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PUBLIC EXAM QUESTION PAPERS

PUBLIC EXAM - MARCH 2023

Time Allowed : 3.00 Hours           Maximum Marks: 90
PART‑	I

Answer	all	the	questions.																																																																																													 	 	 							20x1=20
Choose	the	most	appropriate	synonyms	of	the	underlined	words	in	the	following	sentences.
1. One is liable to put in too much milk..
 a. eager    b. likely   c. forced   d. certain 
2. ……. Anna would say with an impudent smile.
 a. disrespectful   b. indifferent   c. ungrateful   d. misleading 
3. … the end of such liberty would be universal chaos. 
 a. confusion   b. mystery   c. failure   d. destruction 
Choose	the	most	appropriate	antonyms	of	the	underlined	words	in	the	following	sentences.
4. We can’t appreciate light if we haven’t known darkness. 
 a. reduce    b. forget  c. neglect   d. condemn
5. There he was sitting in splendour on chair.
 a. dejection  b. simplicity   c. shame  d. laziness 
6. In those days, they didn’t have sophisticated heart surgery.
 a. critical    b. arti�icial   c. primitive    d. dangerous 
7. Replace the underlined idiom with its suitable meaning. Raja betrayed his friend to save his skin. 
 a. avoid allergic reaction     b. protect himself from dif�iculty
 c. help his suffering family    d. receive a coveted award
8. Choose the suitable meaning for the idiom found in the following sentence.
 The Finance Department should get the ducks in a row before the audit.
 a. be well‐connected b. be well‐trained  c. be well‐advanced  d. be well‐organized 
9. Choose the word that can be placed after the word “wind” to form a compound word.
 a. craft   b. pane   c. brake  d. screen
10. The epic poem ‘Paradise Lost’ is considered as John Milton’s magnum opus.
 The foreign phrase ‘magnum opus’ means the author’s ________
 a. most forgotten composition   b. most important work
 c. most translated epic    d. most criticized document
11. Fill in the blank with the suitable prepositional phrase. 
 _______ Gandhiji, Ahimsa means in�inite love.
 a. In connection with b. Except for  c.   On behalf of  d. According to
12. Choose the appropriate linker and complete the sentence.
 I could not attend the party ______ I had to take care of my ailing mother.
 a. although   b. until   c. otherwise  d. because
13. Replace the British English word with its equivalent in American English.
 Ramesh lifted the car’s bonnet to check the engine.
 a. trunk   b. Hoot   c. Hood   d. Boot 
14. Replace the underlined word with a suitable phrasal verb.
 The meeting was postponed as the chairman was on an of�icial tour.
 a. put away   b. put off  c. put out  d. put on
15. Choose the word that has been spelt correctly.
 a. existance   b. espionage   c. repurcussions d. technicallity     
16. Identify the correct combination of the word “sunlight”.
 a. Adjective + Verb  b. Gerund + Verb c.   Adverb + Noun d. Noun +  Noun
17. Form a new word by adding a suitable ‘pre�ix’ to the underlined word.
 Today, I am certainly the most partial judge in England.
 a. im   b. un   c. in   d. de 
18. Choose the expansion of the abbreviation IMF.
 a. Indian Mountaineering Foundation  b. Indian Medical Foundation  
 c. International Military Force   d. International Manpower Force
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PUBLIC	MARCH	‑	2023

PART	‑	I	

1.  b. likely 2.  a. disrespectful 3.  a. confusion 4.  d. condemn 

5.  b. simplicity 6.  c. primitive      7.  b. protect himself from difficulty 8.  d. be well ‐ organised

9.  d. screen 10.  b. most important work 11.  d. According to 12. d. because 

13.  c. Hood 14.  b. put off 15.  b. espionage 16.  d. Noun+Noun

17. a. im       18. a. Indian Mountaineering Foundation   19.  a. shall we 20.  d. champion

PART‑II		‑	SECTION	‑	1

21.  a. The soldiers                                                 b. Mowers / people who trim grass
22. a. Second stage of life/school boy                b. Simile                                                                         
23. a. Helps the world to bring changes             b. Transferred epithet / Personification
24. a. The Casuarina tree                           b. Crimson ‐ Clusters
25. a. Three long years                                  b. To find out new world and gain knowledge / Knowledge 
26. a. Napoleon's action                                          b. Eyebrow inclined downward / Napoleon is anxiously waiting
       for the result of the war / seriousness

SECTION	‑	2

27. Raju said that he had been playing tennis the whole morning.
28. They / He / She / You did not invite me to the party. (OR) Nobody / No one / None invited me to the party
29. You do / Do these exercises regularly or/or else/otherwise/else/lest you will not recover.  (OR)  You must 
/should do these exercises regularly or/or else/ otherwise/else/lest you will not recover.                                                 
30. When the work was over, we went home / We went home when the work was over.

PART	‑	III				SECTION	‑	1

31. The Castle ‐ Edwin Muir    32. All the world's a Stage ‐ William Shakespeare
33. A Father to His Son ‐ Carl August Sandburg

SECTION	‑	2

34. Helped the boys by taking them in his car to Poleta / Dropped the boys at Poleta in his car
35. The business of living is the celebration of being alive / What we have lost is not important . What is 
important is what you have left.
36. Suganthi put her baby on the chair. From only then on the children sat on the chair without fear.

SECTION	‑	3

37. a. soul    b. swallow    c. invention

38. a. I get up at 7 O'clock in the morning. / In the morning, I get up at 7 O' clock.                     
b. Discipline is the most essential virtue, one should acquire when young.

 c. I solemnly pledge myself to consecrate my life to the service of humanity. / I myself solemnly    
           pledge / pledge solemnly to consecrate my life to the service of humanity.

40.  a. Kodaikanal             b. Trichi  (Trichy)                            c. Chennai, Trichi (Trichy) and Madurai

PART	‑	IV	

46. a. i. Usha is not only a writer but also	an orator.     

           ii. Though she is weak, she is active. / She is weak but she is active.                                

           iii. The bus conductor gave me a one rupee coin.                                                           

           iv. Children prefer sweets to snacks.           

           v. Pradeep is my cousin.     (OR)                           

        b. i. peace /piece        ii. dare                      iii. saw                         iv. Shopping
47. b. i. Timber Harvesting        ii. For building houses /making furniture/ providing pulp for paper products                                                                         
            iii. To extract the valuable timber              iv. 30%            v. Timber / Trees / Forests
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