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FOREWORD

This Mercy English guide has been prepared to motivate the students to 
involve themselves enthusiastically in the learning process. It has been 
created in accordance with the latest guidelines and the Question Pattern 
set by the Department of School Education, Govt. of Tamil Nadu.

The book is divided into 2 parts. The first part deals with Prose, Poetry 
and Supplementary Reader. It has summaries, short questions, paragraph 
questions from the text. The Second part is devoted to a lot of important 
textual and non-textual questions. The Questions and answers in Part I and 
Part II are based on the Question Paper model. 

We are glad to present a neat, comprehensive and exhaustive guide based 
on the Departmental Model paper to help the students prepare themselves 
for the examination in a systematic manner and score maximum marks 
in the examination. To enhance the language skills of students, numerous 
worked out examples have been given.

The authors, with rich experience in teaching English and with command 
over language, have meticulously chiselled this book with great dedication, 
keeping in mind the students’ learning needs. We are confident that this 
book will be a true companion to the students. 

We express our profound gratitude to the erudite author  
Mr. G. V. Chandrasekharan for his untiring efforts to bring out this book 
in time. We are pleased to register our sincere gratitude to the editors 
Mr. V. Bhoopalan and P. Maydhini for editing and pruning the entire work 
meticulously. 

We appeal to the teachers and students to offer their valuable and construvtive 
suggestions and criticism for further enrichment of this book.

-  Publisher
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UNIT - 1 / Prose

1. Two Gentlemen of Verona
( A. J. Cronin)

About the Author 
Archibald Joseph Cronin (1896 -1981) was a Scottish novelist, dramatist and physician. 

A doctor by training, Cronin was one of the most renowned storytellers of the twentieth 
century. Many of his stories have emerged from his medical career and are noted for their 
narrative skill, deep social conscience and finely drawn characters. Cronin’s books were not 
only bestsellers but some of them (such as The Citadel and The Keys of the Kingdom) were 
made into successful films and were adapted for radio and television. His novel a Country 
Doctor was adapted for a long running BBC radio and TV series.

Summary

Introduction :
A.J.Cronin has explained the importance of dedication towards relationships in this story. 

He has portrayed the idea of ‘selfless help’. The story revolves round two young brothers Nicola 
and Jacopo. They do many odd jobs to earn money. Their sister suffers from tuberculosis of the 
spine. They work hard only to pay for their her treatment.

They spend very little on their food and dress. They are true gentlemen in the real sense. 
they don’t reveal their sufferings or sacrifices to anybody. They suffer in silence as true heroes. 
They don’t expect any one’s sympathy.

The intimacy with the boys :
The narrator encounters the two brothers selling strawberries. He buys them. This is the 

first step of intimacy of the narrator with the boys. The narrator finds the boys shining shoes 
in public square. He develops a soft corner for them. He finds them innocent, pleasant and 
earnest. They are also found selling newspapers at midnight. The author respects them as they 
are found working from dawn to midnight

Unassuming honest brothers :
When the narrator offered them help, they only requested him to give them a lift in 

his car to a nearby village Poleta. The boys got down and asked him to wait for a while. They 
promised to come back within an hour.

The little sister :
Inquisitiveness led the narrator to follow them to find the boys talking to a young lady of 

twenty years in a hospital. He learnt from the nurse that their father was killed in a war. Their 
elder sister was suffering from Tuberculosis of the spine. The brothers were doing all kinds of 
tasks to earn money to pay for her expensive treatment.

Conclusion :
The war had not destroy their spirit. They were working hard to save their sister. This 

story explains ‘All that glitters is not gold’ and that appearances are deceptive. They kept the 
sorrow in their heart but put up a brave face.
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 7

Warm up - ÝòˆîIì™

Life is full of ups and downs. It has pleasant surprises as well as rude shocks. Nevertheless, 
every incident offers a lesson for us to learn and evolve into better individuals.
 Mention some unexpected challenges or adversities one could face in life.

Sudden loss of power

On set of serious diseases

Patience

Bravery

Perseverance

Bravery

Loss of job

Sudden loss of health

What qualities do you think one should possess to handle hardships and

overcome them?

õ£›‚¬è

õ£›‚¬è, ãŸøˆî£›¾èœ G¬ø‰î¶; ñA›„C I‚è MòŠ¹èÀ‹, ªè£´¬ñò£ù ÜF˜„CèÀ‹ 

ªè£‡ì¶. ÜŠð® Þ¼‰¶‹ åšªõ£¼ Gè›¾‹ ï£‹ èŸÁ‚ªè£œ÷ åšªõ£¼ ð£ìˆ¬îˆ î¼A¡ø¶. 

«ñ½‹, Cø‰î îQïðó£è ñ£ø„ ê‰î˜Šðˆ¬î»‹ ÜO‚A¡ø¶. 

 Mention some unexpected challenges or adversities one could face in life.
Surround by Thieves Getting struck in a storm

Turning of the mobile phone and the card at the 
meeting

Rescuing friends drowning in the 
river

 å¼õ˜, î‹ õ£›‚¬èJ™ âF˜ªè£œÀ‹ âF˜ð£ó£„ êõ£™èœ Ü™ô¶ Þ‚è†´èœ (èwìƒèœ ) 

CôõŸ¬ø‚ °PŠH´è.

F¼ì˜è÷£™ ÅöŠð´î™ ¹òL™ C‚A‚ ªè£œÀî™ 

Ã†ìˆF™ Ü¬ô «ðC¬ò»‹, î£Qòƒ° 
Þò‰Fó Ü†¬ì¬ò»‹ Þö‰¶ M´î™

ÝŸP™ Í›°‹ ï‡ð˜è¬÷‚ è£Šð£ŸÁî™

 What qualities do you think one should possess to handle hardships and overcome 
them?
Patience Will - power
perseverance Bravery

 ªð¼ƒèwìƒè¬÷‚ ¬èò£÷¾‹ ÜõŸ¬ø„ ªê£™ô¾‹ å¼õ˜ â¡ªù¡ù °í£Fêòƒ 

è¬÷Š ªðŸP¼‚è «õ‡´‹ âù cƒèœ G¬ù‚A¡l˜?

ªð£Á¬ñ, ñùàÁF, Mì£ºòŸC, ¬îKò‹

Glossary
Words  Meanings  
shrug - raise one’s shoulders slightly and momentarily / «î£œð†¬ì¬ò Ü¬êˆî™

tunic - a loose outer garment without sleeves / ï£ì£ «ð£†ì ¬èJ™ô£î î÷˜‰î 

ÜƒA

slackened - reduced / °¬ø‰î¶

demeanour - appearance and behaviour / «î£Ÿø‹ ñŸÁ‹ ïìˆ¬î

artless - innocent, guideless / ªõ°Oˆîùñ£ù
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8 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

hawk - sell things crying out loudly, going from place to place /
   Þ¼ ê‚èó õ£èùˆF«ô£ ( Ü ) ïì‰«î£ ÃM MŸð¬ù ªêŒî™

deserted - uninhabited, unoccupied / ñQî ïìñ£†ì‹ Þ™ô£î

emigrate - take up citizenship of another country / ñŸø ï£†®Ÿ°Š ¹ô‹ ªðò˜î™

vexation - annoyance / «è£ð‹ / âK„ê™
vestibule - lobby / ï¬ìð£¬î

chatter - a series of short, quick, high - pitched sounds /
   ÜFèñ£ù êˆîˆ¶ì¡ Üó†¬ì Ü®ˆî™

intrude - enter without permission / Þ¬ìÎÁ

rubble - debris, broken bricks.  è†ììˆF¡ Þ®‰î °Mò™ / Þ®ð£´èœ

Synonyms

Word Synonym îIN™

Appeared Seemed «î£¡Pò¶

Artless Innocent, guileless ÜŠð£Mˆîùñ£ù

Beneath Under Ü®J™

Blinked Twinkled è‡ CI†®ò¶

Brisk Active ²Á²ÁŠð£è

Burst out Commenced ªî£ìƒAò¶

Cautious Careful èõùñ£è

Earnest Honest «ï˜¬ñò£ù

Emigrate Take up citizen ship of another country ñŸø ï£†®Ÿ°Š ¹ô‹ ªðò˜î™

Errands Odd jobs â´H® «õ¬ô

Fountain Waterfall ªêòŸ¬è c¼ŸÁ

Frequently Often Ü®‚è®

Greeted Welcomed õó«õŸø™

Hope Trust ï‹H‚¬è

Humanity The quality of  being humane ñQî£Hñ£ù‹

Intrude Enter without permission ÜÂñFJ¡P ¸¬ö

Seriously Extremely bMóñ£ù

Persuaded induced É‡®ù˜

Provoked aroused A÷˜‰ªî¿‰¶œ÷

dwelling places where people live õCŠHì‹

nobility the quality of being good ï™ô, «ï˜¬ñò£ù °íƒèœ

propped rested ê£Œî™
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 9

Antonyms
Appeared - «î£¡Áî™ × Disappeared - ñ¬øî™

artless - Fø¬ñòŸø, ÜŠð£M × Cunning - õ…êèñ£ù

Brisk - ²Á²ÁŠð£è × lazy / idle - «ê£‹«ðPˆîùñ£ù

Cautious - èõùñ£è × Careless - èõùI™ô£î

Companion - ï‡ð¡ × Enemy - âFK

Deserted - ïìñ£†ìI™ô£î × Inhabited - °®J¼ˆî™ 
devotion  - Ü˜ŠðEŠ¹ × Disloyalty - Ü˜ŠðEŠðŸø

Frequently - Ü®‚è® × Seldom - ÜKî£è

Greeted  - õ£›ˆ¶î™ × Cursed - ¬õî™

Hope - ï‹H‚¬è × Despair - Üõï‹H‚¬è 

Maturity - ºF˜„C × Immaturity - ºF˜„CJ¡¬ñ 

Murmured - ºù°î™ × Shouted - èˆ¶î™

Paused - GÁˆ¶î™ × resumed - GÁˆFò ÞìˆFL¼‰¶

Textbook Questions & Answers
1. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences each based on your 

understanding of the story.
a) Who did the narrator meet at the outskirts of Verona? (Sep.-21)
  The narrator met two boys selling strawberries at the outskirts of Verona.
b) Why did the driver not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys?  

 (Sep.-21)
  The driver did not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys due to their 

shabby appearance. They were wearing old and worn - out clothes.
c) The boys did not spend much on clothes and food. Why? (Sep.-22)
  The boys did not spend much on clothes and food because they wanted to save 

money for meeting their sister’s medical treatment.
d) Were the boys saving money to go to the States? How do you know?
  No, the boys were not saving money to go to the States. They told the narrator that 

they would like to go to the states, but they had other plans.
e) Why did the author avoid going to Lucia’s room?
  The author did not like to intrude upon the happy family party of the brothers and 

their sister Lucia.
f) What was Lucia suffering from?
  Lucia was suffering from Tuberculosis of the spine.
g) What made the boys join the resistance movement against the Germans?  

 (PTA - 3)
  The boys hated the germans, as they destroyed their family in the war. So they 

joined the resistance movement against the Germans.
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10 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

h) What made the boys work so hard?
  The boys had to pay for the medical treatment of their sister. So they worked hard.
i) Why didn’t the boys disclose their problem to the author?
  They were devoted to a great and selfless cause. They kept their problem, a secret. 

They were composed though they had suffered inside. So they did not disclose their 
problem.

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each.
a) Describe the appearance of Nicola and Jacopo. (PTA - 1,6, June-23, Sep.-20)
  Nicola wore a worn - out Jersey and cut - off khaki pants. Jacopo wore a shortened 

army tunic. They had brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest eyes. Nicolas was 
13 years old and Jacapo was 12 years old.

b) What   were  the various jobs undertaken by the little boys?
  (Mar.-20, 24, Dept., May-22)
  The little boys sold strawberries on the outskirts of Verona. They polished shoes in 

the public square. They also sold newspapers till midnight. They conducted tourists 
round the town and on errands.

  Their commitment to save money for their sister’s medical treatment made them 
work hard.

c) How did the narrator help the boys on Sunday? (Mar.-23)
  The narrator gave the boys a lift in his car on Sunday to a nearby village Poleta, 

thirty kilometers from Verona where their sister was taking treatment.
d) Who took the author to the cubicle?
  A nurse at the hospital took the narrator to the cubicle. She was pleasant looking 

with steel rimmed spectacles.
e) Describe the girl with whom the boys were talking to in the cubicle.
  The young lady was their sister, who was about twenty years. She was propped up 

on pillows, wearing a pretty lace jacket. Her eyes were soft and tender. She was 
suffering from tuberculosis of the spine.

f) Recount the untold sufferings undergone by the siblings after they were rendered 
homeless.

  The boy’s father, a widower, had been killed in the war. A bomb destroyed their 
home. They were thrown out on the street. They had suffered horribly from near 
starvation and exposure to cold winter. They lived amidst the rubble, having built a 
shelter for themselves. They did odd jobs to save money for their sister’s treatment, 
who was suffering from Tuberculosis.

g) The narrator did not utter a word and preferred to keep the secret to himself. 
Why? Substantiate the statement with reference to the story.

  The narrator observed the brothers. They preferred to keep their problem a secret. 
He appreciated their devotion. So he too wanted to keep everything a secret.
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 11

3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words each.
a) What was the driving force that made the boys do various jobs?

The loving brothers :
Nicola and Jacopo were two young brothers affected by the german war. Their father had 

been killed in the war. Their house was bombed. They had to spend sleepless nights in the cold 
among the rubble. They built a shelter for themselves from the rubble. The pollution and life 
in the open made their sister Lucia to contract tuberculosis of the spine. She was admitted in 
the hospital for treatment.

The sacrifice :
In order to pay for the cost of the treatment, they had to toil hard. They sold strawberries 

at the edge of Verona and polished shoes in the public square. Till the midnight, they sold 
newspapers sacrificing their sleep. They spent the minimum on food and clothes. All these 
stringent measures were to save money for their sister’s treatment.

The driving force :
The only driving force for the brothers to do all kinds of works, minimise their wants and 

save for their sister, was one of love and affection for relationships. They were not deterred by 
their poverty, challenges and adversities. With great determination, they worked hard to save 
their sister.
b) How was the family affected by the war?

The Misfortune :
Nicola and Jacopo were two brothers who lived in Verona. They had a sister by name 

Lucia. Their father had been killed during a war by Germany. In a bomb attack, their house 
was reduced to a rubble. The three siblings had nowhere to go. They were thrown out on the 
street by this calamity. Their father was a widower and a singer. Lucia wanted to become a 
singer. But they had suffered horribly from near starvation and exposure to the cold winter.

Rehabilitation efforts :
For months, they kept themselves alive in a sort of shelter they had built with their 

own hands amidst the rubble. They hated the Germans for their plight. When the resistance 
movement began, secretly they joined it. The war was over. There was peace at last, the brothers 
came back to their sister. Meanwhile, she had contracted tuberculosis of the spine. Thus the 
family was badly affected by the war.
c) Write a character sketch of Nicola and Jacopo. (PTA - 4)

The spirited brothers :
Nicola and Japoco, the brothers in the story ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’ represent the 

true spirit of brave people while facing adverse circumstances. War can destabilise people. It 
tends to break the human spirit. Nicola and Japoco defy the  adversities of war with great grit 
and perseverance. Their undaunted spirit enabled them to survive the war - ravaged economy 
and also treat their sister who had T.B.

Perseverance pays :
Both the brothers worked day and night doing different jobs like selling strawberries 

on the outskirts of Verona, polishing shoes at the public place and selling newspapers till 
midnight. They impoverished themselves spending the bare minimum on their food and 
clothes. They saved money for their sister’s treatment. They also had pride and dignity to keep 
their problems a secret. These traits show the brothers as sacrificing their boyhood joys for 
keeping the relationships lovable and valuable.
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12 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

d) What message is conveyed through the story ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’? (Sep.-22)
Maturity and faith :
War, tragedies and adversities shake the people to the core. A disaster subjects the survivors 

to acid test. In similar circumstances, the two brothers Nicola and Jacopo demonstrated great 
maturity, wisdom and faith. Their defiant spirit had prevented them from succumbing to the 
cruelty of war by Germany.

The misery :
Their father, a widower, was killed in the war. A bomb destroyed their house. They 

had to live among the rubble, exposing themselves to cold and starvation. Their sister Lucia 
contracted Tuberculosis. She had to be treated in a hospital. The young brothers did many odd 
jobs to earn and save for her treatment. They had pride and dignity. So they kept their problem 
a household secret.

The message :
The brothers proved that determination is needed to face any challenge in life. Pride and 

dignity can be preserved even against adversities in life.
e) Justify the title of the story ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’. (Dept., May - 22)

The mature brothers :
War, tragedies and adversities test the character and perseverance of people. Amidst the 

ravages of war Nicola and Jacopo displayed great maturity, wisdom and faith. Their diehard 
nature  prevented them from succumbing to the disastrous impact of war waged by the 
Germans.

Trying circumstances :
Their father had been killed in the war. Their house was reduced to rubble. Their sister 

contracted T.B. of the spine. They had no shelter and work. In the trying circumstances, they 
worked spiritedly. They did all kinds of work to earn money for Lucia’s medical treatment. 
They saved money spending the minimum on their food and dress. Above all, they kept all 
their problems a family secret. The two brothers acted in a commendable manner to keep alive 
relationships with their grit and preseverance. Truly they are the ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’.
f) Adversity brings out the best as well as the worst in people. Elucidate this statement 

with reference to the story. (Sep.-21)
The great determination :
Adversity elicits two kinds of responses. One is surrender to the adversity and the other 

is to face it with grit and perseverance. In this story, the German war killed the father of 
the two young brothers. Their house  was reduced to rubble. They faced the calamity with 
determination. They tried to overcome the difficulties with a resolute mind.

The hardwork :
Nicola and Jacopo lost everything due to war. They had to live without proper shelter.

Their sister contracted T.B. The brothers rose to the occasion. They began to earn  money 
by doing all odd jobs. They were selling fruits, newspapers and polishing shoes. They had 
admitted Lucia in a hospital at Poleta for treatment.

Devotion to relationship :
They had devotion to the relationships and spent the minimum on their own food and 

clothes. They saved money to save their sister. The two gentlemen demonstrated dignity and 
perseverance. They responded with grit to forced adversities like war torn economy and need 
to earn to support sister’s medical treatment. In addition to living against odds, they showed 
devotion to the relationships.
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 13

g) Which character do you like the most in the story and why?

Nicola
A.J.Cronin describes the story of two young boys namely Nicola and Jacopa. Nicola the 

elder boy was 13 and Jacopa the younger one was nearly twelve. Both had equally admirable 
qualities like love for sister, hardwork and dignity in poverty. But I like Nicola more for his 
penchant for keeping personal troubles to himself. This is obvious when Jacopa unwittingly 
disclosed their weekly trip on sundays to Poleta and request to drop them there. Nicola did 
not like the author to peep into their personal misfortune and closely guarded secret of Lucia’s 
medical condition. He did not want anyone to sympathize with their adverse situation in life. 
I like him for his dignity and self - respect amidst adverse conditions in life.

Summary

Introduction :
A.J.Cronin has explained the importance of dedication towards relationships in this 

story. He has portrayed the idea of ‘selfless help’. The story revolves round two young brothers 
Nicola and Jacopo, who do many odd jobs to earn money. They work hard only to pay for their 
sister’s treatment who suffers from tuberculosis of the spine.

They spend very little on their food and dress. They are true gentlemen in the sense, they 
don’t reveal their sufferings or sacrifices to anybody. They suffer in silence as true heroes. They 
don’t expect any one’s sympathy.

The intimacy with the boys :
The narrator encounters the two brothers selling strawberries. Despite his driver’s advice 

against buying them he buys the biggest basket. This is the first step of intimacy of the narrator 
with the boys. The narrator finds the boys shining shoes in public square. He develops a soft 
corner for them. He finds them innocent, pleasant and earnest. They are also found selling 
newspapers till midnight.

Unassuming honest brothers :
When the narrator offered them help they only requested him to give them a lift in his 

car to a nearby village Poleta. The boys got down and asked him to wait for a while. They 
assured to come back within an hour.

The little sister :
Inquisitiveness led the narrator to follow them to find the boys talking to a young lady of 

twenty years in a hospital. He learnt from the nurse that their father was killed in a war. their 
elder sister was suffering from Tuberculosis of the spine. The brothers were doing all kinds of 
tasks to earn money to pay for her expensive treatment.

Conclusion :
The war had not shaken their spirit. They were working hard to save their sister. This 

story explains ‘All that glitters is not gold’ and that appearances are deceptive. They kept the 
sorrow in their heart but put up a brave face.
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14 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

Vocabulary
a) Read the following words taken from the story. Give two synonyms and one antonym 

for each of these words. Use a dictionary, if required.

Word Synonyms Antonym

cautious vigilant watchful careless

disapprove denounce refuse allow

brisk lively alert sluggish

engaging employ appoint dismiss

humble gentle polite impolite

eager anxious keen reluctant

resistance fight struggle compliance

persuade advise induce dissuade

scarce scant deficient plentiful

nobility dignity virtue dishonour
b) Homophones and confusables

What are confusables?
 Confusables are words that are commonly confused with one another in meaning or 

usage because of slight similarities in spelling, pronunciation or meaning.
E.g.: moment - movement, except - expect, human - humane, discover - invent

i) Given below is a list of common confusables. Distinguish the meaning of each pair 
of words by framing your own sentences.

a) emigrate -  immigrate
  Emigrate  :  take up citizenship in another country.
    Anand has emigrated to Australia.
  immigrate  :  enter a foreign area with an intent to live
    He was not allowed to immigrate to Singapore for want of a proper 

visa.
b) beside - besides
  beside  :  by the side of
    There is a temple beside the school.
  besides  :  in addition to
    Besides being a doctor, he is also a singer.
c) judicial - judicious
  judicial  :  pertaining to a court of law
    The court ordered judicial custody of the convict.
  judicious  :  cautious
    You must spend money judiciously.
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 15

d) eligible - illegible
  eligible  :  qualified
    All the eligible candidates were called for an interview.
  illegible  :  not clear
    The student lost marks because of his illeligible hand writing.
e) conscience - conscious
  conscience  :  innervoice
    His conscience prompted him that he was doing a wrong thing.
  conscious  :  to be aware of
    He has consciously abused his secretary.
f) industrial - industrious
  industrial  :  pertaining to an industry
    The industrial chemicals are polluting the rivers.
  industrious  :  hard working
    Ramesh is an industrious student.
g) eminent - imminent
  eminent  :  great
    Einstein is an eminent scientist.
  imminient :  unavoidable
    There is an imminent danger of dengue fever breaking out after the 

floods.
h) illicit - elicit
  illicit  :  unlawful
    Ten people were arrested for brewing illicit liquor.
  elicit  :  to extract
    The teacher elicited answers from the students persuasively.
 i) prescribed - proscribed
  prescribed  :  to provide
    The doctor prescribed medicines to the patient.
  proscribed  :  prohibit
    The police proscribed the striking students from entering the college.
 j) affect - effect
  affect  :  to cause to happen
    Many people were affected by the floods.
  effect  :  result
    Banning of plastics will have a good effect on the environment.
k) aural - oral
  aural  :  sound
    He was called for an aural test to sing.
  oral  :  speech
    The selected candidates were called for an oral interview.
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16 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

 l) born - borne
  born  :  to come to life.
    He was born in a rich family
  borne  :  endure
    The dead warrior was borne back to the barracks by the captain 

himself.
ii) Fill in the blanks with suitable homophones or confusables.

wallet  -  valet hoard  -  horde fairy  -  ferry  desert  -  dessert 
medal  -  meddle  night  -  knight wait  -  weight sweet  -  sweat 
yoke  -  oak plain  -  plane  grown -  groan might  -  mite 
 earn  -  yearn quite  -  quiet

c) Give the meanings of the following phrasal verbs and frame sentences using them.
 1. cut off - to discontinue
    Electricity supply was cut off during the cyclone.
 2. come upon - to meet unexpectedly
    I came upon an old friend in the street today.
 3. put out - Stop something burning
    The fire personnel put out the fire in the godown in two hours.
 4. draw up - prepare
    The government has drawn up a plan to link all the rivers in the 

country.
 5. pass out - come out successful
    The pass out parade for the Army officers was held yesterday.
 6. take off - to depart
    The plane took off on time.
 7. turn away - to disperse
    The student protesters were turned away by the police.
 8. stand by - to support
    She stood by him during his years of unemployment.
 9. bank on - to depend
    One cannot bank on the support of dishonest friends.

d) Read the list of words formed by adding suffixes.
 frequently, satisfaction, willingness, comfortable, resemblance, nobility
 Form two derivatives from each of the following words by adding prefixes and 

suffixes.

Word Prefix Suffix Word Prefix Suffix
patient impatient patiently fertile infertile fertility
honoured dishonoured honouredly different indifferent differently
respect disrespect respectful friend unfriend friendship
manage mismanage management obey disobey obedient
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 17

Listening
 Now, you are going to listen to the cautionary instructions that are given to the general 

public living in flood - prone areas. Listen carefully and complete the following 
sentences.

a) The announcement was made by the Department of _____.
Ans : Disaster Management

b) Widespread heavy rains are expected from the early hours of _____.
Ans : Sunday

c) The public is asked to find out the locations of _____.
Ans : the closest shelters

d) An emergency kit should contain water bottles, biscuit packets and a _____.
Ans : whistle to signal for help

e) A list of _____ should be displayed on the wall.
Ans : emergency telephone numbers

f) Important documents can be secured by keeping them in a _____ case.
Ans : waterproof

g) Damage to refrigerators can be avoided by _____.
Ans : leaving their doors open

h) Mobile phones should be charged to enable the marooned to contact their friends, 
relatives and _____.
Ans : emergency services

i) _____ should be placed in the toilet bowls to prevent sewage inflow.
Ans : Sand bags

j) Listen to the _____ and follow the instructions implicitly.
Ans : periodic news updates

Speaking

Drafting a Speech

Task - 1
 On the occasion of World Environment Day, you have been asked to deliver a speech 

during the morning assembly on the importance of tree planting. Write the speech in 
about 100 - 150 words.

 Suggested value points : Pollution control - Medicine - Necessary for wildlife - Cause 
rainfall - Conclusion.

Tree planting - the need of the Hour
Introduction :
Water, the elixir of life and air are important for life to continue on the earth. Trees have 

a major role in preserving  both the natural elements, water and air. In this context, planting of 
trees becomes an indispensible action to be taken.
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18 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

Contributions of trees :
Trees provide a foundation to life. By photosynthesis trees produce food for men and 

animals. They also produce oxygen. Trees support life by providing habitat to bees, birds, 
squirrels and many animals.

Trees and environment :
The trees cool the atmosphere and protect the earth from the hot sun. They regulate the 

temperature by minimising the level of carbon - di - oxide. They clean the air by absorbing 
odours, chemicals and dust. Trees growing on one acre of land are estimated to release 4 tons 
of oxygen. They sustain the eco - system preventing soil - erosion.

Need of the hour :
Tree planting creates economic opportunities for people. Trees have medicinal values too. 

While so many essential things for life are provided by trees, why hesitate on tree planting? It 
is the imperative need today to make the earth liveable for future generations. So, plant trees.

Task - 2
 Prepare a speech on “The importance of the reading habit” in about 100 - 150 words 

using the hints given below together with your own words.
Introduction, Suggested value points Knowledge enrichment - Skill development - 

Meaningful usage of time - Overall development, Conclusion.
The importance of Reading habit

The fundamental skill :
Reading is one of the most fundamental skills a child needs to learn. Developing good 

reading habits is vital for a child’s future. How can good reading habits do good for a child’s 
development?

Reading develops vocabulary :
Vocabulary is essential for both speaking and writing skills. Reading allows exposure to 

new words and phrases. Loud reading, is beneficial in early stages of reading.
Reading increases attention span :
Reading prior to schooling helps children to adapt to future reading. If reading habits 

start at an early age, the children are likely to enjoy reading in future.
Thirst for knowledge :
Children with good reading habits learn more about the world around them and develop 

interest in the contemporary world. Reading leads to questioning and seeking answers. It 
means that children learn more everyday. Teach good reading habits to children at an early 
age. Children will develop self motivation to read if they are introduced to interesting books, 
by reading  the books to them.

Reading
 Read the passage given below and make notes.

To match the best cities across the world, the Government of India initiated ‘smart 
cities’ to drive economic growth and improve the quality of life of people. The agenda under 
smart city promises to resolve urban sustainability problems. Urban forests provide a range 
of important ecosystem services that are critical for the sustainability of cities. Urban forestry, 
which is defined more as ‘Management of Trees’ contributes to the physiological, sociological 
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 19

and economic well  - being of the society. Mangroves, lakes, grasslands and forests in and 
around our cities, act as sponges that absorb the air and noise pollution and they present 
themselves as our cultural and recreational hotspots. However, these spots are rapidly being 
reclaimed and replaced in the name of development. Presence of urban green has shown to 
increase the economic value of the place.

Urban forests contribute to reduce the cost of building storm water drain systems for 
municipalities and neutralizing urban heat island effect. Plants not only provide shade but 
also help in regulating the micro - climate. They help regulate energy budgets, improve air 
quality, and curtail noise pollution. Trees, herbs, shrubs and grasses arrest sedimentation 
and prevent other pollutants from entering our water systems. This will give a chance for our 
urban lakes and rivers to recover and help improve aquatic ecosystems. Biodiversity also gets 
a boost through the urban forests and helps create corridors connecting the forest areas. High 
biodiversity areas can also help to build resilient ecosystems. Availability of forests within our 
urban areas gives an opportunity for children to connect to the natural environment and learn 
about native species.

Notes
Smart Cities

Increase in Economy
Smart cities - for economic growth
Urban forests - ie ‘Management of trees’
Mangroves, lakes, grass lands - sociological
Physiological and economic growth
cutural, recreational hot spots, noise pollution

Environment Friendly
storm water drains - plants - micro climate -
Trees herbs prevent other pollutants
Biodiversity gets a boost.
Opportunity for children to connect with nature.

Grammar   
Tenses

Tense Form Example Sentence

Present Simple S + VI+ O I play basketball every 
week

Present Continuous S + am / is / are + V + ing + O I am playing basketball 
now.

Present  Perfect S + have / has + V3 + O I have just played 
basketball.

Present  Perfect 
Continuous

S + have / has been + V + ing 
+ O

I have been playing 
basketball for 3 hours.

Past Simple S + V2 + O I played basketball 
yesterday.
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20 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

Past Continuous S + was / were + V + ing + O I was playing basketball 
the whole evening.

Past Perfect S + had + V3 + O I had played basket ball 
before he came.

Past Perfect Continuous S + had been + V + ing + O I had been playing 
basketball.

Future Simple S + will + V + O I will play basket ball 
tomorrow.

Future Continuous S + will be + V + ing + O I will be playing basketball 
at 4 p.m. tomorrow.

 The following tasks are for strengthening your understanding.
Task - 1

 Tick the correct options and complete the dialogue.
A Hello, What do you watch /  are you watching? P
B A programme about the Jallian Wala Bagh massacre, which I recorded last night.

                         P
I study / I’m studying about it this term.

A      P                    P
All that I know / I’ve known about it is that hundreds of people died / had died in 
it.

B                                                                                     P
Yes, it was much, much worse than anyone  has expected / had expected. 
           P                P
It went on / has gone on for hours.  Do you want / Have you wanted to watch the 
programme with me?

A No, thanks. I’ve got to do some veena practice. 
                P
I’ve just remembered / I just remembered that we’ve got a concert tomorrow, and
                                 P
I don’t have / haven’t had time to practise my new piece this week.

B                     P
OK. I’ve already done / I already did my practice, so I’ve got time to watch TV. See  
you later.

Task - 2
 Complete the sentences with the correct tense form of the verbs in brackets.
a) (tell) me exactly what (happen) last night!
 Ans :  tell me exactly what happened last night!
b) Mrs. Mageswari is my Maths teacher. She (teach) me for four years.
 Ans :  Mrs. Mageswari is my Maths teacher. She has been teaching me for four years.
c) I (never) think of a career in medicine before I spoke to my Biology teacher but now I 

think (seriously) it.
 Ans : I never thought - of a career in medicine before I spoke to my Biology teacher but 

now I am seriously thinking it.
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d) Oh no! (forget) to bring my assignment! What am I going to do? This is the second time 
I (do) this!

 Ans :  Oh no! I forgot - to bring my assignment! What am I going to do? This is the 
second time I have done this!

e) I can’t remember what my teacher (say) yesterday about our homework. I (not listen) 
properly because Hussian (talk) to me at the same time.

 Ans : I can’t remember what my teacher said yesterday about our homework. I did not 
listen properly because Hussian was talking to me at the same time.

f) Last year we (go) on a school trip to Kanyakumari. We (have) a very interesting time.
 Ans : Last year we went on a school trip to Kanyakumari. We had a very interesting time.
g) At the moment I (think) about what course to pursue next year but I (not make) a final 

decision yet.
 Ans : At the moment I am thinking about what course to pursue next year but I have not 

made a final decision yet.
h) I (get) up at 7 every morning but this morning I (sleep) for a long time and I (not get) 

up until 8.
  Ans : I get up at 7 every morning but this morning, I was sleeping for a long time and I 

did not get up until 8.

Task - 3
 Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs given in the brackets.
a) Everyone _____ when the earthquake hit the small town. (sleep)

Ans : was sleeping
b) Evangelene _____ her job a couple of years ago. (quit)

Ans : had quit
c) Where _____ your last holidays? (you spend)

Ans : did you spend
d) I think Suresh _____ for Tiruvallur next morning. (leave)

Ans : will be leaving
e) I was angry that I _____ such a mistake. (make)

Ans  : had made
f) My mother was tired yesterday because she _____ well the night before. (not sleep)

Ans : had not slept
g) Her parents _____ in Coimbatore for two weeks from today. (be)

Ans  : will be
h) Nothing much _____ when I got to the meeting. (happen)

Ans : had happened
i) Scientists predict that by 2050, man _____ on Mars. (land)

Ans : will have landed
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j) Sh! Someone _____ to our conversation! (listen)
Ans : is listening

k) The plane _____ off in a few minutes. (take)
Ans : will take

l) They _____ about me when I interrupted their conversation. (talk) 
Ans : were talking

m) Justin and his parents _____ in an apartment right now because they can’t find a cheap 
house. (live)
Ans : are living

n) Rajini Prem’s family _____ in Chengalpet now. (be)
Ans : is

o) Yusuf _____ to the movies once in a while. (go)
Ans : goes

p) This _____ an easy quiz so far. (be)
Ans : has been

q) Our team _____ any games last year. (not win)
Ans : did not win

r) We _____ a wonderful film at the cinema last night. (see)
Ans : saw

s) Hurry up! The movie _____. (already begin)
Ans : has already begun

Modal Auxiliaries
 Modal Auxiliary is a special auxiliary which is used to denote a particular mood of 

expression of the subject.
will would  shall  should can could
may might must Ought to dare need used to

Task - 1
Fill in the blanks with modal auxiliaries. 

a) The candidates _____ answer five out of ten questions.
Ans : should

b) How _____ you open my bag?
Ans : dare

c) Tajudeen _____ finish this work by Monday.
Ans : ought to

d) _____ I go to school today?
Ans : Shall

e) I wish you _____ tell me the truth.
Ans : would

f) Poonam _____ not catch the bus yesterday.
Ans : could
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g) People who live in glass houses _____ not throw stones.
Ans : should

h) You _____ not to go to the market as I have brought vegetables.
Ans : need

i) _____ you have taken all this trouble?
Ans : Need

j) You _____ be joking.
Ans : must

k) I tried to climb up the tree, but _____ not.
Ans : could

l) Hima Das ran so fast that she _____ win the medal.
Ans : could

m) You _____ lead a horse to water, but you _____ make it drink.
Ans : can, cannot

n) I _____ like to have a cup of coffee.
Ans : would

o) My grandfather _____ visit this temple when he was young.
Ans : used to

Task - 2
 Complete the following sentences with modals using the clues given.
a) You _____ help the needy. (moral obligation)

Ans : ought to
b) If I were you, I _____ not behave like that. (conditional sentence)

Ans : would
c) I _____ never tell a lie. (determination)

Ans : will
d) My uncle _____ have reached by now. (possibility)

Ans : might
e) The patient is critical. He _____ be taken to the hospital. (compulsion)

Ans : must
f) I _____ to play hockey when I was a student. (past habit) 

Ans : used to
g) You _____ not attend my class. (order)

Ans : should
h) He _____ come today. (remote possiblity)

Ans : might
i) You _____ follow the traffic rules. (regulation)

Ans : must
j) He _____ play the match. (willingness)

Ans : will
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k) You _____ not waste time on it. (necessity)
Ans : need

l) Had the doctor come in time, he _____ have saved the patient. (probability) 
Ans : might

Reported Speech
 Reported Speech is the way we represent / report the speech of other people or what 

we ourselves say.
Direct speech :
Direct speech is a representation of the actual words someone said.
Repeating the words as exactly as spoken by the speaker.
E.g. The teacher said to the students, “I shall take you to the museum tomorrow.”
Indirect Speech :

 Indirect speech does not give the exact words uttered but focusses on the content of what 
someone said.
Reporting the words spoken by the speaker.
E.g. The teacher informed the students that he would take them to the museum the next 

day.

Task - 1
 Read what these people say and rewrite as sentence.

1.
I am very busy.
Raja said that he was very busy.

2.
I have completed my work.
Satya said that she had completed her work.

3.
I don’t like to go out.
Johnson said that he did not like to go out.

4.
I have just come back from Chennai.
Akshita said that she had just come back from Chennai.

5.
I am learning English.
Jayan said that he was learning English.

6.
I bought a pen yesterday.
Madhu said that he had bought a pen the previous day.

7.
We will go shopping tomorrow.
Joseph and Mary said that they would be going for shopping the next 
day.

8.
We can’t attend the party.
Afsar and Ayesha said that they could not attend the party.

9.
How are you?
Satish asked how he was.

10. I am fine. Thank you.
Victor replied that he was fine and thanked him.
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Task - 2
 Read the following dialogue and complete the report in the space provided.
a. Priya : Where are you going?
 Vijay : I am going to the railway station.
 Priya : Why are you going there?
 Vijay : I want to receive my uncle who is coming from Bangalore.

Priya asked Vijay (a) where he was going?
Vijay replied (b) that he was going to the railway station.
Priya further inquired (c) why he was going there?

Vijay stated that (d) he wanted to receive his uncle who was coming from 
Bangalore.

b. Teacher : Why are you late?
 Divya : I missed the bus.
 Teacher : You should have reached the bus stop on time.
 Divya : My grandmother was ill. So, I had to take her to the doctor.
 Teacher : I am sorry. What ailed her?
 Divya : She had high fever.

The teacher asked Divya why she was late. Divya replied that (a) _____. The teacher 
told her that (b) _____. Divya said that her grandmother was ill so she had to take her to the 
doctor. The teacher felt sorry and further asked her (c) _____. Divya explained that she (d) 
_____ high fever. 

Ans :  a)  she had missed the bus.
   b) she should have had reached the bus stop on time.
   c) what had ailed her.
   d)  had

Task - 3
 Rewrite the following passage in indirect speech.

Pradeep got out of bed with much excitement. “It is going to be a lovely sunny day,” he 
remarked to his sister Varshini.

“Just let me sleep a bit longer, Pradeep,” Varshini begged, “and since you are feeling so 
enthusiastic,” she suggested, “Why don’t you go and help mother in cooking?”

“Sure, I will”, said Pradeep. “Can I help you, mum?”, he said to his mother.
“Yes, of course. There are idlis and vadas on the dining table. Have your breakfast.”
“Thank you, mum; I’ll surely help you by eating them.”
Ans : Pradeep got out of bed with much excitement. He told his sister Varshini that it 

was going to be a lovely sunny day.Varshini requested him to just let her sleep a bit longer. She 
also suggested that since he was feeling so enthusiatic, why didn’t he go and help mother in 
cooking.

Pradeep assured that surely he would and asked his mother if he could help her.
His mother willingly said that he could, and also said that there were idlis and vadas on 

the dining table. She asked him to have his breakfast.
He thanked his mother and said that he would surely help her by eating them.
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Letter Writing
Letter writing is an art that is almost forgotten. Except when formal situations demand 

one, we rely more on the electronic media - telephone and chatting. 
For academic purposes all letters fall under two broad classification i.e. Formal Letters 

and Informal Letters.
a) Read the following letter carefully, discuss with your partner and answer the 

questions.
Sir,
I request you to publish the following letter in your daily to address an important issue 

which needs immediate redressal.
During week ends, motorcyclists are seen racing on the East Coast road and the Old 

Mahabalipuram Road of Chennai. The amateur racers are risking their own lives and of the 
public as well. They are fearless and irresponsible, not knowing the price of human lives. 
Risking others and their lives for their pleasure is highly condemnable.

