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SALIENT FEATURES 

 Easy Short Answers.

 Easy Slow Learners’ Para.

 Special Average Students’ Para.

 Elaborate Gifted Students’ Para.

 Public Questions Marked.

 Compact Lesson Summary.

 Clear Synonyms & Antonyms.

 Enough Grammar Explanations.

 Practice Book & Question Bank.

FOR ORDERS CONTACT : 8643007972www.Padasalai.Net                                                          www.CBSEtips.in

Kindly send me your study materials to padasalai.net@gmail.com

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

https://www.padasalai.net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


PREFACE 

Respected correspondents, Headmasters / Prinicipals & 

Teachers of English, 

We are happy to release the improved edition of PENGUIN 

English Guide & Work Book for standard XI. This material has 

many special aspects like complete Translation, Images, Pictures 

and Mind Maps so that students can comprehend the topics 

thoroughly.  Special Paragraphs will surely enable the students to 

learn them easily. Grammar topics have sufficient explanations, 

examples and exercises. This book also consists of Practice Book & 

Question Bank to enable the students to make the best score. 

Our sincere thanks to teachers, parents and students for your 

valuable support and suggestions. 

With Best Wishes 

- Publisher
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UNIT PROSE PAGE NO. 

1 The Portrait of a Lady 1 

2 The Queen of Boxing 20 

3 Forgetting 37 

4 Tight Corners 54 

5 The Convocation Address 68 

6 The Accidental Tourist 85 

UNIT POEM PAGE NO. 

1 Once Upon A Time 102 

2 Confessions of a Born Spectator 115 

3 Lines Written in the Early Spring 129 

4 Macavity – The Mystery Cat 141 

5 Everest is not the Only Peak 158 

6 The Hollow Crown 169 

UNIT SUPPLEMENTARY PAGE NO. 
1 After Twenty Years 182 

2 A Shot in the Dark 192 

3 The First Patient (Play) 203 

4 With the Photographer 218 

5 The Singing Lesson 228 

6 The Never -Never Nest (Play) 241 

QUESTION PAPER CONTENTS 
Q. No. Part-I (1 Mark Questions :20 Marks) MARKS PAGE NO. 

1-3 Synonyms 3 251 

4-6 Antonyms 3 252 

7-20 

Compound Words 1 254 

Prefix and Suffix 1 259 

Clipped Words 1 264 

Blended Words 1 267 

Syllabifications 1 269 

Expansion (or) Abbreviations & Acronyms 1 271 

Phrasal Verb 1 276 

Foreign words 1 282 

Idioms 1 289 

Prepositions 1 297 

Singular and Plural 1 300 

American English and British English 1 303 

Question Tag 1 306 

Sentence Pattern 1 310 

Relative Pronoun 1 313 

Definition of a Terms 1 314 

Q. No. Part-II (2 Mark Questions : 14 Marks) MARKS PAGE NO. 
21-26 Appreciation Questions 8 322 

27-30 
Report the Dialogue 2 322 

Voice 2 327 

CONTENTS 
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Begin with starters/ Inversion Model 2 332 

Simple- Compound and Complex 2 333 

Conditional Clause 2 335 

Q.No Part -III (3 Mark Questions : 21 Marks) MARKS PAGE NO. 
31-33 ERC 6 337 

34-36 Prose short Answers 6 338 

37-40 

Studying Non-verbal Presentations 3 338 

Describing a Process 3 340 

Notice 3 342 

Dialogue Writing 3 345 

Rearrange the following Jumbled proverbs 

correctly 

3 347 

Completion of the Proverbs 3 348 

Q.No Part – IV (5 Mark Questions : 35 Marks) MARKS PAGE NO. 
41 Prose Paragraph 5 359 

42 Poem Paragraph 5 359 

43 Supplementary Paragraph 5 359 

44(a) Summary Writing  (or) Note Making 5 359 

44(b) General Paragraph 5 364 

45(a) Response to News Paper Advertisement 5 367 

45(b) Letter Writing 5 371 

46(a) Spot the Error 5 375 

46(b) 

Tenses 1 378 

Homophones 1 384 

Linkers 1 386 

Modal Auxiliaries 1 388 

Semi/Quasi/Marginal Modals 1 390 

Articles 1 392 

47 

Hints Development 5 395 

Field Words 5 398 

Unseen Comprehension 5 400 
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PENGUIN  1  XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

Khushwant Singh is an Indian novelist and lawyer.  He studied at St. Stephen’s 

College, Delhi and King’s college, London. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in 

1947. As a writer, he is best known for his keen secularism, sarcasm and love for 

poetry. He served as the editor of several literary and news magazines as well as two 

newspapers. Khushwant Singh was awarded with Padma Bhushan in 1974, Padma 

Vibhushan by the Government of India and Sahitya Akademi Fellowship by Sahitya 

Academy of India. The Mark of Vishnu, A History of Sikhs, The Train to Pakistan, 

Success Mantra, We Indians and Death at my Doorstep are some of his brilliant works. 

Nuclear Family Joint Family Preparing Chapatti Feeding Sparrows 

Feeding  Sparrows 
Going to the school 

with grandma Rolling the rosary Grandma Walking 

Grandma in Death Bed 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

PICTURES RELATED TO THE LESSON 
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PENGUIN  2  XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

When I left, Grandma 

had come to the railway 

station 

Bond between the author 

and Grandma 

She collected the women 

of her neighbourhood 

and started to sing 

Learnt alphabets and 

prayer songs 

Leads a very devotional 

disciplined life 

Went to City - English 

Medium School 

Learnt western science 

and learning, etc. 

Grandma had storng will 

power 

Author went abroad for 

higher studies 

Grandma did not show 

her disapproval 

No teaching about God 

and scriptures 

She had a mild fever 

A few hours before the 

close of the last chapter 

Her lips stopped moving 

and the rosary fell down 

Even the birds mourned 

for her death 

MIND MAP 

PICTORIAL DESCRIPTION 
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PENGUIN  3  XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

❖ ,g;ghlk; F\;te;j;rpq;fpd; ghl;bapd; md;G> ghpT Kjypa ew;gz;Gfis glk;gpbj;Jf;

fhl;LfpwJ.  ,e;j vOj;jhsh; gs;spapy; gbj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jhh;.  mtuJ

ngw;Nwhh;fs; mtiu mtUila ghl;baplk; fpuhkj;jpy; tpl;Ltpl;L efuj;jpw;F

nrd;W tpl;ldh;.  mtuJ ghl;b mtiu Nerpj;jhh;.  mth; gs;sp nry;Yk;NghJ

mtuJ ghl;b Nfhapy;tiu cld; nrd;whh;.  mth; gs;sp nrd;wTld; ghl;b

NfhapYf;F nrd;whh;. mtuJ ngw;Nwhh; efuj;jpy; ed;F trjpahdJk;> mtUk;>

ghl;bAk; mq;F nrd;wdh;. mth; mq;fpUe;j gs;spapy; Nrh;e;jhh;. mtuJ ghl;b mq;F

FUtpfSf;F cztspj;jhh;.  F\;te;j;rpq; Nkw;gbg;Gf;fhf ntspehL nrd;whh;.

Ie;J Mz;Lfs; fopj;J ehL jpUk;gpdhh;. kWehs; ghl;bapd; cly;eyk; rhpapy;yhky;

,we;jhh;.  gy Mapuk; FUtpfs; ghl;bapd; clyUNf nksdkhf epd;wd.  ghl;bapd;

cly; vLj;Jr; nry;yg;gl;lNghJ mit mikjpahf fiye;J nrd;wd.

 

THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY xU ngz;zpd; cUtg;glk; 

My grandmother, like everybody’s grandmother, was an 

old woman. She had been old and wrinkled for the 

twenty years that I had known her. People said that she 

had once been young and pretty and had even had a 

husband, but that was hard to believe. My grandfather’s 

portrait hung above the mantelpiece in the drawing room. 

He wore a big turban and loose  fitting clothes. His long, 

white beard covered the best part of his chest and he 

looked at least a hundred years old. He did not look the 

sort of person who would have a wife or children. He 

looked as if he could only have lots and lots of 

grandchildren. As for my grandmother being young and 

pretty, the thought was almost revolting. She often told 

us of the games she used to play as a child. That seemed 

quite absurd and undignified on her part and we treated 

it like the fables of the Prophets she used to tell us. 

vd; ghl;b> vy;NyhUil ghl;biag; Nghy;> xU tajhd 

ngz;kzp. ehd; mtiu mwpe;jjpypUe;J ,UgJ 

tUlq;fshf tajhdtuhfTk;> RUf;fj;JlDk; 

,Ue;jhH. mth; Kd;G ,sikahfTk;> 

mofhdtuhfTk; ,Ue;jhH. vd;Wk; fzth; ,Ue;jhH 

vd;Wk; kf;fs; xUKiw $wpapUe;jhHfs;. Mdhy; 

mij ek;Gtjw;F rw;W fbdkhf ,Ue;jJ. vd; 

jhj;jhtpd; cUtg;glk; miwapy; mykhhpf;F Nky; 

njhq;fpf; nfhz;bUe;jJ. nts;isj;jhb> mtuJ 

khHgpd; ngUk;ghd;ikahd gFjpia %bapUe;jJ 

kw;Wk; mth; Fiwe;jJ xU E}W taJ ,Ug;gth; Nghy 

,Ue;jhH. kidtpNah my;yJ gps;isfNsh mtUf;F 

,Ug;gJ Nghy; mth; fhl;rp mspf;ftpy;iy. mtUf;F 

Ngug;gps;isfs; epiwa ,Ug;gJ Nghy njhpe;jJ. vd; 

ghl;b ,sikahf kw;Wk; mofhf ,Ug;gjhdy; vd; 

rpe;jid fpl;lj;jl;l fpsh;r;rpaw;wJ. mth; 

Foe;ijahf ,Uf;Fk;NghJ tpsiahba 

tpisahl;ilg; gw;wpmbf;fb nrhy;YthH. mJ 

mtUf;F kpfTk; mgj;jkhdjhfTk; kw;Wk; 

Nftykhdjhftk; Njhd;wpaJ. mijg; gw;wp mth; 

nrhy;Yk;NghJ jPh;f;fjuprpfspd; fijfs; Nghy 

mjid ehq;fs; cw;Wf; Nfl;Nghk; 

ghlr;RUf;fk;

TEXT  TRANSLATION 
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She had always been short and fat and slightly bent. Her 

face was a  criss-cross of wrinkles running from 

everywhere to everywhere. No, we were certain she had 

always been as we had known her. Old, so terribly old 

that she could not have grown older, and had stayed at 

the same age for twenty years. She could never have been 

pretty; but she was always beautiful. She hobbled about 

the house in spotless white with one hand resting on her 

waist to balance her stoop and the other telling the beads 

of her rosary. Her silver locks were scattered untidily 

over her pale, puckered face, and her lips constantly 

moved in inaudible prayer. Yes, she was beautiful. She 

was like the winter landscape in the mountains, an 

expanse of pure white serenity breathing peace and 

contentment. 

mth; vg;NghJk; Fs;skhfTk; cly; gUj;Jk; kw;Wk; 

rw;W tise;j KJFld; ,Ue;jhH. mtuJ Kfk; 

vq;Fk; Mq;fhq;Nf RUf;fq;fs; FWf;Fk; neLf;Fkhf 

,Ue;jJ. ,y;iy> ehq;fs; cWjpahf ,Ue;Njhk;> 

cq;fSf;F njhpe;jpUe;jhy; mts; vg;nghOJk; 

,Ue;jpUf;fyhk; vd;gJ epr;rak;. gioa> kpfTk; 

Nkhrkhf gioa mth; ,d;Dk; tajhdtuhf 

,Uf;fKbahJ. ,UgJ Mz;Lfhsf mth; mNj 

tajpy; ,Uf;fpwhH. mth; kpfTk; mofhf ,Ue;jpUf;f 

KbahJ. Mdhy; mth; vg;NghJk; mofhf ,Ue;jhH;.; 

jd; tise;j Njhw;wj;ij rkg;gLj;Jtjw;fhf ifia 

,Lg;gpy; itj;jpUe;jhH. kw;nwhd;wpy; n[gkhiy 

kzpia itj;jpUe;jhH. mtSila nts;sp Kbfs; 

Kfj;jpy; gsgsntd;W rpjwpf;fple;jd. mtSila 

cjLfs; mbf;fb nksdkhd gpuhh;j;jid nra;jd. 

Mk;> mts; mofhf ,Ue;jhs;. mts; kiyfspy; 

Fsph;fhy epyg;gug;G Nghy> J}a ntz;ikahd 

mikjpapd;; milahskhf jpfo;e;jhH. 

My grandmother and I were good friends. My parents left 

me with her when they went to live in the city and we 

were constantly together. She used to wake me up in the 

morning and get me ready for school. She said her 

morning prayer in a monotonous sing-song while she 

bathed and dressed me in the hope that I would listen and 

get to know it by heart; I listened because I loved her 

voice but never bothered to learn it. Then she would fetch 

my wooden slate which she had already washed and 

plastered with yellow chalk, a tiny earthen ink-pot and a 

red pen, tie them all in a bundle and hand it to me. After 

a breakfast of a thick, stale chapatti with a little butter 

and sugar spread on it, we went to school. She carried 

several stale chapattis with her for the village dogs. 

vd; ghl;b kw;Wk; ehd; ey;y ez;gh;fs;. vd; 

ngw;NwhHfs; efuj;jpy; trpf;f nrd;wNghJ vd;id 

mthplk; tpl;Lr; nrd;whHfs;. ehq;fs; njhlh;e;J 

xd;whf ,Ue;Njhk;. mth; fhiyapy; vOe;J vd;id 

gs;spf;F jauhf;FthH. mth; Fspj;J tpl;L> fhiy 

gpuhHj;jidahf xNu khjphpahd ghliy ghLthH. 

gpd;G vdf;F cilkhw;wp tpLk; NghJk; ghLthH. 

Vnddpy; ehd; mjid Nfl;Ngd;. vd; ,jaj;jpy; mJ 

gw;wpf; nfhs;Sk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifapy;. ehd; mtUila 

Fuiy Nerpj;Njd;> Mdhy; mij fw;Wf; nfhs;sj; 

Jzpatpy;iy. gpwF mth; vdf;F Vw;fdNt fOtp 

itj;jpUe;j kuj;jhyhd fUk;gyif kw;Wk; kQ;rs; 

Rz;zhfl;b> xU rpwpa kz;zhyhd - ik gl;b kw;Wk; 

rptg;G Ngdh Mfpatw;iwf; nfhz;lJ> mit 

midj;ijAk; xU %l;ilapy; fl;b> vd;dplk; 

xg;gilg;ghH. xU jbkdhd fhiy czthf 

jbkdhd nuhl;bfNshL rpwpJ ntz;nza; kw;Wk; 

rh;f;fiu Nrh;j;J rikj;J rhg;gpl;L tpl;L>gpwF 

gs;spf;Fr; nrd;Nwhk;. fpuhkg;Gw eha;fSf;F mts; 

epiwa gioa rg;ghj;jpfis nfhz;L tUthH. 

My grandmother always went to school with me because 

the school was attached to the temple. The priest taught 

us the alphabet and the morning prayer. While the 

children sat in rows on either side of the verandah 

singing the alphabet or the prayer in a chorus, my 

grandmother sat inside reading the scriptures. When we 

had both finished, we would walk back together. This 

Nfhapy; gs;spAld; ,izf;fg;gl;Ls;sjhy;> ghl;b 

vg;NghJk; vd;Dld; gs;spf;F tUthH. G+rhhp 

vq;fSf;F vOj;Jf;fs; kw;Wk; fhiy gpuhHj;jid 

fw;W jUthH. Foe;ijfs; tuhz;lhtpd; 

,Ugf;fq;fspYk; thpirapy; cl;fhHe;jpUe;J 

vOj;Jf;fs; my;yJ gpuhj;jidia FOthf 

ghbdhHfs;. vd; ghl;b Ntjq;fis cs;Ns cl;fhHe;J 

gbg;ghH. ehq;fs; ,UtUk; Ntiyfis  Kbj;j cld; 

kPz;Lk; xd;whf jpUk;gNthk;. ,e;j Neuj;jpy; 
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time the village dogs would meet us at the temple door. 

They followed us to our home growling and fighting 

with each other for the chapatti we threw to them. 

fpuhkj;jpy; cs;s eha;fs; Nfhtpy; fjtUNf vq;fis 

re;jpf;Fk;. ehq;fs; tPrp vhpfpd;w rg;ghj;jpf;fhf 

xd;Nwhnlhd;W cWkpf; nfhz;Lk; rz;il Nghl;Lf; 

nfhz;Lk; vq;fis gpd; njhlh;e;J tPL tiu tUk;. 

When my parents were comfortably settled in the city, 

they sent for us. That was a turning-point in our 

friendship. Although we shared the same room, my 

grandmother no longer came to school with me. I used 

to go to an English school in a motor bus. There were no 

dogs in the streets and she took to feeding sparrows in 

the courtyard of our city house. 

vd; ngw;NwhH efuj;jpy; trjpahf FbapUe;j NghJ> 

mth;fs; vq;fis efuj;jpw;F tur;nrhd;dhh;fs;. 

mJNt vq;fs; el;gpy; xU jpUg;G Kidahf 

mike;jJ. ehq;fs; xNu miwia gfph;e;jhYk;> vd; 

ghl;b vd;Dld; gs;spf;F tUtJ ,y;iy. ehd; xU 

NgUe;jpy; Mq;fpy gs;spf;F nry;Ntd;. njUf;fspy; 

eha;fs; fpilahJ. vq;fs; efu tPl;by; Kw;wj;jpy; 

rpl;Lf;FUtpf;F mth; cztspj;jhH. 

As the years rolled by, we saw less of each other. For 

some time she continued to wake me up and get me 

ready for school. When I came back she would ask me 

what the teacher had taught me. I would tell her English 

words and little things of western science and learning, 

the law of gravity, Archimedes’ Principle, the world 

being round etc. This made her unhappy. She could not 

help me with my lessons. She did not believe in the 

things they taught at the English school and was 

distressed that there was no teaching about God and the 

scriptures. One day, I announced that we were being 

given music lessons. She said nothing but her silence 

meant disapproval. She rarely talked to me after that. 

gy tUlq;fshf> ehq;fs; xUtUf;nfhUth; 

FiwthfNt ghHj;jpUe;Njhk;. rpwpJ ehs; njhlh;e;J 

mth; vd;id vOg;gp gs;spf;F vd;id jahH nra;J 

mDg;GthH. ehd; jpUk;gp te;j NghJ> Mrphpah; vdf;F 

vd;d ghlk; fw;Wf; nfhLj;jhH vd;W vd;dplk; 

Nfl;ghH. ehd; mtUf;F Mq;fpy thHj;ijfs; kw;Wk; 

Nkw;fj;jpa tpQ;Qhdk; kw;Wk; fw;wy;><Hg;G rl;lk;> 

Mh;f;fpkpB]; Nfhl;ghL> cyfk; vg;gb Rw;WfpwJ> 

Kjypatw;iw nrhy;Ntd;. ,J mtiu tUj;jkilar; 

nra;jJ. vd; ghlq;fSf;F mtuhy; cjt 

Kbatpy;iy. Mq;fpy ghlrhiyapy; mth;fs; fw;Wf; 

nfhz;l tp\aq;fspy; mth; ek;gpf;if 

nfhs;stpy;iy. flTisAk; Ntjq;fisAk; gw;wp ve;j 

NghjidAk; ,y;iy vd;W Ntjid mile;jhH. xU 

ehs; ehd; ,irg;ghlq;fis toq;fpapUg;gjhf 

mwptpg;Ngd;. mts; nksdj;ij jtpu NtW vJTk; 

$wtpy;iy. mjw;Fg; gpwF mth; vd;dplk; kpfTk; 

mhpjhfNt NgrpdhH. 

When I went up to University, I was given a room of my 

own. The common link of friendship was snapped. My 

grandmother accepted her seclusion with resignation. 

She rarely left her spinning-wheel to talk to anyone. 

From sunrise to sunset she sat by her wheel spinning and 

reciting prayers. Only in the afternoon she relaxed for a 

while to feed the sparrows. While she sat in the verandah 

breaking the bread into little bits, hundreds of little birds 

collected round her creating a veritable bedlam of 

chirruping. Some came and perched on her legs, others 

on her shoulders. Some even sat on her head. She smiled 

but never shooed them away. It used to be the happiest 

half-hour of the day for her. 

ehd; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpw;Fr; nrd;w NghJ> 

vdf;nfd;W jdp miw ,Ue;jJ. el;gpd; nghJthd 

,izg;G Jz;bf;fg;gl;lJ. vd; ghl;b jdpj;jpUg;ij 

Vw;Wf; nfhz;lhH. mts; ahUlDk; Ngrg;gl;ljhf 

mtsJ E}w;G-rf;fuj;ij E}w;wp Muk;gpj;jhs;. R+hpa 

cjaj;jpypUe;J R+hpad; kiwAk; tiu> mts; E}w;G 

rf;fuj;jpw;F mUfpy; cl;fhHe;J gpuhh;j;jidfisr; 

nrhy;ypf; nfhz;bUe;jhH. kjpak; kl;Lk; mts; 

rpl;Lf;FUtpfSf;F cztspf;f rpwpJ 

Xa;ntLj;jhs;. tuhz;lhtpy; cl;fhHe;jpUf;Fk; 

nghOJ nuhl;bia rpWJz;Lfshf cilj;jhH. 

E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd rpwpa gwitfs; mtiu Rw;wpf; 

nfhz;L fyfyg;nyhyp vOg;gpd. rpy mtuJ 

fhy;fspy; te;J> kw;wit mtuJ Njhs;fspy; 

te;jile;jd. rpy mtuJ jiyapy; cl;fhHe;jpUe;jd. 

mth; rphpj;jhH. Mdhy; xU NghJk; gwitfis 
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tpul;Lk; xypia mth; nra;atpy;iy. ,e;j miukzp 

Neuk;jhd; mtUf;F ehspy; kfpo;r;rpahd Neuk; MFk;. 

When I decided to go abroad for further studies, I was 

sure my grandmother would be upset. I would be away 

for five years, and at her age one could never tell. But 

my grandmother could. She was not even sentimental. 

She came to leave me at the railway station but did not 

talk or show any emotion. Her lips moved in prayer, her 

mind was lost in prayer. Her fingers were busy telling 

the beads of her rosary. Silently she kissed my forehead, 

and when I left I cherished the moist imprint as perhaps 

the last sign of physical contact between us. 

Nkw;gbg;G gbg;gjw;fhf ntspehl;bw;F nry;y KbT 

nra;j NghJ> vd; ghl;b ftiyaile;jpUg;gjhf 

vdf;Fj; njhpAk;. Ie;J tUlq;fSf;F ehd; 

ntFJ}uj;jpypUg;Ngd;. mtUila tajpy; xU NghJk; 

nry;y KbahJ. Mdhy; vd; ghl;bahy; KbAk;. 

mtUf;F czh;r;rp gpizg;Gk; ,y;iy. uapy; 

epiyaj;jpy; vd;id tpl;L nry;y mth; te;jhH. 

Mdhy; ve;j czh;r;rpiaAk; NgrNth my;yJ 

fhl;lNth ,y;iy. mtuJ cjLfs; gpuhh;j;jid 

nra;jd. mtUila kdk; n[gj;jpy; ,Ue;jJ. 

mtSila tpuy;fs; n[gkhiyapd; kzpfis; 

Kk;Kukhf cUl;bf;nfhz;bUe;jd. nkJthf mth; 

vd; new;wpia Kj;jkpl;lhH. ehd; mtis tpl;Lr; 

nrd;w NghJ ehd; kpfTk; re;Njh\kile;Njd;. 

vq;fSf;F ,ilNaahd cly; njhlh;Gf;fhd filrp 

milahsk; Nghy; mr;rplyhk;. 

But that was not so. After five years I came back home 

and was met by her at the station. She did not look a day 

older. She still had no time for words, and while she 

clasped me in her arms I could hear her reciting her 

prayers. Even on the first day of my arrival, her happiest 

moments were with her sparrows whom she fed longer 

and with frivolous rebukes. 

Mdhy; mJ mg;gb ,y;iy. Ie;J tUlq;fs; fopj;J 

ehd; tPl;bw;F te;Njd;. mth; Kd;G ,Ue;jJ Nghy; 

,y;iy. mtUf;F thHj;ijfSf;F ,d;Dk; 

Neukpy;yhky; ,Ue;jd. mth; iffspy; vd;id 

jOtpf; nfhz;bUe;j NghJ> mth; gpuhHj;jidfs; 

nrhy;tijf; Nfl;Nld;. vd; tUifapd; Kjy; 

ehsd;W> mtUila kfpo;r;rpahd jUzq;fs; mth; 

rpl;Lf;FUtpAld; ,Ue;jJ. mjw;F ePz;l Neukhf 

czT nfhLj;jhH. 

In the evening a change came over her. She did not pray. 

She collected the women of the neighbourhood, got an 

old drum and started to sing. For several hours she 

thumped the sagging skins of the dilapidated drum and 

sang of the home-coming of warriors. We had to 

persuade her to stop to avoid overstraining. That was the 

first time since I had known her that she did not pray. 

khiyapy; xU khw;wk; mthplk; te;jJ. mth; 

gpuhh;j;jpf;ftpy;iy. mts; mUfpypUe;j ngz;fis 

$g;gpl;lhH. gioa buk; xd;iwg; ngw;W ghLtjw;Fj; 

njhlq;fpdhh;. gy kzp Neuq;fSf;F mth; njha;T 

tpOe;j buk;]; nfhz;L ghbdhh; kw;Wk; NghH tPuh;fs; 

tPl;bw;F tUtij gw;wp ghbdhh;. mts; Nky; 

mOj;jj;ijj; jtph;g;gjw;F ehq;fs; mtisj; J}z;l 

Ntz;Lk;. ,d;Wjhd; mth; gpuhh;j;jid nra;ahky; 

,Ue;jhH. 

The next morning she was taken ill. It was a mild fever 

and the doctor told us that it would go. But my 

grandmother thought differently. She told us that her 

end was near. She said that, since only a few hours 

before the close of the last chapter of her life she had 

omitted to pray, she was not going to waste any more 

time talking to us. 

kWehs; fhiyapy; mtUf;F clk;G rhpapy;iy. mJ 

xU kpjkhd fha;r;ry; kw;Wk; lhf;lh; mJ rhpahfp 

Ngha;tpLk; vd;W nrhd;dhh;. Mdhy; vd; ghl;b 

tpj;jpahrkhf rpe;jpj;jhH. mtUila KbT neUq;fp 

tpl;lJ vd mth; nrhd;dhH. mth; tho;f;ifapd; 

filrp mj;jpahj;jpd; Kbtpw;F rpy kzp Neuj;jpw;F 

Kd; gpuhh;j;jid nra;ahky; tpl;Ltpl;ljhy;> mth; 
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vq;fSld; NgRtjw;W ve;j NeuKk; 

tPzhf;fg;Nghtjpy;iy vd;W nrhd;dhH. 

We protested. But she ignored our protests. She lay 

peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads. Even 

before we could suspect, her lips stopped moving and 

the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. A peaceful pallor 

spread on her face and we knew that she was dead. 

ehq;fs; vjph;g;G njhptpj;Njhk;. Mdhy; mth; vq;fs; 

vjph;g;ig myl;rpak; nra;jhH. mts; gLf;ifapy; 

mikjpahfg; gLj;jpUe;jhh;. mth; kzpfisf; 

nfhz;L gpuhh;j;jidapy; <Lgl;bUe;jhh;. ehk; 

re;Njfpf;f Kbtjw;F Kd;Ng> mtUila cjLfs; 

miratpy;iy. mtuJ capuw;w tpuy;fspypUe;J 

n[gkhiy fPNo tpOe;jJ. mtuJ Kfj;jpy; xU ntsph; 

epwk; gutpaJ. mth; ,we;J tpl;ljhf mwpe;Njhk;. 

We lifted her off the bed and, as is customary, laid her on the 

ground and covered her with a red shroud. After a few hours 

of mourning we left her alone to make arrangements for her 

funeral. In the evening we went to her room with a crude 

stretcher to take her to be cremated. The sun was setting and 

had lit her room and verandah with a blaze of golden light. We 

stopped half-way in the courtyard. All over the verandah and 

in her room right up to where she lay dead and stiff wrapped 

in the red shroud, thousands of sparrows sat scattered on the 

floor. There was no chirruping. We felt sorry for the birds and 

my mother fetched some bread for them. She broke it into 

little crumbs, the way my grandmother used to, and threw it to 

them. The sparrows took no notice of the bread. When we 

carried my grandmother’s corpse off, they flew away quietly. 

Next morning the sweeper swept the bread crumbs into the 

dustbin. 

ehq;fs; mtiu gLf;ifapypUe;J J}f;fpNdhk;. ,J 

tof;fkhd xd;W. mtiu jiuapy; gLf;f itj;Njhk;. 

gpd;G rptg;G fk;gsj;jhy; mtiu %bNdhk;. xU rpy 

kzp Neuk; fopj;J mtiu tpl;L tpl;L ,Wjp 

rlq;fpw;F Vw;ghL nra;Njhk;. mtiu RLfhl;bw;F 

nfhz;L nry;tjw;fhf rhaq;fhyk; mkuh; Ch;jpia 

vLj;Jf; nfhz;L mtuJ miwf;Fr; nrd;Nwhk;. 

R+hpad; me;jpkhiy rhAk; nghOJ mjd; 

jq;ff;fPw;Wfshy; miwia epug;gpaJ. ehq;fs; 

Kw;wj;jpy; ghjp topapy; epwj;jg;gl;Nlhk;. tuhz;lh 

kw;Wk; miw KOtJk; mth; ,we;j kw;Wk; rptg;G 

JzpAld; %lg;gl;bUf;Fk; ,lj;jpy; 

Mapuf;fzf;fhd rpl;Lf;FUtpfs; jiuapy; rpjwp 

mkh;e;jpUe;jd. mitfs; fPr;rpltpy;iy. ehq;fs; 

gwitfSf;fhf kd;dpg;Gf; Nfl;Lf; nfhz;Nlhk;. vd; 

mk;kh mitfSf;fhf nuhl;b nfhz;Lte;jhh;. mth; 

mij nfhQ;rk; rpwpa Jz;Lfshf cilj;J> vd; 

ghl;b nfhLf;Fk; tpjkhf  mth; mij tPrpdhh;. 

rpl;Lf;FUtpfs; nuhl;bia ftdpf;ftpy;iy. ehq;fs; 

vd; ghl;b rlyj;ij vLj;j NghJ> mitfs; 

mikjpahf gwe;J nrd;wd. mLj;j ehs; fhiyapy; 

Jg;GuT nra;gth; nuhl;b Jz;Lfis Fg;igj; 

njhl;bapy; Nghl;lhh;. 

1 mantelpiece  shelf projecting from the wall 

 above  fireplace 

jl;L khlk; 

2. absurd inconsistent/ illogical mgj;jkhd (m) 

nghUj;jkpy;yhj 

3. fables tales/stories ePjpf;fijfs; (m) fijfs; 

4. hobbled walked unsteadily fl;Lg;gLj;jg;gl;l 
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5. pucked to contract the face into wrinkles RUf;F (m) kbj;J it 

6. expanse widespread tphptiltJ (m) nghpajhf;F 

7. monotonous unchanging /boring rypg;ghd (m) Cf;fkspf;fhj 

8. snapped broke / cut Kwpe;j 

9. seclusion isolation jdpj;jpUj;jy; (m) tpyfp 

,Uj;jy; 

10. bedlam noisy confusion $r;ry; Fog;gk; epiwe;j ,lk; 

11. perched sat / rested ,isg;ghWjy; 

12. rebukes scoldings nry;yr;rpZq;fy; 

13. dilapidated damaged ghoile;j (m) ,oe;j (m) 

cile;j 

14. pallor  an unhealthy pale appearance epwkpog;G (m) Nehahy; 

mr;rj;jhy; Vw;gLk; ntspwpa 

Njhw;wk; 

15. shroud cloth used to wrap a dead person rtr;rPiy 

 

Word Synonyms jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

wrinkled folded   RUq;fpa 

hung swaying   njhq;F 

turban cap, hat   njhg;gp> jiyg;ghif 

revolting vile, nasty   Gul;rpfukhd 

absurd crazy, stupid   Kl;lhs;jdkhd 

undignified rough, common   Kul;Lj;jdkhd 

fables  myth, fiction   Guhzk; 

prophets seer   jPh;f;fjhprp 

hobbled walked, unsteadily   jsh;thd eil 

spotless without design   jtwpy;yhj 

untidy unclean   mOf;fhd 

puckered plait, wrinkle   RUf;fkhd 

serenity peace of mind   mikjpahd 

monotonous unvaried, unchanging   xNu khjphpahd 

SYNONYMS 
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scriptures sacred writings   Gdpj Gj;jfk; 

courtyard front portion   thry;Gwk; 

distressed disappointed   Vkhw;wkile;j 

announced released   ntspaPL 

seclusion privacy, shelter   ghJfhg;G 

resignation withdrawal   tpLtpf;fg;gl;l 

reciting repeat   kddk; nra;jy; 

shooed pushed   js;Sjy; 

rebukes scoldings   nry;yf;Nfhgk; 

sagging old   gioikahd 

shroud grave clothes   ,Lfhl;L Jzp 

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 

wrinkled X  unwrinkled revolting X  good, clean 

absurd X  logical, wise undignified X  well, strong 

fables X  sense, truth hobbled X  free, release 

untidily X clean puckered X  smoothness 

serenity X  trouble contentment X  unhappiness 

monotonous X  varied, changing distressed X  glad 

announced X  hidden seclusion X open, public 

resignation X  stay, agreement reciting X fail, take 

cherished X  reject, release rebukes X approval 

crumbs X  glob, lot dilapidated X creation 

 

1) Answer the following questions in one or two sentences based on your understanding of

the story.

a) Describe the grandfather as seen in the portrait.

He wore a turban and loose dress. He had white beard. He seemed 100 years old. 

ANTONYMS 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS 
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b) Why was the author left with his grandmother in the village?

The author’s parents went to the city. They had to settle there. So, the author was left 

with his grandma. 

c) Where did the author study in his childhood?

He studied in his village school, in his childhood. It was attached to the temple. 

d) Why did the grandmother accompany the author to school?  (MAY-22) 

The author was young. The school was attached to the temple. So, his grandma 

accompanied him to school. 

e) What made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours?  (JUNE-19) 

The grandma fed the dogs after school hours. It made them follow her. 

f) Why didn’t the grandmother feel sentimental when the author went abroad for higher

education?                      (SEP-20)(MDL-23)

She accepted the change. So, she didn’t feel sentimental on his going abroad for higher

education.

g) What was the happiest time of the day for grandmother?

She fed sparrows every afternoon. It was her happiest time of the day. 

2) Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. (Text Page5)

a) Describe the author's grandmother.

She was old and bent.  She loved the author. She fed dogs and sparrows. 

b) What was the daily routine of the grandmother at home?

She woke up her grandson. She made him ready for school. She prayed God. She 

followed him to school. 

c) How is school education in the village different from that in the city?

Alphabet is taught in the village. In the city, English words and western science are 

taught City schools don’t teach scriptures.  

d) The grandmother appreciated the value of education. Give instances in support of your

answer.

She stressed good manners. She loved all creatures. She fed dogs and sparrrows. She 

didn’t object to her grandson’s education. 

e) The grandmother was strong-minded.Justify.

She endured the author’s separation. She predicted her death. She died calmly. 
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f) How did the grandmother spend the last few hours of her life?

She didn’t talk. She lay on bed. She prayed. Her lips stopped moving. The rosary fell. 

3) Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words each.

a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author’s formative years. Give your own

example of how elders have a positive influence on the younger generation. Include

examples from the story also.             (MAR-23)

The Grandma shaped the author. She was friendly. She told him moral stories. She woke 

him early. She made him listen to prayers. She taught his spiritual values. My granny told me 

moral stories. My Mom teaches me good manners. My Dad teaches me punctuality. My uncle 

teaches me neatness. 

b) As young Khushwant Singh, write a letter to your parents describing your daily routine

expressing your thoughts and feelings about staying in the village.

     Punjab, 

 4thMarch, 20XX 

Dear parents, 

I am fine. I expect the same from you. Grandma loves me much. She wakes me early. I 

listen to her  prayer. It’s boring. But, I like her voice. She helps me to go to school. She gives me 

chapatis. She follows me upto school. I like the environment here. I wish to stay here for long. 

c) Animals are capable of empathy. Substantiate this statement with examples from the story

as well as your own experiences.

The grandma fed dogs. She fed sparrows daily. She felt very happy. Later, she died. So 

many sparrows went there. They were calm. They paid their homage. The writer’s Mom 

threw breadpieces. They didn’t eat them. The grandma’s body was taken away. The sparrows 

left calmly. Our grandpa died. Our pet dog was sad. It didn’t eat for long. It died. So animals 

have empathy. 

Moral: Old is gold 

PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS 

Moral: Animals too have love 
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Introduction: 

The story “The Portrait of A Lady” written by Khushwant Singh beautifully visualizes 

the author’s closeness to his grandma in his formative years. It also depicts her vital role in 

the story. 

Parents Shifting To City: 

The author and his grandma were good friends. His parents left him with her when they 

went to live in the city. She would wake him every morning and get him ready for school. She 

said her morning prayer and bathed him and dressed him. Then, she went with him to school. 

Grandma’s Love: 

The author’s grandma loved him much. He listened to her because he loved her voice. She 

would bring him wooden slate, an ink-pot and a redpen. After breakfast, she carried stale 

chapattis for the village dogs. 

Shifting to the City: 

When the author’s parents settled comfortably in the city, they sent for them. That was a 

turning-point in their friendship. They shared the same room. But, his – grandma didn’t go with 

him to school. He went to school by bus. His grandma would feed sparrows in the courtyard of 

the house. 

Prose : The Portrait of a Lady 

Author : Khushwant Singh 

Theme : Grandma’s vital role in the 

   author’s formative years. 

FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 

SPECIAL PARAGRAPH 
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Separation for Higher studies: 

The author went to university where he was given a separate room. Their friendship was 

snapped. The grandma accepted her seclusion. She spun her spinning – wheel and recited 

prayers. She fed the sparrows. They sat on her legs, shoulders and head. 

Abroad For Higher Studies: 

The author decided to go abroad for higher studies. He would be away for five years. She 

was not sentimental. She went to the railway station. She wasn’t emotional. She prayed and 

kissed on his forehead. After five years, he returned home. She hadn’t changed much. 

Grandma’s Death: 

A change came over her in the evening. She didn’t pray. She sang a song. She was ill the 

next morning and she told them about her near end. She was dead. A number of sparrows 

gathered and mourned her death. 

Conclusion : 

Thus, the story narrates his grandma’s selfless love. 

The grandma’s selfless love is portrayed in the story. The anthor’s parents left the village. 

They didn’t take him. They would settle well there. They wanted to take him later. His Grandma 

loved him much. She woke him. She got him ready. She made him pray. She followed him to 

school. She returned with him. She fed dogs. Grandma and the author shifted to the city. He joined 

a school. He went there by bus. His grandma accepted the change. She fed sparrows. The author 

went abroad for studies. Five years passed. The author returned home. The grandma was happy. 

Prose :  The Portrait of a Lady 

Author :  Khushwant Singh 

Theme :  Grandma’s Love  

FOR AVERAGE STUDENTS 

Moral: Selfless love charms all living beings. 
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She fell sick. She didn’t talk. She lay silently. She died. The sparrows were sad. Thus the grandma’s 

selfless love is depicted well. 

a) Read the following words and choose the correct antonyms from the options given:

Words Options 

FOR SLOW LEARNERS 

Moral: Old is gold 

❖ Kushwant’s parents left the village.

❖ He was with grandma.

❖ She loved him.

❖ She woke him.

❖ She got him ready.

❖ She followed him to school.

❖ She fed dogs.

❖ They went to the city.

❖ He jointed a school.

❖ Grandma accepted the change.

❖ She fed sparrows.

❖ Kushwant went abroad.

❖ He returned after 5 years. Grandma died.

VOCABULARY 

TEXTUAL EXERCISES 

Moral: Old is gold. 
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singsong, overstraining, spotless, gentlefolk, 

grandmother, courtyard, sunset, half-hour, 

homecoming 

Reeta hurried along the road, dressed in her 

spotless new dress towards the bus stop. Before 

sunset, she had to reach the house of her 

grandmother. But the first half-hour of her travel was 

slow due to traffic jam. Her homecoming would be 

regarded with joy. She was overstraining herself to 

reach the place. When she finally stepped into the 

courtyard, she was received with a big hug by her 

kind aunt. She was in time to join the gentlefolk at 

the village, for a singsong. 

A B C 

d) Frame meaningful sentences of your own using

the following expressions from the story. Use a

dictionary if required.

i) the thought was almost revolting.

As for my grandmother being young and pretty, the

thought was almost revolting.

ii) an expanse of pure white serenity

Mother Thersa is an expanse of pure white serenity.

iii) a turning point

My marriage with Eva is a turning point in my life.

iv) accepted her seclusion with resignation.

My friendaccepted her seclusion with resignation.

v) frivolous rebukes

My mother looks after my grandma with frivolous

rebukes.

e) Prefixes & Suffixes :

Form two derivatives from each of the following

words:

manage  - mismanage, management

differ  - indiffer, different

beauty  - unbeauty, beautiful

peace - unpeace, peaceful

arrange - rearrange, arrangement

collect  - recollect, collection

approve  - disapprove, approved

f) Homophones :

Fill in the blanks with suitable homophones:

1) brake / break

a) The students enjoy and play during the break.

b) He applied the brake to stop the car.

2) waste / waist

a) The wedding dress bunches up onherwaist.

b) I hate towastemoney.

3) principle / principal

a) Dr.Jerald is the principal of that college.

b) My parents questioned myprinciples.

4) bread / bred

a) The race horse is well bred.

b) Hisbread  and meat are sweet.

5) lesson / lessen

a) You shouldlessen your expenses.

b) She givesflutelessons.

6) pale / pail

a) The child looks like sick and pale.

b) Roy brought a pail of water to wash his bike.

7) through / threw

a) Sachinthrew the ball to the keeper.

b) The students must gothrough all the notes.

8) corps / corpse

a) The corpse was covered with a shroud.

b) The members of the national cadet corps have

gone on a camp. 

Listening Activity 

Read the following statements and the given options. 

Now, listen to your teacher read aloud a passage or 

play it on a recorder. You may listen to it again if 

required, to help you choose the right options. 

i) According to Napoleon ‘Good mothers make good

___________.

a) housewives b) jobs
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c) nations d) ideas

ii) Mothers exhibit ___________ love.

a) unauthorized b) unapproved

c) unacceptable d) unconditional

iii) ___________ mothers care much for their children.

a) Adapted b) Adopted

c) Adoptive d) Adaptable

iv) ___________ is the most important thing in the

world.

a) Wealth b) Power

c) Love d) Influence

v) Love should be extended to ___________ too.

a) friends b) relatives

c) countrymen d) creatures

Grammar 

Articles and Determiners 

a) Read the paragraph below and fill in the blanks

using ‘a, an’, or ‘the’.

It is said that ____(1)______ computer is 

____(2)______ electronic extension of the human 

brain. Therefore, in principle, ____(3)______ 

computer can do all those activities which 

____(4)_______ human brain can do. Today 

computers are found to be ____(5)_______ most 

useful devices as knowledge providers. Another 

important field of application of computers is 

____(6)_______ development of robots. 

____(7)_______ internet has brought 

____(8)_______ drastic change in communication 

systems. 

Answers :  (1) the (2) an  (3) the (4) the 

(5) the  (6) the  (7) The  (8) a

b) In the following paragraph, insert ‘a, an’, or

‘the’ wherever necessary and rewrite the

sentences.

In our family, we have planned to take children 

to thezoo next Sunday. A Van has been arranged and 

we are sure to have a comfortable journey. Zoo is an 

interesting place for children who enjoy watching 

the animals and want to know more about them. 

Even the youngsters love to visit the zoo. 

c) Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners.

(Articles have been included)

Once the emperor gave a bag of seeds to his council

of ministers and said that he would give them six months’ 

time to grow the seeds. Whoever does a good job will be 

made the next emperor of that empire. All the ministers 

took their task seriously. After six months someministers 

had small plants in their pots. A few had very large 

plants. Some had medium sized plants. The emperor 

entered the hall. He was much amused to see theplants. 

He called the first minister and asked him what he did 

with the seed. That minister explained the process he 

adopted to make theplant grow. The emperor called all 

the other ministers to explain what they did. Only one 

minister had come with an empty pot. They laughed 

loudly at the foolishness of this minister. But the 

Emperor applauded him and made him the next 

Emperor. Do you know why? He had given them boiled 

seeds which will not grow. Only thatminister was 

honest. 

d) Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners.

i. They came early but there was little (little/ a

little) work to do.

Tenses 

a) Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the

verbs in brackets and read the completed passage

aloud.

The people of India, as a whole, are (be) warm-

hearted and hospitable. Any calamity in any part of
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the world immediately arouses (arise) their charity 

and generosity and a committee is (be) promptly set 

(set) up to collect funds to help the distressed. The 

most endearing quality in them is (be) the respect 

they show for the work done in any capacity. They 

believe (believe) in what we call (call) the dignity of 

labour. 

b) Now, use the verbs given in brackets in the

following sentences in their correct forms.

1) I (like) to spend time with my friend, whenever I

(be) free.          Ans: like, am 

2) He (is) likely to miss the train. He (run) up to the

station.    Ans: is, is running

3) At the moment they (wait) at the busstop. But I (not

know) their plans for the journey.

         Ans: are waiting, do not know 

4) They firmly (believe) in the existence of God.

          Ans: believe 

5. We (hear) a lot of noise because the new

buildings(transmit) sound vacant.

Ans:hear,are transmitting 

6. She always (make) excuses for coming late.

 Ans: makes 

7. The Prime Minister (leave) for America to meet the

delegates tomorrow.           Ans: will leave

c) You are a commentator for a 5000 metre running

race. Use simple present and present continuous

tenses and complete the commentary from the

beginning to the end of the race. Read the

completed passage aloud.

The 5000 metre race is about to begin. Lined up 

at the starting point, from left to right, are John of 

Great Britain, Peter of Nigeria and Jeeva of India. 

The runners are warming up for the great event. Now 

they are taking (take) their positions on the track. 

They are (be) all ready for the start. There goes (go) 

the starter’s gun! Yes, the race has begun. John 4 is 

leading (lead) with Jeeva closing (close) behind him. 

d) Read the extract from Kayal’s diary entry

regarding her Nepal Trek, and fill in the blanks

with the correct tense form of the verbs given in

brackets.

