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etter No.218/GL-1/2024-1, dated 24.01.2024

' A
N o LA 55‘:\% 005058 @M
Deputy gvernment, %Q\)

To
The Director of School Education, Chennai - 6. (w.&)
The Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Text Book and Educational Services Carporation,

Chennai-6.(w.e)

The Chairman, Teachers Recruitment Board, Chennai-6. (w €)

The State Project Director, Samagra Shiksha Chennai-6. (w.€)

The Director of Elementary Education Chennai-6. (w.€)

The Director of Private Schaols, Chennai-b, {w.e)

The Director of Non-Formal and Adult Edueation, Chennal-6. {w.e)

The Director of State Councll of Educational Research and Training, Chennal-6.(w.e)
The Director of Government Examinations Chennai-6. (w.e)

The Director of Public Libraries, Chennai-2. (w.€)

SyriMadam,

Sub:  Elections - Model Code af Conduct — Instructions far Bye-election of
Parllamentary | Assembly Constituency — Election Commission's
instructions — Communicated regarding,

Ref: From the Principal Secretary to the Government, Public (Elections I}
Deparlment, Chennai-9, Letter No 161/2024-1, dated 17,01 2024

| am directed ta enclose herewith a copy of the relerence cited along with its
entlosure for information and to take necessary action

Yours faithfully,
QN e
Ay lde

for Deputy Secretary (o Government.

_—
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_:J\‘,f’\ Letter No.161/2024-1, Dated: 17.01.2024.

Eh .L,G From

Thiru Satyabrata Sahoo, LA S,
Chiefl Electoral Officer &
Principal Sceretary to Government.

PUBLIC (ELECTIONS.III] DEPARTMEN1
SECRETARIAT, CHENNAI-600 009.

To
All Additional Chiel Sccretaries /
Principal Sccretaries / Scorctaries Lo Government,
Departments of Seeretarial, Chennail - 600 009,
(Including Law & Legislative Assembly Secretariat)

The Director General of Police, Tamil Nadu, Chennai-4.
All District Election Officers.
The Colleetnr of Chennai District.

The Director of Information and Public Relations,
Secretariat, Chennai-600 009,
(with enclosure to all)

Sir / Madam,

Sub: ELECTIONS - Model Code of Conduct - Instructions for
Bye-clection of Parliamentary/Assembly Constitucncy -
Election Comimission’s instructions - Communicated,

Ref: From the Election Commission of India, New Delhi, letler
N0.437 /6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC /2024 (BYE ELECTIONS)/237,
dated 02.01.2024.

SRS

I am directed to invite yvour attention to the reference ecited wherein,
the Election Commission of India has stated that the Commission has
issuecd various mstractons rom tume to bme on observance of code ol
conduct during bye-clections. The Election Commission has stated that
following are the consolidated instruclions in supersession of all the
instructions issucd:-

I. Enforcement of MCC:

(i) In_case the constituency is comprised (n_ State Capital/ Metropolitan

Cities/ Munieipal Corporation, then aforesaid instructions would be

applicable 1n the area of concerned Constituency onfy.

(i} In case of a district in which Corporation/ Metrof Munivipal Corporation
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(iii) In_all other cases the MCC would be enforced in the entire district{s)

covering the Constituency going for bye election(s).

(iv] The above instructions shall cover the district in which all or

maximum number of polling stations of constituency going Lo bye-
clection arc located. For the distriet(s) with number of polling
slations less than 10% of the total pelling stations of the
constituency concerned, the instructions would be applicable only
in the area under jurisdiction of those polling stations. However, it
must be ensured that the other instractions regarding deployment
of staff, ete., are strictly observed tn all districts irrespective of

number of polling stations situated therein.

Further, it is advised that the political partics not to organize any
political activities directly related Lo the bye-elections cven in the
arcas adjoining the district/ constituency where the bye-clection
are being held. The District Election Officers coneerned will ensure
that the MCC instructions and COVID guidelines relating to the
norms of social distancing are followed in the districts adjoining o

the poll going district/consttuency.

