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PART - IV  
(41-47)–PROSE-POETRY–SUP.RDR & OTHERS - (7x5=35 MARKS) 

 

Prose Paragraph 5 404 

Poetry Paragraph 5 404 

Supplementary Paragraph 5 404 

Note-Making / Summarizing / Writing  

Biographical Sketch

Writing a Report  
5

404

413

416

Prose Comprehension 5 418 

Poetry Comprehension  424 

Letter Writing  

General Paragraph

Expansion of  Proverbs

Report Writing 

5 427

440

445

447

Construction of Dialogues

Developing Hints into a Story 

Grammar Exercises 

5 450

455

459

 

Fwpg;G:  

 kkjpg;ngz;fSf;F (Marks) kl;LNk ttpdhj;jhs; jpl;l tiuT (Blue Print) Kiw 

gpd;gw;wg;gLfpwJ. ttpdh vz;fSf;F (Question Numbers) tpdhj;jhs; jpl;l tiuT (Blue Print) 
Kiw fpilahJ. vdNt me;je;j gpupTfspy; (Part) Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;s ttpdhf;fspy; jiyg;Gfs; 
me;je;jg; gpupTfspy; vve;j tpdh vz;fspy; (Question Number)Ntz;LkhdhYk; Nfl;fg;glyhk;. 

Question Numbers – epiyahdJ my;y. 
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djvfjmh<!hGkqbqzqVf<K!(PROSE) hGkqbqzqVf<K//////!!
! !!!nvSh<!ohiKk<Okv<uqz<!Ogm<gh<hMl<!uqeig<gt<!
!

PART- I                  1-3     Synonyms      3 x 1 = 3 
                   4-6     Antonyms      3 x 1 = 3 
PART- III            34-36    Prose Questions (Any 2 out of 3)              2 x 3 = 6 
PART-IV            41         Prose Paragraph (Either…or…type)   1 x 5 = 5!
Vocabulary, Grammar, Language Skills, Writing, Reading Exercises will be asked from 
the Book back Exercises. 

! !!!!!!!!!!!!!Total Marks = 17 
PART-I

1-3     Choose the correct Synonyms       3 x 1 = 3 
ogiMg<gh<hm<m!uig<gqbk<kqz<!nncg<Ogicm<cVg<Gl<!))Underline)!uiv<k<jkg<G!--j{bie!nv<k<kl<!
ogi{<m! uiv<k<jkjb?! kvh<hm<Mt<t! 55! uqjmgtqzqVf<K! Okv<f<okMk<K! wPk! Ou{<Ml</! -f<kh<!

hGkq!uqeig<gTg<G!uqjmbtqg<g!Prose!hGkqbqz<!yu<ouiV!himk<kqZl<!dt<t!Glossary!hGkq!
)hg<gr<gt<! 5?6?49?81?219?253?281?282*! ! uiv<k<jkgjt! fe<G! hck<Kg<ogit<tUl</! OlZl<! fl<!

upqgim<c!jgObm<cz<!dt<t!Synonym!hGkq!uiv<k<jkgjt!fe<G!hck<Kg<ogit<tUl</!
!

4-6     Choose the correct Antonyms       3 x 1 = 3 
ogiMg<gh<hm<m! uig<gqbk<kqz<! nncg<Ogicm<cVg<Gl<! ))Underline*! uiv<k<jkg<G! wwkqvie! nv<k<kl<!
ogi{<m! uiv<k<jkjb?! kvh<hm<Mt<t! 55! uqjmgtqzqVf<K! Okv<f<okMk<K! wPk! Ou{<Ml</! -f<kh<!

hGkq!uqeig<gTg<G!uqjmbtqg<g!Prose!hGkqbqz<!yu<ouiV!himk<kqZl<!dt<t!Glossary!hGkq!
)hg<gr<gt<!7?!49?!85*!dt<t!Antonym!hGkq!uiv<k<jkgjt!fe<G!hck<Kg<ogit<tUl</!OlZl<!
fl<!upqgim<c!jgObm<cz<!dt<t!Antonym!hGkq!uiv<k<jkgjt!fe<G!hck<Kg<ogit<tUl</!
!

PART-III

34-36   Prose Questions (Any 2 out of 3)                  2 x 3 = 6 
uqeik<kitqz<<!Prose!!hGkqbqzqVf<K!44!uqeig<gt<!ogiMg<gh<hm<cVg<Gl</!nux<Xt<!wjuObEl<!
3!uqeig<gTg<G!uqjmbtqg<g!Ou{<Ml</!uqjmgjtg<!Gjxf<khm<sl<!33!uig<gqbr<gtqz<!wPkUl</!

uqjmgt<!331.41!uiv<k<jkg<Gt<!njlBliX!hiv<k<Kg<ogit<tUl</!fl<!upqgim<c!jgObm<cz<!Prose!
hGkqbqz<!dt<t!uqei!uqjmgjt!fe<G!hck<Kg<ogit<tUl</!
!

PART-IV
41   Prose Paragraph (Either…or…type)      1 x 5 = 5 
uqeik<kitqz<<!Prose!!hGkqbqzqVf<K!33!uqeig<gt<!ogiMg<gh<hm<cVg<Gl</!nux<Xt<!wjuObEl<!
2!uqeiUg<G!uqjmbtqg<g!Ou{<Ml</!uqjmgjtg<!Gjxf<khm<sl<! 77.9!uig<gqbr<gtqz<!wPkUl</!

uqjmgt<! 2236.261! uiv<k<jkg<Gt<! njlBliX! hiv<k<Kg<ogit<tUl</! fl<! upqgim<c! jgObm<cz<!

Prose!hGkqbqz<!dt<t!hk<kq!uqei!uqjmgjt!fe<G!hck<Kg<ogit<tUl</!
!

Vocabulary, Grammar, Language Skills, Writing, Reading Exercises - hGkq!uqeig<gTg<G!
uqjmbtqg<g!fl<!upqgim<c!jgObm<cz<<!dt<t!Book Back Exercises!hGkqbqz<!dt<t!uqei!
uqjmgjt!fe<G!hck<Kg<ogit<tUl</!!

/!
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Prose-1
TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA 

 
A J Cronin

 

About The Author:- 
 Archibald Joseph Cronin (1896–
1981) was a Scottish novelist, dramatist 
and physician. A doctor by training, 
Cronin was one of the most renowned 
storytellers of the twentieth century. 
Many of his stories have emerged from 
his medical career and are noted for their 
narrative skill, deep social conscience 
and finely drawn characters. Cronin’s 
books were not only bestsellers but some 
of them (such as The Citadel and The 
Keys of the Kingdom) were made into 
successful films and were adapted for 
radio and television. His novella Country 
Doctor was adapted for a long running 
BBC radio and TV series. 

Nsqvqbjvh<!hx<xq;!

  

Mr;rp ghy;l; N[hrg; f;Nuhdpd; ];fhl;yhe;ij Nrh;e;j 

,yf;fpathjp Mthh;. gapw;rp ngw;w kUj;Jtuha; ,Ug;gpDk;> 

fijfs; nrhy;tjpy; 20-k; E}w;whz;bd; Kf;fpa];juhf 

tpsq;fpdhh;. ,tuJ midj;J fijfspYk; kUj;Jtk; gw;wpAk;> 

fijr; nrhy;yhw;wy; gw;wpAk;> r%f czh;T gw;wpAk; mtUila 

rpwe;j ghj;jpu gilg;Gfs; %yk; r%fj;jpw;F fhl;lg;gLfpwJ. 

,tuJ Gj;jfq;fs; rpwe;j tpw;gidia nfhLg;gJ kl;Lk; 

my;yhky; mit thndhyp kw;Wk; njhiyf;fhl;rpfspy; 

xspg;gug;gLk; rpwe;j glq;fshfTk; ,Ue;jd. ,tUila 

Gjpdk; ‘Country Doctor’ BBC radio Yk; TV series Yk; 

neLe;njhluhf ntspaplg;gl;lJ. 

 

 :   

 ,  ,   ,       .  

   . .     . ,    

 . ,     ,     

 .           

 ,     .       .   

       ,  

 .   , ,      

   ,           

. 
 

PROSE TRANSLATION 

 

PROSE klqpig<gl<!

PAGE - 1 
Here is a story about love, devotion, sacrifice, 
sincerity and maturity displayed by two little 
boys in their actions to save the life of their 
sister who suffers from tuberculosis of the 
spine. Read the story to find out how their 
actions give a new hope for humanity. 

      

   , 

  .   

, ,     

       

       

 . 

As we drove through the foothills of the Alps 
two small boys stopped us on the outskirts of 

      

   ,   
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Verona. They were selling wild strawberries. 
“Don’t buy,” warned Luigi, our cautious driver. 
“You will get much better fruit in Verona. 
Besides, these boys.....” 

    . , 

    . " 

     , "       

    .     

..." . 

He shrugged his shoulders to convey his 
disapproval of their shabby appearance. 

  , 

   ,  

. 

 One boy had on a worn jersey and cut-off 

khaki pants; the other a shortened army tunic 

gathered in loose folds about his skinny frame. 

Yet, gazing at the two little figures, with their 

brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest eyes, 

we felt ourselves strangely attracted. My 

companion spoke to the boys, discovered that 

they were brothers. Nicola, the elder, was 13; 

Jacopo, who barely came up to the door handle 

of the car, was nearly 12. We bought their 

biggest basket, and then set off toward town. 

  ,      

 .  ,  

   ,   

       
.        

  ,  , 

  ,  

      . 

  ,  ,   

    . , 

  13    .     

      12  

     .  ,  

        

   . 

PAGE - 2 

Next morning, coming out of our hotel, we saw 

our friends bent over shoe shine boxes beside 

the fountain in the public square, doing brisk 

business. 

  ,        

  ,  ,   

          

       

. 

We watched for a few moments; then as trade 

slackened we went over. They greeted us with 

friendly faces. 

        ,  

     ,  

.      

 . 

 “I thought you picked fruit for a living,” I 

said.” We do many things, sir,” Nicola 

answered seriously. He glanced at us hopefully. 

“Often we show visitors through the town ... to 

Juliet’s tomb ... and other places of interest.” 

"   ,  
 ."   

. "      ,"   

    .  

   , " , 

    

....  ,     

  ."    
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 “All right,” I smiled. “You take us along.” " "   . " ,  

.!"   

As we made the rounds, my interest was again 

provoked by their remarkable demeanour. 

They were childish enough, and in many ways 

quite artless. Jacopo was lively as a squirrel. 

Nicola’s smile was steady and engaging. Yet in 

both these boyish faces there was a seriousness 

which was far beyond their years. In the week 

which followed we saw them frequently, for 

they proved extremely useful to us. If we 

wanted a pack of American cigarettes, or seats 

for the opera or the name of good restaurant, 

Nicola and Jacopo could be relied upon to 

satisfy our needs. What struck one most was 

their willingness to work. During these summer 

days, under the hot sun, they shined shoes, sold 

fruit, hawked newspapers, conducted tourists 

round the town, and ran errands.

