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Prose – 1  

THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY  

(xU ngz;kzpapd; Xtpak;)  
Khushwant Singh 

 

 

 
Nuclear family: 

 A typical nuclear family consists of a 

husband, a wife, and a couple of 

children. The number of members is 

very few in a nuclear family. 

 
Joint family: 

In Joint family system, the number of dependents living under the 

roof is much larger. It may include grandparents, married brothers, 

sisters, wives of sons, grandsons, granddaughters, other dependents 

and relatives along with a husband, a wife, and a couple of children. 
 

Here is a story that brings out the bond between the author and his loving grandmother. 
,e;jf; fij MrphpaUf;Fk;> mtUila md;ghd ghl;bf;Fk; ,ilapyhd md;ig ntspg;gLj;JfpwJ. 

My grandmother, like 

everybody’s grandmother, was an old 

woman. She had been old and wrinkled 

for the twenty years that I had known her. 

People said that she had once been young 

and pretty and had even had a husband, 

but that was hard to believe. My 

grandfather’s portrait hung above the 

mantelpiece in the drawing room. He 

wore a big turban and loose-fitting 

clothes. His long, white beard covered the 

best part of his chest and he looked at 

least a hundred years old. He did not look 

the sort of person who would have a wife 

or children. He looked as if he could only 

have lots and lots of grandchildren. As for 

my grandmother being young and pretty, 

the thought was almost revolting. She 

often told us of the games she used to play 

as a child. That seemed quite absurd and 

undignified on her part and we treated it 

like the fables of the Prophets she used to 

tell us.  

vd;Dila ghl;b> vy;NyhUila ghl;biag; NghyNt 
xU tajhd ngz;zhf ,Ue;jhs;. ehd; ,UgJ tUlq;fshf 
mtis Kjpa> mNj RUf;fk; tpOe;j Kfj;JlNd 
mwpe;jpUf;fpNwd;. mts; xU rkaj;jpy; (fhyj;jpy;) 
,sikahfTk; fth;r;rpahfTk; ,Ue;jjhfTk;> NkYk; xU 
fztd; ,Ue;jjhfTk; kf;fs; Ngrpf;nfhz;lhh;fs;. Mdhy; 
mij ek;Gtjw;Ff; fbdkhf ,Ue;jJ. vd;Dila 
jhj;jhtpDila cUtg;glk; tuNtw;giwapy; cs;s xU 
khlj;jpw;F Nky; njhq;fpaJ. mth; xU nghpa jiyg;ghif 
kw;Wk; nghpa jsh;e;j Milfis mzpe;jpUe;jhh;.  mtUila 
ePskhd nts;is jhb mtUila khh;Gg; gFjpia 
kiwj;jpUe;jJ. mtu; Fiwe;jgl;rk; E}W taijf; 
fle;jtuhfNt Njhw;wkspj;jhu;. xU kidtpNah my;yJ 
Foe;ijfNsh ,Uf;fpd;w xU eguhf kl;Lk; mtu; 
Njhd;wtpy;iy. mtu; kpf kpf mjpfkhd Nguf;Foe;ijfs; 
cs;stuhfNt Njhw;wkspj;jhu;. vd;Dila ghl;b 
,sikahfTk; fth;r;rpahfTk; ,Ue;jhu; vd;gJ Vwf;Fiwa 
xU tpUk;gj;jfhj tprakhfNt vdf;Fg; gl;lJ.  mts; xU 
Foe;ijahf jhd; tpisahba tpisahl;Lf;fisg; gw;wp 
vq;fsplk; $Wths;.  mJ KOtJk; mw;gj;jdkhdjhfTk;> 
mtSila epiyf;F nghUj;jkw;wjhfTk; njhpe;jJ. mjid 
mts; vq;fsplk; $Wk;Nghnjy;yhk; mts; tof;fkhf $Wk; 
jPh;f;fjhprpfs; gw;wpa ePjpf;fijfisg; Nghy mijAk; 
epidj;Jf; nfhz;Nlhk;.  

She had always been short and fat 

and slightly bent. Her face was a criss-

cross of wrinkles running from 

everywhere to everywhere.  

mts; vg;nghOJk; Fs;skhfTk;> rw;W Fz;lhfTk;> rw;W 
KJF tise;Jk; fhzg;gl;lhs;.  mtSila Kfj;jpy; ve;j 
,lj;jpypUe;J ve;j ,lj;Jf;Fk; FWf;Fk; neLf;Fkhf 
NfhLfSk; RUf;fq;fSk; mjpfkhf ,Ue;jJ.  
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No, we were certain she had 

always been as we had known her. Old, 

so terribly old that she could not have 

grown older, and had stayed at the same 

age for twenty years. She could never 

have been pretty; but she was always 

beautiful. She hobbled about the house in 

spotless white with one hand resting on 

her waist to balance her stoop and the 

other telling the beads of her rosary. Her 

silver locks were scattered untidily over 

her pale, puckered face, and her lips 

constantly moved in inaudible prayer. 

Yes, she was beautiful. She was like the 

winter landscape in the mountains, an 

expanse of pure white serenity breathing 

peace and contentment. 

ehq;fs; mtis mwpe;jtiu ,J NghyNt mts; vg;nghOJk; 
,Ue;J nfhz;bUe;jhs; vd;gij ehq;fs; cWjpahfr; nrhy;y 
Kbatpy;iy. ve;j msTf;F Nkhrkhd KJik vd;why; 
,jw;FNky; mts; KJik mila KbahJ vd;;gjhy; mNj 
tajpy; fle;j 20 tUlq;fspy; mg;gbNa ,Ue;jhs;. mts; 
xUNghJk; fth;r;rpahf ,Uf;f KbahJ. Mdhy; mts; 
vg;nghOJk; mofhf ,Ue;jhs;. mtSila $dpf;FWfpa 
cliy jhq;Ftjw;fhf mtSila ,Lg;gpy; xU ifia 
itj;Jf; nfhz;L> J}a;ikahd nts;is cilapy; kw;nwhU 
ifahy; mtSila n[gkhiyia cUl;bf;nfhz;Nl mts; 
tPl;by; js;shb jLkhwpagb ele;Jnfhz;bUe;jhs;. 
mtSila nts;sp Nghd;w kapw;fw;iwfs;> mOf;fhf> 
mtSila ntsph;e;j Kfj;jpy; rpjwpfple;jJ.  Kfk; 
RUf;fkhf> mtSila cjLfs; njhlh;r;rpahf ke;jpuk; 
xd;iw KZKZj;Jf; nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jd.  Mk; mts; 
mofhf ,Ue;jhs;.  mts; J}a ntz;ikahd> mikjpahd 
caph; cs;sJNghd;w> kfpo;T+l;Lfpd;w kiyfspy; cs;s 
Fsph;fhy epy mikg;G Nghy; ,Ue;jhs;. 