DAY 1 : We left (leave) Anna International Airport in 

Chennai two days ago catching a direct flight to 

Kathmandu in Nepal. We spent (spend) a day 

sightseeing. Kathmandu is full of people, rickshaws and 

the smell of sandalwood. I’ve never been (be) on a trip 

like this before. So I’m really excited. 

DAY 2 : It was raining (rain) when we reached Pokhara, 

Nepal’s second largest city, and saw the snowy peaks of 

the Himalayas for the first time. We reached (reach) 

Pokhara after a hairraising six-hour bus journey along 

very narrow roads with a lot of hairpin bends. The bus 

was (be) so full that one person had to share the driver’s 

seat. 

DAY 3 : We began (begin) our trek at last. We are at 

about 900 metres and the weather is warm and humid. 

For lunch we had chips and yak cheese sandwiches. I 

didn’t like them very much. I’m thrilled that we pitched 

(pitch) tents for our camps in the dense forests. 

DAY 4 : Yesterday a landslide blocked (block) our path 

and we had to use ropes to get over it. This morning we 

walked along the river Kali Gandaki through dense 

forests of oak trees and we pitched our camp at Tukuche 

below the Annapurna mountain range. The main danger 

in addition to landslides, is ‘yak attack’. Yaks are (be) not 

dangerous but you have to be careful if you meet a herd 

of them because they can push you off the sides of the 

mountain. 

DAY 5 : We met a lot of children on our trek through the 

villages. They were playing (play) in the pool of muddy 

rain water as we left the place. We have already climbed 

2,400 metres. Up here, it never rains (rain) and there are 

no trees. It is (be) windy and dusty and I am always 

thirsty. 

DAY 6 : Yesterday we went (go) up to the mountainside 

of the township of Mukthinath, at 3,600 metres. The thin 

air with less oxygen there left (leave) us breathless.We 

felt (feel) that we couldn’t go any further. We drank 

(drink) a lot of extra fluids to prevent altitude sickness. 

DAY 7 : We turned around today and started to descend 

to Jomosom. As we went down, the oxygen filled our 

blood again and we seemed to beflying (fly) instead of 

walking. 

DAY 8 : We went back to Pokhara in a small plane 

yesterday. It was exciting (excite) when we flew 

between the mountain peaks. We arrived in Kathmandu 

this afternoon and we spent (spend) our last few hours in 

shopping. We leave for Chennai tomorrow. We’ve had a 

trip of a lifetime. 
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e) In the following passage, circle the verbs in

simple present tense and underline the verbs in

simple past. The first one has been done for you.

i) Unless one is upright there is no use in being a i)

charming fellow. Sometimes it (is) better to be

honest than attractive. These are the great truths of

modern life which Shyam never realised. He never

said an ill-natured word in his life. He was always

polite and spoke softly to everybody.

ii) That night he ii) strolled into the Palette Club about

eleven o’clock, and found Trevor sitting by himself

in the long room. “Well, Alan, did you get the picture

finishedall right? ” he said, as he lit his cigarette.

“Finished and framed, my boy!” answered Trevor,

“and by-the-bye, you have made a conquest. That old

model you saw is quite devoted to you. I had to tell

him all about you — who you (are), where you (live),

what your income (is), what prospects you (have).”

iii) “And now (tell) me how Laura (is). The old model iii)

was quite interestedin her.” “You (don’t mean) to say

you talked to him about her?”said Hughie.

“Certainly I did. He (knows) all about the relentless

colonel, the lovely Laura, and the £10,000.”“You

told that old beggar all my private affairs?”cried

Hughie, looking very red and angry. “My dear

Alan,”cried Hughie, “I shall probably find him

waiting for me when I (go) home.”

f) Fill in the blanks using Past tense forms of the

verbs:

i. Ihadnever seen (see) such a beautiful sunrise before

I came here.

ii. We were not able to stay overnight as we had not

reserved not (reserve) the tickets in advance.

iii. Nirmala had been (be) to the concert several times.

iv. Mariappan knew Pudukottai so well because he had

lived (live) there for five years.

v. Yusuf understood the problem because he had

experienced (experience) the situation earlier.

vi. Catherine did not have any cash because she had

lost (lose) her purse.

vii.  My father had been (be) to Mumbai once before.

viii. The cat had chased (chase) the bird before it flew

out of the yard.

ix. Edith had visited (visit) several doctors before she

found out what the problem was with her knee.

x. If we had called (call) the manager ahead, we

would not have needed to wait so long for a table.

g) Read the following news report and underline

the past perfect tense form of the verb and circle

the simple past tense form of the verb.

INDIA BEAT PAKISTAN TO WIN BLIND

CRICKET WORLD CUP 

Chasing a huge target of 308 runs, India 

(romped) home in the penultimate over of the match 

to defeat Pakistan and win the Blind Cricket World 

Cup. India (started off) their chase in a cracking 

manner, but had losttwo quick wickets. Sunil 

Ramesh (rose) to the occasion as he (played) a great 

knock to help India beat Pakistan and had scored93 

runs. Earlier India (won) the toss and had decidedto 

bowl first. Pakistan (amassed) a huge score of 307 

for eight in 40 overs. Their openers had giventhem a 

brisk start which the later batsmen capitalized on. 

h) Read the following extract and fill in the spaces

with the right form of verbs and complete the

passage. The first one is done for you.

i) The poet stops to hear the maiden singing while she

i) cuts(cut) and binds(bind) the grain. The song of the

lady fascinates(fascinate) the poet, who

stands(stand) there to listen to the song. The girl

sings(sing) a sad song.

ii) During the monsoon, a tender slightly breeze

blows(blow) on a cloudless afternoon. A sort of

fragrance rises(rise) from the wet grass and trees in

the sunlight. It seems(seem) as if the warm breath of

the exhausted earth falls(fall) against one’s skin. A

sweet voiced bird somewhere chirps(chirp)

repeatedly.

i) Read the news item that appeared in a daily and

fill in the blanks with suitable forms of the verbs

given in brackets.

Ever since social networking sites entered our 

lives,they have beenserving(serve) as platforms 

where users could use the virtual space offered by 

these social media. However, recent incidents have 

caused (cause) many to question the freedom to 

express views on various issues and in some cases, it 

has become (become) a dangerous platform. Social 

Contact has transformed (transform) people. They 

have developed (develop) an addiction to it. 
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j) Read the following passage and correct the errors

you come across.

Rajan slowly settled down in his retired life. His 

pension plus what his wife brought from the 

household work she did helped them to meet their 

requirements. Life was easy until one Sunday. His 

granddaughter Madhu came crying. The clay doll in 

her hand had broken into two. Rajan pacify her and 

promised to mend it. This small repair work became 

the founding stone of a very prosperous venture into 

making clay dolls which earned him great respect. 

Games and sportshelp in recreation. Soccer, cricket, 

lawn tennis or wrestling are eagerly watched by 

millions of fans all over the world. It helps one get a 

temporary relief from the tensions of a day. The 

dedication displayed by all players in the field 

indicates the mental and spiritual development of 

the players. 
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Mangte Chungneijang Mary Kom is a boxer and the winner of five World 

Boxing Championships and an Olympic Bronze Medal in 2012. As a school girl 

she used to play a variety of sports—hockey, football, and athletics. Inspired by 

Manipuri boxer Dingko Singh who won a gold at the Asian Games in 1998, Mary 

Kom took up boxing. She won the first medal of silver in Pennsylvania, USA, in 

2001. She is the only woman boxer to have won a medal in each one of the six 

World Championships. She was honoured with the Padma Shri in 2010 and the 

Padma Bhushan in 2013 for her wonderful achievements in the field of sports. She 

wrote her autobiography ‘Unbreakable’ in 2013. 

Declaring Victory PM hails Mary Kom 
Mary Kom’s ferocious 

action 

Mary Kom was 

appreciated 

Magnificient Mary

Practicing Fighting Winning Moment 
Mary Kom Six Time 

Champion  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

PICTURE RELATED TO THE LEASSON 
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She had to go to 

Pennsylvania 

Mary Kom got - chance to 

participate International 

Boxing Championship 

Her father gave Rs. 2000/- 

Travelled to Pennsylvania Got a Silver Medal Other sources helped her 

Praised by all Returned to India offered a Government Job 

Continued the Medal 

hauling 

Media Christened her 

Magnificient Mary (or) 

Queen of Boxing 

Married to Onler 

MIND MAP 

PITCTORIAL DESCRIPTION 
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❖ ,g;ghlk; ,e;jpa Fj;Jr;rz;il tPuhq;fiz NkhpNfhkpd; rhjidfs; gw;wpaJ.

mth; 2001-y; ngd;rpy;Ntdpahtpy; ele;j cyf ngz;fSf;fhd Fj;Jr;rz;il 

rhk;gpad;\pg; Nghl;bapy; 48 fpNyh gphptpy; gq;Nfw;f Njh;e;njLf;fg;gl;lhh;. gyUila 

gzcjtpiag; ngw;W  mg;Nghl;bapy; fye;J nfhz;l mth; jq;fg; gjf;fk;  nty;Yk; 

Fwpf;NfhSld; nrd;whh;. Mdhy; nts;sp gjf;fk; ntd;whh;. 2005-y; kzpg;g+h; 

murhq;fk; mtUf;F cjtp Ma;thsh; gjtp je;jJ. 2001-2004-y; mth; gy mfpy 

cyf Nghl;bfspy; gq;Nfw;W gy gjf;fq;fs; ntd;whh;. 2006-y; ];nlLyhLlhl;il 

nly;ypapy; ntd;W cyf rhk;gpad; Mdhh;. vdNt> mth; Fj;Jr;rz;ilapd; murp 

vd miof;fg;gLfpwhh;. 

 

THE QUEEN OF BOXING Fj;Jr;rz;ilapd; murp 

The autobiographies of accomplished sportspersons are 

replete with the challenges they faced and their  single-

minded pursuit towards their goal. Such a book is sure to 

make an interesting as well as an inspirational read. Now, 

read an excerpt from M.C. Mary Kom’s autobiography 

‘Unbreakable’. 

jpwikAs;s tpisahl;L tPuh;fspd; Rarhpijfs;> 

jq;fs; ,yf;if Nehf;fpa rthy;fis vjph; 

nfhz;Ls;sd. mj;jifa xU Gj;jfk; kpfTk; 

RthurpakhfTk;> xU J}z;LjyhfTk; thrpf;f 

itg;gJ epr;rak;. ,g;NghJ vk;.rp. NkhpNfhkpd; 

Rarhpijahd ‘cilf;f ,ayhj” gFg;gha;tpd; xU 

gFjpia thrpf;fTk;. 

Soon after the Bangkok championship, I was selected in 

the  48kg category for the International Boxing 

Association (originally the Association Internationale de 

Boxe Amateur, or the AIBA) World Women’s Boxing 

Championships in Pennsylvania, USA, in November–

December 2001. 

ghq;fhf; rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; fye;J nfhz;lgpwFehd; 

rh;tNjr Fj;Jr; rz;il mikg;gpy; (Kjypy; 

mNrh]pNa\dy; bghf;\]; mnkr;R+h; my;yJ 

AIBA) ngd;rpy;NtdpahtpYs;s cyf kfsph; 

Fj;Jrz;il rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; etk;gh; - brk;gh; 2002 

,y; 48 fpNyh gphptpy; Njh;T nra;ag;gl;Nld;. 

My father managed to collect only Rs 2,000 for my trip. I 

was both upset and very worried because I’d heard of  

how expensive things were in America. But there was 

nothing my parents or I could do. I spoke to Onler, one of 

my friends, about my problem. He invited a few students 

and elders, who went to meet the two Members of 

Parliament and seek their help. Two MPs donated Rs. 

5,000 and Rs. 3,000 respectively and I suddenly had Rs 

10,000 in my hands. With this princely sum, and a little 

more that had been collected from people, I left for the 

US. I was relieved to have money in my pocket, and knew 

that I could not come back empty-handed after all the 

vd; gazj;jpw;fhf> vd; je;ijahy; &gha; 2000 

kl;LNk Nrfhpf;f Kbe;jJ. ehd; tUj;jkhfTk;> 

NrhfkhfTk; ,Ue;Njd;. Vndd;why;> mnkhpf;fhtpy; 

midj;J nghUl;fSk; tpiy cah;e;jjhf ,Uf;Fk; 

vd;W Nfs;tpg;gl;Nld;. Mdhy; vd; ngw;NwhuhYk; 

vd;dhYk; vJTk; nra;a ,aytpy;iy. vd; 

gpur;ridag; gw;wp vd; ez;gh;fspy; xUtuhd 

Md;yUld; NgrpNdd;. mth; ghuhSkd;wj;jpd; ,U 

cWg;gpdh;fis re;jpj;J cjtp ngw rpy khzth;fs; 

kw;Wk;> nghpath;fisAk; mioj;Jr; nrd;whH. 

,uz;L ehlhSkd;w cWg;gpdh;fs; &gha; 5000 

kw;Wk; 3000 ed;nfhil toq;fpdhHfs;. 

mr;rkaj;jpy; jpBnud;W &gha; 1000 vdf;Ff; 

ghlr;RUf;fk;
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efforts that people had made on my behalf. fpilj;jJ. ,e;j kpfg; nghpa njhif kw;Wk; 

kf;fsplkpUe;J NkYk; ngwg;gl;l rpwpa 

njhifiaAk; itj;Jr; nfhz;L ehd; 

mnkhpf;fhTf;F Gwg;gl;Nld;. vd; iffspy; gzk; 

,Ue;jjpdhy; ehd; epk;kjp mile;Njd;. vd;dhy; 

ntWk; ifNahL jpUk;gptu KbahJ vd;W vdf;Fj; 

njhpAk;. Vndd;why; vd; rhHghf midj;J 

Kaw;rpfisAk; kf;fs; vLj;jpUe;jhh;fs;. 

Pennsylvania was cold and beautiful. It was snowing. We 

were confined to the sports arena, but what little I saw was 

pleasing to the eye. The people were enormously nice too. 

It was the first time in my life that I had travelled so far. I 

was looking forward to seeing what America was all 

about. But since we were the last team to arrive, we went 

straight to the sporting arena from the airport. The other 

teams had already completed their weight in, which is 

compulsory for all players. I was tired and suffering from 

jet lag. It had been morning when I left, and here it was 

morning again. After weighing in, I found out that I did 

not have any match that day. I was fortunate, but some of 

the team-mates were not so lucky. I was able to rest well 

enough to face my opponent in the round, which I won 

comfortably. My fear of facing new opponents quickly 

vanished. I competed in the 48 kg in this championship. 

While team-mates lost one after the other, I went on to 

reach the finals. I was even hopeful of winning the gold. 

The boxers were not unbeatable as I had earlier thought. 

ngd;rpy;Ntdpah Fsph;r;rpahfTk;> mofhfTk; 

,Ue;jJ. ehq;fs; tpisahl;L muq;fpy; 

jq;fitf;fg;gl;Nlhk;. mJ vd; fz;fSf;F 

tpUe;jhf ,Ue;jJ. mq;fpUe;j kf;fs; kpfTk; 

gphpakhdth;fshf ,Ue;jhh;fs;. vd; tho;ehspy; 

Kjy; Kiwahf neLe;J}uk; gazk; Nkw;nfhz;Nld;. 

ehd; mnkhpf;fhitg; gw;wp midj;Jk; mwpe;J 

nfhs;s vjph;ghh;j;Jf; fhj;jpUe;Njd;. Mdhy; 

ehq;fs; filrp mzpahf nrd;wjpdhy;> tpkhd 

epiyaj;jpypUe;J tpisahl;L muq;fpw;F Neubahf 

nrd;Nwhk;. Vw;fdNt kw;w mzpfs; jq;fsJ 

vilapid mse;J epiwT nra;jpUe;jhH;fs;. ,J 

midj;J tPuh;fSf;Fk; fl;lhakhf;fg;gl;l 

xd;whFk;. ehd; tpkhd gazj;jpdhy; fisg;ghfTk; 

NrhHthfTk; ,Ue;Njd;. ehd; Gwg;gLk; nghOJ 

,Ue;j gfy; nghOJ ehd; jpUk;gp tUk; nghOJ> 

kPz;Lk; gfy; nghOjhfNt ,Ue;jJ. ehd; 

gSJ}f;Fk; gphpTf;F nrd;w gpd;Gjhd; njhpe;jJ> 

md;iwa jpdk; vdf;F ve;jg; Nghl;bAk; ,y;iy 

vd;W. ehd; mjph;\;lrhyp. Mdhy; kw;w mzp 

cWg;gpdh;fs; me;j mjph;\;lj;ij ngwtpy;iy.  vd; 

vjpuhspia me;j Rw;wpy; vjph;nfhs;tjw;Fg; 

NghJkhd Xa;T ngw;wjdhy; vspjhf ntw;wp 

ngw;Nwd;. Gjpa vjphpfis vjph;nfhs;Sk; gak; 

tpiutpy; kiwe;J tpl;lJ. ehd; ,e;j 

rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; 48 fpNyh Nghl;bapy; 

Nghl;bapl;Nld;. mzp cWg;gpdh;fs; xUth; gpd; 

xUtuhf Njhy;tpAw;w nghOJ> ehd; ,Wjp 

Nghl;;bia mile;Njd;. ehd; Kd;Ng midj;J Fj;J 

rz;il tPuh;fisj; Njhw;fbj;J jq;fj;ij ntd;W 

tplyhk; vd;W epidj;jpUe;Njd;. 

I felt like this would be the place, the event that would 

change my life. I kept telling myself, “I can face anyone 

in the ring.” In the quarter–final, I defeated Nadia Hokmi 

of Poland by RSC (Referee Stopped Contest–applicable 

if the referee feels one of the boxers is inferior to the other 

and risks getting hurt badly), and in the semi-final, I 

defeated Jamie Behal of Canada by 21-9. I reached the 

finals, but lost to Hula Sahin of Turkey by 13-5. 

vd; tho;f;ifia;‘,e;j epfo;T’,‘,e;j ,lk;’ khw;Wk;

vd;W epidj;Njd;. ‘ehd; ahiu Ntz;LkhdhYk; 

,e;j tisaj;jpDs; vjph;nfhs;Ntd;” vd;W 

vdf;Fs; ehNd nrhy;ypf; nfhz;Nld;. fhypWjpapy; 

RSC Kiw %yk; Nghye;jpd; ehbahN`hf;kpia 

Njhw;fbj;Njd;. ehd; miuapWjp Ml;lj;jpy; 

fdlhitr; Nrh;e;j N[kpng`hy;iy 21-9 vd;w 

fzf;fpy; Njhw;fbj;Njd;. ehd; ,Wjpg; Nghl;bia 
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mile;Njd;. Mdhy; JUf;fpapd; `Pyhrh`pdplk; 

13-5 vd;w fzf;fpy; Njhy;tpaile;Njd;. 

The greatest disadvantage for me was my loss of appetite. 

I was not accustomed to the food there. Try as I might, I 

could not eat the food and I started to lose weight. So 

much so that just before the finals I was only 46 kg. This 

is probably what cost me my dream of winning gold and 

I was very disappointed. I went to my room and cried. But 

the coaches were kind; they consoled me and lauded me 

on the silver win. I was the only one in the team to get a 

medal. But the biggest thing I took away from this 

championship was the conviction that I could take on any 

boxer. 

vdf;F kpfg; nghpa ,ilA+W vd; grpapd;ik. mq;Nf 

cs;s czT vdf;Fg; gof;fkpy;iy. vd;dhy; Kbe;j 

tiu Kaw;rpj;Njd;. vd;dhy; czitr; rhg;gpl 

Kbatpy;iy kw;Wk; ,Wjp Nghl;bf;F Kd;ghf vil 

,of;f Muk;gpj;Njd;. ehd; 46 fpNyh kl;LNk 

,Ue;Njd;. ,jdhy; ehd; jq;fk; nty;Yk; fdit 

,oe;Njd;. ,J kpfTk; Vkhw;wkhf ,Ue;jJ. ehd; 

vd; miwf;F nrd;W mONjd;. Mdhy; vd; 

gapw;rpahsu;fs; md;ghdth;fs;. mth;fs; vd;id 

MWjy; milar; nra;jdh; NkYk;> ehd; nts;sp 

ntd;wjw;fhf vd;idg; ghuhl;bdhh;fs;. mzpapy; 

ehd; kl;LNk gjf;fk; ngw;Nwd;. Mdhy; ,e;j 

rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; ,Ue;J ehd; fw;Wf; nfhz;l kpfg; 

nghpa tp\ak; vd;dntd;why; ve;j Fj;Jr; rz;il 

tPuiuAk; vjph;f;f KbAk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifia. 

In the course of my career, I have become used to travel 

and to the different ways that things work in other 

countries. One time, in China, we were given chopsticks 

to eat our meals with. Just when I had painfully begun to 

master the art of using a knife and fork, I had to use two 

sticks to fill my stomach. I ended up using both my hands 

to hold the chopstick to pick up the food and push it into 

my mouth. My teammates asked for spoons but I tried to 

manage with the sticks. It helped that I really enjoy 

Chinese food. I was hungry enough that I managed the 

complex work required – I ate enough to sate my appetite 

and my palate. After five years of travelling, I started 

taking along some packed food from home. 

vd; tho;f;if gazj;jpy; ehd; gazpf;ff; fw;Wf; 

nfhz;Nld;. mjd; gpd; ntt;NtW ehLfspy; 

eilnw;w Nghl;bfspy; fyq;J nfhz;Nld;. rPdhtpy; 

xU Kiw vq;fs; rhg;ghL rhg;gpLtjw;F 

N[hbFr;rpfs; toq;fg;gl;lJ xU fj;jp kw;Wk; 

Kl;fuz;biag; gad;gLj;jp czT cl;nfhs;s 

Njh;e;j ehd;> vd; tapw;iw epug;g ,uz;L Fr;rpfis 

gad;gLj;j Ntz;bapUe;jJ. ehd; vd; ,uz;L 

iffisAk; gad;gLj;jp czT cz;z 

Muk;gpj;Njd;. vd;Dld; te;j tPuh;fs; fuz;biaf; 

Nfl;lhh;fs;. Mdhy; vdf;F nfhLf;fg;gl;l 

Fr;rpia nfhz;L czit cz;z Muk;gpj;Njd;> 

mJ vdf;F rPd czit tpUk;gp rhg;gpl itj;jJ. 

ehd;; grNahL ,Ue;jjhy; me;j rpf;fyhd nray;ghL 

vd;id grpahwTk; Urpahd czit rhg;gplTk; 

toptFj;jJ. 5 tUl gazj;jpw;F gpd;> tPl;bypUe;J 

ehd; fl;ba czit vLj;Jr; nry;y Muk;gpj;Njd;. 

On my return, Delhi gave me a warm welcome at the 

airport. Back in Imphal, I was greeted with garlands and 

drumbeats and dancing. There was a victory ride across 

town, a felicitation programme was held in Langol, an 

area that houses the government quarters. Thanksgiving 

prayers were said and words of praise and adulation were 

showered on me. I was presented with a traditional shawl. 

Oja Ibomcha was also present and was duly felicitated. 

When I spoke to the people in Langol that day, I spoke of 

my hope that I would win gold in future tournaments. 

ehd; jpUk;gp ntz;fy gjf;fj;Jld; te;j NghJ 

nly;yp tpkhd epiyaj;jp;y; vd;id tuNtw;wdh;. 

kPz;Lk; ,k;ghy; te;j nghOJ khiy khpahijfSk;> 

Nkyjhsq;fSk; kw;Wk; eldq;fspdhYk; ehd; 

tuNtw;fg;gl;Nld;. efuk; KOtJk; ntw;wp 

nfhz;lhlg;gl;lJ. murhq;f mjpfhhpfs; trpf;Fk; 

yhq;fy; gFjpapy; vd;idg; ghuhl;b tpoh 

eilngw;wJ. ed;wp gpuhh;j;jid $wg;gl;lJ. gpd;G> 

ghuhl;L kw;Wk; Gfo;r;rp thh;j;ijfs; vd; kPJ 

nghopag;gl;lJ. ghuk;ghpakhd rhy;it vdf;Fg; 

ghprhf toq;fg;gl;lJ. vd;Dld; ,Ue;j 

X[h,Nkhk;\hTf;Fk; vd;idg; NghyNt khpahij 

toq;fg;gl;lJ. ehd; yhq;fhtpy; cs;s kf;fsplk; 
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md;W NgrpaNghJ vjph;fhy Nghl;bfspy; jq;fj;ij 

nty;Ntd; vd;W ek;gpf;ifAld; NgrpNdd;. 

That first international medal, a silver, will always mean 

a lot to me. The fight and all that followed are clearly 

etched in my memory. But deep inside, I was not happy 

with a silver. As I touched down in India, I vowed that the 

next time I would bring back a gold. I knew I was good 

enough. 

Kjy; rh;tNjr gjf;fkhd nts;sp> ,g;NghJk; 

vdf;F epiwa mh;j;jj;ij; je;jJ. rz;il kw;Wk; 

midj;Jj; njhlh; epfo;TfSk; vd; epidtfj;jpy; 

nghwpf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. Mdhy; vd; cs; kdjpy; 

nts;spg; gjf;fk; vdf;F kfpo;r;rpaspf;ftpy;iy. 

ehd; ,e;jpahTf;fhf mLj;j Kiw cWjpahf jq;fg; 

gjf;fk; nty;Ntd; vd;W cWjp nkhop vLj;Njd;. 

vdf;F njhpe;J ,J kd epiwthf ,Ue;jJ. 

The silver in Pennsylvania and the prize money from the 

government had put an end to my immediate financial 

worries. But I wanted a job too, for that alone can bring 

long-term security and a steady income. Also, around the 

time that I was getting married, I had no savings except a 

couple of life insurance policies. After my second World 

Championship gold, the Manipur government offered me 

the post of Sub-Inspector, which I accepted in 2005. I had 

long dreamt of getting a government job through the 

sports quota, and it was finally fulfilled. I earned a salary 

of Rs. 15,000 in that first job. The thing about jobs that 

are obtained through the sports quota is that we are not 

required to go in to work as regularly as our colleagues 

because we tend to be away at camps and tournaments 

through much of the year. I go to office when necessary. 

And every time I need to go out of station, I am required 

to take leave and inform the department. 

ngd;rpNtdpahtpy; ngw;w nts;spAk;> murhq;fj;jpd; 

ghpRg;gzKk; vdf;F cldb epjpf; ftiyia 

KbTf;Ff; nfhz;L te;jJ. Mdhy; vdf;F xU 

Ntiy Njit. Vndd;why; jdpahf ePz;l fhyg; 

ghJfhg;gpw;F xU tUkhdj;ijr; Nrh;f;f KbAk;. 

NkYk;> ehd; jpUkzk; nra;J nfhz;l Neuj;jpy;> 

MAs; fhg;gPl;Lf; Nrkpg;G jtpu NtW ve;j tpjkhd 

Nrkpg;GfSk; vdf;Ff; fpilahJ. vd; ,uz;lhtJ 

cyf rhk;gpad;\pg; jq;fj;jpw;Fg; gpwF> kzpg;G+h; 

murhq;fk; vdf;Fj; Jizf; fz;fhzpg;ghsh; 

gjtpia toq;fpaJ. ehd; 2005 ,y; ,ij Vw;Wf; 

nfhz;Nld;. ehd; Kjy; Ntiyapy; &.15>000 

rk;ghjpj;Njd;. tpisahl;L ,l xJf;fPL %yk; 

fpilf;Fk; Ntiyf;F ehq;fs; kw;wth;fisg;Nghy; 

tof;fkhf Ntiyf;Fg; Nghf Ntz;ba 

mtrpakpy;iy. Vndd;why; ehq;fs; Mz;L NjhWk; 

Kfhk;fspYk;> rz;ilfspYk; ,Ue;J tUfpNwhk;. 

Njitahd NghJ> ehd; mYtyfj;jpw;Fr; 

nry;fpNwd;. ehd; xt;nthU KiwAk; 

epiyaj;jpypUe;J ntspNaWk; NghJ> tpLg;G 

vLg;gij> Jiwf;Fj; njhptpf;f Ntz;Lk;. 

My medal haul continued after my marriage, putting an 

end to speculation among my family and friends around 

that particular topic. I retained the world title in the Third 

World Women’s Boxing Championships at Podolsk in 

Russia, in 2005. Sarita, who had won the bronze, and I 

were given a hero’s welcome at the Imphal airport. We 

were taken to the Bhagyachandra Open Air Theatre, 

where a grand reception was organised. 

vd;Dila jpUkzj;jpw;Fg; gpwF vdJ gjf;fk; 

njhlh;e;jJ. me;j Fwpg;gpl;l tp\aj;ijr; Rw;wp vd; 

FLk;gj;jpdUf;Fk; ez;gh;fSf;Fk; Cfpf;f 

Kbe;jJ. ehd; u\;ahtpy; nghlhy;];  %d;whk; cyf 

kfsph; Fj;Jr; rz;il rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; cyf 

gl;lj;ijj; jf;f itj;Jf; nfhz;Nld;. 2005 Mk; 

Mz;by; ntz;fyj;ij ntd;w rhpjhTk;> ehDk; 

,k;ghy; tpkhd epiyaj;jpy; tpu tuNtw;igg; 

ngw;Nwhk;. ‘ghf;fpar;re;jpuh’ jpwe;j ntsp

jpiuauq;fpw;F ehq;fs; mioj;Jr; nry;yg;gl;Nlhk;. 

mq;F xU tuNtw;G Vw;ghL nra;ag;gl;bUe;jJ. 

I’d had a good run from 2001 to 2004. I won several 

golds: all the Senior Women’s Boxing Championships; 

the 2nd Women’s Boxing Championships, 2002; the 2nd 

Asian Women’s Boxing Championships at Hisar in 2003; 

and the Witch Cup Boxing Championships at Paes, 

Hungary. In spite of this, when I got married, everybody 

ehd; 2001 ,y; ,Ue;J 2004 tiu gy Nghl;bfspy; 

ntw;wp ngw;Nwd;. ehd; gy jq;fq;fis ntd;Nwd;. 

%j;j kfsph; Fj;Jr; rz;il rhk;gpad;fs;> 2tJ 

kfsph; Fj;Jr; rz;il rhk;gpad;\pg;> 2002> 2003 Mk; 

Mz;by; `p]hhpy; 2tJ Mrpa kfsph; Fj;Jr; 

rz;il rhk;gpad;\pg; kw;Wk; `q;NfhpapYs;s 
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was doubtful that my medal hauls would continue. But 

after the wedding, I participated in and won a gold in the 

Third and Fourth World Women’s Boxing 

Championships in October 2005 and November 2006. 

ga]pd; ];tpl;r; Nfhg;ig Fj;Jr; rz;il 

rhk;gpad;\pg; Nghd;wit ,jpy; Fwpg;gplj;jf;fit. 

,JNghy;> ehd; jpUkzk; nra;J nfhz;l NghJ 

vd;dhy; gjf;fj;ijj; njhlu KbAkh vd;w re;Njfk; 

midtUf;Fk; ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; jpUkzj;jpw;Fg; 

gpwF> mf;Nlhgh; 2005 kw;Wk; etk;gh; 2006 ,y; ehd; 

%d;whk; kw;Wk; ehd;fhk; cyf kfsph; 

rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; jq;fk; ntd;Nwd;. 

There were a number of other international level 

championships, in Taiwan, Vietnam, Denmark and so on. 

But it was retaining my world title in 2006 by defeating 

Steluta Duta of Romania 22-7 at the Fourth World 

Championships in New Delhi that I consider one of my 

greatest achievements. It is probably the most memorable 

for me because I was able to win at home. The other Indian 

boxers also performed exceptionally well. India won four 

golds, one silver and three bronzes, and our team won the 

overall title. With this hat-trick of World Championship 

wins, the media christened me ‘Queen of Boxing’ and 

‘Magnificent Mary’. 

ijthd;> tpal;ehk;> nld;khh;f; Nghd;w gy rh;tNjr 

epiy  rhk;gpad;fs; gy ,Ue;jd. 2006 Mk; Mz;by; 

GJjpy;yp ehd;fhtJ cyf rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; 

UNkdpahtpy; ];bYhl;lh^l;lhit 22-7 vd;w 

fzf;fpy; Njhw;fbj;jjd; %yk; vdJ cyf 

rhk;gpad;\pg; gl;lj;ijj; jf;f itj;Jf; nfhz;Nld;. 

,JNt vd; kpfg;nghpa rhjidahff; fUJfpNwd;. 

ehd; ve;jtpj gapw;rpAk; Nkw;nfhs;shky; tPl;by; 

,Ue;jgbNa ntw;wp ngw Kbe;jjhy;> ,J vdf;F 

kpfTk; kwf;f Kbahj xd;whFk;. kw;w ,e;jpa Fj;Jr; 

rz;il tPuh;fSk; rpwg;ghf tpisahbdh;. ,e;jpah 

ehd;F jq;fk;> xU nts;sp> %d;W ntz;fyg; 

gjf;fq;fis ntd;wJ. vq;fs; mzp xl;L nkhj;j 

gl;lj;ij ntd;wJ. ,e;j %d;W Kiw njhlh; 

rhjid %yk; cyf rhk;gpad;\pg;igf; 

ifg;gw;wpNdhk;. Clfq;fs; vd;id ‘Fj;Jr; rz;il 

uhzp” kw;Wk; ‘mw;Gjkhd Nkhp” vd ngah; 

R+l;bdhh;fs;. 

princely very large mjpfkhd 

jet lag a tired and unpleasant feeling, a 

person experiences, following a long 

flight through different time zones 

tpkhd gazj;jpy; Vw;gLk; 

Nrhh;T 

appetite hunger grp 

lauded appreciated ghuhl;baJ 

conviction firm faith or belief cWjpahd ek;gpf;if 

sate satisfy njspT> jpUg;jp 

palate sense of taste Rit czh;T 

felicitation congratulatory address ghuhl;L 

adulation appreciation ghuhl;Ljy; 

etched imprinted nghwpf;fg;gl;Ls;s 

speculation guess A+fk; 

haul taking a collection jpul;Ljy; 
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Word Synonyms jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

excerpt piece taken from a book, select, choose, take out xU gFjp 

princely huge Mlk;guk; 

relieved mitigated, eased, alleviated tpLtpf;fg;gl;l 

confined unfree, rstricted, limited FWfpa msT 

arena enclosed area used for sports, political sphere ,lk; 

enormously hugely, tremendously, staggeringly mjpfkhf 

weighing consideration, think, deliberation Vw;Wf;nfhs;Sjy; 

opponent contestant vjpuhsp 

vanished disappeared, non existent kiwe;j 

competed taking part, accomplish gq;Nfw;G 

unbeatable unconquerable, invincible tPo;j;j Kbahj 

accustomed usual, habitual gof;fg;gl;l 

consoled expurgated MWjy; $Wjy; 

disappointed frustrated, foiled, unsuccessful tUj;jg;gLjy; 

felicitation speech act Vw;Giu 

adulation flattery Gfo;jy; 

etched carved, inscribed Mirg;gLjy; 

tend incline, suffer, run ghjpf;fg;gl;l 

retained maintained, preserved ghJfhj;jy; 

defeating win a victory, unsuccessful Njhw;Wg; Nghjy; 

exceptionally unacceptable Vw;f Kbahj 

christened baptised Qhd];jhdk; 

hat-trick the scoring of three goals by one player in one game %d;W Kiw njhlh;e;J 

rhjid 

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 

excerpt X  include, record, add princely X poor, vulgar, low class 

relieved X  unmitigated confined X free, unconfined, unrestricted 

weighing X  tactlessness opponent X unthreatening, peaceful 

vanished X  existent competed X begin, broken 

SYNONYMS 

ANTONYMS 
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unbeatable X  beatable, vincible, 

 conquerable 

accustomed X unusal, uncommon, new 

consoled X  uncensored disappointed X successful, productive 

felicitation X  disagreement etched X uncarved, uncut, simple 

tend X  disagree, distrust retained X destroyed, gone 

defeating X  successful exeptionally X acceptable, satisfactory 

christened X  domobilized 

 
 

1.Antonyms (Find and write the antonyms for the words in Box A from the set of words in Box B)

A B A B 

amateur X  professional compulsory X  optional/Voluntary 

traditional X  modern expensive X  cheap 

hopeful X  hopeless hopeful X  desperate 

accepted X desperate/refused accepted X desperate/refused 

2) Based on your reading of the text answer the following questions in two to three sentences

each.  (Text Page - 38) 

a) How did Mary Kom manage to get financial support for her trip to the USA? How did

Onler help Mary Kom in sending her to USA?               (June -19, Mar-20)(MDL-2023)

Her Dad gave Rs.2000/-. Onler got Rs.8000/- from 2 MPs. She collected some money 

from people. 

b) Why did Mary Kom think that she should not return empty - handed?  (Mar-19) 

Her well-wishers offered her money. She didn’t want to disappoint them. So, she didn’t 

like to return empty – handed. 

c) What was her first impression of America?

It was cold and beautiful. The places were pleasing. It was snowing Americans were 

nice. 

d) Why could she call herself ‘lucky’?

She had jet lag. She had enough rest before match. So, she called herself lucky. 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS 
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e) According to Mary Kom, what was the reason for her losing in the finals?

American food didn’t suit her. She lost appetite. She lost weight. So, she lost in the 

finals. 

f) What made her feel confident about the competitive players? Explain.

Mary Kom cried on her defeat in the finals. She won the silver medal. Her coaches 

encouraged and consoled her. It made her feel confident about the competitive players. 

g) What difficulty did she experience while eating Chinese food?

She had to use chopsticks. Eating with them so was hard. She managed to eat with 

chopsticks. 

h) How was she felicitated on her return to India?     (MAR-23) 

She was welcomed warmly. She was greeted with garland, drumbeat and dance. A 

felicitation programme was held. 

i) What did she consider her greatest achievement? Why?  (May-22) 
She won the world title (2006). She won it in New Delhi. So, she considered it her greatest 

achievement. 

 

3.Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 100-150 words each(Text Page -

39) 

a) Describe Mary Kom’s personal experiences during her first International Championship

match from the time of selection to winning the medal.

She was selected in the 48kg category. Her dad gave Rs.2,000/-. Two MPs gave 

Rs.8,000/- She decided to win. She shouldn’t lose. In America, she was tired. She took rest. She 

was qualified for the finals. She was hopeful. She lost appetite. She lost weight. She lost gold. She 

won silver. Her coaches encouraged her. So, she could face any boxer. 

b) Lack of adequate financial resources and sponsorships often affect sportspersons. How is

this evident from Mary Kom’s life?

Mary Kom was selected in the 48Kg category. Her Dad gave only Rs.2000/- Two 

MPs gave Rs.8000/- People gave some money. Thus, she got money. She wanted to win gold. She 

Moral: Success follows failure. 

PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS 
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won only silver. Her worries were over. She wanted a job. She got married. She had 2 insurance 

policies. Manipur Govt. made her an SI. Her financial problem was over. 

c) Why was Mary Kom named the ‘Queen of Boxing’ and ‘Magnificent Mary’?

She took part in many matches. She won many medals. She got married. She 

continued boxing. She won gold medals. She won world title. She retained it. It was her great 

achievement. It was the most memorable thing. She had hattrick victory. She was called the ‘Queen 

of Boxing’. She was also called Magnificent Mary. 

Introduction: 

The story of “The Queen of Boxing” an excerpt of “Unbreakable”, an antobiography 

written by Mary Kom elaborately depicts her financial crisis and winning the International 

Championship. It also deals with her various achievements till now. 

Her Financial Crisis: 

Mary Kom was selected in the 48kg category for the world women’s Boxing 

Championship in the USA, 2001. He father collected only Rs.2000 for the trip. She was upset and 

very worried. Two MPs donated Rs.8000 through her friend Onler. She collected a little more 

from others. She left with a decision not to return empty - handed. 

Winning Silver Medal: 

Mary Kom was tired and suffering from jet lag. She took rest, faced her opponent and 

won. She lost her fear of opponents. She hoped to win the gold medal. In the quarterfinal. she 

Prose : The Queen of Boxing 

Author : Mary Kom 

Theme : Mary Kom’s financial crisis and 

   winning World Championship. 

Moral: Luck follows talented persons. 

Moral: Talented men are famous. 

SPECIAL PARAGRAPH 

FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 
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defeated Nadia Hokmi and Jame Behal. She reached the finals. But, she lost to Huha Sahin. 

She could win only the silver, She was disappointed. Her coaches consoled and praised her. 

Warm Welcome: 

On her return, Delhi gave her a warm welcome at the airport. At Imphal, she was greeted 

with garlands, drumbeats and dancing. There was a victory ride across town. A felicitation 

programme was held in Langol. She was presented with a shawl too. 

Financial Prosperity: 

The medal and the prize money put an end to her financial worries. Meanwhile, she got 

married. She had only some life insurance policies.  After her second World Championship 

gold, the Manipur Government offered her the post of sub- inspector in 2005. Her dream of 

getting a government job was fulfilled finally. 

Various Achievements: 

She retained the world title in the Third World Women’s Boxing Championships in 

2005. She was given a hero’s welcome at the Imphal airport. From 2001 to 2004, she won many 

gold – all the world’s Women’s Champtionships, the 2nd women’s Boxing Championships. She 

also won the Third and Fourth World Women Boxing Championships in 2005 and 2006. 

Winning Titles: 

For her great victories, media called her the ‘Queen of Boxing’ and Magnificent Mary. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, Mary Kom made many great victories. 

The lesson portrays Mary Kom’s hardwork and success. She was selected for 

international match. She had no money. Her Dad gave Rs.2000/-. Two MPs gave Rs.8000/-. 

Others gave some money. She wanted to win gold. She won silver. Her coaches encouraged her. 

Prose : Queen of Boxing 

Author : Mary Kom 

Theme : Mary Kom’s hardwork 

Moral: Men of pereverence make great victories. 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 
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Kom had financial problem. She wanted a job. She got married. She had 2 insurance policies. 

Manipur Govt made her an SI. Her financial problem was over. Kom participated in many 

matches. She won gold medals. She won world title. She retained it. It was her great achievement. 

She was called the ‘Queen of Boxing. She was also called ‘Manificent Mary’.Thus, Mary Kom 

became successful through hardwork. 

A) Abbreviations:

Note the abbreviation used in the following

sentence taken from the lesson ‘The Queen of

Boxing’. In the quarter-final, I defeated Nadia

Hokmi of Poland by RSC.” Here, the expansion of

RSC is Referee Stopped Contest.

Look at the other abbreviations used in the lesson. 

USA  – United States of America

AIBA  – Association Internationale de Boxe

Amateur 

Write the expanded forms of the following 

abbreviations we commonly come across in our daily 

life. 

1) IELTS - International English Language

Testing  System

2) GST - Goods and Services Tax

3) TNPSC - Tamil Nadu Public Service

Commission

4) STD - Subscribers’ Trunk Dialling

5) ISD - International Subscribers’ Dialling

6) MBA - Master of Business Administration

FOR SLOW LEARNERS 

❖ There was an international match.

❖ Kom was selected.

❖ She got help.

❖ She won silver.

❖ She was encouraged.

❖ She got an SI job.

❖ Her problem was over.

❖ She participated in many matches.

❖ She won gold medals.

❖ She won world title.

❖ She retained it.

❖ It was great.

VOCABULARY 

Moral: Hardwork brings success. 

TEXTUAL EXERCISE 
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7) MHRD - Ministery of Human Resource

Development

8) GPS - Global Positioning System

9) NSS - National Service Scheme

10) PTA - Parent-Teacher Association

11) NGO - Non-Governmental Organisation

12) ICU - Intensive Care Unit

13) IIM - Indian Institute of Mangaement

14) MRI - Magnetic Resonance Imaging

15) ECG - Electro-Cardio Gram

16) NCC - National Cadet Corps

17) LED - Light Emitting Diode

18) CPU - Central Processing Unit

19) CBSE - Central Board of Secondary

Education

20) GDP - Gross Domestic Product

21) LCD - Liquid Crystal Display

22) NRI - Non-Resident Indian

23) IIT - Indian Institute of Technology

24) ITI - Industrial Training Institute

25) USB - Universal Serial Bus

B) Note the underlined words in the sentences

below.They are antonyms formed by adding

prefixes ‘un’ and ‘dis’ to the base words.

➢ The boxers were not unbeatable as I had earlier

thought.

➢ The greatest disadvantage for me was my loss of

appetite.

Now form the opposites of the words given below 

by prefixing ‘un’, ‘in’, ‘dis’, ‘ir’, ‘il’ 

appropriately.  

fortunate – unfortunate respect - disrespect  

rational - irrational direct - indirect  

regular - irregular active - inactive  

agree – disagreeobedient - disobedient  

continue - discontinue decent - indecent  

legitimate - illegitimate regular - irregular  

aware - unaware finite - infinite  

necessary - unnecessary 

C) Idioms related to Sports

1) throw in the towel - to give up

2) in our corner - on your side in an argument or

dispute

3) on the ropes - state of near collapse or defeat

4) below the belt - unfair or unsporting behavior

5) square off - prepare for a conflict.

Listening Activity 

Read the questions based on the running commentary 

of a cricket match. Then, listen to the running 

commentary of the match read out by your teacher or 

played on the recorder and tick the right answers. 

i) Who faced the first ball in the 49th over?

a) Kulasekara b) Yuvraj

c) Dhoni d) Sachin

ii) Which batsman hit a sixer?

a) Kulasekara b) Bajji

c) Dhoni d) Yuvraj

iii) Where was the match held?

a) Chennai b) Delhi

c) Calcutta d) Mumbai

iv) Who were popularly called ‘The Finishers’?

a) Dhoni and Yuvarajb) Bajji and Malinga

c) Gambhir and Yuvaraj d) Perara and Malinga

v) How many runs did India need to win the match

in the last four overs?

a) 30 b) 21

c) 37 d) 27

ii) Choose the correct option.

1) A contact sport usually involves a _______ contact

between players.

a) violent b) gentle c) physical

2) Kabbadi is a game played between __________.

a) seven teams of two players

b) two teams of seven players

c) four teams of seven players

3) A single ___________.

a) player on offence is referred to as a raider

b) offence is referred to as a raider.

c) raider is an offence by the player.

Grammar 

A) Choose the correct word to complete the

following sentences.

1) We are not completely sure but Kishore maycome

back tomorrow.

2) When Koushik was a child, he used to play in the

street.

3) CouldI have some more juice, please?

FOR ORDERS CONTACT : 8643007972
www.Padasalai.Net                                                          www.CBSEtips.in

Kindly send me your study materials to padasalai.net@gmail.com

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

https://www.padasalai.net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


PENGUIN  34  XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

4) We can / need need not paint this room now.

5) Iwould rather request you to check my exercise

before giving it to the teacher.