    ,    

      . 

   ,    

,       
.       

  . ,      

.         

 .   , 

  .  

  .    

    

  , 

      

,       

,   . 

   ,     

  .  

,       

,    .  
.   . 

  .   

 . 

One night, we came upon them in the windy 

and deserted square, resting on the stone 

pavement beneath the lights. Nicola sat upright, 

tired. A bundle of unsold newspapers lay at his 

feet. Jacopo, his head resting upon his brother’s 

shoulder was asleep. It was nearly midnight. 

  , ,       

 , ,  

     

 . ,   

 .     

  .     

      .  

    . 

 “Why are you out so late, Nicola?” "       ,  " 

“Waiting for the last bus from Padua. We shall 

sell all our papers when it comes in.”  

"           
 .   ,     

   .:"  

“Must you work so hard? You both look rather 

tired.”

"        ?     

  !"   

 “We are not complaining, sir.” "    ..! " 

But next morning, when I went over to the 

fountain to have my shoes shined, I said, 

,   , ,   

  ,    ," 

,  ,   ,  
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“Nicola, the way you and Jacopo work, you 

must earn quite a bit. You spend nothing on 

clothes. You eat little enough --- when I see you 

have a meal it’s usually black bread and figs. 

Tell me, what do you do with your money?” 

    .    

   .---  

  . --     

,     , 

  .     

 ,  ?".. 

He coloured deeply under his sunburn, and then 
grew pale. He looked to the ground. 

     

   .   

. 

 “You must be saving up to emigrate to 

America,” I suggested. He looked at me 

sideways, spoke with an effort. 

"     Nrh;j;J 

itf;FwPq;f,"   . , 

    ,   

  . 

 “We should greatly like to go to the States. But 

here, at present, we have other plans.” 

“`    . 

,      

." 

PAGE - 3 
“What plans?” 

 
"   ?” 

He smiled uncomfortably. “Just plans, sir,” he 
answered in a low voice. 

"    , "   

, ,"     . 

 “Well,” I said, “we’re leaving on Monday. Is 

there anything I can do for you before we go?” 

Nicola shook his head, but suddenly Jacopo 

said, “Sir,” he burst out, “every Sunday we 

make a visit to the country, to Poleta, 30 

kilometres from here. Usually we hire bicycles.  

" .      . 

   ,   

 ?" .     

 . ,  , " , 

      30 

       

.  ,   

 . 

But tomorrow, since you are so kind, you might 

send us in your car.” 

,     , 
          

." . 

I had already told Luigi he might have the 

Sunday off. However, I answered, “I’ll drive 

you out myself.” 

,   ,    

    
, ,"    .:"  

. 

There was a pause. Nicola was glaring at his 
young brother in vexation. “We could not think 
of troubling you, sir.” 

      .  , 

     . "    
    ! :" . 

 “It won’t be any trouble.” "      ." 

He bit his lip, then, in a rather put out tone, he 
said, “Very well.” 

   , ,     
, ,  "  .   
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The following afternoon we drove to the tiny 
village set high upon the hillside. I imagined 
that our destinations would be some humble 
dwellings. But, directed by Jacopo, we drew up 
at a large red-roofed villa, surrounded by a high 
stone wall. I could scarcely believe my eyes and 
before I could recover breath my two 
passengers had leaped from the car. 

    ,    

       

.         

      . , 

        

 ,          

 .        

     . 

 “We shall not be long, sir. Perhaps only an 

hour. May be you’d like to go to the cafe in the 

village for a drink?” They disappeared beyond 

the corner of the wall. 

“        .     

     . ,    

      

 ?" ,      

    . 

After a few minutes I followed. I found a grilled 

side-entrance and, determinedly, rang the bell. 

   ,   . 

            

.   ,  

 .   

A pleasant-looking woman with steel-rimmed 
spectacles appeared. I blinked as I saw that she 
was dressed in the white uniform of a trained 
nurse. 

        

    . ,     

    , 

     . 

 “I just brought two small boys here.” "       

." . 

 “Ah, yes.” Her face lit up; she opened the door 

to admit me. “Nicola and Jacopo. I will take 

you up.” 

" ."     ,   

      . " 

. .         

 ."   

She led me through a cool, tiled vestibule into 

the hospital – for hospital the villa had become. 

At the door of a little cubicle the nurse paused, 

put her finger to her lips, and with a smile bade 

me look through the glass partition. The two 

boys were seated at the bedside of a girl of 

about twenty who, propped up on pillows, 

wearing a pretty lace jacket, was listening to 

their chatter, her eyes soft and tender. One 

 ,            

,      . 

,     ,    

.         

  .   ,    

        ,  

,        

.     ,  

  .  , 

    ,  

        

.         

  ,     

.     

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

Padasalai



DOLPHIN-12TH ENG                                 PROSE                                  STEP TO SUCCESS 
 

 

dolphin.pub2005@gmail.com                                                     www.kalvidolphin.in 7

could see at a glance her resemblance to her 

brothers. A vase of wild flowers stood on her 

table, beside a dish of fruit and several books. 

,    .     

      

      .   

  ,      . 

     ,  . " 

 “Won’t you go in?” the nurse murmured. 
“Lucia will be pleased to see you.” 

     ?"    

  . '    
"  . 

I shook my head and turned away. I felt I could 
not bear to intrude upon this happy family 
party. But at the foot of the staircase I drew up 
and begged her to tell me all she knew about 
these boys. 

,  ,    .  

      

      . 

,    ,    

    

.   

She was eager to do so. They were, she 

explained, quite alone in the world, except for 

this sister, Lucia. Their father, a widower, a 

well-known singer, had been killed in the early 

part of the war. Shortly afterward a bomb had 

destroyed their home and thrown the three 

children into the streets. They had always 

known a comfortable and cultured life – Lucia 

had herself been training as a singer– and they 

had suffered horribly from near starvation and 

exposure to the cold winter. 

     .  

.       , 
    ,   .  

   ,    .     

  . ,      

  .     

,    ,  

       . , 

  ,    . , 

    ,    

  . --    

  -- ,  

,    . 

PAGE - 4 
For months they had barely kept themselves 

alive in a sort of shelter they built with their 

own hands amidst the rubble. Then for three 

years the Germans ruled the city. The boys 

grew to hate the Germans. When the resistance 

movement began secretly to form they were 

among the first to join. When the war was over, 

and we had peace at last, they came back to 

their beloved sister. And they found her –

suffering from tuberculosis of the spine.” 

 
   ,   , 

    ,     

    .  , 

,       .  

  ,     

.      

 ,      

 .  ,   

. ,  

  ... 

      

 .  
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She paused, took a quick breath. “Did they give 

up? I do not have to answer that question. They 

brought her here, persuaded us to take her into 

the hospital. In the twelve months she has been 

our patient she has made good progress. There 

is every hope that one day she will walk– and 

sing–again.” 

“ ,  ,   
. "     ?"  "  

   .  ,   

   . , 

 ,    . 

    ,       

 .      

  .   ,     

,         ."   

“Of course, everything is so difficult now, food 

so scarce and dear, we could not keep going 

unless we charged a fee. But every week, 

Lucia’s brothers have made their payment.” She 

added simply, “I don’t know what they do, I do 

not ask. Work is scarce in Verona. But 

whatever it is, I know they do it well.” 

" ,     . 

     .    

   .     

      fl;bLthq;f .   , 
"    .   

 .     

  . ,     

,        nra;thq;fd;D 
."   

“Yes,” I agreed. “They couldn’t do it better.” " "     .      

    ."   

I waited outside until the boys rejoined me, and 

then drove them back to the city. They sat 

beside me, not speaking. For my part, I did not 

say a word–I knew they would prefer to feel 

that they had safely kept their secret. Yet their 

devotion had touched me deeply. 

          ,  

  . ,   

  .    
.  ,      . ... 

        

   . 
,    , 

     .   

War had not broken their spirit. Their selfless 
action brought a new nobility to human life, 
gave promise of a greater hope for human 
society. 

      .    

  ,       

  .   ,    

      . 

PICTURES FOR UNDERSTANDING 

 

Nicola – 13 years Jacopo – 12 years Narrator Lucia-Sister-20 years 
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Nurse Luigi - Driver Selling Strawberries Polishing Shoes 

WORD SYNONYM klqp<!nv<k<kl<

artless innocent, natural mg;ghtpj;jdkhd 

bade attempted Kaw;rpj;jy; 

barely hardly vJTkpd;wp 

begged pleaded Ntz;Ljy;> nfQ;Rjy; 

blinked winked fz; rpkpl;Ljy; 

brisk energetic Jbg;Gs;s 

burst exploded ntbg;G 

cautious thoughtful rpe;jid 

chatter talk Ngr;R 

childish immature Kjph;r;rp ,y;yhj 

coloured blushed ntl;fg;gLjy; 

convey express ntspg;;gLj;Jjy; 

cubicle workspace Ntiy nra;Ak; rpwpa ,lk; 

cultured refined ehfhPfKs;s 

demeanour appearance Njhw;wk; 

deserted uninhabited Ml;fs; ,y;yhj 

destination journey's end gazj;jpd; KbT 

devotion commitment mu;g;gzpg;G 

drew moved ,Oj;jy; 

dwelling residence ciwtplk; 

earnest serious Cf;fkhd 

emigrate relocate ,lk; ngaUjy; 

errands tasks rpW nray;fs;> rpW Ntiyfs; 

exposure vulnerability ntspf;fhl;Ljy; 

frame physique cly; 

gazing watching ftdpj;jy;> ghu;j;jy; 

glanced looked ghh;j;jy; 

glaring staring cw;W Nehf;Fjy; 

grilled fenced Ntyp NghLjy; 

hawk sell things crying aloud nghUl;fis $tpf;$tp tpw;gJ 

horribly dreadfully gaq;fukhd 

intrude interrupt ,ila+W 

leaped jumped jhTjy; 