My grandmother and I were good 

friends. My parents left me with her when 

they went to live in the city and we were 

constantly together. She used to wake me 

up in the morning and get me ready for 

school. She said her morning prayer in a 

monotonous sing-song while she bathed 

and dressed me in the hope that I would 

listen and get to know it by heart; I listened 

because I loved her voice but never 

bothered to learn it. Then she would fetch 

my wooden slate which she had already 

washed and plastered with yellow chalk, a 

tiny earthen ink-pot and a red pen, tie them 

all in a bundle and hand it to me. After a 

breakfast of a thick, stale chapatti with a 

little butter and sugar spread on it, we went 

to school. She carried several stale 

chapattis with her for the village dogs.  

vd;Dila ghl;bAk;> ehDk; ey;y ez;gh;fshf ,Ue;Njhk;. 
vd;Dila ngw;Nwhh;fs; efuj;jpy; trpg;gjw;F nrd;wnghOJ 
mth;fs; vd;id mtSld; tpl;Lr; nrd;whh;fs;. ehq;fs; 
vg;NghJk; njhlu;r;rpahf xd;whf ,Ue;Njhk;.  mts; tof;fkhf 
vd;idf; fhiyap;y; vOg;gptpl;L gs;sp nry;y vd;id 
jahh;gLj;Jths;.  vd;id Fspg;ghl;Lk;nghOJk; cil 
mzptpf;Fk;NghJk; rypg;g+l;Lfpw mtSila fhiy Neu 
gpuhh;j;jidg; ghliy> ehd; ftdpf;f Ntz;Lk;> kdg;ghlk; 
nra;a Ntz;Lk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifap;;y; mts; ghbdhs;. ehd; 
ftdpj;Njd; Vnddpy; ehd; mtSila Fuiy Nerpj;Njd;.  
Mdhy; mij fw;Wf; nfhs;sNtz;Lk; vd;W xU NghJk; 
vz;zpajpy;iy.  gpwF mts; vd;Dila kuj;jpyhd 
vOJgyifiaf; nfhz;L tUths;. Vw;fdNt mts; Rj;jk; 
nra;jpUg;ghs;.  ePupy; eidf;fg;gl;l  kQ;rs; epw Rz;zf; 
fl;b> xU rpwpa kz;zhy; nra;ag;gl;l ik Gl;b> xU rptg;G 
Ngdh> mitfs; vy;yhk; xd;whff; fl;b> mij vd;dplk; 
nfhLg;ghs;.  jbkdhd fha;e;JNghd rg;ghj;jpapd; Nky; 
rpwpjsT ntz;nza; kw;Wk; rh;f;fiu jltp> ey;y fhiy 
czT rhg;gpl;l gpwF> ehq;fs; gs;spf;F nrd;Nwhk;.  mts; 
fpuhkj;J eha;fSf;fhf fha;e;JNghd gy rg;ghj;jpfis 
mtSld; vLj;J tUths;. 

My grandmother always went to 

school with me because the school was 

attached to the temple. The priest taught 

us the alphabet and the morning prayer. 

While the children sat in rows on either 

side of the verandah singing the alphabet 

or the prayer in a chorus, my grandmother 

sat inside reading the scriptures. When 

we had both finished, we would walk 

back together. This time the village dogs 

would meet us at the temple door. They 

followed us to our home growling and 

fighting with each other for the chapatti 

we threw to them.  

vdJ ghl;b vg;nghOJk; vd;Dld; gs;spf;F tUths;.  
Vnddpy; me;jg; gs;sp xU NfhapYld; ,ize;Js;sJ.  
mh;r;rfh; vq;fSf;F vOj;Jf;fisAk; fhiy ,iw 
topghl;ilAk; nrhy;ypf;nfhLj;jhu;. Foe;ijfs; vjph;vjph; 
thpirapy; tuhz;lhtpy; mkh;e;J vOj;Jf;fisNah 
n[gq;fisNah vy;NyhUk; Nru;e;J FOthf ghbf; 
nfhz;bUf;Fk;NghJ> vdJ ghl;b cs;Ns mku;e;J jpUkiw 
E}y;fis thrpj;Jf; nfhz;bUg;ghs;. ,uz;L NtiyfSk; 
Kbe;jJ> ehq;fs; ,UtUk; xd;whfNt tPLjpUk;GNthk;.  ,e;j 
Neuj;jpy; Nfhapy; thapw;gbapy; fpuhkj;J eha;fs; vq;fis 
re;jpf;Fk;.  mit ehq;fs; J}f;fp vwpAk; rg;ghj;jpfSf;fhf 
cWkpf; nfhz;Lk;> xd;NwhL xd;W rz;ilapl;Lf; nfhz;Lk; 
vq;fSila tPLtiu vq;fis gpd; njhlh;e;J tUk;.   
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When my parents were 

comfortably settled in the city, they sent 

for us. That was a turning-point in our 

friendship. Although we shared the same 

room, my grandmother no longer came to 

school with me. I used to go to an English 

school in a motor bus. There were no dogs 

in the streets and she took to feeding 

sparrows in the courtyard of our city 

house.  