6) May / Can / ShallI use your mobile phone ? It's an

emergency. 

7) In schools, studentsmust wear uniform. It is

compulsory.

8) The voyagers did not dareto drop anchor at the

unknown island.

9) Thou shallhave your neighbour.

10)  The Manager willnot excuse you, if you fail to

complete your assignment today.

11)  Helen jotted down the important points lest she

should forget it.

12)  You ought tonever retain me against my wishes.

13) Being a Monday, the shops will not be crowded

today.

14)  Iwould admit my fault, if I were you.

15)  The groom must certainly be over 30 years of age.

16) My brother will go abroad to pursue his higher

studies next year.

17) It’s not that urgent. You can/ maytake your own

time.

18) There is a lot of time left, so you need not be panic.

19) CanI turn on the fan, please?

20) I can not believe my eyes. Is Santhosh the one who

is standing over there?

21)  Dinesh must be the richest person in the village. He

has just bought two luxury cars.

22. Nirmalacouldwrite perfectly when she was seven.

B) Complete the summary of the poem by filling in

the blanks with the words given below.

The poet, in a relaxed state of mind, is sitting in a (1)

grove. He reflects on how his mood brings (2) pleasant 

thoughts, which are inevitably followed by sorrowful 

ones. He feels conected to all of nature, and senses an 

inherent joy in all (4) creations. He has faith in the fact 

that all the primroses and periwinkles around him (5) 

savour the air they breathe. He feels that every bird in 

the grove moves with (6) ecsatsy. As the twigs catch the 

breezy air, they do so with the same pleasure (7) 

pervading all life on earth. This joy of nature seems to 

be heaven-sent. Nature's holy plan is to offer joy and 

peace to all forms of life on earth. The poet's pleasant 

train of thought slowly leads to the sad reflection of how 

mankind alone has wrought sorrow and (8) suffering 

upon itself. He firmly believes that man is meant to spend 

his days blissfully taking part in the vitality and joy 

surrounding him in(9) abundance. He therefore 

concludes rhetorically, emphasizing that he has good 

reason to (10) lament the distress, man unnecessarily 

brings upon himself. 

c) Read the following passage adapted from ‘Three

Men in a Boat’ and fill in the blanks with

appropriate modals and read the paragraph

aloud.

I thought I will go to British Museum today to read

the treatment for some slight ailment of which I had a 

touch. I could read all I wanted to read and then felt I 

mustbegin to study diseases. I started to generally turn 

the leaves idly.  

I came to typhoid fever, read the symptoms and 

discovered I was having it for months without knowing 

it. Cholera, I had severe complications. Diphtheria, I 

must have been born with. I was relieved to find that 

Bright’s disease, I had only in a modified form as so far 

as that was concerned, I would live for years. The only 

disease I could conclude I had not got was a housemaid’s 

knee. I sat and pondered. I tried to feel my heart. I could 

not feel(not feel) my heart. I walked into the reading 

room as a happy healthy man but crawled out as a 

decrepit wreck. 

Prepositions 

Sometimes a sentence can end with a preposition. 

Read the sentences given below. 

1) This seat is not very comfortable to sit _________.

Ans: on 

2) My father gave me some pictures to look

_________. Ans: at 

3) Was it worth waiting _________? Ans: for 
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Mr. Beek of New Jersey has invented a floating life-

preserver, which gives complete protection forpeople 

who have been shipwrecked. The upper section is large 

enough for the wearer to be able to move his head and 

arms out, and a month's supply of food and drinking 

water can also be stored in it. The cover can be closed in 

rough weather, and the wearer can see through the 

window in the front, and breathe througha curved pipe. 

The life preserver is made of water proof cloth attached 

to circular metal tubes, which protect the wearer 

fromsharp rocks and hungry fish. 

(i) The new machines are quite different from the old

ones. They are able to work at a much faster pace, a

substantially reduced risk tothe environment.

The wreck of the RMS Titanic lies at a depth of 

about12,500 feet about 370 miles south east off the 

coast of Newfoundland. It lies in two main pieces 

about a third of a mile apart. The bow is still largely 

recognizable with many preserved interiors, despite 

the damage it sustained hitting the sea floor. A debris 

field of the wreck contains thousands of items spilled 

from the ship as it sank. She sank in the year 1912. 

16. The vegetables were planted behind the apple

tree.(6)

3. Desert will be served after dinner. (5)

FOR ORDERS CONTACT : 8643007972
www.Padasalai.Net                                                          www.CBSEtips.in

Kindly send me your study materials to padasalai.net@gmail.com

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

https://www.padasalai.net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 
 

PENGUIN  36  XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

30. We ran past the other kids.(4)
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1. Rhyming Words:nfhLf;fg;gl;lghlypy; cs;sxt;nthUthpapd; filrpthh;j;ijfisf;

ftdpf;f Ntz;Lk;. mitfspNyxNukhjphpahdxypfs; ,Ue;jhy; mitfs;Rhyming

Words MFk;.

Ex : Tell me not, in mournful numbers. 

Left is but an empty dream! 

For the soul is dead that slumbers. 

And things are not what this seem. 

Rhyming words  –  numbers  -   slumbers 

    dream  -   seem 

2. Ryme scheme :xUghly; thpfspd; filrpthh;j;ijfspy; xNuxypahfte;jhy;

mjw;FxUFwpaPLitf;f Ntz;Lk;. cjhuzkhfa, b, c.................... 

Ex : With all my heart I do admire a 

 Athletes who meat for fun or hire a 

 Who take the field in gandy pumpb 

xypkhWgLk; NghJFwpaPLkhWk;. 

3. Simile : a word or phrase that compares something to something else showing resemblance, using the

words like (or) as.

xj;jgz;Gfisxg;gpLk; NghJctikvd;fpNwhk;.

like,asNghd;wthh;j;ijfisitj;Jsimilemilahsk; fhzyhk;.

4. Metaphor :It is an implied simile. The use of word to indicate a meaning different from its literal

meaning.

He was a lion in the battle.  

(He fought like a lion in the battle – simile) 

5. Personification : The practice of repreenting objects, qualities etc. as humans, in art and

literature.kdpjg;gz;igkdpjuy;yhjtw;wpw;Fxw;wpr; nrhy;Yjy;.

1. Time and tide wait for no none.

2. Laughter holding both her sides.

3. Death lays his hands on things.

6. Appostrphe :An Apostrophe is a direct address to the dead, to the absent, or to a personified object or

idea.capuw;w/ Nehpy;,y;yhjth;fismioj;jy;.

1. O judgement!thou art fled to brutish beasts.

2. O grave!Where is thy victory.

3. O ye wheels!be silent for today.

FOR ORDERS CONTACT : 8643007972
www.Padasalai.Net                                                          www.CBSEtips.in

Kindly send me your study materials to padasalai.net@gmail.com

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

https://www.padasalai.net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


PENGUIN  100  XI -ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com  www.penguinbooks.in 

7. Oxymoron : Oxymoron is a special form of Antithesis, where two contradictory qualities are

predicted at once of thesame thing.vjph; nrhw;fshy; xUegiuNah/ xU nghUisNahFwpg;gJ.

1. So innocent arch, so cunningly simple.

2. This honour noted in dishonor stood.

8. Onomatopoeia :The fact of words containing sounds similar to the noises they

describe.xypf;Fwpg;Gr; nrhw;fs;.

buzz, chirp, meow (cat's) 

He sipped his straight mouth. 

9. Anaphora : me;jhjpj; njhil–aliterary device wherein a word or a phrase is respeated at the

beginning of two or more successive sentences.njhlh;e;JtUk; ghly; thpfspy;

xNuthh;j;ijjpUk;gtUk; NghJmjidAnaphoravd;fpNwhk;.

Ex : 1.In time the savage bull sustains the yoke.

In time all haggard barks will stoop to three– Thomas Kyd- 

2.Was it conveanice ................ 

Was it perversity ................. 

Was it humility ................... 

10. Alliteration :Nkhidthe use of the same letter or sound (comment) at the beginning of the words

that are close together.

xU thpapy; xUthh;j;ijapd; Kjy; nka;naOj;J xypkPz;Lk; te;jhy;

mjidalliterationvd;fpNwhk;.

Ex : 1.Peter Picked a pech of pickled peppers.

2.Sing a song of six pece.

11. Assanance : The repetition of similar words in stressed syllables of successive words.

Ex : 1.Sonnet and povidge – same vowels different consonants.

2.Cold and killed – different words same consonants.

12. Hyperbole : A way of speeching and writing that makes something sound more excition that it really

is.xUtp\aj;ijkpifg;gLj;jpf; $Wjy;.

Ex : 1.I am so hungry I could eat a horse.

2.If the river were dry, I am able to fill it with tears.

13. Anthithesis: a striching opposition of words is made in the same

sentence.vjph;kiwfisfUj;JxNuthf;fpaj;jpy; tUjy;.

Ex:  1.Man proposes and disposes.

2.To err is human to forgive is divine.

3.Speech is silver silence is golden.

14. Allusion: When a person or another makes an indirect reference in speech, text or song to anevent or

figure.xUnra;jpiaNeuhfNth (m) kiwKfkhfNth>xUkdpjidNah (m),lj;ijNah

(m)Vw;fdNtele;jxUepfo;itNahFwpg;gJ.

Ex:  1.Your backyard is a Garden of Eden. (Biblical)
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2.You're a regular Einstein (Historical allusion)

15. Poetic Diction: The style of speaking or within used by the speaker or writer.

Ex:  1. “Heard melodies are sweet, but those

Un heard melodies are sweeter: then the 

Ye soft pipes, play on ……..” 

16. Archaism:gioikf; $W: The use of writing or speech that is now rarely used; the use ofolder

versions language and art.

1. Know from whence you came.

2. O, Romes, Wherefore art thou Rome?

17. Pun:rpNyil: A pun is a joke that makes a play on words.

Ex:  1.A bicycle can't stand on its non because it is two-tired.

2.Is life worth living? It depends upon the liver.

18. Repetition: Often use in speech, as a rhetorical device to bring attention to an idea

Ex:  1. If you think you can do it, you can do it

2. The woods are lovely, dark and deep …… 

And miles to go before I sleep 

And miles to go before I sleep. 

19. MetonymyMFngah; : It replaces the name of a thing with the name of something else withwhich it

is closely associated.

1. Pen is mightier than the sword.

2. The crown, for the king.

3. From the cradle, to the grave.

4. The whole city went out to sea the victorions general.
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Gabriel Okara (born 1921) is a Nigerian poet and novelist. His verse  has been

translated into several languages. His poem The Call of the River Nun won the best 

award for Literature at the Nigerian  Festival of Arts in 1953. Some of his poems were 

published  in the influential periodical Black Orpheus, and by 1960 he established 

himself as an accomplished writer. He was  honoured with the Commonwealth Poetry

Award. Okara’s typical poem transits from everyday reality to moments of delight and 

moves back to reality, making a complete circle. Okara infused African thought, 

folklore, and imagery into both his verse and prose. His first novel, The Voice, is an 

outstanding linguistic experiment. His later works include a collection of poems The 

Fisherman’s Invocation (1978) and two books for children, Little Snake and Little Frog

(1981) and An Adventure to Juju Island (1992). 

Poem by Gabriel Okara-

Nigerian Poet Fake Smile Shutting Doors 

Teeth of a Snake - Fangs Modern man Wearing 

Masks Smile like a Kid 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

PICTURES RELATED TO THE LESSON 
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Ancient people innocent Ancient Vs Modern life 
Modern people sly, 

cunning 

Once upon a Time 

Gabriel Okara 
Fake Vs Reality 

Ancinet people shake 

hands cordially 

The Poet wants to 

realize the folly 

He wants to unlearn all 

fake behavoiurs 
Known for Hospitality 

MIND MAP 

PICTORIAL DESCRIPTION 
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❖ ,f;ftpQh; Kw;fhy kf;fspd; elj;ijiaAk; ,f;fhy kf;fspd; elj;ijiaAk; 

xg;gpLfpwhh;.  mf;fhy kf;fs; tQ;ridapd;wp ,ay;ghf rphpj;jdh;. ,f;fhyj;jth;fs; 

md;gpd;wp rphpf;fpd;wdh;. ,f;fhy kf;fs; kfpo;r;rpapd;wp ifFYf;Ffpd;wdh;. 

‘ed;whf ,Uq;fs;>” ‘kWgbAk; re;jpg;Nghk’; vd rpuj;ijapd;wp nrhy;fpd;wdh;. 

ftpQh; xUtiu %d;whk; Kiwahf re;jpf;fr; nry;Yk;NghJ> fjTfs; 

milf;fg;gLfpd;wd. ,g;NghJ ftpQUk; kw;wth;fisg; NghyNt ngha;ahfr; 

rphpf;fpwhh;. mjw;F tUe;Jfpwhh;. jdJ Foe;ijg; gUtj;jpw;Fr; nrd;W cz;ikahd 

czh;Tfis ntspgLj;j tpUk;Gfpwhh;. cz;ikahfr; rphpf;f fw;Wj;jUkhW jd; 

kfdplk; Nfl;fpwhh;. 

ONCE UPON A TIME xU fhyj;jpy; 

Once upon a time, son 
They used to laugh with their hearts 

And laugh with their eyes: 
But now they only laugh with their teeth 
While their ice-block-cold eyes 

  Search behind my shadow. 

Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy;> kfNd 

mth;fs; jq;fs; ,jaq;fshy; rphpj;jhh;fs; 

mth;fSila fz;fshy; rphpj;jhh;fs;;
Mdhy; ,g;NghJ mth;fs; jq;fs; gw;fshy; kl;LNk 

rphpf;fpwhh;fs;mth;fspd; mah;e;j Nrhh;e;j fz;fs; 

,g;nghOJ vd; epoYf;F gpd;dhy; NjLfpd;wd. 

There was a time indeed 
They used to shake hands with their hearts 
But that’s gone, son 

Now they shake hands without hearts 
While their left hands search 
  My empty pockets. 

cz;ikapy; xU fhyk; ,Ue;jJ 

mth;fs; jq;fs; kdjhu iffisf; FYf;Fthh;fs; 

Mdhy; mJ Ngha;tpl;lJ kfNd 

,g;NghJ mth;fs; kdkpy;yhky; iffisf; 

FYf;Ffpwhh;fs;mth;fs; nrd;w gpwF iffs; NjLtNjh 

vd;ntw;Wg; igfis. 

“Feel at home!”, “Come again”: 

They say, and when I come 
Again and feel 
At home, once, twice 

There will be no thrice - 
  For then I find doors shut on me. 

cq;fs; tPl;by; ,Ug;gjhf czUq;fs;> kPz;Lk; 

thUq;fs;mth;fs; nrhy;fpwhh;fs;>ehd; kPz;Lk; 

tPl;bw;F tUk; NghJ czh;fpNwd;> 

xU Kiw ,U Kiw %d;whtJ Kiw ,y;iy 

mjd; gpd; vdf;F fjTfs; %bapUg;gijf; 

fz;Lnfhz;Nld; 

So I have learnt many things, son 
I have learned to wear many faces 

Like dresses – home face 
Office face, street face, host face 

  Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 
 Like a fixed portrait smile. 

mjdhy; jhd; gy tp\aq;fisf; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld;> 

kfNd gyKfq;fis mzpa ehd; fw;Wf;nfhz;Nld; 

Milfisg; Nghy - Kfg;G Kfk; 

mYtyf Kfk;> njU Kfk;> tpUe;jpdh; Kfk; 

fyit Kfk;> mtw;wpd; midj;Jk; xj;j rphpg;Gfs; 

xU epiyahd cUtg;glj;jpd; Gd;difiag; Nghy 

And I have learned too 
To laugh with only my teeth 

And shake hands without my heart 
I have also learned to say “Goodbye” 
When I mean “Good-riddance”: 

To say “Glad to meet you” 

ehd; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld;. 

vd; gw;fs; kl;Lk; rphpf;f Ntz;Lk;. 

kw;Wk; vd; kdk; ,y;yhky; if FYf;FfpNwd; 

ehd; tpilngw;Wf; nfhs;sTk; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld; 

ehd; ey;yij ePf;Fjy; vd;W nghUs; nfhz;Nld; 

cq;fis re;jpj;jjpy; kfpo;r;rp vd;W 

ghly; RUf;fk;

TEXT TRANSLATION 
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Without being glad; and to say “It’s been 

  Nice talking to you”, after being bored. 

kfpo;r;rp ,y;yhky; nrhy;tJk; kw;Wk; 

cq;fSld; Ngrpajpy; kfpo;r;rp vd;W> 

rypg;gile;j gpwF nrhy;tijAk; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld;. 

But believe me, son 
I want to be what I used to be 
When I was like you. I want 

To unlearn all these muting things 
Most of all, I want to relearn 
How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror  

Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 

Mdhy; vd;id ek;G> kfNd 

ehd; vd;dthf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W tpUk;gpNdd; 

ehd; cq;fisg; Nghy; ,Ue;j NghJ> 

,e;j KZ KZg;G tp\aq;fis vy;yhtw;iwAk; 

myrpg;ghh;f;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W epidj;Njd; 

vy;yhtw;wpw;Fk; Nkyhf> Klf;ff;$ba tp\aq;fis ehd; 

fw;Wf; nfhs;s tpUk;gtpy;iy> 

ehd; kPz;Lk; fw;Wf; nfhs;s tpUk;GtJ vd;dntd;why;> 

fz;zhbapy; vd; rphpg;G vg;gb ,Uf;Fnkd;W vd; rphpg;G 

xU ghk;gpd; ntWikahd gw;fisg; Nghy kl;LNk 

fhl;LfpwJ!

So show me, son  
How to laugh; show me how 
I used to laugh and smile 

Once upon a time when I was like you. 

mjdhy; kfNd> vd;dplk; fhl;L> 

vg;gb rphpf;f Ntz;Lnkd;W; vdf;F fhl;L

ehd; rphpf;fTk; rphpf;f itf;fTk; vg;gb gad;gLj;jpNdd; 

vd;W Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy; ehd; cq;fisg; NghyNt 

,Ue;Njd;. 

laugh with their teeth to fake a laugh, laugh without 
associated emotions 

gw;fshy; kl;Lk; rphpj;jy; 

ice-block-cold eyes eyes lacking a feeling of warmth 
or  endearingexpression 

gdp njhFjp – Fsph;e;j fz;fs;

search behind my shadow people are hypocritical and they 

don’t mean what they say 

vd; epoYf;F gpd;dhy; NjLq;fs; 

While their left hands 

search my empty pockets 

evaluating the narrator’s worth 

and power or calculating how he 
could be exploited 

mth;fsJ ,lJ iffs; vdJ ntw;W 

 ghf;nfl;Lfis NjLk; NghJ 

cocktail face face showing mixed emotions czh;Tfs; epiwe;j Kfk; 

conforming smiles like a 

fixed portrait smile 

wearing a standard deceitful 
artificial smile on all occasions 

rphpg;Gfs; xU epiyahd cUtg;glj;jpd; 

Gd;dif Nghy; ,Ue;jJ 

good-riddance expression of relief at being free 
of an unwanted person 

ey;y Kl;lhs;jdk; 

fangs teeth of a venomous snake, used to 
inject poison 

er;Rg;gw;fs; 

1) Based on your understanding of the poem answer the following questions in one or two sentences

each: (Text Page - 23)

a) What do you associate with the title of the poem?

I associate the past with it

b) What is the relationship between the narrator

and the listener?

The narrator is dad. The listener is his son.

c) What happens to the poet when he visits someone

for the third time?

The doors are shut

d) Pick out the expeditions that indicate conflicting

ideas.

They are: laugh with their hearts and laugh with

their eyes.

e) How does the poet compare his face with dresses?

Like changing dresses for different occasions he

changes his facial experessions.

f) What does the poet mean when he says ‘good

bye’?
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He means “good-riddance” 

g) What pleasantries does the poet use to fake

cardiality?

‘Good-bye’ for ‘goodriddance’, ‘nice talking to

you’ after being ‘bored’, etc.

h) What does he desire to unlearn and relearn?

He desires to unlearn unread things. He desires to

relearn how to laugh

i) How is the poet’s laugh reflected in the narrator?

The poet’s laughs  showing teeth. They resemble

snake’s fangs.

j) What does the poet long for?

He longs for his boyhood

k) Mention the qualities the child in the poem

symbolizes.

It symbolizes innocence.

2) Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the box given and complete the summary of the poem:

The poet Okara in this narrative monologue painfully condemns the (a)_______ displayed by adults, both in their

words and actions. Here, a father laments to his son about the negative changes that creep into the attitude and

behaviour of humans, when they grow into (b)______. He says that people used to be (c)_______ when they laugh

and the honesty would be reflected in their eyes. But, people of modern times laugh (d)_______. Their handshakes

used to be warm and happy conveying a sense of togetherness, but nowadays the handshakes have become a mere

(e)______. He warns his son that people are not trust-worthy and have become so selfish that they are concerned only

about their own (f)_______ benefits. People utter words of welcome and exchange (g)________, but those words

come only from the tip of their tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. Humans have learnt the art of changing

their (h)_______expressions according to situations merely to ensure social acceptance. They wear(i)_______ and

exhibit multiple faces. The narrator admits that he has also changed into a hypocrite. However, he tells his son that

though he (j)______ his expressions, he does all these against his will. He says he wants to become a (k)______again

and laugh genuinely. He wants to (l)______ the unreal things and (m)______how to laugh as he had done once upon

a time. When he laughs before the (n)______, he sees no expression. His teeth are bare like that of the (o)______ of a

snake. So, he asks his son to show him how to laugh the way he used to laugh, when he was a kid like him.

Answers: a) duplicity b) adults c) genuine d) superficially e) falsity

f) personal g) pleasantries  h) facial i) masks j) fakes

k) child l) unlearn m) relearn n) mirror o) fangs

3) A) Interpret each of the following expressions used in the poem, in one or two lines.

i) laugh with their eyes

Eyes are the gateways of souls. The love for fellow humans was explicit in the eyes when people laughed with their

eyes.

ii) shake hands without hearts

It is a handshake that does not show warmth but a routine formality.

iii) like a fixed portrait smile

A smile that remains fixed and does not change with personal feelings and moods.

iv) hands search my empty pockets

In society at present relationships are measured in terms of how much money/power one has.

v) to unlearn all these muting things

Getting rid of falseness in one’s behavior makes his laugh unpleasant.
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1. Once upon a time, son

They used to laugh with their hearts

And laugh with their eyes:

But now they only laugh with their teeth

While their ice-block-cold eyes

Search behind my shadow.

a) To whom is the poet talking?

He is talking to his son.

b) Mention the figure of speech (last

befoe line).

Metaphor (kiwKf ctik)

c) How did people of the past laugh?

They laughed with whole heart.

d) Whom does ‘they’ in the 4th line refer

to?     (MDL)

‘They’ refers to modern people.

e) How do today’s people laugh?

They laugh with their teeth.

f) ‘ice-block-cold eyes’- explain.(MAR.-23)

Today’s men have no warm feeling.

g) what does ‘behind my shadow’ mean?

It means falsely

h) Who are “They”? (MAR-23)

They are people of the past.

2. There was a time indeed

They used to shake hands with their hearts

But that’s gone, son

Now they shake hands without hearts

While their left hands search

My empty pockets

a) What is gone according to the

speaker?  (MAR-20)(MDL-23) 

Friendly handshake is gone. 

b) How do people shake hands now?
(MAR-20) 

They shake hands without 

friendliness. 

c) What does the last line mean?

Today’s men value others’ money.

d) Which time is referred here?

The past is referred here.

e) Explain the second line. (MDL-23)

Ancient men shook hands with

friendliness

APPRECIATION QUESTIONS 
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3. Feel at home! Come again

They say and when I come

Again and feel

At home, once, twice,

There will be no thrice

For them I find doors shut on me

a) To whom do people say ‘Come

again’?

They tell their friends so.

b) How do they invite their friends?

They invite them insincerely.

c) Who are ‘they’?   (MAR-19) 

They are modern people.

d) Do ‘they’ really mean it?

No (MAR-19) 

e) Is the poet welcomed for the 3rd

time?

No.

4. So, I have learned many things, son

I have learned to wear many faces

Like dresses…….home face, 

Office face, street face, host face 

Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

 Like a fixed portrait smile 

a) Mention the figure of speech.

Simile (MAY-22) 

b) ‘Portrait smile’ – explain.

It means artificial smile.

c) Explain the 2nd line. (SEP-20)

They poet has learnt to have artificial

smile.   (MDL-23)

d) What does ‘cocktail face’ refer to?

(SEP-20, MAY-22) (MDL-23)

It refer to a face of mixed feelings.

e) What has the poet learnt?

He has learnt to change face for

different situations.

5. And I have learned too

To laugh with only my teeth

And shake hands without my heart

I have also learned to say ‘Goodbye’

When I mean ‘Goodriddance’
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To say ‘Glad to meet you’ 

Without being glad, and to say ‘It’s been 

Nice talking to you, after being bored. 

a) What does ‘good riddance mean?

It is an expression of relief.

b) What has the poet learned?

He’s learned to laugh unnaturally.

c) Identify the figure of speech.

(….nice talking…bored)

Oxymoron (Kuz;njhil)

6. But believe me, son

I want to be what I used to be

When I was like you. I want

To learn all these muting things

Most of all I want to relearn

How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror

Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare -fangs.

a) What does the poet want to

relearn? (JUNE-19) 

He wants to relearn how to learn. 

b) Mention the figure of speech.

simile (MAY-22) 

c) Why does the poet want to relearn

how to laugh? (MAY-21) 

Because his laughter resembles 

snake’s fangs. 

d) What are muting things?

They are: false smile and handshake.

7. So, show me son

How to laugh, show me how

I used to laugh and smile

Once upon a time when I was like you.

a) What does the poet ask his son to

teach him?

He asks him to teach how to laugh.

b) Mention the figure of speech.

Simile

c) How did the poet laugh as a boy?

He laughed naturally.

d) Who is the speaker?

The poet is the speaker.
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Explain the lines with reference to the context: 

1.Once upon a time, son

They used to laugh with their hearts    (MAR-23) 

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem “Once Upon A Time” written by Gabriel Okara. 

Explanation: 

The poet compares the past with the present. Once, people laughed wholeheartedly. 

They had real laughter. The poet tells his son this. 

Comment: 

The ‘past laughter’ was genuine 

2.There will be no thrice

Context: 

This line is taken from the poem “Once Upon A Time” written by Gabriel Okara 

Explanation: 

Modern people are less hospitable. Suppose a friend visits them twice. They are treated 

well. Suppose he visits thrice.The door will be shut. 

Comment: 

Modern men are less hospitable. 

3.I have learned to wear many faces

Like dresses…..    (MDL, MAY-22) 

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem  “Once Upon A Time” written by Gabriel Okara. 

Explanation: 

Modern people have false faces. They don’t show their real faces. The poet too changes 

his face. 

Comment: 

The poet is sad about false faces. 

 ERC 
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4.I want to be what I used to be (MDL-2023) 

Context: 

This line is taken from the poem  “Once Upon A Time” written by Gabriel Okara. 

Explanation: 

Modern people hide their real faces. They show false faces. They laugh falsely. The poet 

hates it. As a boy, he laughed wholeheartedly. 

Comment: 

The poet wants to be a boy again. 

5.I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’,

When I mean ‘Good-riddance’ (MDL-2023) 

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem  “Once Upon A Time” written by Gabriel Okara. 

Explanation: 

Modern men have false behaviours. The poet too is the same. He says ‘Goodbye’ instead 

of ‘Good -riddance’. 

Comment: 

The poet accepts his fake nature. 

6.But now they only laugh with their teeth

While their ice-block-cold eyes

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem  “Once Upon A Time” written by Gabriel Okara. 

Explanation: 

Modern men laugh falsely. Then, they show their teeth. Their eyes have no love. 

Comment: 

Modern men have ‘fake love’. 

Answer the following questions in about 100 – 150 words each: 

i) Explain the things the poet has learnt when he grew into an adult.   (JUNE-19, MAY-22) 

The poet talks about people. Once, people laughed really. They laughed with their heart. 

They greeted, happily. Today’s men laugh falsely. They laugh showing teeth. It is false. They 

PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS 
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greet others falsely. The poet too has false behaviours. He has many faces. He laughs falsely. 

He shows teeth while laughing. His teeth look like a snake’s teeth. He wants to laugh really. 

ii) The poem is nothing but a criticism of modern life. Justify this statement.  (MAR-19) 

     The poem is a criticism of modern life. Once, people laughed really. They laughed with 

their heart. They greeted happily. But modern men laugh falsely. They greet others falsely. 

The poet is affected by them.  He  too has false behaviours. He has many faces. He laughs 

falsely. These are caused by the fake modern life. The poet criticizes it. 

iii) Face is the index of the mind. Does this adage concur with the views of the poet?

No. It doesn’t agree with the poet’s views. Modern men laugh falsely. They laugh showing 

teeth. It’s false. They greet others falsely. The poet too has false behaviours. He has many 

faces. He laughs falsely. He laughs showing teeth. His face doesn’t express his mind. 

1. How does Gabriel Okara, as a parent express his wish, to shed falsehood and regain

true ways of life from his child? Elaborate on it.  (SEP-20) (MDL-23) 

Introduction : 

The poem “Once Upon A Time” written by Gabriel Okara depicts the poet’s deep longing 

for regaining true ways of life by giving up false ways. He also suggests that he can learn such 

true ways of life from his little son. 

The Genuine Past: 

In this narrative monolgue, Gabriel Okara painfully condemns the duplicity shown by 

adults both in their words and actions. Here, a father laments to his son about the negative changes 

Poem : Once Upon ATime 

Poet : Gabriel Okara 

Theme :  Leaving falsehood & regaining true ways of life 

Moral: False behaviours aren’t welcomed 

Moral: False behaviours aren’t welcomed. 

FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 

SPECIAL PARAGRAPHS 
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that creep into attitude and behaviour of humans when they grow into adults. Okara says that in 

the past, people used to be genuine when they laughed and honesty would be reflected in their 

eyes. But people of modern times laugh superficially. Their handshake used to be warm and 

happy conveying a real sense of togetherness. 

The Fake Present: 

At the same time, the handshakes have become a mere falsity nowadays. He warns his 

son that people are not trustworthy. They have become so selfish that they are only concerned 

about their personal benefits People express words of welcome and exchange pleasantries. But 

those words come only from the tip of tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. Humans 

have learnt the art of changing facial expressions according to situations to ensure social 

acceptance. They wear masks and express multiple faces. The narrator admits that he has also 

changed into a hypocrite. However, he tells his son that though he fakes his expressions, he does 

all these things against his will. 

Regaining Genuine Ways of Life: 

Gabriel Okara says that he wants to become a child again and laugh genuinely, He wishes 

to unlearn the unreal things and relearn how to langh as he had done once upon a time. When 

he laughs before the mirror, he finds the fangs of a snake. So, he asks his son to show him how  to 

laugh when he was a child like him. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, the poet visualizes the past genuine ways of life and the present fake ways of life. 

The poem deals with the poet’s wish to shed falsehood and regain true ways of life. Once, 

people laughed really. They laughed with their heart. They greeted happily. Modern men laugh 

falsely. They laugh showing teeth. It is false. They greet others falsely. Modern life has affected 

Poem : Once upon a Time 

Poet : Gabriel Okara 

Theme : Follwing true way of life 

FOR AVERAGE STUDENTS 

Moral: Genuine behaviours are really praiseworthy. 
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the poet. He has false behaviours. He laughs falsely. He laughs showing teeth. The poet wishes to 

leave falsehood and regain true ways of life. 

 

First read the questions given below. Next, listen to an excerpt from a poem read out by your teacher or played in 

a recorder. Note how a child admires and praises the abilities of his/her father. Then tick the right answers from 

the options given. 

i) When the _________needs to be repaired, they have to hire a man.

a) heater b) furnace c) stove d) oven

ii) Father knows no word like_________.

a) fail b) frail c) jail d) snail

iii) It is certain that the father would restore the _______of the family members.

a) glory b) prosperity c) confidence d) happiness

iv) The father will not be able to mend a broken____.

a) table b) bench c) chair d) stool

v) The children expect their _________ to guide them in action.

a) mother b) father c) teacher d) guardian

Moral: Real behaviours are welcomed. 

Moral: False love isn’t welcomed. 

FOR SLOW LEARNERS 

❖ Once, people laughed really.

❖ They laughed wholeheartedly.

❖ They greeted happily.

❖ Modern men laugh falsely.

❖ They laugh showing teeth.

❖ They greet others falsely.

❖ The poet has false behaviours.

❖ He laughs falsely.

❖ He laughs showing teeth.

❖ He is sad.

❖ He wishes to show true love.

TEXTUAL EXERCISES 
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Various Sports and Sportsmen - Pain, agony, competition, sorrow and success 

FredericOgdenNash(August19,1902–May19,1971) was an American 

poet well known for his light verse, of which he wrote over 500 pieces. With 

his unconventional rhyming schemes, he was declared the country’s best-

known producer of humorous poetry. His light verse even earned him a place 

on a postagestamp. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

PICTURES RELATED TO THE LESSON 
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They play for money or 

honour 

Ogden nash wanted to 

be a mere Spectator 

He wants to unlearn all 

muting things 

Not interested in 

participation 

Some are born as 

sportsman 

Doesn’t like to be 

injured 

The poet encourages 

them 

Buy a ticket worth 

radium 

MIND MAP 

PICTORIAL DESCRIPTION 
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❖ ,f;ftpQh; jhd; xU ghh;itahsuhf ,Ug;gjpy; kfpo;fpwhh;. rpWth; gy;NtW 

tpUg;gq;fs; nfhz;bUf;fpd;wdh;. mth;fs;  FjpiutPuh;fshfNth> $ilg;ge;jhl;l 

tPuh;fshfNth> `hf;fp tPuh;fshfNth Mfpd;wdh;. jlfs tPuh;fSk;> tpisahl;L 

tPuh;fSk; jpwikahdth;fNs. Mdhy;> ftpQh; jhd; xU jlfs tPuuhfNth> 

tpisahl;L tPuuhfNth ,y;iy vd;gjpy; kfpo;fpwhh;. mth; jhd; jlfs tPuuhfNth> 

tpisahl;L tPuuhfNth Mf tpUk;gtpy;iy. jhd; xU ghh;itahsuhf ,Ug;gijNa 

mth; ngUikahf epidf;fpwhh;. 

CONFESSIONS OF A BORN 

SPECTATOR 
xU gpwtpg; ghh;itahshpd; thf;FKyk; 

One infant grows up and becomes a jockey, 
Another plays basketball or hockey, 
This one the prize ring hates to enter That one 

becomes a tackle or center, 
I am just glad as glad can be 

 That I am not them, that they are not me. 

xU Foe;ij tsh;e;J xU Fjpiu t{udhfpwJ. 

kw;nwhd;W $ilg; ge;J my;yJ `hf;fp tpisahLfpwJ> 

,e;j xU Fj;Jr;rz;il tisaj;jpy; Eioa ntWf;fpwJ 

mJ rz;ilaplgtdhfpwJ my;yJ eLtuhfpwJ> 

kfpo;r;rpahf ,Ug;gjhy; ehd; kfpo;r;rpailfpNwd; 

ehd; mth;fs; Nghy; ,y;iy> mth;fs; vd;idg; Nghy; 

,y;iy 

With all my heart I do admire 

Athletes who sweat for fun or hire, 
Who take the field in gaudy pomp, 
And maim each other as they romp, 

  My limp and bashful spirit feeds 
  On other people’s heroic deeds. 

vd; ,jaj;NjhL ehd; ghuhl;LfpNwd; 

Xl;lg;ge;ja tPuh;fs; Nth;it rpe;JtJ Ntbf;iff;fhf 

mth;fs; kfpo;r;rpapy; jq;fs; fsj;ij vLj;Jf; 

nfhs;fpwhh;fs;> 

Kul;Lj;jdkhf tpisahLk; NghJ xUtiunahUth; 

Klkhf;Ffpwhh;fs; 

vd; Klkhf;fpa kdepiy jPdpahfpwJ 

kw;w kf;fspd; tPur;nray;fspy;> 

Now A runs ninety yards to score,  
B knocks the champion to the floor,  
Cracking vertebrae and spines,  

Lashes his steed across the line,  
You’d think my ego it would please 
To swap positions with one of these. 

,g;NghJ A njhz;Z}W nf[k; ntw;wp ngw XLfpwhh;

B rhk;gpaid jiuapy; js;sptpLfpwhh;

KJnfYk;Gfs; ghjpf;fg;gl;ld 

md;W KOtJk; mtiu tirghLfpd;wdh;> 

ePq;fs; vd; <Nfh vd;W epidg;gPh;fs; 

,itfspy; xd;Wld; ,lq;fis ,lkhw;Wtjw;F> 

rhp><Nfh mJ NghJk;> 

Mdhy; Mh;tKs;s tpisahl;L tPuh;fs; kpfTk; 

fbdkhdth;fshf cs;sdh;. 

Well, ego it might be pleased enough,  
But zealous athletes play so rough 
They do not ever in their dealings 

Consider one another’s feelings. 
I’m glad that when my struggle begins 

‘Twixt prudence and ego, prudence wins. 

mth;fs; vg;nghOJk; jq;fs; nray;fspy; <LgLtjpy;iy 

xUtUila czh;r;rpfis czh;thh;fs;. 

vd; Nghuhl;lk; Muk;gpf;Fk; NghJ ehd; kfpo;r;rp 

milfpNwd; 

kjp El;gk; kw;Wk; <Nfh fye;jpUf;fpwJ. ,jpy; tpNtfk; 

ntw;wpailfpwJ. 

ghly; RUf;fk; 

TEXT TRANSLATION 
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When swollen eye meets gnarled fist When 

snaps the knee, and cracks the wrist, When 
officialdom demands, 
Is there a doctor in the stands? 

My soul in true thanksgiving speaks 
For this modest of physiques. 

tPq;fpa fz;fs; ifKl;bia re;jpf;Fk; nghOJ. 

Koq;fhypy; vjph;ghuhky; mbf;Fk; nghOJ> kzpf;fl;L 

nehWq;Fk; nghOJ . 

mjpfhu G+h;tkhd Nfhhpf;iffs; Njitg;gLk; NghJ 

muq;fpy; xU kUj;Jth; ,Uf;fpwhuh? 

cz;ikahd ed;wpAzh;tpy; vd; Mj;Jkh NgRfpwJ. 

fz;zpakhd clyikg;Gf;fhf 

“Athletes, I’ll drink to you 
Or eat with you, 

Or anything except compete with you, Buy 
tickets worth their radium, 
To watch you gambol in the stadium,  

And reassure myself anew 
That you are not me and I’m not you. 

jlfstPuh;fNs> ehd; cq;fSld; Fbf;fpNwd; 

my;yJ cq;fSld; rhg;gpLfpNwd; 

my;yJ VjhtJ cq;fSld; Nghl;bapLtij jtpu 

jq;fs; Nubak; kjpg;Gs;s bf;nfl; thq;f> 

];Nlbaj;jpy; rthy; tpLtij ghh;g;gjw;F> 

NkYk; Gjpjhf vdf;Fs; cWjpaspj;Jf; nfhz;Nld; 

ehd; mth;fs;  Nghy; ,y;iy> mth;fs; vd;idg; Nghy; 

,y;iy. 

jockey horse rider Fjpiu Xl;Lk; gzpahs; 

prize ring enclosed area in which boxing matches are 

fought 

ghpR tisak; 

tackle  approach jLg;ghl;lk; 

gaudy pomp  showy dress Mlk;gukhf 

maim  injure Cdkhf;F 

romp  play in a rough and noisy way fbdkhd tpisahl;L 

limp  weak nehz;b nehz;b el (m) 

gytPdkhd 

bashful  shy and reluctant ehzk;> $r;rk; 

lashes  beats with a whip tirghL 

steed  a large, strong horse Nghh;f;Fjpiu 

swap exchange ,lkhw;wk; 

zealous enthusiastic RWRWg;G> ngUk; Mh;tk; 

prudence  wisdom kjpEl;gk;> tpNtfk; 

gnarled  rough and twisted fuL Kulhd 

physique  body clyikg;G 

1) Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in a sentence or two. (Text Page - 54)

1) Why does the poet feel glad that he does not play

any game?

Because his spirit is weak 

2) Do you think that the narrator is heroic. Why?

No, Because he just wants to be a spectator

3) The poet is satisfied just watching the heroic deeds

of others. What could be the reason?

Because he doesn’t want to be injured 

4) The poet does not wish to exchange position with

the runners. Why?
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Because he doesn’t want to be injured 

5) Are the athletes conscious of the feelings of others?

Why do you say so?

No, Because they are just conscious of their own 

victory 

6) Why would the referee ask whether there was a

doctor in the stands? What stands is he referring

to? 

A doctor is needed to treat the injured players. He 

is referring to the pavilion stands. 

7) Why does the poet prefer to buy tickets worth their

weight in radium? Bring out the significance of

the metal referred to here. 

Radium is costly. The cost of the tickets for a sport 

is costly. 

B.Underline the aliterated words:

1. My soul in true thanks-giving speaks

soul, speaks

true, thanks giving

2. They do not ever in their dealings

they, their

do, dealings

C. Complete the table with suitable rhyming words

score floor 

please these 

fist wrist 

demands stands 

radium stadium 

enter centre 

jockey hockey 

admire hire 

pomp romp 

feeds deeds 

D.Find out the rhyme scheme of the stanza

One in-fant grows and becomes a jockey -a

Another plays basketball or hockey -a

This one the prize ring hates to enter -b

That one becomes a tackle or center -b

Rhyme scheme -aabb
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Read the lines and answer the questions in a line or two. 

1. One infant grows up and becomes a jockey

Another plays basketball or hockey

This one the prize ring hates to enter

That one becomes a tackle or center

I am just glad as glad can be

That I am not them, then they are not me.

a) Why is the poet glad?

Because he isn’t a player.  He is a

spectator.

b) What does one infant become when

it grows up? 

It becomes a jockey. 

c) Pict out the rhyming words.

(MAR-20)(MDL-23)

jockey-hockey, enter-center, be -me

d) Mention the figure of speech.

Simile (as glad)

e) Who is a jockey?

(MAR-20)(MDL-23) 

Jockey means a horse-rider. 

2. with all my heart I do admire

Athletes who sweat for fun or hire

Who take the field in gaudy pomp

And maim each other as they romp

My limp and bashful spirit feeds

On other people’s heroic deeds

a) Mention the figure of speech in the 5th

line

personification (cUtfk;)

b) Whom does the poet admire?(MDL-23)

He admires athletes. (MAR-23)

c) Who takes the field in gaudy pomp?

Athletes take it in gaudy pomp

d) Why do the athletes sweat?

They sweat for money (MDL-23)

     (MAR-23) 

e) What feeds on other people’s

deeds?

The poet’s weak spirit does so.

APPRECIATION QUESTIONS 
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3. Now, A runs ninety yards to score

B knocks the champion to the floor

Cracking vertebrae and spines

Lashes his steed across the line

You ‘d’ think my ego it would please

To swap positions with one of these

a) Mention the rhyming words. (SEP-20)

score-floor, please -these (MDL-23)

b) Pick out the alliterated words.

steed, swap, score

please, positions

c) Why does B knock A?

Because he doesn’t want A to win.

d) Why does A run ninety yards?

Because he wants to win the match.

e) Who are ‘these’? (MDL-23)

These are athletes.

f) Who cracks A’s vertebrae and

spines?Why?

B cracks them to get victory over A.

4. Well, ego must be pleased enough

But zealous athletes play so rough

They do not ever in their dealings

Consider one another’s feelings

I’m glad that when my struggle begins

Twixt prudence and ego, prudence wins

a) What wins finally?

Prudence wins finally.

b) Mention the figure of speech in the

5th line.

Personification

c) What pleases ego?

Victory pleases ego.

d) Why are the athletes rough?

They are rough to win.

5. When swollen eye meets gnarted fist

When snaps the knee and cracks the wrist

When officialdom demands

Is there a doctor in the stands

My soul in true thanksgiving speaks

For this modest of physiques
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a) Mention the rhyming words.     

fist- wrist, demands, stands, speaks – 

physiques   (MAY-22) 

b) Who is the officialdom?

The boxing referee is the officialdom.

c) Why are the eyes swollen?

They are hit by the opponent.

d) When are the doctors called?

An athlete is injured. Then, they are

called.   (MAY-22)

e) To whom is the poet soul thankful?

It’s thankful for the sportsmen’s

modest physiques.

6. Athletes, I’ll drink to you

Or eat with you

Or anything except compete with you

Buy tickets worth their radium

To watch you gambol in the stadium

And reassure myself anew

That you are not me and I’m not you

a) Whom does ‘you’ refer to ? (MAR-19)

‘You’ refers to atheltes.

b) Whom does the poet reassure?

He reassures himself.     (MAR-19) 

c) Give the meaning of ‘gambol’

‘Gambol’ means run/jump happily.

d) What does ‘drink to you’ mean?

It means ‘drink to celebre victory.

e) Does the poet want to complete with

the athletes?        (JUNE-19)

No.

Explain the lines with reference to the context. 

1.I am just glad as glad can be

That I am not them, that they are not me   (MAR-19) 

Context: 

 These lines are taken from “Confessions Of A Born Spectator” written by Ogden Nash 

Explanation: 

The poet’s spirit is weak. He doesn’t want to be a sportman. He doesn’t want to be an 

athlete. He wants to be a spectator. 

Comment: 

It shows the poet’s interest. 

ERC 
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2. They do not in their dealing

Consider one another’s feelings  (MAY-22) 

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem “Confessions Of A Born Spectator” written by Ogden 

Nash. 

Explanation: 

The athletes are self-centered. They don’t care for their opponents. They neglect their 

feelings. 

Comment: 

The athletes value their victory. 

3. Athletes, I’ill drink to you

Or eat with you

Or anything except complete with you….. 

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem “Confessions Of A Born Spectator” written by Ogden 

Nash. 

Explanation: 

The poet will celebrate athlete’s victory. He will drink with them. He will eat with them. He 

won’t compete. 

Comment: 

He wants to be a spectator 

4. With all my heart I do admire

Athletes who sweat for fun or hire

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem “Confessions Of A Born Spectator” written by Ogden 

Nash. 

Explanation: 

Athletes are dedicated. They play for money. They play for fun. The poet admires them. 

Comment: 

The poet admires athletes. 

FOR ORDERS CONTACT : 8643007972
www.Padasalai.Net                                                          www.CBSEtips.in

Kindly send me your study materials to padasalai.net@gmail.com

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

https://www.padasalai.net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 
 

PENGUIN  124  XI -ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com  www.penguinbooks.in 

5. And reassure myself anew

That you are not me and I’m not you

Context: 

These lines are taken from the poem“Confessions Of A Born Spectator” written by Ogden 

Nash. 