SYNONYMS 
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WORD SYNONYM klqp<!nv<k<kl<

living income tUkhdk; 

nobility dignity Nkd;ik> fz;zpak; 

opera play with music ,ir ehlfk; 

outskirts borders vy;iyg;Gwk; 

partition divider ghfk; gphpj;jy; 

pause silence /stop mikjp 

persuaded convinced ,zq;f itj;jy; 

pleased happy kfpo;r;rpailjy; 

prefer to choose Njh;T nra;jy; 

propped upheld Mjhpj;jy; 

proved confirmed ep&gpj;jy; 

provoked activated nray;gl J}z;Ljy; 

rejoined reunited kPz;Lk; ,izj;jy; 

relied trusted ek;gpf;ifAs;s 

remarkable extraordinary Fwpg;gplj;jf;f 

resemblance similarity xj;j jd;ik 

resistance opposition vjph;g;G 

rubble debris ,be;j nghUl;fs; 

scarce insufficient jl;Lg;ghL> gw;whf;Fiw 

shabby ragged fpope;j> fe;jyhd 

shrug to raise one’s shoulders Njhs;fis FYf;Fjy; 

slackened reduced Fiwg;gJ 

spirit temperament/attitude kd epiy 

starvation hunger grp> gl;bdp 

struck affected ghjpf;fg;gl;l 

tangled messy FsWgbahd 

tender gentle nkd;ikahd 

troubling disturbing njhy;iy jUtJ 

tunic a loose outer garment ePz;l jsh;thd Mil 

uncomfortably uneasily mnrsfhpakhd 

upright erect Neuhf epw;gJ> nel;Lf;Fj;jyhf 

vestibule lobby tPl;bd; Kd;diw 

vexation upset, annoyance ntWg;G+l;Ljy; 

villa country house fpuhkj;J tPL 

WORD ANTONYMS klqp<!nv<k<kl<

admit X deny kWj;jy; 

alive X dead ,wj;jy; 

artless X complicated rpf;fyhd 

barely X easily vspjhf 

begged X commanded cj;jutpLjy; 

beloved X despised ntWj;jy; 

better X worse Nkhrkhd 

ANTONYMS 

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

Padasalai



DOLPHIN-12TH ENG                                 PROSE                                  STEP TO SUCCESS 
 

 

dolphin.pub2005@gmail.com                                                     www.kalvidolphin.in 11

WORD ANTONYMS klqp<!nv<k<kl<

brisk X slow nkJthd 

burst X peace mikjp 

cautious X reckless ftdkw;w 

chatter X whisper fpRfpRj;jy; 

childish X mature Kjph;r;rpahd 

convey X refrain tpyfp ,Uj;jy; 

cultured X uncivilized ehfPfkw;w 

deserted X inhabited kf;fs; Fbakh;jy; 

destination X beginning Jtf;fk; 

destroyed X intact gOJglhj 

determinedly X half-heartedly miu kdJs;s 

devotion X negligence myl;rpak; 

disapproval X approval xg;Gjy;> mq;fPfhuk; 

drew X shoved js;Sjy; 

earnest X insincere ngha;ahd 

emigrate X return jpUk;gp tUjy; 

engaging X unattractive ftu;r;rpaw;w 

exposure X safety ghJfhg;G 

frequently X seldom mhpjha; 

friendly X unfriendly el;gw;w 

gazing X ignoring Gwf;fzpj;jy; 

glanced X studied $h;e;J ghh;j;jy; 

greatly X mildly kpUJthd 

grilled X opening jpwg;G 

hire X own fpiuak; ngWjy; 

hopefully X despairingly tpuf;jpAWjy; 

horribly X pleasantly ,dpikahd 

humble X arrogant ful;L Kul;Lj;jdkhd 

interest X neglect epuhfhpj;jy; 

intrude X exit ntspNaWjy; 

leaped X descended fPNo ,wq;Fjy; 

lively X lethargic Nrhk;Ngwpj;jdkhd 

loose X tight ,Wf;fkhd 

nobility X dishonour mtkhpahij 

outskirts X downtown efhpd; cl;Gwk; 

pale X bright gpufhrkhd 

pause X continue njhLjy; 

peace X war Nghh;> Aj;jk; 

persuaded X dissuaded kdj;ijj; jpUg;G 

pleased X displeased kdk; tUe;Jjy; 

prefer X hate ntWj;jy; 

progress X regression gpd;dilT 

propped X weakened gytPdkiljy; 

proved X disproved ngha;ahf;Fjy;> ,y;iynad ep&gpj;jy; 
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WORD ANTONYMS klqp<!nv<k<kl<

provoked X prevented jLj;jy; 

public X private jdpg;gl;l 

quite X extremely kpfTk; 

relied X distrusted ek;gpf;ifaw;w 

remarkable X ordinary rhjhuzkhd 

resemblance X difference NtWgLjy; 

resistance X surrender ruziljy; 

satisfy X dissatisfy mjpUg;jp miljy; 

saving X spending nrytpLjy; 

scarce X abundant mghptpjkhd> epiwa 

scarcely X fully epiwa 

secretly X openly jpwe;j> ntspg;gilahd 

selfless X selfish RaeyKs;s 

shabby X elegant kpLf;fhd 

skinny X fat Fz;lhd> jbj;j 

slackened X tightened ,Wf;fkhd 

starvation X plenty mghptpjkhd 

struck X unaffected ghjpg;gw;w 

suffered X avoided jtph;j;jy; 

suggested X opposed vjph;j;jy; 

tangled X tidy Rj;jkhd 

tender X rough Kulhd 

thrown X caught gpbj;jy; 

tiny X enormous nghpa 

trained X untrained gapw;rpaw;w 

troubling X soothing ,jkspf;fpw 

uncomfortably X comfortably trjpahd 

upright X inclined rha;thd 

vexation X satisfaction jpUg;jp 

wild X gentle nkd;ikahd> espdkhd 

worn  X elegant moFila 

I. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences each based on your understanding of 
the story. (PAGE-5) 
a) Who did the narrator meet at the outskirts of Verona? 
  The narrator met two boys, Nicola and Jacopo, at the outskirts of Verona. 

b) Why did the driver not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys?  
 The driver did not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys because of their shabby 
appearance.  

SHORT ANSWERS 
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c) The boys did not spend much on clothes and food. Why?  
 The boys did not spend much on clothes and food because they were saving money for the 
treatment of their beloved sister, Lucia, who was suffering from tuberculosis. 

d) Were the boys saving money to go to the States? How do you know? 
 No, the boys were not saving money to go to the States. When the narrator sarcastically asks 
the boys whether they had plans to migrate to the States they reply that they had other plans 
to be completed at Verona. 

e) Why did the author avoid going to Lucia’s room?  
 The author avoided for going to Lucia’s room because he didn’t want to intervene into the 
happy reunion of the boys with their beloved sister, Lucia. 

f) What was Lucia suffering from?  
  Lucia was suffering from tuberculosis of the spine. 

g) What made the boys join the resistance movement against the Germans?  
 The boys joined the resistance movement against the Germans because the war had killed 
their father and left them homeless on the streets. 

h)  
 

II. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each.  
a) Describe the appearance of Nicola and Jacopo.  

 Nicola and Jacopa had a shabby appearance as they were poorly dressed and looked untidy. 
With their tangled hair and worn out, loose fitting clothes about their skinny frame, they looked 
pitiable. 
 

b) What were the various jobs undertaken by the little boys?  
 The little boys sold strawberries, polished shoes, hawked newspapers, conducted tourists 
round the town and ran errands. 
 

c) How did the narrator help the boys on Sunday?  
 The narrator took them in his car to a place called Poleta about 30 km from Verona. The 
boys made a visit to Poleta every Sunday. Usually, they hired a cycle for the trip.  
 

d) Who took the author to the cubicle?
 The narrator dropped the boys at a villa in Poleta. They jumped from the car and rushed
into the building. When the narrator followed them he was greeted by a nurse.  On enquiry 
about the whereabouts of the boys, she took him to the cubicle.  
 

e) Describe the girl with whom the boys were talking to in the cubicle.  
 The girl was about twenty and strongly resembled the two boys. She was wearing a pretty 
lace jacket and was listening to their chatter. Her eyes were soft and tender. She was suffering 
from tuberculosis of the spine. She had intense love and affection for her brothers. 
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f) Recount the untold sufferings undergone by the siblings after they were rendered homeless.
The siblings suffered horribly from near starvation and exposure to the cold winter. They 

lost their comfortable and cultured life as their father had been killed in the early part of the 
war. They kept themselves barely alive in a sort of shelter they built with their own hands. 
 

g) The narrator did not utter a word and preferred to keep the secret to himself. Why? 
 Substantiate the  statement with reference to the story.  

 The narrator understands that the boys worked hard to support their sick sister's 
treatment. But they didn't wish disclose it to anyone as they valved their dignity and self 
respect more than sympathy or financial help. The narrator sensed it when the boys refused to 
discuss their 'other plans' with him and also when they didn't take him into the villa. So he did 
not utter a word and preferred to keep the secret to himself. 

h)  What made the boys work so hard? 
 The boy worked so hard owing to their sister’s health & pay for her treatment. 
i)  Why didn’t the boys disclose their problem to the author? 
 The boy did not disclose their problem to the author because they wanted to keep the issue as their  
 secret.  
 

3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100–150 words each. 
a) What was the driving force that made the boys do various jobs?  
b) How was the family affected by the war?  
c) Write a character sketch of Nicola and Jacopo.
d) What message is conveyed through the story ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’?  
e) Justify the title of the story ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’.  
f) Adversity brings out the best as well as the worst in people. Elucidate this statement with  

reference  to the story.  
g) Which character do you like the most in the story and why?  

 

 
 

 Devotion and dedication towards true relationships revive the spirit of humanity in mankind. Selfless 
sacrifice speaks the language of universal peace. The story 'Two Gentlemen of Verona' instills the spirit of 
nobility that can be practised even at times of adversity in the minds of young readers. 
 

Introduction 
Nicola and Jacopo- true Gentlemen
Secret Mission 
Conclusion

INTRODUCTION: 
  A.J. Cronin has successfully portrayed that gentlemanliness is not in our dress or behaviour but it is in 
the true soul that toils for the well being of a fellow human being. The story explains the importance of 
leading a life of sacrifice to experience real happiness. The young boys set perfect examples of noble living 

PARAGRAPH FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 
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in this materialistic world. The narrator presents role models who can enlighten the path of the young 
generation.  
 

NICOLA AND JACOPO - TRUE GENTLEMEN: 
 The story revolves around the two boys, Nicola and Jacopo, who do numerous errands to earn money 
only to pay for their sister's treatment who suffers from tuberculosis of the spine. These modern 
'Gentlemen' redefine the concept of what it means to be gentleman. The narrator and his friend meet the 
boys at the outskirts of Verona. They were selling strawberries. Next time when they meet, the boys were 
polishing shoes. They are found selling newspapers late night. The narrator is amazed at their sincerity, 
devotion and maturity. He even suspects about their plans to emigrate to America. But the boys refuse 
saying they have other plans.  
 

SECRET MISSION: 

 The narrator gets curious to know about the boys. They were not ashamed of doing menial jobs. They 
offered to help the narrator during his stay at Verona as they could earn some good money. He was 
astonished to see that the boys worked hard yet lived meagerly. When he offers help, Jacopo asks him to 
drop them at Poleta. It is only here, the narrator gets the mystery unveiled. Lucia, the boys' sister, was 
admitted in a hospital as she was suffering from tuberculosis. The narrator follows them and finds details 
about their secret mission from a nurse. Their cultured life got shattered due to war. They lost their father 
and was left homeless on the streets. When they realized that Lucia had tuberculosis, they ensured that she 
received the best treatment. The ultimate mission of the boys' life centered on the welfare of their beloved 
sister. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

 The boys seem to be a surprise pack of values in this modern era of selfishness. They don’t disclose 
their problems to the narrator as they didn't want to lose their dignity and self-respect demanding sympathy 
or financial help.  Behind their shabby appearances were hidden two noble souls whose dedication and 
selflessness promise a new hope for mankind. 
 