vd;Dila ngw;Nwhh;fs; efuj;jpy; ey;ygbahf nrl;byhd 
gpwF> vq;fis (efuj;jpw;F) tur;nrhd;dhu;fs;. mJ 
vq;fSf;fpilNaahd (ghl;bf;Fk; vdf;Fkhd) el;gpy; xU 
jpUg;G Kidahf mike;jJ. (efuj;jpy;) ehq;fs; xNu 
miwapy; jq;fp ,Ue;j NghjpYk;> vd;Dila ghl;b vd;Dld; 
gs;spf;F ,g;nghOJ tUtJ ,y;iy. ehd; tof;fkhf xU 
Nkhl;lhu; NgUe;jpy; xU Mq;fpyg; gs;spf;F nry;Ntd;.  mq;Nf 
njUf;fspy; eha;fs; ,y;iy.  mts; vq;fSila efuj;J 
tPl;by; cs;s Kw;wj;jpy; rpl;Lf;FUtpfSf;F cztspj;;jhs;. 

As the years rolled by, we saw 

less of each other. For some time she 

continued to wake me up and get me 

ready for school. When I came back she 

would ask me what the teacher had taught 

me. I would tell her English words and 

little things of western science and 

learning, the law of gravity, Archimedes’ 

Principle, the world being round, etc. 

This made her unhappy. She could not 

help me with my lessons. She did not 

believe in the things they taught at the 

English school and was distressed that 

there was no teaching about God and the 

scriptures. One day I announced that we 

were being given music lessons. She said 

nothing but her silence meant 

disapproval. She rarely talked to me after 

that.  

 ,t;thW tUlq;fs; cUz;Nlhbf;nfhz;bUe;j NghJ 
ehq;fs; xUtUf;nfhUth; kpff;Fiwe;j NeuNk 
ghh;j;Jf;nfhz;Nlhk;. rpy Neuq;fspy; vd;id vOg;gptpl;L 
gs;sp nry;y jahh;nra;J tpLtijj; njhlh;e;jhs;.  ehd; 
gs;spapypUe;J jpUk;gp te;j cld;> Mrphpah;fs; vdf;F vd;d 
fw;gpj;jhh;fs; vd;W mts; vd;dplk; Nfl;ghs;.  Mq;fpy 
thh;j;ijfs;> Nkiy ehl;L mwptpaypd; rpwpa rpwpa tpraq;fs;> 
GtpaPh;g;G tpjp> Mh;f;fpkpb]; Nfhl;ghL> cyfk; cUz;ilahf 
,Ug;gJ Nghd;w jfty;fis mtsplk; $WNtd;. ,J mtis 
kfpo;r;rpaw;wtshf Mf;fpaJ. vd;Dila ghlq;fspy; vdf;F 
mtshy; cjtpnra;a Kbatpy;iy. me;j Mq;fpyg; gs;spapy; 
mth;fs; fw;gpf;Fk; ,e;j tpraq;fis mts; ek;gtpy;iy.  
mq;Nf flTs; kw;Wk; jpUkiw E}y;fisg; gw;wp 
fw;gpf;ftpy;iy vd;W mts; kdNtjidapy; ,Ue;jhs;. 
xUehs; ,irg; ghlq;fs; vq;fSf;F nfhLf;fg;gl;L 
nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd vd;W ehd; njhptpj;Njd;.  mts; vJTk; 
$wtpy;iy.  Mdhy; mtSila me;j mikjp mts; mij 
Vw;Wf;nfhs;stpy;iy vd;gijf; fhl;baJ. mjd; gpwF mts; 
vd;dplk; NgRtJ kpfTk; mhpjhfptpl;lJ. 

When I went up to University, I 

was given a room of my own. The 

common link of friendship was snapped. 

My grandmother accepted her seclusion 

with resignation. She rarely left her 

spinning-wheel to talk to anyone. From 

sunrise to sunset she sat by her wheel 

spinning and reciting prayers. Only in the 

afternoon she relaxed for a while to feed 

the sparrows. While she sat in the 

verandah breaking the bread into little 

bits, hundreds of little birds collected 

round her creating a veritable bedlam of 

chirruping. Some came and perched on 

her legs, others on her shoulders. Some 

even sat on her head. She smiled but 

never shooed them away. It used to be the 

happiest half - hour of the day for her.  

 

ehd; gy;fiyfofk; nry;yj;njhlq;fpaNghNj vdf;F jdpahf 
miw xd;W xJf;fg;gl;lJ. el;Gf;fpilNaahd nghJthd 
gpizg;G Jz;bf;fg;gl;lJ.  vd;Dila ghl;b mtSila 
jdpikiar; rfpj;Jf; nfhz;L Vw;Wf; nfhz;lhs;. mts; 
mtsJ ifuhl;ilia Row;wp E}y; E}w;Fk; Ntiyia kpfTk; 
mupjhf ahuplkhtJ Ngr Ntz;bapUe;jhy; kl;LNk 
epWj;Jths;. R+hpad; cjaj;jpypUe;J kiwAk; tiu ifuhl;il 
mUfpNyNa mku;e;Jnfhz;L mjidr;Row;wp E}y; 
E}w;Wf;nfhz;Nl ,iw tzf;fg; ghly;fis xg;gpj;Jf; 
nfhz;Nl mkh;e;jpUe;jhs;. mts; kjpak; kl;Lk; nfhQ;rNeuk; 
FUtpfSf;F czT nfhLf;Fk; Neuj;jpy; Xa;T 
vLj;Jf;nfhs;ths;. mts; Kw;wj;jpy; cl;fhh;e;J nfhz;L> 
nuhl;bj; Jz;il rpWrpW Jz;Lfshf;fp gwitfSf;F 
nfhLg;ghs;.  E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd rpwpa gwitfs; 
fpsh;r;rpA+l;Lfpw kpf mjpf Fog;gkhd rj;jk; 
nfhLj;Jf;nfhz;L mtisr; Rw;wp nuhl;bj; Jz;Lfis 
nghWf;fpf; nfhz;L nry;Yk;.  rpy gwitfs; mtSila 
fhy;fspy; te;J mkh;e;Jnfhs;Sk;> kw;w rpy gwitfs; 
mtSila Njhs;gl;ilapYk;> ,d;Dk; rpy gwitfs; 
mtSila jiyapYk;$l mkh;e;Jnfhs;Sk;.  mts; 
rphpg;ghs;.  Mdhy; mitfis ‘#’ vd;W $wp xUNghJk; 
tpul;lkhl;lhs;.  me;j miukzp Neuk;jhd; mtisg; 
nghUj;jtiu me;ehspd; kfpo;r;rpahd jUzk;.  
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When I decided to go abroad for 

