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In1977,shockedatth eenvironmental devastation caused by deforestation in her beloved Kenya,Wangari Mathai
founded the Green Belt Movement. For thirty years, the movement has enabled many women to plant trees in their regions
providing them with food, fuel and halting soil erosion and desertification. She used the movement to enlighten the people on the
fruits of representative democracy. This led Kenya to Kenya'’s first fully democratic elections in a generation. In the election,
Mathai was elected to the Parliament and made a Minister of environment. She was conferred a Nobel Prize in 2004 because of
her outstanding success in guiding Kenyan women to plant more than thirty million trees. She has transformend the lives of tens
of thousands of women through sustainable social forestry schemes.
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