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ABSTRACT

Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department — Tamil Nadu Corporation for
Development of Women - Issue of Aadhar authenticated ID Cards to Self Help
Group(SHG) Members and for free luggage fare in all Town/Mofussil buses - Orders
— Issued.

Rural Development and Panchayat Raj {CGS-3(1)) Department

G.0.(Ms) No.31 Dated: 08.03.2025
' &GS ausLib, wrf 24

Smoudronat <@, 2056
Read:

Note received from the Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation
for Development of Women Limited, dated: 20.02.2025.

ke ek k

ORDER:

Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women is an aegis organization
anchoring various poverty alleviation and livelihood missions working for the
improvement of poor, marginalized and vulnerable in both rural and urban areas.
Tarmil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women plays a vital role in strengthening
the capacity of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and federating them at Panchayat, Block
and District level. The focus is on strengthening individual and group enterprises,
aggregation of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) products, value addition, standardisation,
and branding for realization of better commercial value by providing online and offline
platforms for Self-Help Groups (SHGs) products to reach local as well as distant
markets through skill development and capacity building.

2. So far, Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women has formed
3,29,03¢9 Self-Help Groups (SHGs) with a total membership of 37,76,575 women in
Rural areas and 1,57,862 SHGs with 18,51,026 Self Help Groups (SHGs) members
in urban areas. in addition, there are about 30 lakh Non-Mathi Group members aiso.

3. In the reference read above, the Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation
for Development of Women Limited has stated that in order to promote the spirit of
entrepreneurship, the Self-Help Groups (SHGs) members are encouraged to market
their own products in various markets in and around their area of production. This is
also to enable them to build up their self confidence. In this venture, the Self-Help
Group members at times face problems in commuting with their produce both within

(P.T.Q)
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the district and also while coming out side the Districts for various exhibitions. In this
connection, the Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of
Women Limited has suggested that free transport assistance through the Transport
Department may aid in supporting women entrepreneurs for transporting their
products which will enable them to earn better livelihood.

4.The Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women
Limited has, based on discussions with the officials of Transport Department stated
as below:-

Existing Luggage Revenue of State Transport Undertakings (STUs).

In terms revenue generation, State Transport Undertakings (STUs)
collectively generate an average of Rs.39 crore per day.

Currently, in both Town and Mofussil buses, luggage fares are calculated
based on the quantity, weight of luggage, and travel distance. Passengers are
issued tickets with charges ranging from a minimum of one-fourth up to a maximum
of twice the passenger fare, depending on the luggage weight.

Luggage Fee for Self-Help Group (SHG) Proposed

1. For Town Buses of Rs.16/- shall be fixed as "Luggage fee" for SHG
Women passengers in all Town Buses up to 25 kg of luggage along with
them which be carried without any disturbance to other co-passengers.

2. For Mofussil Buses, Rs.45/- shall be fixed as "Luggage fee" from mofussil
passengers and they shall be permitted to travel up to 100 KM in all
mofussil buses with a luggage weight up to 25 KG in mofussil buses
without disturbance to other co-passengers.

The Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women Limited
has stated that if the Self-Help Groups (SHGs) are allowed to travel with zero luggage
fare with an authorised Identity Card in both Mofussil buses and Town buses, more
Women from SHGs are likely to shift from their present mode of travel to State
Transport Undertakings (STUs) buses to carry their Luggage.

The potential luggage fee for SHGs, on aliowing free luggage will work out to
Rs.2 lakh per day and Rs.60 lakh per Month (50% of the existing luggage revenue).
This works out to approximately Rs.7.20 Crore (80 lakh x 12 months). The State
Transport Undertakings (STUs) may be permitted to claim the above said
amount from the Government as a reimbursement.