Even school students indulge in such activities and cause fatal accidents. The racers have 
started occupying the lanes and streets of busy localities. As such, the violation of traffic rules 
often results in the loss of young lives. Such reckless riders who violate traffic rules should be 
punished severely.

As a responsible citizen of the society, I request the authorities concerned to take 
appropriate measures to put an end to this menace.

Yours truly,
Srivatsav.

Questions :
a) Who is the sender of the letter?
  Srivatsav is the sender of the letter.
b) Who is the receiver?
  The receiver is the editor of a newspaper.
c) What is the issue?
  The issue is that of reckless driving on the ECR and OMR.
d) What is the request of the sender?
  The sender requests the concerned authorities to take appropriate measures to put 

an end to the menace of reckless driving and punish those who violate rules.
e) Who will take steps after reading it?
  The editor after reading it will publish in the newspaper. The traffic police will take 

steps to stop the meance.
b) You have chosen Computer Science in the Higher Secondary Course. Write a letter 

to your friend giving reasons for your choice. Read the clues given in brackets to 
complete the letter.
__(1)__(Greeting),
Hope __(2)__ (enquire about his well being). I would like to __(3)__ firstly __(4)__ 

(reason for your choice of group). I wish __(5)__ (state your ambition). We come to hear 
__(6)__ (discuss recent unhealthy happenings in social media and the society). These have 
made me __(7)__ (demand or need of this profession). I have plans to pursue __(8)__ (higher 
studies or specialization).

All the best for your CA preparation. Convey my __(9)__.
Yours lovingly,

(your name)
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 27

Ans :  
 1.  Dear friend 
 2.  you are fine 
 3.  tell
 4. why I had chosen the computer science group 
 5.  to become a network engineer 
 6. various incidents of child abuse and exploitation of children in the media 
 7.  resolute to do something about it 
 8.  My Ph.d. in the subject 
 9.  regards to all. 

Task
a) You had been to your Grandma’s house during the summer holidays. You enjoyed 

your stay in her company. Write a letter to your Grandma stating how much you miss 
her after returning to your home.
From Date : 28.12.23,
  XXXXXX, Place : Chennai.
  XXXXX,
  XXXX.
To
Dear Grandma,
I have reached my place safely. Though I had left your place, the happy moments that 

I had with you are still in my mind. Our village, gardens, streams and green fields were all 
very beautiful. More than anything else, it was your love and affection and tasty dishes you 
had made for me, the happy time that I had spent with you are memorable. I will bear every 
moment in my mind as a treasure, to recollect them at anytime.

Really, grandma, I miss you a lot. I look forward to meeting you and spending more time 
with you. Take care of your health.

   Yours lovingly,
Address on the envelope XXXXXX
To 
 YYYYYYY,
 YYYYYY,
 YYYYY.

b) You are the head of the English department in a renowned institution. You are invited 
to preside over the inauguration of the English Literary Club in your alma mater. 
Respond to the letter you have received either accepting the invitation or expressing 
your inability to attend the function.
From Date : 15.3.2023,
  Raghav  Place : Chennai.
  (Professor of English), 
  20, New Street,
  Chennai - 600 005
Dear Sir,
I am extremely happy to receive your letter inviting me to inaugurate the English Literary 

Club in our school. I feel honoured to visit my old school and meet my teachers. I thank you 
for your invitation. Please inform the date and time of the function to enable me to attend the 
same.
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28 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

 Thank you.
   Yours faithfully,
   Raghav
Address on the envelope

To 
  The Principal,
  YYYYYYY
  YYYYYY
  YYYYY.

c) Write a letter to the Headmaster of your school requesting him to help you obtain a 
duplicate mark sheet of class XII, which you lost while travelling.

From Date :15.2.23,
  Radha, Place : Chennai.
  10, Vadivelu Street,
  Chennai - 600 019.
To

  The Headmistress,
  Govt. Hr. Sec. School,
  Chennai - 600 019.
Respected Madam,

  Sub : Duplicate Marksheet - XII std. Requested - regarding.
I humbly submit that I was an old student of our school who studied XII std during 2017-

18. I have passed the exam. I received my TC, Marksheet and CC from the school last month. 
Unfortunately I lost all the certificates while travelling in a train. They are not traceable.

I request you to kindly arrange to issue a duplicate mark sheet of my XII std exam and 
oblige. My register no. was 98765 and I had appeared for March 2018 Board Exam.

 Thank you.
Yours obediently,

   Radha
Address on the envelope
To 
  The Headmistress,
  Govt. Hr. Sec. School,
  Chennai - 600 019.

d) Write a letter to AZ Company requesting them to replace the defective juicer that you 
bought recently. Include the following details : the problem, date of purchase, receipt 
number, model and warranty. (PTA - 2)

From Date : 21.3.2023,
  Kumar, Place : Vellore.
  10, Annamalai Street,
  Vellore - 632 006
To

  The Manager (Sales),
  AZ Company (Juicer),
  Vellore Division - 632 006
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 29

Sir,
I wish to inform you that I bought a AZ juicer Model No : 562 from your showroom on 

15.1.2020. The details are as follows
Make / Model : AZ, Model No. 562
Date of Purchase : 15.1.2023
Receipt No : 6504 / 18
Warranty : 1 year
The juicer is defective. It is not working. I request you to kindly replace the same as it is 

covered by a warranty for 1 year. I have enclosed a copy of the bill.
Thank you.
   Yours faithfully,
Encl : Bill copy. XXXXXX.
Address on the envelope

To 
  The Manager (Sales)
  AZ Company (Juicer)
  Vellore Division - 632 006

e) You wish to become a pilot. Write a letter to a college enquiring about the details 
of the pilot training course offered by the college. Include the following details in 
your enquiry: duration of the course, fee structure, scholarships, hostel facilities and 
placement details.

From  Date : 20.1.2023,
  XXXXXX, Place : Chennai.
  XXXXX,
  XXXX.
To
  The Principal,
  XXXXX College,
  Chennai - 600 015
Sir,
 Sub : Pilot training - details - requested  - reg.

I am given to understand that your college offers pilot training course for graduates. I 
have passed the degree in Computer Science and I wish to join the pilot training course in your 
college.

I request you to kindly furnish the following details about the course.
Duration of the course, fee structure (Semester / yearly). I belong to o.c community. 

I want to know if any merit scholarship is given. Please inform me if placement facility is 
available.

Thank you.
   Yours faithfully,
   XXXXXX.
Address on the envelope 
To 
  The Principal,
  XXXXX College,
  Chennai - 600 015 
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f) Write a letter to the manager of Waves Furniture Company ordering furniture for a 
coaching centre. Include the following details : description of the furniture, number 
of pieces, mode of payment, time and delivery options (PTA - 1)

From Date : 15.3.2023,
  The Principal, Place : Chennai.
  Sai Coaching Centre.
To
  The Manager,
  Waves Furniture Company,
  Chennai 600 021

Dear Sir,
  Sub : Furniture ordered - reg.
We need 15 pairs of benches and desks of length 6 feet made of rosewood. The benches 

and desks should be separate, not joint. The height of the bench should be 2½ feet and desk 
3½ feet. The width of the planks can be 1½ feet × 1½ inches. Kindly send us the cost including 
GST and discount if any for schools.

I wish to inform you that after the order is confirmed you can send the furniture at your 
own cost within one month. The amount will be paid by RTGS immediately after the delivery 
of the furniture in good condition. Please send us your bank account details.
Looking forward for your reply.

Thank  you.
   Yours faithfully,
   XXXXXX
Address on the envelope
To 
  The Manager,
  Waves Furniture Company,
  Chennai 600 021

g) Write an application for the post of Personal Secretary to the Managing Director 
of a company. Include the following details: Educational qualification, experience, 
various other qualifications required for the post.  (or) Write an application for the 
post of Personal Secretary to the managing director of M/S. Vikas Power Corporation, 
Mount Road, Chennai - 2. Include the following details Educational qualification, 
Experience, various other qualification required for the post. (PTA - 3)  (or) Write an 
application for the post of personal Secretary to the Managing Director of a company. 
Include the following details. (PTA - 4)

 Educational qualification, experience, various other qualification required for the post.
From Date : 26.1.2023,
  S. Priya, Place : Chennai.
  5, Mount Street,
  Triplicane,
  Chennai - 600005.
To
  The Director,
  Maruthi Organisation,
  Sriperumbudur - 602 105
  Kancheepuram Dt.
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  Prose - Two Gentlemen of Verona 31

Sir,
  Sub : Application for the post of P.S. to the M.D - reg.
  Ref : Your advertisement in the Hindu, dated : 24.1.2020
With reference to your above advertisement I wish to apply for the post of personal 

secretary to the Managing Director. 
I have passed M.Com and also did my M.B.A. from the university of Madras. I have also 

a diploma in office secretaryship. I worked as HR in ABC Ltd., for three years. I am  30 years 
old. I am proficient in various languages.

I am confident that I will be able to discharge my duties to your entire satisfaction. Hoping 
to get a favourable response. I am enclosing my resume for your perusal.

 Thank you.
Encl : Resume Yours truly,
   S. Priya.

Address on the envelope
To 
  The Director,
  Maruthi Organisation,
  Sriperumbudur.
  Kancheepuram Dt.

Resume
Name : S. Priya
Father’s Name : K. Srinivasan
Date of birth : 15th December 1993.
Educational 
Qualifications : 1. M.Com 70%
    2. MBA    A +
    3. Diploma in Office Secretaryship
Experience : Three years experience as HR in ABC Ltd.,
Languages known : Tamil, Telugu, Hindi and English
References : 1. Dr. S. Sathish HOD, 
     Commerce Dept.,   

   Madras University.
    2. Sachin Ghosh
     H.R. ABC Ltd.,
Declaration : I hereby declare that all the information above is true to the best 

of my knowledge.
Date : 26.01.2023,    S. Priya.
Place : Chennai.    Signature

h) Write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper about the nuisance created by the roadside 
vendors blocking the pavements and occupying the parking zone.
From Date : 13.2.2023,
  R. Karan, Place : Chennai.
  20, Parthasarathy Street,
  Triplicane,
  Chennai - 600005.

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                www.Trb Tnpsc.Com

Kindly Send me Your Key Answer to Our email id - Padasalai.net@gmail.Com

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaAqUqk9Bb672tBn033m
https://www.padasalai.net/


32 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

Sir,
I live in Parthasarathy Street in Triplicane. The street is adjacent to the Main road. There 

are many establishments and residential houses in the street. But the street which is 40’ in 
width is occupied by street vendors of all kind, blocking almost the entire width of the street, 
causing traffic jams. They also occupy the parking zones disallowing car owners to use the 
place.

I request you to kindly publish the letter in your daily so that the authorities concerned 
can take suitable action and remove the street vendors who unauthorisedly occupy the place.

Thank you.
   Yours faithfully,
   R. Karan.
Address on the envelope
To 
  The Editor,
  The Hindu,
  Chennai - 600 002.

i) Write a letter to your relative or friend who is admitted in hospital for treatment of 
jaundice. Advise him / her not to worry about the illness and be positive. Assure him 
/ her of your psychological and financial help during the crisis.
From Date : 15.1.2023,
  Y. Yadhav, Place : Chennai.
  5, Mount Street,
  Valasaravakkam,
  Chennai - 600 087.
To
  Anush,
  2, Kovil Street,
  T. Nagar,
  Chennai - 17.
Dear Anush,
I am extremely sorry to learn that you are admitted in the hospital for treatment of 

jaundice. I wish to tell you that jaundice is now a very common and easily curable disease, and 
there is nothing to worry. It is a digestive problem and dietery safeguards will cure it. Just take 
fruit juices till your digestive system regains its usual strength. Follow the Doctor's advice and 
be cheerful.

Don’t worry about the expenses for the treatment. I am here to help you. I wish you a 
speedy recovery. Complete rest and recommended diet is compulsory. Please take care.

   Yours lovingly,
Address on the envelope Y. Yadhav.
To 
 Anush,
2, Kovil Street,
 Madurai.
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UNIT - 1/Poem

1. The Castle
( Edwin Muir)

About the Author 
Edwin Muir (1887-1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator and critic. He 

was remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a relatively old age, and over 
the course of several years worked out an individual, philosophical style for which he gained 
recognition later in his life. First Poems and Chorus of the Newly Dead contain Muir’s initial 
attempts. Muir’s later collections include Variations on a Time Theme, The Narrow Place, The 
Voyage and Other Poems, The Labyrinth, and One Foot in Eden.

Summary

The invincible Castle :
‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir describes the conquest of a castle, through the account of 

a soldier who witnessed its fall. The narrator builds an atmosphere of confidence within the 
castle before invasion. The soldiers in the castle never suspected the castle’s strength. The Castle 
was high. Only birds could have got in. It was well - fortified. Confidential allies were on their 
way to help. There was not approaching doubt about the invinciblility of the Castle.

The Philosophical meaning :
It has a philosophical meaning. One who feels invincible has ingredients for personal 

downfall within. This is the irony of life. If a person never looks within his faults, he is doomed. 
It happens when man is vainly overconfident and sure of himself at his outside pride.

Betrayed and fall of Castle :
This is what happened to the castle. The soldiers focussed only on the external strength of 

their castle. But betrayal from within caused the castle’s fall. An aged warder let the enemies in 
through a little wicked wicket gate. Being sold for gold, they couldn’t do anything. The Castle 
was lost without fight as they had no weapon to fight greed for gold.

Warm up - ÝòˆîŠðì™

a)  What thoughts come to your mind when you think about a castle? Add your ideas to 
the list.

 Moat, huge buildings, soldiers, weapons, posture gate, spacious flats, compound walls.
Ü) æ˜ Üó‡ñ¬ù¬ò G¬ù‚°‹«ð£¶ àƒèœ ñùˆF™ «î£¡Á‹ C‰î¬ùèœ ò£¬õ? Þ‰îŠ 

ð†®ò½ì¡ àƒèœ è¼ˆ¶è¬÷»‹ «ê˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£œè.

ÜèN, Hó‹ñ£‡ìñ£ù è†ììƒèœ, Þó£µõ ió˜èœ, ð¬ì‚èô¡èœ, «î£óí õ£J™, 

Üè¡ø ñ£ìƒèœ, ñF™ ²õ˜èœ. 

b) Have you ever visited a fort or a castle?
 Yes, I  visited  Agra fort. 
Ý)  cƒèœ âŠ«ð£î£õ¶ å¼ «è£†¬ì Ü™ô¶ Üó‡ñ¬ù¬òŠ ð£˜¬õJ†´œk˜è÷£?

Ý‹, ï£¡ «è£†¬ì¬òŠ ð£˜ˆ¶ Þ¼‚A«ø¡.
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34 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

c) Fill in the following empty boxes.
Þ) W›‚è‡ì è£L‚ è†ìƒè¬÷ GóŠ¹è.

Name Location
St. George Fort - ªêJ¡† ü£˜x «è£†¬ì Chennai - ªê¡¬ù

Gingee Fort - ªê…C‚ «è£†¬ì Chenji - ªê…C

Golconda Fort - «è£™ªè£‡ì£ «è£†¬ì Near Hyderabad - ¬ýîó£ð£ˆ Ü¼A™

Red Fort - ªêƒ«è£†¬ì New Delhi - ¹¶ªì™L

Textbook Questions & Answers
1. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in one or 

two sentences each.
a) Who is the narrator in the poem?
  A soldier in the castle is the narrator in the poem.
b) How long had the soldiers been in the castle?
  The soldiers had been in the castle throughout the summer.
c) Why were the soldiers in the castle fearless?
  The soldiers were fearless because they could see any enemy half a mile away.  The 

castle was very strong.
d) Where were the enemies?
  The enemies were half a mile away from the castle. 
e) Why does the narrator say that the enemy was no threat at all?
  In the castle the soldiers had arms, and there were towering battlements, soldiers 

guarding on tier one above the other. They had friendly allies nearby. So, they 
thought that there was no threat to the castle.

f) Did the soldiers fight with the enemies face to face?
  No, the soldiers did not fight with the enemies face to face.
g) Who had let the enemies in?
  A wizened wicked warder who guards the Castle had let the enemies in.
h) How did the enemies enter the castle?
  The wicked warders let the enemies in for gold. So, the enemies entered the castle 

through a wicket gate.
i) Why were the secret galleries bare?
  The enemies who entered the castle stealthily looted the treasures in the galleries. 

So, the secret galleries were bare.
j) What was the ‘shameful act’?
   The disloyal warder let the enemies through the wicket gate for gold. This was a 

shameful act.
k) Why didn’t the narrator want to tell the tale to anybody?
  The narrator felt that the betrayal by an insider was a shameful act. So, he did not 

want to tell about it to anyone.
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l) Why did the narrator feel helpless?
  The narrator was helpless because a person within betrayed his men and let in the 

enemies to capture the castle. He could not fight betrayal.

m) Who was the real enemy?
  The greed in man was the real enemy.

Additional

o) What happened to the castle?
  The castle was invaded by the enemies at night. They lost it without a fight or groan.

2. Read the poem again and complete the summary using the words given in box.

Stanzas 1 - 3
‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir is a moving poem on the (1) _____ of a well-guarded 

(2)_____. The soldiers of the castle were totally stress - free and relaxed. They were (3)_____ 
of the castle’s physical strength. Through the turrets they were able to watch the mowers and 
no enemy was found up to the distance of (4)_____ and so they seemed no threat to the castle. 
They had (5) _____ of weapons to protect them and a large quantity of (6) _____ in stock to 
take care of the well - being of the soldiers inside the castle. The soldiers stood one above the 
other on the towering battlements (7) _____ to shoot the enemy at sight. They believed that 
the castle was absolutely safe because their captain was (8) _____ and the soldiers were loyal.

half - a- mile watching castle brave ration capture plenty confident

Ans :  1. capture  2. castle  3. confident 4. half - a - mile 
  5. plenty  6. ration 7. watching  8. brave

Stanzas - 4 -6
Even by a trick no one but the birds could enter. The enemy could not use a (9) _____ 

for their entry inside the castle. But there was a wicket gate guarded by a (10) _____. He (11) 
_____ in the enemies inside the famous citadel that had been known for its secret gallery and 
intricate path. The strong castle became (12) _____ and thin because of the greedy disloyal 
warder. The (13) _____ was captured by the enemies for (14) _____ The narrator (15) _____ 
over the (16) _____ of the useless warder and also decided not to disclose this (17) _____ 
story to anyone. He was (18) _____ and wondered how he would keep this truth to himself. 
He regretted not finding any (19) _____ to fight with the (20) _____ called ‘gold’.

lamented shameful wicked guard bait let gold
weapon citadel weak disloyalty helpless enemy

Ans :  9.  bait  10.  wicked guard  11.  let  12.  weak  
   13.  citadel  14.  gold 15.  lamented 16.  disloyalty  
   17.  shameful  18.  helpless  19.  weapon  20.  enemy

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                www.Trb Tnpsc.Com

Kindly Send me Your Key Answer to Our email id - Padasalai.net@gmail.Com

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaAqUqk9Bb672tBn033m
https://www.padasalai.net/


36 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

3. Read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8 - 10 sentences 
each.

a) How safe was the castle? How was it conquered? (or) Describe the capture of the 
castle. (PTA - 5) 

Safe castle : 
The castle was very strong. It had turret, a watch tower from which an enemy could be 

seen even from half a mile. The soldiers had plenty of arms. There were loads of food in the 
castle for the safety and survival of the soldiers. Soldiers were guarding the fort standing on 
one tier above the other. The citadel was surrounded by pleasantries of nature and friends.

Impregnable outside :
The fort had strong gates and thick and high walls. The fort was impregnable. Only a 

bird could have scaled the castle walls. So the castle was safe by all standards. The soldiers had 
pride that the fort  could never be captured by enemies. However, they failed to look within. 
There were traitors, who sold themselves for gold to the enemies. A wizened wicked warder 
opened the wicket gate and let the enemy in at night. The soldiers lost the castle without any 
fight. Betrayal of a warder within the castle caused the fall of the citadel. 
b) Bring out the contrasting picture of the castle as depicted in stanzas 3 and 5.

Strong outside :
The third stanza of the poem describes why the soldiers need not worry about the threats 

around them. They were steadfast and confident. The gates of the fort were strong. The walls 
were thick and tall. No enemy could scale them or break them. No trick could help them to 
enter the fort. In fact, no one but a bird could reach within the fort.

Betrayal strikes the castle :
The fifth stanza stands in quite contrast to the safety of the citadel. Betrayal of a warder, 

who sold himself to the enemies for gold, changed the entire scene. The strong fort described 
earlier fell to the enemies, even without any resistance or groan. The foes had entered the castle 
at night. The secret galleries once guarded by soldiers now looked bare. The citadel fell to the 
treachery of a wicked wicket gate keeper.
c) Human greed led to the mighty fall of the citadel. Explain. (Mar.-20,PTA-2,6,June-23)

Safe castle outside view :
Human greed can destroy even a castle or a country. It is the message given in the poem. 

The citadel was very strong with high and thick walls. They were impregnable. The doors 
were very strong. Soldiers were guarding the citadel standing on one tire above the other. Any 
enemy could be seen from the turret even if he was half a mile away. The fort had a huge posse 
of arms and weapons and loads of food for the soldiers. So the they thought that no enemy 
could enter it.

Look within - else you will fall :
But they failed to look within. A wicked wizened gate keeper let the enemy in at night. 

the fort fell without any resistance or groan. The citadel fell to the betrayal of one of their own 
men, a warder. The poem tells that if a person never looks  within, his faults will bring doom. 
The soldiers were proud and confident of their safety. The citadel was strong outside. The 
soldiers did not see the seeds of greed hiding in the heart of the wicked gate keeper.
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4. Read the given lines and answer the questions that follow in a line or two.
a) All through the summer at ease we lay,
 And daily from the turret wall
 We watched the mowers in the hay.

i) Who does ‘we’ refer to? (PTA -2,4, Mar.-23)

  ‘We’ refers to the soldiers inside the fort.

ii) How did the soldiers spend the summer days? (PTA- 2,4)

  The soldiers spent the summer holidays happily without any fear.

iii) What could they watch from the turret wall? (Mar.-23)

  They could watch the enemy half a mile away. The mowers could be seen at work 
from the turret wall.

b) Our gates were strong, our walls were thick, 
 So smooth and high, no man could win. (PTA-1,3, Dept., Mar. -20)

i) How safe was the castle?
  The castle was very safe with thick and high walls. It had very strong gates.

ii) What was the firm belief of the soldiers?
  The firm belief of the soldiers was that the castle was impregnable. No one, but a 

bird could enter it.

c) A foothold there, no clever trick
 Could take us dead or quick,
 Only a bird could have got in.

i) What was challenging?
  Entering into the castle was a challenging task.

ii) Which aspect of the castle’s strength is conveyed by the above line?
  The impregnable nature and strength of the castle are described here.

d) Oh then our maze of tunneled stone
 Grew thin and treacherous as air.
 The castle was lost without a groan,
 The famous citadel overthrown,

i) Bring out the contrast in the first two lines.
  The citadel had thick walls and tunnels like a maze. They turned thin like air due to 

betrayal.

ii)  What is the rhyme scheme of the given stanza?
  ab, aa.

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                www.Trb Tnpsc.Com

Kindly Send me Your Key Answer to Our email id - Padasalai.net@gmail.Com

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaAqUqk9Bb672tBn033m
https://www.padasalai.net/


38 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

e) We could do nothing, being sold. (PTA - 5)

i) Why couldn’t they do anything?
  They couldn’t do anything because they were betrayed by one of their own men. A 

wicked, aged warder had opened the wicket gate in exchange for gold.

ii) Why did they feel helpless?
  They were helpless because they did not expect the enemy to enter into their 

castle.  They had no weapons to fight gold. Gold meaning greed had influenced the 
gatekeeper to betray his own country men.

Additional

f) “There was a little private gate (PTA - 6)

 A little wicked wicket gate”

i) What do you mean by a ‘wicked wicket gate’?

  ‘Wicket gate’ is a small part of a bigger gate. It is called wicked gate because the 
enemy was let in through the gate.

ii) What is the figure of speech employed in the second line?

  The figure of speech is Alliteration - wicked, wicket gate.

g) “We watched the mowers in the hay.” (Sep.-20)

i) Who does ‘we’ refer to ?
  "We" refers to the soldiers.

ii) What work do the mowers do ?
  The mowers will trim the grass and level the lawns.

h) How can this shameful tale be told?
 I will maintain until my death
 We could do nothing, being sold;
 Our only enemy was gold. (June-23)

i) What was the 'shameful act' ?
  Betraying his country for gold was the shameful act.

ii) Who was the real enemy?
  'Greed' was the real enemy.

a) Which aspect of the tale is considered shameful ? (Mar.-24)

  The betrayal by one of the warders is shameful. Because of him the castle is lost.

b) Mention the figure of speech used here. (Mar.-24)

  Interrogation. / Rhetorical Question / alliteration.
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5. Explain the following with reference to the context in about 50 - 60 words each.
a)  Our gates were strong, our walls were thick, (Mar.-23)
  Reference  :  These lines are from the poem ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir.
  Context   :  The poet describes the castle which was supposed to be strong but 

fell to enemies. 
  Explanation  :  The narrator a soldier speaks these words while exuding confidence 

about the strength of the castle. The gates of the castle were strong 
and the walls were thick and impregnable from outside.

b)  Our captain was brave and we were true…
  Reference  :  These lines are from the poem ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir.
  Context  :  He describes the strength of the castle and how it was safe outside. 
  Explanation  :  The castle was strong outside with tall and thick walls and strong 

gates. It was guarded by soldiers standing on two tiers. Their 
captain was brave and they were honest. So, there was no threat to 
the castle.

c) They seemed no threat to us at all. (Dept., PTA - 3)
  Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir.
  Context  :  He describes the strength of the castle and how it was safe outside. 
  Explanation  :  The castle was well protected. From the turret wall, an enemy at a 

distance of half a mile could be seen. So there was no threat from 
anyone. The soldiers were protected by thick and tall walls and 
strong gates. It was full of weapons and food.

d) How can this shameful tale be told?
  Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir.
  Context  :  The poet describes the strength of the castle which has thick walls 

and strong gates. However they could not save it because of a 
shameful act.

  Explanation  :  The strong castle had fallen to the betrayal of one within it. An 
aged warder had let in the enemies through the wicket gate for gold 
(money). This was a shameful tale which the narrator did not like 
to tell others.

e) I will maintain until my death (PTA - 2)
  Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir.
  Context   :  The poet describes a strong castle with thick walls and strong gates 

which had fallen to the betrayal of one within.
  Explanation   :  The narrator is a soldier who was witness to the betrayal by one 

within the castle. An aged warder had let in the enemy through the 
wicket gate for gold (money). This was a treacherous and shameful 
act. He did not want to share the shameful story with anyone till 
his death.
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f) Our only enemy was gold.
  Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir.
  Context  :  The poet describes how a strong castle with thick walls and strong 

gates succumbed to the betrayal of a warder inside.
  Explanation  :  The wicked warder sold himself to the enemy for gold and let in 

the enemy through the wicket gate. At night no one was there 
inside the secret maze to fight the foes. They lost the castle without 
any fight. A soldier who was a witness to the shameful act says that 
they have fallen to gold and it was their enemy.

Additional ERC
g) “The wizened warder let them through” (PTA-1)
  Reference   :  These lines are taken from the poem “The Castle” by ‘Edwin Muir’.
  Context   :  The poet describes the strong castle which had fallen due to 

betrayal by someone inside it.
  Explanation  :  The castle was strong and no enemy could enter it. It had strong 

and tall walls. But an aged wicked guard let the enemies into the 
castle in return for gold through the wicket gate. So, the castle fell 
to betrayal.

h) “What could they offer us for bait? (Mar.-24)
 Our captain was brave and we were true...”
  Reference  :  These lines are from the poem, “The Castle” by Edwin Muir.
  Context  :  The poet describes the confidence of the soldiers about their safety 

and the strength of the castle.
  Explanation  :  The soldiers exude confidence that their captain is brave and they 

are invincible. They are loyal and they cannot be enticed to do any 
dishonourable thing.

6. Read the poem and complete the table with suitable rhyming words.
lay hay thick trick air bare wall all win in told sold
load road fear tier death with stone groan bait gate

7. Underline the alliterated words in the following lines.
a) With our arms and provender, load on load.
  load, load.
b) A little wicked wicket gate.
  wicked, wicket
c) The wizened warder let them through.
  wizened,  warder

8. Identify the figure of speech used in the following lines.
a) A little wicked wicket gate.
  Personification. Alliteration
b) Oh then our maze of tunneled stone
  Metaphor.
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c) Grew thin and treacherous as air.
  Personification  / Simile
d) How can this shameful tale be told?
  Interrogation
e) Our only enemy was gold,
  Personification.

9. Can you call ‘The Castle’ as allegorical poem? Discuss.
An allegory is a complete narrative that involves characters and events that stand for 

an abstract idea or an event. The stroy in “The Castle” is narrated by one of the unfortunate 
soldiers who had witnessed the fall of the castle. The soldier boasts of the invincible nature of 
their castle, the bravery of the captain. He also is proud of allies and the stockpile of arms and 
storage of grains. They could withstand even a siege. But the exterior strength of the castle 
became thin and treacherous as air and failed to defend the people. A wicked wicket gatekeeper 
within the castle had let the enemy in. The vices within a man which remain invisible lead to 
his downfall. In this poem, the gold rather the greed for gold was their enemy with in. The 
army was strong but, only till above one took a bribe. As the unseen vice of the warder led to 
the downfell of the castle, this poem can be called an allegorieal poem.

Listening
Some phrases have been left out in the poem below. Fill in the missing phrases on listening 

to the reading or the audio played by the teacher. You may listen again, if required.
The Soldier

If I should die, think only this of me
That there’s some corner of a foreign field

That is forever England There shall be  
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed

A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, her ways to roam; her flowers to love, 

A body breathing English air, 
Washed blessed by suns of home. by the rivers,

And think, this heart all evil shed away, 
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 

Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given; 
Her sighs and sounds; dreams happy as her day; 
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 

In hearts at peace English heaven.
  Rupert Brooke
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UNIT - 1/supplementary

1. God Sees the Truth, But Waits
( Leo Tolstoy)

About the Author 
Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Tula Province, Russia. He is best known 

for the novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877), often cited as pinnacles of 
realist fiction. He first achieved literary acclaim in his twenties with his semi-autobiographical 
trilogy, Childhood, Boyhood, and Youth and Sevastopol Sketches, based upon his experiences 
in the Crimean War. Tolstoy’s fiction includes dozens of short stories and several novellas such 
as The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), Family Happiness, and Hadji Murad. He also wrote plays 
and numerous philosophical  essays. Tolstoy died on November 20, 1910 in Astapovo, Russia.

Summary
Wife’s fear disregarded :
Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov is a merchant living in Vladimir, a town in Russia. Though he is 

prone to drinking, he is liked by people. One day, he decides to go to a fair, but his wife pleads 
him not to go because she had a bad dream about him. He disregards his wife’s warning and 
leaves for the fair. 

Aksionov arrested :
Aksionov meets another merchant on his way. They check into an inn. They stay in 

adjacent rooms at night. He wakes up early and leaves. Not far down he is stopped by police. 
They suspect him of a murder and robbery. They find a blood - stained knife in his bag. He is 
sentenced and sent to Siberia.

Jail life :
Aksionov spends 26 years in Siberia. Resigned to his plight, he dedicates his life to God. 

He is well - respected by the inmates of the jail. One day, some new prisoners were transferred 
to the jail. One of them was Makar Semyonich. After hearing many conversations, Aksionov 
is convinced that Makar is the man who had committed the murder for which he was unjustly 
punished. 

The final judgement :
Makar digs a tunnel in the jail. Ivan does not tell the authorities who had dug the tunnel. 

This transforms makar. He confesses to the authorities about the murder, and Aksionov’s 
pardon reaches his cell. Unfortunately, Aksionov dies in peace before he receives it.

Warm up - ÝòˆîŠðì™

 If you are punished for a prank your classmate played, how would you react to the 
situation?
If I am supposed to be punished for a prank my classmate played, I will try to handle the 

situation politely and not to misbehave with them. Further I will forgive and make them feel 
sorry.
 à¡ õ°Š¹ˆ «î£ö¡ ªêŒî å¼ °Á‹¹‚è£è c î‡®‚èŠð†ì£™, Ü‰î„ Å›G¬ôJ™ c 

âšõ£Á ªêò™ð´õ£Œ?
ï£¡ Þ‰î Mûòˆ¬î‚ è‡Eòˆ«î£´ âF˜ ªè£œ«õ¡. Üõ¡e¶ «è£ð‹ ªè£œ÷ñ£†«ì¡. 

Üõ¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶, “Þ¡ù£ ªêŒî£¬ó åÁˆî™ Üõ˜ ï£í ï¡ùò‹ ªêŒ¶Mì™” â¡ø °øÀ‚° 

ãŸð ïì‰¶ ªè£œ«õ¡.
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  Supplementary - God Sees the Truth but Waits 43

 While many would seek vengeance or feel sorry for themselves, some may put their 
trust in God, forgive others for the wrongs done to them and move on in life, what is 
your take on this? Discuss.
Instead of taking revenge, we must do a good thing to the wrong doer. So that he may feel 

ashamed. There will be no end for revenge. The poison of enmity will spread. At the same time, 
the wrong doer must accept his guilt openly and come forward to create a friendly situation.
 ðô˜ ðN b˜‚è¾‹ Ü™ô¶ õ¼‰F àíó¾‹ ºòŸCŠð£˜èœ. Cô˜ î‹ ï‹H‚¬è¬ò‚ èì¾Oì‹ 

ªõOŠð´ˆ¶õ˜. îñ‚ªèFó£è‚ °Ÿø‹ ¹K‰îõ˜è¬÷ ñ¡Q‚èô£‹; ñŸÁ‹ õ£›‚¬è¬òˆ 

ªî£ìóô£‹. ÞF™ à¡Â¬ìò «î˜¾ â¡ù? Mõ£F‚è¾‹.

ðN õ£ƒ°õîŸ°Š ðFô£è, îõÁ ªêŒðõ¼‚° ï£‹ å¼ ï™ô è£Kòˆ¬î„ ªêŒò «õ‡´‹. 

Þîù£™ Üõ˜ ªõ†èŠð´õ£˜. ðNõ£ƒ°õîŸ° º®«õ Þ¼‚è£¶. ð¬è¬ñJ¡ Mû‹ º¬÷‚°‹. 

Ü«î «ïóˆF™, îõÁ ªêŒðõ˜ îù¶ °Ÿøˆ¬î ªõOŠð¬ìò£è ãŸÁ‚ªè£‡´, ï†ð£ù Å›G¬ô 

à¼õ£‚è º¡õó «õ‡´‹.

Textbook Questions & Answers
1. Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your understanding 

of the story.
a) Why did Aksionov’s wife stop him from going to the fair?
  Aksionov’s wife got a bad dream about her husband. So she stopped him from 

going to the fair.
b) What is the importance of Aksionov’s wife’s dream?
  She dreamt that Aksionov’s hair had turned grey, when he returned from the town. 

It implied that he would face difficulties and would be away from home for long.
c) What made Aksionov leave the inn before dawn?
  Aksionov wished to travel while it was still cool, so he left the inn before the dawn.
d) What were the circumstances that led to Aksionov’s imprisonment?
  The police found a blood - stained knife in Aksionov’s bag. He was the only person 

who had been with the merchant before he was murdered. So, he was imprisoned.
e) Why did Aksionov give up sending petitions?
  Aksionov’s wife petitioned the czar for his mercy which was rejected. His wife also 

suspected him of involvement in the murder. He felt that only God could know the 
truth. so he wrote no more petitions to humans.

f) Why didn’t Makar disclose that he had killed the merchant?
  Makar didn’t disclose that he had killed the merchant for fear of being flogged to 

death.
g) Did Makar feel guilty when he heard Aksionov’s story?
  No, Makar didn’t feel guilty when he heard Aksionov’s story.
h) What made Aksionov think that Makar was the real murderer?
  After hearing Aksionov’s story, Makar ridiculed him saying that how could anyone 

keep the knife in his bag which was under his head. Then Aksionov realized that 
Makar was the real murderer.
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44 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

i) What was Aksionov’s realization by the end of the story?
  Aksionov realised that it was the God who would forgive people for their misdeeds. 

He felt that he too was a sinner and the god had punished him. He began to wait for 
his last hour.

j) Why did Aksionov’s wife suspect him of involvement in the murder?
  Aksionov’s wife believed her dream in which her husband’s hair had turned grey. 

He went to the fair against her advice. Before marriage he was accustomed to drink 
and make merry. She suspected that he must have got drunk. She believed her 
husband had killed the merchant in a drunken brawl.

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each.
a) Did the police officer have sufficient evidence to convict Aksionov?
  The police officer had sufficient evidence to arrest Aksionov. Aksionov had stayed 

in the same lodge where the murdered merchant stayed. He had left before dawn. 
The room was locked from inside and no one else was there. The blood - stained 
knife was found in his bag. This was sufficient evidence to suspect him to be the 
murderer.

b) What impact did the book “The Lives of Saints” have on Aksionov?
  Reading the book, ‘The lives of Saints’ brought a kind of resignation in Aksionov’s 

attitude. The prison authorities liked his meekness and the fellow prisoners respected 
him. They called him ‘Grandfather’ and ‘The Saint’. He became the spokesman for 
all the jail inmates. He was approached to judge matters and settle quarrels among 
the inmates. He grew in respect after reading the book and conducted himself as a 
saint.

c) Pick out the clues that convey that Makar Semeyonich recognized Aksionov.
  When Aksionov told his story to Makar Semyonich he slapped his knees and 

exclaimed that he had grown very old. He also said that it was wonderful that they 
had met there. He told Aksionov that the man in whose bag the blood - stained 
knife was found, must have been the murderer. These words suggest that Makar 
recognised Aksionov as the victim of his trick.

3. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each.
a) Compare and contrast the main characters, Aksionov and Makar Semeyonich, in the 

story. (or) Develop the Hints into a story : Aksionov - sentenced - 26 years - crime not 
committed - wife doubted - devastated - resigns to himself - turns up to God - works 
hard - reads books - earns respect in prison Makar - continues to be wicked - murders 
- blame on Aksionov - meets in prison - repents for mistakes - in the end - comes 
forward  to tell truth - But Aksionov dies.
Aksionov :
Tolstoy’s story is a parable of forgiveness. The protagonist Aksionov was sentenced to 

prison for twenty six years for a crime he did not commit. He was unable to defend himself. No 
one including his wife believed him. Devastated and disillusioned, he resigned himself to his 
fate. He turned to God and looked up to him to decide the course of his life. He worked hard 
in prison, bought books, read and lived a simple life like a saint. He helped other prisoners and 
earned their respect.
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  Supplementary - God Sees the Truth but Waits 45

Makar :
On the other hand, Makar semyonich was a different person. He continued to be a wicked 

person throughout, though finally he repented for his sins. He murdered the merchant and 
kept the blood stained knife in Aksionov’s bag. Aksionov suffered imprisonment for twenty 
six years because of Makar. When Makar met Aksionov in prison, he recognised him but said 
that Aksionov was the culprit. However he repented for his mistakes in the end, came forward 
to tell the truth and owned the murder. But Aksionov died before being let free.
b) How did Aksionov react when his wife suspected him?

Aksionov - Framed :
Aksionov was an innocent person. He was imprisoned in a case of murder of a merchant 

though he had not committed the crime. Because of circumstantial evidence he was sent to 
jail. His wife had sent a petition to the Czar, but it was not accepted. She visited him in the 
prison and told him that there was truth in her dream. She suspected him to be involved in 
the murder.

Turns to God :
Aksionov was shocked and devastated at his wife’s suspicion. On hearing his wife’s words, 

he hid his face in his hands and began to weep. He said good bye to her and children for the 
last time. He thought that only the God knew the truth and no one else. He had to appeal to 
only the God and one could expect mercy from the God and none else.

He became philosophical and bought books on Saints and led a pious life in the prison. 
He was called ‘Grandfather’ and ‘Saint’ by the jail inmates. Thus his wife’s suspicion, drove him 
to God for succour.
c) Describe the life of Aksionov in prison. 
 Aksionov - imprisoned - murder not committed wife’s petition rejected - suspects 

him - He changes - resigns to himself - 26 years in prison - hair turned grey - lean and 
thin - pray to God - read books - called ‘Saint’ by jailmates - lived peacefully - dies 
peacefully.
Aksionov - the innocent :
Aksionov was imprisoned for the murder of a merchant, though he had not committed 

any crime. His wife sent petition to the czar but it was not accepted. When she met him in the 
prison, she told him that, she suspected him to be involved in the murder.

