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POEM
Poetic devices  - A GlAnce

1.  Life 2.  The Grumble Family
3. I am Every Woman  4. The Ant and the Cricket
5. The Secret of the Machines 6. No Men Are Foreign
7. The House on Elm Street

1. Simile : It is a comparison made between two objects of different kinds which have some resemblance/ 
similarities. It is introduced by a word of comparison, such as, ‘like’, ‘as’.

    ïU ntWg£l bghU£fisnah, Éõa§fisnah ‘like’ mšyJ ‘as’ ngh‹w th®¤ijfËš x‹iw 

ga‹gL¤â, neuoahf, x¥ã£L¢ brhštjhF«. 

  (e.g.) “Remember they have eyes like ours that wake”   (Poem 6)
     “Beneath all uniforms, a single body breaths,
     Like ours:…….”        (Poem 6)

2. Metaphor : A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally 
applicable.  (or)

   It is a figure of speech that makes an implicit, implied, or hidden comparison between two things 
that are unrelated, but which share some common characteristics.

    ïJî« ïU ntWg£l Éõa§fis x¥ãLtJ jh‹. Mdhš, neuoahf ïšyhkš kiwKfkhf 

x¥ÕL brŒtjhF«. Mfnt ïâš, ‘like’ ‘as’ M»a th®¤ijfŸ tuhJ. 

  (e.g.) “She’s a lioness; don’t mess with her”.    (Poem 3)
      She is a lioness – metaphor. A woman is compared to a ferocious lioness.
     “Our hells of fire and dust outrage the innocence”    (Poem 6)
      hells of fire – metaphor. Hells are compared to fire

3. Alliteration : It is the repetition of the same consonant sound in successive or nearby words. Note that in alliteration 
the sounds go together.

    xnu tÇÆYŸs gy th®¤ijfË‹ Kjš vG¤J xnu bkŒbahÈahf âU«g¤âU«g xÈ¤J 

tUjš.

  (e.g.)  “And then, be our station high or humble,”    (Poem 2)
      In this line, “h” is repeated (“high, humble” are alliterated words.). 
     “The summer of life she’s ready to see in spring.”    (Poem 3)
      In this line, “s” is repeated (summer - see- spring).
     “We can print and plough and weave and heat and light”  (Poem 5)
      In this line, “p” is repeated (print - plough) and also “w” is repeated (we - weave).

4. Personification : Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing – an idea or an animal – is given human attributes.
    Éy§F, gwit ngh‹w cÆUŸs bghU£fS¡F«, ku«, bro ngh‹w jhtu§fS¡F«, Ãy«, 

Ú®, åL ngh‹w cÆu‰witfS¡F«, k‰W« kÅj¥ g©ò ïšyhj vªj Éõa¤â‰F«, kÅj¥ 

g©òfis¡ bfhL¤J¢ brhštJ. 

  (e.g.) ‘We can pull and haul and push and lift and drive”   (Poem 5)
5. Anaphora : An anaphora is a technique where several phrases (or verses in a poem) begin with the same word or 

words.
   mL¤jL¤j tÇfË‹ Mu«g¤âš xnu th®¤ij âU«g¤ âU«g tUtJ.

  (e.g.)  “They growl at the rain and they growl at the sun; ”    (Poem 2)
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  Sura’s ➠ X Std  English  POEM ➠ Unit - 16

6. Repetition : Poets often repeat single words or phrases, lines, and sometimes, even whole stanzas at intervals to 
create a musical effect; to emphasize a point; to draw the readers’ attention or to lend unity to a piece.

    brhšytU« fU¤J¡F K¡»a¤Jt« bfhL¡F« tifÆš xnu tÇÆš, xnu brhš âU«g¤ âU«g 

tUtJ. 

  (e.g.) “Remember, no men are foreign, and no countries strange”
    “Remember, no men are strange, no countries foreign”
     The last line and the first line of Poem 6
      The last line though reversed, is the same as the first line. This is to emphasize the serious 

message, the poem has to convey.
     The poet (James Kirkup) repeats the word ‘Remember’ five times in the poem. 
     This repetition emphasizes the core message of the oneness of mankind.

7. Epithet : An epithet is an adjective or phrase expressing a quality or attribute regarded as characteristic of the 
person or the thing mentioned.

   xU egÇ‹ mšyJ xU object-‹ áw¥ò¤ j‹ikia btË¥gL¤J« Éjkhf brhšy¥gL»w th®¤ij 

(adjective).