further studies, I was sure my 

grandmother would be upset. I would be 

away for five years, and at her age one 

could never tell. But my grandmother 

could. She was not even sentimental. She 

came to leave me at the railway station 

but did not talk or show any emotion. Her 

lips moved in prayer, her mind was lost in 

prayer. Her fingers were busy telling the 

beads of her rosary. Silently she kissed 

my forehead, and when I left I cherished 

the moist imprint as perhaps the last sign 

of physical contact between us.  

ehd; Nky;gbg;gpw;fhf ntspehL nry;y KbT nra;jNghJ. 
vd;Dila ghl;b kpfTk; tUj;jkile;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W 
vdf;F cWjpahfj; Njhd;wpaJ. ehd; Ie;J tUlq;fs; mtis 
tpl;L tpyfpr; nry;y ,Ug;gij tajhd mtsplk;> xUtuhYk; 
nrhy;y Kbatpy;iy.  Mdhy; vd;Dila ghl;bahy; Kbe;jJ.  
mts; czh;TfSf;F mbikahdtshff; $l Njhd;wtpy;iy. 
vd;id top mDg;Gtjw;F Giftz;b epiyaj;jpw;F te;jpUe;jhs;.  
Mdhy; mts; NgrTk; ,y;iy. vt;tpj kdf;fpsh;r;rpiaAk; 
ntspf;fhl;lTk; ,y;iy. mtSila vz;zq;fs; 
,iwtzf;fj;jpy; epuk;gpapUe;jJ.  mtSila cjLfs; 
ke;jpuq;fis cr;rupj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jJ. mtSila kdk; 
KOtJk; n[gj;jpy; yapj;jpUe;jJ. tpuy;fs; mtSila 
n[gkhiyapd; kzpfis cUl;bf;nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jd.  
mikjpahf vd;Dila new;wpapy; Kj;jkpl;lhs;. ehd; fpsk;Gk; 
NghJ> me;j <ukhd milahs Kj;jpiuia ehd; neQ;rhu 
Nerpj;Njd;.  vq;fSf;F ,ilapy; cly; hPjpahd njhlh;gpd; filrp 
milahskhf mJ ,Uf;fyhk;. 

But that was not so. After five 

years I came back home and was met by 

her at the station. She did not look a day 

older. She still had no time for words, and 

while she clasped me in her arms I could 

hear her reciting her prayers. Even on the 

first day of my arrival, her happiest 

moments were with her sparrows whom 

she fed longer and with frivolous 

rebukes.  

Mdhy; mJ mt;thW ,Uf;ftpy;iy. Ie;J tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF 
kPz;Lk; ehd; tPl;bw;Fj; jpUk;gp te;Njd;. Giftz;b epiyaj;jpy; 
ehd; mtis re;jpj;Njd;. mts; xU ehs;$l 
KJikaile;jjhfj; Njhd;wtpy;iy.  mts; ,g;nghOJk; 
mg;gbj;jhd;. thh;j;ijfSf;F mq;F ,lk; ,y;iy.  vd;id 
mtSila fuq;fshy; jOTk; nghOJ> mtSila 
,iwtzf;f ghly;fs; nrhy;ypf; nfhz;bUe;jij vd;dhy; Nfl;f 
Kbe;jJ. vd;Dila tUifapd; Kjy; ehs;$l> 
tpisahl;Lj;jdkhd fbe;JiufSld; ahUf;F mts; ePz;l ehs; 
czT Cl;bdhNsh> me;j rpl;Lf;FUtpfSld; mtSila 
kfpo;r;rpahd jUzq;fis fopj;Jf;nfhz;bUe;jhs;.  

In the evening a change came over 

her. She did not pray. She collected the 

women of the neighbourhood, got an old 

drum and started to sing. For several hours 

she thumped the sagging skins of the 

dilapidated drum and sang of the home-

coming of warriors. We had to persuade her 

to stop to avoid overstraining. That was the 

first time since I had known her that she did 

not pray.  

khiy Neuj;jpy; mtsplk; xU khw;wk; ntspg;gl;lJ.  mts; 
topgltpy;iy.  mz;il tPl;bYs;s ngz;fis mts; xd;W 
Nrh;j;Jf;nfhz;L  xU gioa Kuir itj;Jf;nfhz;L mts; 
ghlj; njhlq;fptpl;lhs;. jsh;e;J njhq;Ffpw Njhiy cila 
Ntz;lhk; vd;W Xuk;fl;lg;gl;l Kuir itj;Jf;nfhz;L gy 
kzp Neuq;fshf KuR nfhl;bdhs;.  jhafk; jpUk;Gfpw 
Nghh;g;gil tPuh;fspd; ghliyg; ghbdhs;. fLQ;Nrhh;itj; 
jtph;g;gjw;F> mij epWj;Jtjw;F ehq;fs; mtis 
xg;Gf;nfhs;s itj;Njhk;.  vdf;F njhpe;jtiu mts; 
,iwtid topglhky; ,Ue;jJ ,Jjhd; Kjy; Kiw. 

