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11th Std – English - Contents 

Q. NO TOPICS MARKS PAGE 

 

PROSE 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The Portrait Of A Lady 

The Queen Of Boxing 

Forgetting 

Tight Corners 

Convocation Address 

The  Accidental Tourist 

 2 

19 

33 

49 

66 

82 

 

POEM 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Once upon a time 

Confessions of a born spectator 

Lines Written In Early Spring 

Macavity- The Mystery Cat 

Everest Is Not The Only Peak 

The Hollow Crown 

 98 

108 

117 

125 

135 

142 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

After twenty years 

A shot in the dark 

The first patient 

With the photographer 

The singing lesson 

Never-never nest 

 153 

160 

169 

181 

188 

198 
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PART - I  

(VOCABULARY - 20 MARKS) 

1-3 

4-6 

Synonyms 

Antonyms 

3 

3 

206 

210 
7-

20
 

Compound Words 

Prefixes and Suffixes 

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

Clipped Words 

Definition of Words 

Phrasal Verbs 

Common Idioms 

Confusables 

Foreign Words and Phrases 

Phrases with Polite Alternatives 

Modal Verbs and Semi-Modals 

Prepositions 

Question Tags 

Syllabification (Finding Number of Syllables) 

American English and British English 

Singular and Plural 

Sentence Patterns 

 
 

14 

214 

219 

223 

231 

233 

235 

241 

246 

250 

252 

254 

258 

262 

265 

268 

273 

278 
 

PART - II  

(21-30)-POETRY & GRAMMAR(TRANSFORMATION)-(7x2=14 MARKS) 
 

 

21-26 
Poem Comprehension &  

Literary Appreciation (Any 4 out of 6)

 

8 

 

281 

 

27
-3

0 (Any 3 out of 4) 

Direct and Indirect Speech 

Active – Passive voice 

Simple, Compound and Complex Sentences 

Conditional Clauses  

 
 

6 

 

282 

290 

295 

302 

PART - III  
(31-40)–POETRY– PROSE – GRAMMAR & OTHERS - (7x3=21 MARKS) 

31-33 Poetry - ERC                          (Any 2 out of 3) 6 306 

34-36 Prose – Short Answers           (Any 2 out of 3) 6 306 
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 (Any 3 out of 4)   

37
-4

0 
Dialogue – (Writing / Fill in the Blanks) 
Verbal and Non-Verbal Charts 
Describing a Process 

 

 

307 
315 
321 

Completion of Proverbs / Match with Meanings 
Semantic Fields 

323 
326 

Notice Writing 
Expansion of Headlines 
E-mail Writing  

329 
332 
336 

Spot the Errors 
Homophones 
Link Words 
Concord 
Framing Questions 
Word with Different Grammatical Functions 
Tenses 
Determiners 
Prepositions  

338 
346 
346 
351 
351 
351 
354 
359 
364 

Rearrange the Shuffled Words and Phrases 364 
PART - IV  

(41-47)–PROSE-POETRY–SUP.RDR & OTHERS - (7x5=35 MARKS) 

 

Prose Paragraph 5 366 
Poetry Paragraph 5 366 
Supplementary Paragraph 5 366 
Note-Making 
Summarizing 
Biographical Sketch  
Writing a Report 

5 

367 
373 
379 
381 

Prose Comprehension 
Poetry Comprehension 

5 
384 
391 

Letter Writing 
Job Application 
General Paragraph 
Expansion of  Proverbs 
Report Writing 

5 

396 
402 
408 
414 
417 

Construction of Dialogues 
Developing Hints into a Story 

5 
420 
424 

 

Fwpg;G:  
 kjpg;ngz;fSf;F (Marks) kl;LNk tpdhj;jhs; jpl;l tiuT (Blue Print) Kiw gpd;gw;wg;gLfpwJ. tpdh 

vz;fSf;F (Question Numbers) tpdhj;jhs; jpl;l tiuT (Blue Print) Kiw fpilahJ. vdNt me;je;j 

gpupTfspy; (Part) Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;s tpdhf;fspy; jiyg;Gfs; me;je;jg; gpupTfspy; ve;j tpdh vz;fspy; (Question 
Number)Ntz;LkhdhYk; Nfl;fg;glyhk;. Question Numbers – epiyahdJ my;y. 
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Prose-1

THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY
(yV!oh{<{qe<!dVuh<hml<*!

Khushwant Singh
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PROSE TRANSLATION 
Here is the story that brings out the bond between the author and his loving grandmother. 

-f<kg<! gjk! wPk<kitVg<Gl<?! nuVjmb! ne<hie! him<cg<Gl<! -jmbqzie! ne<hie! dxju!
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PROSE klqpig<gl<
PAGE-1: 

          My grandmother, like everybody’s 
grandmother, was an old woman. She had been 
old and wrinkled for the twenty years that I had 
known her. People said that she had once been 
young and pretty and  had  even  had  a  husband,  
but  that was hard to believe. My grandfather’s 
portrait hung above the mantelpiece in the 
drawing room. He wore a big turban and loose 
fitting clothes. His long, white beard covered the 
best part of his chest and he looked at least a 
hundred years old. He did not look the sort of 
person who would have a wife or children. He 
looked as if he could only have lots and lots of 
grandchildren.  As  for  my  grandmother being 
young and pretty, the thought was almost 
revolting. She often told us of the games she used 
to play as a child. That seemed quite absurd and
undignified on her part and we treated it like the 
fables of the Prophets she used to tell us. 
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PAGE-2:
         She  had  always  been  short   and fat and 
slightly bent. Her face was a criss-cross of 
wrinkles running from everywhere to everywhere. 
No, we were certain she had always been as we 
had known her. Old, so terribly old that she could 
not have grown older, and had stayed at the same 
age for twenty years. She could never have been 
pretty;  but she was always beautiful. She 
hobbled about the house in spotless white with 
one hand resting on her waist to balance her stoop 
and the other telling the beads of her rosary. Her 
silver locks were scattered untidily over her pale, 
puckered face, and her  lips  constantly  moved  
in  inaudible prayer. Yes, she was beautiful. She 
was like the winter landscape in the mountains, 
an expanse of pure white serenity breathing 
peace and contentment.
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          My grandmother and I were good friends. 
My parents left me with her when they went to 
live in the city and we were constantly together. 
She used to wake me up in the morning and get 
me ready for school. She said her morning prayer 
in a monotonous sing-song while she bathed and 
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dressed me in the hope that I would listen and get 
to know it by heart; I listened because I loved her 
voice but never bothered to learn it. Then she 
would fetch my wooden slate which she had 
already washed and plastered with yellow chalk, a 
tiny earthen ink-pot and a red pen, tie them all in 
a bundle and hand it to me. After a breakfast of a 
thick, stale chapatti with a little butter and sugar 
spread on it, we went to school. She carried 
several stale chapattis with her for the village dogs.
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            My grandmother always went to school 

with me because the school was attached to the 

temple. The priest taught us the alphabet and the 

morning prayer. While the children sat in rows on 

either side of the verandah singing the alphabet or 

the prayer in a chorus, my grandmother sat inside 

reading the scriptures. When we had both 

finished, we would walk back together. This time 

the village dogs would meet us at the temple 

door. They followed us to our home growling and 

fighting with each other for the chapatti we threw 

to them. 
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          When my parents were comfortably settled 
in the city, they sent for us. That was a turning-
point in our friendship. Although we shared the 
same room, my grandmother no longer came to 
school with me. I used to go to an English school 
in a motor bus. There were no dogs in the streets 
and she took to feeding sparrows in the courtyard 
of our city house. 
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PAGE-3: 
         As the years rolled by, we saw less of each 
other. For some time she continued to wake me 
up and get me ready for school. When I came 
back she would ask me what the teacher had 
taught me. I would tell her English words and 
little things of western science and learning, the 
law of gravity, Archimedes’ Principle, the world 
being round etc. This made her unhappy.  She 
could not help me with my lessons. She did not 
believe in the things they taught at the English 
school and was distressed that there was no 
teaching about God and the scriptures. One day, I 
announced that we were being given music 
lessons. She said nothing but her silence meant 
disapproval. She rarely talked to me after that. 
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           When I went up to University, I was given 
a room of my own. The common link of 
friendship was snapped. My grandmother 
accepted her seclusion with resignation. She 
rarely left her spinning- wheel to talk to anyone. 
From sunrise to sunset she sat by her wheel 
spinning and reciting prayers. Only in the 
afternoon she relaxed for a while to feed the 
sparrows. While she sat in the verandah  breaking 
the bread into little bits, hundreds of little birds  
collected  round  her  creating a  veritable  
bedlam  of  chirruping.  Some came and perched 
on her legs, others on her shoulders. Some even 
sat on her head. She smiled but never shooed 
them away. It used to be the happiest half-hour of 
the day for her. 
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           When I decided to go abroad for further 
studies, I was sure my grandmother would be 
upset. I would be away for five years, and at her 
age one could never tell. But my grandmother 
could. She was not even sentimental. She came to 
leave me at the railway station but did not talk or 
show any emotion. Her lips moved in  prayer, her 
mind was lost in prayer. Her fingers were busy 
telling the beads of her rosary. Silently she kissed 
my forehead, and when I left I cherished the 
moist imprint as perhaps the last sign of physical 
contact between us. 
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         But that was not so. After five years I came 
back home and was met by her at the station. She 
did not look a day older. She still had no time for 
words, and while she clasped me in her arms I 
could hear her reciting her prayers. Even on the 
first day of my arrival, her happiest moments 
were with her sparrows whom she fed longer and 
with frivolous rebukes.
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          In the evening a change came over her. She 
did not  pray. She collected  the women of the 
neighbourhood, got an old drum and started to 
sing. For several hours she thumped the sagging 
skins of the dilapidated drum and sang of the 
home- coming of warriors. We had to persuade 
her to stop to avoid overstraining. That was the 
first time since I had known her that she did not 
pray. 

          ,  .

. ,

,  
. , ,   

,
 . ,

 , 

.  , 

.  

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

Padasalai



11thENGLISH                                  PROSE     DOLPHIN     

dolphin.pub2005@gmail.com   www.kalvidolphin.in  6

          The next morning she was taken ill. It  was  
a  mild fever  and  the  doctor  told us that it 
would go. But my grandmother thought 
differently. She told us that her end was  near.  
She  said  that,  since  only a few hours before the 
close of the last chapter of her life she had 
omitted to pray, she was not going to waste any 
more time talking to us. 

           , .

. ,   

. , ,

. , ,

,

,  

. 

PAGE-4:
          We protested. But she ignored our protests. 
She lay peacefully in bed praying and telling her 
beads. Even before we could suspect, her lips 
stopped moving and the rosary fell from her 
lifeless fingers. A peaceful pallor spread on her 
face and we knew that she was dead. 