Explanation: 

Athletes are dedicted. They face challenges. The poet gets confidence from them. He isn’t 

like them.  

Comment: 

The poet believes in athletes. 

Does the poet prefer to buy tickets worth their weight in radium? Bring out the significance 

of the metal referred here. 

a] The poet prefers to buy tickets worth their radium because he entertains himself on their

heroic deeds.

b] Radium is a metal which is found in less quantity in the earth crust and so he compares

their play with the radium.

2) Read the poem again and complete the summary using the words given in the box.

thanksgiving exchange glad confesses physiques 

zealous   satisfied aims admires 

In the poem ‘Confessions of a Born Spectator,’ Ogden Nash talks about how people choose different sports in their 

lives or decide to become athletes. While admiring the talents of athletes and sportsmen, the poet (i)___________ that 

he is glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. Children have different (ii)___________ and wish to play 

various games. Each child has in mind something in particular, but the narrator is (iii)___________ he is not one of 

the players. Though the narrator (iv) ___________ the talents of all athletes, he derives satisfaction from watching 

them, but does not wish to (v) ___________ places with them. He also sometimes regrets that (vi)___________ 

athletes play rough games without caring for the feelings of their sporting rivals. He feels that good sense and caution 

win over ego. The narrator wholeheartedly offers (vii) ___________ the modest (viii) ___________ of athletes. 

Ultimately the narrator is (ix)___________ that he himself is not an athlete. 

Answers :  i) confesses  ii) aims    iii) glad   iv) admires  v) exchange 

vi) zealous vii) thanks giving viii) physiques ix) satisfied
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3) Read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8 – 10 sentences each.

(Text Page - 56) 

1) How does the poet establish the victory of common sense over ego? (MAR-23) 

The poet wants to be a spectator. His spirit is weak. He can’t be a sportsman. Sportsmen 

are talented. They are self-centered. They want to be famous.  The poet is only a spectator. The 

thought gives him comfort.  He doesn’t want the prize money.  Athletes play games roughly. 

They neglect their opponents’ feelings.  His common sense wins over ego. 

2) The poet does not wish to exchange places with the athletes. How does he justify his view?

The poet wants to be a spectator.  His spirit is weak.  He can’t be a sportsman. Sportsmen 

are talented. They sweat for money.  The poet enjoys observing them.  He doesn’t wish to 

exchange places.  He doesn’t have such desire.  He openly tells so. 

3) According to the poet what contributes most to the injuries sustained by the athletes?

The poet wants to be a spectator. His spirit is weak.  He can’t be an athlete. They are 

talented.  They play roughly.  They are self-centered.  They neglect their opponent’s feelings.  

Umpires neglect the athletes’ injuries.  The poet has no roughness. 

4. How does Ogden Nash try to explain that he is very happy being a mere spectator? (MDL-

23)

     The poet wants to be spectator. He admires sportsmen. They are talented. They play roughly. 

They are self-centred. The poet does not like to be a sportsman. He wants to be a spectator. He 

does not want to change places.Athletes play roughly. They neglect opponents’feelings. The 

poet celebrates athletes’ victory. But, he likes to be a spectator. 

Moral: Common sense is successful. 

Moral:  A bird inhand is better. 

Moral:  Hardwork brings success. 

PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS 
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Introduction: 

The poem “Confessions of A Spectator” is written by Ogden Nash who obviously 

elucidates his belief that a spectator can be as enthusiastic as a sportsman. He strongly 

emphasizes that he has great joy in being a spectator  rather than an athlete or a sportsman. 

Admiration For Sportsmen: 

Ogden Nash tells that different children have different aspirations. Some of them become 

a jockey, a basketball player or a hockey player. The poet is weak and he is shy too. So, he 

confesses that he is glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. The poet really has great 

admiration for the talents of the sportsmen and athletes. At the same time, the poet is aware that 

the athletes play very roughly. In addition to that, they are self -centered and over-enthusiastic. 

Therefore, the poet is not willing to be a sportsman. 

As a Spectator: 

The poet states that he is only a born spectator. Not only that, he does not want to change 

place with athletes. He is  not interested in getting wounded. The over- enthusiastic athletes play 

their games so roughly that they do not even care for the feelings and sufferings of their opponents 

at all. The poet feels very sad about it. 

The Poet’s Determination: 

The poes is happy because he may have some conflict between his knowledge and ego 

sometimes. At such times, only his knowledge finds successes. He never shows any interest in 

taking part in any sports or athletic games. Sometimes he gets an opportunity to address the 

winning athletes. On that occasions, the poet remarks that he is quite prepared to celebrate their 

Poem : Confessions of A Born Spectator 

Poet : Ogden Nash 

Theme :  The poet’s wish to be a spectator 

SPECIAL PARAGRAPH 

FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 
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victory or wish them on their victory. At the same time, he frankly states that he is never interested 

in competing with them. 

Conclusion: 

The poet does not want to have  the challenging task of athletes. He is just contented with 

his being a spectator. 

Children have different aims.  The poet wants to be a spectator. The poet admires 

sportsmen.  They are talented.  They play roughly.  They are self-centred.  The   poet doesn’t like 

to be a sportsman. The poet wants to be a spectator.  He doesn’t want to change places.  Athletes 

play roughly. They neglect opponents’ feelings. The poet elebrates athletes’ victory.  But, he 

likes to be a spectator. 

Poem : Confessions of a Born Spectator 

Poet : Ogden Nash 

Theme :  Willingness to be a spectator 

Moral:  Be yourself -be Original. 

Moral:  Be yourself. 

❖ The poet admires sportsmen.

❖ They are talented.

❖ They are self-centered.

❖ The poet hates to be a sportman.

❖ He wants to be a spectator.

❖ He hates to change places.

❖ Athletes play roughly.

❖ They neglect opponents’ feelings.

❖ The poet celebrates their victory.

❖ But, he likes to be a spectator.

FOR AVERAGE STUDENTS 

FOR SLOW LEARNERS 

Moral:  Be yourself and be original too. 
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Choose the most appropriate option and complete the sentences. 

1) Tejaswini Sawant is an Indian ___________.

a) shooter b) boxer c) cricketer

2) She represented India at the 9th South Asian Sports Federation Games in __________.

a) 2001 b) 2002 c) 2004

3) In 2006, she won a Gold medal in the____________.

a) Commonwealth Games b) Olympic Games

c) Asian Games

4) She became a world champion in the 50m Rifle Prone game held in _______________.

a) Germanyb) Russia c) India

5) Tejaswini was the first Indian woman shooter to win a _________medal at the World Championship in the 50m rifle

prone game.

a) gold b) silver c) bronze

9) Parallel reading:

Thinking

“If you think you are beaten, you are, 

If you think you dare not, you don’t. 

If you like to win, but you think you can’t, 

It is almost certain you won’t. 

If you think you’ll lose, you’re lost, 

For out in the world we find, 

Success begins with a fellow’s will. 

It’s all in the state of min 

If you think you are outclassed, you are, 

You’ve got to think high to rise,    

You’ve got to be sure of yourself before 

To the stronger or faster man. 

But  soon or late the man who wins, 

Is the man who thinks he can.” 

1) Success depends upon

a) one's will b) one's effort

c) mind d) money

2) It is all in the states of_______

a) heart b) mind  c) soul d) face

3) out classed- means

a) expelled b) excelled

c) experienced d) inexperienced

4) Who is the winner? The man who thinks he can.

5) Give a suitable title. Thinking.

TEXTUAL EXERCISES 
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Police man - ON THE BEAT Watches diamond lid 
Big Joe’s Brady Restaurant - 

they met last 

Man - the Pretender The arrest Shocking letter 

O. Henry (1862 – 1910) is a popular American shortstory writer whose

original name is William Sydney Porter.  His works romanticized the life of 

ordinary people in New York City. His stories are well-known throughout the 

world. They expressed the effect of coincidence on character and often had 

unexpected twists in the end. His stories are also noted for their witticism and 

clever wordplay. O. Henry’s prolific writing period began in 1902 in New York 

City, where he wrote 381 short stories. He wrote one story a week for The New 

York World Sunday Magazine for over a year. O. Henry’s short story ‘After 

Twenty Years’ was first published in the Sunday edition of the New York World 

in 1905. The story was included in the 1906 anthology The Four Million, and it 

has since been re-published in many short story collections. A few of his other 

popular short stories are The Gift of the Magi, The Cop and the Anthem, The 

Ransom of Red Chief, A Retrieved Reformation and The Third Ingredient. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

PICTURE RELATED TO THE SHORT STORY 
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Bob and Jimmy Friends 

Bob 18 Jimmy 20 Bob left for west 
After 20 years Bob 

returned 

After half an hour 

another man came 
A Police man enquired Waited at the appointed 

place 

Introduced himself as 

Jimmy 
Talked various things Came to the light 

The new man arrested 

him because he was the 

man wanted in Chicago 

The man is not Jimmy 
Bob suddenly 

recognised 

He gave letter It was written by Jimmy 

MIND MAP 

PICTORIAL DESCRIPTION 
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❖ ,f;fij ,uz;L ez;gh;fisg; gw;wpa Rthu];akhd fij. ghg;> [pk;kp nty;]; Mfpa

,UtUk; neUq;fpa ez;gh;fs;.  mth;fs; epa+ahh;f; efuj;jth;fs;.  xU ehs; ,uT> 20 

tUlq;fs; fopj;J mNj ,lj;jpy;> mNj Neuj;jpy; re;jpf;f KbntLj;J> mth;fs; 

gphpe;jdh;.  me;j xg;ge;jj;jpd;gb> ghg; [pk;kp nty;];f;fhf fhj;jpUe;jhh;.  mg;nghOJ 

xU fhty;mjpfhhp mq;F te;jhh;.  mth;jhd; [pk;kp nty;]; vd;gij mwpahky;> ghg; 

jd;Dila el;G gw;wpAk;> jq;fsJ xg;ge;jk; gw;wp;Ak; $wpdhh;.  ghg; jd; rpfpnul;ilg; 

gw;w itj;jNghJ> ghg; rpf;fh Nfhtpy; Njlg;gl;l Fw;wthsp vdf; fz;Lgpbj;jhh;.  [pk;kp 

nty;]; mq;fpUe;J nrd;whh;. mth; rhjhuz cilazpe;j xU caukhd 

fhtyjpfhhpia mDg;gp ghg;ig ifJ nra;jhh;. me;j mjpfhhp ghg;gplk; xU fbjk; 

nfhLj;jhh;. mjpypUe;J mthplk; Kjypy; Ngrpath;jhd; [pk;kp nty;]; vd ghg; 

mwpe;jhh;.

 

AFTER TWENTY YEARS ,UgJ tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpd; 

Here is a story entitled ‘After Twenty Years’ which is 
about two best friends who had to part ways. They return 
to keep an appointment they had made twenty years ago. 

Read to find out what happens when they meet again. 

,UgJ tUlq;fs; fopj;J vd;w jiyg;gpy; cs;s 

fijahdJ ,uz;L rpwe;j ez;gh;fisg; gw;wpaJ> 

mth;fs; ,UtUk; ,UgJ Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G xU 

epakdk; nra;J nfhz;ldh;. kPz;Lk; re;jpf;Fk; 

NghJ vd;d elf;fpwJ vd;gijj; njhpe;J nfhs;s 

,ij gbAq;fs;. 

The policeman on the beat moved up the avenue 
impressively. The impressiveness was habitual and not for 

show, for spectators were few. The time was barely 10 o’ 
clock at night, but chilly gustes of wind with a taste of rain 
them had well nigh deepeopled the streets. 

NghyP];fhuh; xUth; mq;Fs;s nghpa njUf;fspy; 

Nuhe;J gzpapy; <Lgl;bUe;jdh;. ghh;itahsh;fs;; 

nghWj;j tiu FiwT vd;gjhy; mtUila gzpia 

nra;fpwhNu jtpu <h;g;Gf;fhfNth> mofhf fhl;bf; 

nfhs;sNth my;y. mg;nghOJ ,uT 10 kzpahf 

,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; kioapd; ,sk; fhw;wpd; <ug;gjk; 

njUf;fis rPh;Fiyj;J tpl;lJ. 

Trying doors as he went, twirling his club with many intri- 

cate and artful movements , turning now and then to cast 
his watchful eye adown the pacific thoroughfare, the offi- 

cer, with his stalwart form and slight swagger, made a fine 
pictureofaguardianofthepeace.Thevicinitywasonethat 
kept early hours. Now and then you might see the lights of 

acigarstoreorofanallnightlunchcounter;butthemajor- ity of 
the doors belonged to business places that had long since 
beenclosed. 

ifapy; itj;jpUe;j jbia row;wpagbNa mth; 

mq;Fs;s fjTfis ftdpj;jgb nrd;whh;. mtuJ 

tYthd clYk; ek;gpf;ifahd eilAk; mtiu 

mikjpapd; fhtyuhf rpj;jhpj;jJ. me;j Rw;W 

tl;lhuj;jpy; me;j Neuj;jpy; kf;fs; elkhl;lk; 

FiwthfNt ,Uf;Fk; czT tpLjp my;yJ RUl;L 

tpw;gidf; fil Mfpatw;wpd; ntspr;rj;ij jhq;fs; 

fhzyhk;. mq;F ngUk;ghd;ikahd tzpf 

epWtdq;fs; %lg;gl;bUe;jd. 

When about midway of a certain block the policeman 

suddenly slowed his walk. In the doorway of a darkened 
hardware store a man leaned, with an unlighted cigar in his 
mouth. As the policeman walked up to him the man spoke 

up quickly. 

xU Fwpg;gpl;l jLg;Gg; ghij te;jJk; NghyP]hh; 

jpBnud;W mtuJ elkhl;lj;ij nkJthf;fpdhh;. xU 

,Uz;l ,Uk;GnghUs; fil thry; fjtpy; xU 

kdpjd; rha;e;J> mtuJ thapy; xU gw;w itf;fhj 

RUl;Lld ;epd;W nfhz;bUe;jhd;. NghyP];fhuh; 

mtiu Nehf;fp ele;J nfhz;bUe;j NghJ me;j 

kdpjd; tpiuthf Ngrpdhh;. 

fijr; RUf;fk; 
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“It’s all right, officer,” he said, reassuringly. “I’m just 
waiting for a friend. It’s an appointment made twenty 
years ago. Sounds a little funny to you, doesn’t it? Well, 

I’ll explain if you’d like to make certain it’s all straight. 
About that long ago there used to be a restaurant where 
this store stands—Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant.” 

‘mJ rhp> mjpfhhp”> vd;W mth; cWjpaspj;jhh;. 

‘ehd; xU ez;gUf;fhf fhj;jpUf;fpNwd;”. ,UgJ 

Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G xU xg;ge;jk; nra;J 

nfhz;ljd;Nghpdhy; ,q;F epw;fpNwd;. cq;fSf;F 

xU Ntbf;ifahd eifr;Ritahf njhpfpwJ 

,y;iyah? rhp ePq;fs; mij nra;a Neh;e;jhy;> mij 

rhpahfr; nra;a ehd; tpUk;GfpNwd;. ePz;l 

fhyj;jpw;F Kd;dh; ,e;j fil mike;Js;s ,lk; 

xU cztfkhf ,Ue;jJ - gpf;N[h ‘gpuhb]; 

cztfk;”. 

“Until five years ago,” said the policeman. “It was torn 
down then.” 

‘Ie;J Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G tiu mJ ,Ue;jJ”> 

NghyP];fhuh; $wpdhh;. ‘mJ gpd;G 

,bf;fg;gl;Ltpl;lJ”. 

The man in the doorway struck a match and lit his cigar. 

The light showed a pale, square-jawed face with keen 
eyes, and a little white scar near his right eyebrow. His 
scarf pin was a large diamond, oddly set. 

thrypy; ,Ue;j kdpjd; xU rpfnul;ilg; gw;w 

itj;jhd;. xspiaf; fhl;bYk; ntspr;rk;> rJu-

jhilKfk;> kw;Wk; mtuJ tyJ GUtk; mUfpy; xU 

rpwpa nts;istL ,Ue;jJ. mtuJ xw;iw njhFg;G 

nfhz;l il nghpa ituj;jhyhdJ. 

Twenty years ago tonight,” said the man, “I dined here at 

Big Joe Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, my best chum, and the 
finest chap in the world. He and I were raised here in New 
York, just like two brothers, together. I was eighteen and 

Jimmy was twenty. The next morning I was to start for the 
West to make my fortune. You couldn’t have dragged 

Jimmy out of  New York; he thought it was the only place 
on earth. Well, we agreed that night that we would meet 
here again exactly twenty years from that date and time, 

no matter what our conditions might be or from what 
distance we might have to come. We figured that in twenty 
years each of us ought to have our destiny worked out and 

our fortunes made, whatever they were going to be.” 

‘,UgJ Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G ,utpy;”> ehd; gpf;N[h 

gpuhb]py; [pk;kp ny;Rld; cztUe;jpNdd;. mtd; 

vd; rpwe;j ez;gd; kw;Wk; cyfpy; kpf rpwe;j 

xUtdhthd;. mtUk;> ehDk; ,q;Nf epA+ahh;f;fpy; 

rNfhjuh;fs; Nghy xd;whf tsh;f;fg;gl;Nlhk;. ehd; 

gjpndl;L tajpYk; kw;Wk; [pk;kp ,UgJ tajpYk; 

,Ue;Njhk;. kWehs; fhiy ehd; vd; Ntiy epkpj;jk; 

fhuzkhf Nkw;F Nehf;fp nry;y Muk;gpj;Njd;. 

epA+ahh;f;fpy; ,Ue;J [pk;kpia ntspNaw;w 

Kbatpy;iy. Vnddpy; mth; fUjpaJ 

vd;dntd;why; G+Nyhfj;jpy; mJ kl;LNk ,lk; 

vd;W. md;W ehq;fs; xg;ge;jk; nra;J nfhz;Nlhk;. 

,UgJ tUlq;fs; fopj;J ve;j xU R+o;epiyapy; 

,Ue;jhYk; vt;tsT njhiytpy; ,Ue;jhYk; ehk; 

,Nj Njjpapy; ,Nj Neuj;jpy; re;jpf;f Ntz;Lk; 

vd;W. tpjp kw;Wk; mjph;\;lk; ,Ue;jhy; ehq;fs; 

ghh;g;gJ epr;rak; vd;W vz;zpNdhk;. 

“It sounds pretty interesting,” said the policeman. “Rather 
a long time between meets, though, it seems to me. 

Haven’t you heard from your friend since you left?” 

‘,J kpfTk; Rthu];akhdjhf ,Uf;fpwJ”> vd;W 

NghyP];fhuh; $wpdhh;. ‘Mdhy cq;fs;; re;jpg;gpw;F 

,ilNa ePz;l fhyk; ,Ue;jhYk; vdf;F 

Rthu];akhf Njhd;WfpwJ. ePq;fs; gphpe;J nrd;w 

gpwF  cq;fs; ez;giu gw;wp Nfs;tpgl;lbUg;gPh;fsh?” 

“Well, yes, for a time we  corresponded,” said the other. 

“But after a year or two we lost track of each other. You 
see, the West is a pretty big proposition, and I kept hustling 
around over it pretty lively. But I know Jimmy will meet 

me here if he’s alive, for he always was the truest, 
staunchest old chap in the world. He’ll never forget. I 
came a thousand miles to stand in this door tonight, and 

it’s worth it if my old partner turns up.” 

‘rhp> Mkhk;> xUKiw ehq;fs; Ngrpf;nfhz;Nlhk;”> 

vd;W kw;wth; nrhd;dhh;. ‘Mdhy; xU tUlk; 

my;yJ ,uz;L tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF ehq;fs; 

vq;fs; gazj;ij Nehf;fp nrd;Nwhk;> ehd; 

tho;f;ifia capNuhl;lkhf elj;jp nry;y Nkw;F 

Nehf;fp gazpj;Njd;. Mdhy; [pk;kp capNuhL 

,Ue;jhy; epr;rakhf vd;id ,q;Nf re;jpg;ghh; vd;W 

vdf;F njhpAk;. Vnddpy; mth; cz;ikahd> 

jplkhd cyfpy; kpfr; rpwe;j ez;gh;. mth; xUNghJk; 

kwf;fkhl;lhh;.; ,q;F ,e;j ,utpy; ehd; epw;gjw;F 

Xuhapuk; iky; njhiytpy; ,Ue;J te;Njd;> vd; 

gioa ez;gUk; khwhky; ,Ue;jhy; mJ vd;Dila 

Kaw;rpf;F gyd; jUk;”. 

The waiting man pulled out a handsome watch, the lids of 

it set with small diamonds. 

fhj;jpUf;Fk; kdpjd; xU mofhd ituq;fs; 

gjpj;jfbfhuj;ij ntspNa vLj;jhd;. 

“Three minutes to ten,” he announced. “It was exactly ten 

o’clock when we parted here at the restaurant door.” 

‘gj;jhf %d;W epkplq;fs; cs;sJ” vd;W mth; 

mwptpj;jhh;. ‘ehq;fs; ,q;F rhpahf gj;J kzp 

mstpy; czT tpLjp thrypy; gphpe;Njhk;”. 
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“Did pretty well out West, didn’t you?” asked the 

policeman. 

‘Nkw;F gFjpapy; e{q;fs; trjpahf ,Ue;j{h;fsh”? 

vd;W NghyP];fhuh; Nfl;lhh;.  

“You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half  as well. He was a 
kind of plodder, though, good fellow as he was. I’ve had 
to compete with some of the sharpest wits going to get my 

pile. A man gets in a groove in New York. It takes the 
West to put a razor-edge on him.” 

‘e{q;fs; ge;jak; fl;lyhk; .Mk; epr;rak; [pk;kp fbd 

ciog;ghsp vd;W ehd; ek;GfpNwd;. mtd; 

vd;Dila rk;ghj;jpaj;jpy; ghjp 

rk;ghjpj;jpUg;ghd;.mtd; mjpf gzj;ij 

rk;ghjpg;gjw;F rpy Af;jpfis gad;gLj;j 

Ntz;Lk.epA{ahh;f;fpy; tho;tJ kpff; fbdk; Mdhy; 

Nkw;fpy; tho mwpTf;$h;ik Ntz;Lk;. 

The policeman twirled his club and took a step or two. 
NghyP];fhuh; jdJ jbia Row;wpagbNa XhpU 

mbfs; ele;jhh;. 

“I’ll be on my way. Hope your friend comes around all 

right. Going to call time on him sharp?” 

‘ehd; vd; topapy; ,Uf;fpNwd;> cq;fs; ez;gh;; 

rhpahd Neuj;jpy; tUthh; vd;W ek;GfpNwd;”. mg;gb 

tutpy;iynadpy; e{q;fs; nrd;W tpLt{h;fsh? 

“I should say not!” said the other. “I’ll give him half an 
hour at least. If Jimmy is alive on earth he’ll be here by 

that time. So long, officer.” 

‘ehd; mg;gb nrhy;ytpy;iy” vd;fpwhh; kw;nwhUth;. 

‘ehd; mtUf;F Fiwe;j gl;rk; miu kzp Neuk; 

nfhLf;f Ntz;Lk;” [pk;kp G+kpapy; capUld; 

,Ue;jhy; mth; me;j Neuj;jpy; ,Ue;jpUg;ghh;. 

mtidg; ghh;j;J nuhk;g ehshfp tpl;lJ. 

“Good-night, sir,” said the policeman, passing on along his 
beat, trying doors as he went. 

‘Fl; iel;> rhh;”> NghyP];fhuh;> mtuJ ghijapy; 

t{l;bd; fjTfis Nehl;lkpl;L nrd;whh;. 

There was now a fine, cold drizzle falling, and the wind 
had risen from its uncertain puffs into a steady blow. The 

few foot passengers astir in that quarter hurried dismally 
and silently along with coat collars turned high and 
pocketed hands. And in the door of the hardware store the 

man who had come a thousand miles to fill an 
appointment, uncertain almost to absurdity, with the friend 

of his youth, smoked his cigar and waited. 

,g;NghJ ed;whf ,Ue;jJ. Fsph;e;j kio nghopfpwJ 

kw;Wk; fhw;W gykhf tPRfpwJ.gykhd fhw;W t{rpa 

gpwF ,jkhd fhw;W t{rpaJ . me;j gFjpapy; cs;s 

eilgazpfs; RWRWg;ghf Nfhl; fhyiu 

cah;j;jpf;nfhz;L nfhz;L kw;Wk; ghf;nflLf;Fs;; 

iffis itj;jf; nfhz;L ele;jdh;;. jdJ 

ez;gid re;jpf;f gy Mapuk; iky; njhiytpy; 

te;jpUe;j kdpjd;> jdJ ,sikf;fhy  ez;gdpd; 

epr;rakw;w tUifiaj; jd;ikiaf; vz;zp 

Nfhgj;jpy; jdJ RUl;il gpbj;Jf; nfhz;L 

fhj;jpUe;jhd;. 

About twenty minutes he waited, and then a tall man in a 
long overcoat, with collar turned up to his ears, hurried 
across from the opposite side of the street. He went 

directly to the waiting man. 

Rkhh; ,UgJ epkplq;fs; mth; fhj;jpUe;jhh;. gpd;dh; 

xU ePz;l Nky; Mil mzpe;j xU caukhd kdpjh;. 

njUtpd; vjpnujph;g; gf;fj;jpy; ,Ue;J te;jhh;. mth; 

fhj;jpUf;Fk; kdpjhplk; Neubahf nrd;whh;. 

“Is that you, Bob?” he asked, doubtfully. ‘ePah ghg;?” vd;W mth; re;Njfj;Jld; Nfl;lhh;. 

“Is that you, Jimmy Wells?” cried the man in the door. 
‘ePjhd;> [pk;kpnty;]h?” ; vd;W me;j kdpjd 

fj;jpdhd;;. 

“Bless my heart!” exclaimed the new arrival, grasping 
both the other’s hands with his own. “It’s Bob, sure as fate. 

I was certain I’d find you here if you were still in 
existence. Well, well, well! Twenty years is a long time. 
The old restaurant’s gone, Bob; I wish it had lasted, so we 

could have had another dinner there. How has the West 
treated you, old man?” 

‘flTspd; Mrp! Gjpa tUifiag; gw;wpf; $wp> 

kw;wthpd; iffis jdJ iffshy; ,Wfg; 

gw;wpdhh;” ghg; ekJ tpjp ed;whf ,Uf;fpwJ e{ 

capNuhL ,Ue;jhy; epr;rak; cd;id re;jpg;Ngd; 

vd;W cWjpahf ,Ue;Njd;. rhp> ed;whf ,Uf;F!”
,UgJ tUlk; kpfTk; ePz;l ehs; - gioa cztfk; 

Ngha;tpl;lJ. ghg;! ,Ue;jpUe;jhy; ehk; mq;Nf 

,d;ndhU ,uT czitg; ngw;wpUe;jpUf;fyhk;. 

Nkw;F vg;gb cd;id top elj;jpaJ fpoth?” 

“Bully; it has given me everything I asked it for. You’ve 

changed lots, Jimmy. I never thought you were so tall by 
two or three inches.” 

‘kfpo;r;rp ehd; Nfl;lij vy;yhk; nfhLj;jpUf;fpwJ. 

[pk;kp eP epiwa khwptpl;lha;> eP ,uz;L my;yJ 

%d;W mq;Fy caukhf ,Ug;gha; vd;W ehd; 

epidf;ftpy;iy”. 

“Oh, I grew a bit after I was twenty.” 
‘X> ehd; ,UgJ taJf;Fg; gpwF  nfhQ;rk;caukhf 

tsh;e;Njd;”. 

“Doing well in New York, Jimmy?” ‘epA+ahh;f;fpy; ed;whf ,Ue;jhah> [pk;kp?” 

“Moderately. I have a position in one of the city 
departments. Come on, Bob; we’ll go around to a place I 

‘Rkhuhf Kf;fpakhf> vdf;F efu Jiwapy; xU 

gjtpia ngw;wpUf;fpwhh;. th> ghg; ehd; mwpe;j xU 
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know of, and have a good long talk about old times.” ,lj;jpw;F nry;Nthk;. gioa fhyj;ijg; gw;wp xU 

ePz;l Ngr;R Ngr Ntz;Lk;”. 

The two men started up the street, arm in arm. The man 
from the West, his egotism enlarged by success, was 
beginning to outline the history of his career. The other, 

submerged in his overcoat, listened with interest. 

me;j ,UtUk; njUtpy; ifNfhh;j;J elf;f 

Muk;gpj;jdh;. Nkw;fpy; ,Ue;J te;j kdpjd; mtdJ 

ntw;wpia Nehf;fp fh;tk; nfhz;lhd;. mtuJ 

tho;f;if tuyhw;wpd; rhuhk;rj;ij nrhy;y 

njhlq;fpdhh;. kw;wth;> jdJ Nkyq;fpAk; Kq;fpg; 

Ngha;> mth; $Wtij Mh;tj;Jld; Nfl;lhh;. 

At the corner stood a drug store, brilliant with electric 
lights. When they came into this glare each of them turned 
simultaneously to gaze upon the other’s face. The man 

from the West stopped sud-denly and released his arm. 

xU kUe;J filapy; kpd; tpsf;Ffs; gpufhrkhf 

n[hypj;J nfhz;bUe;jJ. mth;fs; ,e;j 

gpufhrj;jpw;Fs; te;j NghJ> xUth; Kfj;ij xUth; 

ghh;j;jdh;. Nkw;fpy; ,Ue;j kdpjd; jpBnud;W 

epWj;jp> mtd; ifia tpyf;fp tpl;lhd;. 

You’re not Jimmy Wells,” he snapped. “Twenty years is a 
long time, but not long enough to change a man’s nose 
from a Roman to a pug.” 

‘eP [pk;kp nty;]; my;y”> vd;whd; mtd;. ‘,UgJ 

Mz;Lfs; vd;gJ ePz;l fhyk; jhd;. Mdhy; xU 

kdpj %f;fpidNuhkhdpa  t{udhy; $l khw;wp tp 

lf; $bamsTf;F e{z;l fhyk; my;y. 

“It sometimes changes a good man into a bad one”, said 
the tall man. “You’ve been under arrest for ten minutes, 
‘Silky’ Bob. Chicago thinks you may have dropped over 

our way and wires us she wants to have a chat with you. 
Going quietly, are you? That’s sensible. Now, before we 

go on to the station here’s a note I was asked to hand you. 
You may read it here at the window. It’s from Patrolman 
Wells.” 

‘,J rpy Neuq;fspy; xU ey;y kdpjid 

nfl;ltdhf khw;WfpwJ”. vd;W caukhd kdpjd; 

$wpdhh;. ‘ePq;fs; gj;J epkplq;fs; Kd;ghfNt ifJ 

nra;ag;gl;bUf;fpwPh;fs;> ‘rpy;fp” ghg;. rpfhNfh 

fhty;Jiw xU nra;jp mDg;gpapUf;fpwJ.mJ 

cd;Dld; Ngr tpUk;GfpwJ. mikjpahfg; Nghfpwhah 

eP? mJNt Gj;jprhypj;jdk;. ,g;NghJ> ehq;fs; 

];Nl\Df;F nry;tjw;F Kd;> xU Fwpg;G 

cq;fSf;Ff; nfhLf;f ehd; Nfl;Lf; 

nfhs;sg;gl;Nld;;. rhsuj;jpy; ePq;fs; mij 

gbf;fyhk;. ,J ghl;Nuhy; Nkd;nty;]py; ,Ue;J 

tUfpwJ”. 

The man from the West unfolded the little piece of paper 

handed to him. His hand was steady when he began to 
read, but it trembled a little by the time he had finished. 

The note was rather short. 

Nkw;fpy; ,Ue;j kdpjd; mth; nfhLj;j rpwpa 

Jz;Lgpujpia tpthpj;jhh;. mtd; gbf;f Muk;gpj;j 

NghJ mtDila iffs; epjhdkhf ,Ue;jd. 

Mdhy; mJ Kbe;j Neuj;jpy; rpwpJ rpwpjhf 

eLq;fpaJ. Fwpg;G rpwpajhf ,Ue;jJ. 

“Bob, I was at the appointed place on time. When you 
struck the match to light your cigar I saw it was the face of 
the man wanted in Chicago. Somehow I couldn’t do it 

myself, so I went around and got a plainclothes man to do 
the job.” 

‘ghg; ehd; re;jpf;f Ntz;ba ,lj;jpy;  rhpahd 

Neuj;jpy; ehd; ,Ue;Njd;> cq;fs; RUl;il gw;w 

itj;jNghJ> ehd; ghh;j;Njd; rpfhNfhtpy; Njba 

kdpjd; vd;W> VNdh vd;dhy; cd;id ifJ nra;a 

Kbatpy;iy mjdhy; ehd; nrd;Wtpl;Nld;. gpd; 

,t;Ntiyia nra;a ehd; xU rhjhuz 

cilapypUe;j fhtydplk; cd;id ifJ nra;Ak; 

Ntiyia xg;gilj;Njd;. 

 

5. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each. (Text Page - 32)

a) Compare and contrast the characters of Jimmy Wells and Bob with suitable references

from the story to support your view.

 Bob is a great criminal.  He is a sincere friend.  He wants to meet Jimmy.  Jimmy Wells 

is not so.  He is a sincere police officer.  He learns Bob to be a criminal.  He can’t arrest Bob. 

He arrests Bob using another policeman.  He values duty.  He doesn’t value friends. 
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b) ‘Means should justify the end.’ Explain this adage with reference to O. Henry’s story.

One’s aim should be noble.  His method should be noble.  Bob and Jimmy had aims.  

They tried to achieve them.  Bob wanted to be rich.  He became a criminal.  But, Jimmy lived 

in NewYork.  He tried honestly.  He became a policeman.  He did not earn much.  But, he was 

honest.  So, his method justified his aim. 

c) ‘Tell me who your friends are and I shall tell you who you are’. How will you explain this

statement in the light of Jimmy’s and Bob’s friendship?

     It is a proverb. This story doesn’t agree with it.  Before twenty years, Bob and Jimmy 

were good.  They had noble aims.  Bob wanted to be rich.  He went to the west.  It was too hard 

for him to win.  So, he selected the wrong method.  Jimmy achieved his aim honestly.  Time 

was favourable to him. 

d) To your shock, you find out that your close friend is indulging in some wrong activity. Will

you avoid him/her or try to correct him/her? Give reasons for your answer.

 I shall not avoid such friend.  I shall correct him. A friend in need is a friend indeed.  A 

friend may do wrong activities.  Suppose we find it.  We shouldn’t avoid him.  We should try 

to correct him.  We should warn him about the result.  We should advise him.  We should also 

give him guidelines.  We should correct him. 

e) What would you do in this situation, if you were Jimmy Wells? Substantiate your reason.

Suppose I were Jimmy Wells.  I would not arrest him using an officer.  I would not arrest 

him directly.  Instead, I shall ask him to surrender. Suppose he surrenders.  The police 

department will arrest him.  He will confess his crime.  The court will pity him.  He will be 

punished less.  He will be freed soon.  He will live honestly. 

1. Two friends – made a pact – meet after twenty years – Bob arrived – spoke to policeman on

beat -tall man came – claimed to be Jimmy Wells – Bob realised -not his friend – policeman in

plainclothes – arrested Bob, a noted criminal – policeman on beat – real Jimmy Wells – hesitated

to arrest friend – sent another with a note.    (MDL-2023)(MAR-19, 20)
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2. Jimmy Wells and Bob – friends – lived in New York – parted ways – fixed meetig – after 20

years – Bob changed – a criminal -wells – policeman – Bob arrived – appointed time – could

not recognize – Wells identified – sent another policeman – respecting friendship – arrested

Bob.        (SEP-20, MAR-19) (MDL-2023)

Introduction:   (MAR -20, SEP-20) 

This interesting story “After Twenty Years” written by O.Henry thrillingly portrays the 

faithful friendship of two men namely Bob and Jimmy. It also depicts what happens when they 

meet after twenty years to keep their appointment. 

The Loyal Friends: 

There lived two friends in New York. They were named Bob and Jimmy Wells. In fact, 

they were veny close and loyal to each other as friends. Once, they made a decision to depart to 

fulfill their aims and meet again after twenty years at the same place and at the same time in New 

York. Bob went to the west to follow his fortunes whereas Jimmy Wells settled in New York 

itself and became a police officer. 

Meeting After Twenty Years: 

Twenty years passed by without their meeting during the period. First, Bob went there and 

was waiting for Jimmy Wells. Then, a police man approached him and talked to him. Bob told 

him about his friendship with Jimmy Wells and their agreement to meet there at that time of the 

day. Actnally the policeman was Jimmy Wells. But Bob could not identify him after those twenty 

years. Then, Bob lighted his cigar and Jimmy Wells recognized him to be the most wanted culprit 

in Chicago. 

Title : After Twenty Years 

Author : O. Henry 

Theme : Loyalty in the friendship of two friends 
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A Man With a Letter: 

After talking with Bob, Jimmy Wells moved away. Twenty minutes passed by. Then, a tall 

man in plain dress approached Bob. Bob thought that the man was Jimmy Well but his nose shape 

showed that he was not Jimmy Wells. 

The Arrest: 

The tall man who approached Bob in plain dress was, of course, a police officer sent by 

Jimmy Wells to arrest Bob for the great crime he had committed in Chicago. The police officer 

had  a letter with him. He handed it over to Bob, telling that he was sent by Jimmy Wells in order 

to arrest him for his crime in Chicago. 

Loyal Friend – Jimmy Wells: 

Jimmy Wells was the patrol officer who met Bob first. He met Bob at the promised time. 

But he could not arrest him as a loyal friend. That was why, he sent another officer to go and 

arrest him. It shows the loyal friendship he had with Bob. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, the story beautifully deals with their faithful friendship. 

This story deals with the friendship of two friends. Bob and Jimmy Wells belonged to New 

York.  They were close friends.  They decided to depart.  They promised to meet after 20 years. 

Bob went to the west.  He wanted to be rich, He became a criminal.  Jimmy became a policeman. 

Bob was waiting for Jimmy.  A policeman talked to him.  Bob told about his friendship.  He lit 

his cigar.  The pc found him a criminal.  He went away.  He sent a tall pc to arrest him. The pc 

arrested him.  He gave him a letter.  The first pc was Jimmy Wells.  He learnt it from the letter. 

Thus, their friendship is beautifully depicted. 

FOR AVERAGE STUDENTS 

Title : After twenty years 

Author : O. Henry 

Theme : Friendship of Bob and Jimmy 

Moral: Duty is important. 

Moral: Faithful friendship is really enchanting 
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Moral: Duty is important. 

FOR SLOW LEARNERS 

❖ Bob and Jimmy were friends.

❖ Bob wanted to be rich.

❖ Jimmy wanted to be a pc.

❖ Bob went to the west.

❖ He became a criminal.

❖ Jimmy became a pc.

❖ 20 years passed. Bob was waiting for Jimmy. A pc went near.

❖ Bob talked about their friendship.

❖ The pc found him a criminal.

❖ He sent another pc.

❖ He arrested him.
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Hector Hugh Munro (18 December 1870 – 14 November 1916), better 

known by the pennameSaki,andals of requentlyas H.H.Munro,was a British 

writer who sewitty, mischievous and sometimes macabre stories satirize 

Edwardian society and culture. He is considered a master of the short story, and 

often compared to O. Henry. Besides his short stories he wrote a full-length play, 

The Watched Pot, in collaboration with Charles Maude.7 

Philip Sletherby Travelling in Train 
Bertie - forgot his Purse 

Saltpen Crest Jago Crest Car with Crest Symbols 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

PICTURES RELATED TO THE TEXT 
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Philip Sletherhy 

An aspirant 

politician 

Wants to contest in 

MP elections 

Travelling to Brill 

Manor 

Intend to spend the 

week end with Mrs. 

Saltpen Jago 

He searched his 

purse 
The train moved Berties boarded 

Mrs. Saltpen Jago an 

influential lady 

Begged Money from 

Sletherby 

Sletherby questioned 

about crests 

Bertie gave an 

unsatisfied answer 

Sletherby doubted 

and refused to lend 

him money 

Shocked on learning 

the blended a hair of 

Jago 

Saw the car with two 

crests 

Welcomed by K.C. 

Claud people 
Reached Brill Manor 

MIND MAP 

PICTORIAL DESCRIPTION 
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❖ ‡gpypg; ];ypjh;gp vd;gth; gphpy; NkdUf;F xU uapy;tz;bapy; gazk; nra;jhh;.  mth;

ghuhSkd;w kWNjh;jypy; xU rPl; ngw tpUk;gpdhh;.  mjw;fhf rhy;l;ngd; IhNfh vd;w 

xU nry;thf;fhd ngz;iz re;jpf;f tpUk;gpdhh;.  mtUld; ngh;l;b vd;gth; gazk; 

nra;jhh;.  mth;  ];ypjh;gpaplk; 3 gTz;l; fldhff; Nfl;lhh;. mth; mg;NghJ jd; mk;kh 

mlh;e;j fhg;gp epw Kbia cilath; vd;whh;. ];ypjh;gp mth; ngha; nrhy;tjhf 

re;Njfg;gl;lhh;.  mjdhy; mtUf;F gzk; jw kWj;jhh;.  ngh;l;bapd; mk;kh kQ;rs; epw 

Kbia cilath; vd ];ypjh;gp mwpthh;. mth; fpshz;Nl gPg;gps; Nf.rp. vd;gtiu 

re;jpj;jhh;.  mth; rhy;l;ngd; IhNfh mtuJ Kbia kQ;rs; epwj;jpypUe;J mlh;e;j fhg;gp 

epwkhf 5 thuq;fSf;F Kd; khw;wpaij nrhd;dhh;. ngh;l;b jd;dplk; nrhd;dJ 

cz;ik vd czh;e;j ];ypjh;gp> mtiu Vkhw;Wf;fhuh; vd a+fpj;jJ jtnwd 

czh;e;jhh;. 

 

A SHOT IN THE DARK rhpapy;yhj a+fk; 

Philip Sletherby settled himself down in an almost empty 
railway carriage, with the pleasant consciousness of being 

embarked on an agreeable and profitable pilgrimage. He 
was bound for Brill Manor, the country residence of his 

newly achieved acquaintance, Mrs. Saltpen-Jago. 
*Honoria Saltpen-Jago was a person of some social
importance in London, of considerable importance and

influence in the county of Chalkshire. The county of
Chalkshire, or, at any rate, the eastern division of it, was of
immediate personal interest to Philip Sletherby; it was held

for the Government in the present Parliament by a
gentleman who did not intend to seek re-election, and

Sletherby was under serious consideration by the party
managers as his possible successor, and with luck,  the seat
might be held. The Saltpen-Jago influence was not an item

which could be left out of consideration, and the political
aspirant had been delighted at meeting Honoria at a small
and friendly luncheon-party, still more gratified when she

had asked him down to her country house for the following
Friday-to-Tuesday. He was obviously ‘on approval’, and if

he could secure the goodwill of his hostess he might count
on her nominating him as an assured thing. If he failed to
find favour in her eyes — well, the local leaders would

probably cool off in their embryo enthusiasm for him.

gpypg; ];nyjh;ig xU Gdpj gazj;jpw;F nry;tJ 

Nghy; fpsk;gp> Gif tz;bapy; ahUkpy;yh ngl;bapy; 

cl;fhh;e;jhh;. mth; guppy; Nkdhpy; cs;s rhy;lngd; 

[hNfhtpd; gz;iz tPl;bw;F nry;fpd;whh;. 

rhy;l;ngd;-[hNfh yz;ldpy; cs;s rhf;~ah; vd;w 

,lj;jpy; kpfTk; kjpg;G kpf;fth;. gpypg;]; 

];nyjyh;igf;F me;j ,lj;jpd; Nky; xU tpUg;gk; 

,Ue;jJ. mq;F Njh;jy; itj;jhy; gpypg;]; 

];nyjh;igia Ntl;ghsuhf mwptpf;f fl;rp 

KbntLj;Js;sJ. mjw;F rhy;lngd;-[hNfhtpd; 

MjuT Njit. Mifahy;> jd;Dila murpay; 

Eiotpw;fhf> ,e;j ngz;kzpapd; tPl;bw;F 

nts;spf;fpoik Kjy; nrt;tha;f;fpoik tiu 

tpUe;jpw;fhf nrd;whh;. mq;F> jd;id cgrhpf;Fk; 

ngz;zpd; ed;kjpg;gpid ngwNtz;Lk; vd;W 

fUjpdhh;. NkYk;> jd;id Ntl;ghsuhf mwptpg;ghh; 

vd;W cWjpahf ek;gpdhh;. me;jg; ngz;zpw;F 

mtiug; gpbf;fhtpl;lhy;> cs;@hpy; cs;s 

jiyth;fs; mtiu murpaypy; Kd;Ndw tplhky; 

mKf;fp tpLthh;fs;. 

Among the passengers dotted about on the platform, 

awaiting their respective  trains, Sletherby espied a club 

Vida gazpfs; jq;fsJ Giftz;bf;fhf 

fhj;jpUf;Fk; nghOJ> ];nyjh;ig jdJ rq;fj;J 

fijr; RUf;fk; 

TEXT TRANSLATION 
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acquaintance, and called him up to the carriage-window 

for a chat. 

egiug; ghh;j;jhh;. mtUld; [d;;dy; mUfpy; 

mul;il mbj;jhh;. 

“Oh, you’re staying with Mrs. Saltpen-Jago for the week-

end, are you? I expect you’ll have a good time; she has the 
reputation of being an excellent hostess. She’ll be useful to 

you, too, if that Parliamentary project — hullo, you’re off. 
Good-bye.” 

‘X! rhy;l;ngd;-[hNfhtpd; tPl;bw;F nry;fpwPh;;fsh?

mth; ed;whf jdJ tpUe;jhspfis ftdpg;gth; 

mth;. cq;fSf;F ,e;j ghuhSkd;w Njh;jypy; 

cgNahfkhf ,Ug;ghh;” vd;W $wpagb tpil 

ngw;whh;. 

Sletherby waved good-bye to his friend, pulled up the 
window, and turned his attention to the magazine lying on 

his lap. He had scarcely glanced at a couple of pages, 
however, when a smothered curse caused him to glance 
hastily at the only other occupant of the carriage. His 

travelling companion was a young man of about two-and-
twenty, with dark hair, fresh complexion, and the blend of 
smartness and disarray that marks the costume of a ‘nut’ 

who is bound on a rustic holiday. He was engaged in 
searching furiously and ineffectually for some elusive or 

non-existent object; from time to time he dug a sixpenny 
bit out of a waistcoat pocket and stared at it ruefully, then 
recommenced the futile searching operations. A cigarette-

case, matchbox, latchkey, silver pencil case, and railway 
ticket were turned out on to the seat beside him, but none 
of these articles seemed to afford him satisfaction; he 

cursed again, rather louder than before. The vigorous 
pantomime did not draw forth any remark from Sletherby, 
who resumed his scrutiny of the magazine. 