The next morning she was taken 

ill. It was a mild fever and the doctor told 

us that it would go. But my grandmother 

thought differently. She told us that her 

end was near. She said that, since only a 

few hours before the close of the last 

chapter of her life she had omitted to pray, 

she was not going to waste any more time 

talking to us. 

mLj;j ehs; fhiyapy; mts; Neha;tha;g;gl;lhs;.  mJ xU 
,Nyrhd fha;r;ryhf ,Ue;jJ.  mJ rhpahfptpLk; vd;W 
kUj;Jth; vq;fsplk; $wpdhh;. Mdhy; vd;Dila ghl;b 
NtWtpjkhfr; rpe;jpj;jhs;.  mtSila ,wg;G (filrp ehs;) 
mUfpy; ,Ug;gjhf mts; vq;fsplk; $wpdhs;.  mtSila 
tho;f;ifapd; filrp mj;jpahaj;jpw;F ,d;Dk; xU rpy kzp 
NeuNk ,Ug;gjhy; n[gk; nra;a kwe;J tpl;ljhf mts; 
vq;fsplk; $wpdhs;. vq;fsplk; NkYk; Ngrpf; nfhz;L Neuj;ij 
tPzbg;gjw;Fk; tpUk;gtpy;iy. 

We protested. But she ignored our 

protests. She lay peacefully in bed praying 

and telling her beads. Even before we could 

suspect, her lips stopped moving and the 

rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. A 

peaceful pallor spread on her face and we 

knew that she was dead.  

ehq;fs; mtsJ Ngr;ir fz;bj;Njhk; (vjph;j;Njhk;).  Mdhy; mts; 
mij nghUl;gLj;jtpy;iy. mts; n[gpj;Jf;nfhz;Lk;> 
mtSila n[gkhiyapd; kzpfis cUl;bf;nfhz;Lk; 
gLf;ifapy; mikjpahf gLj;jpUe;jhs;.  ehq;fs; re;Njfk; 
nfhs;tjw;F Kd;> mtSila cjLfs; mirtw;W epd;wJ.  
mtSila capuw;w tpuy;fspypUe;J n[gkhiy fPNo tpOe;jJ.  
xU mikjpahd ntspwpa epwk; mtSila Kfj;jpy; gutpaJ. 
mts; ,we;Jtpl;lhs; vd;gij ehq;fs; njhpe;Jnfhz;Nlhk;. 
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We lifted her off the bed and, as 

is customary, laid her on the ground and 

covered her with a red shroud. After a 

few hours of mourning we left her alone 

to make arrangements for her funeral. In 

the evening we went to her room with a 

crude stretcher to take her to be cremated. 

The sun was setting and had lit her room 

and verandah with a blaze of golden light. 

We stopped half-way in the courtyard. 

All over the verandah and in her room 

right up to where she lay dead and stiff 

wrapped in the red shroud, thousands of 

sparrows sat scattered on the floor. There 

was no chirruping. We felt sorry for the 

birds and my mother fetched some bread 

for them. She broke it into little crumbs, 

the way my grandmother used to, and 

threw it to them. The sparrows took no 

notice of the bread. When we carried my 

grandmother’s corpse off, they flew away 

quietly. Next morning the sweeper swept 

the bread crumbs into the dustbin. 

vq;fSila tof;fg;gb ehq;fs; mtis nkj;ijapy; ,Ue;J 
J}f;fp jiuapy; gLf;f itj;Njhk;.  ,we;jth;fis %Lk; 
rptg;G Jzpahy; mtis %bNdhk;.   xU rpy kzp 
Neuj;jpw;Fg; gpwF tUj;jj;Jld;> mtSila ,Wjp 
rlq;fpw;fhd Maj;jg; gzpfis Nkw;nfhs;tjw;F ehq;fs; 
mtisj; jdpNa tpl;Ltpl;Lr; nrd;Nwhk;. khiy Neuj;jpy; 
mtsJ cliy vhpA+l;Ltjw;fhf fuL Kulhd J}f;Fg; 
gLf;ifAld; mtSila miwf;F ehq;fs; nrd;Nwhk;.  
#hpad; kiwe;J nfhz;bUe;j Neuk; vd;gjhy; mtSila 
miwapYk; Kw;wj;jpYk; jq;f epwj;jpyhd Ngnuhsp Vw;gl;lJ. 
Kw;wj;jpd; ghjp topapy; ehq;fs; epd;Nwhk;.  mq;Nf Kw;wk; 
KOtJk;> rptg;G Jzpahy; Nghh;j;jp> fplj;jg; gl;bUe;j me;j 
miw KOtJk; Mq;fhq;Nf  Mapuf;fzf;fhd rpl;Lf;FUtpfs; 
jiuapy; mkh;e;jpUe;jd.  mq;Nf gwitfspd; kfpo;r;rpA+l;Lfpw 
xyp ,y;iy.  me;jg; gwitfSf;fhf ehq;fs; tUj;jk; 
mile;Njhk;.  vd;Dila mk;kh mitfSf;fhf rpy nuhl;bj; 
Jz;Lfs; nfhz;Lte;jhs;.  mts; vd;Dila ghl;bapd; 
tof;fkhd ,lj;jpy; ghl;b nra;jJNghyNt mij rpWrpW 
Jz;Lfshf gwitfSf;F cilj;Jg; Nghl;lhs;. Mdhy; 
rpl;Lf;FUtpfNsh nuhl;bj;Jz;Lfis fz;Lnfhs;sNt 
,y;iy. vd;Dila ghl;bapd; rlyj;ij ehq;fs; J}f;fpa 
nghOJ> mitfs; mikjpahfg; gwe;J nrd;wd.  mLj;j ehs; 
fhiyapy; Rj;jk; nra;gth; rpWrpW nuhl;bj; Jz;Lfis 
nghWf;fp Rj;jk; nra;J Fg;igj; njhl;bf;Fs; Nghl;lhh;. 