          . ,

 ,

,

.

, .

 , .   ,

.  

.

          We lifted her off the bed and, as is 
customary, laid her on the ground and covered 
her with a red shroud. After  a few hours of 
mourning we left her alone to make arrangements 
for her funeral. In the evening we went to her 
room with a crude stretcher to take her to be 
cremated. The sun was setting and had lit her 
room and verandah with a blaze of golden light. 
We stopped half-way in the courtyard. All over 
the verandah and in her room right up to where 
she lay dead and stiff wrapped in the red shroud, 
thousands of sparrows sat scattered on the floor. 
There was no chirruping. We felt sorry for the 
birds and my mother fetched some bread for 
them. She broke it into little crumbs, the way my 
grandmother used to, and threw it to them. The 
sparrows took no notice of the bread. When we 
carried my grandmother’s corpse off, they flew 
away quietly. Next morning the sweeper swept 
the bread crumbs into the dustbin. 

          ,  ,

 , ,
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,  
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 ,   
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Nuclear Family Joint Family Wrinkled Face Grandpa’s Portrait 
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Mantelpiece Preparing chappatti Street Dogs Waiting Feeding the sparrows 

 

WORD SYNONYM klqp<!nv<k<kl<!

absurd inconsistent  / illogical okimv<hx<x!

bedlam noisy confusion %s<sz<!Gph<hl< 

bond link hf<kl< 

cherish value ; esteem / admire / care lkqk<kz< 

dilapidated damaged hPkjmf<k 

distressed suffered Ke<hh<hm<m 

earthen made  of  soil l{<{iz<!Ne 

expanse widespread uqvqujmf<k 

fables tales/stories sqXgjk 

growling  barking , roaring  dXLkz< 

hobbled walked unsteadily kt<tic!fmk<kz< 

ignored paid  no  attention   Hxg<g{qk<kz< 

lifeless without  life  dbqvx<x 

monotonous unchanging/boring lix<xlqz<zik 

oversagging to sink, droop from pressure  &p<Gkz< 

pallor unhealthy pale appearance outqxqb 

perched sat/rested Yb<U 

pretty beautiful npgie 

puckered (SCERT-1) to contract the face into wrinkles SVg<gl<!(Model Paper - 1)
rebukes scoldings g{<ck<kz< 

recite narrate uquvqk<kz< 

revolting horrible ;  sickening nkqv<s<sqB,m<Mgqe<x 

scriptures  holy  book Heqk!F~z< 

seclusion (SCERT-2) isolation keqjl!(Model Paper - 2) 
sentimental  over-romantic d{v<s<squbh<hMgqx 

shroud cloth used to wrap a dead person sus<sQjz!)Ogic* 

snapped broke/cut K{<cg<gh<hm<m 

stale old, decayed lg<gqh<Ohie 

undignified shameful oum<Gl<hcbie 

wrinkled shrank / crumpled SVr<gqh<Ohie 

SYNONYMS
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WORD ANTONYM klqp<!nv<k<kl<!

absurd X logical okimv<Hjmb!

bedlam X calm njlkqbie 

bond X release Skf<kqvl<

cherish X neglect Hxg<g{qk<kz< 

dilapidated X smart / intact lqMg<gie 

distressed X comfort NXkzie 

earthen X other worldly HxUzg 

expanse X shrink SVr<gqb 

fables X truth d{<jl 

growling X  tolerating  sgqk<Kg<ogit<tz< 

hobbled X walked steadily fqkielig!fmk<kz< 

ignore X  appreciate   dx<sig&m<Mgqe<x 

lifeless X lively  dbq'm<mlie 

monotonous X amusing nxqUh<H,v<ulie 

oversagging X rise dbOv!wPl<Hkz< 
pallor X healthy NOvig<gqblie 
perched X strained/ moved Yb<uqe<xq 
pretty X ugly nsqr<glie 
puckered X smooth outqh<hjmbie 
rebukes X praising hivim<Mkz< 
recite X withhold fqXk<Kkz< 
revolting x passive / tolerating nmr<gqh<Ohigqx 
scriptures X  trade edition uv<k<kglblie 
seclusion (SCERT-3) X companionship Kj{Bme<!(Model Paper - 3) 
sentimental X  cynical Gjxgi[gqe<x 
snapped X joint -j{g<gh<hm<m 
stale X amazing kqjgh<H,m<Mgqe<x 
undignified X dignified lkqg<gk<kg<g 
wrinkled X smooth ole<jlbie 
veritable X unreal, fake d{<jlbqz<zik!

1. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences based on your understanding of the 
story.

a) Describe the grandfather as seen in the portrait. (QTY-18), (HY-18) 
 The grandfather had a long white beard. He wore a big turban and loose fitting clothes. He 
looked atleast 100 years old, as if he could have lots of grand children. 

b) Why was the author left with his grandmother in the village? 
The author was left with his grandmother in a village as his parents went to live in the city.

SHORT ANSWERS

ANTONYMS

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

Padasalai



11thENGLISH                                  PROSE     DOLPHIN     

dolphin.pub2005@gmail.com   www.kalvidolphin.in  9

c) Where did the author study in his childhood? 
In his childhood, the author studied in a school attached to the temple. 

d) Why did the grandmother accompany the author to school? (SCERT-1) (Model Paper - 1)
 The grandmother accompanied the author to school because the school was attached to the 
temple.

e) What made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours? 
  The dogs followed the grandmother after school hours for the chapattis she threw to them.
f) Why didn't the grandmother feel sentimental when the author went abroad for higher 

education?
The grandmother accepted the fact and she was serious about the author's education.

g) What was the happiest time of the day for grandmother? 
The happiest time of the day for grandmother was the feeding time of the sparrows in the 

afternoon for half an hour.

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. 
a. Describe the author's grandmother. (HY-18) 
 (i) The grandmother was a deeply religious woman.  (ii) She was affectionate and caring.
 (iii) She had perfect control over her emotions.  (iv) She used to feed animals and birds.

b. What was the daily routine of the grandmother at home? (HY-18) 
 (i) Prepare the author for school.  (ii) Accompany him to school.
 (iii) Feeding the sparrows in the afternoon. v) Murmuring the prayger song. 
 (iv) Feeding the dogs with chapatti after school hours. 

c. How is school education in the village different from that in the city? 

Village School City School 
Alphabet and Multiplication tables were taught. English, Science and Music were taught. 
Teaching about God, Scriptures and Moral 
values.

No teaching about God , Scriptures and 
Moral values. 

d. The grandmother appreciated the value of education. Give instances in support of your 
answer. 

 (i) The grandmother was not formally educated.
 (ii) But she was serious about the author’s education.
 (iii She could not agree herself to the western way of Education that there was no teaching about 

God and scriptures.
 (iv) But she didn't show her disapproval and accepted the fact.

e. The grandmother was strong-minded. Justify. 
 (i) The grandmother was a picture of contentment.
 (ii) She was highly religious and conservative.
 (iii) She had strong personal likes and dislikes.
 (iv) She did not show her emotions when the author decided to go abroad for higher studies.
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f. How did the grandmother spend the last few hours of her life?
 (i) Grandmother herself declared that her end was near. 
 (ii) She continued praying without wasting any more time.
 (iii) She peacefully prayed with the rosary.
 (iv) Her lips stopped moving and rosary fell down from her fingers.  
 (v) She died peacefully.

3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100-150 words each.  
a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author’s formative years. Give your own example 

of how elders have a positive influence on the younger generation. Include examples from the 
story also. (QTY-18) 

b) Attempt a character sketch of Khushwant Singh’s grandmother. (SCERT-3) (Model Paper - 3)

Synopsis
Introduction 
Grandma - The Queen of her domain 
City snatches the bonding 
Isolation - A silent killer 
Conclusion 

INTRODUCTION: 
 Khushwant Singh, a brilliant Indian author, is widely known for his sarcastic stories that condemn the 
traditional practices of the Indian society. But in 'The portrait of a Lady' we can feel the awe and admiration he 
had for his aged grandma. The emotional outpour reveals the author's genuine feeling for his grandma. The 
author compares the life in rural and urban India to make his readers to understand the value of relationships. 
The dear departed grandma leaves a void in her grandson's life. 
GRANDMA - THE QUEEN OF HER DOMAIN: 
 The author's grandma had a divine beauty in her silver locks, wrinkled face and spotless white attire. Her  
aged appearance that the author cannot believe that she would have been young and pretty once. 

An expanse of pure white serenity breathing peace and contentment. 
 This is how he described his beloved granny. The old lady took charge of the author when his parents went 
to live in the city. Grandma ensured that the boy cultivated good habits. She took care of his education. She was 
with him at school which was attached to the temple. She fed street dogs with chapattis on their way back to 
home. Grandma was the queen of her village house. 

Nothing can equate a granny's love for her grandchild. 
CITY SNATCHES THE BONDING: 
 The turning point of the relationship occurred when the family settled in city. Grandma was forced out of 
her grandchild's world. She confined herself to the spinning wheel, her prayers and feeding the sparrows with 
bread crumbs. The link of friendship got snapped completely when the author was given a separate room. When 
he decided to go abroad, the old lady was unusually silent and there was no display of emotions. 
ISOLATION - A SILENT KILLER: 
 Grandma had been an active personality in her village. She was engrossed in the upbringing of the author. 
But later when they moved to the city, life became monotonous. The boy didn't need her support any more. She 
lost her authority amidst the chaotic city life. Education in English, no teaching about God and scriptures and 
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music lessons for the boy distressed the old lady. Slowly she got isolated from the family. She was a silent 
spectator of the events that unfolded before her. The only companion in her isolated world were the sparrows. 
The happiest moments of her were the feeding time of her sparrows. Even after five years of separation, the old 
lady gave a cold hug to the author and remained silent. When he returned home. 

Silence speaks when you listen with patience.
 The isolation had killed her feelings for her family. 
CONCLUSION: 
 Grandma predicted her death and waited with prayers. She died peacefully. The most surprising attendants 
of her funeral were the sparrows. The little birds' empathy examined the tale of care and affection of the old 
lady. The old lady's selfless love was appreciated and reciprocated by the sparrows that they even ignored their 
bread crumbs. The author has given us a fine portrait of a lady who appeared to be an embodiment of values and 
boundless affection. Such personalities have become a rare specimen in this materialistic world. 

Silence can break the heart when love rules the relationship. 

Title  : The Portrait of a Lady 
Author             : Khushwant Singh 
Characters : Author and his grandmother 
Theme  : Appreciate genuine Relationship

 The grandmother was a lady of high principles and simple living. As a small boy, the author had to live 
with her in a village. His parents had moved to the city. The grandma and the boy developed a very strong
bond of affection. She took care of his education. She got disturbed when they moved to the city. She 
adapted to the new life style. The boy was in English medium. There was no lesson about God and 
scriptures. She disliked it. 
 Their bond further damaged when the boy moved to the university and then abroad. She didn't show any 
emotion. She kept herself occupied with the spinning wheel, chanting prayers and feeding sparrows. The 
author returned from abroad after five years. He was received in silence. Grandma predicted her death and 
passed away peacefully. To everyone's surprise her funeral was attended by the sparrows.