];nyjh;ig ifia mirj;jgb jdJ kbapy; cs;s 

nra;jpj;jhis ghh;j;jhh;. xU ,uz;L gf;fj;ij 

gbg;gjw;Fs; jdf;F vjpNu ,Ue;j xUj;jd; $wpa 

fLikahd thh;j;ijfis Nfl;L mjph;e;jhh;. 

mtUila rf gazp> 22 taJ kpf;f fUikahd 

$e;jiy nfhz;ltd;. cw;rhfkhd Njhw;wj;ij 

cilatd;. mtDila cilia ghh;j;jhy;> 

tpLKiwf;F nry;gtd; Nghy; njhpe;jJ. mtd; 

VNjh xU nghUis jPtpukhf NjLfpd;whd;. 

mbf;fb> MW ngd;dp ehzaq;dis jdJ 

ghf;nfl;by; ,Ue;J vLj;J ghh;j;Jf;nfhz;lhd;. 

jd;Dila rpfnul; ngl;b> jPg;ngl;b> ngl;brhtp> 

nts;sp ngd;rpy; lg;gh kw;Wk; gazr; rPl;L Mfpa 

vJTk; mtDf;F jpUg;jp mspf;ftpy;iy. mtdJ 

tpNdhjkhd nra;if ];nyjh;igf;F njhy;iyahf 

,y;iy. mth; jdJ nra;jpj;jhis gbj;Jf; 

nfhz;bUe;jhh;. 

“I say!” exclaimed a young voice presently, “didn’t I hear 

you say you were going down to stay with Mrs. Saltpen-
Jago at Brill Manor? What a coincidence! My *mater, you 
know. I’m coming on there on Monday evening, so we 

shall meet. I’m quite a stranger; haven’t seen the mater for 
six months at least. I was away yachting last time she was 

in Town. I’m Bertie, the second son, you know. I say, it’s 
an awfully lucky coincidence that I should run across 
someone who knows the mater just at this particular 

moment. I’ve done a damned awkward thing.” 

xU ,sikahd Fuy; Nfl;lJ. ‘ePq;fs; gphpy; 

NkNdhpy; cs;s jpUkjp. rhy;l;ngd;-[hNfhtpd; 

tPl;by; jq;f NghfpwPh;fsh? ehDk; jpq;fs; fpoik 

mq;Nf tUNtd;. mq;F ehk; re;jpf;fyhk;. ehd; 

mq;F te;J MW khjk; Mfptpl;lJ. ehd; jhd; 

rhy;l;ngd;-[hNfhtpd; ,uz;lhtJ kfd;> ngh;b. 

ehd; Nahff;fhud;. ey;yNtis ePq;fs; te;jPh;fs;. 

ehd; xU rpf;fypy; khl;bf; nfhz;Nld;”. 

“You’ve lost something, haven’t you?” said Sletherby. 
eP vijNah njhiyj;J tpl;lhah? ];nyjh;ig 

Nfl;lhh;. 

“Not exactly, but left behind, which is almost as bad; just 
as inconvenient, anyway. I’ve come away without my 
sovereign-purse, with four quid in it, all my worldly wealth 

for the moment. It was in my pocket all right, just before I 
was starting, and then I wanted to seal a letter, and the 

sovereign-purse happens to have my crest on it, so I 
whipped it out to stamp the seal with, and, like a double-
distilled idiot, I must have left it on the table. I had some 

silver loose in my pocket, but after I’d paid for a taxi and 
my ticket I’d only got this forlorn little six pence left. I’m 
stopping at a little country inn near Brondquay for three 

days’ fishing; not a soul knows me there, and my week-
end bill, and tips, and cab to and from the station, and my 
ticket on to Brill, that will mount up to two or three quid, 

won’t it? If you wouldn’t mind lending me two pound ten, 
or three for preference, I shall be awfully obliged. It will 

‘njhiyf;ftpy;iy. tpl;L te;Jtpl;Nld;. 4 Ftpl; 

gzk; cs;s ifg;igia tpl;L te;Jtpl;N;ld;. ehd; 

xU fbjj;ij mDg;g milahsk; itf;f Ntz;b 

,Ue;jjhy;> vdJ ifg;igia gad;gLj;jp> mij 

mg;gbNa Nki[apy; itj;J tpl;Nld;. vdJ ifapy; 

rpy ehzaq;fs; ,Ue;jjhy;> mijf; nfhz;l 

Ch;jpf;Fk;> gazr; rPl;Lf;Fk; nfhLj;Jtpl;Nld;. 

,dpNky;> ehd; xU jq;Fk; tpLjpf;F %d;W ehs; 

kPd; gpbg;gjw;fhf nry;fpNwd;. mq;F ahUf;Fk; 

vd;id njhpahJ. mq;F ehd; jq;Fk; nryT> 

tz;b> gphpy;Yf;F nry;y gazr;rPl;L vLf;f vd 2 

my;yJ 3 Ftpl; gzk; Njitg;gLfpwJ. ePq;fs; 

mg;gzj;ij nfhLj;jhy;> ehd; cq;fSf;F vd;Wk; 

ed;wp kwthjthdha; ,Ug;Ngd;. ehd; vdJ 

gpur;ridapypUe;Jk; kPs;Ntd;” vd;whd;. 
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pull me out of no end of a hole.” 

“I think I can manage that,” said Sletherby, after a 
moment’s hesitation. 

xU rpy epkpl jaf;fj;jpw;Fg; gpd; ];nyjh;ig ‘me;j 

gzj;ij nfhLf;f KbAk;” vd;whh;. 

“Thanks awfully. It’s jolly good of you. What a lucky thing 

for me that I should have chanced across one of the mater’s 
friends. It will be a lesson to me not to leave my exchequer 
lying about anywhere, when it ought to be in my pocket. I 

suppose the moral of the whole thing is don’t try and 
convert things to purposes for which they weren’t 

intended. Still, when a sovereign-purse has your crest on 
it–” 

‘kpfTk; ed;wp. ehd; nuhk;g mjph;\;lrhyp. mjdhy; 

jhd; ePq;fs; vd;Dld; ,Uf;fpwPh;fs;. ,e;j rk;gtk; 

vdf;F xU ghlj;ij fw;gpj;jpUf;fpwJ. vdJ 

ifg;igapy; FLk;g milahsNk ,Ue;jhYk;> xU 

nghUis mJ ,Uf;f Ntz;ba ,lj;jpy; itf;f 

Ntz;Lk;” vd;whd;. 

“What is your crest, by the way?” Sletherby asked, 
carelessly. 

‘cq;fsJ FLk;g milahsk; vJ?” vd;W 

];nyjh;ig tpdtpdhh;. 

“Not a very common one,” said the youth; “a demi-lion 

holding a cross-crosslet in its paw.” 

‘mJ nghJthdJ my;y. tpj;jpahrkhdJ. xU ghjp 

rpq;fk; jdJ cs;sq;ifapy; xU rpYitia gpbj;j 

khjphp ,Uf;Fk;” vd;W me;j ,isQd; 

nrhd;dhd;. 

“When your mother wrote to me, giving me a list of trains, 
she had, if I remember rightly, a greyhound *courant on 
her notepaper,” observed Sletherby. There was a tinge of 

coldness in his voice. 

‘cdJ mk;kh vdf;F fbjk; vOjpajpy; xU ehapd; 

milahsk; ,Ue;jJ” vd;whh;. mtuJ Fuypy; xU 

fyf;fk; njhpe;jJ. 

“That is the Jago crest,” responded the youth promptly; 
“the demi-lion is the Saltpen crest. We have the right to use 
both, but I always use the demi-lion, because, after all, we 

are really Saltpens.” 

‘mJ [hNfh milahsk;. ,J rhy;l;ngd; 

milahsk;. ehq;fs; ,uz;ilAk; gad;gLj;jyhk;. 

Mdhy;> ehd; vg;nghOJk; rpq;fj;ij kl;LNk 

gad;gLj;JNtd;” vd;whd;. 

There was silence for a moment or two, and the young man 
began to collect his fishing tackle and other belongings 
from the rack. 

rpy epkplq;fs; mikjpahf fope;jJ. me;j 

,isQd; jdJ nghUs;fis vLf;f Muk;gpj;jhd;. 

“Good-bye,” said Sletherby. ‘vdJ epWj;jk; mLj;jJ” vd;whd;. 

“I’ve never met your mother,” said Sletherby suddenly, 

“though we’ve corresponded several times. My 
introduction to her was through political friends. Does she 
resemble you at all in feature? I should rather like to be 

able to pick her out if she happened to be on the platform 
to meet me.” 

‘ehd; cdJ mk;khit Nehpy; re;jpj;jJ ,y;iy. 

mth; vt;thW ,Ug;ghh;? cd;id khjphp 

,Ug;ghh;fsh?? vd;W ];nyjh;ig Nfl;lhh;. 

“She’s supposed to be like me. She 
has the same dark brown hair and high colour; it runs in 

her family. I say, this is where I get out.” 

vdJ mk;kh vd;id khjphp fUikahd 

$e;jiyAk;> ey;y epwKk; cilath;. ehd; ,q;Nf 

,wq;fg;NghfpNwd;” vd;whd;. 

“Good-bye,” said Sletherby. ‘Ngha; th” vd;W ];nyjh;ig $wpdhH. 

“You’ve forgotten the three quid,” said the young man, 

opening the carriage-door and pitching his suit-case on to 
the platform. 

‘ePq;fs; me;j 3 Ftpl; gzj;ij kwe;J tpl;Bh;fsh? 

vd;W ngh;l;b Nfl;lhd;. 

“I’ve no intention of lending you three pounds, or three 
shillings,” said Sletherby severely. 

‘ehd; cdf;F xU ehzak; $l jUtjw;F 

jahuhftpy;iy” vd;W ];nyjh;ig fLikahf 

$wpdhh;. 

“But you said–” ‘Mdhy; ePq;fs; $wpdPh;fs;..” 

“I know I did. My suspicions hadn’t been roused then, 

though I hadn’t necessarily swallowed your story. The 
discrepancy about the crests put me on my guard, 
notwithstanding the really brilliant way in which you 

accounted for it. Then I laid a trap for you; I told you that 
I had never met Mrs. Saltpen-Jago. As a matter of fact I 
met her at lunch on Monday last. She is a pronounced 

blonde.” 

‘ehd; $wpNdd;. cdJ fijia Nfl;f vdf;F 

re;Njfk; cUthfpaJ. FLk;g milahsk; gw;wp 

Nfl;l nghOJ eP njspthf xU fijia 

nrhd;dha;. ehd; cd;dplk; jpUkjp rhy;ngl;d;-

[hNfhit ghh;j;jJ ,y;iy vd;Nwd;. mJ ngha;. eP 

nrhy;tJ cz;ikah vd;W fz;Lgpbg;gjw;F 

nrhd;dJ. ehd; fle;j jpq;fs;fpoik jhd; 

mth;fis ghh;j;Njd;. mtUf;F nghd;dpwkhd 

$e;jy;” vd;W ];nyjh;ig $wpdhh;. 
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The train moved on, leaving the soi-disant cadet of the 

Saltpen-Jago family cursing furiously on the platform. 

Giftz;b efh;e;jJ. rhy;l;ngd;-[hNfhtpd; kfd; 

vd;W $wpatd; rgpj;Jf;nfhz;Nl nrd;whd;. 

“Well, he hasn’t opened his fishing expedition by catching 

a flat,” chuckled Sletherby. He would have an entertaining 
story to recount at dinner that evening, and his clever little 

trap would earn him applause as a man of resource and 
astuteness. He was still telling his adventure in imagination 
to an attentive audience of dinner guests when the train 

drew up at his destination. On the platform he was greeted 
sedately by a tall footman, and noisily by Claude People, 
K.C., who had apparently travelled down by the same

train.

‘,td; vd;dplk; kPd; gpbf;Fk;jpwikia 

fhl;bapUf;f $lhJ” vd;W eifr;Ritahf 

];nyjh;ig $wpdhh;. ,d;W ,uT rhg;gpLk; nghOJ 

,e;j rk;gtj;ij $w Ntz;Lk; vd;W epidj;jhh;. 

midtUk; ,tiug; ghuhl;Lthh;fs;. ,tUila 

epWj;jk; te;jTld;> eilNkilapy; nuhk;gTk; 

khpahijahf fpshL gPg;Gs; Nf.rp. tuNtw;whh;. 

“Hullo, Sletherby! You spending the week-end at Brill? 
Good. Excellent. We’ll have a round of golf together to-
morrow; I’ll give you your revenge for Hoylake. Not a bad 

course here, as inland courses go. Ah, here we are; here’s 
the car waiting for us, and very nice, too!” 

‘];nyjh;ig> gphpYf;F te;jPh;fsh?” ey;yJ Nfhy;g; 

tpisahl;L ehis tpisahlyhk;. ekf;fhf fhh; 

fhj;jpUf;fpwJ”. mth;fSf;fhf te;j fhh; kpfTk; 

nghpajhf ,Ue;jJ. nghpa cztfj;jpy; Eioe;jJ 

Nghy; gy tbtikg;Gld; ,Ue;jJ. 

The car which won the K.C.’s approval was a sumptuous-
looking vehicle, which seemed to embody the last word in 

elegance, comfort, and locomotive power. Its graceful 
lines and symmetrical design masked the fact that it was 

an enormous wheeled structure, combining the features of 
a hotel lounge and an engine-room. 

‘ekJ Kd;Ndhh;fs; nrd;w Fjpiu tz;bNghy; ,J 

gpuk;khz;lkhf cs;sJ” vd;W Nf.rp. fhiu ghuhl;b 

nfhz;L te;jhh;. NkYk;> fhhpd; gFjpfisAk; 

Xl;Ltjw;F NjitahditfisAk; gw;wp 

NgRfpwhh;. 

“Different sort of vehicle to the post-chaise in which our 
grandfathers used to travel, eh?” exclaimed the lawyer 
appreciatively. And for Sletherby’s benefit he began 

running over the chief points of perfection in the fitting and 
mechanism of the car. 

‘ekJ Kd;Ndhh;fs; nrd;w Fjpiu tz;bNghy; ,J 

gpuk;khz;lkhf cs;sJ” vd;W Nf.rp. fhiu ghuhl;b 

nfhz;L te;jhh;. NkYk;> fhhpd; gFjpfisAk; 

Xl;Ltjw;F NjitahditfisAk; gw;wp 

NgRfpwhh;. 

Sletherby heard not a single word, noted not one of the 
details that were being expounded to him. His eyes were 

fixed on the door panel, on which were displayed two 
crests: a greyhound courant and a demi-lion holding in its 

paw a cross-crosslet. 

];nyjh;ig fhjpy; vJTk; tpotpy;iy mtuJ 

fz;fs; fhhpd; ,uz;L fjitg; ghh;j;J 

nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd. mjpy;> ,uz;L 

milahsq;fSk; - xU ehAk;> xU rpq;fKk; jdJ 

ifapy; rpYit itj;jgbAk; ,Ue;jd. 

The K.C. was not the sort of man to notice an absorbed 

silence on the part of a companion. He had been silent 
himself for nearly an hour in the train, and his tongue was 

making up for lost time. Political gossip, personal 
anecdote, and general observation flowed from him in an 
uninterrupted stream as the car sped along the country 

roads; from the inner history of the Dublin labour troubles 
and the private life of the Prince Designate of Albania he 
progressed with an easy volubility to an account of an 

alleged happening at the ninth hole at Sandwich, and a 
verbatim report of a remark made by the Duchess of 

Pathshire at a Tango tea. Just as the car turned in at the 
Brill entrance gates the K.C. captured Sletherby’s attention 
by switching his remarks to the personality of their hostess. 

Nf.rp. mikjpahd kdpjh; ,y;iy. Giftz;bapy; 

xU kzp Neuk; mikjpahf ,Uej;jjhy;> 

,g;;nghOJ fhhpy; Ngrpf;nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jhh;. 

murpay; Gusp> jdJ nrhe;jf;fij kw;Wk; nghJ 

tp\aq;fis Ngrpf;nfhz;L ,Ue;jhh;. lg;ypdpy; 

cs;s njhopyhsh;fs; gpur;rid> my;ngdpahtpd; 

,sturhpd; nrhe;j tho;f;if> ghj;\;ahpd; ,sturp 

Nlq;Nfh b vd;w ,lj;jpy; nrhd;d thh;j;ijfs; 

vd;W Vfg;gl;l tp\aq;fis $wpdhh;. gpwF> 

jq;fis tpUe;J cgrhpf;Fk; ngz;kzpiag; gw;wp 

Ngrpdhh;. 

“Brilliant woman, level-headed, a clear thinker, knows 
exactly when to take up an individual or a cause, exactly 

when to let him or it drop. Influential woman, but spoils 
herself and her chances by being too restless. No repose. 

Good appearance, too, till she made that idiotic change.” 

‘mwpthsp ey;y Gj;jp $h;ik cilath;. ahUf;F 

vd;d Ntz;Lk; vd;W rhpahf Ghpe;jth; kf;fs; 

nry;thf;F cilath;. Mdhy; Xa;T vLf;fhky; 

ciof;fpwhh;. ahhplKk; cjtp vjph;ghh;f;fhjth;. 

ey;y Njhw;wk; cs;sth;. Mdhy; xU 

Kl;lhs;jdkhd khw;wk; nra;Ak; tiu. 

“Change?” queried Sletherby, “what change?” 
khw;wkh? ‘vd;d khw;wk;?” vd;W ];nyjh;ig 

Nfl;lhh;. 
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“What change? You don’t mean to say– Oh, of course, 

you’ve only known her just lately. She used to have 
beautiful dark brown hair, which went very well with her 
fresh complexion; then one day, about five weeks ago, she 

electrified everybody by appearing as a brilliant blonde. 
Quite ruined her looks. Here we are. I say, what’s the matter 
with you? You look rather ill.” 

‘vd;d khw;wkh?” ‘X! cq;fSf;F ,g;nghOJjhd;

rhyl;ngd;-[hNfhitj; njhpAk;. mtUf;F> mofpa 

fUikahd $e;jy; Gj;Jzh;r;rpAld; njhpthh;. 

Ie;J thuj;jpw;F Kd;dhy;> mth; jdJ $e;jiy 

nghd;dpwkhf khw;wp midtiuAk; mjpu itj;jhh;. 

mtuJ moif mopj;J tpl;lhh;. cq;fSf;F vd;d 

Mfptpl;lJ? clk;G rhpapy;yhjJ Nghy; 

,Uf;fpwPh;fs;” 

embarked boarded Nkw;nfhz;L 

espied caught sight of rhf;fpd; Kid 

ineffectually in vain gydw;w> tpisT mw;w 

ruefully regretfully, sorrowfully tUj;jj;Jld; 

pantomime exaggerated behaviour fl;Lf;fijia mbg;gilahff; 

nfhz;l ehlfj;jpy; gq;Nfw;Nghk; 

quid (British) one pound sterling Gifapiyf; fj;ij 

exchequer national treasury murhq;f nghf;fp\k; 

crest a symbol representing a family, reproduced 
on writing paper 

cr;rp> rpfuk; 

tackle  equipment required for a task or sport jLg;ghl;lk; 

discrepancy difference tpj;jpahrk; 

soi- distant self styled Ra tpUg;g eil 

astuteness cleverness kjp El;gk;> je;jpuk;>Gj;jp 

sedately in a dignified manner rhe;jkhd 

sumptuous expensive looking Mlk;guk; 

chaise horse-drawn carriage ,U rf;fu Fjpiu tz;b> ,Oj;j 

,Og;Gf;F 

expounded explained tpthpf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. 

volubility fluency, talkativeness ruskhf NgR 

blonde pale yellow hair nghd;dpwk; 

Honoria (Latin) honour, a woman of reputation khpahij 

mater  (Latin) – mother fw;w 

courant animal represented in the act of running tpyq;Ffs; XLk; ghij 

4. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 100–150 words each. (Text Page -

64) 

a) Describe the youth’s strange behaviour when he was in the train.

 Philip Sletherby travelled by a train.  He was going to Brill Manor.  There was the 

parliament re-election.  He wanted to get a seat.  He was going to meet Saltpen Jago. She was 

an influential lady.  There was a youth.  He was Bertie.  He was about 22.  He was Saltpen’s 

son.  He searched for his purse.  It was wasteful.  He blamed himself.   

PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS 
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b) One has to be cautious and not be carried away by stories. How did Sletherby exhibit

caution? 

Philip Sletherby travelled by a train.  He was going to Brill Manor.  He wanted to get a 

seat in the parliament re-election.  He wanted to meet Saltpen Jago. There was a youth.  He was 

Bertie.  He was Saltpen’s son.  He had left his purse somewhere.  He blamed himself.  He wanted 

3 pounds.  He asked for Sletherby’s help.  Sletherby doubted him.  He had never seen his Mom. 

He asked him if she resembled him.  His Mom had dark brown hair.  He said so.  Sletherby said 

about her yellow hair. 

c) How did Sletherby’s judgement of Bertie turn out to be a wrong one?

   Philip Sletherby travelled to Brill Manor.  He wanted to get a seat in the parliament 

re-election.  He wanted Saltpen Jago’s help.  A man talked to Philip.  He was Bertie.  He asked 

him for 3 pounds.  He told about his Mom’s brown hair. Sletherby became careful.  He knew his 

Mom’s yellow hair.  He doubted Bertie.  Clande told him about her change.  She changed her hair 

into yellow.  Sletherby felt his wrong judgement. 

d) As Sletherby, would you apologise to Bertie for your rude behaviour? Give reasons.

I would apologise to Bertie.  I only knew about the greybound courant crest.  I didn’t know 

about the demi-lion crest.  I knew his Mom just recently.  I knew about her blonde hair.  I didn’t 

know her change.  She had changed her hair into brown.  I would apologise for my rude behaviour. 

e) ‘Seeing is believing’. How is this humorously disproved in this story? Bring out the irony

in the situation.

Bertie wanted three pounds.  He asked Sletherby for it.  Bertie told about the Jago crest 

and his Mom’s brown hair.  Slitherby knew his Mom’s yellow hair.  So, he doubted Bertie.  He 

hesitated to help him.  He found two crests on the car’s door panel.  Clande told about Bertie’s 

Mom’s hair change.  So, ‘seeing is believing’ is disproved. 
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1. Philip Sletherby – Politician – Brill Manor – meet – Mrs.Saltpen Jago – London – Re-election

 – young man – Bertie – Needed three pounds – Mistaken – fraud – Jago Crest – demilion-

“Seeing is believing”           (MAR-23)

2. Philip – travels – train – Brill Manor – Meets Bertie – Second son – left purse – four quids –

needs money – requests Philip to lend him – two pounds – did not help – true son- mistake for

a fraud.            (JUN-19)

Introduction: 

The story “A Shot In The Dark” written by Saki beautifully amusingly depicts the 

misconception of Philip Sletherby about Bertie, the second son of Saltpen Jago in Brill Manor, 

while he travelled by train. 

Sletherby Travel To Brill Manor: 

 Philip Sletherby travelled in an almost empty carriage on a profitable pilgrimage. He was 

bound for Brill Manor, the country residence of Saltpen Jago. Saltpen Jago was a person of some 

social importance and influence in London. He was going there in order to get a seat in the 

parliament re-election. He wished to meet saltpen Jago and get some support for the election. 

Bertie’s Company: 

 His travelling companion was a young man of about twenty two with fresh complexion 

and smartness on a rustic holiday. He introduced himself as Bertie, the second son of Saltpen 

Jago. He informed Philip Sletherby that he had left his purse with his family crest on it as he was 

in a hurry. He was urgenty in need of rightly three guid. Suppose Philip Sletherby lent it to him, 

he would repay it early. On hearing his words, Sletherby wanted to help him. 

SPECIAL PARAGRAPH 

FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 

Title :  A Shot In the Dark 

Author :  Saki 

Theme :  Sletherby’s misconception about Bertie 
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Slitherby’s suspicion: 

 On hearing the details of his Jago crest and his Mom’s dark brown hair, Philip Sletherby 

suspected Bertie to be a cheat. Sletherby knew very well that saltpen Jago’s hair was not dark 

brown but blonde and her letter a greyhourd courant crest. Therefore, Philip Sletherby refused 

to lend him the money. So, Bertie left the train with irritation. 

K.C.’s Clarification:

 When the train arrived at the station, he was received by a man named clande people K.C. 

When the car’s door was opened, two crests were found on the car’s door panel – a grey hound 

courant and a demi-lion with its paw a cross – crosslet. Sletherby Philip was, of course, greatly 

shocked to see the Jago crest as told by Bertie, the second son of Saltpen Jago was promptly 

correct without any doubt. 

Blonde Hair: 

 Just as the ear turned in at the Brill entrance gates, the K.C.captured Philip Sletherby’s 

attention by switching his remarks to the personality of Saltpen Jago. Previously she had 

beautiful dark brown hair. But, She spoiled her appearance by changing her hair into blonde. 

Then, K.C.looked at Philip sletherby who looked rather ill. So, he had wrongly suspected Bertie 

and Bertie’s words were absolutely genuine. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, the story nicely depicts sletherby’s unnecessary suspicion of Bertie. 

JUNE - 19 

This story beautifully portrays Sletherby’s misconception about Bertie. Slitherby travelled to 

Brill Manor.  He wanted to meet Saltpen Jago.  A youth, Bertie talked to him.  He asked him for 

3 pounds.  Bertie told about the Jago crest and his Mom’s brown hair.  Sletherby knew about her 

FOR AVERAGE STUDENTS 

Title :  A Shot In the Dark 

Author :  Saki 

Theme :  Sletherby’s misconception 

Moral: Appearnces are always deceptive. 
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yellow hair.  So, he doubted Bertie. Clande received him.  He told about Bertie’s Mom’s hair 

change.  He found two crests on the car’s door panel.  He realized his misconception. Thus, 

‘seeing is believing’ is disproved.  

Moral: Clear analysis reveals the truth. 

Moral: Clear analysis reveals the truth. 

FOR SLOW LEARNERS 

❖ Sletherby travelled by a train.

❖ He wanted to meet Saltpen Jago.

❖ Bertie asked for 3 pounds.

❖ He told about his Mom’s brown hair.

❖ Sletherby knew about her yellow hair.

❖ So, he doubted Bertie.

❖ Clande received him.

❖ He told about Jago’s hair change.

❖ He found two crests on the car’s door panel.

❖ He realized his misconception.
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Answer all the questions.         20x1=20 

Choose the most appropriate answer from the given four alternatives and write the option code and the 

corresponding answer. 

(Text book Glossary: 4,5,38, 70, 108, 142, 170, 171) 

Choose the most appropriate  synonyms of the underlined words in the following sentences. 

➢ ,it Prose gFjpapypUe;J tpdhf;fs; Nfl;fg;gLk;

➢ nfhLf;fg;gl;l thf;fpaj;jpy; mbf;Nfhbw;Fk; (m) rha;j;J nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;s thh;j;;ijf;Fk;

,izahd mh;j;jk; nfhz;l thh;j;ijia fPNo nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;s ehd;F thh;j;ijfSs; rhpahd

tpilia Njh;e;njLj;J vOJf

1. We treated it like the fables of the prophets she used to tell us. (MAY - 22, MAR - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) hymns b) songs c) storeys d) stories / tales

2. The coaches lauded me.          (MAY - 22) 

a) appreciated b) gifted c) garlanded d) rebuked

3. The toilers did not enjoy this privilege.         (MAY - 22) 

a) kings b) bosses c) leaders d) workers

4. ______ not anger or exasperation , but just simple wonder.      (SEP - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) amusement b) nervousness  c) irritation d) surprise

5. So common is it that I am always reluctant to trust a departing visitor.    (SEP - 20, JUN -19) (MDL-23) 

a) uninterested b) unwilling c) forced d) persuaded

6. A peaceful pallor spread on her face.      (SEP - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) devotion b) apprearance  c) results d) stress

7. ______ either he has a memory like a sieve or is an audacious perverter of the truth.    (MAR - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) great b) bold c) strong d) perfect

8. I shall ______ only reiterate some of the cardinal principles.    (MAR - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) accept b) express c) repeat d) adopt

Govt  Exam Questions 

PART I 

GRAMMAR 
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9. The role of the University today is not cloistered...       (JUN - 19) 

a) flexible b) restricted c) determined d) challenging

10. She thumped the sagging skins of the dilapidated drum.     (MAR - 19) 

a) preserved b) repaired c) damaged d) costly

11. ______ and I do claim to represent him in all his ruggedness.     (MAR - 19) 

a) toughness b) weakness c) brightness d) seriousness

12. The greatest disadvantage for me was my loss of appetite.  (MAR – 19, 2023) 

a) hope b) memory c) alertness d) hunger

13. ______ that we regard a man who does not possess it as eccentric.     (MAR - 19) 

a) modern b) weary c) normal d) weird

14.  Her silver locks were scattered untidily over her pale, puckered face....       (MDL-23) 

a) graceful b) fresh c) smoothed d) wrinkled

15. It is the efficiency rather than the inefficiency of human memory that compels my wonder.       (MDL-23) 

a) irritation b) inability c) inferiority d) ability

16. ______ we have to re-call the struggles of the past and realize the perils and possibilities...       (MDL-23) 

a) safeties b) dangers c) securities d) certainty

17. She said her morning prayer in a  monotonous sing – song      (MAR-23) 

a) jarring b) boring c) piercing d) depressing

18. What was her Vexation ……..     (MAR-23) 

a) annoyance b) discomfort c) confusion d) lethargy

(Text book: 6, 38, 74) 

Choose the most appropriate  antonyms of the underlined words in the following sentences. 

➢ ,it Prose gFjpapypUe;J tpdhf;fs; Nfl;fg;gLk;

➢ nfhLf;fg;gl;l thf;fpaj;jpy; mbf;Nfhbw;Fk; (m) rha;j;J nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;s thh;j;;ijf;Fk; vjpuhd

mh;j;jk; nfhz;l thh;j;ijia fPNo nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;s ehd;F thh;j;ijfSs; rhpahd tpilia

Njh;e;njLj;J vOJf

1. Grandmother was always in spotless white. (MAY -22) 

a) pure b) pointless c) dirty d) creased

2. The staff looked so unsympathetic. (MAY -22) 

a) credible b) genuine c) dutiful d) sympathetic

Govt  Exam Questions 

FOR ORDERS CONTACT : 8643007972
www.Padasalai.Net                                                          www.CBSEtips.in

Kindly send me your study materials to padasalai.net@gmail.com

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

w
w

w
.P

ad
as

al
ai

.N
et

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

https://www.padasalai.net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 
 

PENGUIN 253 XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com www.penguinbooks.in 

3. It requires individual responsibility.      (MAY -22) 

a) classical b) personal c) collective d) modern

4. I retained the world title in the Third World Women’s Boxing championship. (SEP  -22) (MDL-23) 

a) attained b) distribute c) ruined d) gave up

5. I pulled myself together sufficiently to hand my card, nonchalantly to the clerk... (SEP  -22) (MAR-23) 

a) concerned b) surprised c) motivated d) forced       (MDL-23) 

6. ____ people with robust optimism will be discouraged and forced to take to the path of ease.  (SEP  -22)

a) rough b) soft c) weak d) thin.     (MDL-23) 

7. The discrepancy about the crests put me on my guard ..... (MAR -20) (MDL-23) 

a) originality b) similarity c) functionality d) triviality

8. Such a cosy little room! (MAR -20) (MDL-23) 

a) uncomfortable b) inexpensive c) filthy d) dingy

9. But how near the surface and ready .... is worldly guile! (MAR -20) (MDL-23) 

a) hardship b) peace c) honesty d) pleasure

10.  He has a memory like a sieve or is an audacious perverter of the truth. (JUN -19) 

a) clever b) timid c) rigid d) strong

11.  It is because of their antipathy to pills and potions... (JUN -19) 

a) faith b) loyalty c) interest d) liking

12.  The other teams....weight in, which is compulsory for all players. (JUN -19, MDL) 

a) optional / voluntary  b) natural c) critical d) occasional

13.  Her happiest moments were with her sparrows whom she fed with frivolous rubukes. (MAR -19) 

a) serious b) harmless c) funny d) decent

14.  “Don’t look so doleful, girls.” (MAR -19) 

a) peaceful b) joyful c) doubtful d) powerful

15.  There are, it must be admitted, some matters..... (MAR -19) 

a) replied b) denied c) argued d) accepted

16.  The staff looked so prosperous and unsympathetic. (MDL-23) 

a) rich b) wealthy c) poor d) luxurious

17.  It was at this point that my wife looked at me with an expression of wonder - not anger or exasperation.

a) irritation b) calmness c) vexation d) annoyance (MDL-23) 

18. I do claim to represent him in all his ruggedness. (MAR-23) 

a) loneliness b) eagerness c) weakness d) sadness

19. My particular specialty now is returning to hotel desks two or three times a day (MAR-23) 

a) peculiar b) exemplary c) moderate d) general.
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Q. NO 7 – 20: GRAMMAR CONTENTS

(TB: Unit -1, Pg.no:6) 

TEXT BOOK COMPOUND WORDS LIST 

11TH TEXTBOOK CONTENTS 

Word - 1 Word - 2 Compound word Pattern 

sing song singsong Verb + Noun 

over straining overstraining Adverb/Preposition + Gerund 

spot less spotless Noun + Adjective 

gentle folk gentlefolk Adjective + Noun 

grand mother grandmother Adjective + Noun 

court yard courtyard Noun + Noun 

sun set sunset Noun + Verb 

half hour half-hour Noun/Adjective + Noun 

home coming homecoming Noun + Gerund 

mantel piece manter piece Noun + Noun 

eye lashes eye lashes Noun + Verb / Noun 

water proof water proof Noun + Noun 

bee hive bee hive Noun + Noun 

toll gate toll gate Noun + Noun 

door knob door knob Noun + Noun 

spinning wheel spinning wheel Gerund + Noun 

12TH TEXTBOOK CONTENTS 

Word - 1 Word - 2 Compound word Pattern 

ice axe ice axe 

Noun + Noun 

ice berg ice berg 

ice cap ice cap 

ice floe ice floe 

ice sheet ice sheet 

ice rink ice rink 

knife edge knife - edge 

wind proof wind - proof 

snow board snow board 

snow mobile snow mobile 

snow chains snow chains 

snow storm snow storm 

snow bird snow bird 
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What are compound words? 

Compound words are formed when two or more words are put together to form a new word with a 

new meaning. 

Ex : School + bus = School bus 

There are three ways of writing a compound word. 

3tiffshy; ehk; $l;Lr;nrhw;fis cUthf;fyhk;.

A. Closed compound words :

Theyare made up of two words without a space in-between. 

Ex : football, keyboard, notebook. 

snow belt snow belt 

store room store room 

butter milk butter milk 

head master headmaster 

ice fall ice - fall 

Noun + Verb hair cut haircut 

water fall waterfall 

public speaking public speaking Noun + Gerund 

diamond hard diamond - hard 
Noun + Adjective 

world famous world - famous 

show cause show cause Verb + Noun 

draw back draw back Verb + Adverb 

over step overstep 
Adverb + Verb 

out put output 

never ending never - ending Adverb + Gerund 

partly full partly - full Adverb + Adjective / Adverb 

sleeping bags sleeping - bags 
Gerund + Nound 

swimming pool swimming pool 

grand mother grandmother 

Adjective + Nound soft ware software 

half way half - way 

$l;Lr; nrhw;fs; vd;why; vd;d? 

,uz;L my;yJ mjw;F Nkw;gl;l thHj;ijfis ,izf;fg;gl;L> cUthf;fg;gLk; xU Gjpa 

thHj;ijf;F Compound wordvd;W ngah;.

School, busMfpa ,U jdpj;jdp thh;j;ijfis ,izf;fg;gl;L School busvd;w Gjpa thh;j;ij

cUthf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ.

,izf;fg;gl;l ,U thh;j;ijfSf;fpilNa Space ,Uf;fhJ. Hyphen(-)k; ,Uf;fhJ. 
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B. Open compound words :

They have a space between the smaller words that make them up. Even though the words seem 

separate, when you read them together they have a new meaning.. 

Eg : real estate, post office, public speaking 

xU Compound word-I cUthf;f> Njitahd thh;j;ijfs; fPo;fz;l tiffspypUe;J ngwg;gLk;.

C. Hyphenated compound words :(rpW eLf;fNfhL tif)

They are formed by using a hyphen, a small dash used to connect words together. 

Ex : two-year-old six-pack  day-to-day 

Mother-in-law brother-in-law father-in-law 

Sister-in-law 

(i) Parts of Speech : Noun, verb, Adjective, Adverb, Preposition

(ii) Gerund : A verbal noun which ends in-ing

‘ing’d; KbAk; verbal noun. 

Ex : Noun + Noun = School boy Noun + Verb = Sun rise 

Noun + Adj = Home less  Noun + Preposition = Passer-by 

Noun + Gerund = dreaming 

(i) Parts of Speech :

1. Noun – ngah;r;nrhy; Eg : mother, sister, brother, cricket 

2. Verb –  tpidr;nrhy; Eg : run, care, wait, use 

3. Adjective –ngah; chpr;nrhy; - ngaiu tpsf;f cjTk; nrhy;

Eg : huge, white, old, good, bad 

4. Adverb –tpid chpr;nrhy; - tpidia tpsf;f cjTk; nrhy;

Eg : after, well, loudly 

5. Preposition –cUgPilr; nrhy;  Eg : up, down, on, out, by

(ii) Gerund :

‘ing’vd;W KbAk; tpidr; nrhy;

Eg : swimming, going, looking, working 

Examples : 

Bee hive,  door knob, courtyard, eyelashes, gentlefolk, grandmother, half hour, home coming, mantel piece, over-

straining, sing song, spinning wheel, spotless, sunset, tollgate, water proof. 

A. Noun + Noun

school bus
class room
air ticket

bed room
bee hive
honey bee

school building
book stall

hand writing 

air lifting 
story telling 
E. Noun + Preposition

countryside
passerby

F. Verb + Noun

handle bar

J. Adverb + Verb

intake
output
back ground,

under estimate
under take
under go

K. Gerund + Noun

looking glass

O. Adjective + Noun

blue cross
full moon
gentle woman

deep well
grandmother
blue print

blackboard
hardware

,izf;fg;gl;l ,U my;yJ mjw;F Nkw;gl;l thHj;ijfSf;fpilNa Hyphen mjhtJ rpW eLf;NfhL

(-) ,Uf;Fk;.

,izf;fg;gl;l ,U thh;j;ijfSf;fpilNa (Space),ilntsp ,Uf;Fk;. 
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water proof 

white paper 
B. Noun + Verb

sun rise

hair cut
rain fall
finger print

bus stop
tooth brush

C. Noun + Adjective

age old
dead slow

duty free
world famous
life long

homesick
D. Noun + Gerund

mind reading
day dreaming
air conditioning

guide book 

cry baby 
bath room 
 rest room 

G. Verb + Gerund

Type setting
type writing

note making
H.Verb + Preposition

look up
look down
give up

put in
put on
slow down

I. Verb + Adverb

draw back

fall out
look out
take off

reading room  

washing machine 
cooking gas 
dining table 

L.Adverb+ Adjective

newly rich
blue back

terriby hot
carefully chosen

amazingly good
vitally important.
M. Adverb + Participle

over worked
under privileged
well dressed

ill mannered
well behaved

dreamy-eyed
N.Preposition + Gerund

outgoing

incoming

black berry 

P. Preposition + Noun

over work
after noon

back ground
over age
under weight

inside
Q. Adjective + Verb

safeguard
time taken
white-wash

side walk
easy-going
dry-cleaning

R. Preposition + Verb

upload

overload
byline
input

output
down load

Book Back (Page - 6) 

A B C A B C 

mantel piece mantelpiece sun set sunset 

eye lashes eyelashes grand mother grandmother 

water proof waterproof half hour halfhour 

bee hive beehive home coming homecoming 

toll gate tollgate over straining overstraining 

door knob doorknob court yard courtyyard 

spinning wheel spinningwheel gentle folk gentlefolk 

spot less spotless sing song singsong 

1. Choose the suitable option to pair it with the word ‘mantel’ to form a compound word.     (MAR-19) 

a) cover b) cloth c) picture d) piece

2. Choose the word from the options given to form a compound word with “toll”.      (MDL-23) 

a) plaza b) late c) proof d) wheel

3. Choose the word from the options given below to form a compound word with “bee”     (MAY - 22) 

a) piece b) lash c) gate d) hive

4. Choose the correct combination for the compound word ‘over throw’ (SEP - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) Adjective + Verb b) Adverb + Noun c) Adverb + Verb d) Adjective + Noun

5. Choose the word that can be added after ‘good’ to form a compound word. (MAR - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) sense b) time c) form d) will

Govt  Exam Questions 
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6. Choose the word that cannot be used after ‘ key’ to form a compound word. (JUN  - 19) 

a) note b) lock c) board d) hole

7. Choose the word that can be placed after he word ‘Court’ to form a compound word. (MAR-23) 

a) yard b) file c) gate d) bail

1. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “sing”   (TB)

a) man b) bird

c) song d) long

2. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “over”   (TB)

a) straining b) singing

c) dancing d) drilling

3. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “spot”   (TB)

a) erring b) less

c) loss d) man

4. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “gentle”.  (TB)

a) music b) folk

c) repost d) mark

5. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “grand”  (TB)

a) channel b) building

c) mother d) kid

6. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “court”  (TB)

a) yard b) premise

c) varanda d) door

7. Choose the word from the options given to from a

compound word with “sun”   (TB)

a) set b) bright

c) gliter d) fine

8. Choose the word from the options given to from a

compound word with “half”   (TB)

a) loaf b) second

c) hour d) day

9. Choose the word from the optines given to form a

compound word with “home”  (TB)

a) arriving b) reaching

c) coming d) depaiting

10. Choose the word from the options given to form

acompound word with “mantel”  (TB)

a) work b) lock

c) piece d) peace

11. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “eye”   (TB)

a) lashes b) strainins

c) exercise d) look

12. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “water”  (TB)

a) leakage b) proof

c) scarcity d) drain

13. Choose the word from the options giver to form a

compound word with “bee”  (TB)

a) hones b) hive

c) busy d) lazy

14. Choose the word from the options given to form

acompound word with ‘toll”   (TB)

a) cat b) hate

c) gate d) hat

15. Choose the word from the options given to form

acompound word with “door”  (TB)

a) knot b) side

c) open d) knob

16. Choose te word from the options given to form a

compound word with “spinning”  (TB)

a) wheel b) car

c) tyre d) guard

 EXERCISE 
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Choose the correct combination for the compound word. 

1. Choose the correct combination for the compound word‘Goodwill’.

a) Adjective + Noun b) Noun + Noun c) Adjective + Adverb d) Adverb + Noun

2. Choose the correct combination for the compound word‘Dancing bird’.

a) Adjective + Noun b) Gerund + Noun c) Gerund + Adverb d) Adverb + Noun

3. Choose the correct combination for the compound word‘Snow white’.

a) Adjective + Verb b) Verb + Noun c) Noun + Adverb d) Noun +Adjective

4. Choose the correct combination for the compound word‘Shop owner’.

a) Adjective + Noun b) Adverb + Noun c) Noun + Noun d) Noun +Adjective

5. Choose the correct combination for the compound word‘upstream’.

a) Adjective + Adverb b) Verb + Noun c) Adjective + Noun d) Preposition + Noun

Choose the appropriate compound word for the combination. 

1. Choose the appropriate compound word for the combination‘Noun + Verb’.

a) passport b) downfall c) eve teasing d) bus stand

2. Choose the appropriate compound word for the combination‘Adverb + Participle’.

a) cat walking b) incoming c) eye watching d) hand weaving

3. Choose the appropriate compound word for the combination‘Adjective + Adjective’.

a) light green b) star light c) flash light d) light sensitive

4. Choose the appropriate compound word for the combination‘Gerund + Noun’.

a) sun rise b) washing machine c) fast food d) cat walking

5. Choose the appropriate compound word for the combination‘Adjective+ Verb’.

a) school boy b) outrun c) dry clean d) radio active

In the following examples, identify the compound word and state what type it is: closed, open, or hyphenated. 

1. A rainbow appeared after the rainstorm. Ans: rainbow, rainstorm (closed compound) 

2. I started attending high school when I was thirteen. Ans:high school (opencompound) 

3. The web page was useful for my research. Ans:web page(opencompound) 

4. The hotel offered us cookies at check-in. Ans:check-in(hyphenatedcompound) 

5. My daughter's favorite ride is the merry-go-round. Ans:merry-go-round(hyphenatedcompound) 

PREFIX 

Prefixes cannot function as independent words. They modify the meaning of the words to which they are added. 