I1. Publishing of Advertisements:

The

releasc/ publishing of advertiscments during the period  of

operation of Model Code of Conduct in connection with bye-clections would

Le repulated as lollows:-

{i)

(i1}

Tl o e Ly i

Advertisement of general nature in conneclion with speeific
oceasions ol  importance may be published. However, such
publishing shall be restricted to the dates comnciding with the
special vecasion only, and it shall not be published on other days.
The advertisemenl shail not bear photographs of any Minister and

other political flunctionaries,

No advertisement having any specific/pointed reference  or
connotation to the areas covered by the bye-elecuon
constituencivs shall be releasced/ published on any date during Lhe
period.

ik fm mTaalET et tlhamd o= - - = . " v = - -8 - &



@L III. Tours of Ministers:

During bye-clections from any constituencies, either Parliamentary or

Assemblies, the following restrictions are applicable with regard o the Llours

ol Ministers:-

(i)

fi1)

(i1i)

Further,

All Ministers, whether Central or State; shall not ¢combine in any
manner  their official lours with election work afller  the
announcement ol the bye-clections, All and any visits o the
district(s) where bye-clection is being held and where Model Code
ol Conducl is, therelore, in force, have to be completely private in

nature.

In case where a Minister travelling on official work transils
through the district(s] where the bye-election is being held enroute
to any other district on official visit, he shall not attend 1o any

political waork,

No official of any rank of the district(s) where the bye-election is
being held, shall be ealled to attend any mecting by any Minister
in any district, that is o say, even in other districts where election

1s not being held.

it is clarified that the Ministers or persons holding

equivalent rank/status cannot combine their official visit with

campaign by enrouting their journey for official purposes to a place

where MCC is not in force and then proceeding from that place to the

area where MCC is in force for election campaign. In case it is done,

the entire journey expense shall be treated as election expense.

IV. Transfer/Posting of Officers:

1. Bye-election to the Assembly Constituency {ies]):

(1.1) The Commission, in supersession of existing instructions; has decided

that no officer connected directly with the conduct of Bye-elections,

should be allowed to continue in the present posting within the

Assembly Constituency himts:-

(i) 1 she/he is posted in her/ his home Assembly



{ity If she/he has completed three years during last four
years or would be completing 3 years on or before the
last day ol the sixth month from the date of occurrence
ol the casual vacancy.

Such officers shall be shifted oul of the Assembly

Constituency limit.

(1.2) (i) These instruclions cover Returning Qifficers and Assistant

Returning Officers of the Assembly Constituencics going for byc-
clections. These instructions will also cover other officers vie
Deputy/Assistant  Collectors, Sub-Divisional  Magistrates,
Tehsildars and Block Development Officer located in Asscrmbly

Constituency Limits.

It is however clarified that officers appointed as Sector Officers,
though directly involved in election duties will not be coverced
under these instructions as their duties are such that they are
deployed in field dutics where their knowledge of  the
area/terrain is crucial to Lheir eflective performance, The CEQ,
DEO and RO should, however, kecp a close watch on them
during the election period to ensure thal Lther performange is

strictly impartial.

(1) As far as ollicer in the Police Department are concerned, these

(1.3)

mstructons shall be applicable to the Sub-Divisional Head of
Police, Dy.5Ps/Circle Officers, Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors or
equivalent ranks posted in the field within the Assembly

Constituency Limit.