Never isolate people 

The author loved his grandma.
He stayed with her when he was small.
Grandma took care of his education.
They moved to the city.
Grandma became silent.
Their friendship ended.
The author went abroad.
Grandma fed sparrows and chanted prayers.
The author returned after five years.
She died and the sparrows attended the funeral.
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3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 
words each 

a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author’s 
formative years. Give your own example of how elders 
have a positive influence on the younger generation. 
Include examples from the story also. 
 Being the youngest child of the family, I've always 
been fortunate to grow under the guidance of elders. My 
grandma, like Kushwant Singh's granny, has always 
instilled in me certain virtues like piety, compassion 
towards animals, obedience etc. My grandpa insisted on 
starting our day with the newspaper. This has helped me for  
winning several quiz competitions. My aunty has always 
fascinated me with her stories. She introduced me to the 
great epics -  Ramayana and Mahabaratha. Rama and 
Krishna became my role models. Childhood has become a 
memorable one and it laid the foundation for a successful 
future. My elders have played a vital role to mould me a 
good human being.  

b) As  young  Khushwant Singh, write  a  letter to your 
parents describing your daily  routine along with  your  
thoughts  and  feelings about staying in the village. 
(PAGE-5) 

No 42, Harmander Singh  Street, 
Hadali, 

Khushab District, Punjab. 
Dear Papa, 
                     How are you?  Hope that you are all fine. I am 
safe here. I’m in the care of my granny. She is a wonderful 
person.  She is too religious. I can never see her without 
saying her prayers. She wakes me up early in the morning. 
She prepares me for the school. She prepares hot chapattis. 
I eat them along with butter and sugar. Then she takes me 
to  school. The school is attached to the temple. Granny sits 
there and reads scriptures. I learn my lessons. When we 

both finish, we return home. On the way, some village dogs 
chase us. She throws them stale chapattis which  they  eat. 
Granny is always saying her prayers rolling her rosary. She 
is too tender.   I’m too lucky to have a granny who is gentle 
as a flower. Kindly take care of your health.  

Yours lovingly, 
Sairam. 

Address on the cover: 
To
Mr. A. Sathyanarayanan, 
No 99, Kamarajar Nagar, 
Madurai – 10. 

c) Animals are capable of empathy. Substantiate this 
statement with examples from the story as well as your 
own experience. 
    Man is related with nature. Man keeps pet animals 
and shows his affection towards them. Throughout in the 
history of mankind, we can find the relationship of mankind 
with animal kingdom.  The grandma and the author moved 
to the city. The author had his education in an English 
school. The grandma always said her prayers. In the 
afternoon, she relaxed for sometime. She fed the sparrows. 
She gave them little bits of bread. The little birds became 
her friends. When she  died, her dead body was kept in a 
room in the courtyard. There were thousands of sparrows 
everywhere. They  were  on the floor. The author’s  mother 
gave them bread crumbs. But, the  sparrows never even 
looked at them. There was no noise also. When the 
grandma’s body was carried away,  the  sparrows  flew 
away. The next day, the  sweeper  swept  all  the bread 
crumbs and put them into the dustbin. The birds  had such a 
keen sense. They  knew  the  human  emotions. They could 
understand about  grandma’s  passing away. This incident 
explains that the animals are capable of empathy.

a) Read the following words and choose the correct antonyms from the options given:- (Pg.6) 
Words Options 

moist a. marshy b. arid c. slimy d. sultry 
frivolous a. serious b. sad c. furious d. happy 
omitted a. isolated b. rejected c. contracted d. included 
protest a. promote b. apprehend c. accept d. project 
serenity a. simplicity b. anxiety c. absurdity d. stupidity 
scattered a. sprinkled b. multiplied c. gathered d. covered 
monotonous a. interesting b. tiresome c. fragrant d. satisfying 
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b) Fill in the blanks choosing the appropriate 
compound word from those given in the box. (Pg.6) 
 Reeta hurried along the road, dressed in her spotless
new dress towards the bus stop. Before sunset, she had to 
reach the house of her grandmother. But the first half - 
hour of her travel was slow due to traffic jam. Her home 
coming would be regarded with joy. She was 
overstraining herself to reach the place. When she finally 
stepped into the courtyard, she was received with a big 
hug by her kind aunt. She was in time to join the sing song
at the village, for a gentle folk.

c) Match the words in column A with their pairs in 
column B to form compound words and write them in 
column C. (Pg.6) 

A B C 
mantel lashes piece
eye wheel lashes 
water gate proof
bee knob hive 
toll piece gate 
door proof knob 
spinning hive wheel

d) Frame meaningful sentences of your own using 
the following expressions from the story.  Use a 
dictionary if required. 
i) the thought was almost revolting 

 The thought that I have to bribe the officers to get 
my plan approval was almost revolting. 

ii) an expanse of pure white serenity 
The snow clad Himalaya is an expanse of pure 

white serenity and it instills peace in its on lookers. 
iii) a turning point 

My friendship with Vinu became a turning point
in my life. 

iv) accepted her seclusion with resignation 
 Though my grandma hates loneliness, she 
accepted her seclusion in an old age home with 
resignation.

v) frivolous rebukes 
 My mom showers her frivolous rebukes on me 
whenever I demand a motorbike. 

Homophones:- 
Form two derivatives from each of the following words. 
(Pg.7) 

e.g. honest- dishonest, honesty 
1. manage - manager, management, managed 
2. differ - difference, different, differed 
3. beauty - beautiful, beautify, beauteous 
4. peace - peaceful, peaceless, peacefulness 
5. arrange - arrangement, arranged, arranger 
6. collect - collector, collectable, collectability 
7. approve - approval, approved, approves 
8. narrate - narrator, narrated, narration 
9. class - classmate, classed, classic 

f) Homophones: 
 Fill in the blanks with suitable homophones: (Pg.7) 
i) brake / break 
a) We have a short break between the sessions. 
b) The car skidded to a halt when I applied the brake.

ii) waste/waist 
a) Shivani wears a belt around her waist.
b) We should never misuse or waste natural resources. 

iii) principle/principal 
a) Oxygen  is  the principal element present in the earth’s 

crust.
b) Both these machines work on the same principle.

iv) bread/bred 
a) Turtles should be bred in a healthy environment. 
b) I like to have toasted bread for breakfast. 

v) lesson/lessen 
a) This medicine will lessen your pain. 
b) Finally, the manager learnt a lesson the hard way. 

vi) pale/pail 
a) The child looks very sick and pale.
b) I need a pail of water to wash these cups. 

vii) through/threw 
a) Ravi picked the banana peel and threw it in the 

dustbin. 
b) The soldiers had to pass through a dark tunnel. 

viii) corps/corpse 
a) The corpse was covered with a shroud. 
b) A five-day annual  training  camp  for the senior cadets 

of the National Cadet corps has been organised. 
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Listening
Read the following statements and the given options. 
Now, listen to your teacher read aloud a passage or play 
it on a recorder. You may listen to it again if required, 
to help you choose the right options. (Pg.8) 
1. According to Napoleon ‘Good mothers make good 

________’  
a) housewives b) jobs 
c) nations  d) ideas 

2. Mothers exhibit ___________ love. 
 a) unauthorized  b) unapproved  
 c)unacceptable d) unconditional 
3. ___________ mothers care much for their children. 
 a) Adapted  b) Adopted 
 c) Adoptive  d) Adaptable 
4. _________ is the most important thing in the world. 
 a) Wealth  b) Power 

c) Love  d) Influence 
5. Love should be extended to ___________ too. 
 a) friends  b) relatives 
  c) countrymen  d) creatures 

Speaking Activity (Pg-8) 
a) Work in pairs and arrive at five points that bring out 
the benefits and challenges of living in either a nuclear 
family or a joint family. Share your views with your class.  
 The benefits of living in a joint family are  
(i) The children of the family grow under the guidance of 

the elders. 
(ii) Elders don’t feel lonely when they grow old.  
(iii) Working members support the family and take care of 

the other members. 
(iv) Tradition and culture gets transferred from one 

generation to the other. 
(v) Good values like tolerance, patience, sharing etc get 

instilled in our mind.  

b) Build a conversation of eight to ten sets of exchanges, 
with your grandmother discussing the incidents that 
happened your school that day.  
Grandmother : Come my child, you look so tired. 
Me  : Yes patty, I need a glass of water now, at 

 once 
Grandma : Here take it. What happened? 
Me  : Oh patty, we practise for our sports day 

 every evening.  
Grandma : I see. You will enjoy a lot in the ground 

 daily then. 

Me  : Patty, its not play time. We are drilled in 
 the ground. 

Grandma : So sad my honey. Are you there in any 
 event? 

Me  : Yes patty, I'm there in March Past and 
 Bamboo drill.  

Grandma : Take some extra water bottle with you. 
 Have a bath as soon as you reach home. 

Me  : Ok patty I shall move now. 

c) Every member contributes to forming a happy 
family. Share your views for a minute or two with your 
class.
 A family needs the cooperation of every member for its 
happy functioning. The father and mother are like the 
wheels of the cart called family. The wheels should work in 
unison for the family to progress. Both of them have an 
equal and vital role to run the family. They have to bridge 
the generation gap between the elders and the kids.  
 The elders stabilize the emotional imbalance with their 
experiences. They are like the anchors that support a ship 
even in cyclones. The children of the family have to follow 
the footsteps of the elders. They are the torchbearers of the 
culture and tradition of the family. 

Reading Pg.10 
Answer the following: 
a) How does laughter help one to cope with stress? 

 Laughter helps one to cope with stress by 
unleashing a rush of stress busting endorphins. 

b) Which word in the text (para 2) means the same 
as ‘dedicated? 

 Committed. 
c) Why do you think voluntary laughter provides 

the same physiological  as  well as psychological 
benefits as spontaneous laughter? 

Our body cannot distinguish between voluntary 
and spontaneous laughter. So both have the same 
physiological as well as psychological benefits. 

d) ‘Laughter is the best medicine’. Explain. 
 Laughter augments physiological development. 
It has other medically beneficial effects including 
cardiovascular health and mood. So Laughter can be 
called as the best medicine. 

e) Given below is a set of activities. Which of these 
are followed in the ‘Laughter Yoga’ technique? 

 clapping  body movements 
breathing exercises eye contact 
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f) ‘Laughter  therapy  also  plays  a  crucial role in 
social bonding’. How? 
 Laughter therapy aims to get people laughing in 
groups. This not only reduces stress but also makes 
people more committed as well as improve their 
interpersonal skills. It has been proved to be good 
for depressed patients. So laughter plays a crucial 
role in social bonding. 