About the author 

Khushwant Singh is an Indian novelist and 
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vOj;jhsiug;gw;wp….. 
F\;te;j; rpq; xU ,e;jpa fij vOj;jhsu; kw;Wk; tof;fwpQu;. 
mtu; nly;ypapYs;s nrapd;l; ];B/gd;]; fy;Y}upapYk; 
yz;ldpy; cs;s fpq;]; fy;Y}upapYk; fy;tp gapd;wtu;. mtu; 
,e;jpa ntspAwTj;Jiwapy; 1947y; gzpapy; Nru;e;jhu;. ,tu; 
vOj;jhsuhf ,Ue;jhYk; kjr;rhu;gpd;ik> tpku;rdk; (fpz;ly;)> 
ftpij Mfpatw;wpy; mtUf;F ,Ue;j Mu;tj;jhy; 
kf;fspilNa gpugykhdhu;. gy;NtW ,yf;fpak; kw;Wk; nra;jp 
,jo;fspy; ,tu; vbl;luhfg; gzpahw;wpaNjhL ,uz;L 
nra;jpj;jhs;fspYk; gzpGupe;Js;shu;. ,tu; ,e;jpa murpd; 
gj;kG+rd; tpUjpid 1974k; Mz;bYk; gj;k tpG+rd; tpUjpid 
2007k; Mz;bYk; ngw;whu;. ,tUila ,yf;fpag; gzpfSf;fhf 
rhfpj;a mfhlkp tpUijAk; ngw;wpUf;fpwhu;. jp khu;f; M/g; 
tp\;Z> v `p];lup M/g; rPf;];> v l;nuapd; L ghfp];jhd;> 
rf;]]; ke;j;uh> tP ,z;bad;];> nlj; ml; ik Nlhu;];nlg; 
Nghd;wit ,tUila Gj;jprhypj;jdk; epiwe;j gilg;Gfs;.   

 

 
Mantelpiece 

 
Wrinkled face 

 

Grandfather’s 

Portrait 

 
Street dogs waiting 

 

 
Feeding Sparrows 

 

      GLOSSARY: 
mantelpiece shelf above the fireplace tPl;bd; vupkhlk;   
absurd inconsistent / illogical mw;gj;jdkhd> nghUj;jkw;w 
fables tales / stories fijfs; 
hobbled walked unsteadily js;shb elj;jy; 

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.TrbTnpsc.Com

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/
https://www.Padasalai.Net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 

  +1 English                                                          Unit-1                                                Way to success 

  wtsteam100@gmail.com                                    - 6 -                                       www.waytosuccess.org  

 

pucker to contract the face into wrinkles RUf;fq;fs;> kbg;Gfs; 
expanse widespread guTjy; 
monotonous boring, unchanging jdpik> rypg;G 
snapped broke / cut Jz;bj;jy; 
seclusion isolation, separation jdpikg;gLj;J 
bedlam noise and confusion $r;ryhd Fog;gk; 
perched sat comfortably, rested nrsfu;akhf mku;e;J Xa;ntLj;jy; 
rebukes scoldings vjpu;g;G> jpl;Ljy; 
dilapidated damaged Nrjkhd> Xuq;fl;lg;gl;l 
pallor an unhealthy pale appearance ntspwpa Njhw;wk; 
shroud cloth used to wrap or cover a dead person ,we;j cliy %Lk; Jzp 

 

 

 

      IMPORTANT SYNONYMS: 
 

wrinkled crumpled RUf;fq;fs; nfhz;l 
portrait picture glk; 
revolting disgusting vjpu;j;J Ngrf;$ba 
undignified dishonoured Nftyg;gLj;J 
prophets seers, saints jPu;f;fjuprpfs; 
criss cross blend, intersecting lines FWf;Fk; neLf;Fkhd NfhLfs; 
pale bloodless, whitish ntSj;Jg;Nghd 
puckered contracted into wrinkles RUf;fq;fs; tpOe;j 
constantly repeatedly jpUk;gj;jpUk;g> njhlu;r;rpahf 
inaudible unheard Nfl;f,ayhj 
expanse widespread, range tpuTjy;> guTjy; 
serenity calm , relaxed mood mikjpahf> jsu;thf 
contentment self satisfaction jpUg;jpgl;Lf; nfhs;Sjy; 
bothered troubled ftiyg;gL 
fetch go and bring nfhz;Lth 
plastered covered ePupy; eidf;fg;gl;l 
earthen clay kz;zhy; nra;ag;gl;l 
stale dried fha;e;JNghd 
scriptures holy books, divine books, puranas Ntjq;fs;> Gdpj E}y;fs; 
growling barking cWKjy;> Fiuj;jy; 
distressed upset, disappointed tpuf;jpaile;j 
resignation abandonment, relinquishment of responsibility Jwj;jy; 
reciting chanting kdg;ghlkhf xg;gpj;jy; 
upset disappointed tpuf;jpailjy; 
cherished enjoyed kfpo;tiljy; 
moist slightly wet <ukhd 
imprint mark milahsk;> Kj;jpiu 
clasped held tightly ,Wf;fkhf gpbj;Jf;nfhs;jy; 
frivolous playful  tpisahl;lhd 
sagging bulging jsu;e;J njhq;Ffpw 
warriors soldiers ,uhZt tPuu;fs; 
persuade cajole jpUg;jpgLj;J 
protested opposed vjpu;j;j 
peacefully calmly, quietly mikjpahf 
suspect doubt re;Njfp 
customary of religious, usual ghuk;gupa tof;fk; 
corpse dead body ,we;jtu; cly;> gpzk;> gpNujk; 
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    Antonyms: 
 