  (e.g.) “They live, it is said, on Complaining Street”     (Poem 2)
    complaining street – epithet.

8. Transferred  : A transferred epithet is a figure of speech where an adjective or epithet describing a noun
 Epithet  is transferred from the noun it is meant to describe to another noun in the sentence. 
   xU tÇÆYŸs xU F¿¥ã£l noun (bga®¢brhš)I ÉtÇ¥gj‰F khwhf ntbwhU noun-¡F 

És¡f« jU« tifÆš xU adjective mik¤jš.

  (e.g.) “They, too, aware of sun and air and water,
    Are fed by peaceful harvests, by war’s long winter starv’d.”  (Poem 6)
      In this line, “sun, air and water” are fed by peaceful harvests, by war’s long winter starv’d. 

“starv’d” is an epithet which is placed beside the noun ‘winter’. However, it does not describe 
the ‘winter’ as being starved, but describes the pronoun ‘they’. Historically many wars were 
fought during the winter, while the harvest season was essentially peaceful. ‘They’ refers 
to the soldiers in uniform who had to starve during winter while fighting for their land.

     Winter starv’d – transferred epithet.
9. Imagery : The descriptions create a picture in the reader’s mind.
  gh®¤jš, nf£lš, bjhLjš, Rit¤jš, Ef®jš M»a IªJ cz®îfËš Vnjh X® cz®it <®¡F« 

tifÆš, bghU£fŸ, brašfŸ, v©z§fis th®¤ijahš F¿¥ãLtJ.

  (e.g.) We can see and hear and count and read and write!   (Poem 5)
      The example explains to us the many tasks that could be completed by the machine.

10. Hyperbole : A figure of speech using exaggeration.
    e«g Koahj, el¡f ïayhj xU braiy, ïy¡»a eilÆš, Äif¥gL¤â¢ brhštJ.

  (e.g.) We are greater than the Peoples and the Kings.

    ‘We will serve you four and twenty hours a day?’    (Poem 5)
11. Assonance : Repetition of two or more vowel sounds
   xnu tÇÆš cÆbuG¤J xÈ, th®¤ijÆ‹ eLnt, âU«g¤ âU«g tUjš.

  (e.g.) all we ask        (Poem 5)

12. Connotation : Suggests beyond what it expresses.
   xU brhš, mj‹ neuoahd m®¤j¤ij Él TLjyhf ntbwhU m®¤j¤ij gÇÓÈ¡f¢ brŒí« 

tifÆš mik¤jš. 

  (e.g.) Though our smoke may hide the Heavens from your eyes,    (Poem 5)
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 Sura’s ➠ X Std  English  Public Exam Frequently Asked Questions 7

13. Synecdoche : A figure of speech in which a part is made to represent the whole or vice versa.
   xU tÇÆYŸs xU gFâ k£Lnk, KGikahd m®¤j¤ij¡ F¿¥gJ.

  (e.g.) “The Western wave was all a-flame.”
      The “Western wave” is a synecdoche as it refers to the sea by the name of one of its parts 

i.e. wave.
    “Inside it has a ton of space”     (Poem 7)

14. Paradox : A figure of speech in which a statement appears to contradict itself.
   xU tÇÆš Ku©ghlhd th®¤ijfis bfh©oU¤jš.

  (e.g.) To bring peace we must war.
    Be cruel to be kind.
    “It just sits there, never getting small or ever growing tall”   (Poem 7)
    getting small, growing tall  :- contradict one another.

15. Onomatopoeia : A figure of speech wherein the word imitates the sound associated with the object it refers to.
    F¿¥ãl¥g£l xU brhšÈ‹ c¢rÇ¥ò«, mj‹ m®¤jK« Vw¡Fiwa xnu khâÇ tUjš.

  (e.g.) Pitter patter, pitter patter Raindrops on my pane.
    “Lights flicker on and off”      (Poem 7)

16. Rhetorical  : A figure of speech in the form of a question that is asked to make a point rather than to
 Questions   elicit an answer.
    xU gâiy btË¡ bfh©LtUtJ v‹gij¡ fh£oY«, xU K¡»a Éõa¤ij 

btË¥gL¤Jtj‰fhf xU Édhit vG¥òtJ.