Don't Lament on your loses, leap ahead to shatter your tangles. 
 

 
 

Title  : Two Gentlemen of Verona 
Author : A.J. Cronin 
Characters : Nicola, Jacopo, Narrator, His friend and Lucia 
Theme  : Appearances are deceptive 

 

 The narrator met Nicola and Jacopa at the outskirts of Verona. They were looking shabby and 
untidy. He was attracted by their earnest eyes. During his stay at Verona, he spots the 'little 
gentlemen' engaged in some menial jobs. They even offer to help the narrator. Their willingness to 
work impressed him. Their meager life style puzzled him. The narrator drops them at Poleta for their 
weekly visits and gets to know about their secret mission from a nurse. Their family gets shattered 
with war. The boys along with their sister, Lucia, are left on the streets. The girl suffers due to 
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tuberculosis. The boys toil hard for her treatment. Inspite of poverty, they don’t steal, lie or beg. 
The narrator could sense that the boys were the real gentlemen. They exhibited dedication,
determination and sincerity. Despite their shabby appearance, they were shining like heavenly 
creatures due to their inner beauty.  
 

Life blossoms when nobility blooms among mankind 
 
 

 

 
 

Nicola and Jacopa were two small boys. 
They did several works to earn money. 
Cronin likes them a lot 
Lucia, their sister, is sick with tuberculosis. 
They spend money for her treatment. 
They keep it as a secret. 
Cronin is surprised and happy to see them.  
They were noble, gentle and great human 

beings. 

VOCABULARY 
a) Read the following words taken from the story. Give 
two synonyms and one antonym for each of these words. 
Use a dictionary, if required. (PAGE-6) 

Word Synonym  Antonym 
cautious     thoughtful careful reckless 
disapprove criticize condemn approve 
brisk energetic hurried slow 
engaging attractive appealing unattractive 
humble modest unpretentious arrogant 
eager keen excited unenthusiastic 
resistance opposition struggle surrender 
persuade convince urge dissuade 
scarce rare unusual common 
nobility dignity goodness dishonour 

 

B) HOMOPHONES AND CONFUSABLES: 
i) Given below is a list of common confusables. 
Distinguish the meaning of e ach pair of words by 
framing your own sentences.  
a) emigrate - immigrate 
 Rahul has emigrated from Australia to Japan. 

The refugees were permitted to immigrate into Spain. 

b) beside - besides 
 You can sit beside me during the music class. 
 Besides dancing she learns driving too. 
 

c) judicial - judicious 
 The criminal is under judicial remand for a week. 
 We should be judicious in our selection of friends. 

d) Eligible - illegible 
 She is eligible for the job. 
 Your handwriting is so bad, it’s almost illegible. 

e) Conscience - conscious 
My conscience troubles me whenever I take a wrong 
decision. 

 He was severely injured but remained conscious. 
 

f) industrial - industrious 
 We need industrial development in our country. 
 Industrious students succeed in their life. 
 

g) eminent - imminent 
 Toru Dutt is an eminent poet. 
 A storm is imminent as we have strong winds. 
 

h) illicit - elicit 
 The court condemned illicit production of liquor. 
 You can't elicit a response from the public now. 
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Poem-1
THE CASTLE

Edwin Muir
 

About The Author:- 
 Edwin Muir (1887-1959) was a renowned 
Scottish poet, novelist, translator and critic. He was 
remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing 
poetry at a relatively old age, and over the course of 
several years worked out an individual, 
philosophical style for which he gained recognition 
later in his life. First Poems and Chorus of the 
Newly Dead contain Muir’s initial attempts. Muir’s 
later collections include Variations on a Time 
Theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage and Other 
Poems, The Labyrinth, and One Foot in Eden. 

Mrpupaiug; gw;wp: 

  ( . . 1887 -1959 ) .

    ,

. .  
.

.

. ,

.  First 
poems and Chorus of the Newly Dead, Variations on a Time 
Theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage and other Poems, 
The Labyrinth, One Foot in Eden . 

 

 : vj;jifa tpRthrkhdtu;fisAk; JNuhfk; nra;a itf;Fk; Mw;wy; gzj;jpw;F cz;L. NkYk; 

ek;gpf;if JNuhfk; vj;jifa typikahd Nfhl;iliaAk; jfu;j;njupAk; Mw;wy; nfhz;lJ. 
 

 
 

POEM LINES jkpohf;fk; 

All through that summer at ease we lay, 
And daily from the turret wall 
We watched the mowers in the hay  
And the enemy half a mile away  
They seemed no threat to us at all. 

, .   

,  ,

.

.

 . 

For what, we thought, had we to fear 

With our arms and provender, load on load, 

Our towering battlements, tier on tier, 

And friendly allies drawing near  

On every leafy summer road. 

  ?  

, .

.

  
   

.  
Our gates were strong, our walls were thick,  

So smooth and high, no man could win 

A foothold there, no clever trick  

Could take us dead or quick,  

Only a bird could have got in. 

.

 .  .

 
 .

,  ,

.

. 

What could they offer us for bait? 
Our captain was brave and we were true… 

 ?

, .
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There was a little private gate, 
A little wicked wicket gate. 
The wizened warder let them through. 

.

,  .

,
.   

Oh then our maze of tunneled stone  
Grew thin and treacherous as air.  
The cause was lost without a groan,  
The famous citadel overthrown,  
And all its secret galleries bare. 

,  .
 , .

 .

.

How can this shameful tale be told? I will 
maintain until my death 
We could do nothing, being sold: Our 
only enemy was gold, 
And we had no arms to fight it with. 

  ?  

.

.

,  .

 (  ).  

  

PICTURES FOR UNDERSTANDING 

The Castle with high tower High and strong walls Captain – Brave 

Soldiers – loyal Enough Arms (Weapons) Stock - Food 

  Ready to shoot An old guard at wicked gate Gold-Treachery 

Enemies came into the castle The castle became weak & thin Don’t want to disclose the tale 
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1. All through the summer at ease we lay, 
 And daily from the turret wall 
 We watched the mowers in the hay  
 a) Who does we refer to?  

We refers to the soldiers guarding the castle. 
 b) How did the soldiers spend the summer 

days?
 The soldiers spent their summer days 
relaxing at ease as their castle was safe and 
secure.

 c) What could they watch from the turret 
wall?
 They could watch the mowers working
from the turret wall. 

2. Our gates were strong, our walls were thick,  
 So smooth and high, no man could win.  
 a) How was the castle?  

 The castle was safe.
 b) What was the firm belief of the soldiers?  

 The soldiers firmly believed that it was 
not humanly possible to capture their 
strong fort. 

3. A foothold there, no clever trick  
 Could take us dead or quick,  
 Only a bird could have got in.  
 a) What was challenging?  

 Climbing the high walls of the castle was 
challenging. 

 b) Which aspect of the castles strength is 
conveyed by the above line?  
 The strength of the high and thick walls
of the castle is conveyed by the above line. 

4. Oh then our maze of tunneled stone 
 Grew thin and treacherous as air.  
 The castle was lost without a groan, 
 The famous citadel overthrown,  
 a) Bring out the contrast in the first two lines.  

Stony walls of the castle have become 
thin due to treachery.

 b) What happened to the castle?  

 The castle fell into the hands of the 
enemies.

5. We could do nothing, being sold. 
 a) Why couldn’t they do anything?  

 They couldn’t do anything as the strong 
fort was conquered due to treachery.

 b) Why did they feel helpless? 
 They felt helpless as they had a traitor 
among them inside the castle.  

6. And the enemy half a mile away  
 They seemed no threat to us at all 
 a) Where was the enemy? 

 The enemy was just half a mile away
from the castle. 

 b) Why didn’t they seem to be a threat? 
 They didn’t seem to be a threat due to the 
height of the castle.

7. For what, we thought, had we to fear  
 With our arms and provender, load on load 
 a) What do you mean by ‘provender’? 
   Provender means food.
 b) Did they actually fear anything? 

No, they didn’t fear anything. 
 c) Explain ‘load on load’. 

 The fortress is ready and prepared with 
ample weapons and food stored to 
withstand a siege.

8. Our towering battlements, tier on tier,  
 And friendly allies drawing near  
 On every leafy summer road.  
 a) What are ‘towering battlements’? 

 Towering battlements are tall towers 
with openings to shoot the enemies.

 b) What does ‘friendly allies’ mean?  
 ‘Friendly allies’ means supporting 
nations or armed forces.

9. What could they offer us for bait?  
 a) Who is the speaker? 

A soldier on guard of the castle is the 
speaker.

 b) Whom does they refer to? 
    ‘They’ refers to the enemies.

APPRECIATION QUESTION

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

Padasalai



DOLPHIN-12TH ENG                                 POEM                                         STEP TO SUCCESS 

dolphin.pub2005@gmail.com              www.kalvidolphin.in 110

 c) What is bait? 
 Bait is something offered to a person to 
entice him to do something wrong.

10. Our captain was brave and we were true....  
 a) Where was the captain? 

 The captain was fighting to save the 
castle.

 b) What are the qualities discussed here? 
The qualities discussed in the above line are 

Bravery of the captain.
Loyalty of his soldiers.

 c) What does the line convey? 
 It conveys the atmosphere of confidence 
within the castle before the invasion. 

11. There was a little private gate,  
 A little wicked wicket gate.  
 a) Where was the little private gate? 

 The little private gate was in the castle.
 b) Why was the gate wicked? 

 The gate was wicked as it became the 
point of entry for the enemies.

 c) What is a wicket gate? 
 Wicket gate means a small gate beside a 
large one for use of people on foot. 

12. The wizened warder let them through.  
 a) Explain ‘wizened warder’ 

 Wizened warder is an aged or old guard.
 b) Who were let in? 

The enemies were let into the castle. 
 c) Who let them in? 

An old guard let them into the castle. 
 d) Why did he let them in? 

 He let them in as he was bribed for his 
treachery. 

 e) What was the consequence? 

The guard’s disloyalty led to the fall of 
the castle. 

13. The famous citadel overthrown,  
 And all its secret galleries bare.  
 a) What is a citadel? 
   Citadel is a safe and strong fort.
 b) How was it overthrown? 

     It was overthrown because of the betrayal 
of one of the inhabitants of the castle. 

 c) Why are the galleries bare? 
 The galleries are bare as their occupants 
might have been killed in the war. 