Grammar 
a) Read the paragraph below and fill in the blanks 

using ‘a, an’, or ‘the’. (Pg.11) 
It is said that 1. the computer is 2. an electronic 

extension of the human brain. Therefore, in principle, 3. a
computer can do  all those activities which 4. a human brain 
can do. Today computers are found to be 5. the most useful 
devices as knowledge providers. 6. Another important field 
of application of computer is the development of robots. 7. 
The internet has brought 8. a drastic change in 
communication systems. 

b) In the following paragraph, insert ‘a, an’, or ‘the’ 
wherever necessary and rewrite the sentences. 
(Pg.11) 

 In our family, we have planned to take the children to 
zoo, the next Sunday. A van has been arranged and we are 
sure to have a comfortable journey. The Zoo is an
interesting place for children who enjoy watching animals 
and want to know more about them. Even youngsters love 
to visit the zoo. 

c) Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. 
(Articles have been included) 

 Once the emperor gave a bag of seeds to his council of 
ministers and said that he would give them six months’ time 
to grow the seeds. Whoever does a good job will be made 
the next emperor of that empire. All the ministers took their 
task seriously. After six months many ministers had small 
plants in their pots. A few had very large plants. Some had 
medium sized plants. The emperor entered the hall.  He  
was much amused  to see  those  plants.  He  called  the 
first minister and asked him what he did with the seed. 
That minister explained the process he adopted to make his
plant grow. The emperor called every minister to explain 
what he did. Only one minister  had  come  with an  empty  
pot.  They  laughed  loudly  at the foolishness  of  this
minister.  But the Emperor  applauded  him  and  made  him 

the next Emperor. Do you know why?  He  had  given  
them  boiled  seeds which will not grow. Only that minister 
was honest. 

d) Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. 
(Page..11) 

i) They came early but there was a little (little/ a little) 
work to do. 

ii) Anand invited a few (few/ a few) friends for the 
birthday party. 

iii) The teacher gave every (all / every) student a separate 
topic for the assignment. 

iv) Most of (Most of/Many) the water overflowed from 
the tank. 

v) Each one of my friends (friend/ friends) wished me on 
my birthday. 

vi) Vijay had no (no/ any) idea about the problem. 
vii) Adhi had taken many (much /many) photos during the 

programme. 
viii)  Some (Some/Few) girls who attended the class 

informed the others about the test. 

a) Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs 
in brackets and read the completed passage aloud. 
(Pg.14) 

 The people of India, as a whole, (1)  are (be)  warm-
hearted  and hospitable.  Any  calamity  in  any  part  of the  
world  immediately  (2) arises (arise) their charity and 
generosity and a committee (3) is (be) promptly (4) set (set) 
up to collect funds to help the distressed. The most 
endearing quality in them (5) is (be) the respect they show 
for the work done in any capacity. They (6) believe
(believe) in what we (7) call (call) the dignity of labour.

b) Now, use the verbs given in brackets in the 
following sentences in their correct forms. (Pg.14) 

1. I  like (like) to spend time with my friend, whenever I 
am (be) free. 

2. He  is (is) likely to miss the train. He  is running (run) 
up to the station. 

3. At the moment they are waiting (wait) at the bus- stop. 
But I do not know (not know) their plans for the 
journey. 

4. They firmly  believe (believe) in the existence of God. 
5. We hear (hear) a lot of noise because the new 

buildings transmit / are transmitting (transmit) sound 
vacant.
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6. She always (make) makes excuses for coming late. 
7. The Prime Minister (leave) is leaving / will leave for 

America to meet the delegates tomorrow. 

c) You are a commentator for a 5000 metre running 
race. Use simple present and present continuous 
tenses and complete the commentary from the 
beginning to the end of the race. Read the 
completed passage aloud. 

 The 5000 metre race is about to begin. Lined up at the 
starting point, from left to right, are John of Great Britain, 
Peter of Nigeria and Jeeva of India. The runners are 
warming up for the great event. Now they (1) are taking
(take) their positions on the track. They (2) are (be) all 
ready for the start. There (3) goes (go) the starter’s gun! 
Yes, the race has begun. John (4) is leading (lead) with 
Jeeva (5) close (close) behind him.
d) Read the extract from Kayal’s diary entry 

regarding her Nepal Trek, and fill in the blanks 
with the correct tense form of the verbs given in 
brackets. (Pg.14) 

DAY 1: We left (leave) Anna International Airport in 
Chennai two days ago catching a direct flight to Kathmandu 
in Nepal. We spent (spend) a  day  sightseeing.  
Kathmandu   is   full of people, rickshaws and the smell of 
sandalwood. I’ve never been (be) on a trip like this before. 
So I’m really excited. 

DAY 2: It was raining (rain) when we reached Pokhara, 
Nepal’s second largest city, and saw  the  snowy  peaks of  
the  Himalayas  for  the  first  time.  We reached (reach) 
Pokhara after a hair- raising six-hour bus journey along 
very narrow roads with a lot of hairpin bends. The bus was
(be) so full that one person had to share the driver’s seat.  

DAY 3: We have begun (begin) our trek at last. We are at 
about 900 metres and the weather is warm and humid. For 
lunch we had chips and yak cheese sandwiches. I didn’t like 
them very much. I am thrilled that pitched (pitch) we tents 
for our camps in the dense forests. 

DAY 4: Yesterday a landslide blocked (block) our path and 
we had to use ropes to get over it. This morning we walked 
along the river Kali Gandaki through dense forests of oak 
trees and we pitched our camp at Tukuche below the 
Annapurna mountain range. The  main  danger  in addition 
to landslides, is ‘yak attack’. Yaks are (be) not dangerous 

but you have to be careful if you meet a herd of them 
because they can push you off the sides of the mountain. 

DAY 5: We met a lot of children  on our   trek   through   
the   villages.   They were playing (play) in the pool of 
muddy rain water as we left the place. We have already 
climbed 2,400 metres. Up here, it never rains (rain) and 
there are no trees. It is (be) windy and dusty and I am 
always thirsty. 

DAY 6: Yesterday we went (go) up to the mountainside of 
the township of Mukthinath, at 3,600 metres. The thin air 
with less oxygen there left (leave) us breathless. We felt
(feel) that we couldn’t go any further. We drank a lot of 
extra fluids to prevent altitude sickness. 

DAY 7: We turned around today and started to descend to 
Jomosom. As we went down, the oxygen filled our blood 
again  and  we  seemed  to  fly (fly) instead of walking. 

DAY 8: We went back to Pokhara in a small plane 
yesterday. It was exciting (excite) when we flew between 
the mountain peaks. We arrived (arrive) in Kathmandu this 
afternoon and we spent (spend) our last few hours 
shopping. We leave for Chennai tomorrow. We’ve had a 
trip of a lifetime. 

e) In the following passage, circle the verbs in simple 
present tense and underline the verbs in simple 
past. The first one has been done for you. 

i) Unless one  is  upright there   is  no use in being a 
charming fellow. Sometimes it   is   better to be honest than 
attractive. It  is  no use being rich either. These  are  the 
great truths of modern life which Shyam never realized. He 
never said an ill-natured word in his life. He was always 
polite and spoke softly to everybody. 

`ii) That night he strolled into the Palette Club about 
eleven o’clock, and found Trevor sitting by himself in the 
long room. “Well, Alan, did you get the picture finished all 
right? ” he said, as he lit his cigarette. “Finished and 
framed, my boy!” answered Trevor, “and by-the-bye, you 
have made a conquest. That old model you saw is quite  
devoted  to  you.  I  had to tell him all about you - who 
you  are,  where you  live,   what your income  is,   what 
prospects you  have.” 

iii) "And now tell me how Laura is.  The old model was
quite interested in her." "You   don’t mean to say you 
talked to him about her?" said Hughie. "Certainly I did. He  
knows  all about the relentless colonel, the lovely Laura, 
and the £10,000." "You  told that old beggar all my private 
affairs?" cried Hughie, looking very red and angry. "My 
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dear Alan," cried Hughie, "I shall probably find him 
waiting for me when I  go  home." 
f) Fill in the blanks using Past perfect tense forms of 

the verbs: 
i) I had never seen (see) such a beautiful sunrise before I 

came here. 
ii) We were not able to stay overnight as we had not 

reserved (reserve) the tickets in advance. 
iii) Nirmala had been (be) to the concert several times. 
iv) Mariappan knew Pudukottai so well because he had 

lived (live) there for five years. 
v) Yusuf understood the problem because he had 

experienced (experience) the situation earlier. 
vi) Catherine did not have any cash because she had lost

(lose) her purse. 
vii) My father had been (be) to Mumbai once before. 
viii) The cat had chased (chase) the bird before it flew out 

of the yard. 
ix) Edith had visited (visit) several doctors before she 

found out what the problem was with her knee. 
x) If we had called (call) the manager ahead, we would 

not have needed to wait so long for a table. 

g. Read the following news report and underline the 
past perfect tense form of the verb and circle the 
simple past tense form of the verb. 

INDIA BEAT PAKISTAN TO WIN BLIND CRICKET 
WORLD CUP 

 Chasing a huge target of 308 runs, India romped
home in the penultimate over of the match to defeat 
Pakistan and win the Blind Cricket World Cup. India  
started off  their chase in a cracking manner, but had lost 
two quick wickets. Sunil Ramesh  rose  to the occasion as 
he  played  a great knock to help India beat Pakistan and 
had scored 93 runs. Earlier India  won  the toss and had 
decided to bowl first. Pakistan  amassed  a huge score of 
307 for eight in 40 overs. Their openers had given them a 
brisk start which the later batsmen capitalized  on. 

h. Read the following extract and fill in the spaces with 
the right form of  verbs and complete the passage. 
The first one is done for you. 

i) The poet stops to hear the maiden singing while she (1) 
was cutting (cut) and (2) binding (bind) the grain. The 
song of the lady (3) fascinated (fascinate) the poet, who (4) 
stood (stand) there to listen to the song. The girl (5) sang
(sing) a sad song. 
ii) During the monsoon, a tender slightly warm breeze  (1) 
was blowing (blow) on a cloudless afternoon. A sort of 
fragrance (2) rose (rise) from the wet grass and trees in the 
sunlight. It (3) seemed (seem) as if the warm breath of the 

exhausted earth (4) was falling (fall)  against  one’s  skin.  
A  sweet  voiced  bird  somewhere  (5) was chirping
(chirp) repeatedly. 

i. Read the news item that appeared in a daily and fill 
in the blanks with suitable forms of the verbs given 
in brackets. 