One set of prefix reverses the meaning of the word. 

thHj;ijf;F Kd;dhy; ,izAk; thHj;ijfs; jdp thHj;ijfshf nray;gl KbahJ. mitfs; 

NrUk; thHj;ijfspd; mh;j;jj;ij khw;Wk;. xUtif Kd;dhy; Nrh;f;Fk; thHj;ij> thHj;ijapd; 

mh;j;jj;ij jiyfPohf khw;Wk;. 
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11thand 12th  CONTENTS 

PREFIX 

all- all-over be- befriend ex- ex-minister 

il- illegitimate im- impatient ir- irrational, irregular

mis- mismanage re- Rearrange self- self-satisfied 

dis- dishonour, disrespect, disobey, dishonest, disagree, disobedient, discontinue, disapprove, disrespect, 

disadvantage 

in- Inaudible, indirect, inactive, indecent, infinite, infertile, indifferent 

un- unbeatable,unfortunate,uncomfortable,unaware,unneccessary 

SUFFIX 

-al Approval -ance resemblance -dome Wisdome 

-ent Different -er finer,wiser,larger -est Bravest, safest,nicest 

-ity Fertility,nobility -ing obeying -ify Classify 

-less Useless -ion Collection,narration -ness Willingness, likeness 

-or Collector -ous Courageous -some tiresome 

-th Ninth -ty Ninety,honesty 

-able Honourable, respectable,comfortable,changeable,manageable,traceable,noticeable, lovable,movable 

-ful Awful,skilful,hopeful,shameful,peaceful,beautiful 

-ics Linguistics,aesthetics, numismatics, electro dynamics,phonetics,aesthetics, genetics,statics, politics, 

aeronautics, informatics 

-ism Nationalism, egocentrism,feminism,criticism,amateurism,barbarism,idealism,heroism,absenteeism, 

optimism 

-ist Dentist,gynaecologist,gastroenterologist,dermatologist,neurologist,pulmonologist,cardiologist,otolaryngol

ogist, ophthalmologist,neonatolist 

-ly Truly,duly,differently,friendly,frequently,patiently,surely,constantly 

-ment Argument,management,movement,arrangement 

-ology Ecology,technology,pathology,cynology,ichthyology,oology,biology,zoology 

Prefix Meaning Example 

Contra Against/ Opposite Contraindicate 

Contradiction 

Counter Contrary/ Opposite Counteract 

Counterclockwise 

Dia Passing Through/ Across/ Between Dialogue 

Diameter 

Fore Before Foretell 

Forecast 

Pan Pertaining to All Pan American 

Pan Indian 
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1. in –

in active inactive 
land inland 

sight insight 
vocate invocate 

2. im –

im possible impossible 
polite impolite 

print imprint 
pure impure 

3. pre –

pre caution precaution 
face preface 

paid prepaid 
record pre-record 

4. post –

post box postbox 
paid postpaid 
graduate post graduate 

colonial  post-colonial 

5. pro –

pro claim proclaim 
democracy pro-democracy 

long prolong 
noun pronoun 

6. de –

de code decode 
fame defame 

grade degrade 
forest deforest 

7. bi –

bi cycle bicycle 
labial bilabial 

lateral bilateral 
monthly  bi-monthly 

8. tri –

tri angle triangle 
colour tricolour 
cycle tricycle 

lateral tri-lateral 

Prefix Meaning Example 

contra against/ opposite contraindicate, contradiction 

counter contrary/ opposite       counteract, counterclockwise 

dia passing through/ across/ between       dialogue, diameter 

fore before foretell, forecast 

pan pertaining to all pan American, pan Indian 

Prefix Root Word New Word 

anti biotic antibiotic 

co worker co-worker 

de forest deforest 

dis agree 

appear 
approve 

disagree 

disappear 
disapprove 

em brace embrace 

ex terminate exterminate 

extra ordinary extraordinary 

hyper active hyperactive 

il legal illegal 

in definite indefinite 

ir responsible irresponsible 

inter act interact 

micro biology microbiology 

mis understand misunderstand 

mono syllable monosyllable 

post mortem post-mortem 

pre fix prefix 

re discover rediscover 
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semi circle semicircle 

super star superstar 

trans port transport 

tri angle triangle 

un happy unhappy 

SUFFIX 

Eg : adding “ment” to the root word “manage” which is a verb, the new word becomes a noun – “Management” 

Suffix Function Examples 

- ile It is used to express capability, liability, 
Susceptibility etc 

docile, fragile, juvenile, volatile, ductile 

-ling It refers to one that is young, small or inferior princeling, duckling, hireling 

-let Indicate Smallness booklet, eaglet, leaflet 

-ette It is generally used in diminutive sense reoffering 
to something small and tiny 

novelette, kitchenette 

-ity It is used for changing adjectives into noun of 

quality and condition 

visibility, ability, duravlity, capability, 

ductility, senseblity 

-ise It is used to change a adjective or noun into adverb. 

It is also used to indicate quality condition or 
function. 

familiarize, verbalise, popularise, criticise, 

vandalise, publicise 

-ly It is used to change an adjective into adverb slowly, sweetly, immediately and frequently 

Root Word Suffix New Word 

remedy al remedial 

post age postage 

count able countable 

free dom freedom 

invent or inventor 

escape ism escapism 

valid ity validity 

enjoy ment enjoyment 

happy ness happiness 

friend ship friendship 

promote tion promotion 

power ful powerful 

number wise numberwise 

wire less wireless 

awe some awesome 

child hood childhood 

A suffix is a letter or a group of letters linked to the end of a word. By adding suffixes, the grammatical 

function of the words gets changed. 

suffix  vd;gJ thHj;ijapd; filrpapy; ,izf;fgLk; xU vOj;J my;yJ xU rpy vOj;Jfs;.

gpd;tUk; vOj;J my;yJ vOj;Jfis ,izg;gjhy;> me;j thHj;ijfspd; ,yf;fz nray; khWk;. 
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fortune ate fortunate 

book let booklet 

clear ly clearly 

child ish childish 

danger ous dangerous 

cruel ty cruelty 

full y fully 

Book Back (Page - 7, 39) 

Root Word Prefix Suffix 

manage mismanage management 

differ indiffer different 

beauty unbeauty beautiful 

peace unpeace peaceful 

arrange rearrange arrangement 

collect recollect collection 

approve disapprove approved 

audible inaudible -- 

constant -- honesty 

honest dishonest -- 

beatable unbeatable -- 

advantage disadvantage -- 

fortunate unforutnate -- 

direct indirect -- 

agree disagree -- 

decent indecent -- 

aware unaware -- 

rational irrational -- 

active inactive -- 

continue discontinue 

regular irregular 

necessary unnecessary 

respect disrespect 

obedient disobedient 

legitimate illegitimate 

finite infinite 

1. Form a new word by adding a suitable prefix to the

base word “tidy”   ( MAY -22)

a) ir b) in c) dis d) un

2. From a derivative for the underlined word.

Mom told me to arrange the table. (MAY -22) 

a) ful b) ment c) ity d) ness

3. Form a new word by adding a suitable prefix to the

underlined word.   (SEP - 20)(MDL-23)

Mistakes are an ‘essential’ part of education.

a) un b) ir c) in d) il

4. Form a new word by adding a suitable prefix to the

base-word “animate”.         (MAR - 20)(MDL-23)

a) de__ b) un__ c)in__ d) re__

5. Form a derivative by adding a suitable suffix to the

root word “peace”   (MAR-23)

a) – ly b) – able c) – ful d) – ment

1. Choose the correct prefix for the word "audible".(TB)

a) dis b) un c) in d) im

2. Choose the correct prefix for the word "manage".

a) mis b) dis  c) ir d) pre (TB) 

3. Choose the correct suffix for the word "differ". (TB)

a) un b) ent  c) ly d) dis

4. Choose the correct suffix for the word "beauti".

a) fy b) ly c) mis  d) ment (TB) 

5. Choose the correct suffix for the word "peace". (TB)

a) less b) fy c) ful d) ness

6. Choose the correct prefix for the word "arrange".

a) un b) re c) dis  d) non (TB) 

7. Choose the correct prefix for the word "collect". (TB)

a) re b) mis  c) un d) anti

8. Choose the correct suffix for the word "approve".

a) ent b) al c) ence  d) ly (TB) 

9. Choose the correct suffix for the word "manage".

a) ly b) ment c) ence d) al (TB) 

10. Choose the correct suffix for the word "clasi". (TB)

a) fy b) ly c) es d) ent

Govt  Exam Questions 

 EXERCISE 
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(Pg.No:103 - 172) 

Read the following set of poetic line and answer any four sets. 

➢ nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;s MW tpdhf;fspypUe;J VNjDk; ehd;F tpdhf;fSf;F tpilaspf;fTk;

➢ ,it Poem gFjpapypUe;J tpdhf;fs; Nfl;fg;gLk;.

Answer any three  questions 3x2=6 

(TB: Unit 5 Pg No: 148 - 151) 

1. Direct Speech – Neh;$w;W

2. Indirect Speech – maw;$w;W

1. Direct Speech : It is the actual words of the speaker.

Ex : The teacher said, “The sun rises in the east”. 

2. Indirect Speech : It is just like a report of what the speaker said.

The teacher said that the sun rises in the east. 

Note : No inverted commas for Indirect speech. 

Fwpg;G : maw;$w;W thf;fpaj;jpy; ‘ ” tuhJ.

SECTION I 

SECTION II 

NgRgth; $wpa thHj;ijfis mg;gbNa khw;whky; $WtJ  Neh;$w;W MFk;.

NgRgth; $wpa thHj;ijfis ehk; mwpf;ifahf $wpdhy; mJ maw;$w;W MFk;

PART II 
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Change of Pronouns 

Rule 1 : 

The first person pronouns in the statements, questions, commands and exclamations refer to the first (pro) noun before 

the introductory verb (say, tell etc.) In short, the first person pronouns refer to the first (pro) noun. 

Rule 2 :  

The second person pronouns in the statements, questions, etc. refer to the (pro) noun after the introductory verb. In 

short, second person pronouns refer to the second (pro) noun. 

Rule 3 : 

Sometimes the first person plural pronouns may refer to both the pronouns before and after the introductory verb (eg. 

Peter said to Jane, "We are happy") 

In Tamil the use of direct speech is more common. So the learner should avoid indirect speech in conversation. 

vd;W / vd = that; nrhy; / $W = say / tell; Nfs; / tpdT = ask

KINDS OF SENTENCES: 

1. Declarative sentences. (rhjhuz thf;fpak;)

2. Interrogative sentences. (tpdh thf;fpak;)

3. Imperative sentences. (fl;lis thf;fpak;)

4. Exclamatory sentences.(tpag;G thf;fpak

SIX RULES FOR CHANGING DIRECT SPEECH 

INTO INDIRECT SPEECH: 

1. commas and quotation must be changed

FwpaPLfis ePf;FtJ

Ex. :

He said,” I am very happy now”. 

He said I am very happy now. 

2. reporting verb must be changed Neu;$w;W

tpidnrhw;fis khw;WtJ

Ex. :

He said,” I am very happy now”. 

He said I am very happy now. 

3. suitable conjunctions jFe;j ,izg;G

nrhw;fis gad;gLj;JtJ

Ex :

He said,” I am very happy now”. 

He said that I am very happy now. 

4. change in pronoun gpujpngau; nrhw;fis

khw;WtJ.

Ex. :

He said,” I am very happy now”. 

He said that he am very happy now. 

5. changes of a tense forms tpidnrhy;ypd;

fhykhw;wk;

Ex :

He said,” I am very happy now”. 

He said that he was very happy then. 

6. change in time adverbials fhy tpid

chpkhw;wq;fs;.

He said,” I am very happy now”. 

He said that he was very happy then. 

REPORTING VERB & CONJUNCTION 

Sentences Change in Reporting verb Conjunction 

Statement 

says – says, say -say 

that said - said 

said to - told 

Interrogative 

said -asked 
‘Wh’ & ‘H’ Qns – same Qn. 

Word 

said to -asked Yes or no Qns –if or whether 

asked - asked 
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Imperative 

said/said to – ordered / asked 

 ‘to’ or  ‘not to (for don’t) ’  commanded/ requested 

 advised / warned 

Exclamatory said /said to - exclaimed that 

SUBJECT CHANGES WHEN DIRECT SPEECH IS CHANGED INTO INDIRECT SPEECH : 

I – he , she We – they

Me – him , her Us – them

My – his , her Our – their

Mine – his(1) , hers Ours – theirs

Myself  –  himself, herself Ourselves – themselves 

LISTEN: 

I   ehd; Himself   mtidNa> ,tidNa> mtNd> 

,tNd 

He   mtd; Herself   mtisNa> ,tisNa> mtNs> 

,tNs 

She   mts; We   ehk; 

Me   vdf;F> vd;id They   mth;fs;> mitfs;> ,th;fs;> 

,itfs; 

Him   mtDf;F> mtid> 

,tDf;F> ,tid 

Us   vq;fSf;F> vq;fis> ekf;F> ek;ik 

Her   mtSf;F mtis> 

,tSf;F> ,tis 

Them   mtu;fSf;F> mitfSf;F> 

,th;fSf;F> ,itfSf;F 

My  vd;Dila Our  vq;fSila> ek;Kila 

His   mtDila> ,tDila Their   mth;fSila> mitfSila> 

,tu;fSila> ,itfSila 

Her   mtSila> ,tSila Ours   vq;fSilaJ> ek;KilaJ 

Mine   vd;DilaJ Theirs   mth;fSilaJ> mitfSilaJ> 

,th;fSilaJ> ,itfSilaJ 

His(1)   mtDilaJ> ,tDilaJ Ourselves vq;fisNa> ek;ikNa> ehq;fNs 

Hers   mtSilaJ> ,tSilaJ Themselves mtu;fsNa> mitfisNa> 

,th;fisNa> ,itfisNa> 

mth;fNs> mitfNs> ,th;fNs> 

,itfNs 

Myself   vd;idNa> ehNd 

SOMEWORDS ARE CHANGED WHEN DIRECT SPEECH IS CHANGED INTO INDIRECT SPEECH: 

This – that ,J> ,e;j - mJ> me;j 

These – those ,itfs; - mitfs; 

Here – there ,q;Nf - mq;Nf 

Now – then ,g;nghOJ - mg;nghOJ 

Thus – so ,g;gbahf - mg;gbahf 

Ago – before Kd;G - Kd;ghf 

Hence – thence ,jpypUe;J - mjpypUe;J 
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Today – thatday ,d;W - md;W 

Tonight –thatnight ,d;wpuT - md;wpuT 

Hereafter –thereafter ,jd;gpwF - mjd;gpwF 

Tomorrow – the next day / the following day ehis - mLj;jehs; 

Yesterday – the day before /the previous day New;W - Ke;ijaehs; 

Last night – the night before /the previous night fle;j ,uT - Ke;ija ,uT 

Last week – the week before /the previous week fle;j thuk; - Ke;ija thuk; 

Next week – the week after / the following week mLj;j thuk; - mLj;j thuk; 

Next month – the month after /the following month mLj;j khjk; - mLj;j khjk; 

Next year – the year after /the following year mLj;j tUlk; - mLj;j tUlk; 

Day after tomorrow – day after next day ehisa kWehs; - mLj;j ehSf;F gpe;ija ehs; 

Day before yesterday – day before the previous day New;W Kd;jpdk; - Ke;ija ehSf;F Ke;ija ehs; 

Change into reported speech.

1. The old woman said to the boy, “Please help me.”

(MAY -22) 

Answer: The old woman requested the boy to help 

her. 

2. She said, “I decided to rent the shop because it is on

the main road”.   (SEP - 20)(MDL-23)

Answer: She said that she had decided to rent the

shop because it was on the main road.

3. Anu requested her brother to drop her at the airport

that night.*               (MAR - 20)(MDL-23)

Answer: Anu said to her brother, “Please drop

me at the airport tonight.”

4. The libraraian said to the students, “Speak softly”

(MAR-23) 

Answer: The librarian instructed / asked / advised 

/warned / told the students to speak softly. 

Report the following dialogue.  

4. Leena   : “Mom, I burnt my finger”.  

(JUN - 19) 

Mother  : “ I have warned you not to play with 

the fire”. 

Answer : Leena told her mother that she had 

burnt her finger. Mother replied that she had 

warned her not to play with the fire. 

5. Conductor : Where do you want to go?

(MAR - 19) 

Passenger : I’m going to Coimbatore. Give me a 

ticket, please. 

Answer : The Conductor asked the Passenger 

where he wanted to go. The passenger replied 

that he was  going to Coimbatore and requested 

to give him a ticket. 

6. Taj  : Where are you going now?  

         (MDL) 

Harisha  : I am going to the library. Are you 

coming with me? 

Answer  : Taj asked Harsha where she was 

going then. Harsha replied that she was going to 

the library    and Harsha asked Taj if / 

whether she was coming with her.  

Change the sentence into Reported Speech. 

1. Sindhu said, “I play chess” (TB) 

Ans: Sindhu said that she played chess.

2. Jayashree said, “I am working in a school”.  (TB)

Ans: Jayashree said that she was working in a

school.

3. Mani said, “I bought a car”. (TB) 

Ans: Mani said that she had bought a car.

4. Muthu said, “I was walking along the street”.  (TB)

Govt  Exam Questions 

 EXERCISE 
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Ans: Madhu said that she had been walking along 

the street. 

5. Sasi said, “I haven’t seen her”. (TB) 

Ans: Sasi said that he hadn’t seen her.

6. Vijay said, “I had taken swimming lessons before”

(TB) 

Ans: Vijay said that he had taken swimming lessons 

before. 

7. Sundar said to me, “I’ll see you later”. (TB) 

Ans: Sundar told me that he would see me later. 

8. Shankar said to me, “Do you know me?” (TB) 

Ans: Shankar asked me if I knew him.

9. Eva said to Siva, “Are you living here?” (TB) 

Ans: Eva asked Siva if she was living there.

10. Senthil said, “Where is the post office?” (TB) 

Ans: Senthil enquired where the post office was. 

11. Shanthi said to Baskar, “What are you doing now?”

(TB) 

Ans: Shanthi asked Baskar what he was doing then. 

12. The old woman said to the boy, “Please help me”.

(TB) 

Ans : The old woman requested the boy to help her. 

13. The librarian said to the students, “Speak sofly”. (TB)

Ans: . The librarian instructed the students to speak

softly.

14. Raj said to Sukumar, “Please drop me at the station

to night”.      (TB)

Ans: Raj requested Sukumar to drop him at the

station that night.

Report the Dialogue 

Report the following dialogue: 

1.  Adhira   : Hi Yazhini! How are you? 

Yazhini  : I am fine. Congrats. I heard that you have scored very good marks in the SSLC 

  examination. What is the group that you have chosen? (TB) 

Ans: 

Adhira greeted Yazhini and asked how she was. Yazhini replied that she was fine and congratulated her by adding that 

she had heard that she had scored very good marks in the SSLC examination. Yazhini asked Adhira what was the 

group she had chosen. 

2. Adhira   : Thank you. I have chosen the arts group. 

Yazhini  : Good. Tell me about your future plan.       (TB) 

Ans: 

Adhira thanked Yazhini and told her that she had chosen the arts group. Yazhini appreciated  and asked her to tell her 

about her future plan. 

3. Adhira : I have already made up my mind to pursue law. 

Yazhini  : Is there any specific reason? (TB) 

Ans: 

Adhira told Yazhini that she had already made up her mind to pursue law. Yazhini asked her if there was any specific 

reason. 

4. Adhira : Yes. I would like to start my own law firm and defend the  innocent. 

Yazhini : Do you know it calls for a lot of tolerance and hard work? (TB) 

Ans: 

Adhira replied positively and said that she would like to start her own law firm and defend the innocent. Yazhini asked 

her if she knew it called for a lot of tolerance and hard work. 

5. Adhira : Yes I know that it is not going to be easy but I like challenge. 

Yazhini : Go a head! Study well! You will succeed. 

Adhira  : Thank you so much.  (TB) 
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Ans: 

Adhira accepted and added that she knew that it was not going to be easy but she liked challenges. Yazhini cheered 

her up to go ahead and to study well and wished that she would succeed. Adhira thanked her. 

6. Prabhu   : What are you doing here, Kiran? I haven’t seen you for a few months. 

Kiran  : I have just come back from my native town Virudhunagar.    (TB) 

Ans: 

Prabhu asked Kiran what he was doing there and added that he hadn’t seen him for a few months. Kiran replied that 

he had just come back from his native town Virudhunagar. 

7. Prabhu   : Did you enjoy your vacation? 

Kiran  : Yes. I love the place. It is clean and busy town.      (TB) 

Ans: 

Prabhu asked Kiran whether he had enjoyed his vacation. Kiran agreed and replied that he loved the place and it was 

a clean and busy town. 

8. Prabhu  : Where did you go and what did you see? 

Kiran  : I went to Courtallam falls in Tenkaski.       (TB) 

Ans: 

Prabhu asked Kiran where he had gone and what he had seen. Kiran answered  that he had gone to courtallam falls in 

Tenkasi. 

9. Prabhu : Share some pictures of your trip. 

Kiran : Sure. See you later.  (TB) 

Ans: 

Prabhu asked Kiran to share some pictures of his trip. Kiran promised and departed. 

10. Taj  : Where are you going now? 

Harsha  : I am going to the library. Do you like to come with me? (TB) 

Ans: 

Taj asked Harsha where he was going then. Harsha replied that he/she was going to the library and asked him if he/she 

liked to come with him/her. 

11. The stranger said to the boy, “Where do you live?” (TB) 

Ans:  The stranger asked the boy where he lived. 

(TB: Unit - 3) (Pg.no: 77 - 80) 

Active Voice: (nra;tpid) When a verb form shows that the subject is doing something to the object.

Ex.Jebin writes a letter. 

Passive Voice:(nrag;ghl;L tpid)When a verb form shows that something has been done to the object. 

       Ex. A letter is written by Jebin. 

Rules of conversion from Active to Passive Voice: 

• Identify the subject, the verb and the object. (S+V+O) (Kjypy; subject,verb&objectI fz;Lgpbf;fTk;)

• Change the object into subject. (gpwF object I subject Mf khw;wTk; )

• Put  the suitable helping verb or auxiliary verb.(mjd; gpwF rhpahdJid tpidr;nrhy;iy ,lTk;)
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• Change the verb into past participle(V3) of the verb.(tpidr;nrhy;iy nrag;ghl;L tpidr;nrhy;yhf

khw;wTk; )

• Add the preposition” by”.(after the main verb ‘by’ Nrh;)

• Change the subject into object.( subject I object Mf khw;wTk;)

  Subject        Verb      Object 

Tense / Verb form Active Voice Passive Voice 

Present simple V1(s,es,ies) am / is / are +v3 

Present continuous am / is / are +v1+ing am / is / are +being+v3 

Present perfect have/has+ v3 have/has+ been +v3 

Past simple V2 was / were +v3 

Past continuous was / were +v1+ing was / were +being+v3 

Past perfect had +v3 had been kept 

Future simple shall / will+v1 shall / will+be+v3 

Future perfect shall/ will +have +v3 shall/ will +have +been+v3 

Modal verb may/can+v1 may/can+ be+v3 

Changes of Pronouns: (Subject)  Object: 

Rule 1 

Present Indefinite 

TenseSubject+am/is/are+V3+by/Preposition+Obj

ect 

For example, 

Active Passive 

I sip tea. Tea is sipped by me. 

I help the poor. The poor are helped by me. 

He helps me. I am helped by him. 

Rule 2

Present Continuous Tense 

Subject+am/is/are+being+V3+by+Object 

For examples, 

Active Passive 

I am eating a 

mango. 

A mango is being eaten 

by me. 

Active Passive 

I by me 

We by us 

You by you 

He by him 

She by her 

It by it 

They by them 

Active Passive 

me I 

us We 

you You 

him He 

her She 

it It 

them They 

Jebin 

Active Subject 

writes 

Active verb 

a letter 

Active object 

Passive Subject 

          A letter 

Passive verb 

is written 

Passive object 

by Jebin 
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He is singing a song. A song is being sung by 

him. 

He is teaching me. I am being taught by him. 

He is abusing them. They are being abused by 

him. 

Rule 3 

Rule 3 Present Perfect Tense 

Subject+has/have+been+V3+by+Object 

For example, 

Active Passive 

He has done this work. This work has been 

done by him. 

She has helped them. They have been helped 

by her. 

Rule 4

Past Indefinite Tense 

Subject+was/were+V3+Object 

For example, 

Active Passive 

He wrote an essay. An essay was written 

by him. 

He wrote several 

novels.   

Several novels were 

written by him. 

Rule 5 

Past Continuous Tense 

Subject+was/were+being+V3+by+Object 

For example, 

Active Passive 

He was writing an 

application     

An application was 

being written by him. 

They were singing 

folksongs. 

Folk songs were being 

sung by them. 

Rule 6

Past Perfect Tense 

Subject+had been+V3+by+Object 

For example, 

Active Passive 

I had purchased a 

scooter.  

A scooter had been 

purchased by me. 

They had invited me. I had been invited by 

them. 

Rule 7 

Future Indefinite Tense 

Subject+shall/will+be+V3+by+Object 

For example, 

Active Passive 

I shall help Ravi.  Ravi will be helped by 

me. 

He will feed me. I shall be fed by him. 

Rule 8 

Future Perfect Tense 

Subject+shall/will+have een+V3+by+Object 

For example, 

Active Passive 

He can teach you. You can be taught (by 

him) 

She may win the 

match. 

The match may be won 

(by her). 

He could fry fish. Fish could be fried (by 

him). 

I must help her. She must be helped (by 

me) 

I should please her. She should be pleased (by 

me). 

I shall have helped 

him. 

He will have been helped 

by me. 

He will have taught 

me. 

I shall have been taught 

by him. 

Rule 9

Verb ‘to have’ 

Subject+has/have/had+to be+V3+by+Object 

For example, 
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Active Passive 

You have to teach him. He has to be taught by 

you. 

He has to feed the 

beggars. 

The beggars have to be 

fed by him. 

She had to help me. I had to be helped by 

her. 

Rule 10

Sentences having may/can/could/should/must/ 

Subject+may/can/could+be+V3+by+Objectetc+

Verb 

Active Passive 

I shall help Ravi.  Ravi will be helped by me. 

He will feed me. I shall be fed by him. 

Statement(Assertive) Sentence

Examples : He/ closes/ the gate . (AV) 

He is a subject ,closesis a verb 

the gateis an object (S+V+O) 

Step 1 : The gate (write object first) 

Step 2 : The gate is(use the opt helping verb) 

Step 3 : The gate is closed(Change V1 into V3) 

Step 4 : The gate is closedby (add conjunction’by’) 

Step 5 : The gate is closedbyhim.(write subject &if 

subject is in noun form then change it into 

 object pronoun) 

Step 6 :  If other words come, write as it is at the end of 

a sentence 

Ans:The gate is closed by him.(PV)  (O+V+S) 

1. She watches a movie. (AV)

A movie is watched by her.(PV)

2. They are playing Cricket.(AV)

Cricket is being played by them.(PV)

3. I have not eaten fruits.(AV)

Fruits have not been eaten by me.(PV)

4. We sang songs.(AV)

Songs were sung by us.(PV)

5. You were not drawing a picture.(AV)

A picture was not being drawn by you.(PV)

Imperative Sentence 

Rule: Let+object+be+V3(PP) 

Do /Don’t – You are advised to/ You are advised not to 

Please – You are requested to 

Ans: Let your hands  be washed. 

Ans: You are advised todo exercises regularly. 

Ans: You are requested to close the door. 

Examples: 

1. Help me.(AV)

Let me be helped.(PV)

2. Open the door.(AV)

Let the door be opened.(PV)

3. Please show me your tickets.(AV)

You are requested to show me your tickets.

4. Do your homework regularly.(AV)

You are advised to do your homework

regularly.(PV)

5. Don’t waste your time.(AV)

You are advised not to waste your time.(PV)

Interrogative Sentence 

1. Does she sell fruits? – Are fruits sold by her?

2. Do you know Prabhu? – Is Prabhu known by you?

3. Is he driving the car? – Is the car being driven by

him?

Question:Wash your hands 

Step 1: Let (put ‘let’ first) 

Step 2: Let your hands (write the object) 

Step 3: Let your hands  be (add ‘be’) 

Step 4: Let your hands bewashed.(put V3) 

Question:Do exercises regularly. 

Step 1: You are advised to (put ‘You are advised to’ 

first) (don’t - You are advised not to’) 

Step 2: You are advised todo exercises 

regularly.(remaining words as it is used) 

Question:Please close the door. 

Step 1: Delete please (put ‘You are requested to’ first) 

Step 2: You are requested to 

Step 3: You are requested toclose the door. (remaining 

words as it is used) 
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4. Who wrote this poem? – By whom was this poem

written?

5. Why did you break the box? – Why was the box

broken by you?

6. Is he driving the car? – Is the car being driven by

him?

7. Have you enjoyed the film? – Has the film enjoyed

by you?

8. Did you wash your clothes? – Were your clothes

washed by you?

9. Who did this? – By whom was this done?

10. Why does he send this poem? – Why is this poem

sent by him?

BOOK BACK 

B) Change the voice of the following senetences:

1. Mohammed follows the rules.

Ans : The rules are followed by Mohammed.

2. Mohan has completed the course.

Ans : The course has been completed by Mohan.

3. Magdalene is singing the prayer.

Ans : The prayer is being sung by Magdalene.

4. Who wrote this complaint?

Ans : By whom was this complaint written.

5. May god bless you with happiness ?

Ans : May you be blessed with happiness.

6. A house is being constructed by them.

Ans : They are constructing a house.

7. Let the door not be slammed.

Ans : Do not slam the door.

8. The team was trained by the coach.

Ans : The coach trained the team.

C) Make sentences using the passive forms of the

verbs:

1. Tagore / award / nobel prize.

Ans: Tagore was awarded nobel prize.

2. IIM Ahmadabad / established / 1961.

Ans: IIM Ahmadabad was established in 1961.

3. Chattisgarh / form / 2000

Ans: Chattisgarh was formed in 2000.

4. First passenger train / inaugurated / India / 1853.

Ans: First passenger train was inaugurated in India

in 1853. 

5. Indian Airlines / set up / 1953.

1. I saw him opening the box. (change the voice)

(SEP - 20)(MDL-23) 

Answer: He was seen opening the box by me 

2. The farmers usually harvest the mango fruits only in

the month of May. (Change the voice)

         (MAR - 20)(MDL-23) 

Answer:  The mango fruits are usually harvested 

only in the month of May by the 

farmers / The mango fruits are usually 

harvested by the farmers only in the 

month of May. 

3. Change the voice of the following sentence.

(JUN - 19) 

My friend was arrested by the police on a charge of 

theft.  He was released soon for lack of evidence. 

Answer: The police arrested my friend on a 

charge of theft. They released him soon 

for lack of evidence. 

4. Rewrite the following sentence in its passive form.

(MDL-23) 

Kaleel wrote a letter to the editor. 

Answer:  A letter to the editor was written by 

Kaleel. / A letter was written by Kaleel 

to the editor. 

5. Rewrite the sentence using passive voice

No one has opened that house for several years.

Answer : That house has been opened by

no one/none for several years.

1. One should respect one’s elders. (Change into

passive form)

Answer:  Elders should be respected.

2. I speak English everyday. (Change into passive

form)

Answer:  English is spoken by me everyday.

3. The cave paintings of Ajantha were made in the

Gupta period. (Change into passive form)

Answer: The Gupta’s made the garbage

containers on the streets. 

4. Waste is collected from the garbage containers on the

streets. (Change into active form)

Govt  Exam Questions 
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Answer: The sweeper collects wast from the 

garbage containers on the streets. 

5. Ground level ozone and fine particles are released in

the air. (Change into active form)

Answer: The air pollutants release ground level

ozone and fine particles in the air. 

6. Smog is formed purely by air pollution. (Change into

active form)

Answer:  Air pollution forms pure smog.

Change into other voice : (Text page - 78) 

1. The pilot flew the airplane to Bengaluru. (TB) 

The airplane was flown to Bengalaru by the pilot. 

2. The bananas were eaten by the monkey. (TB) 

The monkeys ate the bananas. 

3. Mohammed follows the rules. (TB) 

The rules are followed by Mohammed.

4. Magdalene is singing the prayer. (TB) 

The prayer is being sung by Magdalene.

5. May God bless you with happiness ! (TB) 

May you be blessed with happiness by God.

6. Let the door not be slammed. (TB) 

Do not slam the door.

7. Mohan has completed the course. (TB) 

The course has been completed by Mohan. 

8. Who wrote this complaint ? (TB) 

By whom was this complaint written ?

9. A house is being constructed by them. (TB) 

They are constructly a house.

10. The team was trusted by the coach. (TB) 

The coach trusted the team.

11. The Govt. awarded Tagore the Noble prize.  (TB)

The Nobel prize was awarded by the Govt. to Tagore

(or)  

Tagore was awarded the noble prize by the Govt. 

12. The Indian Government established IIM Ahemdabad

in 1961.      (TB)

IIM Ahemadabad was established in 1961 by the

Indian Government.

13. The Central Govt. formed chattisgarh in 2000. (TB)

Chattisgarh was formed in 2000 by the Central Govt.

14. Indian Railways inaugurated the first passenger train

in 1853.      (TB)

The first passenger train was inaugurated in India in

1853.

15. They set up Indian Airlines in 1953. (TB) 

The Indian Airlines  was set up in 1953.

Rewrite the sentences as instructed: 

1. If I had seen you before, I could have given it to you. (Begin with ‘Had’)

Ans :  Had I seen you before, I could have given it to you.

2. If I was ridiculously rich, I think I’d still work. (Begin with ‘Were’)

Ans :  Were I ridiculously rich, I think I’d still work.

3. If we had arrived sooner, We would not have missed the beginning. (Begin with ‘Had’)

Ans :  Had we arrived sooner, we would not have missed the beginning.

4. If the dirver were faster, we would have arrived ages ago. (Begin with ‘Were’)

Ans :  Were the driver faster, we would have arrived ages ago.

5. If we had got just one more signature, we would be on target now. (Begin with ‘Had’)

Ans :  Had we got just one more signature, we would be on target now.

6. If it had not rained yesterday, we would have finished painting the walls. (Begin with ‘Had’)

Ans : Had it not rained yesterday, we would have finished painting the walls.

7. If I were you, I’d tell her the truth (Begin with ‘Were’)

Ans :  Were I you, I’d tell her the truth.
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ANSWER ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN ABOUT 30 WORDS EACH 

➢ nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;s %d;W tpdhf;fspypUe;J VNjDk; ,uz;L tpdhf;fSf;F tpilaspf;fTk;

➢ ,it Prose gFjpapypUe;J tpdhf;fs; Nfl;fg;gLk;.

ANSWER ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN ABOUT 30 WORDS EACH 

Pie-chart, Tabular Column, Histogram 

1. Study the following line graph which gives the details about the yearly sales of a company  write three

sentences on your inference about the data. (SEP-20)(MDL-23) 

Answer: 

1. The company earned 4 crores in 2012.

2. It earned 8 crores in 2013.

3. It earned 6 crores in 2014.

SECTION II 

SECTION III 

tbtpy; jfty;fs; nfhLf;fg;gl;bUf;Fk; jfty;fis KOikahf Ghpe;J nghUj;jkhd I 

NjHe;njLj;Jf; $l;ly;> fopj;jy; kw;Wk; rjtPj fzf;Ffis mbg;gilahff; nfhz;L Nfs;tpfs; 

Nfl;fyhk;. 
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2. Study the following bar graph which gives the details of the Annual Income and Expenditure of three families

in Chennai. Write three sentences on your inference about the data       (MAR-20) (MDL-23)

Answer: 

1. The Sridharans’ income and expenditure are the same.

2. The Mehtas’ income is higher than their expenditure.

3. The Henry’s expenditure is higher than their income.

3. Study the pie-chart carefully and answer the questions that follow.    (MAR-19) 

Answer: 

a. What is the most sought after entertainment activity in

the apartment?

Mobile Phone.

b. Name the activity preferred by the least number of

people.

Reading

c. Which activity is chosen by half the number of people

who use mobile phones?

Outdoor games

Watching 
T.V 20%

Mobile 
phone 
30%Outdoor 

game 
15%

Reading 
10%

Internet 
25%

SALES
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Other Exercise: 

1. What is the maximum comment in the chart?

a. Very Satisfied b. Not satisfied

c. Neutral

2. How many people said that it is satisfied?

a. 24% b. 10% c. 5%

3. How many people said that it is neutral?

a. 10% b. 8% c. 5%

4. What is the minimum comment in the chart?

a. Very satisfied b. Not satisfied

c. Neurtral

5. How many people are extremely not satisfied?

a. 13% b. 10%    c. 8%

1. _______ is the highest means of transportation.

a. car b. Bicycle c. Bus

2. ________ is the least means of transportation.

a. car b. Bicycle c. Bus

3. The amount of transportation by bus is

_______.

a. 30% b. 15% c. 45%

4. Transportation through walking is greater

than______ but less than bus.

a. Bicycle    b. car c. None of the above

5. What is the _______% of minimum

transportation?

a. 10%  b. 45% c. 30%

1. Describe the process of ironing a shirt (MAY-22) 

➢ Wash your shirt, making sure any stains are removed as ironing could set them in further.

➢ Set up your ironing board.

➢ Turn your iron onto the correct setting.

➢ Start off with the collar.

➢ Move onto the sleeves.

0% 20% 40%

Neutral

Extremely Not

Satisfied

Satisfied

Not Satisfied

No Comments

Very Satisfied

Biscycle 
45%

Walking 
15%

Bus 30%

car 10%

Types of Transportation 
www.analyzemath. com
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➢ ron the back of your shirt.

➢ Flip the shirt over and work on the front.

2. Describe the process of making vegetable soup (SEP-20) (MDL-23) 

➢ Simmer all the vegetables in 4-6 cups of water.

➢ Heat the olive oil in a large pan.

➢ Add the minced garlic, carrots, potatoes, and celery.

➢ Add all other vegetables.

➢ Add the sliced tomatoes.

➢ Add 4-6 cups of vegetable stock.

➢ Cook the soup to cook for 25 to 30 minutes.

➢ Check that the potatoes and carrots are cooked.

➢ Add salt, pepper, and any other seasonings you desire.

➢ Serve and enjoy your delicious vegetable soup.

3. Describe the process of cleaning the tarnished brass items at home. (MAR-20) (MDL-23) 

➢ Mix 2/3 cup vinegar and 2/3 cup flour in a glass bowl.

➢ Add 1/2 cup salt and stir.

➢ Spread on tarnished metal. Wait 1 to 2 hours.

➢ Rinse, dry and polish with a soft cloth and a dab of olive oil.

4. Describe the process of cleaning an overhead water tank (JUN-19) 

➢ By scrubbing, you can remove the dirt, sediments, fungus and the stains.

➢ You must wear a mask while cleaning the tank.

➢ After the scrubbing, the floors and ceiling of the tank is washed using water and high pressure jet.

➢ You can soak the dirt and sediments using the vacuum cleaner.

5. Describe the process of opening a bank account (MAR-19) 

➢ Decide the Type of Bank Account you want to open.

➢ Approach any Bank of choice & meet its Bank Officer.

➢ Fill up Bank Account Opening Form - Proposal Form.

➢ Give References for Opening your Bank Account.

➢ Submit Bank Account Opening Form and Documents.

➢ Officer will verify your Bank Account Opening Form.

➢ Deposit initial amount in your newly opened Bank Account.

6. Describe the process of making lime juice. (MDL) 

➢ Roll the limes on the worktop or hard surface in a circular motion andso they are easy to get juice.

➢ You can also roll between your palms.

➢ Cut and squeeze the lemons.

➢ Add the freshly squeezed lime juice in a pitcher

➢ Add 2 liters of cold water and stir.
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What is a Notice ? 

A notice is a written or printed news announcement or information. A notice can be on the form of a formal 

announcement of public importance. It can be a warning in advance and may be used for giving information to a section 

of people or people at large. Notices are given generally in newspapers or magazines. Educational notices are displayed 

on notice boards in schools and colleges. A notic can also find a place in columns of a newspaper as an advertisement. 

Notices are effective means of communication in the modern age. They are the effective ways to teach a large number 

ofpersons in a short time. As such we must be clear and brief in writing notices. 

Points to Remember : 

1. Generally school notices are written on printed pads of the students council / institution / drama or cultural club etc.

2. Notices are written in a very formal and simple languages.

3. Notices for schools notice boards contain certain announcmenets or information to students.

4. They are brief and to the point, having no scope for irrelevant or superfulous material.

5. The signatures of the issuing authority, of the notice, for example, the principal / president of secretary of the students /

council / secretary of the drama and cultural club etc. are made at the bottom on the left side.

6. The date is given either at the top or at the bottom.

7. The students can choose any of the following ways of writing the date.

(i) 17 Jan 2023 (ii) 17 Jan, 2023

(iii) 17th Jan, 2023(iv) Jan 17, 2023.

Unless mentioned in the question, students should write the same date on which they are taking the examination.

8. It should be enclosed in a box.

Noticevd;gJ xU mwptpg;igNah my;yJ xU jftiyNah vOJtjhFk;. xU jftiy Fwpg;gpl;l

gphptpdUf;F Kd;$l;bNa njhptpg;gjd; Kf;fpa Nehf;fkhFk;. fy;tp njhlh;ghd mwptpg;Gfs; kw;Wk; nra;jpfs; 

gs;sp kw;Wk; fy;Y}hpfspy; cs;s jfty; gyifapy; vOjg;gLtjhFk;.Notice writingvd;gJ jw;fhyj;jpy; jftiy

tpiuthfj; njhptpf;f gad;gLk; xU El;gkhFk;. 

epidtpy; nfhs;s Ntz;bait :

1. nghJthf gs;sp jfty; gyiffspy; fy;tp epWtdk; / fy;tp FO / ,yf;fpa kd;wk; / tpisahl;L kd;wk;

Mfpa kd;wq;fspd; rhh;ghf mwptpf;fg;gLk;.

2. vspa kw;Wk; Kiw rhh;e;j nkhop eilapy; vOjg;gl Ntz;Lk;.

3. NoticeRUf;fkhfTk; mNj rkaj;jpy; $w Ntz;ba tp\aj;ij NehpilahfTk; $wg;gl Ntz;Lk;.

4. jfty; njhptpf;Fk; eghpd; ifnaOj;J gjtpAld; ,lg;gf;f Xuj;jpy; ,Uf;f ntz]Lk;.

5. Njjp NkNyNah (m) fPNoNah vOjg;glyhk;.

6. khzt khztpah; Njjpia fPo;fz;lthW Fwpg;gplyhk;.

(i) 17 Jan 2023 (ii) 17 Jan, 2023 (iii) 17thJan, 2023 (iv) Jan 17, 2023.

7.Nfs;tpapy; Njjp Fwpg;gplg;glhj tiuapy; khzt khzt khztpah;fs; Njh;T vOJk; Njjpiaj; jhd; Fwpg;gpl

Ntz;Lk;. mth;fshf fw;gidapy; VNj xU Njjpiaf; Fwpg;gplf; $lhJ. 

8. xU ngl;bf;Fs; tpil ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;.
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1. You are Raja / Rita, secretary of the English Literary Club. Your literary club is organizing  a

creative – writing workshop for the student’s of classes XI and XII. Draft a notice

encouraging the students to participate. Give suitable details and instructions.(SEP-20)

     (MDL-23) 

2. Prepare a notice announcing suspension of water supply in a residential apartment complex

on account of maintenance work. Give suitable details and instructions to the residents.

(MAR-20) (MDL-23) 

Govt  Exam Questions 

SMS Public School, Madurai. 

NOTICE 

1sh Dec 20xx. 
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP 

This is to inform all the students of class 11 and 12 that the school is hosting a workshop on creative 

writing on 7 December 20xx in the school Auditorium at 11:00 am. All students who are interested may give 

their name on or before 5 December 20xx. For further information contact the undersigned. 

Raja 

Secretary of English literature club 

Raja(signature) 

SANJEEVI GROUP HOUSING SOCIETY, SRIVILLIPUTTUR. 
NOTICE 

1 March 2023        SUSPENDED WATER SUPPLY 

On account of cleaning the water tank, the water supply in our socity will remain suspended for eight 
hours, 10 am to 6 pm on 6 March 2023. All the residents are requested to store water in advance to meet their 
daily needs. The inconvenience caused is deeply regretted. 

Subramanian 

Secretart 
Sanjeevi Group Housing Society 
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EXERCISES : 

1. You are Praveen / Praveena. As President of the Cultural Forum of your school,   you have organized an

interschool orchestra competition on the occasion of the Silver Jubliee Celebration of your school. Write a

notice  about this competitions.

2. You are President of the cultural society of your school. You are planning to organize or cultural programme.

3. You are Navi / Naveena, the cultural secretary of King’s Senior Secondary School, Valliyoor. Write a notice for

your school notice board giving the details for participation of students in a cultural programme to be organized

by your school.

Cultural Forum 

ABC Hr. Sec. School, Chochin. 

NOTICE 

Cultural Forum of our school is going to organize an Inter School Orchestra competition on the occasion 

of the Silver Jubliee celebration. The orchestra temas of 20 schools are participating in the competition. The 

program will commence at 9 a.m. on 2nd Feb in the school auditorium. Free entry, Entry passes can be obtained 

from the undersigned on or before 27th Jan, 2019. 

Praveen, 

Cultural Forum.              17 Jan, 20XX. 

Cultural Society 

ABC School, Trichy. 

NOTICE 

The cultural club of our school is organising a musical evening on the 5th of the next month. The 

programme will include light and classical music and dance. The minister of education has kindly consented to 

preside over the function. The students interested in participating in the cultural activities should give thir names 

to the undersigned later by 20th April. 

Raga, 

President.             5 April, 20XX. 

Cultural Society 

King’s Senior Secondary School, Valliyoor 

NOTICE 

The cultural club is going to organize cultural programme on 18th Aug 2019. The commissioner of 

police has kindly consented to preside over the function ad will gave away the prizes to the winners. Those who 

are interested can register with the undersigned on or before 10th Aug. 

Naveena, 

Secretary.              1 Aug, 20XX. 
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4. You are Abhishek / Aishwarya of Class XI. Being on Activity Co- ordinator. Draft a notice to all the other

activity council members to discuss and plan the activities for Christmas Day celebration.

5. You are Vikarm, School captain of Presentation Convent, Chennai. Write a notice informing the students of

Class XI about a guest lecture by Mr. Rao, environmentalist of the topic “Conservation of Water”. Write a

notice in not more than 50 words.

1. Build a dialogue of minimum 3 exchanges between a fruit vendor and a customer  (MAR-19)

Vendor : Welcome, Sir. What do you want? 

Customer         : I want apple. Give me one kilo. 

Vendor  : Ok. Take it. Please, give Rs.200/-. 

Customer : Take the money. Do you have banana? 

Vendor : Yes, Sir. How many do you want? 

Govt  Exam Questions 

XYZ Public School, Pune. 

NOTICE 

1 Dec 20XX. 

Activities for celebration of Christmas. All the activity council members are informed to attend a 

meeting tomorrow at 10.30 A.M. in the multimedia Hall. The meeting is called to discuss the activities for 

Christmas Day. You should come with your ideas and the estimated cost as well as the infrastructure required. 

Please contact the undersigned for further details.  

Class XI, 

Activity Co-ordinator. 

Presentation Convent, Chennai. 

NOTICE 

30th  Oct 20XX. 

Guest Lecture by Environmentalist. All the students of Class XI are hereby informed that there will be 

a guest lecture on “Conservation of Water” by renowned environmentalist Mr. Rao, on 5 th Nov 2020 on the 

auditorium from 11 to 12.30. Attendance of Class XI students is compulsory. For more information contact the 

undersigned. 

Vikram, 

(School Captain). 
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Customer : I need four. 

Vendor : Take these. Give me Rs.40/-. 

Customer : Here it is. 

2. Extend the conversation with three more exchanges: (MDL) 

Seema : Could I get something to eat immediately? 

Waiter : Yes Ma’am. We have hot idlies. 

Seema : Bring me 5 idlies. 

Waiter :Take them. Do you want any other? 

Seema : Bring me one special dosa. 

Waiter : Ok. Take it. Any other ……… 

Seema : A cup of tea. 

Waiter : Ok, Here it is. 

Build a conversation for the following situations with 

a minimum of  three exchanges: 

1. A passenger and a railway staff regarding the

cancellation of the reserved tickets.

Passenger : Good evening Sir. 

Railway staff : Good evening, What can I do for 

you? 

Passenger : Sir. I want to cancel my reservation. 

Could you do that Sir? 