His wife’s suspicion changed the attitude of Aksionov towards life. He resolved to himself 
to lead his remaining life in the prison. He decided not to send any petitions for his release. He 
gave up hope and only prayed to God.

The sentence :
Aksionov was condemned to be flogged and sent to Siberia with other convicts. For 

twenty six years he lived as a convict. His hair turned white as snow and his beard grew long, 
thin and grey. He stooped, walked slowly, spoke little and never laughed but often prayed.

Turns ino God :
In prison, Aksionov learnt to make boots, earned little money. He bought ‘The Lives of 

the Saints’. He read the book and spent his life in a subdued manner. The inmates called him 
‘The Saint’ and ‘Grandfather’. He settled quarrels among the inmates when the issues were 
brought to him. He lived a peaceful life and died peacefully. He did not even see the order of 
pardon and release.
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46 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

d) Why did Aksionov decide not to reveal the truth about Makar Semyonich?
Forgiveness - the path:
Aksionov did not reveal the truth about Makar Semyonich.
Aksionov realised that forgiveness was the path to peace. He suffered in prison for twenty 

six years. Coincidentally, the man who was responsible for his misery and pain ended up in 
the same prison as him. Makar confessed that he was the one who had killed the merchant 
and framed Aksionov in the crime. However when time came Aksionov chose not to betray 
Makar. He concluded that making Makar suffer would do nothing to restore his past life to 
him, specifically, it would not return his youth, health or family to him. Those gifts were no 
longer to his claim. He decided to stay silent when he was questioned by the governor.

Philosophical life :
When Makar at the end approached him and asked for his forgiveness, he chose not to 

speak words of condemnation to Makar. Instead, he assured his old enemy that God would 
forgive him. As for Aksionov, he finally realised that forbearance and forgiveness were the only 
paths to peace.
e) Discuss the meaning and importance of the saying “God sees the truth but waits”. 

(PTA - 5) 
 Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov -Young merchant - lived - Vladimir - Nizhny fair - wife - 

bad dream - stayed at inn - met another merchant - murdered at night - Aksionov 
arrested - petition rejected - sent - mines of Siberia - 26 years - grew - old - gentle - 
prayed often - respected by inmates - one day - met - another prisoner - found out - he 
murderer - Maker confessed - Aksionov forgave - died in peace - before order - for 
release came. (Sep.-22)
Forgiveness - the virtue :
In ‘God sees the truth, but waits’ by Leo Tolstoy, we have the theme of guilt, forgiveness, 

faith, conflict, freedom and acceptance. Despite the fact that Aksionov had spent twenty six 
years in prison for a crime, which he didn’t commit, he was able to forgive the man who did 
commit the crime. Faith in God enables one to forgive an evil doer.

Long wait for truth :
Aksionov knew that Makar killed the merchant. Yet, he did not report the matter to the 

authorities. Aksionov resigned to the position that he found himself in then. He knew that 
after long imprisonment, he had nothing left in life. Truth will prevail, but one has to wait. In 
the case of Aksionov, it took twenty six years for the truth to come out. He was able to prove 
his innocence after a long wait.

Truth alone triumphs :
The story suggests that truth always prevails. But one should have the patience to wait for 

the final result. Truth alone triumphs. At the end of the story, we find that there is a shift from 
materialism to spiritualism. It is for this reason that Aksionov is finally freed from the pain of 
this world. He joins his Maker (i.e.) God.
f) Forgiveness is the best form of revenge. Substantiate the statement with reference to 

the story. (Dept.,  PTA - 2,3)
Patience and spiritualism :
This story reveals that truth triumphs atlast. One should have patience till the end. 

Aksionov was imprisoned for twenty six years for a crime which he did not commit. His wife’s 
petition was not accepted and she too suspected him of involvement in the murder. This led 
him to devastation and his focus in life had changed. 
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  Supplementary - God Sees the Truth but Waits 47

Aksionov forgives Makar :
This change in him from materialism to spiritualism helped him to have a broad mind 

to forgive his enemy. After twenty six years in prison, Makar, the person who had actually 
murdered the merchant, met him in the prison as a convict. Makar referred to the blood - 
stained knife in his bag under his pillow. Aksionov realized that Makar was the person who 
had committed the crime. He had cunningly framed him in the case. He did not even want to 
tell the authorities that Makar was the murderer.

God only will forgive, not men :
Aksionov forgave the enemy. He told him that, it was God who should forgive him. He 

also said that he was suffering for the sins committed by him.This shows that forgiveness is a 
divine quality.

Additional
g) Ivan Dimtrich Aksionov - merchant in Vladimir - prone to drinking - goes to fair 

on business - meets another merchant - retire separately - stopped by the police - 
charged of murder and robbery - sentenced and sent to Siberia - 26 years in jail - new 
prisoner maker semyonich - admits his crime - Aksionov dies. (PTA - 3)

(OR)
 Aksionov - young merchant of Vladimir - lives with family - goes to Nizhny fair - 

meets a merchant friend - during travel - stays in an inn - leaves inn before daybreak 
- gets arrested - innocent prisoner - accused of murder - spends 26 years in prison 
- meets Makar - Aksionov saves Makar - Makar feels guilty - confesses his crime - 
Aksionov forgives criminal - dies peacefully. (Sep.-20, May - 22)

The arrest :
Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov is a merchant living in Vladimir, a town in Russia. Though he 

is prone to drinking, he is liked by people. One day, he decides to go to a fair, against his wife’s 
wish. Aksionov meets another merchant on his way. They check into an inn. They sleep in 
adjacent rooms at night. He wakes up early and leaves. Not far down he is stopped by police. 
They suspect him of murdering and robbing the merchant in the inn. They find a blood - 
stained knife in his bag. He is sentenced and sent to Siberia.

Jail life :
Aksionov spends 26 years in Siberia. Resigned to his plight, he dedicates his life to God. 

He is well respected by the inmates of the jail. One day, some new prisoners are transferred 
to the jail. One of them is Makar Semyonich. After hearing many conversations, Aksionov 
is convinced that Makar is the man who had committed the murder for which he has been 
unjustly punished.

Peaceful death :
Once Makar digs a tunnel to escape from jail. Aksionov happens to see it. The next 

day jail authorities ask Aksionov who had dug the tunnel. Aksionov pretends not to know 
anything about it. Even after knowing Makar’s hand in sending him to Siberia as a convict, he 
has not exposed him to the jail authorities. This brings about a change in Makar.

Makar confesses to the authorities about the murder. Unfortunately, Aksionov dies before 
he receives the release order in jail.
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48 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -1)

Write a paragraph in about 150 words by developing the hints. (May-22)
a) Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov - young merchant - sets out to fair - against wife’s warning 

- stays in an inn - next morning sets off - gets arrested - supposed to have killed the 
merchant - is sent to Siberia - spends the time reading and praying - gains respect 
- Makar Semyonich - comes there - seems to know Aksionov - his behaviour makes 
Aksionov suspect - finally learns that Makar had murdered - the merchant - Aksionov 
forgives Makar - orders of release arrive - Aksionov is dead. 
Aksionov :
Tolstoy’s story is a parable of forgiveness. The protagonist Aksionov was sentenced to 

prison for twenty six years for a crime he did not commit. He was unable to defend himself. No 
one including his wife believed him. Devastated and disillusioned, he resigned himself to his 
fate. He turned to God and looked up to him to decide the course of his life. He worked hard 
in prison, bought books, read and lived a simple life like a saint. He helped other prisoners and 
earned their respect.

Makar :
On the other hand, Makar semyonich was a different person. He continued to be a wicked 

person throughout, though finally he repented for his sins. He murdered the merchant and 
kept the blood stained knife in Aksionov’s bag. Aksionov suffered imprisonment for twenty 
six years because of Makar. When Makar met Aksionov in prison, he recognised him but said 
that Aksionov was the culprit. However he repented for his mistakes in the end, came forward 
to tell the truth and owned the murder. But Aksionov died before being let free.
4. Using the mind map given below, write a brief summary of the story in your own 

words.

 

Aksionov lived with

his wife and children.

He decided to make a

trip to the fair

Aksionov frequently

prayed to God. He

bought the book �� e

Lives of the Saints in

prison.

Aksionov was respected

by all the inmates

due to his gentle

behaviour. One day he

met Maker Semyonich

His wife tried to

stop him becuse

she had a bad

dream.

He was sent to work

in the mines of

Siberia.

He grew old there.

Aksionov found out

the truth about Makar.

Eventually Makar

Semyonich admitted

his crime.

� e local police

o� cer arrested and

charged him with

murder.

A petition of mercy

was turned down and

he felt devastated.

Aksionov forgave

Semyonich, accepted

the truth, attained self

realization and died in

peace.
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  Supplementary - God Sees the Truth but Waits 49

Summary

Aksinov - arrested :
Aksionov lived with his wife and children. He decided to make a trip to the fair. His wife 

tried to stop him because she had a bad dream about him. But he ignored her request and 
went to the fair. On the way he met a merchant and both of them slept in adjacent rooms  in 
the same inn. He left early in the morning. But he was confronted by a police officer. He was 
arrested and charged with murder. His wife suspected that Aksionov might have killed the 
merchant in a drunken brawl. He felt devastated.

Life in the prison :
A petition for mercy was turned down by the Czar. He was sent to work in the mines in 

Siberia. He grew old there. Aksionov turned philosophical. He lost interest in life.  He prayed 
to God. He learned to make boots in the jail. He bought and read the book, ‘The Lives of 
Saints’. He was respected by all the inmates for his gentle behaviour.

Makar - repents :
One day he met Makar Semyonich. After Makar spoke about the blood - stained knife.  

Aksionov found out the truth about him. He found Makar digging a tunnel to escape from 
the prison. Aksionov, even when asked by the Governor of the jail, did not expose Makar. This 
generous act touched Makar. Finally, Makar admitted his crime that he had murdered the 
merchant and framed Aksionov in the case.

Forgiveness - divine :
Aksionov forgave Makar and accepted the truth. He attained self - realization and died 

in peace. He proved that forgiveness is a divine quality.
Hints and Developing.

a) Aksionov - young merchant of Vladimir - small family - trip to Nizhny Fair - meets 
merchant friend - stays at inn - Aksionov arrested - murder case - shifted to mines of 
Siberia - innocent convict for 26 years - grew old man weak - spent time in prayers - 
life of saint - respected by inmates - meets Makar and saves him - Makar feels guilty - 
confesses his crime - Aksionov forgives criminal - dies peacefully - order for release. 
 (Mar.-24)

Aksionov
Aksionov was an young merchant of Vladimir with a small family. Once he went to 

Nizhny fair and met his merchant friend. They stayed in an inn together. In the morning when 
he left the inn he was arrested on charges of murdering the merchant. He was shifted to the 
mines of Siberia where he had spent 26 years as an innocent convict. He grew old and weak 
and spent his time in prayers and lived the life of a saint and was respected by the inmates.

When a group of convicts were brought to Siberia, he recognised, Makar who was the 
real murderer. He helped him to escape punishment for digging a trench to escape.

Makar felt guilty and confessed his crime. Aksionov died peacefully before the order for 
his release was pronounced.
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50

UNIT - 2/Prose

A Nice Cup of Tea
(George Orwell)

About the Author
Eric Arthur Blair (25 June 1903–21 January 1950), better known by his pen name 

George Orwell, was an English novelist, essayist, journalist and critic whose work is marked 
by clear prose, awareness of social iniquity, opposition to totalitarianism and candid support 
of democratic socialism. Orwell wrote literary criticism, poetry, fiction and polemical 
journalism. He is best known for the allegorical novella Animal Farm(1945) and the dystopian 
novel Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949). In 2008, The Times ranked him second on a list of “The 50 
greatest British writers since 1945”.

Summary
 George Orwell published an article for making tea. It is written in prose. He has 

recommended 11 tips to make a cup of good tasting tea.
 1. He recommends to use only Indian or Ceylon tea.
 2. Tea should be made in a teapot not in an urn or a cauldron.
 3. The teapot should be warmed before use.
 4. Tea should be strong.
 5. Loose tea leaves should be added to the pot. They should not be put into baskets or 

strainers.
 6. The water should be boiling when added to the teapot, not just off the boil.
 7. Once the tea has infused, stir the pot and let the leaves settle.
 8. Pour the tea into a mug - not a tea cup.
 9. Pour the cream of the milk before pouring milk into the tea.
10. Tea first, milk second.
11. He does not recommend sugar.

Warm up - ÝòˆîŠðì™

a) Here are a few varieties of tea. How 
many of these have you tasted? 
Tick the boxes.

           

Ü)  Þƒ«è «îcK¡ Cô õ¬èèœ àœ÷ù. 
ÞõŸP™ cƒèœ âˆî¬ù ²¬õˆ¶ 
Þ¼‚A¡l˜èœ? è†ìƒèO™ °PJ´è.

        

ÍL¬è ¯ äv ¯ â½I„¬ê ¯

ð„¬ê ¯ èÁŠ¹ ¯ ð£½ì¡ ¯

b) You would have seen lovely packets of tea on the shelves in supermarkets and shops. 
Have you ever wondered how tea powder is obtained from the plants? Look at the 
pictures and describe the process.
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  Prose - A Nice Cup of Tea 51

Ý, ð™ªð£¼œ Üƒè£®èœ ñŸÁ‹ è¬ìèO¡ Üôñ£KèO™ «îJ¬ôˆÉœ ð£‚ªè†´èœ 
¬õˆF¼Šð¬î cƒèœ ð£˜ˆF¼Šd˜èœ. î£õóƒèOL¼‰¶ «îJ¬ôˆ Éœ âšõ£Á 
ªðøŠð´Aø¶ â¡Á cƒèœ âŠ«ð£î£õ¶ «ò£CˆF¼‚Al˜è÷£? ðìƒè¬÷Š ð£˜ˆ¶ 
ªêò™º¬ø¬ò MõK‚è¾‹.

1. The selected young leaves are plucked manually.
ªîK‰ªî´‚èŠð†ì Þ÷‹ îO˜ Þ¬ôèœ 
¬èò£™ ðP‚èŠð´A¡øù.

2. It is then left for drying.
 ðP‚èŠð†ì Þ¬ôèœ, H¡ù˜ ªõJL™ àôó 
¬õ‚èŠð´A¡øù.

3. Nowadays machines are available.
 îŸè£ôˆF™ Þ¬ôè¬÷Š ðP‚è¾‹ Þò‰Fóƒèœ 
àœ÷ù.

4. The dried leaves are then powdered and 
packed.
 àô˜‰î Þ¬ôèœ É÷£‚èŠð†´Š ð£‚ªè†´èœ 
îò£K‚èŠð´A¡øù.

Glossary
Words Meanings
curious - interesting / Ý˜õºœ÷

controversial - arguable, disputable / ê˜„¬ê‚°Kò

virtues - admirable qualities / ïŸ°íƒèœ

despised - hated / ªõÁˆî™

stimulation - excitement / É‡´î™

optimistic - positive, hopeful / ï¡¬ñJ™ ï‹H‚¬è ªè£‡ì

cauldron - a big pot used for boiling / ªè£Šð¬ó

 rationing - restricting the consumption of a scarce commodity during war
   «ð£˜‚è£ôƒèO™ ªð£¼†èœ ¸è˜¬õ‚ è†´Šð´ˆ¶‹ ðö‚è‹

dangling - hanging freely, suspended / áêô£´Aø, ªî£ƒ°Aø

spout - the pipe - like opening in a teapot through which tea is poured out /
   «îc˜Š ð£ˆFóˆF½œ÷ dŸÁ‚ °ö£Œ

liable - responsible / èì¬ñŠð†´œ÷

mysterious - incomprehensible / ñ˜ññ£ù, ¹Fó£ù

etiquette - socially acceptable behaviour / êÍè ïìˆ¬î º¬ø
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52 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -2)

Synonyms
Word Synonym îIN™

Subsidiary Supplementary ¶¬í

Stray Loose î÷˜‰î

Stimulation Excitement É‡´î™, A÷˜„Cò¬ìî™

Stimulated Motivated encourage É‡´î™

Shallow Little depth Ýö‹ °¬øõ£è

Regard Considerd è¼¶

Probably Possibly Ü«ïèñ£è

Predict foretell õ¼º¡ ÃÁ, õ¼õ¶ à¬ó

Pewter A grey alloy of tin with copper ªõœkòº‹ è£gòº‹ èô‰î ð£ˆFó‹

Invariably Clearly, evidently ªîOõ£è

Infuse Soak áø¬õ

Harmful Injurious, dangerous bƒè£ù / Üð£òèóñ£ù

Dispute Argument ê˜„¬ê, Mõ£î‹

Subtilized refined ªñ¼«èŸøŠð†ì

Mainstays important º‚Aò Ü‹ê‹

outstanding very good Iè„ Cø‰î

hob stove ªï¼Š¹ âKAø ð°F

impact effect î£‚è‹

Antonyms
Word                                                                                            Antonyms

brim - MO‹¹ × Centre - ï´Šð°F

Controversial - ê˜„¬ê‚°Kò × Agreeable - àì¡ðì‚Ã®ò

Curious - Ý˜õºœ÷ × Indifferent - Ý˜õñŸø 

Dangling - áêô£´Aø, ªî£ƒ°Aø × Steadily - àÁFò£è

Dispute - ê˜„¬ê, Mõ£î‹ × Agreement - åŠð‰î‹
Etiquette - êÍè ïìˆ¬î º¬ø × Indecency, rudeness - ï£èKèñŸø 
Fewer - Cô × Several - ðô
Liable - èì¬ñŠð†´œ÷, ªð£ÁŠ¹¬ìò × Irresponsible - ªð£ÁŠðŸø

Mysterious - ñ˜ññ£ù × Obvious, evident - ªîOõ£ù

Optimistic - ï¡¬ñJ™ ï‹H‚¬è ªè£‡ì × Pessimistic -  âF½‹ bò M¬÷¾è¬÷ 
ñ†´«ñ âF˜ð£˜ˆî™

Probably - ê£ˆFòºœ÷ × improbably  - ê£ˆFòñŸø

Shallow - ÝöñŸø × Deep - Ýöñ£è
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  Prose - A Nice Cup of Tea 53

Stimulated - É‡ìŠð´î™ × Discouraged - á‚è‹ ªè´ˆî™

Stimulation - É‡´î™, A÷˜„Cò¬ìî™ × Fatigue, dullness  - «ê£˜¾
Subsidiary - ¶¬íò£ù × Primary - ºî¡¬ñò£ù

Sufficient - «ð£¶ñ£ù × Insufficient - «ð£î£î
Violent - õ¡º¬ø × gentle - ªñ¡¬ñò£ù

acutely - bMóñ£è × negligibly - Üô†Còñ£è

Textbook Questions & Answers
1. Based on your understanding of the text, answer each of the following questions in 

one or two sentences.
a) What seems ‘curious’ to the author?
  Preparation of tea is not mentioned in cookery books. No ruling on several 

important points  is found in them. It seems curious to the author.
b) Why does the author say that it is important to include a tea recipe in cookery 

books?
  Tea is one of the main stays of civilisation. The best manner of making tea is a subject 

of dispute all over the world. So the author says that it is important to include tea 
recipe in cookery books.

c) Mention the countries in which tea is a part of civilization.
  In countries like India, Ire (Ireland), Australia and New Zealand, China and Ceylon 

tea is a part of their civilization.
d) Which tea does the author prefer - China tea or Indian tea?
  The author prefers Indian tea to China tea as it has more stimulation.
e) According to the author, what does the phrase ‘a nice cup of tea’ refer to?
  According to the author ‘a nice cup of tea’ refers to Indian tea.
f) What is the second golden rule in the preparation of tea?
  The second golden rule in preparation of tea is that tea should be made in a tea pot 

which would be made of China or earthern wave..
g) How does army tea taste?
  Army tea made in a cauldron tastes of grease and whitewash.
h) Do tea lovers generally like strong tea or weak tea?
  Tea lovers generally like strong tea only.
i) Why should tea be directly added to the pot?
  Tea should be directly added to the pot, because if tea is not loose in the pot, it 

never infuses properly.
j) Why does the author prefer the cylindrical cup to a flat cup? (Mar.-24)
  In a flat cup, tea is half cold before one starts drinking. So, the author recommends 

a cylindrical type of cup.
k) What should be poured into the cup first - tea or milk?
  Only tea should be poured into the cup first, as one can exactly regulate the amount 

of milk to be poured into it.
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54 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -2)

l) Why does the author advise removing cream from the milk?
  The author advises to remove the cream as it gives tea a sickly taste.
m) Does the author like drinking tea with sugar? Give reasons. (PTA - 4)
  The author does not like drinking tea with sugar because sugar destroys the flavour 

of tea.
n) Why does the author refer to himself as being in ‘a minority’?
  The author refers himself to be ‘in a minority’ because a majority of people drink 

tea with sugar. He doesn’t like sugar in tea.
o) Whom does the author call ‘misguided people’? What is his advice to them?
  Some people say that they drink tea for stimulation, they need sugar to take the 

taste away. These are called as ‘misguided’ people by the author. He advises them to 
drink tea without sugar.

2. Based on your understanding of the text, answer each of the following questions in 
four or five sentences.
a) What are the author’s views on China tea? (PTA - 2)
  According to the author, ‘China tea’ is economical and can be drunk without milk. 

But there is not much stimulation in it. One cannot feel wiser, braver or more 
optimistic after drinking it.

b) How does adding sugar affect the taste of tea?
  If sugar is added to tea, it destroys the flavour of the tea. It is Russian style. It would 

be reasonable to add salt and pepper instead of sugar.
c) Elucidate the author’s ideas about teapots.
  The author advises to prepare tea in small quantities only in a teapot. Tea made in 

an urn is tasteless. Army tea made in a cauldron tastes of grease and whitewash. 
Earthenware teapots are the best. Silver teapots are inferior and enamel pots are the 
worst. But a pewter teapot is not so bad.

d) What is an ‘article’ in writing?
  An article is a written work published in a print or electronic medium for 

propogating news, research, etc.
3. Answer each of the following questions in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words.
a) Summarise George Orwell’s distinctive ideas in “A Nice Cup of Tea”.(Mar.-20, PTA - 

1,3,5,6, Mar.-23) (or) Enumerate the eleven golden rules to be followed to prepare a 
perfect cup of tea, as suggested by George Orwell. (Sep.-20)

Tea mainstay of civilisation :
Geroge Orwell feels that tea is one of the mainstays of civilization in India, Europe, 

Australia and New Zealand. He is disappointed that preparation of tea does not find a place in 
any cookery book of recipes. 

Important tips :
He gives 11 important tips to make a cup of perfect tea. They are very useful and logical. 

He says that though China tea is economical and can be consumed without milk, it has less 
stimulation. So, he recommends Indian tea. Only earthernware teapots should be used instead 
of urns and cauldrons. A strong tea is preferable to a weak tea.
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Get a perfect tea :
Tea leaves should be directly put into the pot without any intermediaries. Only boiling 

water should be used. He advises cylindrical cups to serve tea, to keep it warm till it is fully 
consumed. Creamy milk should be avoided to get good taste. Lastly he recommends tea 
without sugar, since sugar takes the flavour away. He also describes the other uses of tea leaves.
b) Discuss how the essay reveals the factual points and the author’s personal opinions 

on the preparation of tea. (Sep.-20)

Perfect tea - defined :
The essay deals with many facts of preparing a cup of  perfect tea and the author’s opinion 

about them. He says the manner of preparation is disputable, but he gives a strong argument 
on his opinion. He compares the economical but less stimulant China tea with Indian tea. 
He describes how a teapot made of earthenware is more useful than a urn or a cauldron. He 
detests the taste of grease and whitewash in tea prepared in a cauldron .

How to serve tea :
He tells how strong tea is preferred by many people who want it to be stronger and 

stronger. Adding tea leaves directly to the pot is advised to minimise the harmful effects of the 
intermediaries. Tea in a cylindrical cup is warm till the end, than in a flat cup. So, one should 
serve tea in a cylinderical cup only.

Tea without sugar :
Finally, he argues that tea should be taken without sugar. He may be in a miniority when 

he says this, but sugar takes away the flavour of tea. With sugar, one cannot get the feeling of 
drinking tea. All the above may be controversial points while making tea, but one can find 
truth and logic in the author’s opinion about his preferences to make a cup of perfect tea.
c) What are the aspects that contribute to humour in the essay?
 The essay contains some humorous points:

Curious - recipe not found :
He says it is ‘curious’ that ‘tea making’ does not find place in cookery books. ‘Making 

tea’ cannot be a subject of ‘violent’ disputes. He himself says that some of his opinions are 
controversial. He goes on to explain how can one be more optimistic after drinking a cup of 
tea.

People prefer strong tea. That is why extra ration is issued to old age pensioners. He 
humorously says that one can swallow tea leaves without any harm than imprisoning them in 
strainers and muslin bags. He deals at length about what should be poured first into the cup, 
tea or milk. It is humorous that this controversey has two schools of thought. He says that tea 
should be drunk without sugar. He calls people misguided if they prefer tea with sugar. Instead 
of adding sugar to tea, one can add sugar or salt to hot water and drink it.

How the leaves are misused :
It is considered ‘vulgar’ to drink tea in a saucer. He talks about the subsidiary uses of tea 

leaves like fortune telling, predicting arrival of people healing burns and sweeping the carpet. 
Such humorous points make the essay really interesting.
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4. Based on your understanding of the text, complete the chart given below by choosing 
the appropriate words or phrases given in brackets.

Tea should be made in __(8)__ in a teapot.

The teapot should be made of __(9)__.

The pot should be __ (11)__ before hand.

The pot should not have __(5)__.

While pouring water the teapot should be  __(7)__.

The tea leaves should be __(4)__

After making tea, it should be __(10__ or the pot
should be __(2)__.

The __(3)__ for the tea should be __(6)__.

The author does not like to __(1)__ to tea.

Ans :
8. small quantities

9. China or Earthenware

11. warmed

5. strainers

7. taken to the kettle

4. infused property

10. stirred, 2. shaken

3. milk, 6. without cream

1. add sugar

Golden Rules of 
Tea Preparation
1.  add sugar 
2.  shaken 
3.  milk 
4.  infused properly 
5.  strainers 
6.  without cream 
7.  taken to the kettle 
8.  small quantities
9.  China or earthenware 
10.  stirred
11.  warmed

Vocabulary
a) Find out the synonym of the underlined word in each of the following sentences. 

 1. But because the best manner of making it is the subject of violent disputes.
a) agreements b) applauses c) conflicts d) discussions

 Ans : c) conflicts
 2. ..tea is one of the mainstays of civilization in the country.

a) a society in an advanced state of social development
b) a society that has slow progress
c) a society that has no progress
d) a society in an average state of social development

 Ans : a) a society in an advanced state of social development
 3. ...that they only drink it in order to be warmed and stimulated.

a) motivated b) discouraged c) passive d) admired
 Ans : a) motivated
 4. ...under the spout to catch the stray leaves.

a) fresh b) loose c) gathered d) harmful
 Ans : b) loose
 5. One is liable to put in too much milk.

a) likely b) certain c) eager d) responsible
 Ans : a) likely
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b)  Find out the antonym of the underlined word in each of the following sentences.
 1.  …which are not to be despised.

a) hated  b) liked c) respected  d) defeated

 Ans : b) liked
 2.  One does not feel wise, braver or more optimistic.

a) opportunistic  b) cheerful  c) realistic  d) pessimistic 

 Ans : d) pessimistic
 3.  Not the flat, shallow type…

a) narrow  b) wide c) deep  d) direct

 Ans : c) deep
 4.  Predicting the arrival of visitors…

a) journey  b) departure c) migration  d) perusal

 Ans : b) departure
 5.  ...but they are sufficient to show how subtilized the whole business has become.

a) enough  b) suffocative c) inadequate  d) submissive

 Ans : c) inadequate
c)  Fill in the boxes with the correct answers. The first one has been done for you.

S.
No

Word with meaning and 
part of speech Sentence Noun / Verb 

/ Adj. form Sentence

1
Word : wise
meaning : clever
part of speech : adjective

My brother is 
wise.

wisdom
(Noun)

My brother showed 
great wisdom in 
business.

2 harm - to hurt (noun)
I promise not to 
harm anyone.

harmful 
(adjective)

Alcohol is harmful 
to health.

3
stimulate - motivate 
(verb)

Vivekananda‘s 
speeches 
stimulated the 
youth.

stimulation
(Noun)

Children need 
stimulation

4
argue - heated exchange
 (verb)

My brother always 
argues with me.

Argument
(Noun)

There was an 
argument between 
the brothers about 
the property.

5
strong - powerful / 
sturdy (Adjective)

Shivaji is a 
strong leader.

Strength 
(Noun)

Youth are a Nation’s 
strength.

6
destroy - demolish
(verb)

The house was 
destroyed in an 
earthquake.

destruction 
(Noun)

Forests are facing 
destruction
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Listening
 Listen to the passage about the ‘Significance of Tea’ and answer the questions.

Questions :
1. Which country is the largest tea producer in the world?

Ans : China
2. _____ percent of the tea produced in India is exported.

Ans : 30%
3. What is the role of antioxidants in tea?

Ans :  Antioxidants in tea might prevent cancer
4. Drinking tea strengthens one’s _____, _____ and _____.

Ans : teeth, bones, immune system
5. How does drinking tea help a diabetic?

Ans :  Regular tea drinking tea lowers blood sugar and blood pressure.
Speaking

 Now use these ideas and prepare a speech on the topic ‘The importance of developing 
a positive attitude’ and deliver the speech in the school assembly.
A positive attitude helps one to cope more easily with the daily affairs of life. It makes you 

an optimist. It helps you to avoid worries and negative thinking. It would bring constructive 
changes in life and makes the life happier, brighter, and more successful.

The positive attitude helps you to see the bright side of life and expect the best to happen. 
It is certainly a state of mind that is well worth developing.

Positive attitude motivates and gives energy to accomplish goals. It makes you look 
at failures and problems as blessing in disguise. It leads to success. If this attitude is strong 
enough, it becomes contagious. It is as if you radiate light around you.

Look at the practical example in life. If potatoes, an egg and coffee beans are boiled in hot 
water separately, each one gives a different reaction. The hard potato becomes soft and weak, 
the fragile egg becomes hard. One should take the example of coffee beans which spread a rich 
aroma after being boiled. It converts itself into a stimulating hot beverage. In adversity, the 
strength within should come out and help achieve goals. 

Non - Verbal representation
 Look at the following non - verbal representation. Based on your understanding and 

inference. Write a paragraph on career trends in the next decade.
Fastest - Growing Occupations
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The bar diagram represents the fastest growing occupations and career trends in the 
next decade. The largest number of occupations will be available for wind and solar energy 
technicians closely followed by personal care and home health aides.

Health care invites most people as physician assistants and nurses. Occupations in Hotel 
Management and Hospitality sector will have least number of vacancies.

Software industry will have moderate openings whereas media persons and journalists 
will be needed more.

The education department in terms of vacancies stands third from the last.
It can be inferred that more emphasis will be laid on utilisation of natural resources like 

wind and solar energy. Health care will also find an important place.
More statisticians and mathematicians will be needed to prepare relevent data for 

focussing on the important sectors.
Reading

 Now read the following article on the emerging career options in the modern era and 
answer  the questions that follow.    - Refer Textbook Page No. - 42 & 43
Questions :

a) When do students start thinking about the career path?
 The students at the higher secondary level in schools start thinking about their career 

path.
b) How can students build a strong career?
 Students must understand the prospective field and the primary interest in building a 

strong career for them. They need to qualify by pursuing a degree course suited to their 
area of interest.

c) What are the integral aspects of a successful career?
 Overall personality development and honing communication skills are the integral 

aspects of a successful career.
d) What is meant by ‘culinary art’?
 ‘Culinary art’ is the sub - domain of the hospitality sector which deals with food and 

cookery.
e) Why is media a popular career option?
  Youngsters are attracted to media and journalism  as it gives great exposure and greater 

reach.
f) Name some paramedical courses mentioned in the passage.
 Some of the paramedical courses in demand are in optometry, pathology, nursing, 

physiotherapy and dentistry.
g) Why is the hotel industry seen as the fastest growing in India?
 The increase in the number of international travellers has contributed to the growth of 

hotel industry offering house keeping, front desk executives and tourism management 
personnel.

h) Does one have to be a player to opt for a career in the field of sports? Answer giving 
reasons.

 One need not be a player to opt a career in the field of sports because it offers options 
such as trainers, commentators, sports journalists, referees and dieticians.
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i) Pick one word from the passage which is the opposite of ‘modern’.
 Traditional.
j) Which word in the passage means ‘composed of people from many parts of the 

country’?
 “Cosmopolitan” means ‘composed of people from many parts of the country’.

Grammar

Prepositions
The underlined words in the following sentences from the text are the examples of 

prepositions.
 1. If you look up ‘tea’ in the first cookery book.
 2. Fifthly, the tea should be put straight into the pot.
  ‘in’ is used for the placement of noun inside another noun.
  ‘into’ is used for the movement of a noun from one status to another status.
  A preposition is a word or a phrase that is used to show the relationship between a 

noun and another noun.

Task - 1
 Recall your learning of basic prepositions and complete the sentences using the 

prepositions given in brackets.
over under on between among into with since in front of near /  beside

a) The boy jumped _____ a narrow stream.
Ans : into

b) Afsar will meet me _____ Friday morning.
Ans :  on

c) The temple is _____ the bank.
Ans :  near / beside

d) My friend will meet me _____ his brother tomorrow.
Ans :  with

e) There is usually a garden _____ a bungalow.
Ans :  infront of

f) Yuvan has been studying well _____ childhood.
Ans :  since

g) A trekker climbed ____a mountain meticulously.
Ans :  over

h) There was a skirmish ____my brother and sister.
Ans :  between

i) The laudable thoughts were apparent _____ many scholars in a conference.
Ans :  among

j) It is easy to work _____ the aegis of a visionary leader.
Ans :  under
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Task - 2
 Complete the following passages using the prepositions given in brackets.

(among, for, at, to, in)
i) When Lakshmi was (1) ___ school, she practised music from Monday (2) ___ Friday. She 

involved herself (3) ___ the school orchestra. She was responsible (4) ___ conducting 
many programmes. She was very popular (5) ___ her schoolmates, as she was kind, 
friendly and helpful.
 Ans : 1 - at, 2 - to, 3 - in, 4 - for, 5 - among.

ii) (after, with, on, before, of, in, for)
 (1) ___ the interview, Solomon was confident (2) ___ getting the job. He knew that he 

was qualified (3) ___ the job. He was interested (4) ___ discharging his duty perfectly. The 
interview panel was impressed (5) ___ his attitude and skills. So (6) ___ the interview, he 
was (7) ___ cloud nine.
 Ans : 1 - Before  2 - of  3 - for  4 - in  5 - with  6 - after  7 - on

Prepositional Phrases
A prepositional phrase is made up of a preposition and a noun phrase.

Task - 1
 Underline the prepositional phrases. The first two examples have been done for you.
a) With reference to your advertisement in a local newspaper, I am applying for the post of 

a salesman.
b) The assignment will be completed in a few weeks.
c) Ravi was appreciated by his teachers.
d) We feel sorry for our mistakes.
e) The boy studied well in spite of many obstacles.
f) Our nation is famous for its glorious culture.
g) We are proud of our children.
h) My brother will return home in the evening.

Task - 2
 Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositional phrase given in brackets.
 (in favour of, in case of, according to, on the whole, on account of, on behalf of, in spite 

of, instead of)
a) _____Kiran, Rajesh may attend a programme. 

Ans : instead of 
b) Many tourists visited Ooty _____ heavy rains. 

Ans : in spite of
c) Expressing gratitude _____ others is common in a vote of thanks. 

Ans : on behalf of
d) _____, I had a happy childhood.

Ans : on the whole
e) Our teacher always acts _____ her students. 

Ans : in favour of 
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f) _____ his laziness, the boy remained passive for a long time.
Ans : on account of

g) _____ Gandhiji, ahimsa means infinite love.
Ans : according to

h) _____ rain, take an umbrella.
Ans : in case of

Conjunctions
A conjunction is a word that joins together words, phrases, clauses or sentences. There are 

two types of conjunctions, namely coordinating conjunctions and subordinating conjunctions.
Coordinating conjunctions : Coordinating conjunctions are used in compound 

sentences. They help in joining sentences and independent clauses of equal rank.
Subordinating conjunctions : Subordinating conjunctions are words that join two 

clauses, one being subordinate to the other. They are used to join complex sentences.
Connectives or Linkers

Connectives are words that join or link ideas in a sentence. They can also be used to 
connect ideas together in separate sentences and to link ideas between paragraphs.

Connectives help in facilitating the flow of language in the construction of proper 
structures while writing or speaking. They help to connect ideas so as to smoothly link one 
point or a paragraph to the next to make our writing or speaking more powerful.

Task - 1
 Choose the appropriate linker from within the brackets and complete the 

sentences. 
a) I could not complete my paper in the examination _____ (because, but) I was slow in 

answering the questions. 
Ans : because

b) It started raining, _____ (yet. so) we could not play.
Ans : so

c) _____ (As, If) I got up early, I managed to reach school on time.
Ans : As

d) _____ (Though / Whereas) he committed a mistake, he apologised _____ (and / since) 
promised that he would not repeat it.
Ans : Though, and

e) This is _____ (how / what) it must be done.
Ans : how

f) The vendor saw the train moving slowly from the platform, _____ (therefore / until) he 
got in.
Ans : therefore

g) I was not well,  _____ (but / so) I did not attend the class.
Ans : so

h) (If, Although) _____ she can drive, she travels by bus.
Ans : Although
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i) (If / Unless) _____ you register your name, you cannot participate in the competitions.
Ans :  Unless

j) (As soon as / Besides) _____ my father arrived home, I narrated the incident.
Ans : As soon as

k) Be quick to hear _____ (then / and) slow to speak.
Ans : and

l) I am _____ (neither / either) an ascetic in theory _____ (nor / or) in practice.
Ans : neither,nor

m) We fail to harness the rain water, __ (consequently, nevertheless) we suffer.
Ans : consequently

n) My brother will certainly clear GRE _____ (yet / for) he works very hard.
Ans : for

Task - 2
 Combine the sentences and rewrite them using the words given in the brackets.
a) The well was deep. Therefore, the fox could not get out of the well. (because)
 Ans : The fox could not get out of the well because the well was deep.
b) The work was over. We went home. (when)
 Ans : When the work was over, we went home.
c) A library is a public place. We see a number of books kept there for reading. (where)
 Ans : A library is a public place where we see a number of books kept for reading.
d) The culprit was caught. Immediately, he was taken to the police station. (as soon as)
 Ans : As soon as the culprit was caught, he was taken to the police station.
e) The boys were stealing mangoes from a grove. At that time, the owner of the grove came  

in. (while)
  Ans : While the boys were stealing mangoes from a grove, the owner of the grove came 

in.
f) Artificially flavoured juices are hazardous to health. Moreover, they lead to kidney 

problems. (and)
 Ans : Artificially flavoured juices are hazardous to health and they lead to kidney 

problems.
g) Adit has been promoted. Ranjan has been promoted. (as well as)
 Ans :  Adit as well as Ranjan has been promoted.
h) Caesar was declared emperor. The conspirators killed him. (After)
 Ans :  After Caesar was declared emperor, the conspirators killed him.

Task - 3
 Fill in the blanks with appropriate correlative conjunctions.
a) She is _____ an understanding person _____ everybody likes to be with her.

Ans :  such, that
b) Suraj owns _____ a typewriter _____ a computer.

Ans : both, and
c) Vani is _____ a good singer _____ a good dancer.

Ans : not only, but also
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d) Amit did not know _____ his father met his class teacher _____ not.
Ans : whether, or

e) I would _____ starve _____ beg.
Ans : neither, nor

Writing

Article Writing
An article is a piece of writing penned for a large group of readers, usually intended for 

publication in newspapers or magazines. Therefore, the objective of writing an article should 
be to attract the attention of the readers and to retain their interest as well. The author of 
an article should be well informed about the subject and should have a wide knowledge of 
the same. He / She should be creative and should possess good vocabulary. He / She should 
develop the skill to organise and present ideas in a coherent and logical manner.