 Ever since social networking sites entered our lives, 
they (1) have been serving (serve) as platforms where 
users could use the virtual space offered by these social 
media. However, recent incidents (2) have caused (cause) 
many to question the freedom to express views on various 
issues and in some cases, it (3) has become (become) a  
dangerous   platform.   Social   Contact (4) has 
transformed (transform) people. They (5) have developed
(develop) an addiction to it. 

j. Read the following passage and correct the errors 
you come across. 

i) Rajan slowly settled down in his retired life. His 
pension plus what his wife brought from the household 
work helped them meet their requirements. Life was easy 
until one Sunday. His granddaughter Madhu came crying. 
The clay doll in her hand had broken into two. Rajan 
pacified her and promised to mend it. This small repair 
work became the founding stone of a very prosperous 
venture of making clay dolls which earned him a great 
respect.
ii) Games and sports helps in recreation. Soccer, cricket, 
lawn tennis or wrestling are eagerly watched by millions of 
fans all over the world. It helps one get a temporary relief 
from the tension of the day. The dedication displayed by all 
the players in the field indicates the mental and spiritual 
development of the players. 

Writing Pg.17 
i) Prepare a notice to be displayed  on the notice-
board of your school for the students of Class 11, 
informing them about the educational tour that has 
been arranged for them the next month 
a. Notice 

GGHSS, Srivilliputtur 
Notice 

Date: 20 Ap.2018            
Educational Tour
 Our School has arranged an educational tour to visit 
Delhi next month. Students those who are interested may 
give their names to the organizer mentioned below. 

     Hema 
       
     (Tour - incharge) 
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ii) Write a notice about the inauguration of a 
laughter club in your school. 

RSPM Hr. Sec. School, Rajapalayam. 
Inauguration of Laughter Club 

24th January 2018 
 This is to inform all the students (VI to XII) of our 
school that 'Laughter Club' of our school will be 
inaugurated on the 26th of January. Everyone is cordially 
invited for the ceremony. 

      (Sd/-) 
      Lakshana 

      (SPL) 

b. Message 
 You are the Sports Captain of your school. Write a 
message to the Physical Director, requesting him to be 
present during the football team selection scheduled for 
tomorrow. 

3 p.m., 15 Mar.2018
Sir,  
      You are requested to be present the football team 
selection tomorrow in our school ground at 6 a.m. 
      Ashok 
       (SPL) 

c. Do you exercise regularly? If you do, which of these 
following  activities do you prefer? Discuss and 
share with your partner a few lines about your 
preference. 

 a) walking  b) working out in a gym 
 c) swimming  d) cycling 

a) Walking 
I prefer walking. It is one of the best exercises and also 

least expensive forms of exercise. It reduces stress and 
tones the body. It also helps to lose weight. A walk in the 
morning is very beneficial for health. It keeps our body 

healthy and fit. The cool fresh air inhaled in the calm 
morning keeps us energetic and happy through out the day. 

Task: (PAGE-19) 
You are Mani/ Megalai of Class XI, President of the 
English Club of your school. Draft a speech on the topic 
‘Reading Maketh a Complete Man’ to be delivered in 
the school assembly. 
 Good morning everyone! Respected Principal, teachers 
and friends; I am Megalai of Class XI and I stand before 
you to share a few thoughts on the topic ‘Reading Maketh a 
Complete Man’.  
 ‘Reading Maketh a Complete Man’ is a popular saying 
of Francis Bacon. We do not realise the fact that our minds 
are moulded by the books we read. In fact, we have several 
means by which we acquire knowledge today — the radio, 
the TV, the newspapers and magazines, the internet etc. But 
reading books is the most ancient and the most effective of 
them all. Reading a book is different and it is an activity 
which gives us immense pleasure. We are never alone when 
we have the company of books. In the modern world we 
have tiny time. When we have a little leisure, we watch TV, 
gossip or run to parties, clubs or other social activities. We 
are afraid to be alone with ourselves, afraid to sit quietly 
and think. We are happy with others but not with ourselves. 
Reading a book on such an occasion gives us the comfort of 
good company and true pleasure. Books are the greatest 
treasure of mankind and the habit of reading them is the 
source of pleasure. He who is in the habit of reading books 
should buy books for himself. He should start collecting 
books in his youth. The books collected and arranged 
properly in a room not only decorate the room but also 
make the presence of their authors felt. Books contain in 
them eternal truths and are better friends than those of flesh 
and blood as they not only entertain but also guide us. 

Use Exercise Book 
for Self Testing 

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

Padasalai



11thENGLISH                                                         POEM                                                     DOLPHIN

dolphin.pub2005@gmail.com                                                 www.kalvidolphin.in 98

Poem-1

ONCE UPON A TIME
(Le<oeiV!gizk<kqz<*!

Gabriel Okara
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   POEM LINES klqpig<gl<<!
Once upon a time, son 
They used to laugh with their hearts 
And laugh with their eyes: 
But now they only laugh with their teeth
While their ice-block-cold eyes 
Search behind my shadow. 

, ,

 .

.

, ,  

.

 ,

   .

There was a time indeed 
They used to shake hands with their hearts 
But that’s gone, son 
Now they shake hands without hearts 
While their left hands search
My empty pockets.

,    

.

, ,  !

, ,  , 

.

,

.

“Feel at home!”, “Come again”:  
They say, and when I come 
Again and feel 

"   !" , 

"  !"  .

, ,
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At home, once, twice 
There will be no thrice - 
For then I find doors shut on me. 

 , ...

  .   

,

.

So I have learnt many things, son  

I have learned to wear many faces  

Like dresses – home face 

Office face, street face, host face 

Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles

Like a fixed portrait smile. 

,  ,  

 !

,

 --  ,

, ,

 , .

 
,

.

And I have learned too 

To laugh with only my teeth 

And shake hands without my heart 

I have also learned to say “Goodbye” When I 

mean “Good-riddance”: 

To say “Glad to meet you” 

Without being glad; and to say “It’s been 

Nice talking to you”, after being bored. 

,

 
.   

" " ,

  "  " 

 .

" "

.

 , ,

"    
 ! " .

But believe me, son 
I want to be what I used to be 
When I was like you. I want 
To unlearn all these muting things 
Most of all, I want to relearn 
How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror  
Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs!

,  !

,  ,

.

  .

, ,

 .

,  ,  

 .

So show me, son 
How to laugh; show me how 
I used to laugh and smile 
Once upon a time when I was like you. 

, ,

    !   

,

, ,

 ,   ! 

Poem by Gabriel Okara Fake Smiling Shutting Doors 
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Teeth of a Snake (fang) Wearing Masks Smile like a Kid 

1. Once upon a time, son, 
 they used to laugh with their hearts 
a) What mood of the poet does the above line 

reflect? 
 The line reflects the poet’s nostalgic
mood about his childhood.

b) Explain ‘to laugh with their hearts’
 People used to smile with genuine 
emotions.

2. but now they only laugh with their teeth, 
 while their ice-block-cold eyes  

(QTY-18) (SCERT-1)
 search behind my shadow 
a) Explain- laugh with their teeth. 

 People laugh with fake feelings
nowadays.

b) Why is their eyes cold? 
 People lack the warmth and cordiality
in relationships. So their eyes are cold. 

c) Why does the poet say ‘search behind my 
shadow’? 
 The poet says that people feign fake 
emotions.

d) Who are 'they?' 
They are the people of modern times. 

e) Identify the figure of speech used here. 
Metaphor. 

3. but that’s gone, son. 
 Now they shake hands without hearts 
a) What is gone? 

 The time when people were sincere and 
caring in their dealings is gone. 

b) How do they shake their hands now? Why? 
 People shake hands without warmth
because they show fake emotions.

4. While their left hands search 
     my empty pockets. 
a) What does the right hand do? 

 The right hand is shaking hands in a 
fake gesture.

b) Explain- left hands search my empty 
pockets. 
 It explains the dual nature of people. 
They are not true to relationships.

5. there will be no thrice- 
 for then I find doors shut on me. 
a) Why does the poet feel that there will be no 

thrice? 
 People lie on their guests inviting them 
for a visit again.

b) I find doors shut on me- what do you 
understand from the poet’s words? 
 People are not ready to welcome him the 
third time.

APPRECIATION QUESTIONS
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6. So I have learned many things, son. 
I have learned to wear many faces 

a) How has the poet learnt so many things? 
 He has learnt so many things from his 
bitter experiences with the society.

b) Why does he have to wear so many faces? 
 The poet has to wear so many faces to 
suit to the different occasions.

c) What are some of the faces he has started 
to wear? 
 Some of the faces the poet has to wear are 
home face, office face, street face, host face,
etc. 

7. cocktail face, with all their conforming  
smiles 

 like a fixed portrait smile. 
a) Explain cocktail face. 

 Cocktail face refers to a face capable of 
showing mixed emotions.

b) Why do people have a fixed portrait smile? 
 People have a fixed portrait smile to suit
different occasions for social acceptance.

8. I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’, 
 when I mean ‘Good-riddance’ 
a) Explain the word play by the poet in the 

above lines. 
 "Good bye" means real happiness in 
parting a person. Good riddance means the 
relief in getting rid of an unwanted visitor.

b) Who has taught him to say good bye when 
he actually means good riddance? 

  The society has taught him.

9. I want to unlearn all these muting things. 
 Most of all, I want to relearn 
a) What are the muting things that the poet 

wants to unlearn? 
 Fake feelings, deceit, malice and 
ulterior motives are the muting things.  

b) What does he want to relearn? 
  He wants to relearn how to laugh.
c) From whom does he want to relearn?
  He wants to relearn from his son.

10. for my laugh in the mirror
shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 

a) What is the meaning of fangs? 
 Fangs are the teeth of a venomous snake
used to inject poison. 

b) What does the poet compare with the 
fangs?
 The poet compares his teeth with the 
fangs.

c) What compels him to make this 
comparison? 
 His behavior compelled him to make this 
comparison. 

11. show me how 
 I used to laugh and smile 
 once upon a time when I was like you. 
a) Why has the poet lost his laugh and smile? 

 The poet has lost his laugh and smile 
because of the negative changes that have 
crept into him as he grew up. 

b) How was the poet once upon a time? 
 The poet used to laugh and smile with 
real happiness once upon a time.  

12. 'I have learned to wear many faces like 
dresses'- (SCERT-2) 

a) State the figure of speech in the above line. 
 Simile. 
b) Who does the term 'I' refer to? 

I refers to the poet Gabriel Okara. 

13. "I have learned to wear many faces. 
 Like dresses - home face" (SCERT-3) 
a) What has the poet learned? 

The poet has learnt to show fake expressions 
to others. 

b) Mention the figure of speech employed in 
this line. 
Simile. 

13. "Feel at home," "come again." (Mar.19) 
 They say…… 
 a) Who are 'they'? 