14. How can this shameful tale be told?  
 a) What is a tale? 

 A tale is a story with interesting 
happenings.

 b) What was the shameful tale? 
 The narrator calls the fall of the castle 
due to disloyalty as a shameful tale. 

 c) Why can’t the tale be told? 
 The tale can’t be told since it was about
their shameful lose.

15. Our only enemy was gold,  
 And we had no arms to fight it with. 
 a) Who was their enemy? 

Gold was their enemy. 
 b) Why does the narrator call it as their 

enemy? 
 Gold was used as a bait to conquer the 
castle.  So the narrator calls gold as their 
enemy. 

 c) Why didn’t they have weapons to fight 
gold? 

Gold, an invisible enemy, controls the 
greedy human heart. So they didn’t have the 
weapons to fight gold.

FIGURES OF SPEECH: 
1) A little wicked wicket gate.  - Personification 
2) Oh then our maze of tunneled stone - Metaphor  
3) Grew thin and treacherous as air. - Simile/ Personification  
4) How can this shameful tale be told? - Rhetoric question  
5) Our only enemy was gold,  - Personification 

POETIC DEVICES
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ALLITERATION: 
a)  With our arms and provender, load on load.  arms- and
b)  A little wicked wicket gate.  wicked- wicket 
c)  The wizened warder let them through.  wizened- warder; them- through
d)  Our towering battlements, tier on tier.  towering- tier
e)  How can this shameful tale be told?  tale- told

RHYME SCHEME & RHYMING WORDS: 

1. All through that summer at ease we lay,  
   And daily from the turret wall 
  We watched the mowers in the hay  
  And the enemy half a mile away  
    Rhyming words : lay-hay-away              Rhyme scheme   : abaa 
2. Oh then our maze of tunneled stone  
   Grew thin and treacherous as air.  
   The cause was lost without a groan,  
   The famous citadel overthrown,  

Rhyming words : stone-groan-overthrown            Rhyme scheme  : abaa 

Poem: The Castle by Edwin Muir 

Clue words:  
 Turret, mowers, provender, battlements, tier, allies, foothold, bait, maze, wicked, wicket gate, 
treacherous, citadel, overthrown

Common to all the lines: 
Context:

Poem : The Castle                      Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The poem is an allegory which narrates about the downfall of a mighty castle due to disloyalty. The 
soldiers in the castle never suspected that such a fall was possible. With the height of the castle and its 
fortifications, along with the nearness of “allies” to assist, there was never a doubt in the soldiers’ minds 
about the safety of the castle. Greed for gold instigates an aged guard to open the wicket gate for the 
enemies. The strong castle becomes weak and thin.  Weaponless and clueless to tackle their enemy 
‘gold’, the army falls a prey to it and the castle is captured.  
Comment: 
                 No warfare can tackle human greed.

1. They seemed no threat to us at all. 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 When an army spots its enemy, it usually charts 
out a plan to tackle the situation. But the strength of 
the physical surroundings of the castle made the 

soldiers confident and they waited without much 
stress in a relaxed stance. The approach of their 
enemy didn’t seem to pose a threat for their safety. 
With friendly allies in the surroundings and with loads 
of weapons and ration in store to tackle a siege the 
chance of danger was completely eliminated from 
their minds. 

EXPLAIN WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT - ERC
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Comment: 
 Over confidence makes us overlook even a grave 
situation

2. How can this shameful tale be told?  
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
  The Castle tells the story of the fall of a well 
fortified fort guarded by a loyal army. The 
impenetrable castle has plenty of arms and food; their 
allies are nearby; the castle gates are strong; and the 
walls are high, thick, and smooth.  Yet these men are 
defeated when the enemy bribes one of their own 
guard who lets the enemy soldiers through a little 
gate. The narrator lamented over the disloyalty of the 
useless warder and also decided not to disclose this 
shameful story to anyone. 
Comment: 
 Betrayal degrades the physical strength of even a 
powerful pack of warriors. 

3. I will maintain until my death  
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
  The strong castle became weak and thin because 
of the greedy disloyal warder. The citadel was 
captured by the enemies for gold. The narrator is 
shocked at the betrayal of one of his men.  The 
narrator lamented over the disloyalty of the useless 
warder and also decided not to disclose this shameful 
story to anyone.  The narrator resolves to maintain the 
secrecy of their shameful lose till his death. 
Comment: 
 Disloyalty is an unseen enemy from within. 

4. Our only enemy was gold  
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The castle was too expertly protected by the 
surrounding fortress. No chance of danger existed 
with the thick walls and strong gates. The soldiers felt 
sure that they could tackle their enemy with their loyal 
army. Unfortunately one of their men betrays them 
and allows the enemy in through the wicket gate. 

Tragedy befalls as the enemy defeats and captures the 
citadel. Weaponless and clueless to tackle their enemy 
‘gold’, the army becomes a prey to it.  
Comment: 
 Greedy minds can never escape the clutches of 
gold. 

5. Our gates were strong, our walls were thick 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The soldiers are so confident of their fort with 
‘strong gate’ and ‘thick walls’ that they lay off their 
concern about its security. The physical strength of the 
castle makes them stress free and relaxed. All threats 
the soldiers noticed were seen so insignificant due to 
the indomitable strength of the fort.  The height of the 
castle shows its dominance over the enemy.  With that 
mind frame, these soldiers were confident that nothing 
could endanger them and nothing could draw them out 
of the castle into the danger. 
Comment: 
 Perils go unseen when overconfidence rules the 
hour.

6. A foothold there, no clever trick 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 No man could win against the towering obstacles 
of the castle. Only something that could soar as high 
as the tier like a bird could bring damage to the fort. 
So the narrator feels that their position is solid and 
stable in the castle. They never suspected that a fall 
was possible with the height of the castle. They pride 
themselves on the towering battlements and on their 
maze of tunneled stone which could defeat any clever 
trick of their enemies to enter the castle. 
Comment: 
 Physical strength would allow us to overlook 
internal flaws. 

7. What could they offer us for bait? 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The soldiers were fearless with their fortress, so 
battle ready and prepared. Tier on tier with armed 
soldiers guarding the towering battlements; we can 

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net

Padasalai



DOLPHIN-12TH ENG                                 POEM                                         STEP TO SUCCESS 

dolphin.pub2005@gmail.com              www.kalvidolphin.in 113

feel their assurance that nothing dangerous could 
touch them. The fear of the enemies gets further 
diminished with the bravery of their captain who is 
leading an army of loyal soldiers. The narrator is not 
only confident of the physical strength of his castle 
but also has immense belief in the morality of his 
men. It makes him feel that nothing and no one could 
conquer their fortress. 
Comment: 
 Military conflicts make us leave morality aside. 

8. Our captain was brave and we were true.... 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The narrator believed that the castle was 
absolutely safe because their captain was brave and 
the soldiers were loyal. The narrator is not only 
confident of the physical strength of his castle but also 
has immense belief in the morality of his men. It 
makes him feel that nothing and no one could conquer 
their fortress. The enemy could not use bait for their 
entry inside the castle. This greatly diminished the 
chances for the fall of the castle.  
Comment: 
 If bravery leads, loyalty will follow.  

9. A little wicked wicket gate. 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The castle’s fortune-turning event takes place with 
the opening of the wicked wicket gate for the enemies 
by the old guard. The overcoming of the castle by the 
invading force occurs due to this act of betrayal.  The 
inhabitants of the castle spent so much time being 
comfortable and confident against the outside forces 
that they allowed that confidence to blind them to 
what was inside.  
Comment: 
 Little mean acts hinder the path to success. 

10. Grew thin and treacherous as air. 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The strong castle becomes weak and thin because 
of a greedy disloyal warder. When the stony walls of 

the castle became thin due to treachery, it became an 
easy victim to its enemy. They walk in easily through 
the secret gallery and the intricate paths of the castle 
to confront the soldiers. Morality is laid aside when 
the guard opens the ‘wicket gate’ favouring the 
enemies for the bribe he had received. Thus treachery 
leads to the unexpected fall of the maze of tunneled 
stone.
Comment: 
 Loyalty gets shattered when greed steps into the 
human heart. 

11. And we had no arms to fight it with.
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 Betrayal paved way for the enemy into the castle. 
The shocked soldiers put up a poor fight that they lost 
without a groan and the famous citadel was 
overthrown. The simplicity of this overtaking is 
attributed to the fact that the soldiers were weaponless 
and clueless to tackle their enemy ‘gold’. If it had 
been a military combat, their defenses against the 
invasion would have been more successful. 
Comment: 
 More watchful thoughts could seal the path for 
hidden dangers.  

12. We could do nothing, being sold; 
Context:

Poem : The Castle Poet   : Edwin Muir 
Explanation: 
 The poem builds an atmosphere of confidence 
within the castle which gets shattered with the 
enemy’s invasion. Betrayal from within the castle 
leads to the fall of the mighty citadel. The strong 
castle becomes weak and thin because of a greedy 
disloyal warder. Since the focus was so completely on 
the dangers around them, they become clueless when 
betrayal from within brings them down. As their 
confidence gets shattered, they get blindfolded to the 
happenings around them.  
Comment: 
 Confidence boosts the morale of even a lay man 
in adversity. 
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a) How safe was the castle? How was it conquered?  
b) Bring out the contrasting picture of the castle as depicted in stanzas 3 and 5.  
c) Human greed led to the mighty fall of the citadel. Explain.  

Poem : The Castle 
Poet : Edwin Muir  
Theme : Money mends human minds 

 The poem ‘The castle’ by Edwin Muir is an allegory on the materialistic greed that can bring down even 
great empires with flawless fortified forts. The narrative poem builds an atmosphere of confidence within the 
castle which gets shattered with the enemy’s invasion. Betrayal from within the castle leads to the fall of the 
mighty citadel. The narration ends with a note of shame on the capture of the well guarded castle by treachery 
and not by a brave combat. 

Destructive Strength Doesn’t Care About Morality 

 The soldiers are so confident of their fort with ‘strong gate’ and ‘thick walls’ that they lay off their concern 
about its security. The physical strength of the castle makes them stress free and relaxed. Moreover

With the absence of enemies in the proximity 
With friendly allies in the surroundings 
With loads of weapons and ration in store to tackle a siege, the chance of danger was completely 

 eliminated from their minds. 

Our Captain Was Brave And We Were True

 A brave captain with his loyal soldiers would stop the enemies at vicinity.  In spite of such an advantageous 
position, the castle falls. Armed confrontation breeds betrayal on either side. Accordingly the enemy succeeds 
through crooked means.  

Everything Is Fair In The Game Of War

 The strong castle becomes weak and thin because of a greedy disloyal warder.  The enemies walk in through 
the secret gallery and the intricate paths of the castle to confront the soldiers. Loyalty gets shattered when greed 
steps into the human heart. Morality is laid aside when the guard opens the ‘wicket gate’ favouring the enemies 
for the bribe he had received. Thus the unexpected fall of the ‘maze of tunneled stone’ is a shameful tale of 
treachery, betrayal and disloyalty. 
 The mighty towering battlements and the nearness of the allies ensure security to the castle. But the 
ingredient for the castle’s downfall came from within. The army too proud of its physical strength crumbled 
before human avarice to gold. The unexplored inward threat shackles their stability. Weaponless and clueless to 
tackle their enemy ‘gold’, the army falls a prey to it.  