Task - 1
The Government of Tamil Nadu has imposed a ban on the use of plastic. Effective 

implementation of this ban depends on public awareness and individual responsiblity.
 Write an article of 150 words for your school magazine to create an awareness of 

the dangers posed by indiscriminate use of plastic. Expand the ideas given below as 
notes.
Notes :  

a.   Introduction :
 i) Plastic - synthetic material - doesn’t decompose in soil.
 ii) Inevitable role of plastic - man’s day - to - day life.

b. Human Health Hazard
 i) Leeching of plastic into food - micro plastic entering food chain.
 ii) Human body’s inability to deal with this unnatural substance.
iii) Reaction of micro plastic in human body and ill effects.

c. Adverse effects on plants and animals
 i) Plastic particles choking waterways - affect aquatic animals.
 ii) Ingestion by aquatic and terrestrial animals - blocking of intestines and respiratory 

passages.
d. Environmental Degradation

 i) Manufacturing process and burning of plastics - pollute atmosphere.
 ii) Plastic - non - biodegradable - interferes with soil micro - organisms - affects soil 

fertility.
e. Conclusion

 i) Suggestions for restricted use - alternatives for one -time use of plastics.
 ii) Segregation of plastic waste - for recycling.

 Awareness of the dangers posed by indiscriminate use of plastics.
Introduction :
Plastic is a synthetic material. It doesn’t decompose in soil. It takes one thousand years 

for plastic to decompose. Therefore, it is a hazard to the environment. But unfortunately plastic 
has invaded man’s day to day life. Its role in  our daily life is inevitable. There is no activity in 
our life which does not include use of plastic.
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Human health hazard :
In recent times, leeching of plastic into food has become the greatest health hazard, micro 

plastic has entered into food chain. It is a man - made hazard knowingly and unknowingly 
mixing plastic with food. Human body is not capable of dealing with this unnatural substance. 
It cannot  digest or eject. Deposits of micro plastic in internal organs affect health. There are 
numerous ill - effects on human body because of this onslaught of micro plastic.

Adverse effect on plants and animals :
It is of a great concern that, plastic apart from adversely affecting the environment and 

humans, has taken a great toll on plants and animals. Plastic chokes waterways and also affect 
acquatic animals. Ingestion of plastic by aquatic and terrestrial animals blocks the intestines 
and respiratory passages in animals leading to their untimely death.

Environmental degradation :
Plastic has contributed to the rise in pollution, both in the process of manufacture and 

disposal. By burning plastic, atmosphere is polluted, water is polluted and earth too.
Non biogradable plastic interferes with soil micro - organisms and affects the soil badly.
Conclusion :
The only way to solve this problem is to restrict the use of plastic in day - to - day life. 

Alternative should be developed to replace one time use of plastic. As the recent trend shows, 
plastic waste should be segragated and used for recycling.

Task - 2
 Urban living brings with it a possibility of various communicable diseases.
 Now write an article of about 150 words for a leading newspaper on the various ways 

of maintaining personal hygiene and sanitation in order to ensure a healthy living. 
Make use of the hints given below.
Hints :

a) Introduction
 ‘Cleanliness is next to Godliness’ - brief explanation.

b) Personal hygiene
 i) Frequent washing of hands and regular bathing.
 ii) Brushing of teeth, trimming of nails and hair.
iii) Wearing clean clothes.

c) Keeping diseases at bay
 i) Avoid street food.
 ii) Keep food containers covered.
iii) Drink boiled water.
iv) Wash fruits and vegetables in flowing water.

d) Keeping living areas, surroundings and the environment clean.
 i) Disposal of domestic organic waste on a daily basis and hazardous waste in 

designated places.
 ii) Regular sweeping, mopping and dusting.
iii) Disinfection of toilets and bathing areas.
iv) Avoid littering of public places.
 v) Avoid spitting, urinating and defecating in public places.
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e) Conclusion
 hygiene - a collective exercise - everyone’s involvement and practice, a must - ensure 

community health and happiness - celebrate life.
a) Introduction :

Cleanliness is next to Godliness. We need to keep ourselves, our homes and our 
surroundings clean to stay away from infectious diseases. Unclean environment is the breeding 
ground of many contagious diseases.
b) Personal hygiene :

To stay healthy, fit and good looking, we need to wash our hands with soap as frequently 
as necessary. Even when there is scarcity of water, we need to bathe everyday. Personal 
grooming can win friends and make our chances favourable while trying to move up in career. 
Young as well as old ones must brush the teeth both in the early morning and before going to 
bed. Trimming of nails and combing the hair in a formal way will naturally win respect from 
colleagues and strangers.
c) Keeping  diseases at bay :

Taking street food is dangerous to health. They prepare tasty junk food using recycled 
oil. Doctors say that eating food prepared in unhygienic ways is a sure way to invite diseases. 
Eating from plastic sheets enables eating of micro - plastics which can’t be digested by us. We 
must keep the cooked food well - covered. We must drink boiled water to avoid the attack of 
water - borne diseases. We must wash fruits in free flowing water before eating.
4. Keeping living areas, surroundings and environment clean :

We need to be sensitive to the ways in which we dispose of organic waste and recyclable 
and hazardous waste. Waste must be disposed on a daily basis, Swachata Abhiyan focuses on 
keeping all the living habitation clean and free from pollution - linked and infections diseases. 
The central Government allots a lot of money and we also pay to the municipality for safe 
disposal of waste.

We need to sweep, mop and dust the house and office to make them neat places to live 
in and work. There is a notion that any place outside, my home is fit for littering. It is wrong. 
We should not litter public places. Villagers still have a habit of spitting and urinating in public 
places which could create health hazards for innocent pedastrians.
e. Conclusion

Hygiene is not an individual practice. It is a collective exercise displaying the collective 
responsibility towards the community we live in. In order to ensure community health and 
happiness and to celebrate life, we must work together to keep our surroundings clean.

Suggested Topics :
1. Importance of Physical Exercises / Sports and Games

Physical Exercise Uses :
Regular physical activity can improve your muscle strength and boost your endurance. 

Exercise delivers oxygen and nutrients to your tissues and helps your cardio vascular system 
work more efficiently. And when The health of your heart and lung improves you have more 
energy to tackle daily chores.

Tension free life :
Exercise acts on digestive system also. It activates enzymes and stimulates metabolism. 

This helps in digestion and induces appetite. You tend to eat and digest, thereby improving the 
general condition of the body. The free movement of the parts of the body especially arms and 
limbs helps you to lead a tension - free life in the old age.
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2. Travel and its benefits
Health improves :
Travelling improves your health. From cutting down of stress to lowering your chances 

of developing  a heart disease, the health benefits of travelling are huge. You may stay by sitting 
on a chair all day long at the work place, but including some walking to your routine is sure to 
make your body feel better.

Benefits of travel :
Apart from health benefits, travelling is a source of knowledge, education and experience. 

There is scope for improving one’s social and communication skills. Peace of mind is a large 
benefit of travel. Creative thoughts and broadening the horizon, enchancing tolerance are all 
the benefits of travel.

Travel boosts confidence, and it is real education in life. The memories of travel are that 
of a life time.

3. Water conservation
Conserve water :
Our lives depend entirely on water. It is our duty to conserve water. We are left with 

only 3% of potable water on the earth. Remaining is 97% of salt water in the seas. It is our 
responsibility not to pollute and abuse it. We must know how to conserve water.

Methods to conserve water :
By protecting against pollution, we can contribute to the conservation of potable water. 

Modern irrigation methods help solve water shortage and avoid wastage. Water can be saved 
in industries. Industries can adopt water recycling. Digging lakes, ponds, safeguarding water 
bodies will help retain rain water.

Water conservation at Home :
Little things can be followed at home to save water. Children can be educated to save 

water and avoid wastage during their chores like washing, bathing and cleaning. Leaks should 
be immediately arrested. Energy efficient appliances can be used to conserve water. Water 
harvesting will support farming practices.

Preserve water bodies :
The water bodies which are in a dilapidated condition or under threat of encroachment 

can be reclaimed and repaired to keep the underground water table at reasonable depth.
4. Child Labour

Affects Child Health :
Child labour means involving the children in arduous labour. This affects their physical 

and mental development. It exploits their potential to grow up with dignity.
Education deprived :
Child labour does not follow any pattern. It happens in all walks from within families to 

factories. Children in the school going age are employed in all kinds of jobs. They work in  a 
deplorable atmosphere. They are never paid or paid less. Poverty of the parents is exploited to 
employ the children depriving them of their education.

Eradicate child labour :
The mindset of the society should be changed to emphasize that children must go to 

school and only adults should be employed. Government should make strict laws to eradicate 
child labour and the laws must be executed in letter and spirit. We should pitch for a bright 
future for our children.
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5. Mobile phones - Advantages and Disadvantages
Smart phones :
A mobile phone is a communication device, which is used only for communication. 

However technological developments in the field of communication have made the phone 
a smart phone with features like video calls, surfing net, playgames and take high resolution 
pictures.

Merits - Demerits :
The advantages of the smart phones have become a great disadvantage to the people, 

especially students. they get addicted to it. They invite various health problems and social 
problems. 

Use Judiciously :
It is established beyond doubt that mobile phones are useful and necessary gadgets 

for our everyday life. Without cell phones, life would be harder. While enjoying the benefits 
of phones, we must be aware of its abuses too. Mobile phones could have health and safety 
hazards when not used appropriately.

6. Consumerism - Wants and Needs 
Definition :
Consumerism means the protection or promotion of the interests of the consumers. 

The growth of consumerism has led to many organizations improving their service to the 
customer. It is a social and economic order that encourages the acquisition of goods and 
services. In the last century mass production has led to an economic crisis of a different nature; 
over production beyond consumer demand.

Consumer - the King :
Consumer is always the king. It is an important aspect of business. Various methods are 

used to create demand. It also serves as the protection of consumers against harmful products 
or business methods.

Wants and needs : 
We have to consume to survive. We need food, water, shelter and clothing. It is nice to 

have more than the bare necessities. People go behind electronics, enjoyment, luxury etc. They 
forget that what they “want” is not a real ‘need’. That is where wants Vs needs comes into play. 
But many people cannot draw a line between the two. While in one part of the world food is 
wasted, in the other part people are starving.

People should learn to avoid wastage in every sphere.
7. Value of Education

Need for Education :
Education is necessary for all to go ahead in life and get success. It develops confidence 

and builds the personality of a person. School education plays an important role in everyone’s 
life. The whole education has been divided into three divisions such as the Primary, Secondary 
and Higher Secondary education.

Stages of Education :
Primary education prepares the base which helps throughout the life. Secondary education 

prepares the path for higher studies. Higher Secondary education decides the ultimate path 
to life and career. Our education decides what kind of person we would be in future. In the 
competitive world it is a must for all to have good education. 
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Passport to success :
Education alone is not enough for getting a job and to settle down in life. It makes us 

strong, mentally, socially and intellectually. It is necessary to acquire softskills. Mastery of 
strategic competencies will help students face occupational challenges in life.

Parents dream for their children to occupy high positions. There is only one way to fulfil 
all dreams. Education is the passport to successful life.

8. Value based Education
Impact on Society :
The purpose of value based education is to build the various qualities of honesty, strength 

and humility in a person with regard to social, moral and spiritual behaviour. It plays a big role 
in teaching the importance of being honest with others, being humble in all situations and be 
able to face challenges.

Impact on Society :
It helps in shaping the individual’s behaviour to fit in the society without negative impact 

on others’ lives. It is important to incorporate value - based education in school system. It will 
have an impact on the whole society, making the world, a better place to live in. The spiritual 
behaviour is also strengthened.

Shapes behaviour :
A spiritual person is usually associated with good qualities in life such as honesty, 

humbleness and humility. The value - based education plays a big role in shaping the individual’s 
successful behaviour. A person well - grounded in value based education can display good 
morals, interact with others well. He or she can become successful in all aspects of life. Value - 
based education will facilitate a person to take ethically right decisions in life.

Essay Writing   

Task - 1
An essay is an attempt or a trial in writting a piece of composition.
Write an essay of about 200 words each.

1. The profession you would like to choose
 Introduction: 
Every one has an ambition in life. An ambition free life is not worth living. I am doing 

my +2. I have taken Biology, Physics, Chemistry as my core subjects. I want to do medicine. I 
wish I were a doctor of medicine right now.

Why I choose the profession of a doctor?: 
Many young children  in India lose their eye sight as a result of malnutrition. If I take up 

any other profession, I would not be in a position to meet such  people and advise  them to 
change their way of life and get cured.

Visiting Schools: 
It is said, “Catch them young" is the best way.  I shall visit Government  schools for 

periodical health check-up of school children. I shall invite village elders also when I visit 
schools. There shall  be separate sessions for adults and I shall de mystify them about their 
myths and misconceptions about AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases and heart ailments.
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Conclusion : 
People make a  hue and cry about the dearth of Medical services to the poor in primary 

Health Centres.  To address this, these primary Health Centres should be well-connected to 
cities so that ambulance services could help fatal cases.  As a doctor I believe that if I make a 
difference, others will follow suit.
2. The importance of a balanced diet

Nutrition and food :
Nutrition is vital for your body and all of its systems to function properly. Having good 

nutrition will help you maintain a healthy weight, reduce body fat, provide your body with 
energy,  promote good sleep and generally make you feel better. This has been proved through 
many scienfitic studies and is now well documented. Regular intake of nutritious food prevents 
many of the present day diseases.

What is balanced diet?
Balanced diet is defined as having a variety of foods, basing meal on starchy foods and 

eating at least five portions of fruit and vegetable a day. Moderate amounts of fish is also 
recommended to moderate the amount of protein and food high in fat or sugar.

Rising levels of obesity and diabetes are examples of the effects of a poor diet and lack of 
exercise. Heart disease, cancer, stroke and diabetes are directly influenced by diet. At the core 
of a balanced diet are foods that are low in fats and sugars and high in vitamins, minerals and 
other nutrients. Fruits and vegetables are an essential part of balanced diet.
3. A memorable journey.

The Train Journey :
I had a memorable experience during a train journey. A group of five members of our 

family went on a trip to Delhi, Agra, Haridwar during May last year.
Visit to Agra :
We visited Haridwar and New Delhi. On return, we had booked our tickets to Chennai 

from Agra. After enjoying ourselves in the pricincts of the great Taj Mahal, we returned to the 
Agra station to board our train at 10 p.m. There was no display of coach position in the station. 
We were told by the station Master that the A/C coach in which we were to travel would be in 
the front.

But when the train arrived, the A/C coaches were at the end. We struggled to run to our 
coach. In the meantime, the train had started. We jumped into some sleeper coach.

Our nightmare :
Ournightmere had started then. All the coaches were full with unreserved and 

unauthorised passengers. There were none to control. We could not move to our coach through 
the vestibule, as the doors were closed. We had to stand throughout the night. Later in the 
morning, when the train stopped at a junction, we rushed to our compartment after a sleepless 
night. This was a memorable but a  bad experience I had.
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UNIT - 2 / Poem

Our Casurina Tree
(Toru Dutt)

About the Author 
Toru Dutt (1856 - 1877) was a Bengali poet from the Indian subcontinent, who wrote in 

English and French. She was the third daughter in the family. The Dutt family was a family of 
distinguished intellectuals and poets. She also had the advantage of being taught by excellent 
English tutors at home and later on of the long stay in Europe and England. Toru, with all 
her exposure to and involvement in Western life and culture loved the land of her birth and 
remained thoroughly Indian in her consciousness and sensibility. Besides her well-known 
collection of poems with the title ‘Ancient Ballads’ and ‘Legends of Hindustan’ (1882) she has 
to her credit a volume of poems in French titled ‘Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields’ (1875). ‘Our 
Casuarina Tree’, the most well-known of Toru’s poems, was included in her ‘Miscellaneous 
Poems’.

Summary
Celebration of a ‘Tree’ :
‘Our Casuarina Tree’ is a poem by Toru Dutt an Indian writer in English. She celebrates 

a huge tree associating it with her happy childhood. The opening image compares the tree to 
a python. The tree symbolises the ancient culture of India. The circling vine symbolises the 
deadly influence of colonialism. But it adds to the beauty of the tree. 

Home for many creatures :
The ‘Crimson’ flowers that cluster on it resemble a kind of milestone. They attract the 

birds and bees. It is full of lovely sounds. Apart from appealing to the human eye, the tree 
brims with vitality. The tree is associated with baboons, the singing birds Kokilas, sleepy cows 
undeneath and water lilles that adore the pond near by. 

Tree lives in poem forever :
Earlier it has been associated with pleasure but now it seems to give off dirge like murmur. 

It is also associated with the homeland. Finally it is a symbol of happiness. The tree becomes a 
celebration of loved ones. The author and her friends woke up from sleep and played under it. 
The author says that the memory of the tree will live in her poem for ever.

Warm up - ÝòˆîŠðì™

 You visit your school after several years. As you cross the banyan tree at the entrance, 
cheerful memories fill your mind. Fill the bubbles with your memories.

Teachers
Friends

Games
played

	 I usually played hide and seek with my friends.
	 We used to sit and study during exam time under this tree’s in its shadow.
	  I usually laugh louder.
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 ðô Ý‡´èÀ‚°Š Hø°, cƒèœ àƒèœ ðœO‚° Müò‹ ªêŒA¡l˜èœ. ¸¬ö¾ õ£JL™ 
àœ÷ Ýôñóˆ¬î‚ èì‰¶ ªê™½‹ «ð£¶, Þ¡ðñ£ù G¬ù¾èœ àƒèœ àœ÷ˆ¬î 
GóŠ¹A¡øù. àƒèœ G¬ù¾èO™ àœ÷õŸ¬ø, Þ‰î c˜‚ °INèO™ GóŠ¹è. 

		 â¡ ï‡ð˜èÀì¡ õö‚èñ£è‚ è‡í£Í„C M¬÷ò£´«õ¡.
		«î˜¾ «ïóƒèO™ Þ‰î ÝôñóˆF¡ GöL™ Üñ˜‰¶ ð®Š«ð£‹.
		ï£¡ õö‚èñ£è àóˆî °óL™ CKŠ«ð¡.

1. Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the box given and complete the summary 
of the poem.
The casuarina tree is tall and strong, with a creeper winding around it like a (1)_____. 

The tree stands like a (2) _____ with a colourful scarf of flowers. Birds surround the garden 
and the sweet song of the bird is heard. The poet is delighted to see the casuarina tree through 
her (3) _____. She sees a grey monkey sitting like a (4) _____ on top of the tree, the cows 
grazing and the water lilies (5) _____ in the pond. The poet feels that the tree is dear to her 
not for its (6) _____ appearance but for the (7) _____ memories of her happy childhood that 
it brings to her. She strongly believes that (8) _____ communicates with human beings. The 
poet could communicate with the tree even when she was in a far - off land as she could hear 
the tree (9) _____ her absence. The poet (10) _____ the tree’s memory to her loved ones, who 
are not alive. She immortalizes the tree through her poem like the poet Wordsworth who (11) 
_____ the yew tree of Borrowdale in verse. She expresses her wish that the tree should be 
remembered out of love and not just because it cannot be (12) _____.

[python  statue  nature casement  nostalgic lamenting 
impressive  forgotten  giant  consecrates springing  sanctified]
Ans :  1. python  2. giant  3. casement  4. statue  
   5. springing  6. impressive  7. nostalgic 8. nature  
   9. lamenting  10. consecrates  11. sanctified  12. forgotten

2. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in one or 
two sentences each.
a) What is the creeper compared to?
  The creeper is compared to a python.
b) How does the creeper appear on the tree?
  The creeper appears like a rugged trunk with deep scars.
c) Describe the garden during the night.
  During nights, the garden overflows with endless sweet songs of the singing birds 

like kokila. The garden looks like Eden.
d) How does the poet spend her winter?
  The poetess spends her winter watching the baboon that sits like a statue on top of 

the tree watching the sunrise, the cows grazing and the water lillies springing in the 
pond. 

e) Name the bird that sings in the poet’s garden.
  Kokila is the singing bird.
f) Why is the casuarina tree dear to the poet’s heart?
  The tree is dear to the poet’s heart not because of it’s magnificence. It was dear 

because she had played under it with her friends during her childhood.
g) Does nature communicate with human beings?
  Yes. Nature communicates with human beings.
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h) What has Wordsworth sanctified in his poem?
  Wordsworth has sanctified a ‘Yew’ tree of Borrowdale is his poem.
i) To whom does Toru Dutt want to consecrate the tree’s memory?
  Toru Dutt wants to consecrate the tree’s memory to her loved ones who are not 

alive.
j) The casuarina tree will be remembered for ever. Why?
  The Casuarina tree will be remembered for ever in the poem because of the poetess’ 

love for the tree and many happy memories of her childhood days.
3. Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow.

a) A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound
 No other tree could live.
i) Which tree is referred to in the above lines? (Dept., PTA - 1, 5, Sep.-21)
  A Casuarina tree is referred to in these lines.
ii) How does the tree survive the tight hold of the creeper? (Dept., PTA - 3)
  The tree is strong like a giant. So it survives the tight hold of the creeper.
iii) Why does Toru Dutt use the expression ‘a creeper climbs’? (PTA - 3)
  ‘a creeper climbs’ means that the creeper climbs the tree like a python does.
iv) What quality of tree in highlighted here? (PTA-1, 5)
  The strength of the tree is highlighted here.
v) What is compared to python? (or) How does the poet describe the creeper?(Sep.-21)
  The poet says that the creeper has wound itself around the rugged trunk of the 

Casuarina Tree like a huge python.
vi) Mention the figure of speech. (May-22)
  Simile.
vii) What is winding round and round? (May-22)
  A creeper is winding round and round.

b) The giant wears the scarf, and flowers are hung
 In crimson clusters all the boughs among
i) Who is the giant here? (PTA - 2)
  The Casuarina tree is the giant here.
ii) Why is the scarf colourful?
  The scarf has clusters of red crimson flowers. So it is colourful.
iii) Mention the figure of speech used in the 2nd line? (PTA - 2, Sep.-22)
  Personification.

c) “Fear, trembling Hope, and Death, the skeleton,
 And time the shadow;” and though weak the verse
 That would thy beauty fain, oh, fain rehearse,
 May love defend thee from oblivion’s curse.
i) What does the poet mean by the expression ‘May love defend thee from oblivion’s 

curse?
  The expression means that the tree will never be forgotten. The love for the tree 

lives eternally in her poem.
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ii) What does the expression ‘fain’ convey?
  ‘fain’ means eagerly.
iii) What does the poet convey through the expression ‘Fear, trembling hope’?
  “A man of unflinching love and devotion never fears the blows of death”, is the 

message conveyed through the expression.
Additional

d) “A gray baboon sits statue - like alone”
 Watching the sunrise” (Mar.-20, PTA - 6)
a) Where did the baboon sit? (May-20)
  The baboon sat on the casuarina tree.
b) Mention the figure of speech employed here.
  Simile.
c) What is a baboon?
  ‘Baboon’ is an oldworld ground dwelling monkey with a long tail.

e) “Therefore I fain would consecrate a lay
 Unto thy honour” (PTA - 4)
a) Which tree is referred to in the above lines?
  ‘The Casuarina Tree’ under which the poet had played as a child is referred to here. 
b) What does the expression “fain” convey here?
  ‘Fain’ means eagerness and joy. The poet is pleased to sing the honour of the tree.

f) “The gaint wears the scarf, and flowers are hung.” (Sep.-20)
a) Who is the giant here ?
  The Casuarina tree is the giant here.
b) Mention the figure of speech used in this line.
  Personification.

g) “Like a huge Python, winding round and round, (Sep.-22)
 The rugged trunk, indented deep with scars”
a) What winds round and round like a python?
  The creeper winds round and round the tree like a python.
b) Mention the figure of speech in the first line.
  Simile.

h) A gray baboon sits statue - like alone 
 Watching the sunrise; while on lower boughs
 His puny offspring leap about and play;
 And far and near kokilas hail the day (June-23)
a) What is the baboon compared to ?
  The Baboon is campared to a statue.
b) Explain the last line.
  'Kokila' the singing bird makes the day pleasant by its song.
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22. “.... while on lower boughs (Mar.-24)
 His puny offspring leap about and play,”  
a) Whose offspring is mentioned here ? 
  The baboon’s offspring is mentioned.
b) Where is it playing ? 
  It is playing on the lower boughs of the tree.

4. Explain the following lines with reference to the context.
a) Dear is the Casuarina to my soul: (PTA- 4, June-23)
  Reference  :  This line is from the poem ‘Our Casuarina Tree’ by Toru Dutt.
  Context  :  She celebrates a Casuarina tree under which she had played with 

her siblings and friends.
  Explanation  :  The poetess loved the Casuarina tree and considered it as her soul.

b) It is the tree’s lament, an eerie speech,..... (Sep.-21)
  Reference  :  This line is from the poem ‘Our Casuarina Tree’ by Toru Dutt.
  Context  :  The poetess describes how the tree expresses its sorrow when she is 

away.
  Explanation  :  The poetess says that the ‘lament’ of the tree can be heard by her 

even when she is far away off the coasts of France and Italy.

c) Unto thy honor, Tree, beloved of those
 Who now in blessed sleep for aye repose.
  Reference  :  This line is from the poem ‘Our Casuarina Tree’ by Toru Dutt.
  Context  :  The poetess proposes to immortalise the tree.
  Explanation  :  The poetess says that she would gladly create a monument in honour 

of the tree. She wishes that her love shall become so strong that it 
saves the tree from demise figuratively.

Additional ERC
d) That would thy beauty fain, oh, fain rehearse (PTA - 5)
 May love defend thee from oblivion’s curse.
  Reference  :  These lines are from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” by Toru Dutt.
  Context  :  The poetess describes her innermost desire to immortalise the aged 

casuarina tree.
  Explanation  :  The casuarina tree becomes a celebration of loved ones. She says 

that because of her love for the tree, it will not go into oblivion. The 
tree would live long in her poem.

d) “What is the dirge like murmur that I hear” (PTA - 6)
  Reference   :  This line is taken from the poem ‘Our Casuarina Tree’ by ‘Toru 

Dutt’.
  Context  :  The poetess describes the casuarina tree under which she had 

played as a child.
  Explanation  :  The Casuarina Tree laments the absence of the poet. ‘Dirge’ means 

lament for the dead. The murmur, like the sea breaking the beach is 
the tree’s lament.
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e) “Like a huge Python, winding round and round, (PTA - 2, Mar.-20)
 The rugged trunk, indented deep with scars”
  Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem ‘Our Casuarina Tree’ by ‘Toru 

Dutt’.
  Context  :  The poetess describes the Casuarina Tree under which she had 

played as a  child.
  Explanation  :  The poetess says that the creeper has wound itself around the 

rugged trunk of the casuarina tree like a huge python. It has left 
deep scars on the trunk. The strong tree could bear the tight hold.

f) “O sweet companions, loved with love intense, (Sep.-20)
 For your sakes, shall the tree be ever dear.”
  Reference  :  These lines are from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” by Toru Dutt.
  Context  :  The poetess describes the reason as to why she holds the Casuarina 

tree dear.
  Explanation  :  The poetess played under the casuarina tree along with her 

companions when she was young. She says that all of them loved 
the tree intensely. Their love for the tree is still fresh in her memory.

g) ‘Mayst thou be numbered when my days are done (May-22)
 With deathless trees - like those in Borrowdale”.
  Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” by Toru 

Dutt.
  Context  :  The poetess describes the tree under which she had played as a 

child and wishes to immortalise it in her poem.
  Explanation  :  The poetess predicts her own end. The tree also is aging fast. It 

looked sickly waiting for its death. She wants to make the tree 
deathless as William Wordsworth who immortalised the trees in 
Borrowdale and made them deathless.

h) Thy form, O Tree, as in  my happy prime 
 I saw thee, in my own loved native clime. (Sep.-22)
  Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” by Toru 

Dutt.
  Context  :  She describes the tree under which she had played as a child and 

the memory is fresh.
  Explanation  :  She says these words recalling the bush green giant like tree when 

she was an young girl. The tree’s imaged is etched in the memory 
of the poetess.

5. Identify the figure of speech used in each of the extracts given below and write down 
the answer in the space given below. The first one is done for you.
a) “LIKE a huge Python, winding round and round
 The rugged trunk, indented deep with scars”,
 Ans : Zoomorphism / Simile
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b) “A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound
 No other tree would live. But gallantly
 The giant wears the scarf, and flowers are hung...”
 Ans : Personification
c) “A gray baboon sits statue - like alone”
 Ans : Simile
d) “The water - lilies spring, like snow enmassed”
 Ans : Simile
e) “What is that dirge - like murmur that I hear
 Like the sea breaking on a shingle - beach?
 Ans : Personification / Simile

6. Answer each of the following questions in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words.
a) Describe the reminiscence of the poet, when she sees the casuarina tree. 
  (PTA-3, May-22, Mar.-24)

The tree and memories :
‘Our Casuarina Tree’ gives an objective description of the tree. The tree is depicted as 

charming and has become a centre of busy life of birds and beasts. It is dear to the poetess 
because of her memories that surround it - memory of a time when happy children played 
under its shade. The thought brings out an intense yearning for the playmates, who are now 
no more.

Immortal memeory :
The tree is a reminder of the her joyous past. The cruel waves of time had swept them 

away. The tree is made immortal in her poem. It connects the immortal tree to the mortal 
siblings and thereby renders them immortal. For the sake of her friends and playmates, the 
tree is a symbol of their memory.
b) How does nature communicate with the poet?

Celebration of tree :
Toru Dutt celebrates a ‘Casuarina Tree’. She associates the tree with the memory of the 

loved ones - people from her youth with whom she had once played beneath the tree. She 
thinks of the tree as belonging to others too along with her.

Tree personified :
She likens it to a giant wearing a scarf of creeper. Its summit is near the stars. The tree 

too is sad and cries a lament. The tree’s lament is distinctly heard by the poetess when she is 
far away in France or Italy. Its image in her mind is strong even when she is far away. For the 
poetess the tree represents nature. Nature shares feelings and emotions. The tree comforts the 
poetess. The tree also links to the representative culture. It will be dear to her even if she is 
away.

When she is dead, she hopes the tree will be saved from the curse of ‘oblivion’ through 
her poem.
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c) The poet immortalizes the tree. Elucidate. (Sep.-21)
 Memorable tree : 

Toru Dutt in her poem ‘Our Casuarina Tree’ gives an objective description of the tree 
and the charm associated with her childhood. The tree looks like a giant surrounded by a 
python. It is the centre of busy birds and beasts. It has become dear to the poetess because of 
the memories that surround it. She played under it with her friends. This brings out an intense 
yearning in her for the playmates, who are  no more now.

The tree immortalised :
The tree is a reminder of her joyous past. The cruel waves have swept away those joys. She 

uses the medium of the tree to revive her memories of the past. She immortalises the glorious 
moments of her childhood by recalling the memory of the tree in her poem.

By talking about the memories of the Casuarina tree, she says that the tree is immortalised 
in her poem. The yew tree was immortialized in Borrowdale by William Wordsworth. Similarly, 
the Casuarina tree will live long in her poem even after her death. 
d) Why does the poet consider the Casuarina tree dear to her and wish it to remain for 

ever? (Sep.-22)

Immortal tree : 
The poetess Toru Dutt immortatises the 'Casuarina tree' in her poem. She wants it to live 

even after its death in her poem, when she herself is gone.
House for birds beasts :
The Casuarina tree is dear to the poetess for many reasons. The first is its magnifience. It 

is tall, and strong. It stands like a giant and dazzing like a python with colourful flowers. It is 
generous. It gives shelter to many birds and beasts. The poetess enjoyed playing under it. She 
feels relaxed in its cool breeze and repose.

Tree lives forever in poem :
She wants the tree to remain in her memory for ever. She is nostalgic about her childhood 

days. All those have disappeared from the world. She may have to die oneday as the tree does. 
So she wishes to immortalise the tree in her poem so that it lives long after its death. She wishes 
to consecrate the tree's memory and importance for the sake of the dead.

We immortalise things which are about to be forgotten. 'The Casuarina Tree' is one such 
poem which immortalises the tree .

Listening
 First read the questions given below, then listen to the poem, read aloud by the teacher  

or played on an audio player. Then answer the questions based on your listening of 
the poem. 

1. The poet was tossing in the bed awake because _____
a) he was worried   b) he was struggling to sleep
c) it was day time   d) he was tired
Ans : b) he was struggling to sleep
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2. The _____ were ‘sparkling as pearls’.
a) moon b) sun c) stars d) meteoroids
Ans : c) stars

3. The _____ gave the poet, a motherly smile.
a) sun b) stars c) moon d) sky
Ans :   c) moon

4. _____ made the poet’s eyelids droop.
a) nature b) rosy lips c) songs d) tiredness
Ans : a) nature

5. _____ is the title of the poem.
a) Wonders   b) Midnight Wonders
c) Nature   d) Midnight dreams 
Ans : b) Midnight Wonders

Parallel Reading - Nature’s Way
Is there anything as tranquil
As a brightly glowing jonquil
That stands in sweet serenity,

A part of nature’s tapestry? 
A flower that never questions why,
The rivers flow and birds will fly,
Content to fill part of the plan,

To beautify the world of man.
If we would only realize
We, too, can help to glorify,
To find within each passing day

A happiness along the way.
A loving hug or cheerful smile
Can help to make a life worthwhile.
If all would lend a helping hand,
We soon would have a world so grand.

  Alora M.Knight
Paraphrase

The jonquil flower stands sweet in nature. It believes that, rivers flow and birds fly as part 
of a plan to beautify man’s world. Man has to learn form the flower to glorify nature to make 
everyone happy. A loving hug or a cheerful smile and lending a helping hand to others will 
make the life on the earth worthwhile. Learn to love nature and preserve it.
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UNIT - 2 / supplementary

Life of Pi
( Yann Martel)

About the Author 
Yann Martel was born in Spain to French Canadian parents. Martel’s father worked as 

a diplomat and the family moved to Costa Rica, France, Mexico and Canada during Martel’s 
childhood. He grew up speaking both French and English. Martel studied philosophy at Trent 
University in Ontario, and later spent a year in India visiting religious sisters and zoos. His 
first three books received little critical or popular attention but with the publication of Life of 
Pi in 2001, Martel became internationally famous and he was awarded the Man Booker Prize 
in 2002.

Summary
Key Points :
Piscine or ‘Pi’ grows up in India as the son of a zookeeper. He studies Hinduism, Islam 

and Christianity.
Pi’s father sells the zoo and the family embarks on a voyage to Canada along with a 

selection of animals.
Due to a violent storm, the ship sinks, taking Pi’s family along with it. Pi survives in a 

lifeboat with a zebra, an orangutan, a hyena, and a tiger named Richard Parker.
The hyena kills and eats the zebra and the orangutan. The tiger then kills the hyena and 

saves Pi from becoming the hyena’s next victim.
Pi survives in the lifeboat for 227 days by taming the tiger and overcoming hunger, thirst, 

heat and lonliness.
In the end, Pi, offers another version of the events in which the animals represent a 

French Chef, his mother and a Japanese sailor.
Warm up - ÝòˆîŠðì™

 Imagine you are going on a trek or an adventure. It requires grit and a strong will 
to survive the odds and emerge unscathed. Most importantly, you should carry an 
emergency kit.

 cƒèœ ñ¬ô ãÁ‹ ðJŸC‚° Ü™ô¶ å¼ bó„ªêò½‚°Š «ð£õî£è‚ èŸð¬ù ªêŒ»ƒèœ. 
CÁCÁ Hó„ê¬ùè¬÷»‹ î£‡® â‰î ÞöŠ¹‹ Þ™ô£ñ™ àJ˜ H¬öˆ¶ õ¼õîŸ° 
ñùàÁF»‹, ¬îKòº‹ «î¬õ. Iè¾‹ º‚Aòñ£è Üõêóè£ô ñ¼ˆ¶õŠ ªð†®¬ò cƒèœ 
â´ˆ¶„ ªê™ô «õ‡´‹. 
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  Supplementary - Life of Pi 81

 Choose the ten most essential items from the box below and complete the table.
 W«ö àœ÷ ªð†®JL¼‰¶ ÜˆFò£õCòŠ ªð£¼†è¬÷ˆ «î˜¾ ªêŒ¶, Ü†ìõ¬í¬ò G¬ø¾ 

ªêŒè.

First-Aid Kit ºî½îMŠªð†®

Torch light ì£˜„ M÷‚°

Food ªè†´Š«ð£è£î àí¾

Map àœÙ˜ õ¬óðì‹

Bedsheet «ð£˜¬õèœ

Knife èˆF

Whistle MC™

Tube tent Ãì£óˆ¶E

Lighter ¬ô†ì˜ / bŠªð†®èœ

Water bottle î‡a˜Š ¹†®èœ

Share your list with your friend.
 àƒèÀ¬ìò ï‡ð¼ì¡ àƒè÷¶ ð†®ò¬ôŠ ðAó¾‹. 

1. Answer the following   questions  in  a  sentence or two each, based on your 
understanding of the story.
a) Describe the pathetic condition of Pi in the middle of the ocean.
  Pi was alone and orphananed in the middle of the ocean hanging on to an oar. An 

adult tiger was sitting in front of him. Sharks were beneath him and a storm was 
raging about him.

b) Who was Richard Parker?
  Richard Parker was an adult Bengal tiger sitting in front of Pi.
c) Richard Parker’s survival seemed incredible to Pi. Why?
  Richard Parker was in a weakened and highly agitated state. Pi thought its survival 

was incredible.
d) Why was the great beast not behaving naturally?
  The great beast was sedated and had sea sickness. So, it was not behaving like a 

beast.
e) Why was Pi not afraid of the hyena?
  Hyena was a lesser beast than a tiger. So, in the presence of a tiger Pi did not fear 

the hyena.
f) Describe Pi’s struggle to find drinking water.
  Pi was thirsty. The water cans were beneath the tarpaulin. If he unrolled them, the 

tiger which was below would attack him. Somehow, he unrolled it, and found water 
cans. 

  He struggled to open them. Finally, he succeeded to open them with the hook of 
the tarpaulin. He emptied four cans at a stretch.

g) What was Pi’s reaction when he discovered drinking water?
  When Pi discovered water, he almost fainted with joy. He felt it was nectar.
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h) Why did Pi want to tame Parker?

  Pi and the tiger were in the same boat. Pi could be killed if the tiger became tough. 
So he wanted to tame it before  it came back to itself from the effect of the sedative.

i) What saved Pi’s life?

  The tiger kept Pi away from thinking about his family. He pushed him to go on 
living. Thus the tiger saved him.

j) How did Pi reunite with his family?

  Pi left the tiger in a jungle and a ship took him back and reunited him with his 
family.

2. Answer the following questions in about 50 words.

a) How did the presence of Richard Parker help Pi? (PTA - 6)

  Pi was alone in a boat in an oecan. A tiger, a zebra and a hyena were with him. 
Richard Parker, the tiger was sedated and had sea sickness. So it did not behave like 
a beast. The hyena which was a smaller beast was afraid of the tiger. It killed the 
zebra, but crouched itself in a small place out of fear for the tiger. If the tiger was 
not there, Pi would have been the next victim of the hyena. Thus the presence of the 
tiger saved Pi’s life.

b) Describe the lifeboat. (PTA - 1)

  The lifeboat was three and half feet deep, eight feet wide and twenty six feet long. 
It was designed to accomodate a maximum of thirty two people. The whole inside 
of the boat, the tarpaulin, the life jackets the lifebuoy and the oars and every other 
thing was coloured orange. Even the plastic headless whistles were orange, orange 
being the colour of survival.

c) How did Pi feel after drinking water?

  Pi was very thirsty. He thought that he could not survive even a moment without 
drinking water. So he ventured to go in search of water cans under the tarpaulin 
inspite of the presence of the tiger beneath. After drinking water from the cans, he 
felt rejuvenated. He felt it was nectar. Everything in him right down to the pores of 
his skin was expressing joy.

d) Did Pi want Richard Parker to die? Answer, giving reasons.

  Pi did not want Richard Parker to die. If he died, Pi would be left alone in despair. 
The tiger pushed him to go on living. The tiger’s presence made the hyena subdued. 
The tiger saved Pi from being the next victim of the hyena. Parker killed the hyena. 
Without Parker, Pi would not be alive. So, he did not want the tiger to die.
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  Supplementary - Life of Pi 83

3. Answer in paragraph.
a) How did the presence of Richard Parker influence the attitude of Pi? (or) How did the 

presence of Richard Parker influence the attitude of Pi? (PTA - 6)

The Nightmare : 
Pi was left alone in the life boat along with a tiger, Richard Parker, a hyena and a zebra. It 

was a nightmare for Pi. The hyena killed the zebra and Pi could have been its next victim. But 
it was afraid of the tiger and crouched in a small place out of fear.

Attitude change :
The tiger was sedated and had sea sickness. So it did not behave like a beast. Pi tamed 

it giving food. Its presence saved him. It gave him a feeling of desperation. It drove away the 
thoughts of his family from his mind and survival was the only instinct. The tiger represented 
death, sorrow and danger. Pi lived with it. His grit grew in its presence. He could ward off fear 
of other animals. It induced in him the yearning to live. It changed his attitude. It gave him, 
the confidence to face death boldly. When the tiger felt sick, he attended to him and won its 
love and respect. He developed a liking towards it. He felt sorry, when he had to part with the 
tiger in the forest.
b) Water is the elixir of life? Substantiate the statement with reference to the story of 

‘Life Of Pi’. (or) “Water is the elixir of life” Explain this through Pi’s story. (PTA - 1)

Water the elixir :
Water is the elixir of life. No living being, humans or animals can survive without water. 