Railway staff : Of course. Could you tell me your 

name, phone number and the date of 

journey. 

Passenger : I am Adhitya, mobile no: 

9852291405 and the trip is on 

     18th April 

Railway staff : One minute please. Your ticket has 

been cancelled. 

Passenger : Thank you, Sir. When will the 

amount be refunded, Sir? 

Railway staff : within 48 hours. 

Passenger : Thank you so much. 

Railway staff : Welcome Sir. 

2. Two friends about the NSS Camp which they are

going to attend.

Mithran : Hi! Akash; You look so happy. 

What else there? 

Akash : Oh! Nothing Mithran, Don’t you 

know we are going to attend the 

 NSS camp? 

Mithran :  Yea, I forgot it. How long will it 

take, Akash? 

Akash :  I think it will last for 7 days. 

Mithran :   May I know them, Akash? 

Akash :  Of course. First thing we have to do 

Enrollment drive and orientation 

programme, on the first day. The 

second day we have stem cell Donor 

Registration Camp. Then Blood 

DonationCamp, Malaria and  

Dengue awareness programme, 

Road Saftey Programme, Voting 

awareness programme and finally 

AIDSawareness programme. 

Mithran : I think all will teach us to mingle 

with the society. 

3. A salesman and a customer at an electric shop

Customer : Good morning, Sir. 

Salesman : Good morning, how can I help you? 

Customer : Sir, I would like to buy a PC. 

Salesman : We have Lenova, Sony, HCL etc. 

Customer : Could you tell me the prices? 

Salesman : Lenova costs Rs.15,000, Sony  

Rs.14,000 and HCL Rs.12,000. 

Which one do you prefer? 

Customer : What is the guarantee period? 

Salesman : Each two years. 

Customer : OK. I prefer Sony. Is there any 

discount? 

Salesman : No Sir. 

Customer : Here is the money. Please pack it. 
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✓ ,g;gFjpapy; fbjj;jpd; Kf;fpag; gFjpia kl;Lk; tpilahf vOj Ntz;Lk;. vOJgth;> ngWeh;fspd;cwT 

Kiwfis fUj;jpy; nfhz;L thh;j;ijfis ifahs Ntz;Lk;. 

✓ fbjk; vOJjy;> tpdhtpy; xU #oy;nfhLf;fg;gl;bUf;Fk;. xUth; ahUf;F> vjw;fhff; fbjk; vOJfpwhh; 

vd;w Fwpg;Gfs; ,Uf;Fk;. mjidg; gbj;J nfhLf;fg;gl;l Fwpg;GfSf;F jFe;jhw; Nghy fbjj;jpd; 

cs;slf;fj;ij fw;gid nra;J nrhe;j eilapy; vOj Ntz;Lk;.

 , 

Letters C text 

 

 

  Formal or Official Letters       Informal or personal letter 

 

Letters Govt and other public bodies                Letter to relatives and friends 

 

 

Business      Job Application        Orderiry      Letters of Complaint     Inviting      congratulating       thanking 

 

Format of Business / Official / formal Letter. 

From                                                                                                                                          Place 

_________                                                                                                                                 date 

_________ 

_________  

To 

_________  

_________ 

_________ 

 

Sub : _________ 

Respected Sir / Madam, 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

                                                                                        Thank You, 

Yours faithfully / Sincerely, 

S/d 

(Name in Capital Letter with Designation) 

 

 

 

 1 Mark 

1/2 Mark 

2 Mark 

    1/2 Mark 

    1/2 Mark 
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Address on the envelope : 

To 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

Personal or informal Letters 

,it ez;gh;fs;> cwtpdh;fs; kw;Wk; ngw;Nwhh;fSf;F vOJk; fbjq;fs;. 

Place 

Date 

Dear Friend / Mom / Dad etc 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

with love / yours lovingly 

Address on the envelope : 

To 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

1. Write a letter to the Commissioner of

Corporation complaining about the

sanitary conditions or the street in your

locality    (MAY-22)

18.03.2023

Madurai

From 

K. Lavanya

MIG 14, Anna St,

Amma Colony,

Shanthi nagar

Madurai

To 

The Commissioner  

Corporation of Madurai 

Madurai -2  

Sir, 

Sub: Deteriorating sanitary conditions – 

complaint I wish to submit the following painful 

facts for your consideration and immediate action. 

There are four big garbage bins kept in my street. For 

the past three weeks, your corporation vehicles have 

not come to clear the garbage. Now dust bins are 

overflowing. People are throwing garbage around 

the garbage bins. But the stench arising out of the 

accumulated garbage is nauseating. I’m really 

worried that some serious diseases may break out. 

Dengue is still causing anxiety among the residents 

1/2 Mark 

    1/2 Mark 

1/2 Mark 

3 Mark 

    1/2 Mark 

1/2 Mark 

Govt  Exam Questions 
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of Madurai as it has already taken a toll of seven 

babies, two young boys and three old men. Please 

instruct your officers to send vehicles immediately 

to collect the garbage and send your sanitary 

inspectors to sprinkle/spray disinfectants to ensure 

the prevention of infectious diseases like cholera too. 

Thanking you in anticipation 

Yours truly, 

K. Lavanya

To  

The Commissioner ,  

Corporation of Madurai 

Madurai - 2 

2. Write a letter to your friend informing

him/her that you would visit her the

following week and celebrate your birthday

there    (MAY-22)

From 
Sanjeevi, 
Mayandi patti street, 

Srivilliputtur 
26 May 2023 

To 
Ram, 
Mariamman Kovil Street, 

Rajapalayam 

My dear friend, 

 Hye! How are you?hope your doing great,I 

am also fine here.How is your study going? 

I have written this letter for a special purpose i want to 

let you know that i am coming to your place this 

following week.I have planned my birthday celebration 

with you there. 

I am very excited to meet you and i know you are feeling 

the same.We will go to a  big restaurant for the 

celebration.I will also invite our other childhood freinds. 

I already know that this birthday is going to be best 

birthday of my life.We all will have soo much fun.After 

many years we all will stay together at one place.i am just 

waiting for the day,hope it will come soon. 

Thankyou 

Your loving 

Sanjeevi 

3. Write a letter to your cousin describing

you school field trip (SEP-20) (MDL-2023)

To 

Rajesh, 

North Car Street, 

Madurai - 1 

Dear Rajesh, 

How are you? I am fine, hope you are doing 

well. I am writing this letter to share my recent 

experience with my school education trip to Chennai, 

which we visited on 10th May 2023. 

I have enjoyed the tour a lot and at the same time, it is 

knowledgeable. 

The tour was initiated by our principal sir, and an amount 

of 1000 Rs was collected from each student.  We started 

on 9th May 2023 on our school bus and visited so many 

beautiful places during the journey. 

We reached the actual location by afternoon, and we 

went to a nearby restaurant to have lunch, the food is 

good. After finishing lunch we had so much fun, we 

played different games and sang songs. 

In the evening we went sightseeing, the place is so 

beautiful with trees, hills, and waterfalls. The tour is 

memorable, and it will be much better if you are with us. 

Give my regards to your parents, I will meet you soon. 

Your friend, 
Muthu. 

4. You are Nirav/ Neena Write a letter of

complaint to the inspector of your locality

about the theft of your new mobile phone

from your street.  (SEP-20) (MDL-23)

Hints :  - mobile got robbed, ‘Samsung

ultra’ model

- dark street, no street lights.

- Police patrolling required.

YYYY 

ZZZZ 

20th April 2023, 

The Inspector, 
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North Police Station, 

Rajapalayam. 

Sir, 

Sub : Complaining about the theft of my mobile 

phone-  Reg. 

I went to a hotel for my dinner yesterday at 8pm. I had 

idlies and dosa. When I walked along our street, I found 

my new mobile phone missing. I asked the people there 

about it. It was in rain. It was ‘Samsung Ultra’ I bought 

it recently. Our street is T.P.T.R. Road. It has no street 

light. So, it is dark at night. It needs police patrolling at 

night. So, I request you to take steps to recover my 

mobile phone early. 

Thanking you 

Yours faithfully 

Nirav/ Naveena 

Address on the envelope: 

To : 

The Inspector, 

North Police Stration, 

Rajapalayam. 

5. Write a letter to your cousin describing a

music concert you had attended recently.

(MAR-20) (MDL-2023) 

Mani, 

West Car Street, 

Madurai - 1 
21st May 2023 

Dear Ramu, 

I hope that you have done well in your exam. Don’t you 

have any vacation plans? 

Last Sunday, I went to attend a musical concert by the 

renowned singer K S Chithra at ABC auditorium in 

Kochi. The concert started in the evening around 7pm. 

The concert was organized on account of world music 

day. I went with my singer friend to the concert. Ms 

Chithra sang Carnatic as well as film songs in the concert. 

Though I am not a fan of Carnatic music, the film songs 

she sang are my all-time favourite. All the seats were 

filled but there was no crowd and for that reason the 

audience enjoyed the concert calmly. I loved the concert. 

It was a relief from the work life. I will be eagerly waiting 

for your letter. 

Your friend, 

Mani. 

6. Write a letter to an eminent writer him to

be a Chief Guest for the inauguration of your 

school Literary Association (MAR-20) 

(MDL-2023) 

The letter is as follows: 

St. Marry’s Hr sec school, 

Trichy 

30th December, 2020 

Subject: Request to be the Chief Guest. 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

We are very pleased to inform you that the 

inauguration ceremony of our school's Literary 

Association is being held on 18th January, 2023. We 

request you to be a part of the ceremony as the Chief 

Guest. The program would start at around 5:00 pm. 

It would be an honor if you would attend the 

inauguration ceremony. We all will be waiting for your 

presence. 

Thanking You 

      Yours Sincerely 

Sundar 

(Principal) 

7. Write letter to the Inspector of Police

reporting a theft in your house. (JUN-19)

From 

M.Vasanthi,
5, Jinnah Street,
Melapalayam - 627005.

To 
The Inspector of Police, 
Police Station, 

Melapalayam - 627005. 

Sir, 
Sub: Complaint of burglary (theft / robbery) - Request 
for investigation 

I wish to file a complaint of burglary in my house. My 
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family was out of station for 3 days ( 2nd April 2023 To 
4th April 2023 ) . When we returned home this morning, 
we noticed a burglary. A thief has broken a window and 

entered the house. He has stolen the following things: 
1. A TV set (Sony) No.82345

2. Four silver timbers (with initials VVR)
3. Six silk sarees (with initials HR)
4. Jewels (24 grams Chains)

5. A video camera (Brand National, with initials PR)

I request you, sir, to take necessary steps to find out the 

thief and recover the stolen things. 

Yours faithfully, 
M.Vasanthi.
[Signature]

Date: 21st April 2023 
Place: Melapalayam 

8.Write a letter to the Chief Reservation

Supervisor of Railways requesting him to 

grant concession for you educational tour. 

(MAR-23) 

27.06.2023 

Nanguneri 

From: 

M.Prabu,

SPL.GHSS. 

Nanguneri. 

To: 

The Chief Reservation Supervisor, 

Southern Railways 

Thirunelveli, 

Sir, 

Sub:GHSS Educational tour to Bangolre 

requesting to grant concession – Reg. 

I am M.Prabu studing in the XI-D section. I am the 

school pupil leader. I’ve been asked by my school 

Headmaster to work out the cost for our educational 

tour to Bangolore. A team of eighty students intends 

to go the Bangalore in the month of November. Could 

I request you to consider extending us a concession? 

Please let us know either through a reply letter or by 

mail what would be the cost of all 80 tickets (to and 

fro) and the dates ideal for us to travel. We intend to 

stay in Bangalore for two days. Kindly check the 

availability in the 3rd week. If possible could you 

please request authorities to allot two bogies for us 

exclusively both ways? I have enclosed the name list 

of the students for your kind consideration. My e-mail 

id is  splngi@gmail.com. An early reply will help me 

collect the money and meet you to book our onward 

and return journey. 

Thank you 

Your sincerely, 

M.Prabu 

To: 

The Chief Reservation Supervisor, 

Southern Railways,  

Thirunelveli.

Some common errors are given below in the sentences 

that follow: 

1. He is an University Professor.

The error, here, is ‘an’, ‘a’ should be used

before University, Universal, Useful, Unique,

European and  one.

Ans : He is a University Professor. 

2. He is a M.A. graduate.

Here an should be used before M.A. M.Sc,

M.L.A., M.P., etc.

Ans : He is ‘an’ M.A. graduate. 
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3. Ramesh is inferior than Raghu.

Here ‘than’ is the error. The words inferior,

superior, junior, senior, prefer, prior and elder

are followed by  ‘to’ not ‘than’

Ans : Ramesh is inferior to Raghu.

4. He is one of the tallest boy in the class.

Here ‘boy’ is wrong. ‘one of the’ should be

followed by a plural noun.

Ans : He is one of the tallest boys in the class

5. The price of fruits are high.

Here the actual subject is the price but not

fruits. So the erb should be ‘is’

Ans : The price of fruits is high.

6. Physics are my favourite subject.

Here ‘are’ is an error. Physics is singular.

Hence ‘is’ should be used.

Mathematics, Economics, Physics, Billiards etc

are followed by singular  verb.

Ans : Physics is my favorite subject.

7. Each one of the girls are responsible.

Here the error is ‘are’ Each Either, Every,

Neither, should be followed by a singular verb.

Ans : Each one of the girls is responsible.

8. Many a boys have done so.

Many a should be followed by a singular noun

and singular verb.

Ans : Many a boy has done so.

9. The Minister with his secretaries have come.

Here, the Minister is the actual subject. Any

singular subject joined to a plural word by

‘with’ will take asingular verb. Here ‘has’

should be used as the subject in III person

singular.

Ans : The Minister with his secretaries has

come.

10. Five hundred rupees are a big sum.

The amount is always singular

Ans : Five hundred rupees is a big sum.

11. He gave me a ten rupees note.

Rupees should not come.

Ans : He gave me a ten rupee note.

12. Cauvery is a holy river.

Name of famous places such as rivers

mountains and buildings, are preceded by ‘the’

Ans : The Cauvery is a holy river.

13. If you had come to me, I would help you :

The if clause has the past perfect tense. So the

main clause should have would + have + pp

Ans : If you had come to me, I would have

helped you.

14. Though he came late but he was allowed.

In complex sentences the co-ordinating

conjunctions cannot be used.

Ans : Though he came late, he was allowed.

In compound sentences the sub-ordinating

conjunctions cannot be used.

Ans : He came late but he was allowed.

15. He, I and you are going to the market.

The order of pronouns, is wrong. At first

second person (You) should come, then third

person (He, She, It)should come and finally

first person (I, We) should come.

Ans : You, he and I are going to the market.

16. I want to know why did you come late.

The sentence is assertive. (indirect speech)

Ans : I want to know why you came late.

17. He bought some stationeries.

Some words are collective noun and there is no

plural for them.

Ex : Cattle, furniture, stationery, information,

sheep, aircraft.

Ans : He bought some stationery.

18. He asked me why I am crying.

Tense form should be the same.

Ans : He asked me why I was crying.

19. He asked me that when I returned home.

It is the interrogative form of indirect speech.

‘that’ should be removed.

Ans : He asked me when I returned home.

20. Ram is taller than many other boy in the

class.

Many other should be followed by plural.

Ans : Ram is taller than many other boys in the

class.

21. Ramu and Somu fought among themselves.

When two nouns are given, the preposition

‘between’ should be used. ‘among’ is used for

more than two nouns.
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Ans : Ramu and Somu fought between 

themselves. 

22. I have met him yesterday.

‘Yesterday’ denotes past tense. Present Perfect

Tense should not be used.

Ans : I met him yesterday.

23. I want your advise.

Advise is a verb. The noun form is advice

Ans : I want your advice.

24. Hema is taller than any other girls in the

class.

In the comparative degree, any other should be

followed by singular noun.

Ans : Hema is taller than any other girl in the

class.

25. That man is sleeping below the tree.

The preposition ‘under’ must be used, not

below.

Ans : That man is sleeping under the tree.

26. If you run fast, you would catch the bus.

According to probable condition. If clause must 

have present simple and  Main clause must 

have simplefuture tense. 

Ans : If you run fast, you will catch the bus. 

27. He has a liking of story books.

‘liking’ should be followed by ‘for’ not ‘of’

Ans : He has liking for story books.

28. He referred the dictionary.

The word ‘refer’ should be followed by ‘to’

Ans : He referred to the dictionary.

29. Preposition ‘between’ should be used for

only two people/thing. ‘among’ should be

used/three thing and more than that.

Ex : The sweets are distributed among the five

children.

Ans : There is a quarrel between brother and

sister.

30.Beside – by the side of / Besides – in additionto 

Ex : I am sitting beside my friend. 

Ans : Besides a scooter, Nimmy has a car. 

1.Spot the errors and rewrite the sentences correctly (MAY-22) 

Question : 

a) I saw many gooses in the park

b) Ramu is one of the tallest boy.

c) He is my cousin brother.

d) They discussed about the matter.

e) Either of these are right.

Answer : 

a) I saw many geese in the park.

b) Ramu is one of the tallest boys.

c) He is my cousin.

d) They discussed – the matter.

e) Either of these is right

2.Spot the errors and rewrite the sentences correctly      (SEP-20) (MDL-23) 

Question : 

a) If she had known of your arrival, she would come to

receive you.

b) Neither siya nor Seema are present today.

c) Despite being old yet he is active.

d) I cannot cope up with pressure.

e) She met the concerned officer.

Answer : 

a) If she known of your arrival, she would have come to

receive you.

b) Neither siya nor Seema is present today.

c) Despite being old _ he is active.

d) I cannot cope _ with pressure.

e) She met the officer concerned.

Govt  Exam Questions 
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PRACTICE BOOK 
Q. No. Part-I (1 Mark Questions :20 Marks) MARKS PAGE NO. 

1-3 Synonyms 3 1 

4-6 Antonyms 3 2 

7-20 

Compound Words 1 4 

Prefix and Suffix 1 5 

Clipped Words 1 7 

Blended Words 1 7 

Syllabifications 1 8 

Expansion (or) Abbreviations & Acronyms 1 8 

Phrasal Verb 1 11 

Foreign words 1 12 

Idioms 1 14 

Prepositions 1 15 

Singular and Plural 1 16 

American English and British English 1 17 

Question Tag 1 17 

Sentence Pattern 1 19 

Relative Pronoun 1 20 

Definition of a Terms 1 20 

Q. No. Part-II (2 Mark Questions : 14 Marks) MARKS PAGE NO. 
21-26 Appreciation Questions 8 23 

27-30 

Report the Dialogue 2 29 

Voice 2 30 

Conditional Clause 2 30 

Simple- Compound and Complex 2 31 

Begin with starters/ Inversion Model 2 32 

Q.No Part -III (3 Mark Questions : 21 Marks) MARKS 
31-33 ERC 6 32 

34-36 Prose short Answers 6 33 

37-40 

Studying Non-verbal Presentations 3 35 

Dialogue Writing 3 38 

Describing a Process 3 39 

Notice 3 39 

Rearrange the following Jumbled proverbs 

correctly 

3 40 

Completion of the Proverbs 3 41 

Q.No Part – IV (5 Mark Questions : 35 Marks) MARKS PAGE NO. 
41 Prose Paragraph 5 42 

42 Poem Paragraph 5 43 

43 Supplementary Paragraph 5 44 
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44(a) Summary Writing  (or) Note Making 5 46 

44(b) General Paragraph 5 48 

45(a) Response to News Paper Advertisement 5 48 

45(b) Letter Writing 5 49 

46(a) Spot the Error 5 50 

46(b) 

Tenses 1 51 

Homophones 1 52 

Linkers 1 53 

Modal Auxillaries 1 54 

Semi/Quasi/Marginal Modals 1 54 

Articles 1 55 

47 

Hints Development 5 55 

Field Words 5 56 

Unseen Comprehension 5 57 

Poem Comprehesion 5 62 

QUESTION BANK 
S. No. TOPIC PAGE NO. 

1. Govt Public Question March -2019 65 

2. Govt Public Question March -2020, 

Govt.Model Question March -2023 

68 

3. Govt Public Question September-2020, 

Govt.Model Question March -2023 

71 

4. Govt Public Question August - 2022 75 

5. Govt Public Question March - 2022 78 

6. Govt Public Question March -2023 81 
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PENGUIN 1 XI - ENGLISH PRACTICE BOOK & QUESTION BANK 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

PRACTICE BOOK 

 

1. We treated it like the fables of the prophets she

used to tell us. (MAY - 22, MAR - 20) (MDL-23)

a) hymns b) songs

c) storeys d) stories / tales

2. The coaches lauded me.  (MAY - 22) 

a) appreciated b) gifted

c) garlanded d) rebuked

3. The toilers did not enjoy this privilege.

a) kings b) bosses (MAY - 22) 

c) leaders d) workers

4. ______ not anger or exasperation , but just simple

wonder.        (SEP - 20) (MDL-23)

a) amusement b) nervousness

c) irritation d) surprise

5. So common is it that I am always reluctant to trust

a departing visitor. (SEP - 20, JUN -19) (MDL-23)

a) uninterested b) unwilling

c) forced d) persuaded

6. A peaceful pallor spread on her face.

(SEP - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) devotion b) apprearance

c) results d) stress

7. ______ either he has a memory like a sieve or is an

audacious perverter of the truth. (MAR - 20) 

a) great b) bold (MDL-23) 

c) strong d) perfect

8. I shall ______ only reiterate some of the cardinal

principles.          (MAR - 20) (MDL-23)

a) accept b) express

c) repeat d) adopt

9. The role of the University today is not cloistered...

a) flexible b) restricted  (JUN - 19) 

c) determined d) challenging

10. She thumped the sagging skins of the dilapidated

drum.               (MAR - 19)

a) preserved b) repaired

c) damaged d) costly

11. ______ and I do claim to represent him in all his

ruggedness.   (MAR - 19) 

a) toughness b) weakness

c) brightness d) seriousness

12. The greatest disadvantage for me was my loss of

appetite.         (MAR – 19, 2023)

a) hope b) memory

c) alertness d) hunger

13. ______ that we regard a man who does not possess

it as eccentric.       (MAR - 19)

a) modern b) weary

c) normal d) weird

14. Her silver locks were scattered untidily over her

pale, puckered face....  (MDL-23) 

a) graceful b) fresh

c) smoothed d) wrinkled

15. It is the efficiency rather than the inefficiency of

human memory that compels my wonder.

a) irritation b) inability (MDL-23) 

c) inferiority d) ability

16. ______ we have to re-call the struggles of the past

and realize the perils and possibilities...

a) safeties b) dangers (MDL-23) 

c) securities d) certainty

17. She said her morning prayer in a  monotonous sing

– song    (MAR-23) 

a) jarring b) boring

c) piercing d) depressing

18. What was her Vexation ……..     (MAR-23) 

a) annoyance b) discomfort

c) confusion d) lethargy

PROSE - 1 

THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY 

Wrinkled, hung, turban, revolting, absurd, 

undignified, fables, prophets, hobbled, spotless, 

untidy, puckered, serenity, monotonous, scriptures, 

courtyard, distressed, announced, seclusion, 

resignation, reciting, shooed, rebukes, sagging, 

shroud 

PART I 

Govt  Exam Questions 
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PENGUIN 2 XI - ENGLISH PRACTICE BOOK & QUESTION BANK 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

PROSE - 2 

THE QUEEN OF BOXING 

Excerpt, princely, relieved, confined, arena, 

enormously, weighing, opponent, vanished, 

competed, unbeatable, accustomed, consoled, 

disappointed, felicitation, adulation, etched, tend, 

retained, defeating, exceptionally, christened, hat-

trick 

PROSE - 3 

FORGETTING 

Astonished, vile, provincial, antipathy, devotee, 

pills, potions, reluctant, rely, oath, holding, 

embarrassing, unadventurous, compelled, 

delinquent, grim, destination, prosaic, magnificent, 

glorious, virtue, utopia, mediocre, fallible, sieve, 

audacious, indignant, relish, prosail, quivering 

PROSE - 4 

TIGHT CORNERS 

Wounded, tremendous, shepherdesses, rustle, 

auctioneer, dazed, rectified, speculating, rammed, 

rectitude, gent, husky, bid 

PROSE - 5 

CONVACATION ADDRESS 

Mobilized, toiling, embarks, cradled, nurtured, 

conferred, prosperous, reiterate, cardinal, 

enunciated, advice, annotations, regret, ruggedness, 

repositories, emissaries, eschewed, autocracy, 

monarchical, feudal, gilded, eminent, confronting, 

secluded, weave, fabric, dazzling, privileged, 

cloistered, trim, perseverance, inherent, perils, sole, 

indebted, tillers, toilers, replenish, toning, alleys, 

solace, dingy, afflicted, despondent, sermons, 

aristocracy, seek, wink, tyranny, robust, endowed, 

crusade, nectar, legacy, equipped 

PROSE - 6 

THE ACCIDENTIAL TOURIST 

Spilling, chaos, globetrotter, alley, lavatory, 

jammed, yanked, grunts, frowns, extravagantly, 

cascade, bounced, oblivious, concourse, lavish, 

gashed, hysterics, exasperation, recline, clawing, 

freed, perch, drenched, venerable, zillion 

 

1. Grandmother was always in spotless white.

a) pure b) pointless (MAY -22)

c) dirty d) creased

2. The staff looked so unsympathetic. (MAY -22)

a) credible b) genuine

c) dutiful d) sympathetic

3. It requires individual responsibility.  (MAY -22)

a) classical b) personal

c) collective d) modern

4. I retained the world title in the Third World

Women’s Boxing championship. (SEP  -22)

a) attained b) distribute (MDL-23)

c) ruined d) gave up

5. I pulled myself together sufficiently to hand my

card, nonchalantly to the clerk... (SEP  -22)

a) concerned b) surprised  (MAR-23)

c) motivated d) forced  (MDL-23) 

6. ____ people with robust optimism will be

discouraged and forced to take to the path of

ease.  (SEP  -22) 

a) rough b) soft  (MDL-23) 

c) weak d) thin.

7. The discrepancy about the crests put me on my

guard ..... (MAR -20) (MDL-23) 

a) originality b) similarity

c) functionality d) triviality

8. Such a cosy little room!   (MAR -20) (MDL-23)

a) uncomfortable b) inexpensive

c) filthy d) dingy

9. But how near the surface and ready .... is worldly 

guile! (MAR -20) (MDL-23) 

a) hardship b) peace

c) honesty d) pleasure

10.  He has a memory like a sieve or is an audacious

perverter of the truth.  (JUN -19)

a) clever b) timid

c) rigid d) strong

Govt  Exam Questions 
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PENGUIN 3 XI - ENGLISH PRACTICE BOOK & QUESTION BANK 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

11.  It is because of their antipathy to pills and

potions... (JUN -19) 

a) faith b) loyalty

c) interest d) liking

12.  The other teams....weight in, which is 

compulsory for all players.    (JUN -19, MDL) 

a) optional / voluntary  b) natural

c) critical d) occasional

13.  Her happiest moments were with her sparrows

whom she fed with frivolous rubukes.

a) serious b) harmless (MAR -19)

c) funny d) decent

14.  “Don’t look so doleful, girls.”         (MAR -19) 

a) peaceful b) joyful

c) doubtful d) powerful

15.  There are, it must be admitted, some matters..... 

a) replied b) denied     (MAR -19) 

c) argued d) accepted

16.  The staff looked so prosperous and

unsympathetic. (MDL-23) 

a) rich b) wealthy

c) poor d) luxurious

17.  It was at this point that my wife looked at me

with an expression of wonder - not anger or

exasperation.                            (MDL-23)

a) irritation b) calmness

c) vexation d) annoyance

18. I do claim to represent him in all his ruggedness.

a) loneliness b) eagerness (MAR-23)

c) weakness d) sadness

19. My particular specialty now is returning to hotel

desks two or three times a day (MAR-23)

a) peculiar b) exemplary

c) moderate d) general.

PROSE - 1 

THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY 

Wrinkled, revolting, absurd, undignified, fables, 

hobbled, untidily, puckered, serenity, contentment, 

monotonous, distressed, announced, seclusion, 

resignation, reciting, cherished, rebukes, crumbs, 

dilapidated 

PROSE - 2 

THE QUEEN OF BOXING 

Excerpt, princely, relieved, confined, weighing, 

opponent, vanished, competed, unbeatable, 

accustomed, consoled, disappointed, felicitation, 

etched, tend, retained, defeating, exceptionally, 

christened, amateur, compulsory, traditional, 

expensive, hopeful, accepted 

PROSE - 3 

FORGETTING 

Astonished, provincial, devotee, rely, embarrassing, 

unadventurous, grim, prosaic, glorious, mediocre, 

andacious, relish, utopia, vile, antipathy, reluctant, 

oath, compelled, delinquent, destination, 

magnificent, virtue, fallible, indignant, eccentric 

PROSE - 4 

TIGHT CORNERS 

Wounded, tremendous, rustle, auctioneer, dazed, 

rectified, speculating, rammed, rectitude, gent, 

husky, bid 

PROSE - 5 

CONVACATION ADDRESS 

Mobilized, embarks, prosperous, cardinal, advice, 

regret, autocracy, feudal, secluded, privileged, trim, 

inherent, sole, replenish, solace, depondent, seek, 

robust, toiling, hnurtured, reiterate, enunciated, 

annotations, escheived, monarchical, eminent, 

weave, cloistered, perseverance, perils, indebted, 

toning, dingy, aristocracy, tyranny 

PROSE - 6 

THE ACCIDENTIAL TOURIST 

Chaos, jammed, yanked, frowns, extravagantly, 

oblivious, venerable, lavish, exasperation, recline, 

drenched, uttered, dath, zillion, frustration 
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PENGUIN 4 XI - ENGLISH PRACTICE BOOK & QUESTION BANK 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com      www.penguinbooks.in 

1. Choose the suitable option to pair it with the word

‘mantel’ to form a compound word. (MAR-19)

a) cover b) cloth

c) picture d) piece

2. Choose the word from the options given to form a

compound word with “toll”.   (MDL-23)

a) plaza b) late

c) proof d) wheel

3. Choose the word from the options given below to

form a compound word with “bee”   (MAY - 22)

a) piece b) lash

c) gate d) hive

4. Choose the correct combination for the compound

word ‘over throw’   (SEP - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) Adjective + Verb b) Adverb + Noun

c) Adverb + Verb d) Adjective + Noun

5. Choose the word that can be added after ‘good’ to

form a compound word. (MAR - 20) (MDL-23)

a) sense b) time

c) form d) will

6. Choose the word that cannot be used after ‘ key’ to

form a compound word.  (JUN  - 19)

a) note b) lock

c) board d) hole

7. Choose the word that can be placed after he word

‘Court’ to form a compound word. (MAR-23)

a) yard b) file

c) gate d) bail

1. brother

a. hood b. people c. road d. way

2. sun

a. rise b. neat c. walk d. path

3. moon

a. star b. light c. top  d. sky

4. dust

a. music b. bin c. box d. cap

5. clear

a. centre b. paper c. cut d. walk

6. fare

a. wife b. well c. shop d. man

7. tongue

a. morning b. box c. twister d. come

8. silk

a. light b. pick c. bank d. worm

9. press

a. mark b. meet c. port d. car

10. historic

a. event b. camp c. space d. sight

11. over

a. go b. come c. box d. bank

12. speed

a. travel   b. thought c. post d. feast

13. cup

a. stick b. fly c. board d. call

14. water

a. bath b. control c. thirsty d. fall

15. out

a. dated b. media c. dog d.market

16. snow

a. phone b. clips c. sky d. white

17. sun

a. ride b. shine c. model  d.market

18. tube

a. light b. test c. length d. visit

19. ear

a. colour b. phone c. paint d. mark

20. safe

a. stay b. reach c. guard d. sky

21. magic

a. dog b. show c. walk   d. dream

22. brown

a. hair b. market c. dated d. free

23. heart

a. mild b. clips c. broken d. plan

24. super

a. light b. sun c. dream  d.market

25. note

a. book b. ware c. light     d. cream

26. match

a. up b. fox c. code d. box

Q.NO 7 - 20

Govt  Exam Questions 

OTHER EXERCISE 
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27. name

a. fast b. list c. jockey d. made

28. get

a. girl b. room c. up d. media

29. walking

a. tank b. writing c. book d. stick

30. hand

a. shot b. writing c. media d. ware

31. self

a. sick b. road c. employed d. arrest

32. night

a. bore b. sky c. hall d. study

33. horse

a. code b. leaves c. media d. ride

34. human

a. being b. phone c. star d. estate

35. office

a. sun b. staff c. box d. light

36. hand

a. doy b. being c. book d. board

37. hot

a. news b. stand c. pencil   d. station

38. child

a. boy b. bus c. hood d. night

39. noise

a. tank b. pollution c. ware    d. breath

40. semi

a. trip b. air c. hanger  d. finals

1. Form a new word by adding a suitable prefix to the

base word “tidy”   ( MAY -22)

a) ir b) in c) dis d) un

2. From a derivative for the underlined word.

Mom told me to arrange the table.  (MAY -22)

a) ful b) ment c) ity d) ness

3. Form a new word by adding a suitable prefix to the

underlined word.  (SEP - 20)(MDL-23)

Mistakes are an ‘essential’ part of education.

a) un b) ir c) in d) il

4. Form a new word by adding a suitable prefix to the

base-word “animate”.         (MAR - 20)(MDL-23)

a) de__ b) un__ c)in__ d) re__

5. Form a derivative by adding a suitable suffix to the

root word “peace”   (MAR-23)

a) – ly b) – able c) – ful d) – ment

1. 'childish'

The boy is behaving childish _______

a. en b. ly c. ful d. ty

2. 'free'

India got free _________ on August

15,1947

a. al b. ly c. dom d.age

3. 'act'

The man ________ acted well

a.en b. ex c. il c. re

4. 'comfort'

The room is not comfort  ______

a. able b. al c. er d. ed

5. 'kind'

Kind ______ is necessary for every  human

beings.

a. able b. ful c. less d. ness

6. 'strong'

Karthik is the strong _____ boy in  the class

a. er b. est c. able d. ness

7. 'change '

Is there any ______ change offer available. 

a. in b. un c. ex d. dis

8. 'possible'

Nothing is ______ possible

a. non b.pre c. non d. im

9. 'equal'

It is _______ equal in quantity

a. un b. ex c. re d. il

10. 'usual'

The______ usual things are  happening now.

a. de b. un c. re d. dis

11. 'honest'

He  is a ______ honest man.

a. al b. some c. er d. dis
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12. 'legal'

It is a _______ legal property.

a. in b. im c.il d. dis

13. 'stand'

Try to ______ stand what I am saying

a. under b. mis c. de d. re

14. 'happy'

He is  ______ happy.

a. non b. re c. un d. dis

15. 'virus'

_____ virus protects our computer.

a. pre b. post c. anti d. dis

16. 'biography'

He is writing his own ___ biography.

a. auto b. bio c. multi d.re

17. The ______ logy is the study of water

a. hyper b. hydro c. hypo d. auto

18. 'take'

Don't _____ take me?

a. dis b.re c. mis d, non

19. 'media'

The _____ media are becoming popular

nowadays.

a. multi b. non  c. dis d. de

20. 'technology'

The ______ technology is the study  of very

small objects.

a. Geo b. nano c. anti d. non

21. 'come'

The _____ come of this will lead to our success.

a. of b. bi c. dis d. out

22. 'orphan'

They adopted a child from Orphan  ________

a. age b.ly c. able d. ness

23. 'present'

The gift is worth present _________

a. ly b.ness c. able d. ed

24. 'refer'

Please mention the refer ________  pages.

a. ence b. ful c. est d. able

25. 'millionaire'

He is a ________ millionaire.

a. non b.multi c.dis d. re

26. 'adventure'

Travelling to a mountain is a adventure ___ one.

a. or b.ous c. er d. able

27. 'bio'

Bio _______ is the study of living things.

a. able b.ness c. logy d. less

28. 'draw'

I ______ draw money from the bank.

a. sub b. poly c. with  d. non

29. 'angle'

The ________ angle has three sides.

a. tri b. dis c. non d. re

30. 'circle'

Do________ circle has same radius  as that of

circle?

a. hemi b. semi c. tri d. bi

31. 'way'

_______ way is useful for avoiding  traffics

a. sub b. semi c. un d. dis

32. 'synthesis'

_________ synthesis is essential for   plants

a. re b. uni c. photo    d. pre

33. 'night'

Raghu reached home at _______ night.

a.en b. il c. mid d. re

34. 'regular'

The shape is _______ regular.

a. en b. im c. ir d. re

35. 'pure'

The water is ________ pure.

a. dis b. im c. in d. il

36. 'dermis'

The ______ dermis is the outermost layer.

a. dis b. with c. epi d. auto

37. 'operation'

Your ______ operation is very essential

a. non b. co c. en d. sub

38.’mate’ 

Naveen is my _______ mate. 

a. well b. good c. nice d. class

39.’ qualified’ 

You are  _________ qualified. 

a. dis b. in c. en d. re

40. ‘person’

Shyam is a courage ________ person

a. ful b. ness c. less d. ous
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1. Choose the clipped form of the word’dormitory’.

a) dormy b) dory          (MAR - 19) 

c) dorm d) dormit

2. Choose the clipped form of’Demonstration’.

a) Demon b) Monster (MDL-23) 

c)Demo d) Station

3. Choose the clipped form of ‘alchemist’.  (SEP - 20)

a) alchemy b) chemistry (MDL-23) 

c) chemist d) mist

4. Choose the unclipped form of the word ‘champ’.

 (MAR -20)(MDL-23) 

a) champion b) chamberlin

c) champagne d) chimpanzee

5. Choose the the unclipped form of ‘memo’.

a) memorabilia b) memorizer (JUN -19) 

c) memorandum d) memento

6. Choose the clipped from of the word ‘helicopter’.

 (JUN - 19) (MAR-23) 

a) heli b) helicop

c) copter d) helter

7. Choose the unclipped form of “mark”. (MDL-23)

a) remark b) market

c) demarcate d) marks

1. refrigerator 2. demonstration

3. perambulator 4. taxicab

5. photograph 6. advertisement

7 .laboratory 8. spectacles

9. kilogram 10. gymnasium

11.signature 12. handkerchief

13.aeroplane 14. facsimile

15.mathematics 16. omnibus

17. pressure cooker 18. daddy

19. fountain pen 20. television

21. newscast 22. bicycle

23. viva voce 24. diskette

25. representative

1. Choose the right combination of the blended word

‘melodrama’.         (SEP - 20) (MDL-23)

a) malady + drama b) mellow + drama

c) melody + drama d) malice + drama

2. Choose the right combination of the blended word

‘sitcom’.            (MAR - 20) (MDL-23)

a) sisterly + community

b) sitting + compartment

c) site + commerce

d) situation + comedy

1. breakfast + lunch 2. medical + care

3. lecture + demonstration 4. volcanic + ash

5. television + broadcast  6. parachute + troops

7. information + system 8. high + technology

9. man + animal 10. motor + pedal cycle

11. bnary + digit 12. foreign + exchange

13. india + Pakistan 14. electronic + mail

15. vegetable + burger  16. documentary + drama

17. electricity + execute  18. helicopter + airport

19. information + entertainment

20. flame + glar 21. slovenly + language

22. tele-printer + exchange

23. by + cause 24. of + clock

25. blow + spurt 26. education + satellite

27. diplomacy + economics

28. technology + wizard 29. news + broadcast

30. cinema + camera 31. fantastic + fabulous

32. flimsy + miserable 33. formula + translation

34. gigantic + enormous  35. advertisement + inflation

36. agriculture + economy 37. breath + analyzer

OTHER EXERCISE 
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1. Choose the trisyllabic word. (SEP - 20)(MDL-23)

a) laughter b) auction

c) interesting d) language

2. Choose the trisyllbic word from the following .

a) distinguished b) fortunately (MAR - 20) 

c) information d) traditional (MDL-23) 

3. ‘Ability’ is a ______ word. (JUN -19) 

a) trisyllabic b) tetrasyllabic

c) disyllabic d) pentasyllabic

4) Choose the Tri-sylllabic word. (MDL) 

a) grandmother b) tourist

c) photographer d) lesson

5) Pick out the word that has four syllales.

a) animosity b) exception (MAR-23) 

c) animation d) excitement

1. sovereign 2. profession 3. protect

4. certainly 5. popular 6. reaction

7. advantage 8. eagerly 9. inability

10. except 11. inform 12. apologise

13. music 14. internal 15. entertainment

16. properly 17. agricultural 18. queue

19. guitarist 20. permanent 21. master

22. religion 23. example 24. external

25. violinist 26. famous 27. around

28. energy 29. sincere 30. seniors

31. believe 32. response 33. personal

34. artist 35. address 36. redress

37. practice 38. classical 39. exodus

40. prisoner 41. suspect 42. minimum

43. routine 44. suffice 45. included

46. money 47. boundary 48. record

49. little 50. typical 51. appear

52. adjacent 53. awoke 54. serge

55. possible 56. compare 57. hundred

58. devctce 59. dedicate 60. enormity

1. Choose the correct expansion of the abbreviation

‘CAT’ (MAY - 22) 

a) Career and Aptitude Test

b) Competitive Aptitude Test

c) Captal Aptitude Test

d) Central Law and Aptitude test

(Note: Correct Abbreviation is Common Admission 

Test) 

2. Choose the correct expansion of the abbreviation

‘CAD’ (SEP - 20)(MDL-23) 

a) Computer Aided Designing

b) Computer Augmented Design

c) Computer Aided Design

d) Computer Assisted Design

3. Choose the correct expansion of the abbreviation

‘BCCI’. (MAR - 20) (MDL-23) 

a) Board of Council for Cricket in India

b) Board of Cricket Control in India

c) Board of Cricket Council in India

d) Board of Control for Cricket in India

4. Choose the expanded from of ‘MHRD’  (JUN - 19)

a) Member of Human Resource Department

b) Ministry of Human Resource Development

c) Modern Housing Rural Development

d) Metro Highways and Railways Department

5. Select the correct expansion of ‘HDTV’(MAR - 19)

a) High Definition Television

b) Heavy Dielectric Television

c) Heavy Distributary Television

d) Highly Decentralized Television

6. Choose the expanded form of ‘GST’.

a) Goods and Service Trade

b) Goods and Savings Term

c) Goods and Services Tax

d) Good Social Tax

7. Choose the expended form of TNPSC    (MAR-23)

a) Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission

b) Tamil Nadu Private Sector Commission

c) Tamil Nadu Publice Service Committee

d) Tamil Nadu Private Sector Committee
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32. Teetotaller

a) lover of alchohol  b) refuses alchohol

c) lover of tea d) lover of coffee

33. Globe trotter

a) one who travels all over the world

b) one who hater travelling

c) one who supports travelling

d) one who writer travelogue

34. Optimist

a) one who thinks negatively

b) one who thinks positively

c) one who helps others

d) one who uses optimum

35. Patriotism

a) one who betrays his country

b) one who loves his country and defendist

c) one who protects his country

d) one who escapes his country

36. Barbarism

a) cruel or vident behavior

b) cutting hair

c) curved point

d) gentle and amicable

37. Nationalism

a) feeling of hatred for one's country

b) feeling of indifference

c) feeling of love for and pride in your country

d) feeling of disgrace

38. Amateurism

a) taking part in sports for enjoyment

b) taking part in sports for money

c) taking part in sports

d) taking part in tour

39. Idealism

a) belief that one ideas are contrary

b) belief that others' ideas are good

c) belief that our ideas are real

d) not believing any idea

40. Criticism

a) making comments

b) supporting characters

c) degrading one's character

d) making fair careful judgement about the good

and bad qualities 

41. Absenteeism

a) the fact of being present

b) the fact that one is not absent

c) the fact that one cheats

d) the fact of being away from work a school

42. Feminism

a) a doctrine that advocates equal rights for women

b) a doctrine that advocates equal rights for all

c) a doctrine that advocates women's welfare

d) a doctrine by women writers

43. Egocentrism

a) act of thinking only about yourself

b) act of thinking welfare of others

c) act of thinking about family

d) act of thinking about nation

44. Heroism

a) great cowardice

b) great intelligence

c) very great courage

d) great cunningness

POEM - 1 

ONCE UPON A TIME 

1. Once upon a time, son

They used to laugh with their hearts

And laugh with their eyes:

But now they only laugh with their teeth

While their ice-block-cold eyes

Search behind my shadow.

a) To whom is the poet talking?
 b) Mention the figure of speech (last

befoe line).

c) How did people of the past laugh?

d) Whom does ‘they’ in the 4th line refer to?

(MDL) 

e) How do today’s people laugh?

f) ‘ice-block-cold eyes’- explain. (MAR.-23) 

SECTION I 

PART II 
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g) what does ‘behind my shadow’ mean?
h) Who are “They”? (MAR-23) 

2. There was a time indeed

They used to shake hands with their hearts

But that’s gone, son

Now they shake hands without hearts

While their left hands search

My empty pockets

a) What is gone according to the

speaker?  (MAR-20)(MDL-23) 

b) How do people shake hands now? (MAR-20)

c) What does the last line mean?

d) Which time is referred here?
e) Explain the second line. (MDL-23) 

3. Feel at home! Come again

They say and when I come

Again and feel

At home, once, twice,

There will be no thrice

For them I find doors shut on me

a) To whom do people say ‘Come  again’?
b) How do they invite their friends?

c) Who are ‘they’? (MAR-19) 

d) Do ‘they’ really mean it?  (MAR-19) 

e) Is the poet welcomed for the 3rd

time?

4. So, I have learned many things, son

I have learned to wear many faces

Like dresses…….home face, 

Office face, street face, host face 

Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

Like a fixed portrait smile 

a) Mention the figure of speech.(MAY-22)

b) ‘Portrait smile’ – explain.

c) Explain the 2nd line. (SEP-20)(MDL-23) 

d) What does ‘cocktail face’ refer to?
        (SEP-20, MAY-22) (MDL-23) 

e) What has the poet learnt?

5. And I have learned too

To laugh with only my teeth

And shake hands without my heart

I have also learned to say ‘Goodbye’

When I mean ‘Goodriddance’

To say ‘Glad to meet you’

Without being glad, and to say ‘It’s been

Nice talking to you, after being bored.

a) What does ‘good riddance mean?
b) What has the poet learned?
c) Identify the figure of speech.

6. But believe me, son

I want to be what I used to be

When I was like you. I want

To learn all these muting things

Most of all I want to relearn

How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror

Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare -fangs.

a) What does the poet want to

relearn? (JUNE-19) 

b) Mention the figure of speech.
simile (MAY-22) 

c) Why does the poet want to relearn how to laugh?
(MAY-21) 

d) What are muting things?