Betrayals Form Loopholes In The Chronicles Of Great Empires

PARAGRAPH FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
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Poem : The Castle 
Poet : Edwin Muir  
Theme : Mighty fall of a fort 

 The soldiers of the castle were stress-free and relaxed. They were confident of their castle’s physical
strength. They were fearless because the castle had high walls and thick gates. Their castle was well fortified
and they had enough stock of weapons and food. Their friendly allies too were nearby to support them in 
danger. They stood one above the other on the tower watching to shoot the enemy at sight. Their captain was 
brave and the soldiers were loyal. The enemy could not use bait for its entry. But there was a wicket gate
guarded by a wicked guard. He let in the enemies. The strong castle became weak and thin because of the 
greedy disloyal warder. The citadel was captured by the enemies for gold. The narrator didn’t want to tell
the tale to anybody. He felt shameful to disclose the truth that betrayal was the cause of the downfall.

TEXTBOOK EXERCISES: (PAGE-20) 
1. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer 
the following questions in one or two sentences each. 
a) Who is the narrator in the poem?  
  The narrator in the poem is a soldier. 
b) How long had the soldiers been in the castle?  

 The soldiers had been in the castle all through 
the summer.  

c) Why were the soldiers in the castle fearless?  
 The soldiers in the castle were fearless because 
the castle had high walls and thick gates.  

d) Where were the enemies?  
  The enemies were just half a mile away. 

e) Why does the narrator say that the enemy was no 
 threat at all?  

 The narrator says that the enemy was no threat 
at all because their castle was well fortified and they 
had enough stock of weapons and ration. Their 
friendly allies too were nearby to support them in 
danger. 

f) Did the soldiers fight with the enemies face to 
 face?  

 The soldiers didn’t fight with the enemies face 
to face as they entered the castle secretly through the 
wicket gate after bribing a guard. 

g) Who had let the enemies in?  
 An old guard at the wicket gate had let the 
enemies in. 

The castle was very strong with high walls.
They had enough food and arms.
So the soldiers were stress free.
An old guard opened the gate to enemies for gold.
The enemies walked into the castle easily. 
The castle fell into their hands.
The soldier was very sad as they were sold for gold.

TEXTUAL EXERCISES
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h) How did the enemies enter the castle?  
 The enemies entered the castle secretly through 
the wicket gate after bribing a guard. 

i) Why were the secret galleries bare?  
 The secret galleries were bare because the 
enemy army had killed the soldiers who were on 
duty there. 

j) What was the ‘shameful act’? 
 Getting bribed to betray and to be disloyal was 
the shameful act. 

k) Why didn’t the narrator want to tell the tale to 
anybody?  
 The narrator didn’t want to tell the tale to 
anybody as he felt shameful to disclose the truth that 
betrayal was the cause of the downfall of the castle. 

l) Why did the narrator feel helpless?  
 The narrator felt helpless because they were 
unaware of the warfare against treachery. 

m) Who was the real enemy?  
  Gold was their real enemy. 

2. Read the poem again and complete the summary 
using the words given in box. 

Stanzas 1–3 

 ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir is a moving poem on 
the capture of a well-guarded castle. The soldiers of the 
castle were totally stress-free and relaxed. They were 
confident of their castle’s physical strength. Through the 
turrets they were able to watch the mowers and no 
enemy was found up to the distance of half-a-kilometre
and so they seemed no threat to the castle. They had 
plenty of weapons to protect them and a large quantity 
of RATION in stock to take care of the well- being of 
the soldiers inside the castle. The soldiers stood one 
above the other on the tower watching to shoot the 
enemy at sight. They believed that the castle was 
absolutely safe because their captain was brave and the 
soldiers were loyal. 

Stanzas 4–6 
Even by a trick no one but the birds could enter. The 
enemy could not use a bait for their entry inside the 
castle. But there was a wicket gate guarded by a wicked
guard. He let in the enemies inside the famous citadel 
that had been known for its secret gallery and intricate 
path. The strong castle became weak and thin because of 
the greedy disloyal warder. The citadel was captured by 
the enemies for gold. The narrator lamented over the 
disloyalty of the useless warder and also decided not to 
disclose this shameful story to anyone. He was helpless
and wondered how he would keep this truth to himself. 
He regretted not finding any weapon to fight with the 
enemy called ‘gold’. 

6. Read the poem and complete the table with 
suitable rhyming words.  (PAGE-22) 

lay hay 
wall all 
fear near 
load road 

LISTENING
(Listening Text is in Page-209) 

The Soldier 
If I should die, think only this of me.
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is forever England There shall be  
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 
Gave once her flowers to love and her ways to roam; 
A body of England’s, breathing English air, 
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home. 
And think, this heart, all evils shed away, 
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 
Gives somewhere back  the thoughts by England 
given; 
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day; 
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 
In hearts at peace under an English heaven. 

Rupert Brooke. 
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 Supplementary-1
God Sees the Truth, But Waits

 , 

  
Leo Tolstoy

 

About The Author:- 
Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 
1828, in Tula Province, Russia. He is best 
known for the novels War and Peace (1869) 
and Anna Karenina (1877), often cited as 
pinnacles of realist fiction. He first achieved 
literary acclaim in his twenties with his 
semi-autobiographical trilogy, Childhood, 
Boyhood, and Youth and Sevastopol 
Sketches, based upon his experiences in the 
Crimean War. Tolstoy’s fiction includes 
dozens of short stories and several novellas 
such as The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), 
Family Happiness, and Hadji Murad. He 
also wrote plays and numerous 
philosophical essays. Tolstoy died on 
November 20, 1910 in Astapovo, Russia.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TRANSLATION 
 

STORY klqpig<gl<!

PAGE-24
     Here is a story about faith, forgiveness, 
freedom and acceptance of a young merchant 
named Aksionov, who was sent to prison for a 
crime he didn’t commit. 

 
, ,  ,   

         
  .       

.   

     In the town of Vladimir lived a young 
merchant named Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov. He had 
two shops and a house of his own. 

    ,      

  .    ,   

  .   

       Aksionov was a handsome, fair-haired, curly-
headed fellow, full of fun, and very fond of 
singing. When quite a young man he had been 
given to drink, and was riotous when he had had 
too much; but after he married he gave up 
drinking, except now and then. 

      .    

,     .   

 .     

. ,    ,  

.    ,    

. ,  , 

     .  ,  

  . 

        One summer Aksionov was going to the 
Nizhny Fair, and as he bade good-bye to his 

    ,         
  . 
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family, his wife said to him, “Ivan Dmitrich, do 
not start to-day; I have had a bad dream about 
you.” 

,      ,   
 ,"   ,    

 .        "  . 

      Aksionov laughed, and said, “You are afraid 
that when I get to the fair I shall go on a spree.” 

    ,"   

,  ,     

 ?" 

           His wife replied: “I do not know what I am 
afraid of; all I know is that I had a bad dream. I 
dreamt you returned from the town, and when you 
took off your cap I saw that your hair was quite 
grey.” 

    ,"     
. ,            
.      ,    
 ,       

."  

         Aksionov laughed. “That’s a lucky sign,” 
said he. “See if I don’t sell out all my goods, and 
bring you some presents from the fair.” 

   ,"      

.        ,  

       ." 

        So he said good-bye to his family, and drove 
away.

,         , 

 . 

        When he had travelled half-way, he met a 
merchant whom he knew, and they put up at the 
same inn for the night. They had some tea 
together, and then went to bed in adjoining rooms. 

,          
,   .  

,        . , 
   . ,     

 .  

           It was not Aksionov’s habit to sleep late, 
and, wishing to travel while it was still cool, he 
aroused his driver before dawn, and told him to 
put in the horses. 

     . 

,        , 

  ,      

. 

PAGE-25
          Then he made his way across to the 
landlord of the inn (who lived in a cottage at the 
back), paid his bill, and continued his journey. 

 
,           

  ,   

,   . 

          When he had gone about twenty-five miles, 
he stopped for the horses to be fed. Aksionov 
rested awhile in the passage of the inn, then he 
stepped out into the porch, and, ordering a 
samovar to be heated, got out his guitar and began 
to play. 

,     , 

   ,   . 

,     , , 

  ,  1    

 ,      , 

  ,  . 

Suddenly a troika drove up with tinkling bells and 
an official alighted, followed by two soldiers. He 
came to Aksionov and began to question him, 
asking him who he was and whence he came. 
Aksionov answered him fully, and said, “Won’t 
you have some tea with me?” But the official 
went on cross-questioning him and asking him. 
“Where did you spend last night? Were you alone, 
or with a fellow-merchant? Did you see the other 
merchant this morning? Why did you leave the 
inn before dawn?” 

, ,     2  

  .        .  
      . ,  

, ,  ,   
  . ,  

     , ," 
      ?"  . 

,  ,      
. "      ?  

      
 ?        

 ?       
 ?" 

      Aksionov wondered why he was asked all 
these questions, but he described all that had 

      , 
  . ,     
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happened, and then added, “Why do you cross-
question me as if I were a thief or a robber? I am 
travelling on business of my own, and there is no 
need to question me.” 

 . "       
          

    ?      
    .    

  ."   

        Then the official, calling the soldiers, said, “I 
am the police-officer of this district, and I 
question you because the merchant with whom 
you spent last night has been found with his throat 
cut. We must search your things.” 

,         , "   

  .         

   . ,   

   .         

."    

         They entered the house. The soldiers and the 
police-officer unstrapped Aksionov’s luggage and 
searched it. Suddenly the officer drew a knife out 
of a bag, crying, “Whose knife is this?” 

      .     , 

    . 

,  ,       

, "      ?"  .  

     Aksionov looked, and seeing a blood- stained 
knife taken from his bag, he was frightened. 

,  ,       

  ,   . 

       “How is it there is blood on this knife?” "     ?".   

        Aksionov tried to answer, but could hardly 
utter a word, and only stammered: “I--don’t 
know--not mine.” Then the police-officer said: 
“This morning the merchant was found in bed 
with his throat cut. You are the only person who 
could have done it. The house was locked from 
inside, and no one else was there. Here is this 
blood-stained knife in your bag and your face and 
manner betray you! Tell me how you killed him, 
and how much money you stole?” 

    . ,  
     .  
 . " ..... ....   
" "  ,  ,  

    .     
.    .   

  .     . 
,  ,   

. ,    
.     ?” 

        Aksionov swore he had not done it; that he 
had not seen the merchant after they had had tea 
together; that he had no money except eight 
thousand rubles of his own, and that the knife was 
not his. But his voice was broken, his face pale, 
and he trembled with fear as though he went 
guilty. 