wrinkled RUf;fk; tpOe;j X smooth, unwrinkled nkd;ikahd> RUf;fkw;w 
hard fbdkhd X easy ,yFthd 
pretty ftu;r;rpahd X ugly mrpq;fkhd> mOf;fhd 
absurd mw;gj;jdkhd X logical rupahd> mu;j;jkhd 
undignified jukw;w X honoured, respected kupahijf;Fupa 
scattered rpjwpa X gathered Nrfupf;fg;gl;l 
inaudible Nfl;f ,ayhj X audible, heard Nfl;ff; $ba 
expanse gue;j X narrow FWfpa 
serenity mikjpahd> Mo;e;j X agitation fytukhd 
contentment jpUg;jp X greediness Nguhir 
monotonous rypg;G+l;Lk; X interesting Mu;t%l;Lk; 
plastered <ukhd X dried fha;e;j 
attached ,izf;fg;gl;l X detached gpupj;njLf;fg;gl;l 
taught fw;gpf;fg;gl;l X learnt fw;Wf;nfhz;Ltpl;l 
creating cUthf;Fjy; X destroying mopj;jy; 
shooed tpul;lg;gl;l X pulled ,Of;fg;gl;l 
happiest kfpo;r;rpahd X saddest Jf;fkhd 
upset tpuf;jp X happy kfpo;r;rp 
silently mikjpahf X noisily kpFe;j rj;jkhf 
physical cly; jd;ik X mental kdj;jd;ik 
mild Nyrhd X severe fLikahd 
omitted tpLgl;l X included, agreed, accepted Nru;f;fg;gl;l 
protested vjpu;g;G fhl;Ljy; X supported xj;Jioj;jy; 
ignored fz;Lnfhs;sg;glhj X heeded ftdpf;fg;gl;l 
mourning Jf;fk; filgpbj;jy; X rejoicing kfpo;r;rpahf nfhz;lhLjy; 
dead ,we;j X alive capUld; thOk; 
cremated vupA+l;lg;gl;l X buried, interred Gijf;fg;gl;l 
blaze gpufhrkhd ntspr;rk; X dim ntspr;rk; Fiwe;j 
wrapped %lg;gl;l> ciwapl;l X unwrapped, uncovered %lg;glhj 
rebukes fLk; nrhw;fs; X blessings MrPu;thjk; 
persuade rhe;jg;gLj;J X dissuade ntWg;G+l;L 

 

Question & Answers: 

1. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences based on your understanding of the story. 

a. Describe the grandfather as seen in the portrait. 

       The author’s grandfather wore a big turban and loose fitting clothes.  His long white beard 

covered his chest.  He looked at least hundred years old.   

b. Why was the author left with his grandmother in the village? 

       The author’s parents had gone to the city in order to earn their bread.  They were not settled 

comfortably.  Hence the author was left with his grandmother in the village. 

c. Where did the author study in his childhood? 

        During his childhood the author studied in the village school which is attached to the temple. 

d. Why did the grandmother accompany the author to school? 

      The author’s grandmother went to temple which was attached to the school.  At the school hours 

she sat inside the temple reading the Holy Scriptures, Moreover she wanted to escort her grandson.  

So she accompanied the author to school. 

e. What made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours? 

      While going to school and returning home the grandmother carried the stale chapattis and fed the 

dogs.  This made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours. 
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f. Why didn't the grandmother feel sentimental when the author went abroad for higher 

education? 

      The author’s grandmother did not feel sentimental when the author went abroad for his higher 

education. Because she was not even sentimental. She did not talk or show any emotion at the time of his 

departure. Her lips moved in prayer, her mind was lost in prayer. She bore the fact silently. 

g. What was the happiest time of the day for grandmother? 

      The whole morning the author’s grandmother was busy with her spinning wheel.  In the afternoon, 

she relaxed for a while to feed the sparrows.  She broke the bread into little bits and fed hundreds 

of little birds.  This was the happiest time of the day for grandmother. 
 

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. 

a. Describe the author's grandmother. 

       The authour’s grandmother had been old and wrinkled.  She had always been short and fat and 

slightly bent.  Her face was a criss–cross of wrinkles.  She had been terribly old.  She could never 

have been pretty but she was always beautiful.  

b. What was the daily routine of the grandmother at home? 

      Grandmother woke her grandson up in the morning.  She got him ready for the school.  She said 

her morning prayers. Simultaneously she bathed and dressed her grandson. She made all the 

arrangements for him. She accompanied him to the school.  She read the Holy Scriptures at the 

temple and in the evening both returned home. This was the daily routine of the grandmother. 

c. How is school education in the village different from that in the city? 

       In the village school the author had studied alphabet and learnt to recite morning prayers.  But in 

the city he was taught English words and western science.  He also learnt the law of gravity, 

Archimedes’ principle, the world being round etc. 

d. The grandmother appreciated the value of education. Give instances in support of your answer. 

        While studying in the village school, the author’s grandmother accompanied him to school every 

day. The author had studied alphabet and learnt to recite morning prayers. Being a very pious 

woman, the grandmother appreciated the value of education. 

e. The grandmother was strong-minded. Justify. 

        One day the grandmother did not pray.  She started to sing about the home coming warriors i.e. 

is her grandson.  She ignored the protests of the members of the family.  She had mild fever then.  

Others thought that she would recover.  But she thought differently. She is ready to face her own 

death boldly.  These instances showed that she was strong-minded. 

f. How did the grandmother spend the last few hours of her life? 

        During the last few hours, the author’s grandmother did not pray.  She called the women of her 

neighbourhood and started to sing about the home-coming warriors.  She had mild fever then.  She  

knew that  her end would come soon.  She lied peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads.  

Suddenly her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. 
 

3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words each. 

a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author's formative years. Give your own example of how 

elders have a positive influence on the younger generation. Include examples from the story also. 

      My grandmother is a great inspiration to me.  She had a positive influence on me.  When I did 

my schooling she used to narrate a lot of stories to me.  Though she did not help me in my 

academic side, her stories had a close link with my school curriculum.  Like Kushwant Singh’s 

grandma, my grandma was too pious.  My grandma inculcated morality in me through her stories 

in the form of narrating bed time tales.  Actually she taught me a lot through her bed time stories.  

Sometimes she spun her own story.  Later only I could realize it.  She introduced to me many 

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.TrbTnpsc.Com

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/
https://www.Padasalai.Net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 

  +1 English                                                          Unit-1                                                Way to success 

  wtsteam100@gmail.com                                    - 9 -                                       www.waytosuccess.org  

 

Puranas.  She was a secularist.  She told me stories from the Holy Bible too.   She cited the quotes 

even from the Quran.  I missed her a lot when she was in deathbed.  As soon as I heard of her 

ailment, I rushed but I was late.  I was unfortunate to be by her side when she left the world.  

Thanks to my grandmother, I am a person of morality now. 
 

b) As young Khushwant Singh, write a letter to your parents describing your daily routine along 

with your thoughts and feelings about staying in the village. 
                                                                                                                                                  Hadali, 

2nd March 2018. 