7. So, show me son

How to laugh, show me how

I used to laugh and smile

Once upon a time when I was like you.

a) What does the poet ask his son to

teach him?

b) Mention the figure of speech.

c) How did the poet laugh as a boy?
d) Who is the speaker?

POEM - 2 

CONFESSIONS OF A BORN SPECTATOR 

1. One infant grows up and becomes a jockey

Another plays basketball or hockey

This one the prize ring hates to enter

That one becomes a tackle or center

I am just glad as glad can be

That I am not them, then they are not me.

a) Why is the poet glad?
b) What does one infant become when it grows up?

c) Pict out the rhyming words.  (MAR-20)(MDL-23)

 d) Mention the figure of speech.
 e) Who is a jockey? (MAR-20)(MDL-23) 

2. with all my heart I do admire

Athletes who sweat for fun or hire

Who take the field in gaudy pomp

And maim each other as they romp

My limp and bashful spirit feeds

On other people’s heroic deeds
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a) Mention the figure of speech in the 5th

line
b) Whom does the poet admire?(MDL-23)

(MAR-23) 

c) Who takes the field in gaudy pomp?

d) Why do the athletes sweat?
        (MDL-23) (MAR-23) 

e) What feeds on other people’s

deeds?

3. Now, A runs ninety yards to score

B knocks the champion to the floor

Cracking vertebrae and spines

Lashes his steed across the line

You ‘d’ think my ego it would please

To swap positions with one of these

a) Mention the rhyming words. (SEP-20)

      (MDL-23) 

b) Pick out the alliterated words.
c) Why does B knock A?

d) Why does A run ninety yards?
e) Who are ‘these’? (MDL-23) 
f) Who cracks A’s vertebrae and

spines?Why?

4. Well, ego must be pleased enough

But zealous athletes play so rough

They do not ever in their dealings

Consider one another’s feelings

I’m glad that when my struggle begins

Twixt prudence and ego, prudence wins

a) What wins finally?

b) Mention the figure of speech in the 5th line.

c) What pleases ego?

d) Why are the athletes rough?

5. When swollen eye meets gnarted fist

When snaps the knee and cracks the wrist

When officialdom demands

Is there a doctor in the stands

My soul in true thanksgiving speaks

For this modest of physiques

a) Mention the rhyming words. (MAY-22)

b) Who is the officialdom?
c) Why are the eyes swollen?

d) When are the doctors called? (MAY-22)

e) To whom is the poet soul thankful?

6. Athletes, I’ll drink to you

Or eat with you

Or anything except compete with you 

Buy tickets worth their radium 

To watch you gambol in the stadium 

And reassure myself anew 

That you are not me and I’m not you 

a) Whom does ‘you’ refer to ? (MAR-19) 

b) Whom does the poet reassure?     (MAR-19)

c) Give the meaning of ‘gambol’
d) What does ‘drink to you’ mean?

e) Does the poet want to complete with

the athletes? (JUNE-19) 

POEM – 3 

LINES WRITTEN IN EARLY SPRING 

1. I heard a thousand blended notes

While in a grove, I sat reclined

In that sweet mood when pleasant thoughts

Bring sad thoughts to the mind.

a) Where is the poet sitting? (MAR-19)  

b) What’s meant by a thousand blended notes’?

(MAR-19) 

c) What was the poet’s mood?

d) What brought sad thoughts to the poet’s mind?

e) Mention the rhyming words.

f) What did the poet hear?

2. To her fair works did Nature link

The human soul that through me ran

And much it grieved my heart to think

What man has made of man

a) Give the meaning of the 4th line.

b) What did Nature link with it?

c) Mention the figure of speech.

d) Pick out the words in alliteration.

3. Through primrose tufts in that green bower

The periwinkly trail’d its wreaths

And tis my faith that every flower

Enjoys the air it breathes

a) What is bower?

b) What is the poet’s faith? (JUNE-19) 

c) What’s the figure of speech? (JUNE-19) 

d) What quality of Nature do you see here?

4. The birds around me hopp’d and play’d

Their thoughts I cannot measure

But the least motion which they made

It seemed a thrill of pleasure
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a) What can’t the poet measure?

b) Who are ‘they’? (MAR-20)(MDL-23) 

c) What are they doing?     (MAR-20) (MDL-23)

d) What gave pleasure to the poet?

5. The budding twigs spread out their fan

To catch the breezy air

And, I must think do all I can

That there was pleasure there

a) What did the twigs do?

b) How did they feel?

6. If this belief from heaven be sent

If such be Nature’s holy plan

Have I not reason to lament

What Man has made of Man?

a) What does ‘lament’ mean? (SEP-20) 

(MDL-23) 

b) Mention the rhyme scheme.
c) Mention the figure of speech in the 3rd and 4th

line.

d) Mention the figure of speech in the first two

lines.

e) What does heaven refer to ? (MAR-23) 

f) Why does the poet call Nature ‘holy’?

    (MDL-23) (MAR-23) 

g) Identify the figure of speech in the second line.

(MDL-23) 

POEM - 4 
MACAVITY - THE MYSTERY CAT 

1. Macavity’s a Mystery Cat he’s called the Hidden

paw 

For he’s the master criminal who can defy the law 

He’s the bafflement of Scotland Yard the Flying 

Squad’s despair 

For when they reach the scene of crime –  

       Macavity’s not-there! 

a. Whom does ‘He’ refer to?
b. Why is the flying squad

disappointed?

c. Is Macavity a real cat?
d. What’s Scotland Yard?
e. Does the Squad arrest Macavity?

f. Why’s the cat called the Hidden
Paw?

2. Macavity, Macavity, there’s no one like Macavity

He’s broken every human law, he breaks the law of

gravity 

His power of levitation would make a fakir stare 

When you reach the scene of crime, Macavity’s not 

    there. 

a. Write the words of alliteration.
b. What does a fakir stare?

c. What’s levitation?
d. Is the fakir surprised?
e. Who’s a fakir?

f. Is Macavity comparable with anybody?
g. What is a Macavity?

h. What has Macavity broken?

3. You may seek him in the basement, you may look

up in the air 

But I tell you once and once again, Macavity’s not 

there 

Macavity’s a ginger cat, he’s  very tall and thin 

You would know him, if you saw him, for his eyes 

       are-sunken in 

a. Can we find Macavity any-where?

b. How does it appear?

4. His brow is deeply lined with thought, his head is

highly domed 

His coat is dusty from reglect, his whiskers are 

uncombed 

He sways his head from side to side with  

       movements like a snake 

 And when you think he’s half asleep, he’s always 

wide awake 

a. Mention the figure of speech.
     (MAR-19) (MAR-23) 

b. How does it sway its head?
c. Who is ‘he’?   (MAR-19) 

d. Mention the rhyme – scheme.
e. Why is its coat dusty?  (SEP-20) 

(MDL-23) 

f. Explain the comparison made here.
(MAR-23) 

g. How is the cat described in the above

lines? (MAR-23) 

5.  Macavity, Macavity there’s no one like Macavity

 For he’s a fiend in feline shape, a monster of

depravity 

 You may meet him in a bystreet, you may see him 

in the square 

 But when a crime’s discovered, then Macavity’s 

not there! 
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a. ‘Monster of depravity’-explain (Jn-19, MDL-

23)

b. Pick out the rhyming words.

c. Mention the poem and the poet (MDL-23) 

d. Mention the alliterated words.

e. How does Macavity appear?

6. He’s outwardly respectable. (They say he cheats at

cards 

And his footprints are not found in any file of 

Scotland Yard’s 

And when the larder’s looted or the jewel case is 

rifled 

 Or when the milk is missing or another peke’s 

been stifled 
a. What has Macavity stolen?

b. Pick out alliterated words. (MAR-20)

(MDL-23) 

c. What does Macavity do in the cards?
d. Why do they want its footprints?
e. What’s the challenge for Scotland Yard?

f. Whose footprints do the police need and why?
(MDL-23) 

7. Or the greenhouse glass is broken and

the trell is past repair

Ay, there’s the wonder of the thing! Macavity’s

not there 

When the Foreign office find a Treaty’s gone 

astray 

Or the admiralty lose some plans and drawings by 

the way 

a. Who breaks all?
b. What happened to the plans of admiralty?

c. What does ‘admiralty’ mean?

8. There may be a scrap of paper in the hall or on

the stair 

But it is useless to investigate, Macavity’s not 

there! 

And when the loss has been disclosed, the Secret 

Service say 

It must have been Macavity, but he’s a mile away 

a. Write down the rhyming words.

b. Where is the scrap of paper?
c. Where is Macavity?
d. Why is it useless to investigate?

9. You’ll be sure to find him resting or a licking of

his thumbs 

Or engaged in doing complicated long division 

sums 

Macavity, Macavity, there’s no one like Macavity 

There never was a cat of such deceitfulness and 

suavity 

a. What are the qualities of Macavity?

b. What is talked about here?
c. Is there any other cat like Macavity?

d. How is it different from other cats?

10. He always has an alibi and one or two to spare

And whatever time the deed took place, Macavity

wasn’t there 

And they say all the cats whose wicked deeds are 

 widely known 

(I might mention Mungojerrie, I must mention 

Griddlebone) 

And nothing more than agents for the cat who all 

the time 

Just controls their operations; the Napoleon of 

Crime 

a. Mention the rhyming words.

b. Who are the agents of Macavity?
c. Does it leave any evidence of its crime?

d. Who is called the Napoleon of Crime?
e. Who controls the agents’ operations?

POEM - 5 

EVEREST IS NOT THE ONLY PEAK 

1. We are proud and feel so tall,

Our virtues though be few and small

Our nature it is that whatever we try

We do with devotion deep and true

a) What should we feel proud of?
b) Whom does ‘we’ refer to?

c) Pick out the rhyming words.
d) How should we do our duty?

2. Defeat we repel, courage our fort;

Cringing from others we haven’t done,

To seek a gain we adore none:

We are proud and feel so tall.

a) What does ‘Cringing from

others’ mean?

b) Which is our fort?

c) How do we react to defeat? (MAR-23) 

d) Which is considered as our stronghold?

 (MAR-23) 

3. We deem it our duty and mission in life,

To bless and praise the deserving ones;
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Never shall we fail in what we commit,  

Shall nourish the ones that nourish the world. 

a) How should we treat the deserving

ones?

b) Pick out the alliterated words.

4. We are proud of the position we

Hold; humble as we are,

Our pride springs from the way we live.

Ours is a path of dignity and honour,

A life that knows no kneeling and bending.

We are proud and feel so tall.

a) Pick out the alliterated words. (MDL-23) 
b) What kind of life does the poet talk

about? (MDL-23) 
c) What’s the speaker proud of?
d) How is the speaker humble and proud?

5. Everest is not the only peak,

Every hillock has a summit to boast!

The height you reach is not that we care;

He, who does not stoop, is a king we adore.

We bow before competence and merit;

a) Pick out the words in alliteration.
(JUNE - 19) 

b) Who is adored as a king?

         (MAR - 20) (MDL-23) 

c) What is respected?   (MAR - 20)(MDL-23) 

d) Mention the figure of speech.

(4th line)  (MAY - 22) 

6. The ones that are true and stand on their own

Are really the ladder for the rise of Man.

Honour is a property, common to all:

In dignity and pride no one need to be poor.

We are proud and feel so tall.

a) Is the tone of the line positive on

negative?

b) Who are the ladders?

c) What is their asset?   (SEP - 20) 

 (MDL-23) 

d) Which are our strength? (MAR - 19) 

e) Who are considered rich? (MDL-23) 

POEM - 6 

THE HOLLOW CROWN 

1. Let’s talk of graves, of worms, and epitaphs,

Make dust our paper, and with rainy eyes

Write sorrow on the bosom of the earth.

Let’s choose executors and talk of wills.

a) Mention the figure of speech.  (JUNE - 19) 

b) Who is the narrator here?
c) What is compared to paper?
d) What is epitaph?    (JUNE-19) 

e) Where should we write the sorrow?

2. And yet not so – for what can we bequeath

Save our deposed bodies to the ground?

Our lands, our lives, and all, are Balingbroke’s,

And nothing can we call our own but death;

And that small model of the barren earth

a) Who is Balingbroke? (MAR-23) 

b) Identify the figure of speech used
here. (MDL-23) 

c) Pick out the rhyming words. (MDL-23) 

d) What’s the small model of the barren earth?
e) Mention the figure of speech in the first 2 lines

(MAR-20) 

f) Pick out the words in alliteration.land-lives, can-

call     (MAR-23)

g) What is the only thing we bequeath to our
decendants? (MDL-23) 

3. Which serves as paste and cover to our bones.

For God’s sake let us sit upon the ground

And tell sad stories of the death of kings:

a)  Who is the speaker? (MAR-22) 

b)  Mention the figure of speech (1st line)

c) What does the speaker suggest?
 (SEP-20) (MDL-23) 

d) Mention the alliterated words.

        (SEP-20, MAY-22) (MDL-23) 

4. How some have been depos’d, some slain in war,

Some haunted by the ghosts they have deposed,

Some poisoned by their wives, some sleeping kill’d,

All murdered – for within the hollow crown

a) Mention the figure of speech – 2nd, 3rd lines.

b) Why are the kings killed?
c) Pick out the words in alliteration?
d) How are the kings killed?
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5. That rounds the mortal temples of a king

Keeps Death his court, and there the antic sits,

Scoffing his state and grinning at his pomp,

Allowing him a breath, a little scene,

a) Mention the figure of speech (2nd line).
(May-22) 

b) What does ‘antic’ mean?
c) What does death do?
d) What rounds the temples of a king?

6. To monarchize, be fear’d, and kill with looks;

Infusing him with self and vain conceit,

As if this flesh which walls about our life

Were brass impregnable; and, humour’d thus,

a) Pick out the alliterated words.
b)  Which walls about our life?

7. Comes at the last, and with a little pin

Bores through his castle wall, and farewell king!

Cover your heads, and mock not flesh and blood

With solemn reverence; throw away respect,

a) Pick out the alliterated words.
b) What comes at last?
c) What does it do?

8. Tradition, form, and ceremonious duty;

For you have but mistook me all this while.

I live with bread like you, feel want,

Taste grief, need friends – subjected thus,

How can you say to me, I am a king?

a) Mention the figure of speech. (3rd line)
b) How is the speaker mistaken by the

people? (MAR-19) 

c) What does the king follow?

d) Write the alliterated words. (MAR-19) 

e) What was the King Richard’s last
wish?

Change into reported speech. 

1. The old woman said to the boy, “Please help me.”
(MAY -22) 

2. She said, “I decided to rent the shop because it is on
the main road”.   (SEP - 20)(MDL-23)

3. Anu requested her brother to drop her at the airport

that night.*               (MAR - 20)(MDL-23)

4. The libraraian said to the students, “Speak softly”

(MAR-23) 

Report the following dialogue.  

5.  Leena   : “Mom, I burnt my finger”. 

(JUN - 19) 
Mother  : “ I have warned you not to play with 

the fire”. 

5. Conductor : Where do you want to go?

(MAR - 19) 
Passenger : I’m going to Coimbatore. Give me a 

ticket, please. 

6. Taj  : Where are you going now? 
         (MDL) 

Harisha  : I am going to the library. Are you 

coming with me? 

Rewrite the following in Indirect Speech 

1. Karthik said," My brother went with me to the show

yesterday".

2. Ravi asked, "Where I had gone the previous

weekend?"

3. The doctor said, "I'll send you the results as soon as

they active".

4. "Don't you know that Ravi has been robbed?" asked

Inspector Ram.

5. Mr. Raghu asked, "Will all of you take part in the

cleanliness campaign?"

6. He said, "I will go to London tomorrow".

7. The teacher said to the boys, "Don't talk in the class".

8. Please give me something to eat. I am hungry". The

old man said to them.

9. He said, "Alas! I have broken my brother's Watch".

10. Shyam said to Jeeva, "How often do you go to the

theatre?"

11. The teacher has said to the pupils, "Sea water is

different from the river water".

12. Martha said, "If I tidied my room, my dad would be

happy".

13. He said, " I can lend you my car".

14. She asked, "Do you want to come with me?"

15. Rani said, "I was attacked by a agency of Hooligans

while walking back home,"

SECTION II 

Govt Exam Questions 

OTHER EXERCISE 
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16. Raghavan asked, "Is Stephen still playing sneecker

with you all?"

17. The guard said to the boy, "Don't throw rubbish

here!"

18. She said, "Oh! It's a snake. Don't go near it, children".

19. Have you ever sealed the haft in your district?" asked

Dhanush.

20. Radha asked Banu, "why do you make so much

noise?"

21. Ravi said to Raghu, "I have finished my work

already".

22. She said to him, " I will give your book now".

23. The mother said to the child, "Don't touch the

bouncing candle".

24. My father said to me, "Did anyone come to see me

yesterday?"

25. What a terrible accident!" the old man said.

26. He said, "Let us wait for some time".

27. My mother said to me, "Have you read the letter?"

28. Lalli said to her friend, "Thank you so much. I shall

never forget your help".

29. The teacher said to her students, "We are going on an

excussion to Ooty next week".

30. The doctor said to patient, "How do you feel now?"

Rewrite the following sentences in Direct Speech 

1. Rani told me this week they had painted the hall last

weekend.

2. He told me he would go on holiday tomorrow.

3. Ravi said he had been working on that project.

4. Pavithra asked Deepika why she had made so much

noise.

5. Shop Assistant asked if I was looking for something

Special.

6. Karthick said he would lend me his grammar book if

I thought it would help.

7. Mohan asked stephen why he had not attended  the

meeting the day before.

8. I asked my friend if he would not help me to carry

that box.

9. She exclaimed joyfully that she had escaped by

God's grace.

10. He asked me what I wanted then.

11. Ravi told us that he had been waiting for us there for

more than an hour.

12. I earnestly requested them to be quit

13. Sam asked Ram how he had got the job.

14. Mother warned the children not to go near the fire.

15. Prem asked Shyam if he could give him some

money.

16. Raghav asked his  mother for a cup of coffee.

17. They exclaimed that the Taj is a very wonderful

building,

18. He proposed that they should do their duty.

19. Vijay asked Mahesh when they could meet them

again.

20. He requested his friend to help him.

1. I saw him opening the box. (change the voice)

(SEP - 20)(MDL-23) 

2. The farmers usually harvest the mango fruits only in

the month of May. (Change the voice)

         (MAR - 20)(MDL-23) 

3. Change the voice of the following sentence.

(JUN - 19) 

My friend was arrested by the police on a charge of 

theft.  He was released soon for lack of evidence. 

4. Rewrite the following sentence in its passive form.

(MDL-23) 

Kaleel wrote a letter to the editor. 

5. Rewrite the sentence using passive voice

No one has opened that house for several years.

1. Rita was late to school. She was punished.

(Rewrite using “If” clause) (MAY-22) 

2. If Reema had informed me earlier, I would have

returned home. (Begin the sentence with ‘Had’)

(JUN-19) 

3. Tom didn’t know Spanish. He didn’t get the job.

(Combine using ‘If’)   (MAR-19)

Govt Exam Questions 

Govt Exam Questions 
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4. Rewrite the sentence making an inversion in the

conditional clause.    (MAR-19)

5. Ragavi did not come yesterday, she was ill.

(Combine the sentence using ‘If’)

1. I won a lottery. I would help people

2. I am not a doctor. I can't serve the poor.

3. They did not ask him. He did not help them

4. He is late. He will be punished

5. Ramya doesn't have a car. She can't help me.

6. You must eat well. You will be strong.

7. Knock the door. They let you in.

8. The child cries. The mother feeds it

9. I don't have books. I can't give you.

10. Go to bed early. You will get up early.

11. You are tired. You take rest for sometime.

12. Bring the hall ticket. You are allowed into the

examination hall.

13. Sugar is scattered. Ants are attracted.

14. Naveen works hard. He will become wealthy.

15. We didn't approach him early. We couldn't meet him.

16. Read audibly. You will be listened.

17. You study well. You will pass the examination..

18. You must think well. You will act better.

19. She asked my help. I should do that.

20. I dropped this glass. It would break.

21. Trust me. Treat me with friendliness.

22. Work quickly. You will go to bed early

23. You must be careful. You will be alright.

24. The boys play well. They will win the prize.

25. Think well. You will act well.

26. The wind blows. The temperature comes down.

27. Start now. You can catch the train.

28. Raghu won the competition .He performed well.

29. She got the ticket. She is going to Delhi

30. Ravi worked hard. He would prosper..

31. I don't have a pen. I can't give him.

32. You wasted water. You would suffer.

33. He has no money. He can't give us.

34. The army fought well. It won the battle

1. Raghu tried his best, but he did not succeed.

(Change into a complex sentence) (MAY - 22)

2. Though the battle has been won, the war isn’t

over yet. (Change into Compound)  (MAY - 22)

3. Planting of trees along the road sides made the

surroundings look greener. (Change into

compound  (SEP - 20)(MDL-23) 

4. The children built a sandcastle at the beach. It

was beautiful. (Combine using a relative

pronoun) (SEP-20) (MDL-23) 

5. The old lady sat in a corner and started praying

to God. (Change into  a simple sentence)

 (MAR-20)(MDL-23) 

6. Sneha has a box full of toys. She wants to donate

them to an orphanage.     (MDL-23)

7. Oh hearing their teacher’s footstep, the boys ran

away. (Change into a compound sentence)

 (JUN-19) 

8. The food was cheap. It was very tasty. (Form a

simple sentence using “Inspite of”)   (MAR-19)

9. Balaji was too tired to work. (MDL) 

10. Ajay and Dinesh were too young to work in the

industry. (Change into a compound sentence)

(MAR-23) 

Combine each into a single sentence; 

1. Nithya is stupid. She is arrogant

2. He is poor. He could not study medicine

3. I was crossing the road. I met with an accident.

4. The bell rang. The students ran away.

5. The thief heard the sound. He ran away quickly

6. I met my friend. His name is Santhosh

7. She was sincere. She was not recognized.

8. The coffee is very hot. I cannot drink it

9. You must work hard. Then only you will succeed.

10. He was tired. He attend the function.

11. I pray to God. I go to bed.

OTHER EXERCISE 

Govt Exam Questions 

OTHER EXERCISE 
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3. Complete the proverbs choosing the suitable

words given in brackets. (JUN-19) 

a) An idle ________ is a devil’s workshop. (soul,

body, mind)

b) _______ is in the eye of the beholder. (Magic,

Beauty, Problem)

c) Don’t judge a _____ by its cover. (book,

pillow, letter)

4. Complete the proverbs using the words given

below. (MAR-19) 

a) Waste not, ______ (fight, want, earn)

b) _______ waters run deep. (Still, flowing,

Stagnant) 

c) One ______ doesn’t make a garland. (pearl,

bead, flower)

5. Complete the proverbs with the suitable words

given    (MAR-23)

a) A penny saved is a penny _______  (borrowed,

earned, invested)

b) Even the _______ have ears. (floors, walls,

windows)

c) Every cloud has a silver _______ (lining,

finish, border)

1. Complete the proverbs using the words given

below :

a) All that glitters is not _______.

b) Make ________ while the sun shines.

c) Barking ________ seldom bites.

(hay, dog, gold)

2. Complete the proverbs using the words given

below :

a) ______ are deceptive.

b) A ________ stone gathers no moss.

c) ________ not want not .

(rolling, waste, appearances) 

3. Complete the proverbs using the words given

below :

a) All the world’s a ________.

b) Bare _______ buy no barley.

c) Familiarity breeds ________.

(contempt, words, stage)

4. Complete the proverbs using the words given

below :

a) Better late than _______.

b) A friend in _______ is a friend indeed.

c) Health is ___________.

(wealth, never, need)

5. Complete the proverbs using the words given

below :

a) Barking dogs _______ bite.

b) An ______ a day keeps the doctor away

c) No ________ no gain

(pain, seldom, apple) 

PROSE - 1 

THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY 

a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author’s
formative years. Give your own example of how

elders have a positive influence on the younger
generation. Include examples from the story also.

 (MAR-23) 

b) As young Khushwant Singh, write a letter to your

parents describing your daily routine expressing
your thoughts and feelings about staying in the
village.

c) Animals are capable of empathy. Substantiate this

statement with examples from the story as well as
your own experiences.

PROSE - 2 

THE QUEEN OF BOXING 

a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author’s

formative years. Give your own example of how

elders have a positive influence on the younger

generation. Include examples from the story also.

(MAR-23) 

b) As young Khushwant Singh, write a letter to your

parents describing your daily routine expressing

OTHER EXERCISE 
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your thoughts and feelings about staying in the 

village.  

c) Animals are capable of empathy. Substantiate this

statement with examples from the story as well as

your own experiences.

PROSE - 3 

FORGETTING 

a) You have borrowed a branded cricket bat from your

reluctant friend for an outstation match. After

returning home, you realize that you have absent 

mindedly left it in the hotel room. Write a letter of 

apology and regret to your friend. 

b) Kalill Gibran states ‘Forgetfulness is a form of

freedom’. Write an article for your school magazine,

linking your ideas logically and giving appropriate

examples.

c) Will you sympathise or ridicule someone who is

intensely forgetful? Write an essay justifying your

point of view.

PROSE - 4 

TIGHT CORNERS 

a) Narrate the circumstances that led to the narrator

getting into a tight corner by his own folly.

b) Trace the thought that went on in the mind of the

narrator when picture after picture was put up and

sold at the auction.

c) Explain how the narrator got out of the tight corner

that he was in.

d) As the narrator, make a diary entry about the tight

corner you faced at Christie’s and how you were

saved from the dire situation

PROSE - 5 

CONVACATION ADDRESS 

1) How do Universities mould students apart from

imparting academic education in them?   (MAR-19)

2) The common man contributes to the maintenance of

institutions of higher education. Explain this

statement.

3) How does the speaker highlight the importance of

giving back to the society? (MAR-22) (MAR-23)

4) You are one of the fresh graduates at the convocation

function of the university. You had the rare privilege

of the university. You had the rare privilege of

listening to the enlightening speech of Dr.Arignar 

Anna Write a letter to your friend describing the core 

ideas of his speech and the impact of the speech on 

you. 

PROSE - 6 

THE ACCIDENTIAL TOURIST 

1) …. But when its my own-well, I think hysteries are

fully justified’ – How? 

2) Bring out the pun in the title “The Accidental

Tourist” (one who happens to travel by accident or

one who meets with accidents often on his or her

trips)

3) Can a clumsy person train himself/ herself to

overcome short comings? How could this be done?

4) As a fellow passenger of Bill Bryson on the flight,

make a diary entry

5) Give an account of Bill Bryson’s awkward

behaviour during his trip to England.       (MDL-23)

POEM - 1 

ONCE UPON A TIME 

i) Explain the things the poet has learnt when he grew

into an adult.         (JUNE-19, MAY-22)

ii) The poem is nothing but a criticism of modern life.

Justify this statement.             (MAR-19)

iii) Face is the index of the mind. Does this adage concur

with the views of the poet?

POEM - 2 

CONFESSIONS OF A BORN SPECTATOR 

1) How does the poet establish the victory of common

sense over ego?   (MAR-23)

2) The poet does not wish to exchange places with the

athletes. How does he justify his view?

3) According to the poet what contributes most to the

injuries sustained by the athletes?

4) How does Ogden Nash try to explain that he is very

happy being a mere spectator?  (MDL-23)
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POEM - 3 

LINES WRITTEN IN EARLY SPRING 

a) Do you think the poet wants to say that man is

unhappy because he has lost his link with nature

and forgotten how to enjoy nature or because man

is cruel to other men?     (MDL) 

POEM - 4 

MACAVITY - THE MYSTERY CAT 

a) What are the mysterious ways in which Macavity acts?

b) Give an account of Macavity’s destructive mischief.

c) Describe the appearance and qualities of Macavity.

(MAR-23) 

POEM - 5 

EVEREST IS NOT THE ONLY PEAK 

1) In what way is every hillock similar to Everest?

2) The poem does not focus on the destination, but the

journey towards it. Discuss.(MDL-23)(JUNE - 19,

      SEP-20) 

POEM - 6 

THE HOLLOW CROWN 

1) What are the causes for king Richard’s grief?

2) How are eternal truths and wisdom brought out to

the reader here?

3) Death has been cited in many ways in this

 monologue. Identify the poetic devices used in

those references. (OR) How does King Richard

explain the power of death to his followers through

this monologue?                                (MAR - 20)

4) Why does the future generation remember easily -

the victor or vanquished? Give reasons. Also, cite

relevant references from King Richard’s speech.

5) How does King Richard explain the power of Death

to his followers through his monologue?

    (MDL-23) 

SUPPLEMENTARY - 1 

AFTER TWENTY YEARS 

1. Two friends – made a pact – meet after twenty years

– Bob arrived – spoke to policeman on beat -tall man
came – claimed to be Jimmy Wells – Bob realised -
not his friend – policeman in plainclothes – arrested

Bob, a noted criminal – policeman on beat – real
Jimmy Wells – hesitated to arrest friend – sent

another with a note. (MDL-2023)(MAR-19, 20)

2. Jimmy Wells and Bob – friends – lived in New York

– parted ways – fixed meetig – after 20 years – Bob

changed – a criminal -wells – policeman – Bob

arrived – appointed time – could not recognize –

Wells identified – sent another policeman –

respecting friendship – arrested Bob.

       (SEP-20, MAR-19) (MDL-2023) 

Text Book Questions: 

a) Compare and contrast the characters of Jimmy Wells

and Bob with suitable references from the story to

support your view.

b) ‘Means should justify the end.’ Explain this adage

with reference to O. Henry’s story.

c) ‘Tell me who your friends are and I shall tell you who

you are’. How will you explain this statement in the

light of Jimmy’s and Bob’s friendship?

d) To your shock, you find out that your close friend is

indulging in some wrong activity. Will you avoid

him/her or try to correct him/her? Give reasons for

your answer.

e) What would you do in this situation, if you were

Jimmy Wells? Substantiate your reason.

SUPPLEMENTARY - 2 

A SHOT IN THE DARK 

1. Philip Sletherby – Politician – Brill Manor – meet –

Mrs.Saltpen Jago – London – Re-election  –
young man – Bertie – Needed three pounds –

Govt Exam Questions 

Govt Exam Questions 
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Mistaken – fraud – Jago Crest – demilion- “Seeing 
is believing”   (MAR-23) 

2. Philip – travels – train – Brill Manor – Meets Bertie
– Second son – left purse – four quids – needs money

– requests Philip to lend him – two pounds – did not
help – true son- mistake for a fraud.  (JUN-19)

Text Book Questions: 

a) Describe the youth’s strange behaviour when he was

in the train.

b) One has to be cautious and not be carried away by

stories. How did Sletherby exhibit caution?

c) How did Sletherby’s judgement of Bertie turn out to

be a wrong one?

d) As Sletherby, would you apologise to Bertie for your

rude behaviour? Give reasons.

e) ‘Seeing is believing’. How is this humorously

disproved in this story? Bring out the irony in the

situation.

SUPPLEMENTARY - 3 

THE FIRST PATIENT 

1. The dentist’s clinic – many patients wait  - tensed –

tooth – to be extracted – the arrival of the dentist –

Joe, the first patient- called in – the nurse goes – with

hammer-  reaction of patients – loud sound of sawing

and screeching-  other patients fear – go away – Joe

comes out – hammer, pliers – to open tool box.

      (May-22) 

Text Book Questions: 

a) How has the author used this unexpected

combination of events in the situation to create

humour?

b) Have you ever found yourself in such a situation?

Discuss in groups and act out in such a situation.

SUPPLEMENTARY - 4 

WITH THE PHOTOGRAPHER 

1. Leacock – waits – studio – read magazines – long

wait – many adjustments – got angry – took

photograph – Saturday -final proof – retouched – no 

resemblance- frustrated – worthless bauble. 

(MDL-2023) 

2. Narrate the experiences of Leacock with the

photographer. (MDL-19, SEP-20) 

3. Stephen Leacock – visits a photo studio – for

photograph – the photographer – unpleasant

comments- takes a long time – Leacock gets angry-

The photographer – rude – comments of Leacock’s

features – ill- treats Leacock – takes photo in

animation – asks to come on Saturday – Leacock

goes – disappointed – does not resemble him –

accuses and leaves in tears.  (May-22)

4. Leacock – waits – studio – read magazines – long

wait – many adjustments – got angry – took

photograph – Saturday – final proof – retouched –

no resemblance – frustrated – worthless bauble

(Sep-20, Mar-19) 

Text Book Questions: 

a) Stephen Leacock’s visit to the photo studio turns out

to be an annoying experience for him. Discuss citing

relevant instances from the story.

b) “To me it is but a worthless bauble”. Why did the

photographer’s touch of technical expertise appear a

worthless bauble to Leacock?

SUPPLEMENTARY - 5 

THE SINGING LESSON 

1. Miss Meadows – music teacher – received letter –
fiance – upset with message – affected her mood –

reflected in class – called by Headmistress- gave a
telegram – sender Basil – request to forget –
message in letter – indicated reunion – Meadows

turned happy – selected cheerful song – teach
children.   (MAR-19,20) (MDL-2023)

Text Book Questions: 

1) Describe Miss Meadows' mood before and after

receiving the telegram. How did it affect her class?
 (MDL) 

2) ‘The only difference between a good day and a bad
day is your attitude.’ Relate this to a real life

Govt Exam Questions 

Govt Exam Questions 

Govt Exam Questions 
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experience you have had. Share your thoughts in 
class. 

3) You are busy getting ready for school.  You receive

a Whats App message from your best friend, saying
that he/she is very upset over the fighty you had

yesterday and does not want to talk to you anymore.
This distresses you as she sounds very firm.
However, today is a big day at school with two tests

lined up.  What will be your state of mind? How will
you handle this situation?

SUPPLEMENTARY - 6 

THE NEVER-NEVER NEST (PLAY) 

1. Jack and Jill – happy married couple – Villa New

Hampsted – Anut Jane visits – much surprised –

furniture – Lovely house – instalment basis -Anut

Jane cannot believe – Jack explains borrow Thrift

and Providence Trust Corporation - Aunt Jane –

Leaves house – on foot – gives cheque – they try to

own baby.         (MAR-23)

2. Jack and Jill – things on instalments – house on

instalment – Aunt Jane visited – preached – ease and

comfort of buying – first baby on instalment.

(JUN-19) 

Text Book Questions: 

1. Why is there a double negative in the title “The

Never- Never Nest? Elucidate with reason from the

play.

2. Bring out the humorous elements in the play.

3. How does the play “The Never _ Never Nest” expose

the harsh reality of modern living?

4. Jill said that they owned the steering wheel of a car,

one of the tyres, one of the cylinders and leg of the

sofa. What does this convey?

1. Vitamins are classified by their biological and

chemical activity, not their structure. Thus, each
"vitamin" refers to a number of vitaminer

compounds that all show the biological activity

associated with a particular vitamin. Such a set of 
chemicals is grouped under an alphabetized vitamin" 
generic descriptor" title, such as " vitamin A",  which  

includes the compounds retinal, retinol, and four 
known carotenoids. Vitaminers by definition are 

convertible to the active form of the vitamin in the 
body,and are sometimes inter – convertible to one 
another, as well. Vitamins have diverse biochemical 

functions. some, such  as Vitamin D, have harmone- 
like functions as regulators of mineral metabolism, 
or regulators of cell and tissue growth and 

differentiation ( such as some forms of Vitamin A) 
Others function as antioxidants. 

2. In 1983, the Taj Mahal became a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. While the whitdomed marble

mausoleum is the most familiar component of the
TajMahal, it is actually an integrated complex of
structures. The construction began around 1632 and

was completed around 1653, employing thousands
of artisans and craftsmen. The construction of the Taj

Mahal was entrusted to a board of architects under
imperial supervision, including Abdul -Karim Ma'
mur Khan, Makramat khan, and Ustad Ahmad

Lahauri. Lahauri is generally considered to be the
principal designer. The Taj Mahal is widely
recognized as "The Jewel of Muslim art in India and

one of the universally admired masterpieces of the
world's heritage."

3. A mobile phone (also known as cellular phone cell
phone and a hand phone) is a  device that can make

and receive telephone calls over a radio link while
moving around a wide geographic area. It does so by
connecting to a cellular network  provided by a

mobile phone operator, allowing access to the public
telephone network. By contrast, a cordless telephone
is used only within the short range of a single, private

base station. In addition to telephony, modern
mobile phones also support a wide variety of other

services such as text messaging , MMS, email,
Internet access, short-range wireless
communications (infrared, Bluetooth) business

application, gaming and photography. Mobile
phones that offer these and more general computing
capabilities are referred to as smart phones.

4. Newton built the first practical reflecting telescope

and developed a theory of color based on the
observation that a prism decomposes white light into
the many colors of the visible spectrum. He also

formulated an empirical law of cooling and studied
the speed of sound. In addition to his work on the
calculus, as a mathematician Newton contributed to

OTHER EXERCISE 
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the study of power series generalized the binomial 
theorem to non- integer exponents, and developed 
Newton's method for approximating the roots of a 

function. Newton wrote:" I do not know what I may 
appear to the world, but to myself I seem to have 

been only like a boy playing on the sea-shore, and 
diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother 
pebble or a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the 

great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered before me." 

5. Electronic mail, most commonly referred to as email

or e-mail since 1993, is method of exchanging digital
messages from an author to one or more recipients.

Modern email operates across the Internet or other
computer networks. Some early email systems
required that the author and the recipient both be

online at the same time, in common with instant
messaging. Today's email systems are based on a
store-and-forward models. Email servers accept,

forward, deliver, and store messages. Neither the
users nor their computers are required to be online

simultaneously; they need connect only briefly,
typically to a mail server, for as long as it takes to
send or receive messages. Historically, the term

electronic mail was used generically for any
electronic document transmission.

6. Pollution is the introduction of contaminants into the
natural environment that cause adverse change.
Pollution can take the form of chemical substances

or energy, such as noise, heat or light. Pollutants, the
components of pollution, can be either foreign

substances/energies or naturally occurring
contaminants. Pollution is often classified as point
source or nonpoint source pollution. Air pollution

has always accompanied civilizations. Pollution
started from prehistoric times when man created the
first fire. Pollution became a popular issue after

World War II, due to radioactive fall out from atomic
warfare and testing. Pollution began to draw major

public attention in the United States between the mid
– 1950s  and early 1970s, when Congress passed the
Noise Control Act, the Clean Air  Act, and the

National Environmental  Policy Act.

7. 10 th planet Jiu-Jitsu is   a non-traditional system of

Brazilian Jiu- Jitsu developed by Eddie Bravo.
Victory Belt publishing released three manuals

covering techniques of the 10th Planet system:
Mastering the Rubber Guard, [1] mastering the
Twister, and Advanced Rubber Guard. The first and

third books cover the system's signature rubber
guard, while the second tackles the twister, another
integral position in the system. The books were

written by Eddie Bravo, Glen Cordoza, and Erich 
Krauss. Planet X is the Giversion of 10th Planet Jiu-
Jitsu. In addition to the original 10th Planet 

Headquarters in Los Angels there are over 30 
locations throughout North America. Some are 

established BJJ Training Facilities that have adopted 
the system  as an expansion of the art. In addition to 
these, the style had spread overseas to the UK, South 

Africa, and Sweden and even as far as Melbourne, 
Australia and Seoul, Korea. 

8. A glacier is a persistent body of dense ice that is
constantly moving under its own gravity; it forms

where the accumulation of snow exceeds its ablation
(melting and sublimation) over many years, often
centuries. Glaciers slowly deform and flow due to

stresses induced by their weight, creating crevasses,
seracs, and other distinguishing features. They also
abrade rock and debris from their substrate to create

landforms  such as cirgues and moraines Glaciers
form only on land and are distinct from the much

thinner sea ice and lake ice that form on the surface
of bodies of water. On Earth, 99% of glacial ice is
contained within vast ice sheets in the Polar regions.

But glaciers may be found in mountain ranges on
every continent except Australia, and on a few high- 
latitude oceanic islands.

9. Transport or transportation is the movement of
people, animal and goods from one location to

another. Modes of transport include air, rail, road,
water, cable, pipelie and space.The field can be

divided into infrastructure, vehicles and
operations.Transport is important because it enables
trade between people, which is essential for the

development of civilizations. Transport plays an
important part in economic growth and
globalization, but most types cause air pollution and

use large amounts of land. While it is heavily
subsidized by governments, good planning of

transport is essential to make traffic flow and restrain
urban sprawl.

10. Music and dance are perhaps as old as human kind.
In the classical music they make use  of many

musical instruments. The Brass instruments are
mental instruments.They are sounded by blowing

through mouthpiece and altering tension of lips.E.g
:Trumpet musical instruments played by striking are
called Percussion instruments e.g.: drums,

Xylophone etc. The instruments that are played with
a bow, or plucked are called Stringed instruments.
E.g.: Violin. Woodwind instruments are blown.

traditionally, but not always they are made of wood.
e.g.: flute.
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1. Write an article on “Road Safety” in about 150

words.    (MAY-22)

2. Write a paragraph of about 150 words on the topic

‘the role of school in a student’s life’ (SEP-20

(MDL-2023) 

3. Write a paragraph on your favourite pastime activity

in about 150 words         (MAR-20) (MDL-2023)

4. Write a paragraph on the various reasons for road

accidents in Indian citites.      (JUN-19)

5. Write a paragraph of 150 words on the advantages

and disadvantages of ‘online shopping’

      (MAR-19) 

6. Write a paragraph 200 words on the following : My

ambition in life.                   (MDL) (MAR-23)

7. Write a paragraph on ‘The impact of Computers in

the modern world’            (MDL)

1. my hobby 2. my ambition in life

3. environmental pollution 4. computers

5. the person i like most  6. science a blessing or curse

7. students and politics  8. terrorism

9. punctuality 10. the best teacher of our school

1. Respond to the given advertisement with Bio-

Data. (Write XXX for they spend their life after

retirement from job (Minimum of five exchanges)

(MAR-23) 

(OR) 

Respond to the following advertisements. 

1. Applications are invited for the post of General

Manager – sales from candidates with MBA by a

reputed firm in Tirunelveli. The candidate must have

at least three years of experience in the same field.

The candidate must have fluency in English and

Tamil. Attracted salary may be expected. The

interested candidates may apply to Proprietor,

Maritime Garments, 27 – VBK Market, Madurai – 6

within 10 days with detailed resume.

2. Applications are invited for the post of
Administrator from candidates with MBA by a

reputed Computer firm in Karur. The candidate must
have at least three years of experience in the same
field. The candidate must have fluency in English

and Tamil. Attracted salary may be expected. The
interested candidates may apply to Proprietor,
Global Computers, 18 – KBT Street, Karur – 2

within 10 days with detailed resume.

3. Applications are invited for the post of Agricultural

Officer from candidates with B.Sc / M.Sc
Agriculture by a reputed Agriculture firm in

Namakkal. The candidate must have at least three
years of experience in the same field. The candidate
must have fluency in English and Tamil. Attracted

salary may be expected. The interested candidates
may apply to Proprietor, Amman Gardens, 34, Salem
Main Road, Namakkal – 2 within 10 days with

detailed resume.

4. Applications are invited for the post of Head Nurse
from candidates with B.Sc / M.Sc Nursing by a
reputed Hospital in Chennai. The candidate must

have at least three years of experience in the same

OTHER EXERCISE 

Govt Exam Questions 

Govt Exam Questions 

Wanted 

Salesman 

The applicant should be a graduate with minimum 

three years experience in Textiles. 

Apply with Bio – Data to: 

Royal Pvt. Ltd., 55, Royal Street, Chennai. 

OTHER EXERCISE 
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field. The candidate must have fluency in English 
and Tamil. Attracted salary may be expected. The 
interested candidates may apply to Proprietor, 

Hindustan Hospital, 107 4th Cross Street, Anna 
Nagar, Chennai 10 within 10 days with detailed 

resume. 

5. Applications are invited for the post of System

Admin from candidates with BE computer Science /
B.Tech. IT / B.Sc Computer Science / BCA / MCA
by a reputed Publishing House in Salem. The

candidate must have at least three years of
experience in the same field. The candidate must

have fluency in English and Tamil. Attracted salary
may be expected. The interested candidates may
apply to Proprietor, Hymn Publishers, 27 – Bretts

Road, Salem – 639001 within 10 days with detailed
resume.

6. Applicatiosn are invited for the post of General
Manager – Administration from candidates with

MBA by a reputed Exporters. The candidate must
have at least three years of experience in the same
field. The candidate must have fluency in English

and Tamil. Attracted salary may be expected. The
interested candidates may apply to Proprietor, PKM
Exporters, 27 – VBK Market, Madurai – 6 within 10

days with detailed resume.
7. Applications are invited for the post of Teacher of

English from candidates with M.A., B.Ed by a

reputed School. The candidate must have at least
three years of experience in the same field. The

candidate must have fluency in English and Tamil.
Attracted salary may be expected. The interested
candidates may apply to Principal, SVS Hr. Sec.

School, Amman Nagar, Kalakurichi within 10 days
with detailed resume.

1. Write a letter to the Commissioner of Corporation

complaining about the sanitary conditions or the

street in your locality   (MAY-22)

2. Write a letter to your friend informing him/her that

you would visit her the following week and celebrate

your birthday there    (MAY-22)

3. Write a letter to your cousin describing you school

field trip           (SEP-20) (MDL-2023) 

4. You are Nirav/ Neena Write a letter of complaint to

the inspector of your locality about the theft of your

new mobile phone from your street.

(SEP-20) (MDL-23) 

Hints : - mobile got robbed, ‘Samsung

ultra’ model

- dark street, no street lights.

- Police patrolling required.

5. Write a letter to your cousin describing a music

concert you had attended recently.

    (MAR-20) (MDL-2023) 

6. Write a letter to an eminent writer him to be a

 Chief Guest for the inauguration of your school

Literary Association      (MAR-20)(MDL-2023) 

7. Write letter to the Inspector of Police reporting a

theft in your house.   (JUN-19)

8. Write a letter to the Chief Reservation Supervisor

of Railways requesting him to grant concession for

you educational tour.   (MAR-23)

1. Write a letter to your friend inviting her for the

birthday celebration.
2. Write a letter to your friend congratulating her on

her success in the examination.

3. Write a letter to your friend requesting her to lend
her camera to you.

4. Write a letter to your uncle thanking him for a
birthday gift of Titan watch.

5. Write a letter to your father requesting him to

permit you to join an excursion party.
6. Write a letter to your brother who is admitted in a

hospital.

7. Letter to your headmaster requesting leave for three
days.

8. To the police commissioner complaining about the
loud speaker nuisance in your area.

9. Letter to your Headmaster requesting him to issue

you a Testimonial.
10. Letter to the Manager of a factory asking

permission to visit the factory.

11. A letter to the Book seller ordering some books.
12. A letter to the sports company ordering sports

goods.
13. A letter to the Municipal Commissioner of your

town complaining about the bad condition of your

street.
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