They are people who utter fake words of 
welcome to the poet. 

 b) Do 'they' really mean it? 
No, they don't really mean it. The words 
don't come from the depth of their hearts. 
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FIGURE OF SPEECH:  
1. While their ice-block-cold eyes search behind my shadow - Metaphor 
2. Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles like a fixed portrait smile - Simile 
3. For my laugh in the mirror shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! - Simile 
4. I have learned to wear many faces like dresses -  Simile 
5. When I mean ‘Good-riddance’ -  Oxymoron 
6. I find doors shut on me. -  Euphemism 
7. They used to laugh with their hearts -  Metonymy 
8. They shake hands without hearts -  Metonymy 
9. But now they only laugh with their teeth -  Metonymy 

ALLITERATION:
1. They used to laugh with their hearts they-their  
2. They used to shake hands with their hearts hands-hearts, they-their
3. Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles cocktail-conforming 
4. And shake hands without my heart hands-heart
5. I want to be what I used to be want-what
6. When I was like you. I want when-was-want
7. To unlearn all these muting things. these-things
8. So show me, son so-son

RHYME SCHEME & RHYMING WORDS: 
1. There was a time indeed 
 They used to shake hands with their hearts 
 But that’s gone, son 
 Now they shake hands without hearts 

a) Rhyming words  : hearts-hearts 
b) Rhyme scheme    : abcb 

Poem: "Once Upon A Time" by Gabriel Okara 

Clue words:  
Once upon a time, laugh with their teeth, ice-block-cold eyes, cocktail face, laugh with 

their hearts, doors shut on me, Good-riddance, snake’s bare fangs, portrait smile, 
unlearn, relearn

;;;;; 

1. Once upon a time, son 
      They used to laugh with their hearts 
2. But now they only laugh with their teeth 
      While their ice-block-cold eyes 

5. When I mean “Good-riddance”: 
      To say “Glad to meet you” 
6. How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror  
     Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare   

fangs!

EXPLAIN WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT - ERC

POETIC DEVICES
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3. Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 
      Like a fixed portrait smile. 
4. There will be no thrice- 
      For then I find doors shut on me. 

7. To unlearn all these muting things 
      Most of all, I want to relearn

Context:
       Poem:  Once Upon A Time               Poet : Gabriel Okara 
Explanation:
  The poet Okara talks painfully about the negative changes in the society to his son. He 
is unhappy about the fake emotions that rule the adult world. He feels sad that he too has 
changed with time. He wants to unlearn the bad qualities and relearn the good qualities. He 
asks his son to show him how to laugh the way he used to laugh when he was a kid.
Comment:
  The child is the father of man. 

1. Once upon a time, son, (QTY-18) 
 they used to laugh with their hearts  

(text exercise)
and laugh with their eyes: 

Context
Poem: Once Upon ATime   
Poet: Gabriel Okara 

Explanation
 The poet is nostalgic about how people used 
to be in his childhood. He tells his son that people 
smiled with warm, sincere and genuine emotions 
that could be seen in their eyes. Lips spoke the 
language of the heart without any pretention. 
Comment
 Values vanish with modernization. 

2. There will be no thrice  (text exercise)
Context
 Poem: Once Upon ATime 

Poet : Gabriel Okara 
Explanation
 The poet warns his son about the degradation 
of values in the modern society. People utter 
words of welcome and exchange pleasantries but 
those words come only from the tip of their 
tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. 

None is ready to be a host for the third time even 
if they pretend to be happy outwardly. 
Comment
 Pretention can never withstand the test of 
time. 

3. I have learned to wear many faces  
 like dresses (text exercise) (SCERT-1) 
Context

Poem: Once Upon A Time 
Poet : Gabriel Okara 

Explanation
 The facial expressions of the people are 
tailored for social acceptance and are not genuine. 
They wear masks suitable for various situations 
like people choose their dresses. The narrator too 
in his anxiety to fit into social expectations has 
started showing fake expressions. He confesses to 
his son that he has done it against his will. 
Comment
    Be genuine in your thoughts, words and deeds. 

4. I want to be what I used to be  (text exercise)
Context

Poem: Once Upon A Time   
Poet: Gabriel Okara 
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Explanation
 The poet repents to his son for being fake 
with his emotions. He has become a victim of 
social acceptance against his will. And now he 
wants to become a child again to enjoy real 
happiness. He is ready to give up his fake 
qualities and relearn the genuine qualities. He 
yearns for his childhood innocence. 
Comment
 The child is the father of man. 

5. for my laugh in the mirror 
shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs!

Context
Poem: Once Upon A Time 
Poet: Gabriel Okara 

Explanation
 The poet tells his son when he laughs before 
the mirror, he sees no expression. His teeth 
resemble the fangs of a snake. He is scared of 
these negative changes in him. So, he asks his son 
to help him to become trustworthy and honest 
like a child. 
Comment
 Be genuine to experience real happiness. 

6. I want to unlearn all these muting things. 
 Most of all, I want to relearn 
Context

Poem: Once Upon A Time 
Poet: Gabriel Okara 

Explanation
 The poet fakes his expressions. He admits that 
he does all these against his will. He says he 
wants to become a child again and laugh 
genuinely. So he wants to unlearn the unreal 
things and relearn how to laugh as he had done 
once upon a time. 
Comment
 It needs courage to confess your falsities. 

7. I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’, 
 when I mean ‘Good-riddance’ 

Context
Poem: Once Upon A Time 
Poet: Gabriel Okara 

Explanation
 People utter words of welcome and exchange 
pleasantries, but those words come only from the 
tip of their tongues and not from the depth of 
their hearts. When the presence of a person is not 
so pleasurable his leave taking becomes a great 
relief in the heart but the lips don’t reveal the fact 
in the goodbye. 
Comment
 Speak from your heart to retain good 
relationships.

8. Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles
 like a fixed portrait smile. 
Context

Poem: Once Upon A Time 
Poet: Gabriel Okara 

Explanation
 The poet compares people’s faces to smiles in 
a portrait. Like a portrait,  the smiles are actually 
fake and stiff. They are trying to fit to certain 
social expectations.  The poet thinks about how 
fake he too has become with the fixed expression 
for different occasions, with an unnatural smile 
plastered across his face 
Comment
 Reality gets revealed with time.  

9. Now they shake hands without hearts 
 while their left hands search 
 my empty pockets. 
Context

Poem: Once Upon A Time 
 Poet: Gabriel Okara 
Explanation
 People shake hands without warmth or 
happiness because they show fake emotions 
nowadays. While the right hand is shaking hands 
in a fake gesture, the left hand is busy in another 
mean act of analyzing the person for personal 
benefits. The line clearly explains the dual nature 
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of people nowadays. They are not true to 
relationships and are exploiting others for their 
personal gains. 
Comment
 True relationships are real assets. 

10. while their ice-block-cold eyes 
 search behind my shadow. 
Context

Poem: Once Upon A Time 

 Poet: Gabriel Okara 
Explanation
 People lack the warmth and cordiality in 
relationships. So their eyes are cold and 
unwelcoming. The poet feels that words are never 
spoken to his eyes as people don’t actually feel 
what they say. They present fake emotions. 
Comment
 Eyes are the indicators of the mind. 

Answer the following questions in about 100-150 words each. 
1. Explain the things the poet has learnt when he grew into an adult. (HY-18) 
2. This poem is nothing but a criticism of modern life. Justify this statement. (SCERT-3) 
3. ‘Face is the index of the mind.’ Does this adage concur with the views of the poet? 
4. How does Gabriel Okara criticise the modern life in his poem "Once upon a Time"? (Mar.19)

Poem    : Once Upon A Time 
Poet    : Gabriel Okara 
Theme    :   Child is the father of man

The poet Okara has beautifully interpreted the circular structure of human life where the child wishes to 
experience the freedom of adulthood while the adult yearns for the innocence of childhood. The poem is in a 
narrative form where the poet talks with his son about the malice of the society and wishes to learn the art of real 
happiness from him. 
 The poet says that the world of his childhood was filled with warm, sincere and genuine feelings for others. 
Their cordial handshakes conveyed the message of trust, honesty and togetherness. But nowadays, he laments 
that the expressions of the adult society have become alarmingly negative. Hearts have stopped speaking while 
eyes have become ‘ice-blocks’. People have started exploiting others for their personal gains. They have even 
become reluctant to show true hospitality over people. 
Since innocence has become a fading aspect of the society, the poet too has learnt to adapt to the social 
demands. With an artificial smile plastered across the face, the poet is a proud owner of several masks that could 
be worn to suit occasions. He has also mastered the art of duplicity in words and actions. When his lips say 
goodbye, it’s actually ‘good-riddance’ from his heart. 
 The poet repents to his son for being a fake with his emotions. He has become a victim of social acceptance 
against his will. 

But believe me, son. I want to be what I used to be 
 And now he wants to become a child again to enjoy real happiness. His image in the mirror with the fangs 
of a snake scares him a lot. So he wants to unlearn the falsities he has mastered and relearn the genuine qualities 
of childhood. He requests his son to guide him in his quest. 

INNOCENCE IS NOT LEARNT, IT’S A STATE OF MIND 

PARAGRAPH FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
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 The poem ‘Once Upon A Time’ portrays a rare situation. An adult (father) wants to learn from a child 
(son). The father realizes that the social pressure has injected falsity into his emotional system. He regrets
his life style which is filled with fake feeling, deceit, malice and ulterior motives. He has forgotten to laugh
with his heart. He has also developed ice-block-cold-eyes. The world of the grownups has moved away from
trust, warmth and hospitality. Their facial expressions are tailored for social acceptance. They are not
genuine. They wear masks suitable for various situations. They hide reality. The poet too becomes sneaky
and deceitful to fit into social expectations. But he confesses for his activities. Now he is ready to give up his 
fake qualities and relearn the genuine qualities. He requests his son to show him how to laugh the way he 
used to laugh, when he was a kid like him. 

TEXTBOOK EXERCISES 
1. Based on your understanding of the poem answer 

the following questions in one or two sentences 
each: 

i. What do you associate with the title of the poem? 
The title makes us associate the poem with a fairy 
tale which has a happy beginning and ending. 

ii. What is the relationship between the narrator and 
the listener? 

 The narrator is the father and the listener is his son. 
iii. What happens to the poet when he visits someone 

for the third time? 
The poet feels that the person turns hostile and he 
becomes an unwelcomed guest if he visits the third 
time. 

iv. Pick out the expressions that indicate conflicting 
ideas. 
They used to laugh with their hearts and now  they 

 only laugh with their teeth 
They used to shake hands with their hearts and 

 now they shake hands without hearts 
I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’ when I  mean 

 ‘Good-riddance’ 
v. How does the poet compare his face with dresses? 