     . 
,    .   

 .  ,    
    .   . , 
    .    

.       
. 

The police-officer ordered the soldiers to bind 
Aksionov and to put him in the cart. As they tied 
his feet together and flung him into the cart, 
Aksionov crossed himself and wept. His money 
and goods were taken from him, and he was sent 
to the nearest town and imprisoned there. 
Enquiries as to his character were made in 
Vladimir. The merchants and other inhabitants of 
that town said that in former days he used to drink 
and waste his time, but that he was a good man. 
Then the trial came on: he was charged with 
murdering a merchant from Ryazan, and robbing 
him of twenty thousand rubles. 

 ,   ,  
 . ,  , 
  ,   

 .   , 
 .    

  ,   . 
 ,     

.    ,  
,     

 , ,   
  . ,  . 

,     , 
    

    . 
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PAGE-26
        His wife was in despair, and did not know 
what to believe. Her children were all quite small; 
one was a baby at her breast. Taking them all with 
her, she went to the town where her husband was 
in jail. At first she was not allowed to see him; but 
after much begging, she obtained permission from 
the officials, and was taken to him. When she saw 
her husband in prison-dress and in chains, shut up 
with thieves and criminals, she fell down, and did 
not come to her senses for a long time. Then she 
drew her children to her, and sat down near him. 
She told him of things at home, and asked about 
what had happened to him. He told her all, and 
she asked, “What can we do now?” 

 
   .    
 .    

 .      
  .  

,      
. ,   

  . ,  
 , ,  

 ,   . 
 ,  , 
,     

    . , 
      . 
,      , 
  . ,   

   ,   
   . ,  

  ,  , "   
 ?"  .   

       “We must petition the Czar not to let an 
innocent man perish.” 

"    ,  
     ." 

        His wife told him that she had sent a petition 
to the Czar, but it had not been accepted. 

  ,     
,    

. 

        Aksionov did not reply, but only looked 
downcast. 

   . ,  
   . 

      Then his wife said, “It was not for nothing I 
dreamt your hair had turned grey. You remember? 
You should not have started that day.” And 
passing her fingers through his hair, she said: 
“Vanya dearest, tell your wife the truth; was it not 
you who did it?” 

,   , "   
      

.    ?   
 ." .   

    , "   
,     

.   ?" 

         “So you, too, suspect me!” said Aksionov, 
and, hiding his face in his hands, he began to 
weep. Then a soldier came to say that the wife and 
children must go away; and Aksionov said good-
bye to his family for the last time. 

"    !"   
,      

. ,    , , 
     

.      
 . 

When they were gone, Aksionov recalled 
what had been said, and when he remembered that 
his wife also had suspected him, he said to 
himself, “It seems that only God can know the 
truth; it is to Him alone we must appeal, and from 
Him alone expect mercy.” 

  ,    , 
      

 ,   
,"    

 .     .  
      ." 

       And Aksionov wrote no more petitions; gave 
up all hope, and only prayed to God. 

,       
. ,    . 

,      . 

       Aksionov was condemned to be flogged and   ,    
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sent to the mines. So he was flogged with a knot, 
and when the wounds made by the knot were 
healed, he was driven to Siberia with other 
convicts. 

   . ,  
    ,  
     , 

  ,   
. 

      For twenty -six years Aksionov lived as a 
convict in Siberia. His hair turned white as snow, 
and his beard grew long, thin, and grey. All his 
mirth went; he stooped; he walked slowly, spoke 
little, and never laughed, but he often prayed. 

,      
.  ,   . 

  , ,   
.    .  

 .   .  
. . ,   

. 

        In prison Aksionov learnt to make boots, and 
earned a little money, with which he bought The 
Lives of the Saints. He read this book when there 
was light enough in the prison; and on Sundays in 
the prison-church he read the lessons and sang in 
the choir; for his voice was still good. 

,   ,  
 .  , "  
"   .  
    ,  . 

,   ,  
  ,   . 

   . 

PAGE-27
The prison authorities liked Aksionov for 

his meekness, and his fellow -prisoners respected 
him: they called him “Grandfather,” and “The 
Saint.” When they wanted to petition the prison 
authorities about anything, they always made 
Aksionov their spokesman, and when there were 
quarrels among the prisoners they came to him to 
put things right, and to judge the matter. 

 
  ,   

 .     
. ,  " '  " "  

. ,     
  , ,   
   .  

   ,  , 
   .  

        No news reached Aksionov from his home, 
and he did not even know if his wife and children 
were still alive. 

      
.  ,   

   . 

        One day a fresh gang of convicts came to the 
prison. In the evening the old prisoners collected 
round the new ones and asked them what towns or 
villages they came from, and what they were 
sentenced for. Among the rest Aksionov sat down 
near the newcomers, and listened with downcast 
air to what was said. 

 ,     
.  ,  ,  

  ,  ,  
 ,    , 
     . 

      
,       

. 

One of the new convicts, a tall, strong man of 
sixty, with a closely-cropped grey beard, was 
telling the others what be had been arrested for. 

  ,   
 , ,   

  . ,  
     . 

 “Well, friends,” he said, “I only took a horse 
that was tied to a sledge, and I was arrested and 
accused of stealing. I said I had only taken it to 
get home quicker, and had then let it go; besides, 
the driver was a personal friend of mine. So I said, 

"  !:"      
    .  

  ,    
. ,   ”  

. ,    
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‘It’s all right.’ ‘No,’ said they, ‘you stole it.’ But 
how or where I stole it they could not say. I once 
really did something wrong, and ought by rights 
to have come here long ago, but that time I was 
not found out. Now I have been sent here for 
nothing at all... Eh, but it’s lies I’m telling you; 
I’ve been to Siberia before, but I did not stay 
long.” 

  . , "  ."  
. ,  ,"  .!".

. ,   ,    
." ,   .  , 
     . 

,     . , 
    …. 

,     .   
  . ,    ." 

. 

“Where are you from?” asked some one. "    ?"    
. 

     “From Vladimir. My family are of that town. 
My name is Makar, and they also call me 
Semyonich.” 

"    .     
.   .   

." 

     Aksionov raised his head and said: “Tell me, 
Semyonich, do you know anything of the 
merchants Aksionov of Vladimir? Are they still 
alive?” 

   ," 
 ,     

   ? 
   ?" 

     “Know them? Of course I do. The Aksionovs 
are rich, though their father is in Siberia: a sinner 
like ourselves, it seems! As for you, Gran’dad, 
how did you come here?” 

" ?  .    
 .     

.      . 
    ?" 

     Aksionov did not like to speak of his 
misfortune. He only sighed, and said, “For my 
sins I have been in prison these twenty-six years.” 

    .  
 , ,"    

    ." 

     “What sins?” asked Makar Semyonich. "  ?"    . 

     But Aksionov only said, “Well, well--I must 
have deserved it!” He would have said no more, 
but his companions told  the newcomers how 
Aksionov came to be in Siberia; how someone 
had killed a merchant, and had put the knife 
among Aksionov’s things, and Aksionov had been 
unjustly condemned. 

  ," ,    ." 
    .. ,   

   ,    
 .  , ,   

  ,    
      

 . ,   
  . 

PAGE-28
When Makar Semyonich heard this, he looked at 
Aksionov, slapped his own knee, and exclaimed, 
“Well, this is wonderful! Really wonderful! But 
how old you’ve grown, Gran’dad!” 

   ,  
,    

,"    !    
. ,     

 !" 

The others asked him why he was so surprised, 
and where he had seen Aksionov before; but 
Makar Semyonich did not reply. He only said: 
“It’s wonderful that we should meet here, lads!” 

,   ,  
     . 

,     .  
, "      

 !" 

These words made Aksionov wonder whether this 
man knew who had killed the merchant; so he 

  ,   
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said, “Perhaps, Semyonich, you have heard of that 
affair, or maybe you’ve seen me before?” 

 . ,  , 
"  ,  ,    

       
 ?" 

“How could I help hearing? The world’s full of 
rumours. But it’s a long time ago, and I’ve 
forgotten what I heard.” 

"     ?    
 . ,     

.   ." 

“Perhaps you heard who killed the merchant?” 
asked Aksionov. 

"         
?" 

Makar Semyonich laughed, and replied: “It must 
have been him in whose bag the knife was found! 
If some one else hid the knife there, ‘He’s not a 
thief till he’s caught,’ as the saying is. How could 
any one put a knife into your bag while it was 
under your head? It would surely have woke you 
up.” 

    ,"   
  ,    

.   ,   
 , '     

’    .     
,      

?   ?" 

When Aksionov heard these words, he felt sure 
this was the man who had killed the merchant. He 
rose and went away. All that night Aksionov lay 
awake. He felt terribly unhappy, and all sorts of 
images rose in his mind. There was the image of 
his wife as she was when he parted from her to go 
to the fair. He saw her as if she were present; her 
face and her eyes rose before him; he heard her 
speak and laugh. Then he saw his children, quite 
little, as they were at that time: one with a little 
cloak on, another at his mother’s breast. And then 
he remembered himself as he used to be–young 
and merry. He remembered how he sat playing the 
guitar in the porch of the inn where he was 
arrested, and how free from care he had been. He 
saw, in his mind, the place where he was flogged, 
the executioner, and the people standing around; 
the chains, the convicts, all the twenty-six years of 
his prison life, and his premature old age. The 
thought of it all made him so wretched that he was 
ready to kill himself. 

    ,    
      

 .    .   
,   .   

 .    
 .     

      
   . ,   

  .  , 
   .     
. ,   .  
   ..
   . 

    . ,   
,    

.    ,  
      

  ,   
      
.    ,  
   , 

 .  
,     

  ,   
     . 

     ,  
    . 

“And it’s all that villain’s doing!” thought 
Aksionov. And his anger was so great against 
Makar Semyonich that he longed for vengeance , 
even if he himself should perish for it. He kept 
repeating prayers all night, but could get no peace. 
During the day he did not go near Makar 
Semyonich, nor even look at him. 

"    "   
.      

     .  
  . ,  

   . ,  
  .  ,   

   .  
 . 
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A fortnight passed in this way. Aksionov could 
not sleep at night, and was so miserable that he 
did not know what to do. 

   .   
 . ,    

 . 

One night as he was walking about the prison he 
noticed some earth that came rolling out from 
under one of the shelves on which the prisoners 
slept. He stopped to see what it was. Suddenly 
Makar Semyonich crept out from under the shelf, 
and looked up at Aksionov with a frightened face. 
Aksionov tried to pass without looking at him, but 
Makar seized his hand and told him that he had 
dug a hole under the wall, getting rid of the earth 
by putting it into his high-boots, and emptying it 
out every day on the road when the prisoners were 
driven to their work. 

 ,      
,      

 ,   . 
  ,   . , 

      
 . ,  . 