  (e.g.) And what is so rare as a day in June?
    “How could this be?”      (Poem 7)
    “What happened inside that house?”    (Poem 7)

17. Rhyming Words : It is making the last words in the lines produce the same sound.
    x›bthU tÇÆ‹ filá th®¤ij, mšyJ áy tÇfË‹ filá th®¤ijfËš xnu khâÇahd 

xÈ tU«goahd th®¤ijfis nj®ªbjL¤J tif¥gL¤Jjš.

  (e.g.) So let the way wind up the hill or down, 
    O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy: 
    Still seeking what I sought when but a boy, 
    New friendship, high adventure, and a crown 
    The rhyming words are down - crown and joy - boy.  (Poem 1)

18. Rhyme scheme   : Rhyme scheme is a poet’s deliberate pattern of lines that rhyme with other lines in a poem or a stanza. 
The rhyme scheme, or pattern, can be identified by giving end words that rhyme.

    ghlÈ‹ x›bthU tÇÆ‹ filá th®¤ijÆ‹ xÈia it¤J, xnu khâÇ xÈ tU« 

th®¤ijfis¥ ãÇ¤J, mt‰iw¡ F¿p£L vGJjš. 

  (e.g.) Look at the four lines 
    So let the way wind up the hill or down,    a
    O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy:   b 
    Still seeking what I sought when but a boy,   b
    New friendship, high adventure, and a crown   a
    It has clear rhyming words with a,b,b,a.  
    So the rhyming scheme is a,b,b,a.     (Poem 1)

19. Couplet   : A couplet is a literary device that can be defined as having two successive rhyming lines in a verse.
   xU ghlÈš mL¤jL¤j tÇfËš xnu khâÇahd rhyming th®¤ijfŸ tUkhW mik¤jš.

  (e.g.) “With forward face and unreluctant soul;
    Not hurrying to, not turning from the goal”.     (Poem 1)
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Unit - 1
Life

 - Henry Van Dyke

POEM

Public Exam Frequently Asked Questions

Read the following lines from the poem and answer the questions that follow.
1. Let me but live my life from year to year,
 With forward face and unreluctant soul;
 Not hurrying to, nor turning from the goal;
 Not mourning for the things that disappear

(a) Whom does the word ‘me’ refer to? (PTA-2, 4 & 5; HY-ʹ19, May & Aug-ʹ22)
Ans : The word ‘me’ refers to the poet, Henry Van Dyke.

(b) What kind of life does the poet want to lead? (PTA-2, 4 & 5; HY-ʹ19, May & Aug-ʹ22)
Ans : The poet wants to lead a joyful life.   

(c) Identify the rhyme scheme of the given lines.  (Aug-ʹ22)
Ans : The rhyming scheme : a b b a.

(d) Why do you think the poet is not in a hurry? (Sep-'21; Aug-'22)
Ans : The poet wants to move towards his goal without hurrying or turning away from it.

(e) What should one not mourn for? (Sep-'21; Aug-'22)
Ans : One must not mourn for the things lost in the past.  

2. In the dim past, nor holding back in fear  (Sep-'21)
 From what the future veils; but with a whole
 And happy heart, that pays its toll
 To Youth and Age, and travels on with cheer.

(a) What does the poet mean by the phrase ‘in the dim past’? (PTA-6; QY-ʹ19, FRT-ʹ22)
Ans : ‘In the dim past’ means the sad days of the past.

(b) Is the poet afraid of future? (PTA-6; QY-ʹ19, FRT-ʹ22)
Ans : No, the poet is not afraid of future. 

 (c)  Pick out the rhyming words from the above lines. (2) (PTA-4)
 Ans : Rhyming words : fear-cheer; whole-toll.

 (d) Write the rhyme scheme of the poem. (1) (PTA-4)
 Ans : Rhyme scheme : a b b a.

 (e)  Identify the figure of speech employed in the first line of the given stanza. (1) (PTA-4)
 Ans :  The figure of speech in the 1st line : Metaphor. (implied comparison: “dim past” is compared to 

“sad days of the past”)
 (f)  Pick out the alliterating words. (1) (PTA-4)

 Ans : Alliterating words in the 2nd line : from - future; what - with.
  Alliterating words in the 3rd line : happy - heart;
  Alliterating words in the last line : to – travels.
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 Sura’s ➠ X Std  English  Public Exam Frequently Asked Questions 9

3. So let the way wind up the hill or down,
 O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy:
 Still seeking what I sought when but a boy,
 New friendship, high adventure, and a crown

(a) How is the way of life?  (FRT-ʹ22)
Ans : The way of life could go up the hill or down, rough or smooth.