It is nectar. Man can live without food but not without water. Pi was left alone with the tiger 
and a hyena. He became very thirsty. He thought he could not live without water. 

Desperate to quench thirst :
So he made hectic efforts to reach the water cans under the tarpaulin. He crawled up on 

to them. The tiger was sitting beneath in the deck. Even a small sound or disturbance  would 
have roused the tiger. He returned to reach the water cans against the danger of being attacked 
by the tiger. In spite of the danger involved, he was desperate to quench his thirst. 

Risk life for water :
Fortunately for him, the tiger did not take notice of Pi. It remained calm due to sedation 

and sea - sickness. Thus, Pi proved that water was all important and any one would risk his life 
to quench his thirst.
c) If you were lost at sea for as long as Pi was, what is the one item you would want 

with you? Write a diary entry in which you identify the item and explain why it is 
the one thing you would want with you.
If I were lost at sea as Pi for so many days, I would be thinking about my family. As days 

pass I would search for something available to eat in the boat.
I would be able to live without food. I would face the real problem when I become thirsty. 

I would identify water as the most important thing needed for men to survive. If I were thirsty, 
I could manage for a few hours. If water is not drunk within the required time, there is the 
danger of dehydration, which might lead to death.

So, I consider water is the most important item needed.

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                www.Trb Tnpsc.Com

Kindly Send me Your Key Answer to Our email id - Padasalai.net@gmail.Com

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaAqUqk9Bb672tBn033m
https://www.padasalai.net/


84 MERCY English - XII ( Unit -2)

4. Sequence the following incidents logically to write the summary of the story ‘Life of 
Pi’.  

(OR)   
 Expand the Hints :
 Pi  strandard in life boat - left with a leopard - Hyena - very thirsty - search for water - 

dangerously close to tiger - overpowers - finds water cans - comes to life after drinking 
water - elixir of life - learnt - tiger who scared him brought peace - wholeness. After 
227 days - Pi reunites with family.
�		 As he looked around, he was shocked to find Richard Parker on board.
�		 His search for water took him dangerously close to Richard Parker but nothing 

could stop him - neither Richard Parker nor the hyena.
�		 Pi left Richard Parker in a jungle and reunited with his family.
�		 Pi came back to life and his senses after drinking the elixir of life.
�		 He understood that it was Richard Parker who helped him survive for 227 days.
�		 He was pinned by weakness having had no food, water or even sleep for nearly 

three days.
�		 Strangely his thirst overpowered his fear of Richard Parker and he went about 

exploring for fresh water.
�		 A little later, he succeeded in his search, when he found stacks of cans of drinking 

water.
�		 Pi was stranded in the Pacific on a lifeboat.
�		 Then, he realized that Parker who scared him earlier brought him peace, purpose 

and wholeness.
Ans :
Pi was stranded in the Pacific on a lifeboat. As he looked around, he was shocked to find 

Richard Parker, the tiger on board. He was pinned by weakness having had no food, water or 
even sleep for nearly three days. His search for water took him dangerously close to Richard 
Parker but nothing could stop him - neither Richard Parker nor the hyena. Strangely his thirst 
overpowered his fear of Richard Parker and he went about exploring for fresh water. A little 
later, he succeeded in his search, when he found stacks of cans of drinking water. Pi came back 
to life and his senses after drinking, the elixir of life. Then, he realized that Parker who scared 
him earlier brought him peace, purpose and wholeness. He understood that it was Richard 
Parker who helped him survive for 227 days. Pi left Richard Parker in a jungle and got reunited 
with his family.
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Translation
Prose

Two Gentlemen of Verona
( ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèóˆ¶Š ð‡ð£÷˜ Þ¼õ˜)

ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

Ý˜„Cð£™† «ü£êŠ °«ó£Q¡, (1896 & 1981) vè£†ô£‡¬ì„ «ê˜‰î ï£õ™ ÝCKò˜, 
ï£ìè ÝCKò˜ ñŸÁ‹ ðJŸC ªðŸø ñ¼ˆ¶õ˜ Ýõ£˜. °«ó£Q¡, Þ¼ðî£‹ ËŸø£‡®¡ IèŠ 
¹è›ªðŸø èî£CKò˜èO™ å¼õ˜ Ýõ£˜. Þõ¼¬ìò è¬îèO™ ðô è¬îèœ, ñ¼ˆ¶õˆ ªî£N™ 
â¡ø Ü®Šð¬ìJ™ Þ¼‰¶ àFˆî¬õ ñŸÁ‹ õ˜í¬ùˆ Fø¡, Ýöñ£ù êÍè àí˜¾ ÜöAò 
º¬øJ™ Ü¬ñ‚èŠð†ì ð£ˆFóƒèœ ºîLò¬õ °PŠHìˆ î‚è¬õ. °«ó£Q¡ Ë™èœ, Cø‰î 
MŸð¬ù Ë™è÷£è ñ†´I¡P, ‘The Citadel and 'The Keys of the Kingdom' «ð£¡ø Cô Ë™èœ 
ªõŸPèóñ£ù F¬óŠðìƒè÷£è¾‹, õ£ªù£L ñŸÁ‹ ªî£¬ô‚è£†CJ½‹ Þì‹ ªðÁA¡øù. 
Þõ¼¬ìò ï£õ™ ‘Aó£ñŠ¹ø ì£‚ì˜’ â¡ø Ë™, BBC õ£ªù£LJ½‹, ªî£¬ô‚è£†Cˆ ªî£ìK½‹ 
c‡ì ï£œ ðò¡ð´ˆîŠð†ì¶.

ð£ì„²¼‚è‹

ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèK™ õ£›‰î G«è£ô£ (13) «ü‚«è£«ð£ (12) Þ¼õ¼‹ ê«è£î£ó˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ 
ðöƒèœ MŸÁ‹, è£ôEèÀ‚°Š ð£Lw «ð£†´‹ ²ŸÁô£Š ðòEèÀ‚°„ «ê¬õ ªêŒ¶‹, 
ªêŒFˆî£œèœ MŸÁ‹ ªî£ì˜‰¶ ªð£¼k†® õ‰îù˜. Üõ˜èœ, è‰îô£¬ìèœ ÜE‰¶‹, 
ñLõ£ù àí¾ à‡´‹, è´¬ñò£è à¬öˆîù˜. ÝCKò˜ A.J. ‚«ó£Q¡, Üõ˜èO¡ 
ïìˆ¬îò£™ èõóŠð†ì£˜. Üõ˜, Üõ˜è¬÷ˆ ªî£ì˜‰¶ èõQˆ¶ õ‰î£˜. å¼ï£œ ïœOóM™ 
Üõ˜èœ, MŸèŠðì£„ ªêŒFˆî£œè¬÷‚ ¬èJ™ ¬õˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ è£ˆF¼‰îù˜. ÝCKò˜, 
G«è£ô£¬õŠ ð£˜ˆ¶, "ã¡ Þšõ÷¾ «ïó‹ ªõOJ™ Þ¼‚Al˜èœ?” âù‚ «è†ì£˜. ð¶õ£M™ 
Þ¼‰¶ õó‚Ã®ò è¬ìCŠ «ð¼‰¶‚è£è‚ è£ˆF¼‰¶, eîºœ÷ ªêŒFˆî£œè¬÷ MŸèŠ 
«ð£õî£è G‚«è£«ô£ ªê£¡ù£˜. CÁõ˜èœ Þ¼õ¼‹ è®ùñ£è  à¬öŠðî¡ «ï£‚è‹ ¹Fó£è«õ 
Þ¼‰î¶. ÝCKò˜, ªõ«ó£ù£„ ²ŸÁô£ º®‰¶ ñÁï£œ îù¶ á¼‚°Š «ð£è Þ¼Šðî£è¾‹, 
ãî£õ¶ àîM «õ‡´ñ£ âù¾‹ «è†ì£˜. «ü‚«è£«ð£, “åšªõ£¼ õ£óº‹ ë£JŸÁ‚Aö¬ñ 
ï£ƒèœ ªð£«ô†ì£ Aó£ñˆFŸ° 30 A.e. ¬ê‚AO™ ªê™«õ£‹. cƒèœ M¼‹Hù£™, àƒèœ 
è£K™ ÜÂŠH ¬õ‚èô£‹” â¡ø£¡. è£«ó£†®¬ò ÜÂŠHM†ìð®ò£™, ÝCKò«ó è£«ó£†® õ‰î£˜. 
ªðKò CõŠ¹‚ Ã¬ó»œ÷ ðƒè£÷£MŸ°„ ªê¡ø£˜èœ. ÝCKò˜, CP¶ «ïó‹ èNˆ¶ àœ«÷ 
ªê¡Á, å¼ ªêML¬òŠ ð£˜ˆ¶Š «ðCù£˜. Þ¼ CÁõ˜èÀ‹ Ü‚è£ ÖCò£M¡ º¶ªè½‹¹‚ 
è£ê«ï£Œ„ CA„¬ê‚è£ù õ£ó£‰Fó‚ è†ìíˆ¬î Üõ˜èœ ªê½ˆî õ‰F¼Šðî£è‚ ÃPù£˜. 
ÞŠ«ð£¶ ÝCKò¼‚°Š ¹K‰î¶, Þ¼ CÁõ˜èÀ‹ ªõ«ó£ù£M¡ èùõ£¡èœ â¡Á.

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 1
Þƒ«è å¼ è¬îò£ù¶, Þ¼ CÁõ˜èœ º¶°ˆî‡´ â½‹¹¼‚A «ï£ò£™ ð£F‚èŠð†´œ÷ 

îƒèÀ¬ìò ê«è£îKJ¡ àJ¬ó‚ è£Šð£ŸÁ‹ ºòŸCJ™, Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò ªêò™ð£´è÷£™ 
ªõO‚è£†ìŠð´Aø Ü¡¹, Ü˜ŠðEŠ¹, Fò£è¾í˜¾, «ï˜¬ñ ñŸÁ‹ â‡íºF˜¾ ðŸPòî£è 
Ü¬ñòŠªðŸÁœ÷¶. Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò ªêò™ð£´èœ âšõ£Á ñQî ÞùˆFŸ° å¼ ¹Fò 
ï‹H‚¬è¬ò‚ ªè£´‚Aø¶ â¡ð¬î‚ è‡ìP‰¶ ªè£œ÷‚ è¬î¬ò õ£C»ƒèœ.

Ý™Šv ñ¬ôò®õ£ó‚ °¡Áèœ õN«ò ï£ƒèœ ðòEˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î«ð£¶, ªõ«ó£ù£ 
ïèK¡ ¹øŠð°FJ™, Þó‡´ CÁõ˜èœ âƒè¬÷ GÁˆFù£˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ ªêƒªè£® º‰FKŠ 
ðöƒè¬÷ MŸÁ‚ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜èœ. “Ü¬î õ£ƒè£b˜èœ”, â„êK‚¬è àí˜¾ I‚è âƒèœ 
æ†´ïó£ù ÖŒA ªê£¡ù£¡. “Þ¬îMì ï™ô ðöƒè¬÷ cƒèœ ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèK«ô«ò õ£ƒA‚ 
ªè£œÀƒèœ. Ü«î£´, Þ‰îŠ ¬ðò¡èÀ‹....”
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86 MERCY English - XII 

Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò Üôƒ«è£ôñ£ù «î£Ÿøˆ¬îŠ ðŸPò ÜõÂ¬ìò ªõÁŠ¹‚ èô‰î 
åšõ£¬ñ¬òˆ î¡Â¬ìò «î£œè¬÷ àò˜ˆF‚ °½‚A, Üõ¡ ²†®‚è£†®ù£¡.

å¼ CÁõ¡, æ˜ ÞÁ‚èñ£ù è‹ðOŠH¡ù™ «ñŸê†¬ì ñŸÁ‹ ªõ†®‚ °Á‚èŠð†ì ñƒèŸ 
ð¿Š¹ Gø‚ è£™ê†¬ì¬ò»‹, ñŸªø£¼õ¡ î¡Â¬ìò â½‹¹‰«î£½ñ£ù à¼õ Ü¬ñŠ¬ð„ 
²ŸPˆ î÷˜õ£ù ñ®Š¹èœ «ê˜‰F¼‰î, ªõ†®„ CPî£‚èŠð†ì å¼ ð¬ìió˜ ªñ™½¬ì¬ò»‹ 
ÜE‰F¼‰îù˜. âQÂ‹, îM†´ Gøˆ «î£™èœ, H¡ùŸ Ã÷ñ£ù î¬ôº®, Ü‚è¬øI‚è 
Þ¼‡ì è‡èÀì¡ Ã®ò Ü‰î Þ¼ CPò à¼õƒè¬÷ ï£ƒèœ Ã˜‰¶ «ï£‚Aò«ð£¶, 
Þù‹¹Kò£î ß˜Š¹ G¬ô‚° àœ÷£ùî£è ï£ƒèœ àí˜‰«î£‹. â¡ àì¡ õ‰F¼‰î ï‡ð˜ 
Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èOì‹ «ðC, Üõ˜èœ Ü‡í¡ & î‹Hèœ âù‚ è‡ìP‰î£˜. Íˆîõù£ù 
G‚«è£ô£, 13 õòFùù£è¾‹, âƒèÀ¬ìò Y¼‰F¡ èî¾‚ ¬èŠH®¬ò‚ èœ÷ƒèðìñŸÁ 
ªï¼ƒA G¡Á ªè£‡®¼‰î Þ¬÷òõù£ù «ü‚è«ð£, ãøˆî£ö 12 õòFùù£è¾‹ Þ¼‰îù˜. 
IèŠªðKò Ã¬ì»ì¡ Ü‰îŠ ðöƒèœ Ü¬ùˆ¬î»‹ ï£ƒèœ Üõ˜èOì‹ õ£ƒA‚ªè£‡´, 
Üî¡H¡ ïèóˆ¬î «ï£‚Aò âƒèÀ¬ìò ðòíˆ¬îˆ ªî£ì˜‰«î£‹.

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 2
Ü´ˆîï£œ è£¬ôJ™, âƒèÀ¬ìò îƒ°‹ M´F¬ò M†´ ªõO«ò õ‰î«ð£¶, âƒèÀ¬ìò 

ï‡ð˜è÷£è ï£ƒèœ â‡EM†ì Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èœ, ªð£¶„ ê¶‚èˆF½œ÷ cÏŸP¡ ð‚èˆF™ 
°Q‰¶ªè£‡´, è£ôE ªñ¼Ã†´‹ õ‡í‚ °I›Šªð†®èÀì¡ MÁMÁŠð£ù «õ¬ôJ™ 
ß´ð†´‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î¬î ï£ƒèœ ð£˜ˆ«î£‹. å¼Cô ªï£®Šªð£¿¶èœ ï£ƒèœ Ü¬î‚ 
èõQˆ¶M†´, Ü‰îˆ ªî£N™º¬ùŠ¹ ªî£Œõ¬ìò«õ, ï£ƒèœ Ü¼A™ ªê¡«ø£‹. ï†ðô˜‰î 
ºèƒèÀì¡ Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èœ âƒèÀ‚° õí‚è‹ ªîKMˆî£˜èœ.

“cƒèœ ðöƒèœ ðPˆ¶ MŸð¶î£¡ àƒèÀ¬ìò õ£›‚¬èŠ H¬öŠHŸè£ù å¼ ªî£N™ 
â¡Á ï£¡ G¬ùˆ«î¡”, âù ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡. “ï£ƒèœ G¬øò «õ¬ôèœ ªêŒA«ø£‹ 
äò£”, è¼ˆî£›‰¶ ðF½¬óˆî£¡ G‚«è£ô£. ï‹H‚¬è»í˜¾ì¡ Üõ¡ âƒè¬÷Š ð£˜ˆî£¡. 
“Ü®‚è® ï£ƒèœ ð£˜¬õò£÷˜è¬÷ ïè¼‚°œ Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê¡Á... ü¨Lò†®¡ è™ô¬ø¬ò»‹, 
Hø Ý˜õÍ†´‹ Þìƒè¬÷»‹ ²ŸP‚ è£†´«õ£‹.

“Iè ï™ô¶”, ï£¡ ¹¡ù¬è»ì¡ ªê£¡«ù¡. “âƒè¬÷»‹ cƒèœ Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™½ƒèœ”.
ï£ƒèœ ²ŸPŠ ð£˜‚è„ ªê¡ø«ð£¶, èõQ‚èˆî‚è Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò °PŠHìˆî‚è 

Üµ°º¬øè÷£™ â¡Â¬ìò Ý˜õñ£ù¶ e‡´‹ É‡®MìŠð†ì¶. G¬øõ£ù °ö‰¬îˆîù‹ 
ªè£‡ì Üõ˜èœ, ðô MîƒèO™ Iè¾‹ èœ÷ƒèðìñŸø Þò™¹¬ìòõ˜è÷£è Þ¼‰î£˜èœ. 
«ü‚è«ð£, æ˜ ÜE¬ôŠ «ð£¡Á ¶®Š¹¬ìòõù£è Þ¼‰î£¡. G‚«è£ô£M¡ ¹¡ù¬è 
Gî£ùñ£ùî£è¾‹, ªð£ÁŠ¹ I‚èî£è¾‹ Þ¼‰î¶. Ýù£½‹, Þ‰î Þ¼ °ö‰¬îˆîùñ£ù 
ºèƒèO½‹, ðô Ý‡´èÀ‚° º‰¬îò, c‡ì è£ôñ£è c®‚Aø å¼ bMóŠ ªð£ÁŠ¹í˜¾ 
Þ¼‰î¶. ªî£ì˜‰¶ õ‰î õ£ó ï£†èO™, Üõ˜èœ âƒèÀ‚° Iè ÜFè àîMèóñ£è Þ¼‰î¶, 
GÏðíñ£ùî£è Þ¼‰îî£™, ï£ƒèœ Ü®‚è® Üõ˜è¬÷„ ê‰Fˆ«î£‹. âƒèÀ‚° å¼ ªð†® 
ÜªñK‚è õ¬èŠ ¹¬èŠÌ…²¼«÷£, Þ¬êï£ìè Üóƒ° Þ¼‚¬èè«÷£, ï™ô àíõèˆF¡ 
ªðò«ó£ «î¬õŠð†ì£™, âƒèÀ¬ìò «î¬õè¬÷ˆ F¼ŠFèóñ£è G¬ø¾ ªêŒõF™ G‚«è£ô£¾‹, 
«ü‚è«ð£¾‹ G„êò àÁF»ì¡ ï‹ðˆ î‚èõ˜è÷£è Þ¼‰î£˜èœ. å¼õ¼¬ìò ñùˆ¬îˆ 
ªî£´Aø æ˜ Ü¼‹ð‡ð£è Þ¼‰î¶ â¡ùªõ¡ø£™, «õ¬ô ªêŒõF™ Üõ˜èÀ‚A¼‰î «ðó£˜õ 
º¬ùŠ¹î£¡. Þ‰î‚ «è£¬ì ï£†èO¡«ð£¶, ²†ªìK‚°‹ ªõJL¡ W›, Üõ˜èœ è£ôEè¬÷ 
ªñ¼Ã†´‹ «õ¬ô¬ò„ ªêŒî£˜èœ; ðöƒèœ MŸð¬ù ªêŒî£˜èœ; ªêŒFˆî£œè¬÷‚ 
ÃM‚ÃM MŸø£˜èœ; ²ŸÁô£Š ðòEè¬÷ Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê¡Á, ïèK¡ ðô Þìƒè¬÷„ ²ŸP‚ 
è£†®ù£˜èœ; ñŸÁ‹ «ð£‚°õóˆ¶ˆ É¶Š ðEè¬÷»‹ «ñŸªè£‡ì£˜èœ.

æ˜ Þó¾ «ïóˆF™, è£ŸÁi„² ÜFèñ£è¾‹, ñ‚èœ ïìñ£†ìñŸÁ‹ Þ¼‰î Ü‰î„ ê¶‚èˆF™, 
M÷‚°èÀ‚° Ü®J™ Þ¼‰î è™ô£ô£ù ï¬ìð£¬îˆ î÷ˆF¡ e¶ æŒªõ´ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î 
Üõ˜è¬÷ ï£ƒèœ è£í «ï˜‰î¶. G‚«è£ô£ «ê£˜õ¬ì‰îõù£è GI˜‰¶ Üñ˜‰F¼‰î£¡. 
MŸð¬ù ªêŒòŠðì£„ ªêŒFˆî£œèO¡ è†´ å¡Á, ÜõÂ¬ìò ð£îƒèÀ‚° Ü¼A™ Aì‰î¶. 
î¡Â¬ìò Ü‡íQ¡ «î£œe¶ î¬ô¬ò„ ê£Œˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, «ü‚è«ð£ Ý›‰î àø‚èˆF™ 
Þ¼‰î£¡. ãøˆî£ö Ü¶ ïœOó¾ «ïóñ£è Þ¼‰î¶.

“Þšõ÷¾ î£ñîñ£ù «ïóˆF™ ã¡ Þƒ«è Þ¼‚Al˜èœ, G‚«è£ô£?”
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  Tamil Translation 87

“ð´õ£M™ Þ¼‰¶ õ¼‹ è¬ìCŠ «ð¼‰¶‚è£è‚ è£ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‚A«ø£‹, Ü¶ 
õ¼‹«ð£¶ ï£ƒèœ âƒèÀ¬ìò ªêŒFˆî£œèœ â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ MŸÁM´«õ£‹”.

“Þšõ÷¾ è®ùñ£è cƒèœ à¬ö‚è «õ‡´ñ£? cƒèœ Þ¼õ¼‹ ªñŒò£è«õ Iè¾‹ 
è¬÷Šð¬ì‰¶ è£íŠð´Al˜èœ”

“ÜîŸè£è ï£ƒèœ ¹è£˜ ªêŒòM™¬ô, äò£”.
Ýù£™ Ü´ˆî ï£œ è£¬ôJ™, ï£¡ â¡Â¬ìò è£ôEè¬÷ ªñ¼«èŸÁõîŸ° Ü‰î 

áŸÁŠ ð°F‚°„ ªê¡ø«ð£¶, ï£¡ «è†«ì¡, “G‚«è£ô£, c»‹ «ü‚è«ð£¾‹ è®ùñ£è à¬ö‚°‹ 
MîˆF™, cƒèœ å¼ ªð¼‰ªî£¬è¬ò„ ê‹ð£FˆF¼‚è «õ‡´‹. à¬ìèÀ‚è£è cƒèœ ªêô¾ 
ªêŒõ«î Þ™¬ô. Iè‚ °¬øõ£ù Ü÷«õ cƒèœ ê£ŠH´Al˜èœ. cƒèœ ê£ŠH´‹ àí¬õŠ 
ð£˜‚°‹«ð£¶, Ü¶ õö‚èñ£è«õ è¼Aò ªó£†®»‹ è£Œ‰¶«ð£ù ÜˆFŠ ðöƒèÀñ£èˆî£¡ 
Þ¼‚Aø¶. âù‚°„ ªê£™; àƒèÀ¬ìò ðíˆ¬î ¬õˆ¶ cƒèœ â¡ù ªêŒAl˜èœ?”

ÜõÂ¬ìò Ý›ñùˆF™ ªõŠðˆ î£‚è‹ ãŸð†ì¶ «ð£ô Üõ¡ ºè‹ ªõOPò¶. êŸÁ 
«ïó‹ Üõ¡ î¬ó¬òŠ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ªè£‡®¼‰î£¡.

“ÜªñK‚è£MŸ°‚ °®ªðò˜õîŸè£è c Þšõ£Á ðíˆ¬î„ «êIˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‚è 
«õ‡´‹” âù, ï£¡ å¼ ¹¶‚ è¼ˆ¬î º¡¬õˆ«î¡. æóŠ ð£˜¬õò£™ â¡¬ùŠ ð£˜ˆî Üõ¡, 
å¼ è´ºòŸC»ì¡ «ðêô£ù£¡.

ÜªñK‚è£MŸ°„ ªê™õîŸªè™ô£‹ ï£ƒèœ G„êòñ£è M¼‹¹«õ£‹. Ýù£™, Þƒ«è«ò, 
Gè›è£ôˆF«ô, âƒèÀ‚° «õÁ F†ìƒèœ Þ¼‚A¡øù”.

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 3
“â¡ù F†ìƒèœ?”
Üõ¡ ÝÁîôŸø ñùˆ¶ì¡ ¹¡ù¬èˆî£¡. “F†ìƒèœ ñ†´«ñî£¡, äò£” å¼ î£›‰î 

°óL™ Üõ¡ ðFôOˆî£¡.
“ï™ô¶”, ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡, “ï£ƒèœ Fƒè†Aö¬ñ ÞƒA¼‰¶ ¹øŠð´A«ø£‹. ï£ƒèœ 

«ð£õîŸ° º¡ù£™ ï£¡ àƒèÀ‚è£è„ ªêŒò‚Ã®ò¶ ãî£õ¶ Þ¼‚Aøî£?”. G‚«è£ô£ 
M¼ŠðñŸÁˆ î¬ô¬ò Ü¬êˆî£¡, Ýù£™, F¯ªóù «ü‚è«ð£ àí˜„C ªð£ƒèŠ «ðCù£¡, 
“äò£”,  “åšªõ£¼ ë£JŸÁ‚Aö¬ñ»‹ ï£ƒèœ Aó£ñŠ ð°F‚°, Üî£õ¶ ÞƒA¼‰¶ 30 
A«ô£e†ì˜ ªî£¬ôM™ àœ÷ ªð£«ô†ì£MŸ°„ ªê™«õ£‹. õö‚èñ£è IFõ‡®è¬÷ õ£ì¬è‚° 
â´ˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ ªê™«õ£‹. Ýù£™, cƒèœ Iè¾‹ èQõ£ùõó£è Þ¼Šðî£™, ï£¬÷ âƒè¬÷ 
àƒèÀ¬ìò ñA¿‰F™ ÜÂŠH ¬õ‚èô£«ñ”.

âƒèÀ¬ìò æ†´ïó£ù ÖŒA, ë£JŸÁ‚Aö¬ñ õ£ó M´º¬ø â´ˆ¶‚ªè£œ÷ô£‹ â¡Á 
ãŸªèù«õ ï£¡ ªê£™LJ¼‰«î¡. âšõ£ø£JÂ‹, “ï£«ù õ‡®¬ò æ†®‚ªè£‡´, àƒè¬÷ 
Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™A«ø¡” â¡Á ðFôOˆ«î¡.

âƒèÀ¬ìò «ð„C™ Üƒ«è êŸÁ «ïó‹ æ˜ Þ¬ì GÁˆî‹ ãŸð†ì¶. G‚«è£ô£ êŸ«ø 
âK„ê½ì¡ ÜõÂ¬ìò î‹H¬ò ªõPˆ¶Š ð£˜ˆî£¡. “àƒè¬÷ˆ ªî£‰îó¾ ªêŒõ¬î ï£ƒèœ 
G¬ùˆ¶‚ ÃìŠ ð£˜‚è º®òM™¬ô, äò£”, â¡ø£¡.

“Ü¶ â‰îˆ ªî£‰îóõ£è¾‹ Þ¼‚è£¶” âù ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡.
ÜõÂ¬ìò àî†¬ì Üõ¡ è®ˆ¶M†´, å¼ èõ¬ô «ñ‹ð†ì °óL™, ªê£¡ù£¡, “Iè 

ï¡Á”.
ªî£ì˜‰¶ õ‰î HŸðè™ «õ¬÷J™, Ü‰î ñ¬ô‚°¡ÁŠ ð°FJ¡ àòóñ£ù ÞìˆF™ 

Ü¬ñ‰F¼‰î Ü‰î Iè„ CPò Aó£ñˆFŸ°, ï£ƒèœ ñA¿‰¬î æ†®„ ªê¡«ø£‹. ï£ƒèœ 
ªê¡ø¬ìòŠ «ð£°‹ Þìƒè÷£ù¬õ, ã«î£ âO¬ñò£ù õCŠHìŠ ð°Fè÷£è Þ¼‚°‹ âù ï£¡ 
èŸð¬ù ªêŒ¶ªè£‡«ì¡. Ýù£™, «ü‚è«ð£õ£™ õNè£†ìŠð†´, âƒèÀ¬ìò õ£èùˆ¬î 
ï£ƒèœ GÁˆFò Þìñ£ù¶, æ˜ àòóñ£ù èŸ²õó£™ ÅöŠð†ì, å¼ ðó‰¶ MK‰î CõŠ¹ Gø‚ 
Ã¬ó»ì¡ Ü¬ñ‰î ï£†´Š¹ø ñ£O¬èò£è Þ¼‰î¶. â¡Â¬ìò è‡èœ è‡ì Ü‰î‚ è£†C¬ò 
ï£¡ ï‹¹õ¶ Iè‚ è®ùñ£è Þ¼‰¶, ï£¡ Ý²õ£êŠð´ˆF‚ ªè£œõîŸ° º¡«ð, â¡Â¬ìò 
Þ¼ ðòEèÀ‹ ñA¿‰FL¼‰¶ °Fˆ¶ ÞøƒAJ¼‰î£˜èœ..

“ï£ƒèœ ÜFè «ïó‹ î£ñî‹ ªêŒ¶Mì ñ£†«ì£‹, äò£. å¼«õ¬÷, å¼ ñE «ïó‹ ñ†´‹ 
Ýèô£‹. àƒèÀ‚° M¼ŠðI¼‰î£™ Aó£ñˆF½œ÷ CŸÁ‡®„ ê£¬ô‚°„ ªê¡Á, cƒèœ 
ãî£õ¶ Ü¼‰FM†´ õóô£ñ£?” â¡Á â¡Qì‹ «è†´M†´, Ü‰î„ ²õK¡ Í¬ô‚° ÜŠð£™ 
ªê¡Á ñ¬ø‰î£˜èœ.
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88 MERCY English - XII 

å¼ Cô GIìƒèÀ‚°Š Hø°, ï£Â‹ Üõ˜è¬÷Š H¡ ªî£ì˜‰«î¡. Üƒ«è æ˜ Þ¼‹¹Š 
H¡ùŸ èîõ£ô£ù ð‚èõ£†´ ¸¬ö¾ õ£J™ å¡¬ø ï£¡ è‡«ì¡. «ñ½‹, b˜ñ£ùñ£è 
Ü¬öŠ¹ñE¬ò åLˆ«î¡.

Þ¼‹¹ MO‹¹„ ê†ìˆî£ô£ù è‡í£®¬ò ÜE‰î, ñùˆFŸ°è‰î «î£Ÿøƒªè£‡ì 
å¼ ªð‡ñE, âù‚° º¡«ù «î£¡Pù£œ. å¼ ðJŸC ªðŸø ªêMLòK¡ ªõœ¬÷Gø„ 
Y¼¬ì¬ò Üõœ ÜE‰F¼‰î¬î‚ è‡ì ï£¡, îò‚èˆ¶ì¡ MNˆ«î¡.

“ï£¡ Þó‡´ CÁõ˜è¬÷ Þƒ«è Ü¬öˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ õ‰«î¡”, â¡«ø¡.
“ÜŠð®ò£, êK”, ÜõÀ¬ìò ºè‹ åO˜‰î¶; â¡¬ù àœ«÷ ÜÂñF‚°‹ õ‡í‹ Üõœ 

èî¬õˆ Fø‰î£œ. “G‚«è£ô£¾‹ «ü‚è«ð£¾‹î£«ù, ï£¡ àƒè¬÷ Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™A«ø¡” 
â¡ø£œ.

Ü‰î ñ¼ˆ¶õñ¬ù‚°œ & ñ¼ˆ¶õñ¬ùò£è ñ£PJ¼‰î Ü‰î ï£†´Š¹ø ñ£O¬è‚°œ, 
æ´ ðF‚èŠð†ì î÷ˆ¬î‚ ªè£‡ì, å¼ °O˜„Cò£ù ºèñ‡ìðˆF¡ õNò£è Üõœ â¡¬ù 
õNè£†® Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê¡ø£œ. å¼ CPò îQŠ ð´‚¬èò¬øJ¡ èî¾Š ð°F¬ò Ü¬ì‰î¶‹, 
Üõœ ïìŠð¬î GÁˆFM†´, ÜõÀ¬ìò àî´èO™ Mó¬ô ¬õˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, Ü‰î‚ è‡í£® 
Þ¬ìˆ î´ŠH¡ õN«ò ð£˜‚°ñ£Á â¡¬ù å¼ ¹¡ù¬è»ì¡ Ý¬íJ†ì£œ. æ˜ ÜöAò Ìˆ 
¬îòô¬ñ‰î «ñôƒA¬ò ÜE‰¶ªè£‡´, î¬ôò¬íè¬÷ Ýî£óñ£è ¬õˆ¶ ÜõŸP¡ e¶ 
ê£Œ‰¶ ªè£‡®¼‰î, ãøˆî£ö Þ¼ð¶ õò¶ G¬ø‰î æ˜ Þ÷‹ ªð‡E¡ ð´‚¬èJ¡ Ü¼«è 
Ü‰î Þó‡´ CÁõ˜èÀ‹ à†è£˜‰¶ ªè£‡®¼‚è, Üõ˜èœ èìèìªõùŠ «ð²õ¬î Ü‰î 
Þ÷‹ªð‡ î¡Â¬ìò ªñ¡¬ñò£ù, ðK¾I‚è è‡è÷£™ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ èõQˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£œ. 
ÜõÀ¬ìò î‹HèO¡ ºè„ ê£ò™ åŸÁ¬ñ ÜõÀ‚° Þ¼Šð¬î, å¼ ªï£®Šð£˜¬õJ«ô«ò 
å¼õ˜ è‡ìP‰¶Mì º®»‹. ÜõÀ¬ìò «ñ¬êJ¡ e¶, õùˆF½œ÷ Ì‚èœ G¬ø‰î å¼ 
ñô˜‚°´¬õ»‹, Üî¡ ð‚èõ£†®™ å¼ ðöˆî†´‹, ð™«õÁ ¹ˆîèƒèÀ‹ Þ¼‰îù.

“cƒèœ àœ«÷ «ð£èñ£†¯˜è÷£--?”, Ü‰î„ ªêMLò˜ ºµºµ‚°‹ °óL™ «è†ì£œ. 
“ÖCò£, àƒè¬÷Š ð£˜ˆ¶ ñA›„Cò¬ìõ£œ” â¡ø£œ.

ï£¡ ñÁˆ¶ˆ î¬ôò£†®M†´ˆ F¼‹H‚ªè£‡«ì¡. ñA›„Cò£ù Þ‰î‚ °´‹ð„ ê‰FŠH™ 
õLòŠ ¹°‰¶ ªè£œõ¬î â¡ù£™ î£ƒA‚ªè£œ÷ Þòô£¶ âù ï£¡ àí˜‰«î¡. Ýù£½‹, 
Ü‰îŠ ð®‚è†®¡ Ü®Šð°FJ™ G¡Áªè£‡´, Þ‰î„ CÁõ˜è¬÷Š ðŸP Ü‰î„ ªêMLò¼‚°ˆ 
ªîK‰î¬õ Ü¬ùˆ¬î»‹ â¡Qì‹ ªê£™½ñ£Á Üõ¬÷ ï£¡ ªè…C‚ «è†´‚ ªè£‡«ì¡.

Ü¬î„ ªêŒõF™ ÜõÀ‹ Ý˜õº¬ìòõ÷£è Þ¼‰î£œ. ÖCò£ â¡ø Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò 
Þ‰î Ü‚è£¬õˆ îMó, «õÁ â‰îˆ ¶¬í»ñŸÁ Üõ˜èœ îQˆ¶ MìŠð†ìõ˜èœ âù Üõœ 
M÷‚Aù£œ. ñ¬ùM¬ò Þö‰îõ¼‹, Ü¬ùõ¼‹ ÜP‰î å¼ ð£ìè¼ñ£ù Üõ¼¬ìò ÜŠð£, 
«ð£K¡ Ýó‹ð‚ è†ìˆF«ô«ò ªè£™ôŠð†´M†ì£˜. ÜîŸ°Š Hø° Iè‚ °ÁAò è£ôˆF«ô«ò, 
Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò i´‹ å¼ °‡´i„ê£™ îè˜ˆ¶ ÜN‚èŠð†´, Þ‰î Í¡Á °ö‰¬îèÀ‹ 
ÝîóõŸÁˆ ªî¼M™ âPòŠð†´M†ì£˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ âŠ«ð£¶«ñ õêF õ£ŒŠ¹èœ G¬ø‰î, 
ï£èKèˆF™ «ñ‹ð†ì å¼ õ£›‚¬è¬òˆî£¡ ÜP‰F¼‰î£˜èœ & ÖCò£¾‹ å¼ ð£ìAò£èˆ 
î¡¬ùˆî£«ù ðJŸÁMˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£œ & Ýù£™, Üî¡ H¡, àíM¡P‚ A†ìˆî†ì 
ð†®Q Aì‚°‹ G¬ôò£½‹, °O˜Š ð¼õè£ôˆF™ îƒè¬÷Š ð£¶è£ˆ¶‚ªè£œ÷ Þòô£î 
î¡¬ñò£½‹ Üõ˜èœ Iè‚ «è£óñ£è ÜõFŠð†´ M†ì£˜èœ.

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 4
Þ®ð£´èÀ‚° ï´«õ, Üõ˜èœ îƒèÀ¬ìò ªê£‰î‚ ¬èè÷£«ô«ò è†®ò¬ñˆî, 

å¼õ¬èò£ù ñ¬ø‚è£ŠHìˆF™ ñ£î‚èí‚A™ ªõÁªñùˆ îƒè¬÷ˆ î£ƒè«÷ àJ¼ì¡ 
î‚è¬õˆ¶‚ ªè£‡ì£˜èœ. H¡ù˜ ªü˜ñ£Qò˜èœ Ü‰î ïèóˆ¬î Í¡Á Ý‡´è÷£è 
Üóê£‡ì£˜èœ. ªü˜ñ£Qò˜èœ e¶ Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èÀ‚° ªõÁŠ¹ õ÷˜‰î¶. óèCòñ£è 
âF˜Š¹ Þò‚èñ£ù¶ à¼õ£èˆ ªî£ìƒAò«ð£¶, ÜF™ ºîL™ «ê˜‰îõ˜èÀœ Þõ˜èÀ‹ 
Üìƒ°õ£˜èœ. «ð£˜ º®õ¬ì‰¶, ÞÁFJ™ âƒèÀ‚° Ü¬ñF A¬ìˆî«ð£¶, Üõ˜èœ 
îƒèÀ¬ìò Ü‚è£Mì‹ F¼‹H õ‰î£˜èœ. º¶°ˆî‡´ â½‹¹¼‚A «ï£Œˆ î£‚°îL™ Üõœ 
ÜõFŠð†´‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î¬îˆî£¡ Üõ˜èœ è‡ì£˜èœ.

«ð„C™ æ˜ Þ¬ì GÁˆîˆ¬î ãŸð´ˆF, Ü‰î„ ªêMLò˜ å¼ M¬óõ£ù Í„C¿Š¬ð 
«ñŸªè£‡ì£œ. “Üõ˜èœ îƒèÀ¬ìò î¡ù‹H‚¬è¬ò M†´M†ì£˜è÷£? Ü‰î‚ «èœM‚° 
ï£¡ M¬ì ªê£™ô «õ‡®ò«î Þ™¬ô. Üõ˜èœ Þƒ«è Üõ¬÷‚ ªè£‡´ õ‰î£˜èœ, 
ñ¼ˆ¶õñ¬ùJ™ Üõ¬÷„ «ê˜ˆ¶‚ªè£œÀñ£Á «ðC, âƒ¬÷ Þíƒè ¬õˆî£˜èœ. 
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  Tamil Translation 89

âƒèÀ¬ìò «ï£ò£Oò£è Üõœ Þƒ«è Þ¼‚Aø ð¡Qó‡´ ñ£îƒèO™, Üõœ àì™ ïôˆF™ 
ï™ô º¡«ùŸøˆ¬î Ü¬ì‰F¼‚Aø£œ. å¼ ï£œ, â¿‰¶ ïì‰¶ & e‡´‹ & ð£´õ£œ â¡ø 
º¿¬ñò£ù ï‹H‚¬è Þ¼‚Aø¶” â¡ø£œ.