The Commission [urther desires that a detailed review may,
therefore, be undertaken and all such officers be posted out of
their home constituency limits where they have completed or
will complete, on the aloresaid date, tenure of three years in
Assembly constituency limit out of the last four vears,
immediately, Further, for uniformity, the three year period shall

be reckoned backwards from the last day of the sixth month as




li*- [T E Bye-election to the Parliamentary Constitucncy (ies):

(2.1) The Commission, n supersession ol existing instructions, has decided

that no officer connected directly with the conduct of Byc-clections 10

the Parliamentary Constituency going for bye-election, shall be

allowed to continue in the present posting withm the Parliamentary

Constituency limits:

(i) If she/he is posted in her/his home district within the
concerned Constitueney limit;

(ii) 1 sh¢/he has completed three years during lasl four years or
would be completing 3 years on or before the last day of the

sixth month from the date of occurrence of the casual vacancy.

Such officers shall be shifted out of the Parliamentary

Constituency limit.

(2.2) (i) These instructions cover Returning Officers and Assistant

Returning Officers of the Parliamentary Constituencies going for
byc-clections, These instructons will cover only that I[hsirct
Glection Officer who is designated as Returning Officer. Other
District Election Officers, even il some part of their districl falls in
the Parliamentary Constituency going for byve-elections shall nol
be covered under these instructions. The instructions will however
cover other officers viz. Additional Collector, Addivonal Distrnct
Magistrate, Deputy Collectors, Assistant Collectors, Sub-Divisional
Magistrates, Tehsildars and Block Development Officer located in

Parliamentary Conslituency Limit,

It is hewever clarified that officers appointed as Sector Officers,
thouph directly invelved in clection duties will not be covered
under these instruclions as their duties are such that they are
deployed in field duties where their knowledge of the area/ lerrain
is erucial to their effective performance. The CEO, DEO and RO
shotild, however, keep a close watch on them during the clection

period to ensure that their performance 1s strictly impartal




i (iij As far as officer in the Police Department are concerned, these
inatructions shall be applicable to the Superintendent of Police
loeated in the District whose District Election Officer s also Lhe
Returning Officer. Other Superintendent of Police, even if some
part of their district falls in the Parliamentary Constituency going
[or bye-elections shall not be covered under thesc instrucuons.
These instruction will however cover Additional 87, Sub-Divisional
Head of Police, Dy.SPs/Circle Officers, Inspectors; Sub-Inspectors
or cquivalent ranks posted in the ficld within the Parliamentary

Constituency Limit.

(2.3} The Commission further desires that a detailed review may, Lherefore,
be undertaken and all such officers be posted out of their home
constituency lirnits where they have completed or will complete, on the
aforesaid date, tenure of three years in Assembly constituecncy limit
oul of the last four years, immediately. Further, for uniformity, the
three year periad shall be reckoned backwards from the last day of the

sixth month as menboned at para 2.1(n).

3. The Commission also desires that the officers/officials agansl
whom Commission has recommended disciplinary action or who have been
charged for any lapse in any clection or elections related wark in the past,

shall not be assigned any clecton related duty.

4. The Commission [urther desires that no olficer/oflicial against
whom a eriminal case is pending in any Court of Law be associated with the

clection work or election related duty.

5. The Commission has in the past received complamts that while the
State Government transfers officials in the above categorics in pursuance of
the direction issued by the Commission, the individuals try to cireumvent
the objective by proceeding on leave and physically not moving out of the
district from which they stand translerred. The Commission has viewed this
seriously and desires that all such officials who stand transforred in
pursuance of the instructions referred to above shall be asked to move

physically oul of the district from which they stand transferred immediately




6. Normally, bye-election is held to fill up a casual vacancy within a
period of six menths from the date of oceurrence of vacancy (excepting a
situation beyond control of the Commission). Henee, it would be advisable ir
the Statc Government initiates steps for implementation of these guideline
immediately after occurrence of a casual vacancy in a constituency so that

last moment dislocation of officers can be avoided.

7. Any officer who is due to retire within coming six months will be
exempted from the purview of the above-mentioned directions of the
Commission. Further officers [alling in category thome/3+ eriteria) shall no|
be engaged for performing election duties during the elections, il they arc

due Lo retire within 6 monthe,

While implementing this pr.}lit:y’ the DEOQ/RO should take care that in
case of deployment of any officer from outside (he conslitucney for any
clection related duty, shall also conform to the transler policy of the

Commission.