,     
. ,    

,     
,     

  ,   
    ,    
   . 

PAGE-29
“Just you keep quiet, old man, and you shall get 
out too. If you blab, they’ll flog the life out of me, 
but I will kill you first.” 

" ,     .   
.   ,   

  . ,   
  ." 

Aksionov trembled with anger as he looked at his 
enemy. He drew his hand away, saying, “I have 
no wish to escape, and you have no need to kill 
me; you killed me long ago! As to telling of you--
I may do so or not, as God shall direct.” 

   ,   
.    , 

, "    .   
   . ,   

   . , 
   

. "       
." 

 Next day, when the convicts were led out 
to work, the convoy soldiers noticed that one or 
other of the prisoners emptied some earth out of 
his boots. The prison was searched and the tunnel 
found. The Governor came and questioned all the 
prisoners to find out who had dug the hole. They 
all denied any knowledge of it. Those who knew 
would not betray Makar Semyonich, knowing he 
would be flogged almost to death. At last the 
Governor turned to Aksionov whom he knew to 
be a just man, and said: 

 ,    , 
 ,     

    . , 
  .    

.    ,  
      

  .   
    . 

 , ,  
    

  . , 
,     , 
   ,  

“You are a truthful old man; tell me, before God, 
who dug the hole?” 

"    . , 
   ." . 

Makar Semyonich stood as if he were quite 
unconcerned, looking at the Governor and not so 
much as glancing at Aksionov. Aksionov’s lips 
and hands trembled, and for a long time he could 
not utter a word. He thought, “Why should I 
screen him who ruined my life? Let him pay for 
what I have suffered. But if I tell, they will 
probably flog the life out of him, and maybe I 
suspect him wrongly. And, after all, what good 
would it be to me?” 

    , 
,   

 .     . 
 .  ,     

 .  , "   
   ?   

  . ,   
,      

 .     
. ,    ?" 
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“Well, old man,” repeated the Governor, “tell me 
the truth: who has been digging under the wall?” 

" , ,  .   
  ?"   . 

Aksionov glanced at Makar Semyonich, and said, 
“I cannot say, your honour. It is not God’s will 
that I should tell! Do what you like with me; I am 
your hands.” 

,       
, "    .   

 .     
.     ." 

However much the Governor tried, Aksionov 
would say no more, and so the matter had to be 
left. 

       
,     . , 

     . 

That night, when Aksionov was lying on his bed 
and just beginning to doze, someone came quietly 
and sat down on his bed. He peered through the 
darkness and recognised Makar. 

 ,    
   ,   
      
. ,  ,  

   .  

“What more do you want of me?” asked 
Aksionov. “Why have you come here?” 

"      ?"  
 . "    ?" 

Makar Semyonich was silent. So Aksionov sat up 
and said, “What do you want? Go away, or I will 
call the guard!” 

   . , 
   , "   

?       
!" 

PAGE-30
Makar Semyonich bent close over Aksionov, and 
whispered, “Ivan Dmitrich, forgive me!” 

 
 ,   , "  

   !" ."   

“What for?” asked Aksionov. " ?"   . 

“It was I who killed the merchant and hid the 
knife among your things. I meant to kill you too, 
but I heard a noise outside, so I hid the knife in 
your bag and escaped out of the window.” 

"    ,    
    .   

  . ,    
. ,     ,  
   ." . 

Aksionov was silent, and did not know what to 
say. Makar Semyonich slid off the bed-shelf and 
knelt upon the ground. “Ivan Dmitrich,” said he, 
“forgive me! For the love of God, forgive me! I 
will confess that it was I who killed the merchant, 
and you will be released and can go to your 
home.” 

  .   
 .      

   , "  
,  !   
 !     

 .  . 
  ." 

“It is easy for you to talk,” said Aksionov, “but I 
have suffered for you these twenty-six years. 
Where could I go to now?... My wife is dead, and 
my children have forgotten me. I have nowhere to 
go...” 

"    . ,  
   .    

?   .  
   .   

 ."  . 

 Makar Semyonich did not rise, but beat 
his head on the floor. “Ivan Dmitrich, forgive 
me!” he cried. “When they flogged me with the 
knot it was not so hard to bear as it is to see you 
now ... yet you had pity on me, and did not tell. 

   . , 
  ,  . 

"  ,  !"   
. "      

     . 
,    ... ,   
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For Christ’s sake forgive me, wretch that I am!” 
And he began to sob. 

  ,  . 
  .   ,”
   . 

When Aksionov heard him sobbing he, too, began 
to weep. “God will forgive you!” said he. “Maybe 
I am a hundred times worse than you.” And at 
these words his heart grew light, and the longing 
for home left him. He no longer had any desire to 
leave the prison, but only hoped for his last hour 
to come. 

  ,  ." 
   !"  . "   

      ." 
. ,   

 .  
    

.  , ,  
 . ,   

  . 
 In spite of what Aksionov had said, Makar 
Semyonich confessed his guilt. But when the 
order for his release came, Aksionov was already 
dead. 

   ,   
  . , 

     ,   
   . 

PICTURES FOR UNDERSTANDING 

Aksionov - Merchant Aksionov’s Family Fellow merchant Going to  the Fair 

Staying in an inn Playing Guitar and singing Fellow merchant killed Learned boot making

The Lives of the Saints Semiyonich (Makar) Digging tunnel Makar confesses his guilt 
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3. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each.  
a) Compare and contrast the main characters, Aksionov and Makar Semeyonich, in the story. (i,ii,iii,v,vi,vii)
b) How did Aksionov react when his wife suspected him? (i,ii,iii,iv,vii)
c) Describe the life of Aksionov in prison. (i,ii,iii,iv,vii) 
d) Why did Aksionov decide not to reveal the truth about Makar Semeyonich? (i,ii,iii,iv,v,vii)
e) Discuss the meaning and importance of the saying “God sees the truth but waits”. (i,ii,iii,iv,v,vii)
f) Forgiveness is the best form of revenge. Substantiate the statement with reference to the story.  

(i,ii,iii,iv,v,vii)

i. Introduction 
ii. Bad dream – an evil omen 

iii. Prisoner of circumstantial evidences 
iv. Spiritual transformation 
v. A rare encounter 

vi. Juxtapose – Aksionov and Makar 
vii. Conclusion – Forgiveness is the best form of revenge 

INTRODUCTION: 
 Men are destined to act according to the Will of the Supernatural Power that provides true clemency to 
every creature in desperation. Leo Tolstoy narrates a short story which speaks in volumes about the undisputable 
Supreme Element (God) and His Divinely plan for every human being.  When we learn to accept and play our 
role as destined, we begin to imbibe the Divinity showered on us mercifully.  
BAD DREAM – AN EVIL OMEN: 
 Ivan Aksionov is a prosperous merchant who has given up his past life of demeaning activities to settle 
down as a businessman and a loving husband. One summer, when he sets out on his journey to a fair to sell his 
goods, his wife stops him because she had a terrible dream in which he returns from the town with grey hair. 
Her dream foreshadows that something evil will befall Aksionov in the town. She assumes that he might get 
caught into serious trouble due to the bad omen. Ivan laughs and goes off to the fair. 
PRISONER OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCES: 
 On the way to the fair, Ivan meets up with a fellow merchant and they spend the night at a local inn. Early at 
dawn he leaves the place to be stopped by Police later in the day. They interrogate about his stay the previous 
night and the fellow merchant who had been murdered. Aksionov becomes a prisoner of circumstantial 
evidences when a blood stained knife and some cash is taken from his bag. 
SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION: 
 The circumstantial evidences made Aksionov’s wife suspect him. Eventually he lost hope on earthly mercy 
and directed his thoughts on the Divine. So he gave up sending petitions to the Czar for his release. ‘The Lives 
of the Saints’ a book on spirituality changes his life in the prison. He frequently prays and takes a prominent role 
in the religious services at the prison church on Sunday. He becomes the grandfather for the prisoners. They 
approach him to get their disputes and disagreements settled. He stops speaking of his misfortunes. 
A RARE ENCOUNTER: 
 Coincidentally, the man who is responsible for his imprisonment ends up in the same prison as him. After 
months of knowing each other, Aksionov discovers that Makar is the actual murderer of his fellow merchant. He 
is furious with what he found out but doesn't speak or utter a word about it. When Aksionov reminisces about 
everything he has lost, his anger rises against Makar Semyonich. In the end, an opportunity arises for Aksionov 
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to betray Makar Semyonich .Aksionov concludes that making Semyonich suffer will not return his youth, 
health, or family to him. Later in the night, Makar Semyonich asks for his forgiveness.  Aksionov chooses not to 
speak words of condemnation to Makar. Instead, he assures his old enemy that God will forgive him. 
JUXTAPOSING  AKSIONOV AND MAKAR: 
 Aksionov suffers in prison for twenty-six years.  Spiritual transformation redefines his life. He learns the 
truth of life in prison. Though he knows that Makar was the real murderer, he forgives him. He doesn’t betray 
Makar when they question him about Makar’s escape act. Aksionov’s life is fun and frolic in the earlier part and 
it gets filled with spirituality in the latter part. 
 Makar is practicality personified. He never feels guilty on seeing Aksionov in the prison. He is not ready to 
confess until Aksionov saves him. After he forgives him, there is a tremendous change in Makar. Reformation 
accompanies forgiveness.  
CONCLUSION: 
 Society might have judged Aksionov to be a guilty man but God didn’t. No matter how difficult life may be 
for an individual God will always be there. Once we have faith in God we can overcome any obstacle that 
society puts in front of us. When we shift our focus from materialism to spiritualism we achieve inner peace. 

Forgiveness is the best form of revenge 

Story : God Sees the Truth, But Waits 
Author : Leo Tolstoy 
Theme : Forgiveness is the best form of revenge 
Characters : Aksionov, His family, Semyonich (Makar), Governor 

Aksionov is a prosperous merchant. His past has got few darker pages. Now he is a good man. He is 
accused of murder of a fellow merchant with whom he had accompanied to a fair. The blood stained knife
seals his destiny in the prison. His petitions to the Czar get rejected. Aksionov loses hope when his wife
suspects him. He gives up all his efforts to prove his innocence. He learns boot making and reads ‘The Lives 
of the Saints’. He becomes more calm and poised. He is called as Gran'dad or Saint by his prison mates. 
Makar, the real murderer of Aksionov's case, is locked in the same prison. When they converse, Aksionov 
identifies the culprit. But he doesn't betray Makar, when he becomes a witness to his crime of digging a 
tunnel. Makar in return confesses his guilt. After twenty six years Aksionov gets justice.

Only a patient soul can understand the language of the Divine.

Aksionov was a rich merchant.
He is sent to prison for a murder.
But he is innocent.
He loses hope for freedom and suffers in the prison. 
He starts believing in the plans of God.
After twenty six years, Makar confesses the crime.
Aksionov gets justice but dies before his release. 
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