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Earthworm classification based on ecological strategies

Epigeics
(phytophagus)
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Epigeics (Greek for “upon the
earth”)

- Surface dwellers, Eg.
Perionyx excavatus and
Eudrilus eugeniae.

Anecics (Greek for “up from
the earth” or “out of the
earth”)

- Found in upper layers of the
soil, Eg. Lampito

mauritii, Lumbricus terrestris.

Endogeics (Greek for “within
the earth”)

found in

deeper layers of the soil Eg.
Octochaetona

thurstoni.
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