People choose dresses to suit the occasions. 
Similarly the poet says he changes his face 
according to the demand of the situation. 

vi. What does the poet mean when he says ‘good bye’? 
The poet says that he is actually feeling a sense of 
relief when an unwanted visitor leaves the place 
though his lips bid him goodbye. 

vii. What pleasantries does the poet use to fake 
cordiality? 
Goodbye, Glad to meet you, It’s been nice talking to 
you are the pleasantries used by the poet to fake 
cordiality. 

viii. What does he desire to unlearn and relearn? 
The poet wants to unlearn the falsities he has 
mastered as a grown up and relearn the genuine 
qualities of childhood. 

ix. How is the poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror? 
When the poet laughs before the mirror, he sees no 
expression. His teeth resemble the fangs of a snake. 
He is scared of these negative changes in him. 

x. What does the poet long for? 
The poet longs for his childhood innocence and 
happiness.

xi. Mention the qualities the child in the poem 
symbolises. 
The child in the poem symbolizes innocence, purity, 
enthusiasm, happiness, and genuineness lacking in 
society.

The poet talks to his son about the adult world.
There is no truth in words and actions.
The poet feels very sad.
He has also changed with others.
He too shows fake emotions.
He wants to relearn the good qualities.
He asks his son to help him to laugh like a child again.
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2. Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the 
box given and complete the summary of the 
poem:

 The poet Okara in this narrative monologue 
painfully condemns the (a)__duplicity displayed by 
adults, both in their words and actions. Here, a father 
laments to his son about the negative changes that creep 
into the attitude and behaviour  of  humans,  into 
(b)adults. He  says  that  people used to be (c)_genuine
when they laugh and the honesty would be reflected in 
their eyes. But, people of modern times laugh 
(d)superficially. Their handshakes used to  be  warm  
and  happy  conveying a sense of togetherness, but  
nowadays the handshakes have become a mere (e) 
falsity. He warns his son that people are not trust-worthy 
and have become so selfish that they are concerned only 
about their own (f) personal benefits. 
 People utter words  of  welcome and exchange (g) 
pleasantries, but those words come only from the tip of 
their tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. 
Humans have learnt the art of changing their (h) 
facialexpressions according to situations merely to 
ensure social acceptance. They wear(i) masks and 
exhibit multiple faces. The narrator admits that he has 
also changed into a hypocrite. However, he tells his son 
that though he (j) fakes his expressions, he does all these 
against his will. He says he wants to become a (k) child
again and laugh genuinely. He wants to (l)unlearn_ the 
unreal things and (m) relearn how to laugh as he had 
done once upon a time. When he laughs before the (n) 
mirror, he sees no expression. His teeth are bare like that 
of the (o)fangs of a snake. So, he asks his son to show 
him how to laugh the way he used to laugh, when he was 
a kid like him. 

3. Interpret each of the following expressions used 
in the poem, in one or two lines. 

i. laugh with their eyes 
 Eyes will reflect warm, sincere and genuine 
emotions if the smile is a real one. Eyes speak the 
language of the heart without any pretention. 

ii. shake hands without hearts 
 People utter words of welcome and shake hands, 
but those words come only from the tip of their 
tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. 

iii. like a fixed portrait smile 
 An artificial smile that can be seen  plastered 
across the face in a portrait to suit different 
occasions.

iv. hands search my empty pockets 
 Hands that try to exploit others for their 
personal benefits unmindful of the trust placed on 
them. 

v. to unlearn all these muting things 
 The poet wishes to give up the fake qualities he 
had gained during the process of growing up. 

B. Read the lines given below and answer the 
questions that follow. 

1. ‘But now they only laugh with their teeth, While  
their ice-block-cold eyes…’ 

a. Who are ‘they’?  (HY-18) 
  They refers to the people of modern times.
b. Explain: ice-block-cold eyes 
  Eyes that lack warmth and care.
c. Identify the figure of speech used here. (HY-18) 

Metaphor

2. ‘Most of all, I want to relearn 
 How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror Shows  

only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs!’ 
a. Why does the poet want to relearn how to laugh? 

 Because the poet is aware that he too has 
become deceitful like others.

b. Whom does the poet want to relearn from? 
  The poet wants to relearn from his son.
c. Mention the figure of speech used here. 

Simile 

C. Explain the following lines with reference to the 
context. (Refer ERC section) 

5. Listening Activity 
i) When the furnace needs to be repaired, they have to 

hire a man. 
ii)  Father knows no word like fail.
iii)  It is certain that the father would restore the 

confidence of the family members. 
iv) The father will not be able to mend a broken chair.
v) The children expect their mother to guide them in 

action.

Use Exercise Book 
for Self Testing 
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Supplementary-1

AFTER TWENTY YEARS
(-VhK!uVmr<gTg<Gh<!hqxG*!

O. Henry
 

Mrphpah; Fwpg;g[ 
 

gjks<SVg<gl<;!
! !
! ! fqB,biv<g<! fgvqe<! okVouie<xqz<! -vUh<! ohiPkqz<! giuzv<! yVuv<! Ovif<K! h{qbqz<!

=Mhm<cVf<kiv</! nh<ohiPK!nr<Og! keqbig! fqx<Gl<! YV! fhjvg<! gi{<gqxiv</! nuv<! kie<! hih<!

weUl<?! ke<! f{<he<! \ql<lqbqe<! uVjgg<gig! gik<kqVh<hkigUl<?! 31! N{<MgTg<G! Le<ev<!

nuv<gt<!-VuVl<!-Okfit<?!-Ok!Ofvk<kqz<?!-Ok!-mk<kqz<!31!N{<Mgt<!gpqk<K!sf<kqh<hkig!
yh<hf<kl<! osb<K! ogi{<miv<gt<! weUl<?! hqe<ev<! kie<! Olx<G! Ofig<gqs<! ose<Xuqm<mkigUl<! ke<!

gjkjb!uquvqg<gqxiv</!giuzVl<!nkjeg<!Ogm<Muqm<M!nr<gqVf<K!ose<XuqMgqxiv</!gik<kqVk<kz<!

okimv<gqxK/!sqxqK!Ofvk<kqz<!nr<G!-e<oeiV!fhv<!uVgqxiv</!kie<!kie<!nf<k!f{<hv<!\ql<lq!

we! gik<kqVf<kuvqml<! osiz<gqxiv</! -VuVl<! jggjtg<! Ogiv<k<khc! fmg<gqe<xev</! hqe<ev<!
-VuVl<!outqs<slie!hGkqjb!njmf<k!ohiPK!Hkqkig!uf<k!fhv<!ke<!f{<he<!\ql<lq!nz<z!

we<hjk! gik<kqVf<k! hih<! g{<Mhqck<K! uqMgqxiv</! nkx<G! Hkqkig! uf<k! fhv<! kie<! giuzv<!

weUl<?! gik<kqVf<kujv! jgK! osb<Kuqm<mkigUl<! okvquqg<gqxiv</! hqe<ev<! nuv<! jgbqz<! yV!

sqxqb!gigqkk<jk!ogiMg<gqxiv</!nkqz<!Lke<!Lkzqz<!nr<G!uf<K!nuVme<!Ohsqb!giuzv<kie<!

d{<jlbie! f{<hv<! \ql<lq! weUl<?! OlZl<! gik<kqVf<kuv<! giuz<Kjxbiz<! sqgiOgi! fgvqz<!
kQuqvlig! Okmh<hMl<!Gx<xuitq! hih<! we<hjk!nuv<! sqgovm<! hx<x!jug<g!kQg<Gs<sqjb!dvsqb!

outqs<sk<kqz<!g{<Mhqck<kkigUl<!lx<Xl<!ke<!f{<hje!kiOe!jgK!osb<b!lelqe<xq!lx<oxiV!

giuzjv!nEh<hq!juk<kkigUl<!Gxqh<hqmh<hm<cVf<kK/!-kjeh<!hck<k!hih<!nkqv<f<K!Ohieiv</!
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SUPPLEMENTARY TRANSLATION
 

 

STORY klqpig<gl<!
PAGE-27: 

          The  policeman  on  the  beat  moved  up the 
avenue impressively. The impressiveness was 
habitual and not for show, for spectators were 
few. The time was barely 10 o’ clock at night, but 
chilly gustes of wind with a taste of rain them had 
well nigh deepeopled the streets. 

           

                ,      

    .      ,   

  .         

 . ,   . 

      .  ,        

    ,   . 

          Trying  doors  as  he  went,  twirling 
his  club  with many  intricate and  artful  
movements, turning now and then to cast his  
watchful eye adown the pacific thoroughfare, the 
officer, with his stalwart  form and slight 
swagger, made a fine picture of a guardian of the 
peace. The vicinity was one that kept early hours. 
Now and then you might see the lights of a cigar 
store or of an all night lunch counter; but the 
majority of the doors belonged to business places 
that had long since been closed. 

               ,   

,      , 

    ,      

      ,    

, ,     , 

     .   

   ,     . ,  

              

         .  

,          

. 

PAGE-28: 
          When about midway of a certain block the  
policeman  suddenly  slowed his walk. In the 
doorway of a darkened hardware store a man 
leaned, with an unlighted cigar in his mouth. As 
the policeman walked up to him the man spoke up 
quickly. 

 

               , 

     .    

    ,    ,   

       ,  

. ,     , 

    . 

          “It’s all right, officer,” he said, reassuringly. 
“I’m just waiting for a friend. It’s an appointment 
made twenty years ago. Sounds a little funny to 
you, doesn’t it? Well, I’ll explain if you’d like to 
make certain it’s all straight. About that long ago 
there used to be a restaurant where this store 
stands-Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant.” 

          "   , .        

  . ,      

  .           

,  ? "  . "     

              
.    ,   

     . – “    

." 

          “Until five years ago,” said the policeman. 
“It was torn down then.” 

          "        .  

  ."  . 

          The man in the doorway struck a match and 

lit his cigar. The light showed a pale, square-jawed 

face with keen eyes, and a little white scar near his 

right eyebrow. His scarf pin was a large diamond, 

oddly set. 

                   ,   

,  .  

         ,  

            

     .     

           

. 

          “Twenty years ago tonight,” said the man, “I 
dined here at Big Joe Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, 
my best chum, and the finest chap in the world. He 

            "    ,      

,               "  

  "   .       
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and I were raised here in New York, just like two 
brothers, together. I was eighteen and Jimmy was 
twenty. The next morning I was to start for the 
West to make my fortune. You couldn’t have 
dragged Jimmy out of New York; he thought it 
was the only place on earth. Well, we agreed that 
night that we would meet here again exactly 
twenty years from that date and time, no matter 
what our conditions might be or from what 
distance we might have to come. We figured that 
in twenty years each of us ought to have our 
destiny worked out and our fortunes made, 
whatever they were going to be.” 

     , .        

.  ,      .    

  .    .    ,    

,      .  , 

   ,       .   

        

 .    ,    

,   ,   ,    

  .     

,   ,   

   .  ,   

  .      ,  

  .” 

