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A Paddy Grain and A Gold Coin

In a heap of paddy stored at a corner

of a house, a gold coin somehow got
mixed. Both of them got introduced
themselves. On seeing the paddy, the
gold coin said, “Somehow, | came to
your side and hence
I have lost my value. My place has to be
somewhat supreme".

On listening to the proud reply, the
paddy mockingly said, “"What does the
supreme place mean, is the sky?

It said, “Dear paddy. I am able to under-
stand your mocking remark. You will get
astonished if I tell you, my significance.
Richest persons give me the respectable
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place in the safe and beautiful boxes."

‘I see!”

“Yes! Even women adore me by wearing
me in their bodies. Not only an individual
who keeps but also the country becomes
prosperous and strong”, said the gold coin
with pride.

“All the points of prestige that you
mentioned are because of me only”, said
the paddy “How is that?” said the gold
losing its temper.

“No one searches for you when one is
in need of food to fill one’s stomach. You
cannot satiate their hunger. Did anyone eat

— e
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you in the event of hunger? Never. To tell
the truth, you are only seductive. You are
only the omamental thing moving from
one person to another. Only after | perma-
nently reach the man, he gets interested in
you. Thus, I said that I was the only reason g
for your fame. My nature is that I sacrifice
myself for the life of others. If you have this
quality in you, you are also eligible for
being adored. Do you have? Answer me?
said the paddy. i
On listening to the paddy, the gold

became speechless without any answer

- Kavignar T.P.Perumal

-Translated by Meenakshi D
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