V. Announcement of D.A.-

The Commission has decided thal announcement of DA, by the State
Government may be donc as a routine affair but it should not be

publicized as the Government's achievernent.

VI. Promises made by the Ministers/sitting MPs/MLAs on

religious /communal grounds in those areas where MCC is not in

force:

It has come to the notice of the Commission that during the Bye-
clections, the parly in power as well as the sitting MPs/MLAs tend to
make promises/appeals on religious/communal grounds in thosc
parts of the districts/areas in their State/UT where Model Code of
Conduet (MCC) is not in operation so as Lo avoid the violation of MCC.
This has, however, indeed far-reaching implicalions as it would
certainly  influcnce  the minds of eleclors of the Assembly
Cunﬁl_itucncyg’I’arlimnnntﬂry Constitueney where the bye election(s) is
going on and, thus, vitate the [rece and fair clections in  thai

Constitueneculiss)




In view of the above, it is directed thal as soon as Bye- election(s) o
any Assembly  Constituency/Parliamentary  Constituency  is
announced in a State/UT, the CEO conecerned shall issuc an advisory
to all the recognized political parties in the State/UT to request their
Ministers and sitting MPs/MLAs notl to make promises or statements
on religious or communal ground even in arcas where MCC Is not in
foree and during the Bye-elections period so that the purity of clection
process 1s maintained and no 1ll feeling is generated among the
general public which is essential [ur conducive atmosphere lor

conducting Iree and fair elections.
A copy of the Election Commission's letter cited i1s enclosed.

8. | am directed o request that the Election Commission's above
mstructions are brought to the notice of all Heads of Departments and all
other officials under your contrel for strict comphance during Lhe

bye-clections.
Yours faithfully,

HO g Kt .

for Chiel Electora Elﬂ‘c.,r.r &
Principal Secretary to Government.

Copy to:- ﬁi
The Chiel Secretary to Government, 4\\'}’1’1‘{
Secrctariat, Chennai-600 004, (w.c.) \ '

[Far kind information/
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f'i*'a,iﬁ SECRETARIAT QF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
K ffaraa #ga, 3@ U, A% Res-10001
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi- 110001

No. 437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024 (BYE ELECTICINS] s Dated: 27 January, 2024
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‘_//ﬁi}l The Chief Electaral Officers
of all States and Union Territaries, \;\_“ﬂ,“;—;:ﬁw ;/

—
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Subject:- Model Code of Conduct - Instruction- Bye-election of Parliamentary/Assembly Constituency
— Regarding.

Reference:; Commission’s instructions:
(i) No. 437/6/INST/2016-CCS dated 29.06.2017 AT Chvat g e
(if) No. 437/6/1/ECI/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2017, dated 18.01.201 nr:cri’:ﬁt‘t.r!.‘l;"f'.;-’I'_'n_“.-'.'['-ru-.,-,._
(i) No. 437/6/MISC/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2019, dated 14.1{12&197 '
()  No.437/6/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2021, dated 21.10.2021 05 JAN 2004
(v} No.437/6/INST-2013/CCRBE, dated 25.06.2013 T
(vi)  No. 437/6/1/2014 dated 16.08.2014, and Sl
(vii}  No. 437/6/1/2016-CCS, dated 21.04.2016

Madam/Sir,
The Commission has issued wvarious instructions from time ta time on observance of code of
conduct during bye-elections. Following are the consclidated instructions in supersession of all the

instructions issued vide letters listed above:

| Enforcement of MCC

{i) In_case the constituency is comprised in State Capital/Metropolitan Cities/Municipal

Corporations, then aforesaid instructions would be applicable in the area of concerned

Constituency only,

(i} In_case of a district in which Corporation/ Metro/Municipal Carporation is located, MCC

would be enforced in the particular Assembly Constituency Segment only and not in the whole of

the district.




o

]

In all other cases the MCC would be enforced in Lhe entire district{s] coverir: Wt“

Constituency going for bye-election(s).