          “It sounds pretty interesting,” said the 
policeman. “Rather a long time between meets, 
though, it seems to me. Haven’t you heard from 
your friend since you left?” 

          "     ! "  . " 

   ,    

 .     ,   

   ?"   

          “Well, yes, for a time we corresponded,” 
said the other. “But after a year or two we lost 
track of each other. You see, the West is a pretty 
big proposition, and I kept hustling around over it 
pretty lively. But I know Jimmy will meet me here 
if he’s alive, for he always was the truest, 
staunchest old chap in the world. He’ll never 
forget. I came a thousand miles to stand in this 
door tonight, and it’s worth it if my old partner 
turns up.” 

          " ,  ,       . 

, , ,   ,    

    .  ,   

       . , ,  

     . ,  

,   ,           

. ,   ,     

,   .     

.      ,     

     .      

 ,    ." 

          The waiting man pulled out a handsome 
watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds. 
“Three minutes to ten,” he announced. “It was 
exactly ten o’clock when we parted here at the 
restaurant door.” 

             , ,       

         

  ,   , "      

 ," . "      ,   

        ." 

          “Did pretty well out West, didn’t you?” 
asked the policeman. 

          "    .  ?"   

  .   

          “You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half as 
well. He was a kind of plodder, though, good 
fellow as he was. I’ve had to compete with some of 
the sharpest wits going to get my pile. A man gets 
in a groove in New York. It takes the West to put a 
razor-edge on him.” 

          "   .      

    .     

  .   .  ,     

         .”  , 

      ,    

    . , ,    

 ,     ." 

PAGE-29: 
          The policeman twirled his club and took a 
step or two. 

 

             ,  , 

     . 

          “I’ll be on my way. Hope your friend comes 
around all right. Going to call time on him sharp?” 

          “  .       . 

       ! " 
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          “I should say not!” said the other. “I’ll give 
him half an hour at least. If Jimmy is alive on earth 
he’ll be here by that time. So long, officer.” 

          "       !"  

.          . ,  

     ,     

.      , ." 

           “Good-night, sir,” said the policeman, 
passing on along his beat, trying doors as he went. 
There was now a fine, cold drizzle falling, and the 
wind had risen from its uncertain puffs into a 
steady blow.  The few foot passengers astir in that 
quarter hurried dismally and silently along with 
coat collars turned high and pocketed hands. And 
in the door of the hardware store the man who had 
come a thousand miles to fill an appointment, 
uncertain almost to absurdity, with the friend of 
his youth, smoked his cigar and waited. 

          "   ,  "  ,      

 ,    .   , , 

      .  

  ,  ,     

    , 

     

,      

 .    

  ,   

,      

 ,  ,  

  , . 

            About twenty minutes he waited, and then a 
tall man in a long overcoat, with collar turned up to 
his ears, hurried across from the opposite side of 
the street. He went directly to the waiting man. 

          ,     .  

,             

     ,    

,   . ,  

       . 

         “Is that you, Bob?” he asked, doubtfully.          "     ? "    . 

          “Is that you, Jimmy Wells?” cried the man in 
the door. 

          "       ?"    

        . 

          “Bless my heart!” exclaimed the new arrival, 

grasping both the other’s hands with his own. “It’s 

Bob, sure as fate. I was certain I’d find you here if 

you were still in existence. Well, well, well! 

Twenty years is a long time. The old restaurant’s 

gone, Bob; I wish it had lasted, so we could have 

had another dinner there. How has the West treated 

you, old man?” 

           "    ! "   

,  .  

.     “     .    

 .           .    

 ,       . 

 !  !       .  

   .      

.      ,      

. , ,    

 ? " 

          “Bully; it has given me everything I asked it 
for. You’ve changed lots, Jimmy. I never thought 
you were so tall by two or three inches.” 

          "   .   .   

    .       ,      

      .|"   

          “Oh, I grew a bit after I was twenty.”        "            

. " 

          “Doing well in New York, Jimmy?”           "         ?"   

           “Moderately. I have a position in one of the 
city departments. Come on, Bob; we’ll go around 
to a place I know of, and have a good long talk 
about old times.” 

          "   .     

        .   ,  , 

      .  

    ." 

          The two men started up the street, arm in 
arm. The man from  the  West, his egotism
enlarged by success, was beginning  to  outline  

         ,  ,   . 

      

  ,     
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the  history  of  his career. The other, submerged in 
his overcoat, listened with interest. 

,   .  

,    ,   

. 

PAGE-30: 
          At the corner stood a drug store, brilliant 
with electric lights. When they came into this glare 
each of them turned simultaneously to gaze upon 
the other’s face. The man from the West stopped 
suddenly and released his arm. 

            ,   

      

.     

,      

   .   

 ,    . 

           “You’re not Jimmy Wells,” he snapped. 
“Twenty years is a long time, but not long enough 
to change a man’s nose from a Roman to a pug.” 

          "     !"   

 . "     

. ,  ,    

  ." 

         “It sometimes changes a good man into a bad 
one”, said the tall man. “You’ve been under arrest 
for ten minutes, ‘Silky’ Bob. Chicago thinks you 
may have dropped over our way and wires us she 
wants to have a chat with you. Going quietly, are 
you? That’s sensible. Now, before we go on to the 
station here’s a note I was asked to hand you. You 
may read it here at the window. It’s from 
Patrolman Wells.” 

        "  ,   ," 

   .  "     

, ' ' .,      

      

.   .   

  ?   . , 

    ,   

   . ,  

    .    

 ." 

          The man from the West unfolded the little 
piece of paper handed to him. His hand was steady 
when he began to read, but it trembled a little by 
the time he had finished. The note was rather short. 

             ,    

    .   

     ,  

 ,  .     . 

           “Bob, I was at the appointed place on time. 

When you struck the match to light your cigar I 

saw it was the face of the man wanted in Chicago. 

Somehow I couldn’t do it myself, so I went around 

and got a plainclothes man to do the job.” 

     " ,  ,     

.        

 ,  ,  ,  

  . ,    

 . ,   , 

      

.” 
! !

Police man - moving Watch with diamond lid Hotel – they met last
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Man – the Pretender The arrest Shocking letter
!

Write an essay of about 200 words by developing the following hints: (HY-18) 
a) Jimmy wells and Bob-friends-Lived in Chicago-Bob-west to make fortune-Jim-New York promise to meet 

after 20 years-Jim saw Bob-wanted criminal-in Chicago-sent a substitute arrested Bob.  (QTY-2018) 
b) A policeman-down the street-checking doors-a man standing-stops to talk-about the childhood friends who 

agreed to meet –after 20 years-his friend there shows up-how each of them has changed-The criminal –
arrested, and the undercover cop says-20 years-change a good man into a criminal.

 

SYNOPSIS 
Introduction
Two friends and their strange appointment
After Twenty Years 
Conclusion 

INTRODUCTION: 
 O Henry weaves a beautiful plot and leads his readers to a surprising climax in his story 'After Twenty 
Years' In this modern world of jungle rules, we encounter two steadfast friends who make a ridiculous 
agreement to meet after twenty years at the same venue and time. Both the friends arrive at the spot and an 
emotionally intensified narration transcends us into the world of these two friends. 
TWO FRIENDS AND THEIR STRANGE APPOINTMENT: 
 Bob and Jimmy were two thick friends. They were raised in New York. Bob was eighteen and Jimmy was 
twenty when they parted in their efforts to stabilize their careers. Bob moved to the West in search of fortune 
while Jimmy stayed back in New York. One day after dining at the Brady's restaurant, Bob and Jimmy who 
were just like brothers agreed to meet exactly after twenty years from that date and time. 

Man proposes; God disposes 
AFTER TWENTY YEARS: 
 O.Henry begins his narration from here and travels back later to make the readers understand the effects of 
the passage of time on people. Two young boys who set out into the world meet as grown ups with their lives in 
different paths. Bob waits near their meeting spot, the restaurant which has been torn down with a hardware 
store replacing it. A police man on patrol arrives at the spot a little later. Bob in his anxiety on looking at the cop 
clarifies his reason for standing at the spot. With his diamond pin and handsome watch, Bob seems to have done 
well in the West. The cop leaves the place after a brief chat. A tall man dressed in a long coat arrives after some 
time and calls out at Bob. It was Jimmy, who too had remembered their appointment. Bob shares his success 
story with his friend with pride and looks down on Jimmy who has settled down in a mediocre job. On seeing 
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Jimmy under a bright light, Bob finds out that there is a mistaken identity. This alerts the tall man who 
immediately takes Bob under arrest and hands over a note to him. It was sent by the real Jimmy, the policeman 
on patrol. He too had come to meet his friend on time. When he realizes that his friend has transformed into 
'Silky' Bob, the most wanted criminal in Chicago, he leaves the spot without revealing himself. He later sends a 
plainclothes man to arrest Bob as he didn't want to do it. The shattered Bob leaves in silence as he had involved 
in less virtuous activities when he had fought for success in the West. 

We have to present the accounts of our deeds at the court of time. 
CONCLUSION: 
 Jimmy chooses to follow the correct path to become the law enforcer while Bob, who is more ambitious, 
takes the short cuts to become the law breaker. This stark contrast in their life style and the fate of their destiny 
teach us a very valuable lesson. 

THERE ARE NO SHORTCUTS TO SUCCESS 
 
 

 
Story  : After Twenty Years 
Author  : O.Henry 
Characters  : Bob, Jimmy, Plain clothes man 
Theme  : Virtue rules the vice

 

  O. Henry talks about an agreement between two friends, Bob and Jimmy. They were raised in New 
York. They were like brothers. When Jimmy was 20, Bob was 18, they decided to move ahead to establish 
their careers. They also made an appointment to meet at the same venue, date and time after 20 years. Bob 
moved to the West. Jimmy stayed at New York. After 20 years Bob waits at the same venue for Jimmy. He 
too turns up but without revealing his identity. Bob has become the most wanted criminal of Chicago. 
Jimmy identifies him. Out of respect for their friendship, Jimmy doesn't arrest Bob. He sends a plain 
clothes man to do the job. Unaware of Jimmy's move, Bob gets arrested. The plain clothes man gives a note 
from Jimmy. On reading it, Bob gets shocked. Jimmy is a policeman. He has only made arrangements for 
Bob's arrest.  

WAY JUSTIFIES THE MEANS 

 

Bob and Jimmy were friends. 

They plan to meet at the same place, date and time after 20 years. 

Jimmy becomes a cop and Bob becomes a criminal. 

Bob waits at the same place after 20 years. 

Jimmy a policeman now, comes there and leaves soon. 

Jimmy finds out that Bob is a criminal. 

He sends another man to arrest his friend. 

Bob reads the note from Jimmy. 

He is shocked to know that the policeman was his friend, Jimmy. 
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