
Verbs

Finiteverbs:

Afiniteverbworkswiththesubjectofasentencetogiveasenseofcompleteness.Therefore,itisoften

themain

Verbinasentence.Itindicatesthetense(past,present,future),person(first,second,third)andnumber

(singular,plural)

Inasentence.

Non-finiteverbs:

Anon-finiteverbhasnosubject,tenseornumber.Itonlyfunctionsastheinfinitive(precededbyto),the

gerund

(withtheinflexion–ingor–edor–en).Non-finiteverbsarealsocalledincompleteverbs,theycannotbeused

independentlyinasentence.

TypesofNon-finiteverbsare:

1.Infinitives

2.BareInfinitives

3.Participles

4.Gerunds

INFINITIVES

Aninfinitiveisanon-finiteverbthatisprecededbyto.Forexample,todo,tospeak,todiscuss,toeatandto

help.

Examples:

Doyouwishtoeatyoursuppernow?

Icameheretodiscussthematterwithyou.

 Aftercertainverbswecanuseinfinitive.Theyare

Decided

Ex:Hedecidedtoleaveearly

Agreed

Ex:Sheagreedtogiveapresentationatthemeeting
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Ex:Sheaskedtoleaveearly

Someverbscantakeanobjectbeforethe‘to’,sowecanchoosetosay

Ex:Sheaskedhim toleaveearly

Plan

Ex:Sheplanstobuyanewflatbynextyear

Hope

Ex:Ihopetopasstheexam

Learn

Ex:Theyarelearningtosing

Want

Ex:Iwanttocometotheparty

Wouldlike

Ex:Iwouldliketoseehertonight

Promise

Ex:Wepromisednottobelate

Pleased

Ex:She’spleasedtohaveanewjob

Aftermanyadjectives:

Happy

Ex:I’m happytoseeyou

Right

Ex:Shewasrighttoleaveearly

Wrong

Ex:Theywerewrongtospendsomuchmoney

Careful

Ex:Theteacherwascarefultospeakclearly

Lucky

Ex:Hewasluckytosurvivethecrash

Likely
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Ex:It’slikelytosnowtonight

Toshowpurpose

Weoftenuse‘toinfinitive’tosaywhywedosomething

Ex:IcametoLondontostudy

Iwenthometohavelunch

BAREINFINITIVES

Theinfinitivethatisusedwithoutthetoiscalledabareinfinitive.Bareinfinitivesfollowalltherulesthat

ordinary

Infinitivesfollow.

Weusebareinfinitives:

 Aftermodalauxiliariessuchasshall,will,should,would,can,may,could,might,must.

Examples:

Imustgonow

Youcanborrowthisbook

 Afterverbssuchasbid,feel,hear,know,let,make,see,watch,help.

Examples:

Theteachersawhim climbupthestairs

Heheardhim speakveryloudly

Ifeltsomethingslippastme

Thenewspaperwouldhaveusbelievethatmusicisapartofartsandentertainment

ThejailorletMessiaencomposemusicintheprison

Thespeakermadetheparentsrealisetheimportanceofmusic

 Afterhadbetter,wouldrather,soonerthan,ratherthan.

Examples:

Youhadbetterarriveontime.

Seemawouldratherclimbthestairsthantakelift

 Afterthanandbut(whenbutmeansexcept)

Examples:

Shedidnothingbutstudytheentireday.

Themechanicdidmorethanrepair
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 Afterverbssuchasdareandneedinnegativesentences

Examples:

Idarenotlookintoyoureyes

Youneednotthinkaboutme.

Inpositivesentences,theinfinitive(withtoisusedaftertheverbdareandneed.

Examples:

Idaretolookatyoureyes

Youneedtothinkaboutyourhealth

Gerunds

Gerundsareverbsin–ingform.Thegerundhasthesameform asthepresentparticiple,butthe

gerund

Actsasanoun

 Weusegerundaftercertainverbs

enjoy,fancy,discuss,dislike,finished,mind,suggest,recommend,keep,

Avoid,hate,like,about,v+ed

Examples:

Ienjoyreading

Ifancyseeingafilm tonight

Wediscussedgoingonholidaytogether

Idislikewaitingforbuses

We’vefinishedpreparingforthemeeting

Idon’tmindcomingearly

Hesuggestedstayingatthegrandhotel

Theyrecommendedmeetingearlier

Hekeptworkingalthoughhefelt

Sheavoidedtalkingtoherboss

 Wecanuseitinsteadofanoun

Examples

Smokingisn’tallowedhere

Swimmingisverygoodexercise
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