(iv)

The above instructions shall cover the district in which all or maximum number of polling

stations of constituency going to bye-election are located, For the district(s) with number of

polling stations less than 10% of the total paolling stations of the constituency concerned, the

nstructions would be applicable only in the area under jurisdiction of those palling stations

However, it must be ensured that the ather instructions regarding deployment of staff, etc, are

strictly obiserved in all districts irrespective of number of polling stations situated therein.

(v)

Further, it is advised that the political parties not to arganize any palitical activities

directly related to the bye-elections even in the areas adjoining the district/constitueéncy whera

the bye-election are being held, The District Election Officers concerned will ensure that the MCC

instructions and COVID guidelines relating to the norms of social distancing are followed in the

districts adjoiming to the poll going district/constituency.

Publishing of Advertisements

The ralease /publishing of advertisements during the period of operation of Model Code of

Conduct In connection with bye-elections would be regulated as follows: -

i)

i

Advertisement of general nature in connection with specific occasions of importance may
be published, However, such publishing shall be restricted to the Jates coinciding with the
special occasion only, and it shall not be published on other days. The advertisement shall
not bear photographs of any Minister and other political functionaries.

No advertisement having any specific/pointed reference or connotation to the areas
covered by the bye-election constituenoies shall be released/published on any date during

the period.

Further, it is clarified that no new schemes should be advertised in the districts where the

bye-election is being conducted.

Tours of Ministers

During bye elections from any constituencies, either Parliamentary or Assemblics, the

following restrictions are applicable with regard to the tours of Ministers:-

(I} All Ministers, whether Central or State, shall not combine in any manner their official tours

with election wark after the announcement ol the bye elections. All and any visits ta the



)

= district(s! whera Bye-election jg being held and where Made| Code of Conduct s, therefore

‘:‘ in force, have to be I:Umpietei'y' private in nature.

lil) In case where 3 Minister travelling on official work transits through the district(s) where the
bye-election js being helr en foute to any other district on official visit, he shall nat attend
to any palitical work,

(i} No official of any rank of the district(s) where the bye-election s being held, sha) be callad
to attend any meeting by any Minister in any district, that IS to say, even in other districts

where electicn is not being held.

pPlace where MCC is nat in force and then P oteeding from that place to the area where McC is in
force for election cﬂrﬁpnfgn. In case it is done, the entire journey expense sholl he treated ns

election expense,

v, Tran;fer{Pasting of Officers

1. Bye-election to tho Assembly Constituenw (ies);

{(1.1) The Commission, in supersestion of existing Instructions, has decided that no officer
tonnected directly with the conduct of BJ,I'E'-E'IECEEGHS, should he Aowed to continue in the present
Posting within the Assembly Cansriruencr Irmits:-

(i) If she/he is Posted in her/his home Assembly tfn::sn:‘atimemztr.r limit;

(i} If she/he has completed three years duiing last four years or would pe completing 3
YEArs on or before the jact day of the sixth maonth from the date of otturrence of the casyal

vacancy,

(1.2} {i) These instructions cover Returning Officers and Assistant Returning Officers of the
Assembly Constituencies Boing for bye-elections, These instructions will also cover other officars
viz. Deputy/Assistant Collectors, Sub-Divisianal Magistrares, Tehsildars and Block Development
Officer lacated in Assentbly Consrituuncv Limits

It is however clarified that officers appointed as Sector Officers, though directly invalved in
election duties will not be covered under these Mstructions as their duties are such that they sre
deployed in fiald duties where their knewledge of the area/terrain is cryucial to their effectiye
performance, The CEO, DEO and RO should, however, keep 3 close watch on them during the

election period to ensyre that their perforinance is stricths imem.- .