5. The Government, after careful examination, have decided to accept the
proposal of the Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of
Women Limited and accord permission to Self-Help Group Members to travel with
a luggage up to 25 kg free in Town Buses and in Mofussil Buses to travel up to
100 Km with authenticated Aadhar ID Cards. The State Transport Undertakings shal
be permitted to claim the above Rs.7,20,00,000 (60 Lakh per month x12 months)
(Rupees seven core and twenty lakhs only} from the Government as a
reimbursement.(per annum)
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6. The amount sanctioned in para 5 above shall be debited under the
following Head of Account:-

Head of Account

2235 Social security and welfare 02 Social Welfare -190 Assistance fo
Public Sector and other undertakings - State's Expenditure — AE
Reimbursement of expenses to State Transport Undertakings for
providing Zero fare luggage fee facility for Self Help Group members
to carry goods in buses - 311 Subsidies - 02 General Subsidy”

(IFHRMS DPC: 2235-02-190-AE 311 02)

7. Necessary additional funds of Rs.48,00,000/- will be provided in FMA
2024-2025. However, this expenditure shall be brought to the notice of the
Legislature by way of Specific Inclusion in the Supplementary Estimates 2024-2025.
Pending provision of such funds, the Under Secretary to Government, Transport
Department is authorized to draw and disburse the amount sanctioned in
para 5 above. He is also directed to include this item of expenditure while sending
the budget proposal for FMA 2024-2025 and also send necessary draft explanatory
note for inclusion of this expenditure in the Supplementary Estimates 2024-2025 to
the Finance (Infra-l) Department at an appropriate time without fail.

8. The Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of
Women is directed to send the Utilization Certificate to the Accountant General and
a copy of the same to Government.

8. The Principal Secretary to Government, Transport Department is the
Estimating, Reconciling and Controlling authority for the above new Head of
account. Further, the Pay and Accounts Officers/Treasury Officer concerned are
directed to open the above new head of account in their books of accounts.

10. This order issues with the concurrence of Finance Department vide
its U.O. No.139/Finance (infra-1V)/2024, dated: 08.03.2025 and ASL No0.2377 (Two
thousand three hundred and seventy seven) (IFHRMS ASL No.2025032377)

{(BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR)

GAGANDEEP SINGH BEDI
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

To
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Transport Department, Chennai-600 009.
The Managing Director/ Chief Executive Officer,
Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women Limited/
Tamil Nadu State Rural Livelihood Mission, Chennai-34.
The Chief Executive Officer,
Tamil Nadu Rural Transformation Project (TNRTP)
@Vazhndhu Kattuvom Project, Chennai ~ 600 032.
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The Commissioner of Rural Development and Panchayat Raj,Chennai - 600 015.
The Executive Director,
Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women Limited, Chennai - 600 034.
All District Collectors

(through the Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation for

Development of Women Limited).
All Project Officers,

(through the Managing Director, Tamil Nadu Corporation for

Development of Women Limited).

Copy to
The Hon'ble Chief Minister's Office, Chennai — 600 009.

The Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister’s Office, Chennai — 600 009.
The Senior Private Secretary to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Chennai ~ 600 009.
The Senior Private Secretary to Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Transport Department, Chennai-600 009,
The Senior Private Secretary to Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Department, Chennai-600 009.
The Senior Private Secretary to the Finance Department,
Chennai-600C 009.
The Senior Private Secretary to Principal Secretary to Government,
Health and Family Welfare Department, Chennai- 600 009.
The Senior Private Secretary to Principal Secretary to
Co-operation, Food and Consumer Protection Department, Chennai- 600 009.
The Senior Private Secretary to Animal Husbandry, Dairying,
Fisheries & Fishermen Welfare Department, Chennai- 600 009,
The Senior Private Secretary to Secretary to Government,
Handlooms, Handicrafts, Textiles and Khadi Department, Chennai- 600 009..
The Senior Private Secretary to Principal Secretary to Government,
Information Technology and Digital Services Department, Chennai- 600 009.

Spare copy / Stock file.
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