(b) How should be the journey of life?  (FRT-ʹ22)
Ans : The journey of life should be joyful.

(c) What did the poet seek as a boy?  (FRT-ʹ22)
Ans : As a boy, the poet sought new friendship, high adventure and a crown of success.

 (d) Pick out the rhyming words from the above lines. (2) (PTA-5; FRT-ʹ22)
 Ans : Rhyming words : down-crown; joy-boy.

 (e)  Write the rhyme scheme of the poem. (1) (PTA-5; FRT-ʹ22)
 Ans : Rhyme scheme : a b b a.

 (f)  Identify the figure of speech employed in the second line of the given stanza. (1) (PTA-5; FRT-ʹ22)
 Ans : The figure of speech in the 2nd line : Antithesis. (Two opposite concepts are put together in a line 

to achieve a contrasting effect : “rough or smooth”.)
 (g)  Pick out the alliterating words.. (1) (PTA-5)

 Ans : Alliterating words in the 1st line : way - wind.
 Alliterating words in the 2nd line : journey - joy;
 Alliterating words in the 3rd line : still - seeking - sought; what - when;  but - boy.

 (h)  What is the meaning of the word ‘crown’?  (FRT-ʹ22)
 Ans : ‘Crown’ mean a prize or position.

 (i)  Pick out the alliterating words in the third line.   (FRT-ʹ22)
 Ans : Alliterating words in the 3rd line : Still-Seeking-Sought, When-What..

4. My heart will keep the courage of the quest,
 And hope the road’s last turn will be the best.

(a) What kind of quest does the poet seek here? (Sep.'20; FRT-ʹ22)
Ans : The poet seeks courage to acquire his desires.

(b) What is the poet’s hope? (Sep-'20; FRT-ʹ22)
Ans : The poet hopes for a beautiful life with a clear sense of purpose.

5. Paraphrase the following stanza. 
 Still seeking what I sought when but a boy, 
 New friendship, high adventure, and a crown, 
 My heart will keep the courage of the quest, 
 And hope the road’s last turn will be the best.

Ans : He is trying to find what he was searching for when he was a boy - his new adventures, his hopes, his new friendship 
and his new experiences which enrich him.

 Life is described not as an entity but as an experience. One should live with courage, dedication and a clear sense 
of purpose that drives the mind and soul. He expects the best of life.
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  Sura’s ➠ X Std  English  POEM ➠ Unit - 110

Paragraph Questions

Answer the following question in about 80 - 100 words.
1.  Describe the journey of life as depicted in the poem by Henry Van Dyke. (QY-ʹ19, FRT & May-ʹ22)

(OR)
 What are the main concepts and ideas in the poem ‘Life’?  (May-ʹ22)

Ans : In this poem, life is described not as an entity, but as an experience. One should live with courage and 
dedication. Life should be lived without hurry and with a clear sense of purpose that drives the mind 
and soul. The poet encourages us to let go of all that has been lost in the past as well as the uncertainty 
the future holds. He tells us to embrace the present with the happiness which nourishes the young and 
the old. Happiness gives us nourishment on this journey with a smile on our face. Whatever situation 
life throws at us, it is the journey, he hopes, that should be joyous, for it teaches us to grow and live. 
Our imagination should have the innocence and fearlessness of childhood. We should seek out new 
friendships, new adventures and new experiences which enrich us. He encourages us to have faith and 
determination in our hearts, as we take on this beautiful journey. We should have eternal hope that our 
story ends joyfully.

2.  What is the message of the poem “Life”? (or) What does the poet narrate to us in this poem?  (or)  
How does the poet Henry Van Dyke lead his life?  (FRT-ʹ22)

(or)
 What are the main concepts and ideas in the poem ‘Life’?

Ans : Henry Van Dyke was a visionary American author. His poem “Life” describes life taking on life in its truest 
form, an adventure. The poet wants to live his life looking ahead, willing to do something. He neither wants 
to hurry nor move away from his goal. He does not want to mourn the things he has lost, not hold back for 
fear of the future. He instead prefers to live his life with a whole and happy heart which cheerfully travels 
from youth to old age. Therefore, it does not matter to him whether the path goes up or down the hill, rough 
or smooth, the journey, he hopes, will be joyful. He will continue to seek what he wanted as a boy - new 
friendship, high adventure and a crown (prize). His heart will remain courageous and pursue his desires.  
He hopes that every turn in his life’s journey will be the best.
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