“à‡¬ñò£è«õ, â™ô£«ñ ÞŠ«ð£¶ è®ùñ£è Þ¼‚A¡øù. àí¾Ãì Üõ˜èÀ‚°Š 
«ð£î£îî£è¾‹, A¬ìŠðîŸ° ÜKòî£è¾‹ Þ¼‚Aø Þ‰î G¬ôJ™, ï£ƒèœ å¼ è†ìíˆ¬î 
MF‚è£ñ™ âƒèÀ¬ìò ñ¼ˆ¶õ„ CA„¬ê¬ò ÜõÀ‚°ˆ ªî£ì˜‰¶ ÜO‚è º®òM™¬ô. 
Ýù£™, ÖCò£M¡ î‹Hèœ, åšªõ£¼ õ£óº‹ ñ¼ˆ¶õˆFŸè£ù Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò è†ìíˆ¬î„ 
ªê½ˆF M´Aø£˜èœ”. Iè âOF™ ¹K»ñ£Á Üõœ ªî£ì˜‰î£œ, “Üõ˜èœ â¡ù ªêŒAø£˜èœ 
â¡ð¶ âù‚°ˆ ªîKò£¶, ï£¡ Üõ˜èOì‹ Ü¬îŠ ðŸP‚ «è†ð¶‹ Þ™¬ô. ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèK™ 
«õ¬ô A¬ìŠð¶ Iè¾‹ ÜKî£ù¶. Ýù£™, â¡ù «õ¬ôò£è Þ¼‰î£½‹, Ü¬î Üõ˜èœ 
ªêšõ«ù„ ªêŒõ£˜èœ â¡ð¶ âù‚°ˆ ªîK»‹”--.

“Ý‹,” ï£¡ åˆ¶‚ªè£‡«ì¡. “Üõ˜èœ Þ¬î‚ è£†®½‹ «õ¬ô¬ò„ CøŠð£è„ ªêŒò 
º®ò£¶”.

Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èœ e‡´‹ â¡¬ù õ‰î¬ì»‹ õ¬ó ï£¡ ªõO«ò è£ˆF¼‰¶, Üî¡ 
H¡ù˜ Üõ˜è¬÷ ïè¼‚° e‡´‹ õ£èùˆ¬î æ†® Ü¬öˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ õ‰«î¡. Üõ˜èœ 
âù‚°Š ð‚èõ£†®™ â¶¾«ñ «ðê£ñ™ Üñ˜‰F¼‰î£˜èœ. â¡Â¬ìò ðƒAŸ°, ï£Â‹ å¼ 
õ£˜ˆ¬î ÃìŠ «ðêM™¬ô & Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò óèCòˆ¬î Üõ˜èœ ðˆFóñ£èŠ ð£¶è£ˆ¶ 
¬õˆF¼Šðî£è àí˜õ¬îˆî£¡ Üõ˜èœ M¼‹¹Aø£˜èœ â¡ð¬î ï£¡ ÜP‰¶ªè£‡«ì¡. 
âQÂ‹ Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò å¼ºèŠð´ˆîŠð†ì ß´ð£´, â¡¬ù ªïAö„ ªêŒî¶.

«ð£ó£ù¶ Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò ñù á‚èˆ¬î‚ °¬ôˆ¶ MìM™¬ô. Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò î¡ùôñŸø 
ªêò™ð£ì£ù£¶, ñQî õ£›‚¬è‚° å¼ ¹Fò î¬è¬ñ¬ò‚ ªè£‡´ õ‰F¼‚Aø¶; ñQî 
êºî£òˆFŸ° å¼ ªð¼ï‹H‚¬èJ¡ õ£‚°ÁF¬ò ÜOˆF¼‚Aø¶.

Poem

1. The Castle
(Üó‡ñ¬ù (Ü ) «è£†¬ì)

ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

â†M¡ IÎ˜, (1887&1959) ¹è›ªðŸø vè£†ô£‡† èMë˜, ï£õ™ ÝCKò˜, ªñ£Nªðò˜Šð£÷˜ 
ñŸÁ‹ Fø¡ ÝŒõ£÷˜ Ýõ£˜. Üõ˜ î‹º¬ìò ªîOõ£ù ð£ì™è÷£™ G¬ù¾ ÃøŠð´Aø£˜. ºFò 
õòF™ Üõ˜ èM¬î â¿îˆ ªî£ìƒAù£˜. ðô Ý‡´èœ õ¬óJ™ îQ ïðó£èŠ ðEò£ŸPù£˜. 
î‹º¬ìò îˆ¶õï¬ì‚è£èˆ î‹ õ£›ï£O¡ HŸð°FJ™ Üõ˜ ÜƒWèK‚èŠð†ì£˜. First poems 
and Chorus of the Newly Dead’ Üõ¼¬ìò ªî£ì‚è‚è£ô ºòŸCèœ Ý°‹. Üõó¶ H‰¬îò 
è£ô ð¬ìŠ¹èœ, “è£ô‚ è¼Šªð£¼œ ñ£Ÿøƒèœ” “°Áèô£ù Þì‹”, èìŸðòí‹ ñŸÁ‹ Hø 
èM¬îè÷£ù “¹Fó£ù ð£¬î”, “ßìQ™ å¼ è£™” Üìƒ°‹.

èM¬î„²¼‚è‹

«è£†¬ì à„CJL¼‰¶ ió˜èœ, ¹™ ªõ†´‹ Mõê£Jè¬÷»‹, âF˜‚è ºò½‹ 
âFKè¬÷»‹ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰îù˜. «è£†¬ìJ¡ õ½õ£ù, àòóñ£ù ²õ˜èÀ‹, îò£˜ 
G¬ôJ™ Ý»îƒèœ, ió˜èœ, «î£œõL¬ñ I‚è ð¬ìˆî¬ôõ¡, Ýîó¾‚èó‹ c†´‹ «ïê 
ï£´èœ Þ¼‚¬èJ™, âFKè¬÷Š ðŸP„ CP¶‹ èõ¬ôJ™ô£ñ™ ió˜èœ ªð¼¬ñ»ì¡ »ˆî 
ï£¬÷ âF˜«ï£‚A‚ è£ˆF¼‰îù˜. ºŸÁ¬è, ñ£î‚èí‚A™ c®ˆî£½‹, Ü¬ùõ¼‚°‹ àí¾ 
î£Qò‚ AìƒA™ ÜðKIîñ£è Þ¼‰î¶. å¼ ðø¬õ «õ‡´ñ£ù£™ «è£†¬ì‚°œ ¸¬öòô£‹; 
âFK â‰îõ¬èJ™ ºò¡ø£½‹ å¡Á‹ ªêŒò Þòô£¶. Ýù£™, Ü‚«è£†¬ìJ™ å¼ CPò 
ñó‚èî¾œ÷ ¸¬öõ£J™ å¡¬ø å¼ Aö‚ è£Šð£÷˜ è£õ™ è£ˆ¶ õ‰î£˜. âFKèOì‹ 
îƒèˆ¬î‚ ¬èÎ†ì£èŠ ªðŸÁ‚ªè£‡´, ÞóM™ âFKè¬÷‚ «è£†¬ì‚°œ Üõ˜ ÜÂñFˆ¶ 
M†ì£˜.  M¬ôñFŠH™ô£„ ªê™õƒèœ Å¬øò£ìŠð†ìù. ÞóèCò õNèœ õ½Mö‰îù. âƒèœ 
âFK îƒèñ£AM†ìî£™, Ü¬î âF˜‚è âƒèOì‹ Ý»î‹ Þ™¬ô. Þ‰î‚ «èõôˆ¬î ò£Kì‹ 
ªê£™õ¶?
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90 MERCY English - XII 

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 19
«è£¬ì‚ è£ô‹ º¿õ¶‹ æŒõ£Œ Üñ˜‰F¼‰¶,
«è£†¬ì„ ²õ˜ eF¼‰î «è£¹óˆF™ Þ¼‰¶
¹™ôÁ‚°‹ ñQî˜èO¡ ¹¶Šªð£L¬õ óCˆ«î£‹;
âFKŠð¬ì Þ¼Šð¶«õ£ Ü¬ó¬ñ½‚° ÜŠð£™
àÁFªè£‡ì ªï…Cù˜ ò£‹ å¼õ¼‚°‹ Ü…«ê£‹.

ñ¼†Cªè£œ÷, â¡ù¾‡´, â‡EŠ ð£˜ˆ«î£‹;
Fó†Cò£è Ý»îº‹, àí¾‹ âñ‚° à‡´;
Ü´‚è´‚è£Œ, ÜEõ°‚°‹ dóƒAèœ à‡´;
Þ´‚è‡ õK¡ âF˜‚°‹ ï†¹Šð¬ìèœ Ü¼A™ à‡´;
îA‚°‹ «è£¬ì„ ê£¬ô Í´‹ îOK¬ôèœ à‡´.

àÁFI° õ£J™èœ, æƒA‚ èùˆî ²õ˜èœ,
ÜÁFJ†´‚ ÃPìô£‹, ñQî¡ âõÂ‹ ªõ™ô£¡;
Å›„C ªè£‡´ è£™ðFˆ¶ ãPì Þòô£¶;
i›„C«ò£ ÜN«õ£ âñ‚° M¬óM™ M¬÷‰Fì£¶
M¬ö‰¶ àœ«÷ ¸¬ö‰¶õóŠ ðø¬õò£™î£¡ Þò½‹.

«ê£ó‹ «ð£è â¡ù Ý¬ê âFK á†ì º®»‹?
bó‹G¬ø â‹ î¬ôõ¡, FóÀ‹ à‡¬ñ ió˜...
ñ¬øõ£Œ å¼ °Áõ£ê™ Ü¬ñ‰F¼‰î¶ Üƒ«è;
º¬ø«èì£Œ Ü¶ âñ‚° º®õ£ù¶ H¡«ù;
è¬øªêŒî è£õôù£™ ð¬èõ˜ àœ«÷ ¸¬ö‰î£˜.

âõ¼‹ ¹KòMòô£ â‹ ¹F˜ G¬ø‰î õNèœ,
ðîªó£¼õ¡ õ…¬ùò£™ ð£›ð†´Š «ð£ù«î;
¹ô‹ð™ åL â¿Šð‚ÃìŠ «ð£˜ió˜ Þ™¬ô;
¹è›I° ¹è™ Üóí£ù¶ ¹ó†® ÜN‚èŠð†ì¶;
ªð¼¬ñI° óèCòƒèœ ªõÁ¬ñò£AŠ «ð£Jù.

ñ£ù‚«è´ Þî¬ù âŠð® ñù‰Fø‰¶ à¬óŠ«ð¡?
ñóí‹õ¬ó Þî¬ù â¡ø¡ ñùˆFÂœ«÷ ñ¬øŠ«ð¡;
â¶¾‹ ªêŒò ÞòôM™¬ô, M¬ô «ðêŠ ð†«ì£‹;
âFK«õÁ âõÂI™¬ô; ßùŠªð£Ÿ è£²î£¡;
Ý»îƒèœ âñ‚A™¬ô; ÜîÂì¡ «ð£Kì«õ.

Supplementary

1. God Sees the truth, but waits
(èì¾œ à‡¬ñ¬òŠ ð£˜‚Aø£˜, 

Ýù£™, è£ˆF¼‚Aø£˜)

ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

L«ò£ ì£™vì£Œ, ówò£M¡ ´ô£ ñ£GôˆF™ 1828 ªêŠì‹ð˜ 9Þ™ Hø‰î£˜. î‹º¬ìò 
ï£õ™è÷£ù õ£˜ Ü‡† dv (1869) ñŸÁ‹ Ü‡í£ èªóQù£ (1877)¾‚è£è ï¡° ¹è› ªðŸøõ˜. 
òî£˜ˆîñ£ù èŸð¬ù‚ è¬îèO¡ à„êˆF™ Þ¼Šðõó£è, Ü®‚è® «ñŸ«è£œ è£†´ðõó£è 
Þ¼‚Aø£˜. î‹º¬ìò 20Ý‹ õò¶èO™ Üõó¶ ð°F ²òêK¬îJ™ Í¡Á ð®è÷£è‚ °ö‰¬îŠ 
ð¼õ‹, °ñóŠ ð¼õ‹, õ£LðŠ ð¼õ‹ ÝAò Ë™èÀ‚è£è, Þô‚Aò M¼¶èœ ªðŸøõ˜. AKIò¡ 
«ð£K™ ãŸð†ì î‹º¬ìò ÜÂðõƒè¬÷ Ü®Šð¬ìò£è‚ ªè£‡ì Sevastopol Sketches -‚è£èŠ 
ð£ó£†ìŠ ªðŸøõ˜. ì£™vì£J¡ è¬îèœ, ðô CÁ è¬îè÷£è The Death of Ivan llyich (1886), 
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  Tamil Translation 91

Family Happiness  ñŸÁ‹ Hadji Murad ºîLò CÁ ï£õ™èœ àœ÷ì‚Aòî£°‹. ï£ìèƒèÀ‹, 
ð™«õÁ îˆ¶õ‚ è†´¬óèÀ‹ Þõ˜ â¿F»œ÷£˜. ówò£M½œ÷ Üvì«ð£«õ£ âÂ‹ ÞìˆF™ 
1910 ïõ‹ð˜ & 20Þ™ ì£™vì£Œ ñ¬ø‰¶ M†ì£˜.

è¬î„²¼‚è‹

M÷£®I˜ ïèóˆF™ Þõ£¡ ®I†K„ Ý‚R«ò£«ï£š â¡ø Þ÷‹ õEè˜, î‹ ñ¬ùM 
ñ‚èÀì¡ õ£›‰¶ õ‰î£˜. ñ¬ùMJ¡ â„êK‚¬è¬òŠ ¹ø‰îœOM†´, å¼ ê‰¬î‚-°ˆ î‹ 
ªð£¼œè¬÷ MŸè õ‡®J™ «ð£Aø£˜. ð£¬îJ™ å¼ M´FJ™ îƒAM†´, ñÁï£œ è£¬ô 
â¿‰¶, °O˜‰î è£¬ôŠ ªð£¿F™ ðòE‚Aø£˜. ²ñ£˜ 25 A.e. ªî£¬ôM™ è£õ™è£ó˜èœ 
õNñPˆ¶, Üõ¼¬ìò à¬ì¬ñè¬÷„ «ê£F‚A¡øù˜. ÜF™ Þóˆî‹ «î£Œ‰î èˆF å¡Á 
è‡´H®‚èŠð´Aø¶. º¡Qó¾ îƒAJ¼‰î M´FJ™ Üõó¶ Ü¬ø‚° Ü´ˆî Ü¬øJ™ îƒAò 
õEèK¡ è¿ˆîÁ‚èŠð†´‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒòŠð†®¼‰î£˜. è¬êò® ªðŸÁ‚ è£ò‹ ÝPòH¡, 
¬êdKò£M™ 26 Ý‡´èœ C¬øõ£ê‹ ÜÂðM‚Aø£˜. Þ÷¬ñ‚è£ô ñA›„C, è£í£ñ™ «ð£ù¶. 
M÷£®I˜ ïèóˆFL¼‰¶ ªêI«ò£Q„ â¡ø °Ÿøõ£O, ¬êdKò£¾‚° õ¼Aø£¡. Üõ¡Íô‹ 
Üõ¡ ñ¬ùM ñóEˆ¶ M†ì¶ ðŸP»‹, î¡ °ö‰¬îèœ ªê™õ˜è÷£è õ£›õ¶ ðŸP»‹ 
ÜP‰¶ ªè£œAø£˜. ªêI«ò£Q„ «ð„C™ ªî£Qˆî A‡ì™ ñŸÁ‹ îù¶ î¬ôò¬í‚°‚W› 
¬õ‚èŠð†ì¬õ ðŸPò «ð„², Üõ¡î£¡ °Ÿøõ£O âùˆ ªîK‰¶ªè£œ÷ àîMò¶. ªêI«ò£Q„ 
îŠH‚è‚ è¡ùI´õ¬î Ý‚R«ò£«ù£š è£†®‚ ªè£´‚è£îî£™, ñù‹ F¼‰Fˆ î¡ °Ÿøˆ¬î 
åŠ¹‚ ªè£œAø£¡. Ýù£™, Üõó¶ M´î¬ô àˆîó¾ õ‰¶ «ê˜‰î«ð£¶, Ý‚R«ò£«ù£š 
ñóí‹ Ü¬ì‰¶ M†®¼‰î£˜.

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 24
Þƒ«è å¼ è¬îò£ù¶, î£¡ ªêŒò£î å¼ °ŸøˆFŸè£è„ C¬ø‚° ÜÂŠðŠð†ì, 

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, âÂ‹ ªðò¼œ÷ æ˜ Þ÷‹ õEèK¡ Fì ï‹H‚¬è, ñ¡Q‚°‹ ñùG¬ô, 
î¡ÂK¬ñ G¬ô ñŸÁ‹ ãŸ¹ àì¡ð£´ ðŸPòî£°‹.

M÷£®I˜ ïèK™ Þõ£¡ ®I†K„ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š â¡ø ªðò¼œ÷ æ˜ Þ÷‹ õEè¡ 
õCˆ¶ õ‰î£¡. ÜõÂ‚°„ ªê£‰îñ£è Þó‡´ è¬ìèÀ‹ å¼ i´‹ Þ¼‰îù.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, å¼ «ï˜ˆFò£ù à¼õ Ü¬ñŠ¹ à¬ìòõÂ‹, ÜöAò ²¼†¬ìˆ 
î¬ôº®»‹, «èO‚¬è»í˜¾ G¬ø‰îõÂ‹, ð£ì™èœ ð£´õF™ ÜFèŠ ðŸÁ¬ìò õù£è¾‹ 
Þ¼‰î£¡. Üõ¡ å¼ º¿ G¬øõ£ù Þ¬÷ëù£è Þ¼‰î«ð£¶, Üõ¡ °®Šðö‚èˆFŸ° Ý†ð†´ 
Þ¼‰î£¡. «ñ½‹, Ü÷MŸ° ÜFèñ£è Üõ¡ °®ˆ¶M´‹«ð£¶, ªð¼ƒèôè‹ ªêŒAøõù£è¾‹ 
Þ¼‰î£¡, Ýù£™, Üõ¡ F¼ñí‹ ªêŒ¶ªè£‡ì Hø° âŠ«ð£î£õ¶ ñ¶ Ü¼‰¶õ¬îˆ îMóŠ 
ªð¼‹ð£½‹ °®Šðö‚èˆ¬îˆ îM˜ˆ¶ M†ì£¡.

å¼ «è£¬ìŠ ð¼õˆF™ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š GvQ‚ è‡è£†C‚°„ ªê™ôˆ îò£ó£A‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‰î£¡. ¹øŠð´‹ º¡ î¡Â¬ìò °´‹ðˆFì‹ M¬ìªðÁ‹«ð£¶, ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM 
ÜõQì‹, “Þõ£¡ ®I†K„, cƒèœ Þ¡Á ¹øŠð†´„ ªê™ô£b˜èœ; àƒè¬÷Š ðŸP ï£¡ å¼ 
«ñ£êñ£ù èù¾ è‡«ì¡” â¡ø£œ.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š àó‚è„ CKˆ¶ M†´, "è‡è£†CJ™ ï£¡ °®ˆ¶M†´‚ èOò£†ì‹ 
«ð£´«õ«ù£ â¡Á c ðòŠð´Aø£Œ" â¡ø£¡.

ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM ðFôOˆî£œ, “ï£¡ âîŸè£èŠ ðòŠð´A«ø«ù£ â¡ð¶ âù‚°ˆ 
ªîKò£¶, âù‚°ˆ ªîK‰îªî™ô£‹ ï£¡ å¼ ªè†ì èù¾ è‡«ì¡ â¡ð¶î£¡. cƒèœ 
ïèóˆFL¼‰¶ F¼‹H õ¼õî£è¾‹, àƒèÀ¬ìò ªî£ŠH¬ò cƒèœ èöŸÁ‹«ð£¶, àƒèÀ¬ìò 
î¬ôº®ò£ù¶ º¿õ¶‹ ï¬óˆF¼Šð¬î ï£¡ ð£˜Šðî£è¾‹ èù¾ è‡«ì¡”.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š CKˆî£¡. “Ü¶ å¼ ÜF˜wìºœ÷ Ü¬ìò£÷‹ î£¡” âù Üõ¡ 
ªê£¡ù£¡. “â¡Â¬ìò êó‚°è¬÷ â™ô£‹ ï£¡ MŸÁˆ b˜ˆ¶, è‡è£†CJL¼‰¶ àù‚°„ 
Cô ðK²è¬÷ õ£ƒA õ¼A«ø«ù£ ð£˜” â¡ø£¡.

âù«õ, Üõ˜ îù¶ °´‹ðˆFùKì‹ M¬ìªðŸÁ„ ªê¡ø£˜.
Üõ¡ ð£Fˆ ªî£¬ô¾ ðòEˆF¼‰î«ð£¶, ÜõÂ‚°ˆ ªîK‰î å¼ õEè¬ó„ ê‰Fˆî£¡, 

Üõ˜èœ Ü‰î Þó¾ å«ó M´FJ™ îƒAù£˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ «ê˜‰¶ CPî÷¾ «îc˜ Ü¼‰FM†´, 
Üî¡ H¡ù˜ Ü´ˆî´ˆî Ü¬øèO™ ð´‚¬è‚°„ ªê¡ø£˜èœ.

î£ñîñ£ù «ïó‹ õ¬ó Éƒ°õ¶ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£M¡ ðö‚èñ¡Á. «ñ½‹, °O˜„Cò£è 
Þ¼‚°‹ «ð£«î ðòí‹ ªêŒ¶Mì M¼‹H, M®ò½‚° º¡«ð î¡Â¬ìò õ‡®«ò£†®¬ò 
â¿ŠH, ÜõQì‹ °F¬óè¬÷Š ªð£¼ˆFˆ îò£˜ ªêŒò„ ªê£¡ù£¡.
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92 MERCY English - XII 

Texbook Page - 25
H¡ù˜ Üõ¡ èì‰¶ ªê™½‹ õNJL¼‰¶ (Ü‰î M´F‚°Š H¡¹øñ£è å¼ CŸP™ôˆF™ 

õ£›‰¶ õ‰î) Ü‰î M´FJ¡ àK¬ñŠ ªð£ÁŠð£÷Kì‹ ªê¡Á, ÜõÂ¬ìò è†ìíˆ¬î„ 
ªê½ˆFM†´ˆ î¡Â¬ìò ðòíˆ¬îˆ ªî£ì˜‰î£¡.

ãøˆî£ö Þ¼ðˆ¬î‰¶ ¬ñ™èœ Üõ¡ èì‰¶ «ð£J¼‰î «ð£¶,  °F¬óèÀ‚° àíõOŠðîŸ 
è£è õ‡®¬ò GÁˆFù£¡. ÜƒA¼‰î êˆFóˆF¡ ï¬ìð£¬îˆ î£›õ£óˆF™ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, 
êŸÁ «ïó‹ æŒªõ´ˆî£¡. H¡ º¡ÃìˆFŸ° ïì‰¶ õ‰¶, å¼ ªê‹¹‚ ªè£Fèô¬ù„ 
Å«ìŸÁñ£Á àˆîó¾ HøŠHˆ¶M†´ˆ î¡Â¬ìò ò£N¬ê‚ è¼M¬ò  ªõOJªô´ˆ¶ e†ìˆ 
ªî£ìƒAù£¡.

F¯ªóù Í¡Á °F¬óè÷£™ Þ¿ˆ¶„ ªê™ôŠð´‹ å¼ õ‡®,  ªî£ì˜ñE åL»ì¡   
õ‰¶ G¡ø¶. Þó‡´ ð¬ìió˜èœ H¡ªî£ìó, æ˜ Üó² ÜFè£K ÞøƒA õ‰î£˜. Üõ˜ 
Ü‚R«ò£«ù£Mì‹ õ‰¶, Üõ¡ ò£˜ â¡Á‹, âƒA¼‰¶, âîŸè£è  Üõ¡ õ‰î£¡ â¡Á‹ 
Mê£ó¬í ªêŒòˆ ªî£ìƒAù£˜. Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, Üõ¼‚° º¿¬ñò£èŠ ðF™ ªê£™LM†´, 
“ â¡Âì¡ «ê˜‰¶ ªè£…ê‹ «îc˜ Ü¼‰îñ£†¯˜è÷£? âù‚ «è†ì£¡. Ýù£™, Üõ¬ù‚ 
°Á‚°Mê£ó¬í ªêŒõ¬î«ò ªî£ì˜‰î Ü‰î ÜFè£K, «ïŸ¬øò Þó¬õ c âƒ«è ªêôM†ì£Œ? 
c îQò£èˆî£¡ Þ¼‰î£ò£? Ü™ô¶ æ˜ Þ¬íªò£ˆî õEè¼ì¡ Þ¼‰î£ò£? Ü‰î ñŸªø£¼ 
õEè¬ó Þ¡Á è£¬ôJ™ c ð£˜ˆî£ò£? M®ò½‚° º¡«ð c ã¡ Ü‰î M´F¬ò M†´Š 
¹øŠð†ì£Œ? â¡ªø™ô£‹ ÜõQì‹ «è†ì£˜.

Þ‰î Mù£‚èœ â™ô£‹ ã¡ î¡Qì‹ «è†èŠð´A¡øù â¡Á Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š F¬èˆî£¡. 
ÝJÂ‹, ïì‰î¬õ â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ Üõ¡ Mõóñ£è„ ªê£¡ù£¡. «ñ½‹, “å¼ F¼ì¡ Ü™ô¶ 
ªè£œ¬÷ò¬ùŠ «ð£™ cƒèœ ã¡ â¡Qì‹ °Á‚° Mê£ó¬í ªêŒAl˜èœ? â¡Â¬ìò ªê£‰î 
õEè‹ ªî£ì˜ð£è ï£¡ ðòí‹ ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡®¼‚A«ø¡. â¡¬ù Mù£‚ «è†ðîŸ° â‰î 
ÜõCòº‹ Þ™¬ô«ò âù„ ªê¡ù£¡.

Hø° Ü‰î ÜFè£K, ió˜è¬÷ Ü¬öˆ¶‚ ªè£‡«ì, “ï£¡ ñ£õ†ìˆF¡ å¼ è£õ™ 
ÜFè£K. ï£¡ ã¡ Þ‰î Mù£‚è¬÷‚ «è†«ìªù¡ø£™, «ïŸÁ Þó¾ àƒèÀì¡ îƒAJ¼‰î 
õEè˜ è¿ˆ¶ ÜÁ‚èŠð†ì G¬ôJ™ è‡ªì´‚èŠð†ì£˜. àƒèÀ¬ìò à¬ì¬ñè¬÷„ «ê£F‚è 
«õ‡´‹” â¡Á ÃPù£˜.

Ü‰î„ êˆFóˆFŸ°œ«÷ Üõ˜èœ ¸¬ö‰îù˜. Ü‰îŠ ð¬ìió˜èÀ‹, è£õ™¶¬ø 
ÜFè£KèÀ‹ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£M¡ ðòíÍ†¬ì¬ò‚ è†ìM›ˆ¶, Ü¬î„ «ê£î¬ùJ†ì£˜èœ. 
F¯ªóù ÜõÂ¬ìò å¼ ¬ðJL¼‰¶ å¼ èˆF¬ò ªõOJ™ â´ˆî Ü‰î ÜFè£K, “Þ¶ 
ò£¼¬ìò èˆF” âù„ êˆîñ£è‚ «è†ì£˜.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, ÜõÂ¬ìò ¬ðJL¼‰¶ æ˜ Þóˆî‚ è¬øð®‰î èˆF¬ò â´ˆî¬îŠ 
ð£˜ˆ¶Š ðò‰¶M†ì£˜. 

âŠð® Ü‰î‚ èˆFJ™ óˆî‹ õ‰î¶-?
Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, ðF™ ªê£™ô ºò¡ø£¡. Ýù£™, å¼ õ£˜¬î¬ò‚Ãì ªõOŠð´ˆ¶õ¶ 

ÜõÂ‚° Þòô£ñŸ«ð£ù¶. “âù‚°ˆ & ªîKò£¶ & Ü¶ â¡Â¬ìò¶ Ü¡Á” â¡Á ñ†´‹  Üõ¡ 
F‚Aˆ FíP„ ªê£¡ù£¡.  H¡ù˜ Ü‰î‚ è£õ™ ¶¬ø ÜFè£K, “Þ¡Á è£¬ô Ü‰î õEè¡ 
ð´‚¬èJ™ ÜõÂ¬ìò è¿ˆîÁ‚èŠð†ìõù£è‚ è‡ìPòŠð†ì£¡, Ü¬î„ ªêŒF¼‚è‚ Ã®ò 
å«ó ïð˜ c î£¡. Ü‰î Ü¬ø»‹ à†¹øñ£èŠ Ì†ìŠð†®¼‰î¶. Üˆ¶ì¡ «õÁ ò£¼«ñ Üƒ«è 
Þ™¬ô. Þ‰î Þóˆî‚è¬ø ð®‰î èˆF Þƒ«è à¡Â¬ìò ¬ðJ™ Þ¼‚Aø¶. «ñ½‹, à¡Â¬ìò 
ºèº‹ ïì‰¶ªè£œÀ‹ Mîº«ñ, à¡¬ù‚ è£†®‚ ªè£´‚A¡øù. c âŠð® Üõ¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô 
ªêŒî£Œ-? âšõ÷¾ ðíˆ¬î c F¼®ù£Œ â¡ð¬î â¡Qì‹ ªê£™LM´” â¡ø£˜.

Üõ¡ Ü¬î„ ªêŒòM™¬ô â¡Á‹, Üõ˜èœ å¡ø£è„ «ê˜‰¶ «îc˜ Ü¼‰Fò Hø° Ü‰î 
õEè¬ù Üõ¡ ð£˜‚è«õ Þ™¬ô âù¾‹, îù‚°„ ªê£‰îñ£ù â†ì£Jó‹ ÏHœè¬÷ˆ îMó 
(å¼ ÏHœ â¡ð¶ Þ‰FòŠ ðíñFŠd†®™ å¼ Ïð£Œ å¡ð¶ è£²èÀ‚°„ êñ‹ Ý°‹) «õÁ 
â‰îŠ ðíº‹ ÜõQì‹ Þ™¬ô â¡Á‹, «ñ½‹ Ü‰î‚ èˆFò£ù¶ ÜõÂ¬ìò¶ Þ™¬ô âù¾‹ 
Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š àÁFòOˆ¶„ ªê£¡ù£¡. Ýù£™, ÜõÂ¬ìò °ó™ Þ¬ìòÁ‰¶ CîPò¶. 
ÜõÂ¬ìò ºè‹ ªõOKŠ«ð£ù¶. °Ÿø¾í˜¾ à¬ìòõù£è Ýõ¶ «ð£™ ðòˆF™ Üõ¡ ðîP 
ï´ƒAù£¡.
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  Tamil Translation 93

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 26
Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õ‚ è†® õ‡®J™ É‚A «ð£´ñ£Á Ü‰î‚ è£õ™¶¬ø ÜFè£K, ð¬ì 

ió˜èÀ‚° àˆîóM†ì£˜. ÜõÂ¬ìò ð£îƒè¬÷ å¡Á «ê˜ˆ¶‚ è†®, Üõ˜èœ Ü‰î õ‡®‚°œ 
É‚A iCò«ð£¶, Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š îù‚°ˆî£«ù C½¬õ Ü¬ìò£÷ˆ¬î õ¬ó‰¶ªè£‡´ 
Ü¿î£¡. ÜõÂ¬ìò ðíº‹ ªð£¼†èÀ‹ ÜõQìI¼‰¶ H´ƒA‚ ªè£œ÷Šð†ìù, Ü¼AL¼‰î 
ïèóˆFŸ° ÜÂŠH ¬õ‚èŠð†ì Üõ¡, Üƒ«è C¬øJ™ Ü¬ì‚èŠð†ì£¡. M÷£®IK™ 
ÜõÂ¬ìò ïìˆ¬îèœ °Pˆî Mê£ó¬íèœ «ñŸªè£œ÷Šð†ìù. º‰¬îò è£ô‚ è†ìƒèO™ 
ñ¶ Ü¼‰FM†´, è£ôŠªð£¿¬î ií£‚°õ¶ ÜõÂ¬ìò õö‚è‹ â¡Á‹, Ýù£½‹ Üõ¡ å¼ 
ï™ô ñQîù£è Þ¼‰î£¡ â¡Á‹, õEè˜èÀ‹ ñŸø‚ °®J¼Š¹ õ£CèÀ‹ ÃPù£˜èœ. ÜîŸ°Š 
Hø° õö‚° Mê£ó¬í ªî£ìƒAò¶. Kò£ê£¡ ïèóˆ¬î„ «ê˜‰î å¼ õEè¬ó‚ ªè£¬ô 
ªêŒ¶, ÜõKìI¼‰¶ Þ¼ðî£Jó‹ ÏHœèœ ªè£œ¬÷ò®ˆîî£è Üõ¡ °Ÿø‹ ê£†ìŠð†ì£¡.

ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM, õ£›‚¬èJ™ ï‹H‚¬è Þö‰îõœ Ýù£œ. â¬î ï‹¹-õ¶ â¡ð¶‹ 
ÜõÀ‚°ˆ ªîKòM™¬ô. ÜõÀ¬ìò °ö‰¬îèœ Ü¬ùˆ¶‹ Iè„ CPò¬õò£è Þ¼‰îù. 
ÜF™ å¡Á, ÜõÀ¬ìò ñ£˜«ð£´ Ü¬íˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, Þ¼‰î ¬è‚°ö‰¬îò£è Þ¼‰î¶. 
Ü¬õ â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ É‚A‚ªè£‡´, ÜõÀ¬ìò èíõ¡ C¬øJ™ Ü¬ì‚èŠð†®¼‚°‹ 
ïèóˆFŸ°„ ªê¡ø£œ. Üõ¬ùŠ ð£˜ŠðîŸ° ºîL™ ÜÂñF‚èŠðìM™¬ô. Ýù£™, ÜFè 
ñ¡ø£†ìˆFŸ°Š Hø° è£õ™ÜFè£Kèœ, Üõ¬÷ ÜÂñFˆîù˜. C¬ø‚ ¬èFèO¡ à¬ìJ™, 
êƒALè÷£™ H¬í‚èŠð†´, F¼ì˜èÀìÂ‹ °Ÿøõ£OèÀìÂ‹ Ü¬ì‚èŠð†´‚ Aì‰î 
Üõ¬ùŠ ð£˜ˆî¾ì¡, ñòƒA‚ W«ö M¿‰îõœ, c‡ì «ïóñ£è àí˜¾ G¬ô(senses) F¼‹ð£ñ™ 
Aì‰î£œ. Üî¡H¡ ÜõÀ¬ìò °ö‰¬îè¬÷ Þ¿ˆ¶ Ü¬íˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, Üõ¡ Ü¼A™ 
ªê¡Á î¬óJ™ Üñ˜‰î£œ. i†®½œ÷ Gôõóƒè¬÷„ ªê£™Lò Üõœ, ÜõÂ‚° «ï˜‰î¶ â¡ù 
â¡ð¬îŠ ðŸP‚ «è†ì£œ. Üõ¡, â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ ÜõOì‹ ªê£¡ù£¡,” ÞŠ«ð£¶ ï£‹ â¡ù 
ªêŒò º®»‹? âù‚ «è†ì£œ.

“ðNð£õñŸø æ˜ âOò ñQî¬ù ÜN‰¶ «ð£è Mì£b˜èœ â¡Á, ówòŠ «ðóóê¼‚°(czar) 
ï£‹ M‡íŠð‹ ªêŒò «õ‡´‹” â¡Á, Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡.

ówòŠ «ðóóê¼‚°ˆ î£¡ ãŸªèù«õ å¼ «õ‡´«è£œ M‡íŠð‹ ÜÂŠHJ¼‰îî£è¾‹, 
Ýù£™, Ü¶ ãŸÁ‚ ªè£œ÷ŠðìM™¬ô â¡Á‹, ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM ÜõQì‹ ªê£¡ù£œ.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, â‰îŠ ðF½‹ ÃøM™¬ô. ñùº¬ì‰¶ «ð£ùõù£èˆ «î£¡Pù£¡.
H¡ù˜ ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM, “àƒèÀ¬ìò î¬ôº® ï¬óˆ¶Š «ð£ùî£è ï£¡ è‡ì èù¾ 

å¡ÁI™ô£îîŸè£è Ü¡Á. àƒèÀ‚° G¬ùM¼‚Aøî£? cƒèœ Ü¡Á ¹øŠð†´„ ªê¡P¼‚è‚ 
Ãì£¶” â¡ø£œ. ÜõÂ¬ìò î¬ôº®‚°œ ÜõÀ¬ìò Mó™è¬÷ M†´ õ¼®‚ªè£‡«ì, 
“Þ¬øõ¡ âù‚° ÞQ¬ñò£ù õóñ£è‚ ªè£´ˆî â¡ Iè àò˜‰î Ü¡«ð! àƒèœ ñ¬ùMJì‹ 
à‡¬ñ¬ò„ ªê£™½ƒèœ; Ü¬î„ ªêŒî¶ cƒèœ Þ™¬ôò£” âù‚ «è†ì£œ.

“c»‹Ãì ÜŠð® â¡¬ù„ ê‰«îA‚Aø£«ò!” â¡ø Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, ÜõÂ¬ìò ¬èè÷£™ 
ºèˆ¬î Í®‚ ªè£‡´, Üöˆ ªî£ìƒAù£¡. ÜŠ«ð£¶ å¼ ð¬ìió¡ õ‰¶, ñ¬ùM¬ò»‹ 
°ö‰¬îè¬÷»‹ «ð£ŒMì «õ‡´‹ â¡Á ªê£™ô«õ, î¡Â¬ìò °´‹ðˆFŸ° ÞÁFò£è M¬ì 
ªè£´ˆ¶ ÜÂŠHù£¡ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š.

Üõ˜èœ «ð£ŒM†ì Hø°, Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, «ðêŠð†ì õŸ¬ø â™ô£‹ e‡´‹ G¬ùMŸ°‚ 
ªè£‡´õ‰î£¡. ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM»‹ Üõ¬ù„ ê‰«îAˆ¶ M†ì£œ â¡Á, Üõ¡ G¬ùˆ¶Š 
ð£˜ˆî«ð£¶, Üõ¡, “à‡¬ñ â¡ùªõ¡ð¶ Þ¬øõÂ‚° ñ†´‹î£¡ ªîK»‹; ÜõQì‹ ñ†´‹ 
î£¡ ï£‹ «ñ™ º¬øf´ ªêŒ¶(appeal), ÜõQì‹ Þ¼‰¶î£¡ Þó‚èˆ¬î âF˜ð£˜‚è º®»‹ 
«ð£ôˆ ªîKAø¶”, âùˆ îù‚°ˆî£«ù ªê£™L‚ ªè£‡ì£¡.

ÜîŸ° «ñ½‹ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, â‰î M‡íŠð ñÂ¬õ»‹ â¿FòÂŠðM™¬ô, Ü¬ùˆ¶ 
ï‹H‚¬èè¬÷»‹ Þö‰îõù£è Þ¬øõQì‹ ñ†´«ñ Üõ¡ «õ‡´î™ ªêŒî£¡.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š ê£†¬ìò£™ Ü®‚èŠðì «õ‡´ªñ¡Á ð£îèñ£èˆ b˜ŠðO‚èŠð†´, 
(condemened) è¬ì„²óƒèŠ ð°F‚° ÜÂŠðŠð†ì£¡. âù«õ, èµ‚èœ G¬ø‰î å¼ 
ê£†¬ìò£™ (knot) Üõ¡ è¬êò® ªè£´‚èŠ ð†ì£¡ (flogged) ê£†¬ìò®ò£™ ãŸð´ˆîŠð†ì 
¹‡èœ ÝPM†ì«ð£¶, ñŸøˆ î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèÀì¡ (convicts) ¬êdKò£MŸ° Ü¬öˆ¶„ 
ªê™ôŠð†ì£¡(driven).
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94 MERCY English - XII 

¬êdKò£M™ å¼ î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFò£è«õ Þ¼ðˆî£Á Ý‡´èœ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š 
õ£›‰î£˜. Üõ¼¬ìò î¬ôº® ªõ‡ðQ¬òŠ «ð£™ ªõœ¬÷ Gøñ£è ñ£PM†®¼‰î¶, Üõ¼¬ìò 
î£® c÷ñ£è¾‹, Üì˜ˆFòŸÁ ªñ™L¬öò£è¾‹, ï¬óˆ¶Š«ð£»‹ õ÷˜‰F¼‰î¶. Üõ¼¬ìò 
«èO‚¬è‚ èOŠ¹ Ü¬ùˆ¶‹ ñ¬ø‰¶M†ì¶. °ÁAò àìô¬ñŠ¬ðŠ ªðŸÁ M†ì Üõ˜, 
ªñ¶õ£è«õ ïì‰î£˜. °¬øõ£è«õ «ðCù£˜. å¼«ð£¶‹ CKŠð«î Þ™¬ô. Ýù£™, Ü®‚è® 
Þ¬øõQì‹ Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ªêŒ¶ªè£‡«ì Þ¼‰î£˜.

