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In terms of human development objectives, education is an end in itself, not just a means to an end. Education is a
basic human right. It is also the key which opens many economic, social and political doors for people. It increases

access to income and employment opportunities. While economists generally analyse the importance of education
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largely as a means for better opportunities in life-and that is the main theme of this chapter-let it be clearly stated that

educating people is a worthy goal in itself, irrespective of the economic rates of return.
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