C¬øJ™ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š ¹¬îIFò®è¬÷ (boots) à¼õ£‚è‚ èŸÁ‚ªè£‡´, Üî¡ 
Íô‹ å¼ CPî÷¾ ðí‹ ß†®, ‘¹Qî˜èO¡ (The Lives of the Saints) õ£›‚¬è õóô£Áèœ’ 
â¡ø ¹ˆîèˆ¬î õ£ƒAù£˜. C¬øJ™ «ð£¶ñ£ù ªõO„ê‹ Þ¼‰î«ð£ªî™ô£‹ Üõ˜ Þ‰îŠ 
¹ˆîèˆ¬î õ£Cˆî£˜. «ñ½‹, ë£JŸÁ‚Aö¬ñèO™ C¬øõ÷£èˆ «îõ£ôòˆFŸ°„ ªê¡Á, 
«õî ð£ìƒè¬÷ õ£C‚è¾‹, Üõ¼¬ìò °óô£ù¶, Þ¡Â‹ ï¡ø£è«õ Þ¼‰îî£™, «îõ£ôòŠ 
ð£ìŸ°¿M™ Þ¬í‰¶ ð£ì¾‹ ªêŒî£˜.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£M¡ ê£‰îñ£ù Þò™HŸè£è„ (meekness) C¬øòFè£ó‚ °¿‚èœ, Üõ¬ó 
M¼‹Hù˜. «ñ½‹, Üõ¼¬ìò àìªù£ˆî ¬èFèÀ‹ Üõ¬ó ñFˆ¶ ïì‰¶ªè£‡ìù˜. Üõ¬óˆ 
î£ˆî£ â¡Á‹, '¹Qî˜' â¡Á‹ Üõ˜èœ Ü¬ö‚è£ô£ù£˜èœ, C¬øòFè£ó‚ °¿‚èOì‹ 
Üõ˜èœ ã«îÂ‹ «è£K‚¬è ÜO‚è M¼‹Hù£™, âŠ«ð£¶‹ Üõ˜èœ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õˆî£¡ 
îƒèÀ¬ìò ê£˜¹K¬ñŠ «ð„ê£÷ó£è Ý‚A‚ ªè£‡ìù˜. ¬èFèÀ‚A¬ì«ò îèó£Áèœ ãŸð´‹ 
«ð£¶, ÜõŸ¬ø„ êK ªêŒ»ñ£Á‹, Ü‰î‚ è£KòˆF¡ e¶ ï´G¬ôˆ b˜Š¹‚ ÃÁñ£Á‹ ÜõKì«ñ 
Üõ˜èœ õ¼õ¬î õö‚èñ£è‚ ªè£‡ìù˜.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£M¡ i†®L¼‰¶ â‰î„ ªêŒF»‹ õ‰î¬ìòM™¬ô. «ñ½‹, Üõ¼¬ìò 
ñ¬ùM»‹ °ö‰¬îèÀ‹ Þ¡Â‹ àJ¼ì¡ Þ¼‚Aø£˜è÷£ â¡ð¬î, Üõ˜ ÜP‰¶ªè£œ÷‚Ãì 
º®òM™¬ô.

å¼ï£œ ¹Fò î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèOL¼‰¶ å¼ °¿õ£ù¶ Ü‰î„ C¬ø‚° õ‰î¶. Ü¡Á 
ñ£¬ô ð¬öò ¬èFèœ ¹Fòõ˜è¬÷„ ²ŸP å¡Á Ã®, â‰î ïèó‹ Ü™ô¶ Aó£ñˆFL¼‰¶ 
Üõ˜èœ õ‰F¼‚Aø£˜èœ, «ñ½‹ âîŸè£è Üõ˜èœ î‡ì¬ù ªðŸÁ õ‰F¼‚Aø£˜èœ âù‚ 
«è†´ˆ ªîK‰¶ ªè£‡®¼‰îù˜. eîI¼‰îõ˜èÀ‚° Þ¬ì«ò, ¹Fî£è õ‰îõ˜èÀ‚° Ü¼A™ 
Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š W«ö à†è£˜‰¶ªè£‡´, ñù‹ à¬ì‰¶«ð£ù àí˜„C ªõOŠð£†´ì¡, Üƒ«è 
«ðêŠð†ìõŸ¬ø‚ èõQˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜.

Ü‰îŠ ¹Fò õ¼¬èò£÷˜èO™ å¼õù£è ªï¼‚èñ£è‚ èˆîK‚èŠð†ì (closely-cropped) 
ï¬óˆî î£®»ì¡, ²ñ£˜ ÜÁð¶ õò¶ I‚è æ˜ àòóñ£ù àì½ÁF ªè£‡ì ñQî¡, î£¡ 
âîŸè£è‚ ¬è¶ ªêŒòŠð†®¼‚Aø£¡ â¡ð¬î, ñŸøõ˜èÀ‚°„ ªê£™L‚ ªè£‡®¼‚Aø£¡.

“ï™ô¶ ï‡ð˜è«÷” Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡. “å¼ êó‚° õ‡®J™ (sledge) Ì†ìŠð†®¼‰î 
å¼ °F¬ó¬ò ï£¡ Ü¬öˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´î£¡ õ‰«î¡. ¬è¶ ªêŒòŠð†´ˆ F¼†´‚ °Ÿø‹ 
ê£†ìŠð†«ì¡. ï£¡ Y‚Aóñ£è i´ õ‰¶ «ê˜õîŸè£è«õ Ü‰î‚ °F¬ó¬ò ï£¡ ðò¡ð´ˆF‚ 
ªè£‡«ì¡” â¡Á‹, “Üî¡ Hø° Ü¬î ï£¡ «ð£è M†´M†«ì¡” â¡Á‹, “Üˆ¶ì¡ Ü‰î‚ 
°F¬óJ¡ æ†´ï˜ îQŠð†ì MîˆF™ â¡Â¬ìò ï‡ð˜ â¡ð¬î»‹ ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡. âù«õ, 
â™ô£‹ êKî£¡ â¡Á‹ ï£¡ Üõ˜èOì‹ ªê£¡«ù¡. 'Þ™¬ô, c F¼®J¼‚Aø£Œ’ â¡Á 
Üõ˜èœ ÃPù£˜èœ. “Ýù£™ âŠð® Ü™ô¶ âƒ«è ï£¡ F¼®«ù¡ â¡ð¬î Üõ˜è÷£™, ªê£™ô 
º®òM™¬ô. à‡¬ñò£è«õ å¼º¬ø °Ÿø‹ ï£¡ ªêŒ«î¡. ê†ìŠð® ï£¡ c‡ì è£ôˆFŸ° 
º¡«ð Þƒ° õ‰F¼‚è «õ‡´‹, Ýù£™, Ü‰î «ïóˆF™ ï£¡ è‡´H®‚èŠðìM™¬ô. ÞŠ«ð£¶ 
â¶¾«ñ Þ™ô£î è£óíˆFŸè£è ï£¡ Þƒ«è ÜÂŠð†®¼‚A«ø¡.... «ý, ï£¡ ªê£™L‚ 
ªè£‡®¼Šð¬õ â™ô£«ñ ªð£Œ; º¡¹ ï£¡ ¬êdKò£M™ Þ¼‰«î¡. Ýù£™, c‡ì è£ô‹ ï£¡ 
Üƒ«è îƒAJ¼‚èM™¬ô” â¡ø£¡.

“cƒèœ âƒA¼‰¶ õ¼Al˜èœ?” âù, ò£«ó£ «è†ì£˜èœ.
“M÷£®ñKL¼‰¶ õ¼A«ø¡; â¡Â¬ìò °´‹ðˆFù˜ Ü‰î ïèóˆ¬î„ «ê˜‰îõ˜èœ. ñè˜ 

â¡ð¶ â¡Â¬ìò ªðò˜; ªêIò£Q„ â¡Á‹ â¡¬ù Ü¬öŠð£˜èœ â¡Á, Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡.
Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š î¡Â¬ìò î¬ô¬ò àò˜ˆF ÜõQì‹ «è†ì£˜, “ªêIò£Q„, âù‚° 

å¡Á ªê£™½ƒèœ; M÷£®IK™, Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š ñŸÁ‹ Üõ¬ó„ ê£˜‰î õEè˜è¬÷Š ðŸP 
àƒèÀ‚° ãî£õ¶ ªîK»ñ£? Üõ˜èœ Þ¡Â‹ àJ¼ì¡ Þ¼‚Aø£˜è÷£?”
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  Tamil Translation 95

“ªîK»ñ£&õ£? G„êòñ£è«õ Iè ï¡ø£è âù‚°ˆ ªîK»‹. Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š °´‹ðˆî£˜ 
ðí‚è£ó˜èœ âQÂ‹, Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò î‰¬îò£˜ ¬êdKò£M™ Þ¼‚Aø£˜. ï‹¬ñŠ «ð£ô«õ 
Üõ¼‹ å¼ ð£õ‹ ªêŒîõ˜ â¡«ø ªîKAø¶! àƒèOì‹ «è†A«ø¡ î£ˆî£, cƒèœ â¡ù 
îõÁ‚è£è Þƒ«è õ‰b˜èœ-?” â¡ø£˜ ñè˜ â¡ø Y¬ñò£Q„.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, î¡Â¬ìò Üõ‚«è†¬ìŠ (misfortune) ðŸPŠ «ðê M¼‹ðM™¬ô. 
ªð¼Í„² ñ†´‹ M†´M†´, “â¡Â¬ìò ð£õƒèÀ‚è£è Þ‰î Þ¼ðˆî£Á Ý‡´è÷£è ï£¡ 
C¬øJ™ Þ¼‰¶ ªè£‡´ Þ¼‚A«ø¡” â¡ø£˜.

“â¡ù ð£õƒèœ” âù‚ «è†ì£¡ ñè˜ ªê¬ñò£Q„.

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 27
Ýù£™, Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, “ï™ô¶, ï™ô¶ -& ï£¡ Ü¬î Gò£òŠð´ˆFJ¼‚è «õ‡´‹” 

(deserved) â¡Á ñ†´‹ ªê£¡ù£˜. Üõ˜ ÜîŸ° «ñ™ â¬î»‹ ªê£™LJ¼‚è¾‹ ñ£†ì£˜. Ýù£™, 
Üõ˜ ¬êdKò£M™ Þ¼‚è «ï˜‰î¶ âŠð®, ò£«ó£ å¼õ¡ å¼ õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¡ÁM†´, Ü‰î‚ 
èˆF¬ò Ü‚R«ò£«ù£M¡ ªð£¼†èO¬ì«ò ¬õˆ¶ M†´„ ªê¡ø¶‹, «ñ½‹ ÜcGFò£è 
(unjustify) Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š °Ÿøõ£Oò£èˆ b˜ŠðO‚èŠð†ì¶‹ âŠð® â¡ð¬îªò™ô£‹ 
Üõ¼¬ìò C¬ø ï‡ð˜èœ ¹¶ õ¼¬èò£÷˜‚°„ ªê£¡ù£˜èœ.

ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„ Þ¬î‚ «è†ì«ð£¶, Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õ àŸÁŠ ð£˜ˆî£¡. î¡Â¬ìò 
ºöƒè£L™ àœ÷ƒ¬èò£™ Ü®ˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ (slapped), àí˜„CŠªð¼‚A™ «ðCù£¡,” ï™ô¶, 
Þ¶ ÜFêòñ£è Þ¼‚Aø¶! à‡¬ñò£è«õ ÜFêò‹î£¡! Ýù£™,  cƒèœ âšõ÷¾ õò¶ 
ºF˜‰îõó£è ÝAM†¯˜èœ, î£ˆî£!” â¡ø£¡.

Üõ¡ ã¡ Üšõ÷¾ âF˜ð£ó£î MòŠð¬ìAø£¡ â¡Á‹, ÜîŸ°‹ º¡¹ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õ 
Üõ¡ âƒ«è ð£˜ˆF¼‚Aø£¡ â¡Á‹ ñŸøõ˜èœ ÜõQì‹ «è†ì£˜èœ. Ýù£™, ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„ 
ÜîŸ°Š ðF™ ªê£™ôM™¬ô. “ï£‹ Þƒ«è ê‰F‚è «õ‡®ò Åö™ ãŸð†ì«î Iè¾‹ ÜFêòñ£ù¶ 
î£¡, CÁ ¬ðò¡è«÷! (lads)” â¡Á ñ†´‹ ªê£¡ù£¡.

Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶ ò£˜ â¡ð¶ Þ‰î ñQîÂ‚°ˆ ªîK»ñ£ âù 
â‡µñ÷MŸ° ÜõÂ¬ìò Þ‰î õ£˜ˆ¬îèœ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õ Mò‚è ¬õˆîù. Üîù£™ 
Üõ˜, “ªêIò£Q„, å¼ «õ¬÷ Ü‰î Mõè£óˆ¬îŠ (affair) ðŸP  c «èœMŠð†®¼‚Aø£ò£, 
Ü™ô¶ ÞîŸ° º¡¹ å¼«õ¬÷ c â¡¬ùŠ ð£˜ˆF¼‚Aø£ò£?” â¡Á «è†ì£˜.

“«èœMŠð´õ¬î â™ô£‹ âŠð® ï£¡ ï‹HMì º®»‹? Þ‰î àôè«ñ ªð£Œ õî‰Fè÷£™ 
(rumours) Gó‹H Þ¼‚Aø¶. Ýù£™, Ü¶ c‡ì è£ô‹ ÝAM†ì¶. Üˆ¶ì¡ â¡ù «èœMŠ 
ð†«ì¡ â¡ð¬î»‹ ï£¡ ñø‰¶ M†«ì¡” â¡ø£¡, ªê¬ñò£Q„.

“Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶ ò£˜ â¡ð¬î å¼«õ¬÷ c «èœMŠð†®¼‚Aø£ò£?” 
âù Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š «è†ì£˜.

ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„ àó‚è„ CKˆ¶M†´, “ò£¼¬ìò ¬ðJ™ Ü‰î‚ èˆF è‡´H®‚èŠð†ì«î£, 
Üõ¡î£¡ ªè£¬ôè£óù£è Þ¼‰F¼‚è «õ‡´‹! «õÁ ò£ó£õ¶ Ü‰î‚ èˆF¬ò Üƒ«è ñ¬øˆ¶ 
¬õˆF¼‰î£™Ãì, å¼ F¼ì¡ H®ð´‹ õ¬ó Üõ¡ F¼ì¡ Ü™ô¡’ â¡ø ªê£™ õö‚èŠð®î£¡ 
Ü¬ñ»-‹. àƒèÀ¬ìò î¬ô‚° Ü®J™ àƒèÀ¬ìò ¬ð Þ¼‚°‹«ð£¶, ò£«ó£ å¼õ¡ ÜîŸ°œ 
å¼ èˆF¬ò âŠð® ¬õ‚è º®»‹?” Ü¶ è‡®Šð£è àƒè¬÷ MNŠÌ†®J¼‚°«ñ” â¡Á 
ðFôOˆî£¡.

Þ‰î õ£˜ˆ¬îè¬÷ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š «è†ì«ð£¶, Þ‰î ñQî¡ î£¡ Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ 
ªè£¬ô ªêŒF¼‚Aø£¡ âù àÁFò£è Üõ˜ àí˜‰î£˜. ÜƒA¼‰¶ Üõ˜ â¿‰¶ ªê¡ÁM†ì£˜. 
Ü‰î Þó¾ º¿õ¶‹ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š MNˆ¶‚ªè£‡«ì ð´ˆF¼‰î£˜.

ñ†ìŸø ¶òóñ¬ì‰îõó£ù Üõ¼¬ìò ñùˆF™, â™ô£ õ¬èò£ù G¬ù¾‚ è£†CèÀ‹ 
â¿‹H õ‰îù. Üõ˜ Ü‰î‚ è‡è£†C‚°  Üõ¼¬ìò ñ¬ùMJìI¼‰¶ HK‰¶ õ‰î«ð£¶ 
(parted) Þ¼‰î ÜõÀ¬ìò Ü«î à¼õˆ «î£Ÿø‹ Üõ¼¬ìò è‡º¡«ù G¬ùMŸ° õ‰î¶. 
ÞŠ«ð£¶‹ Üõœ ÜŠð®«ò Þ¼Šð¬î Üõ˜ ð£˜Šð¶ «ð£™ ÜõÀ¬ìò ºèº‹ ÜõÀ¬ìò 
è‡èÀ‹ Üõ˜ º¡«ù â¿‰îù;  ÜõÀ¬ìò «ð„²‹ CKŠ¹‹ Üõ¼‚°‚ «è†ì¶. Üõ¼¬ìò 
°ö‰¬îèÀ‹ Ü‰î «ïóˆF™ Þ¼‰î¶ «ð£¡«ø C¡ù…CPòõ˜è÷£è Þ¼Šð¬îŠ ð£˜Šð¶ 
«ð£™ Üõ¼‚°ˆ «î£¡Pò¶. å¼ °ö‰¬î å¼ CPò «ñô£¬ì¬ò ÜE‰¶ªè£‡´‹, ñŸªø£¼ 
°ö‰¬î Üî¡ î£J¡ ñ£˜H™ ð£™ Ü¼‰Fòð®»‹ Þ¼‰î¶. Üî¡H¡ Þ÷¬ñ»ìÂ‹ ñA›„C‚ 
èOŠ¹ìÂ‹ õö‚èñ£è Þ¼‰î î¡¬ùˆî£«ù Üõ˜ G¬ù¾ð´ˆFŠ ð£˜ˆî£˜. Üõ˜ ¬è¶ 
ªêŒòŠð†ì Ü‰î„ êˆFóˆF¡ º¡ÃìˆF™ à†è£˜‰F¼‰¶, Üõ˜ âšõ£Á Ü‰î Aî£¬ó e†®‚ 
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96 MERCY English - XII 

ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜ â¡ð¶‹, â‰î Ü÷MŸ° Üõ˜ èõ¬ôè÷ŸÁ Þ¼‰î£˜ â¡ð¶‹ Üõ¼¬ìò 
G¬ùMŸ° õ‰îù. Üõ¼‚°‚ è¬êò® ªè£´‚èŠð†ì Þì‹, ê£†¬ìò£™ Ü®ˆ¶ Ü‰îˆ 
î‡ì¬ù¬ò G¬ø«õŸPòõ¡, ²ŸP G¡Á ªè£‡®¼‰î ñQî˜èœ, Üõ˜ H¬í‚èŠð†®¼‰î 
êƒALèœ, î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèœ, Þ¼ðˆî£Á Ý‡´‚è£ô Üõ¼¬ìò º¿„C¬ø õ£›‚¬è, 
àKò è£ôˆFŸ° º¡«ð ãŸð†´M†ì Üõ¼¬ìò º¶¬ñˆ«î£Ÿø‹ âù Ü¬ùˆ¶‹, Üõ¼¬ìò 
G¬ùM™ õó‚è‡ì£˜. Þ‰î G¬ù¾èª÷™ô£‹ Üõ˜ îŸªè£¬ô ªêŒòˆ É‡´‹ Ü÷MŸ°, 
Üõ¬ó ñù‚èêŠ¹ Ü¬ìò„ ªêŒîù.

“Þ¬õ â™ô£‹ Ü‰îŠ ð£îèQ¡ ªêòô£™ M¬÷‰î¬õ î£«ñ!” âù, Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š 
G¬ùˆî£˜. ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„CŸ° âFó£è Üõ¼‚° Í‡ì «è£ðñ£ù¶, Üõ¬ùŠ ðN‚°ŠðN 
(vegeance) õ£ƒ°õîŸè£èˆ îù‚°ˆî£«ù ÜN¬õ (perish) ãŸð´ˆF‚ ªè£‡ì£™Ãì, Ü¬î„ 
ªêŒ¶Mì «õ‡´‹ â¡Á Üõ˜ ãƒ°‹ (longed) Ü÷MŸ° Iè ÜFèñ£ù¶. Þó¾ º¿õ¶‹ 
F¼‹ðˆ F¼‹ð Üõ˜ Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ªêŒ¶ªè£‡«ì Þ¼‰î£˜. âQÂ‹, Üõ¼‚° ñù Ü¬ñF 
A†ìM™¬ô. ðèŸªð£¿F™, Üõ˜ ñè˜ ªê¬ñò£Q„ Ü¼A™ ªê™ô¾‹ Þ™¬ô; Üõ¬ùŠ 
ð£˜‚è‚Ãì Þ™¬ô.

Þ¼õ£ó è£ôƒèœ èì‰îù. Ü‚R«ò£«ù£õ£™ ÞóM™ Éƒè º®òM™¬ô. â¡ù 
ªêŒõªî¡Á ªîKò£ñ™ Üõ˜ ñ†ìŸø ¶òó‹ I‚èõó£è Ýù£˜.

ð£ìË™ ð‚è‹ â‡ : 28
æ˜ Þó¾ Üõ˜ C¬ø„ê£¬ô Ü¬ø‚°œ ïì‰¶ªè£‡®¼‰î«ð£¶, ¬èFèœ ð´ˆ¶øƒ°‹ 

²õ˜ñ£ìƒèO™ å¡P¡ Ü®Š¹øˆFL¼‰¶ ã«î£ ñ‡è†®ò£ù¶ à¼‡«ì£® õ¼õ¬î Üõ˜ 
èõQˆî£˜.  Ü¶ â¡ùªõ¡Á è‡ìPõîŸ° G¡ø£˜. Ü‰î„ ²õ˜ ñ£ìˆFŸ° Ü®Š¹øˆFL¼‰¶ 
ñè˜ ªê¬ñò£Q„ á˜‰¶ ªõO«ò õ‰¶ Ü„êñ¬ì‰î ºèˆ¶ì¡ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õ ãP†´Š 
ð£˜ˆî£¡. Üõ¬ùŠ ð£˜‚è£ñ«ô«ò èì‰¶«ð£è Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š ºò¡ø£˜. Ýù£™, 
Üõ¼¬ìò ¬èè¬÷Š ðŸP‚ªè£‡ì ñè˜, ÜõKì‹ ²õ¼‚° Ü®J™ Üõ¡ å¼ ¶õ£óˆ¬îˆ 
«î£‡®J¼Šðî£è¾‹, «î£‡®ªò´‚°‹ ñ‡¬íŠ «ð£†´¬õˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´, Fùº‹ 
C¬ø‚¬èFèœ «õ¬ô ªêŒõîŸè£è Mó†ìŠ ð†´„ ªê¡ÁM´‹«ð£¶, Ü¬î„ ê£¬ôJ™ ªè£†® 
M´õî£è¾‹ ªê£¡ù£¡.

“cƒèœ Ü¬ñFò£è ñ†´‹ Þ¼‰¶M´ƒèœ ªðKòõ«ó; cƒèÀ‹ C¬ø¬òM†´ ªõO«òP 
Mìô£‹. cƒèœ à÷P‚ªè£†®M†ì£™, Üõ˜èœ ê£†¬ìò£™ Ü®ˆ«î â¡ àJ¬ó â´ˆ¶ 
M´õ£˜èœ (flog the life out of me). Ýù£™, ºîL™ ï£¡ àƒè¬÷‚ ªè£¡ÁM´«õ¡” â¡ø£¡ 
ñè˜.

î¡Â¬ìò âFK¬òŠ ð£˜ˆî Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š, «è£ðˆî£™ ÜF˜‰î£˜. Üõ¼¬ìò ¬è¬ò 
ÜõQìI¼‰¶ Þ¿ˆ¶ M´Mˆ¶M†´, îŠHˆ¶„ ªê™ô âù‚° Ý¬ê»‹ Þ™¬ô. â¡¬ù‚ 
ªè£™õîŸ° àù‚° ÜõCòº‹ Þ™¬ô; ªõ° è£ôˆFŸ° º¡«ð c â¡¬ù‚ ªè£¡ÁM†ì£Œ! 
à¡¬ùŠ ðŸP ï£¡ ªê£™õîŸ° & ï£¡ Üšõ£Á ªêŒ«õ«ù£ ñ£†«ì«ù£, Þ¬øõ¡î£¡ 
â™ô£õŸ¬»‹ Þò‚°õ£˜” â¡Á ªê£¡ù£˜.

Ü´ˆî ï£œ, î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèœ «õ¬ô ªêŒõîŸ° Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™ôŠð†ì«ð£¶ å¼õ«ù£, 
¬èFèO™ ñŸªø£¼õ«ù£ î¡Â¬ìò ¹¬îIFò®‚ è£ôEJL¼‰¶ ñ‡¬í‚ ªè£†´õ¬î 
ªñŒ‚è£Š¹Š ð¬ìió˜èœ (convoy soldiers) èõQˆî£˜èœ. C¬ø Ü¬øèœ «ê£î¬ùJìŠð†´, 
Ü‰î„ ²óƒèŠ ð£¬î è‡´H®‚èŠð†ì¶, C¬øˆ î¬ôõ˜ õ‰¶, Ü‰îˆ ¶õ£óˆ¬îˆ «î£‡®ò¶ 
ò£˜ âù‚ è‡´H®ŠðîŸ°, â™ô£‚ ¬èFè¬÷»‹ Mê£ó¬í ªêŒî£˜. Üõ˜èœ â™ô£¼«ñ 
Ü¬îŠðŸP ÜP‰î â‰îˆ îèõ¬ô»‹ ªê£™ô ñÁˆîù˜. ñè˜ YIò£Q„CŸ°‚ A†ìî†ì ê£°‹ 
õ¬ó ê¾‚è® ªè£´‚èŠðìô£‹ â¡ð¬î ÜP‰¶, à‡¬ñ ªîK‰îõ˜èÀ‹, Üõ¬ù‚ è£†®‚ 
ªè£´‚è M¼‹ðM™¬ô. ÞÁFò£è C¬øˆî¬ôõ˜, î£¡ å¼ cF»œ÷ ñQîó£è (just man) 
ÜP‰¶ ¬õˆF¼‰î Ü‚R«ò£«ù£Mì‹ F¼‹H, ÜõKì‹ ªê£¡ù£˜.

“cƒèœ æ˜ à‡¬ñ»œ÷ ºFòõ˜; Þ¬øõÂ‚° º¡ð£è â¡Qì‹ à‡¬ñ¬ò„ 
ªê£™½ƒèœ; Ü‰îˆ ¶õ£óˆ¬îˆ «î£‡®ò¶ ò£˜?” âù‚ «è†ì£˜.

ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„ Þ‰î„ ªêò½ì¡ Üø«õ ªî£ì˜ðŸøõ¬ùŠ (quite unconcerned) «ð£™ 
C¬øˆî¬ôõ¬óŠ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, Ü‰î Ü÷MŸ° Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š e¶ èí«ïóŠ ð£˜¬õ¬ò„ 
ªê½ˆî£ îõó£è G¡Á ªè£‡®¼‰î£¡. Ü‚R«ò£«ù£M¡ àî´èÀ‹ ¬èèÀ‹ ÜF˜‰îù; 
c‡ì «ïóñ£è Üõó£™ å¼ õ£˜ˆ¬îÃì ªõOŠð´ˆî (utter) ÞòôM™¬ô. “â¡Â¬ìò 
õ£›‚¬è¬ò ÜNˆ¶ ï£êñ£‚Aòõ¬ù ï£¡ ã¡ ñ¬øˆ¶‚ è£Šð£Ÿø «õ‡´‹? ï£¡ ð†ì 
¶òóƒèÀ‚ªè™ô£‹ Üõ¡ ðô¡ ÜÂðM‚è†´‹; Ü«îêñò‹, ï£¡ à‡¬ñ¬ò„ ªê£¡ù£™, 
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  Tamil Translation 97

Þò™ð£è«õ Üõ¬ù‚ ê¾‚è£™ Ü®ˆ«î, Üõ˜èœ ªè£¡Á M´õ£˜èœ. «ñ½‹, å¼«õ¬÷ ï£¡ 
Üõ¬ùˆ îõø£è‚ Ãì„ ê‰«îèŠð†®¼‚èô£‹. â™ô£õŸÁ‚°‹ Hø°, â¡ù MîˆF™ Ü¶ 
âù‚° ï¡¬ñò£è Þ¼‚èŠ«ð£Aø¶?” âù, Üõ˜ C‰F‚èô£ù£˜.

"ï™ô¶, ºFòõ«ó âù‚° à‡¬ñ¬ò„ ªê£™½ƒèœ; ²õ¼‚° Ü®J™ «î£‡®‚ ªè£‡® 
¼‰î¶ ò£˜?” C¬øˆî¬ôõ˜ e‡´‹ «è†ì£˜.

ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„¬ê‚ èíŠªð£¿¶ ð£˜ˆ¶M†´ (glanced) Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š ªê£¡ù£˜, 
“ï£¡ ªê£™ô Þòô£¶, ñ£‡¹ I‚èõ«ó. ï£¡ ªê£™ô «õ‡´‹ â¡ð¶ Þ¬øõQ¡ M¼Šð‹ 
Ü¡Á! â¡¬ù â¡ù ªêŒò M¼‹¹Al˜è«÷£, ªêŒ¶ ªè£œÀƒèœ; àƒèÀ¬ìò ¬èèO™î£¡ 
ï£¡ Þ¼‚A«ø«ù” â¡ø£˜.

C¬øˆî¬ôõ˜ âšMîˆF™ ºòŸC ªêŒî£½‹, ÜîŸ° «ñ™ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š â¶¾‹ 
«ðêM™¬ô. âù«õ, Ü‰î Mõè£ó‹ ¬èMìŠðì «õ‡®òî£JŸÁ.

Ü¡Á Þó¾ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š î¡Â¬ìò ð´‚¬èJ™ ð´ˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ Ü¬óˆÉ‚è‹ 
ªè£œ÷ˆ (doze) ªî£ìƒAò«ð£¶, ò£«ó£ å¼õ¡ êˆîI¡P õ‰¶ Üõ¼¬ìò ð´‚¬èJ™ 
( Ü¼«è î¬óJ™ ) Üñ˜‰î£¡. Ü‰î Þ¼†®¡ õN«ò Üõ˜ àŸÁ «ï£‚A (peered) Ü¶ ñè˜î£¡ 
â¡Á, Ü¬ìò£÷‹ è‡´ ªè£‡ì£˜.

“â¡Qì‹ Þ¡Â‹ àù‚° â¡ù «õ‡´‹?” Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š «è†ì£˜. “ã¡ Þƒ° 
õ‰F¼‚Aø£Œ?

ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„ Ü¬ñFò£è Þ¼‰î£¡. Üîù£™ Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š â¿‰¶ à†è£˜‰¶ 
ªê£¡ù£˜, “àù‚° â¡ù «õ‡´‹? ÞƒA¼‰¶ «ð£Œ M´. Þ™¬ôªò¡ø£™, ï£¡ 
C¬ø‚è£õô¬ó‚ ÃŠH´«õ¡”.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õ «ï£‚A ªï¼ƒA‚ °Q‰¶ (bent close) î£›‰î °óL™ ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„ 
ªê£¡ù£¡, “Þõ£¡ ®I†K‚ Üõ˜è«÷, â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶ M´ƒèœ!

“âîŸè£è?” Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š «è†ì£˜.
Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶‹, Ü‰î‚ èˆF¬ò àƒèÀ¬ìò ªð£¼†èO¬ì«ò 

ñ¬øˆ¶ ¬õˆî¶‹ ï£¡î£¡. àƒè¬÷»‹ ªè£¬ô ªêŒòˆ î£¡ ï£¡ G¬ùˆ«î¡. Ýù£™, 
ªõO«ò å¼ êˆî‹ âù‚°‚ «è†ì¶. Üîù£™ Ü‰î‚ èˆF¬ò ï£¡ àƒèÀ¬ìò ¬ð‚°œ 
ñ¬øˆ¶ M†´M†´„ ê£÷óˆF¡ õNò£è ï£¡ ªõO«òPˆ îŠH å®M†«ì¡” â¡ø£¡.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š Ü¬ñFò£è Þ¼‰î£˜. â¡ù ªê£™õªî¡Á Üõ¼‚°ˆ ªîKòM™¬ô. 
ð´‚¬è ºè†´ˆ î†®¡ e¶ êK‰î (slid off) ªêIò£Q„, î¬óJ¡ e¶ ºöƒè£Ÿð®J†ì£¡. 
“Þõ£¡ ®I†K„ Üõ˜è«÷, â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶M´ƒèœ! Þ¬øõQ¡ Ü¡¹‚ è¼¬í‚è£è 
â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶M´ƒèœ! Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶ ï£¡î£¡ â¡ø °Ÿøˆ¬î 
ªõOŠð¬ìò£è ï£¡ åŠ¹‚ªè£‡´ M´A«ø¡. cƒèœ ªê¡Á Mìô£‹” â¡Á Üõ¡ ÃPù£¡.

“«ð²õîŸ° Ü¶ àù‚° Iè âOî£è Þ¼‚Aø¶” & Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š ªê£¡ù£˜. Ýù£™, 
Þ¼ðˆî£Á Ý‡´èœ à¡ù£™ ï£¡ ªê£™ªô£í£ˆ ¶òóˆ¬îˆ î£ƒAM†«ì¡ ÞŠ«ð£¶ ï£¡ 
âƒ«èòì£ «ð£è º®»‹? â¡Â¬ìò ñ¬ùM Þø‰¶M†ì£œ; â¡Â¬ìò °ö‰¬îèœ â¡¬ù 
ñø‰F¼Šð£˜èœ; ï£¡ «ð£õîŸ° â‰î Þìº‹ Þ™¬ô«ò....

ñè˜ ªêIò£Q„ â¿‰F¼‚èM™¬ô. Ýù£™, î¬óJ¡ e¶ î¡Â¬ìò î¬ôò£™ º†®‚ 
ªè£‡ì£¡. “Þõ£¡ ®I†K„ Üõ˜è«÷ â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶ M´ƒèœ” âù‚ èîP Ü¿î£¡. 
“èµ‚èœ ÜìƒAò ê£†¬ìò£™ Üõ˜èœ â¡¬ù Ü®ˆî«ð£¶Ãì Ü‰î õLò£ù¶, ÞŠ«ð£¶ 
àƒè¬÷Š ð£˜‚°‹«ð£¶ ãŸð´‹ õL¬òŠ «ð£™ î£ƒA‚ªè£œ÷ º®ò£îî£è Þ¼‚èM™¬ô, 
àƒèÀ‚° â¡e¶ Þó‚è‹ Þ¼‰î¶; cƒèœ Ü¬î ªõOŠð¬ìò£è„ ªê£™ôM™¬ô. APˆ¶M¡ 
ê£˜ð£è â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶ M´ƒèœ; ï£¡ ÞN«èì£ù ð£îè¡ ÝAM†«ì«ù” âù M‹I M‹I 
Üõ¡ Üöˆ ªî£ìƒAù£¡.

Üõ¡ M‹Iò¿õ¬î Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š «è†ì«ð£¶, Üõ¼‹ Üöˆ ªî£ìƒAù£˜. Þ¬øõ¡ 
à¡¬ù ñ¡QŠð£˜ âù Üõ˜ ÃPù£˜. å¼«õ¬÷ à¡¬ùMì ËÁ ñìƒ° «ñ£êñ£ùõù£è‚Ãì 
ï£¡ ÝA Þ¼‚èô£‹. Þ‰î õ£˜ˆ¬î¬ò Üõ˜ ªê£¡ù«ð£¶, Üõ¼¬ìò Þîò‹ Þ«ôê£è 
Ýù¶. i†¬ìŠ ðŸPò Üõ¼¬ìò ã‚è‹ Üõ¬ó M†ìè¡ø¶. C¬ø¬ò M†´„ ªê™ô «õ‡´‹ 
â¡ø Ýõ™, Üõ¼‚° õó«õ Þ™¬ô, Ýù£™, Üõ¼¬ìò ÞÁF ñEˆ¶O õ¼õ¬î ñ†´‹ 
Üõ˜ Ýõ½ì¡ ï‹H âF˜ð£˜ˆî£˜.

Ü‚R«ò£«ù£š ªê£™LJ¼‰î«ð£¶‹, ñè˜ î¡Â¬ìò °Ÿøˆ¬î ªõOŠð¬ìò£è„ ªê£™L 
åŠ¹‚ ªè£‡ì£¡. Ýù£™, Ü‚R«ò£«ù£¬õ M´î¬ô ªêŒõîŸè£ù Ý¬í õ‰î«ð£¶, 
ãŸªèù«õ Üõ˜ ñóí‹ Ü¬ì‰F¼‰î£˜.
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98

Quarterly Exam Question Paper

English
Time Allowed : 3 Hours] [Maximum Marks : 90

Instructions : 1. Check the question paper for fairness of printing. If there is any lack of 
fairness, inform the Hall Supervisor immediately.

  2. Use Blue or Black ink to write and underline and pencil to draw diagram.
Part - I

I. Answer all the questions. Choose the most appropriate answer from the given four 
alternatives and write the option code and the corresponding answer. 20 × 1 = 20

 Choose the most appropriate SYNONYMS for the words underlined in the following 
sentences. 

1. Suddenly, I realized that these children had given me a Profound lesson.
a) Short b) Partial c) Very great d) Trivial

2. These are not the only Controversial points to arise in connection with tea drinking.
a) Arguable b) Peaceful c) Agreeable d) Unarguable

3. Nicola glared at his young brother in Vexation.
a) Annoyance b) Happiness c) Delight d) Joy

 Choose the most appropriate antonyms for the words underlined in the following 
sentences.

4. He regained his breath for a few moments. 
a) Recouped b) Abandoned c) Retrieved d) Set back

5. The nurse and ward sister scolded them.
a) Applauded b) Admonished c) Rebuked d) Reproved

6. They disappeared beyond the corner of the wall.
a) Lost b) Hide c) Concealed d) Appeared

7. Form a new word by adding a suitable prefix to the underlined word.
 Nothing is _____ possible in this world.

a) re b) im c) un d) mis
8. Choose the correct word and complete the sentence.
 They work every day _____ Sunday.

a) Accept b) Expect c) except d) Respect
9. Replace the underlined word with a suitable phrasal verb.
 We should support him for his rights

a) Stand in b) Stand up c) Stand out d) Stand on
10. Choose the appropriate expansion of the acronym ISRO.

a) International Satellite Research Organisation b) Indian Space Research 
Organisation

c) Indian Social Reforms Organisation d) Indian Southern Railway Organisation
11. Choose the word that can be placed before the word ‘...proof ’ to form a compound word.

a) White b) Wash c) Water d) Wrap
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  Quarterly Exam Question Paper 99

12. Fill in the blank with the most suitable prepositional phrase.
 We can live in any part of our country _____ our fundamental rights.

a) In spite of b) As well as c) In case of d) According to
13. Choose the correct word from the options given below and complete the sentence.
 Many of A.J.Cronin’s stories have emerged from his medical _____.

a) Career b) Carrier c) Courier d) Currier
14. Choose the appropriate question tag.
 The students are very happy today _____?

a) are they b) aren't they c) do they d) did they
15. Form a new word by adding a suitable suffix to the underlined word and complete the 

sentence.
 The boys were very help ____ to the narrator.

a) ful b) ity c) ly d) ness
16. Fill in the blanks with the right verb.
 I _____ (See) a film a week ago.

a) see b) seen c) saw d) have just seen
17. Choose the correct combination of the compound word ‘Sunlight’.

a) Noun + Verb b) Noun + Noun c) Verb + Noun d) Noun + Adj
18. Choose the word that has been spelt correctly from the options given.

a) Driving license b) Driving lisence c) Driving licence d) Driving lizence
19. Fill in the blank choosing the correct preposition.
 Lucia was suffering _____ tuberculosis.

a) for b) of c) from d) to
20. Replace the underlined phrasal verb with a suitable word.
 I am looking for my watch.

a) to try to find   b) to take care of
c) to think about   d) to review something

Part - II  
Section - 1

 Read the following sets of Poetic lines and answer any four sets. 4 × 2 = 8
21. “It may be we shall touch the happy Isles
 And see the great Achilles, whom we knew”.

 i) What is referred to happy Isles?
 ii) Who can be seen in the happy Isles?

22. And all the men and women merely players;
 They have their exits and their entrances;

 a) Who are the players?
 b) What do the words 'exits' and 'entrances' mean?

23. “Is second childishness and mere oblivion”
 a) Which stage is the second childhood?
 b) Mention the figure of speech used in this line.
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100 MERCY English - XII

24. The giant wears the scarf, and flowers are hung
 In crimson clusters all the bough among.

 a) Who is the giant here?
 b) Why is the scarf colourful?

25. Dear is the Casuarina to my soul; 
 Beneath it we have played ; though years may roll

 a) Who does the word 'we' refer to here?
 b) What is dear to the poet?

26. There was a little private gate,
 A little wicked wicket gate.

 a) Where was the little Private gate?
 b) Pick out the alliterated words.

Section - 2
 Answer any three questions. 3 × 2 = 6
27. Latha : What are you looking for?
 Kala : I have lost my purse (Change into Indirect Speech)
28. They gave the chief guest a warm welcome. (Change the Voice)
29. Unless you go for a walk regularly. You cannot reduce your weight. 
 (Rewrite using ‘if ’ without changing the meaning)
30. Combine the sentences and rewrite using the word given in the brackets.
 My friend was sick. He could not attend the class. (and so)

Part - III 
Section - 1

 Explain any two of the following with reference to the context. 2 × 3 = 6
31.  It is the trees lament, an eerie speech.....
32. “And one man in his time plays many parts”
33. Death closes all : But something ere the end some work of noble note, may yet be done.

Section - 2
 Answer any two of the following questions in not more than 30 words each. 2 × 3 = 6
34. How does adding sugar affect the taste of Tea?
35. What does Dr. Barnard compare this entertainment to?
36. The soft snow was difficult and dangerous why?

Section - 3
 Answer any three of the following questions. 3 × 3 = 9
37. Extend the conversation with two more relevant exchanges.

 Student :  Good morning sir, May I come in?
 Teacher :  Good morning. Why are you late today?

38. Rearrange the following jumbled sentences correctly.
a) a group of young men / the principal / are waiting / outside the hall / to meet.
b) Without fail / goes / the girl / to the music class / every evening.
c) make / noise / a lot of / in the garden / the children
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  Quarterly Exam Question Paper 101

39. Study the pie - chart given below and answer the questions.
a) What does the pie chart stand for?
b) Which countries in Asia produce gold?
c) What is the gold production of all the other continents except Asia?

40. Complete each of the following proverbs with the right option.
 a) One _____ makes no garland.
 b) An _____ a day keeps the doctor away.
 c) _____ is thicker than water.
(Blood, Flower, Apple) 

Part - IV
 Answer the following in a paragraph of about 150 words. 7 × 5 = 35
41. a) What message is conveyed through the story ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’?

(OR)
 b) What lesson did Dr. Barnard learn from the children who took part in the Grand 

Prix?
42. a) How does the nature communicate with the poetess Toru Dutt?

(OR)
 b) Narrate the desire ofUlysses and his search for Adventure.
43. Write a paragraph of about 150 words, by developing the following hints.
 a) The theme of guilt - faith - conflict - forgiveness - freedom - faith in god - merchant’s 

murder - Aksionov’s prison life - Makar’s regret - begging for forgiveness - 
Aksionov’s patience.

(OR)
 b) The midnight visitor - concerned - physical appearance - not matter - secret agent 

- Ausable - fat sloppy - Fowler - first sight - never thought - spy - after hearing - 
interested - to collect - new missiles - frightened - Asuable - made - mind - to be 
fool - Max - Fowler - wondered - presence of mind.

44. a)  Make notes or write a summary of the following the passage.
The aim of education is to enable, the human personality to grow to its full stature. Man 

has a body, a mind and spirit. Accordingly, education aims at the Physical, the intellectual, the 
spiritual and moral development of man.

Games are means of keeping the body healthy and fit. Physical fitness and freedom from 
all kinds of ailments are the desire and ambition of every human being. Indeed, good health 
is the first condition of happiness in life. Those who play games regularly maintain good 
health. Games are an excellent means of bodily exercise. Whether it is sophisticated games 
like Hockey, Football, and Tennis or simple games like Kabbadi, they will provide the much 
needed exercise to the body and thus keep the body healthy and strong. Players always have 
a better appetite and a better digestion than those who play no games or take no exercises. 
Games not only make the body healthy and strong, they also make it muscular.

(OR)
 b) Write a paragraph in about 150 words. Need for Moral Education in Schools. 

45. a) Write a letter to your uncle thanking him for a birthday gift.
(OR)

 b) Write a letter to the editor of a Newspaper about the nuisance created by the road 
side vendors, blocking the pavements and occupying the parking zone.
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46.  a)  Read the following sentences, spot the errors and correct them.
 i) He gave a lot of advices.
 ii) He is confident on his success.
iii) He gave me an one rupee note.
 iv) Though she is weak but she is active.
 v) Mathematics are my favourite subject.

(OR)
 b)  Fill in the blanks appropriately.
 i) The plane _____ off in a few minutes. (Use the verb ‘take’ in the correct form)
 ii) How ____ you speak to me like that? (Fill in with a semi modal)
 iii) I had no _____ he gave me a _____ of advice. (piece, peace)
 iv) Mary Kom won gold medal _____ her hard work. (Use phrase preposition)

47. Expand the following outlines into a complete story and supply a suitable title.
 A dog - hungry - got a piece of meat - wanted - eat alone - crossing a bridge - the other 

side - looked at the water - under bridge - saw another dog - another piece of meat - 
wanted to have it too opened its mouth - to bark - meat - fell down - moral.

(OR)
 Read the following poem and answer the questions that follows :

 Society, Friendship and love,
  Divinely bestowed upon man
 Oh, had I the wings of a dove,
  How soon would I taste you again!
 My sorrows I then might assuage
  In the ways of Religion and Truth,
 Might learn from the Wisdom of age,
  And be cheered by the sallies of youth.
 i) What are the gifts given by God to man?
 ii) What will happen if he has the wings?
 iii) How will his sorrows be lessened?
 iv) What will he learn from the aged?
 v) How will the youth help him?
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  103

Half Yearly Exam Question Paper

English
Time Allowed : 3 Hours] [Maximum  Marks : 90

Part - I
I. Answer all the questions. Choose the most appropriate answer from the given four 

alternatives and write the option code and the corresponding answer. 20 × 1 = 20
 Choose the correct synonyms for the underlined words from the options given : 
1. We pass judgement upon ourselves and declare that we are Civilized or uncivilized.

a) Inexperienced b) Uneducated c) Cultured d) Uncultured
2. There was a grand finale of scattered plates and silver ware.

a) Begin b) Climax c) Debut d) Start
3. Father rejected it, saying it wouldn’t be Strudy.

a) Feeble b) Delicate c) Cherish d) Strong
 Choose the most appropriate ANTONYMS for the words underlined in the following 

sentences.
4. Predicting the arrival of  visitors. 

a) Departure b) Journey c) Migration d) Perusal
5. Hillary scraped the ice off the gauges.

a) Brushed b) Swept c) Covered d) Raked
6. Maamanaar was sitting in splendour on his chair.

a) Simplicity b) Richness c) Carelessly d) Pomp
7. Choose the suitable meaning for the idiom found in the following sentences.
 He came to the office in a suit ‘Once in a Blue Moon’.

a) Very often b) Suddenly c) Very rarely d) Sometimes
8. Identify the pattern of the following sentence.
 Judges sentenced him guilty.

a) SVOC b) SVCA c) SVOA d) SVAA
9. Choose the American English word for ‘Timetable’.

a) Plan b) Schedule c) Agenda d) Planner
10. Form a derivative by adding the right prefix to the word ‘Operate’

a) in - b) re - c) un - d) co -
11. Choose the meaning of the Foreign word in the sentence.
 The Supreme Court has ordered that ‘Statusquo’ should be maintained with regard to 

the I.M.S.
a) Stage of life   b) Position of objects 
c) The situation as it is now d) Reservation quota

12. Substitute the underlined word with the appropriate polite alternative (Euphemism).
 The school for blind is completely damaged by the flood.

a) Mentally challenged  b) Handicapped 
c) Unseeing   d) Visually Impaired
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13. Choose the tri syllabic word.
a) Merchant b) Inform c) Charity d) Life

14. Substitute the Phrasal Verb in the sentence with a single word.
 You must not go against the advice of your parents?

a) Follow b) Disobey c) Obey d) Continue
15. Choose the correct expansion of the acronym AIR.

a) All India Railways b) All India Rivers c) All India Radio d) All Indian 
Religious

16. Choose the unclipped form of ‘pant’.
a) Elephant b) Pantry c) Pantaloon d) Triumphant

17. Choose the right combination for the compound word  ‘Visiting Card’.
a) Noun + Adj b) Verb + Adj c) Noun + Verb d) Gerund + Noun

18. Choose the right combination of the blended word  ‘Travelogue’.
a) Travel + Prologue   b) Travellers + Catalogue
c) Travellers + dialogue   d) Travel + Catalogue

19. Add suitable question tag to the following statement.
 Students should be allowed to use the library every day.

a) Should they b) Isn't it c) Shouldn't they d) Won't they
20. Fill in the blank with suitable preposition.
 I saw a helicopter fly _____ a lake.

a) Over b) into c) along d) from
Part - II  

Section - 1
 Read the following sets of Poetic lines and answer any four sets. 4 × 2 = 8
21. And you’ll be there anon,
 To see your flag bird flap his vans.

 i) Who does ‘You’ refer to?
 ii) Where did he hoist the flag?

22. The growth of a frail flower in a path up
 Has sometimes shattered and split a rock.

 a) What can split a rock?
 b) Pick out the alliterated words.

23. A rugged people and through soft degrees
 Subdue them to the useful and the good.

 a) Who are rugged people?
 b) Mention the figure of speech used in this line.

24. “Mewling and Puking in the nurse’s arms,
 Then the whining school boy with his satchel”

 a) Who pukes in the nurse’s arms ?
 b) What does ‘Satchel” mean?
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  Half Yearly Exam Question Paper 105

25. And everytime the music rose, - before
 Mine inner vision rose a form sublime.

 a) What kind of music is mentioned here?
 b) What rose in the poetess;s inner vision?

26. How can this shameful tale be told,
 a) What is a Tale?
 b) What was the shameful tale?

Section - 2
 Do as directed. (Any three) 3 × 2 = 6
27. Change the following into indirect speech.

 Uma : Why do you look so worried today?
 Kala : My friend met with an accident.

28. He completed the work, he went home. (Change into Complex)
29. Change into other voice. 
 The Project was completed by the Students. 
30. Rewrite the sentence using ‘if ’.
 You waste water. You will suffer.

Part - III 
Section - 1

 Explain any two of the following with reference to the context. 2 × 3 = 6
31.  The water lilies spring like snow enmassed.
32. To follow knowledge like a Sinking star.
 Beyond the utmost bound of Human thought.
33. “Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in  qurrel
 Seeking the bubble reputation.

Section - 2
 Answer any two of the following questions in not more than 30 words each. 2 × 3 = 6
34. Why did the author avoid going to Lucia’s room?
35. Why does Dr. Barnard find suffering of children heart breaking?
36. Define Liberty as perceived by A.G. Gardiner?

Section - 3
 Answer any three of the following questions. 3 × 3 = 9
37. Complete the proverbs. Choose the right word from the list.

 a) _____ is the mother of Invention.
i) Conversation ii) Necessity iii) Retention iv) Scarcity

 b) The pen is mightier than the _____.
i) Dagger ii) Spear iii) Spade iv) Sword

 c) _____ die many times, but the brave die only once.
i) Fools ii) Cowards iii) Greatmen iv) Scholars

38. Write a dialogue between  a Father and his son regarding Higher studies. Write three 
more exchanges.
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39. Describe the process of making Lemon Tea.
40. Study the pie - chart and answer the questions that follow.

Ro
m

an
ce

 30
%

Comedy 20%

Science 20%

Action 25%

Drama 5%

Favourite type of movie.
 a) What are the two types of movies liked by equal percentage of people?
 b) Which types of movie is preferred by most number of people?
 c) Which types is least enjoyed and favoured by people? 

Part - IV
 Answer the following in a paragraph of about 150 words. 7 × 5 = 35
41. a) Summarise George Orwell’s distinctive ideas in “Nice Cup of Tea”.

(OR)
 b) Narrate the humorous incidents that happened in the author’s home before and 

after the arrival of the chair.
42. a) Describe the various stages of man’s life pictured in the poem “All the World’s A 

Stage”.
(OR)

 b) Explain how the poet guides his son who is at the threshold of manhood to face the 
challenges of Life.

43. Answer the following in a pagrgraph of about 150 words  by developing the hints.
 a) Conflict - story - Margot - nine years old girl - moved venus - planet - constant 

rain - sun - briefly - refuses - neglected - by children - five years ago - ohio - sun 
came - locked - inclosert - finally - comes out.

(OR)
 b) Pi - Survives - a shipwreck - life with various animals - in the boat - waterplays - a 

vital role - named after - swimming pool - Pi’s - relationship with water in the life 
boat - finds - drinking water.

44. a)  Write a summary or make  notes of the following passage.
Sparrows are found in many parts of the world and they are of several kinds. The one that 

is best known to us is the house sparrow. But there is also the hedge - sparrow that makes its 
nest in Hedges and Bushes. A noisy bird, the house sparrow has its own song mainly made up 
of a series of Calls and Twitters. It makes its nest in a hole or some niche in the house. This nest 
is no more than an arrangement, not a very tidy one, of paper and straw which may be lined 
with wool and hair. The hedge sparrow is more slender than the house sparrow. It is brown, 
Black and Bluish grey in colour. It too sings, often a warbling song. Like the house sparrow 
it hops on the ground and makes its own untidy nest. Sparrows eat seeds of many different 
kinds. But much more than seeds, they feed on insects. They lay eggs which number three to 
six at one time.

(OR)
 b) Write a paragraph in about 150 words. My ambition in Life. 

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                www.Trb Tnpsc.Com

Kindly Send me Your Key Answer to Our email id - Padasalai.net@gmail.Com

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaAqUqk9Bb672tBn033m
https://www.padasalai.net/


  Half Yearly Exam Question Paper 107

45. a) Write a letter to your Aunt Starting how much you miss her after returning to your 
house and How much you enjoyed there.

(OR)
 b) Respond to the following Advertisement.
  Write XXXX for your name and YYY for your address.

Wanted
Accounts Officer

The applicant should be an experienced graduate either male or female - 
Apply with full Bio- data to Box no - 106, C/o. The Hindu, Chennai - 8.

46. a)  Read the following sentences, spot the errors and correct them.
 a) You will not pass unless you don’t work hard.
 b) Fifty Thousand Rupees are high salary.
 c) She went back to home.
 d) Cauvery is a river.
 e) We have received no informations.

(OR)
 b)  Fill in the blanks appropriately.
 a) In Japan even _____ stores are not _____ for they float on boats.
  (Fill in the blanks with Stationary / Stationery)
 b) You _____ not write on the wall. (Use a modal verb)
 c) Water _____ (boil) at 100ºC temperature. (Use the given verb in suitable form)
 d) The movie is about a leader _____ led the freedom struggle of his nation. (Use a 

relative pronoun)
47. Expand the following outlines into a complete story and supply a suitable title.
 A king - thinks - ill - really not - doctors - plan - advise king - sleep one night - wear the 

shirt - a happy man - messengers - search - no use - atlast - see - a beggar - lying under 
a tree - singing happily - ask his shirt - beggar laughs - no shirt to wear - tell king - what 
they saw - heard - king understands - wealth - cannot make one happy.

(OR)
 Read the following passage and answer in your own words the questions given below.

Some people think that the aim of education is merely to give knowledge. These people 
want students to read books and do nothing else, but add to their knowledge. Others believe 
that knowledge alone is not enough; Only that which enables a man to earn his living can 
be called education. Such people think that bread is more important than anything else. Still 
others believe that Education should aim solely at making Good Citizens and Good Patriots. 
As a matter of fact, education should aim at all these three things together. It should give men 
knowledge, make them selfreliant and able to serve others. Education should not produce 
citizens who, while they love their own freedom take away the freedom of others. It should 
produce men who love their own country but do not want to harm other countries.

Questions :
 i) What do some people think to be the aim of Education?
 ii) What do others think about it? Why?
 iii) What do still others think?
 iv) What is the True aim of Education ?
 v) What kind of citizens should education produce? 
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Public Exam Question Paper 

March - 2024

Language Part - II - English
Time Allowed : 3 Hours] [Maximum Marks : 90

Instructions : (1) Check the question paper for fairness of printing. If there is any lack of 
fairness, inform the Hall Supervisor immediately.

  (2)  Use only Blue or Black ink to write and underline and pencil to draw 
diagrams.

Part - I
 Note : (i) Answer all the questions. 20 × 1 = 20
  (ii) Choose the most appropriate answer from the given four alternatives and write 

both the option code and the corresponding answer for each question.  

 Choose the most appropriate synonyms of the words underlined in the following 
sentences.

1. When our ridicule overstepped the limits, Amma would pretend to chide us.
a) scold b) tease c) thrash d) advise
Ans : a) scold

2. I experience not only agony and fear but also anger.
a) hatred b) hunger c) insecurity d) suffering
Ans : d) suffering

3. The snow on this face was dangerous, but we persisted in our efforts to beat a trail up it.
a) rejoiced b) focussed c) continued d) survived
Ans : c) continued

 Choose the most appropriate antonyms for the underlined words in the following 
sentences.

4. We have a whole kingdom in which we rule alone ...... be wise or ridiculous .... conventional 
or odd.
a) inhuman b) abnormal c) unskillful d) illogical
Ans : b) abnormal

5. I opened it the way I had the first and its contents vanished.
a) overflowed b) developed c) shattered d) appeared
Ans : d) appeared

6. Everything is so difficult now, food is so scarce and dear.
a) nutritious b) expensive c) adequate d) important
Ans : c) adequate

7. Choose the word that can be added after ‘good’ to form a compound word.
a) will b) idea c) news d) deed
Ans : a) will / all options

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                www.Trb Tnpsc.Com

Kindly Send me Your Key Answer to Our email id - Padasalai.net@gmail.Com

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

www.P
ad

as
al

ai
.N

et

https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaAqUqk9Bb672tBn033m
https://www.padasalai.net/


  Public Exam Question Paper 109

8. Choose the right combination of words used to form the blended word ‘staycation’.
a) stray + education   b) stray + allocation
c) stay + location   d) stay + vacation
Ans : d) stay + vacation

9. Choose the right expansion of the acronym ‘RAW’.
a) Results and Analyses Wing b) Research and Analysis Wing 
c) Review Action Wing  d) Resource Application Wing
Ans : b) Research and Analysis Wing

10. Fill in the blank with the appropriate word.
 I do wish that Joel wouldn’t leave _____ of water on the landing!

a) peals b) piles c) pails d) pales
Ans : c) pails

11. Replace the underlined word in the given sentence with its unclipped form.
 The pleasant music at the party is spreading good vibes among the guests.

a) vibrations b) vibratos c) vibriosis d) vibraphones
Ans : a) vibrations

12. Choose the word that has been misspelt.
a) encouragement b) misapparopriate c) precautionary d) unambiguous
Ans : b) misapparopriate

13. Choose the right meaning of the idiom in the given sentence.
 I did not become Lord Weston by twiddling my thumbs and hoping for favours.

a) cheating others b) facing failures c) showing hatred d) being idle
Ans : d) being idle

14. Choose the word that cannot form a derivative with the suffix - ‘ship’.
a) champion b) craftsman c) apprentice d) container
Ans : d) container

15. Choose the monosyllabic word from the given options.
a) trifle b) alarm c) vague d) worthy
Ans : c) vague

16. The police seized a lorry loaded with smuggled goods.
 Replace the British English word with its equivalent in American English
a) caravan b) truck c) tanker d) wagon
Ans : b) truck

17. Fill in the blank with the suitable sentence connective.
 It’s already very late and you can’t leave now. _____, it is raining heavily.

a) Moreover b) Nevertheless c) Consequently d) Meanwhile
Ans : a) Moreover

18. Replace the phrasal verb with the most appropriate single word.
 The soft snow made a route ... which sometimes held my weight but often gave way 

suddenly.
a) crumbled b) expanded c) hardened d) splashed
Ans : a) crumbled
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19. The task force managed to complete the project on time _____ many challenges.
 Choose the suitable prepositional phrase to fill the blank.
a) in favour of b) in lieu of c) in honour of d) in spite of
Ans : d) in spite of

20. Identify the right pattern of the following sentence.
 We must not throw garbage on the streets. 

a) SVOC b) SVIODO c) SVOA d) SVAA
Ans : a) SVOA

Part - II  Section - 1
 Choose any four of the following sets of poetic lines and answer the questions that 

follow. 4 × 2 = 8
21. “A film the mother - eagle’s eye
 When her bruised eaglet breathes.”

a) Explain the comparison made in these lines.
  The feelings of Napoleon at that moment were just like those of the mother eagle. 

The eaglet fought with a stronger enemy and got hurt. The soldier is compared to 
the eaglet.

b) Pick out the words in alliteration.
  Bruised - Breathes - are in alliteration.

22. “.... while on lower boughs
 His puny offspring leap about and play,”  

a) Whose offspring is mentioned here ?
  The baboon’s offspring is mentioned.
b) Where is it playing ?
  It is playing on the lower boughs of the tree.

23. “Life is hard; be steel; be a rock”.
a) How should one face life ?
  According to the poet, one should face life like steel and a hard rock.
b) Identify the figure of speech used here.
  Metaphor

24. “... I mete and dole
 Unequal laws unto a savage race,
 That hoard, and sleep, and feed, and know not me.”

a) Who is the speaker here ?
  Ulysses is the speaker.
b) What does he say about his subjects ?
  He says his subjects are a savage race who hoard, sleep, and feed in an idle manner.

25. “How can this shameful tale be told?
 I will maintain until my death”

a) Which aspect of the tale is considered shameful ?
  The betrayal by one of the warders is shameful. This act resulted in the loss of the 

Castle.
b) Mention the figure of speech used here.
  Interrogation. / Rhetorical Question / alliteration. 
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26. “Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in a quarrel,
 Seeking the bubble reputation
 Even in the cannon’s mouth”.

a) What are the distinguishing features of man in this stage ?
  At this stage, man seeks reputation even by facing death.
b) Explain the phrase ‘bubble reputation’.
  Reputation is short - lived. It bursts like a bubble.

Section - 2
 Do as directed.
 Answer any three questions : 3 × 2 = 6
27. After removing the shoes, the boy jumped into the river.

 (Rewrite as a compound sentence)
 Ans : The boy removed the shoes and at once jumped into the river.

28. My parents do not allow me to eat junk food.
 (Change into passive voice)
 Ans : I am not allowed by my parents to eat junk food.
29. Mickey Mouse is one of the most popular cartoon characters among children.
 (Rewrite using the comparative degree of adjective)
 Ans : Mickey Mouse is more popular than most other cartoon characters among children.
30. Change into reported speech.

 Weston : Did you open the door to the gardener?
 Roger : No, my lord. I spoke through the shutter.

 Ans : Weston asked Roger if he had opened the door to the gardener. Roger addressed 
him his lord and replied in the negative and said that he had spoken through the shutter.

Part - III   Section - 1
 Explain any two of the following with reference to the context. 2 × 3 = 6

31. “His youthful hose, well sav’d, a world too wide
 For his shrunk shank....”
 Reference  :  These lines are from the poem, “All the World’s Stage” an extract from 

“As you like it” by Shakespeare.
 Context  : Shakespeare while describing the seven stages in man’s life, refers to the 

6th stage of an old man.
 Explanation :  Shakespeare wants to convey that in the 6th stage, when man becomes 

old, his legs become thinner and trousers become too loose for him 
now.

32. “What could they offer us for bait?
 Our captain was brave and we were true...”
 Reference  :  These lines are from the poem, “The Castle” by Edwin Muir.
 Context  :  The poet describes the confidence of the soldiers about their safety and 

the strength of the castle.
 Explanation : The soldiers exude confidence that their captain is brave and they 

are invincible. They are loyal and they cannot be enticed to do any 
dishonourable thing.
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33. “How dull it is to pause, to make an end
 To rust unburnished, not to shine in use!”

 Reference  :  These lines are taken from the poem ‘Ulysses’ by Alfred Tennyson.
 Context  :  Ulysses does not like to lead an ‘idle’ life, without any adventure or 

without striving for knowledge.
 Explanation :  He compares ‘idle’ life to iron which rusts if it is left unused. Similarly 

an ‘idle’ life is useless as rusted iron.

Section - 2
Answer any two of the following questions in not more than 30 words each.  
  2 × 3 = 6

34. Why does Orwell prefer a cylindrical teacup to a flat one ?
 In a flat cup, tea is half cold before one starts drinking. So, the author recommends a 

cylindrical type of cup to keep it hot.
35. What were the various jobs undertaken by Nicola and Jacopo ? What made them 

work so hard ?
 The little boys sold strawberries on the outskirts of Verona. They polished shoes in the 

public square. They also sold newspapers till midnight. They conducted tourists round 
the town and went on errands. Their commitment to save money for their sister’s medical 
treatment made them work hard.

36. How was the chair made and how did the villagers react to it ?
 The chair was made of blackwood with a mirror like gleam perfectly shaped legs. Children 

and adults of the village arrived in hordes to see the chair. A few stroked it.

Section - 3
 Answer any three of the following : 3 × 3 = 9
37. Create a catchy slogan for each of the following topics.

 a) Blood Donation
  The gift of blood is the gift of life.
 b) Importance of Education
  Education is like light leading people.
 c) Textile showroom
  Best designs in dress materials for ladies and gentlemen.

38. Write atleast 5 differenct ways of keeping your eyes healthy and maintaining good 
eyesight.
Eat food rich in vitamins.
Wear sunglasses.
Aovid too much T.V. viewing.
Visit your eye doctor regualarly.
Maintain your Blood sugar level.

39. Choose the right word from the list and complete the proverbs given below.
 a) Bare words buy no _____.

i) butter ii) beauty iii) barley
Ans : iii) barley
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 b) The squeaky wheel gets the _____.
i) grease ii) glue iii) gelatin
Ans : i) grease

 c) Keep your friends close, and your _____ closer.
i) relatives ii) enemies iii) neighbours
Ans : ii) enemies

40. Study the following table and write three sentences on your inference about the data.
Indian Premier League, 2023.
Teams qualified for Play - offs

RANK TEAM M W L N/R P NRR

1 Gujarat Titans 14 10 4 0 20 +0.809
2 Chennai Super Kings 14 8 5 1 17 +0.652
3 Lucknow Super Giants 14 8 5 1 17 +0.284
4 Mumbai Indians 14 8 6 0 16 –0.044

M  -  Matches N/R - No Result (game abandoned)
W  - Won P - Points
L  - Lost NRR - Net Run Rate
 i) Gujarat Titans has the highest Net Run rate.
 ii) Mumbai Indians has the lowest Net Run rate.
 iii) Gujarat Titans has the maximum points.

Part - IV  
 Answer the following: 7 × 5 = 35
41. Answer the following in a paragraph of about 150 words.
a) How did a casual incident in a hospital help Dr. Bernard perceive a new dimension of 

life ?

Mental and physical agony :
Dr. Barnard met with an accident in which he and his wife were seriously injured. While 

in the hospital, he experienced mental and physical agony. He was angry with God too.He did 
not find any nobility in the suffering of people. He was in a depressed state.

Changed concept of suffering :
The incident in the hospital had changed his concept of suffering. He noticed two 

physically disabled young boys in a serious condition of health. One was totally blind due 
to a fire accident in his house. The other was a heart patient and with a malignant tumour of 
bone. In addition, his shoulder and arm were amputated. They took over a breakfast trolley for 
fun, moving it away. Their joy, even when they were facing death, moved Dr. Barnard. They 
gave him a profound lesson in getting on with life as business. The business of living is the 
celebration of life. It’s not what you have lost is important. What is important is what you are 
left with. 

(OR)
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b) Give an account of the preparations made by Hillary and Tenzing before they set off 
to the summit.
Getting Ready :
Hillary and Tenzing drank large quantities of lemon juice and sugar and ate biscuits. 

They dragged their oxygen sets into the tent, cleaned the ice off them and tested them. Their 
boots were frozen. So they softened them up over the flame. They had wind - proof clothing 
and three pairs of gloves of silk and wool.

Came to life with Oxygen :
They crawled out of the tent in the morning, mounted the 30kg oxygen gear on their 

back, connected them to the mask. After turning the valves on, life was brought back into their 
lungs. with a few deep breaths, they set out on their journey. Hillary had cold feet and he asked 
Tenzing to move off.
42. Answer the following in a paragraph of about 150 words.
a) Describe the reminiscences of the poet, when she sees the casuarina tree.

The tree and memories :
‘Our Casuarina Tree’ gives an objective description of the tree. The tree is depicted as 

charming and has become a centre of busy life of birds and beasts. It is dear to the poetess 
because of her childhood memories that surround it - memory of a time when happy children 
played under its shade. The thought brings out an intense yearning for the playmates, who are 
now no more.

Immortal memeory :
The tree is a reminder of the her joyous past. The cruel waves of time had swept them 

away. The tree is made immortal in her poem. It connects the immortal tree to the mortal 
siblings and thereby renders them immortal. For the sake of her friends and playmates, the 
tree is a symbol of their memory.

(OR)
b) Explain how the poet guides his son to face the challenges of life, when he was on the 

threshold of manhood?
Stand like steel and rock :
The poet’s son is at the threshold of ‘manhood’. The poet advises his son to face the 

challenges in life standing like steel and a rock. The mental strength can also help him to digest 
the betrayal of people around him. He also says that life is like a fertile soil. Even gentle and 
easy attitude will reap dividends. Like a tender flower which splits a strong rock, gentleness too 
can win over harsh people.

About money :
He gives an important advice regarding wealth and money. He wants his son to desire 

as much as he just needs. Greed for more money brings premature death. Ill gotten wealth 
twists good men to  thwarted worms. One need not be ashamed to be called a fool. Failures 
are stepping stones to success. One should learn from one’s mistakes and should never repeat 
them.

Solitude a bliss :
He also advises him that solitude is a bliss. It motivates creation. One can create new 

things and take final decisions in silence.
The poet asks his son to follow his advice to be successful in life.
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43. Develop the following hints into a paragraph of about 150 words.
a) Aksionov - young merchant of Vladimir - small family - trip to Nizhny Fair - meets 

merchant friend - stays at inn - Aksionov arrested - murder case - shifted to mines of 
Siberia - innocent convict for 26 years - grew old man weak - spent time in prayers - 
life of saint - respected by inmates - meets Makar and saves him - Makar feels guilty 
- confesses his crime - Aksionov forgives criminal - dies peacefully - order for release.

Aksionov
Aksionov was a young merchant of Vladimir with a small family. Once he went to Nizhny 

fair and met his merchant friend. They stayed in an inn together. In the morning when he left 
the inn he was arrested on charges of murdering the merchant. He was shifted to the mines of 
Siberia where he had spent 26 years as an innocent convict. He grew old and weak and spent 
his time in prayers and lived the life of a saint and was respected by the inmates.

When a group of convicts were brought to Siberia, he recognised, Makar who was the 
real murderer. He helped him to escape punishment for digging a trench to escape.

Makar felt guilty and confessed his crime. Aksionov died peacefully before the order for 
his release was pronounced.

(OR)
b) Lord Weston - Judge in England - Roger’s request - holiday - not happy - discovers a 

piece of paper - “Remember Caesar” - plot to kill - victim of fair judgement - warning 
message on Caesar’s assassionation - 15th of March - takes precautionary measures 
- shuts doors and windows - sends away cook and gardener - Weston recollects - 
reminder message - Caesar, a gardener - appointment given - Weston’s absent - 
mindedness.

Absent minded Lord Weston
Lord Weston is a judge in England. He refuses to give leave to his assistant Roger. Suddenly 

he finds a piece of paper in his pocket with the words  'Remember Caesar'. As it happened to 
be the day of assasination of Julius Caesar, he fears that some victims of his judegements are 
planning to assasinate him. He takes precautionary measures to escape from assasination. He 
shuts the door and sends the cook and gardener away.

At that time, a gardener by name Caesar arrives and Lord Weston recollects that he has 
written the name of Caesar to remember the appointment given to the gardener.

All the confusion happens due to the absentmindedness of Weston.
44. a)   Write a summary of the following passage.

 We need to use our energy sources wisely and economically and conserve as much of our 
energy resources as we can. How can we do this?

Firstly, we must reduce our dependence on non - renewable resources. For example, can 
we design or invent vehicles that do not use petrol or diesel as fuel? If we can, then we can 
reduce our consumption of petroleum. Many scientists and engineers are working on this 
idea. Can we use water and wind power, rather than diesel or petrol or coal power to generate 
electriciy?
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Secondly, we must look for and use alternative fuels and sources. Rather than using coal, 
kerosene or cooking gas, can we use animal wastes or plant wastes ? We have learnt to extract 
energy from animal wastes such as cow dung and plant wastes. One successful method is to 
ferment animal waste in closed containers and produce a gas called biogas, which is just as 
good as cooking gas. The waste from the biogas plant can be used as manure in fields and 
plantations. A second example is the use of  windmills, where wind is used to turn a paddle 
wheel to produce electricity or to lift water.

Thirdly, we must make greater and cleverer use of the sun. The sun is a perennial source 
of light and heat for the earth, and it is absolutely free! If we could devise methods for capturing 
the heat and light from the sun and transforming it into electricity mankind could benefit 
greatly.

Rough copy :

Our energy sources should be conserved and used economically.
We must reduce dependance on non renewable fuel petroleum by designing vehicles 

which do not use petroleum. We can think of using water and wind power to generate electricity 
in place of coal.

Alternative fuels as animal waste or plant waste can be used in place of coal, kerosene 
and cooking gas. Biogas plants can be established to make cooking gas and manure. Wind 
mills are useful to produce electircity.

The sun is a perennial source of energy. Efforts can be made to convert light and heat 
from the sun into electricity.

Fair draft :
Energy Resources - Conservation

We need to use our non renewable energy sources economically and conserve them.
Dependence on petroleum as fuel can be reduced by inventing vehicles which do not 

need fossil fuel. Ways can be devised to use water to produce electricity to minimise coal.
Alternative fuels like animal waste or plant waste can be used in place of kerosene and 

cooking gas. Biogas plants are useful to make cooking gas and manure with the waste. Wind 
mills are useful for producing electricity.

The sun is a perennial source of free energy. Efforts can be made to produce electricity 
from sun light and heat.

(OR)
b) Write a paragraph on an interesting news item you have read or heard about, in 

recent times.
Interesting News item

I read a fascinating news item recently in the news paper. It was the brave and responsible 
act by an old poor couple who succeeded in averting a major train accident and saved the lives 
of hundreds of passengers.

The old poor couple lived by the side of the train track in a village. They noticed a huge 
crack in the train track. They knew that an express train was to pass through it after an hour. It 
was dead of night. The old couple took a lantern and ran a distance of more than a kilometer 
in the chill dead night and informed the station master about the crack on the track. Action 
was taken to repair the track before the train had passed.
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The old couple were commended by the Tamil Nadu Government for their responsible 
and self less action performed with great difficulty which saved the lives of many people.

The Chief Minister rightly honoured the old couple. Age, education, poverty do not 
stand as a hurdle in acting with humaness.
45. a)  Write a letter of application to the Manager of a glass manufacturing company 

for the post of clerk. Enclose a detailed Bio- data with the covering letter.
From Date : 15.03.2024
  xxxx
  yyyy
To
  The Manager,
  Gobin Glass Company,
  Sriperumbudur.
Sir,
   Sub : Application for the post of clerk - 
   Ref : Your Ad in the Hindu dated 13.03.2024.
I wish to apply for the post of clerk in your esteemed company. I am a graduate in 

chemistry with experience in a chemical lab. I am confident that I will be able to discharge my 
duties to the entire satisfaction of my superiors if I am given an opportunity.

I am 24 years old.  I am enclose my Bio - data for your perusal and favourable action.
 Thanking you.

Yours faithfully,
xxxxx

Enclosed - Bio - Data
Address on the envelope
To
The Manager (HRD)
Gobin Glass Company,
Sriperumbudur.

Bio - Data
Name : xxxxx
Father's Name : Suresh Varma
Date of Birth : 1999,  March 15
Age : 24 years
Educational Qualification: B.Sc (Chemistry) 
  Madras University
Technical Qualification : 'Tally' in computers
Experience : Two years as a clerk in 'Supreme Glass Wares'
  Chennai.
Address : 15, Main Road,
  Poonamallee
  Chennai.
Contact No : 98xxx 26xx1
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Declaration
I declare that all the above information is true to the best of my knowledge.

Place : Poonamallee xxx
Date : 15.03.2024 Signature

(OR)
b) Write a letter to your friend describing your plans for the upcoming summer 

holidays.
From Date : 15.03.2024
  xxxxxx
  yyyyyyy
To
  Srikanth,
  Bengaluru.
Dear Srikath,
I am fine and hope the same from you. My examinations are over and I did well. My 

summer vacation is from 1st March 24. I am interested in doing C.A. after my graduation. So I 
have planned to join a course in Chennai to prepare for the entrance examination. The classes 
will be held in the evenings for 3 hours a day. I propose to join them and prepare for the exam.

In the mornings I will be free and wish to join computer classes two days in a week. This 
programme will not disturb my routine to enjoy my holidays with my family.

If you have any other idea, you too can write to me.
Yours lovingly,

xxxxx
Address on the envelope
  Srikanth . B
  25B, Gandhi Road,
  Bengaluru.

46. a)  Fill in the blanks appropriately.
 i) The ______ stored the unsold grain bags in the _____. (cellar / seller)
  The seller stored the unsold grain bags in the cellar. 
 ii) The children are very happy with the new car. (Add a suitable question tag).
  aren’t they ?
iii) Malathi is _____ a great singer _____ a talented violinist.
  (Fill in the blanks with a correlative conjunction)
  Malathi is not only a great singer but also a talented violinist. 
 iv) If I _____ (see) your message, I would have come to the airport to receive you.
  (Use the correct form of the verb)
  If I had seen your message, I would have come to the airport to receive you. 

(OR)
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b) Read the following sentences, spot the errors and write them correctly.
 i) My mother asked me when would I return from school.
  My mother asked me when I would return from school.
 ii) There weren’t much women tourists in the group.
  There weren’t many women tourists in the group.
iii) One of my sister lives in Canada.
  One of my sisters lives in Canada.
 iv) The Captain as well as his soldiers were ready to face the enemy assault.
  The Captain as well as his soldiers was ready to face the enemy assault.
 v) I borrowed these books at the library.
  I borrowed these books from the library. 

47. a)   Imagine that you are vacating your house and relocating to another city. You 
are contacting an employee of a Packers and Movers Company to shift your 
household things. Build a telephone conversation with that employee in not less 
than seven exchanges.

Telephone conversation
Me : Hello, Is it Packers and Movers company?
x : Yes, Sir, I am the Superintendent. How can I help you?
Me : I am living in Pallavaram. I have been transferred to Hyderabad. I wish to shift my 

house hold things to Hyderabad.
x : Sure sir, we will be able to help you.
Me : How much do you charge for shifting?
x : It depends on the number of items to be shifted.
Me : I have a double cot, Refrigerator, a TV, dining table, besides dress and other things.
x : We may require a medium size vehicle. We will visit your house and decide.
Me : Does you service charges include, packing, transport and deloading?
x : Yes sir, it is inclusive of all things.
Me : How long will you take to shift the things?
x : The things can be shifted in two days.
Me : Please pay a visit to my house and finalise the charges.
x : Yes sir, we'll visit your house today after 6 p.m.
Me : Thank you. Here is my address.

(OR)
b) Read the following passage and answer the questions given below.
Dr. Carver was an American Black Slave, who by dint of his ability became a scientist and 

educator of world - wide fame. A national monument has now been erected to honour him. This 
monument has been built at his birth - place in the United States of America. Carver's life and 
achievements prove the American saying : "You can't keep a great man down." From childhood 
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he showed qualities which gave promise of his genius. He would get up before sunrise to study 
the wonders of nature before the break of dawn. His guardians wanted to educate him but were 
too poor to do so. So, he left home when he was hardly ten years old, and began to work at 
small jobs. Thus he earned a little money for his school expenses. He continued to do so even 
when he was at college. Thus he passed his M.Sc. examination and became a professor. There 
he wrote several books on scientific subjects. His chief desire was to do the greatest good to 
the greatest number of people. He left all his life's savings to found scholarships for research in 
Agricultural Chemistry. He knew that this research was bound to benefit farmers all over the 
world. Though world - famous, he never felt proud of his discoveries. "I discovered nothing," 
he once said, "I am God's agent - the instrument through which He works."

Questions :

i) How does Dr. Carver’s life prove that “you can’t keep a great man down” ?
  Carver’s life and achievements by dint of his ability prove that you can’t keep a great 

man down. He was a slave but he became a scientist by his ability.
ii) What can you say about the early life of Dr. Carver ?
  Carver would get up before sunrise to study the wonders of nature. He bagan to 

work hard at small jobs to pay for his school fees and college education.
iii) What did Dr. Carver do with his life’s savings  ?
  Carver left all his savings to found scholarships for research in Agricultural 

Chemistry.
iv) How was he honoured for his commendable achievement ?
  A national monument has been built in his birth place in the U.S.A. to honour him.
v) Is there anything to prove that Dr. Carver was a humble person ?
  Though world - famous, he never felt proud of his discoveries. He felt that he was 

God’s agent and said he discovered nothing.

Û Û Û Û Û
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