Dear Dad and Mom, 

             Well and wish to hear the same from you.  Here I am fine.  Grandma is also fine.  She fills my 

belly with her hand made-delicious chapattis.  Not only that, she teaches me a lot of moral stories.  She 

helps me even in arithmetics too.  We go to school regularly in the morning.  At that moment she feeds 

the stray dogs with stale chapattis.  When I attend my school, she is praying at the temple which is 

beside the school.  When we return home in the evening the dogs follow us.  They fight with one 

another for the chapattis we give them. I feel very happy for being here with my sweet grandma.  Take 

care of your health.  There is no need to worry about me.  I enjoy my life with my sweet grandma. 

                                                                                                       With regards, 

Yours loving son, 

Kushwant Singh. 

Address on the envelope: 

To    Sir Sobha Singh, 

     3, Sixth Avenue, 

      Hadali,  Kushab district,  

      Punjab. 
 

c) Animals are capable of empathy. Substantiate this statement with examples from the story 

as well as your own experiences. 

          In the village, grandmother used to feed the dogs with stale chapattis both in the morning and 

evening.  When she came to the city her life had been changed a lot.  She could not move freely as 

in the village.  She spent most of her time with her spinning wheel.  During the afternoon she came 

to the verandah and fed the sparrows regularly.  This was the happiest part of the day.  The 

grandmother lay dead.  Thousands of sparrows came there.  They did not chirrup.  They paid their 

last homage to the old lady silently.  The narrator’s mother threw some crumbs of bread to them.  

They took no notice of them.  As soon as the grandmother’s corpse was carried off, the sparrows 

flew away quietly.   

         The same thing happened in my life too.  My uncle had a pet dog.  On the sudden demise of 

my uncle the dog did not have any intake for another one week and it starved to death itself.  When 

I read this story that incident came to my mind.  Hence animals are capable of empathy. 
 

Vocabulary 

a) Read the following words and choose the correct antonyms from the options given: 
 

Words Options Answers 

moist a. marshy b. arid c. slimy d. sultry moist         x  b)  arid 

frivolous    x a) serious 

omitted      x d) included 

protest        x c) accept 

serenity      x b) anxiety 

scattered     x c) gathered 
monotonous x a) interesting 

frivolous a. serious b. sad c. furious d. happy 

omitted a. isolated b. rejected c. contracted d. included 

protest a. promote b. apprehend c. accept d. project 

serenity a. simplicity b. anxiety c. absurdity d. stupidity 

scattered a. sprinkled b. multiplied c. gathered d. covered 

monotonous a. interesting b. tiresome c. fragrant d. satisfying 
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b)  Fill in the blanks choosing the appropriate compound words from those given in the box. 

Reeta hurried along the road, dressed in her _____1______ new dress towards the bus stop. Before 

_____2______, she had to reach the house of her ___3____. But the first ____4____ of her travel was slow 

due to traffic jam. Her ____5_____ would be regarded with joy. She was ___6______ herself to reach the 

place. When she finally stepped into the _____7_______, she was received with a big hug by her kind aunt. 

She was in time to join the _____8_____ at the village, for a ___9___. 
 

singsong  overstraining  spotless  gentlefolk  grandmother  

courtyard  sunset   half-hour  homecoming 
 

Answer:  1.spotless        2.sunset       3.grandmother      4.half-hour    5.homecoming     

6.overstraining   7.courtyard     8.gentlefolk     9.singsong. 
 

c) Match the words in Column A with their pairs in Column B to form compound words and write them 

in Column C 

A B C 

mantel lashes mantelpiece 

eye wheel eyelashes 

water gate waterproof 

bee knob beehive 

toll piece tollgate 

door proof doorknob 

spinning hive spinning wheel 
 

d) Frame meaningful sentences of your own using the following expressions from the story. Use a 

dictionary if required. 

i. the thought was almost revolting  

My brother’s thought of selling our ancestral house is revolting to me. 

ii. an expanse of pure white serenity  

Prema is an expanse of pure white serenity. 

iii. a turning point  

My friendship with Latha is a turning point in my life. 

iv. accepted her seclusion with resignation 

My parents proposed to me to study medicine, though I did not like it. But I accepted their 

seclusion with resignation. 

v. frivolous rebukes  

I got frivolous rebukes often from my father.  
 

e) Prefixes and Suffixes. 

Form two derivatives from each of the following words. 

e.g. honest – dishonest, honesty 
manage  - management, manager 
differ - different, difference 
beauty - beautiful, beautician 
peace - peaceful, peacefully 
arrange - arrangement, disarrange 
collect - collection, collector 
approve - unapproved, approval 
narrate - narrative, narration 
class - classic, classify 

 

 f) Homophones: 

Fill in the blanks with suitable homephones: 

i)  brake /break 

a) We have a short __________ between the sessions.(break- ,ilNtis) 

b) The car skidded to a halt when I applied the ___________.(brake- jil) 
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ii) waste/waist 

a) Shivani wears a belt around her __________.(waist- ,il) 

b) We should never misuse or ___________ natural resources.(waste–tPzhf;Fjy;) 
 

iii) principle/principal 

a) Oxygen is the _________ element present in the earth’s crust.(principal–Kjd;ik) 

b) Both these machines work on the same _________.(principle–nfhs;if) 
 

iv) bread/bred 

a) Turtles should be _________ in a healthy environment.(bred- ,dg;ngUf;fk; nra;jy;) 
b) I like to have toasted __________ for breakfast.(bread–nuhl;bj;Jz;L) 

 

v) lesson/lessen 

a) This medicine will __________ your pain.(lessen–Fiwf;Fk;) 
b) Finally, the manager learnt a ____________ the hard way. (lesson–ghlk;) 

 

vi) pale/pail 

a)  The child looks very sick and ________(pale –ntSj;Jg;Ngha;) 
b) I need a ________ of water to wash these cups.(pail - thsp) 

 

vii) through/threw 

a) Ravi picked the banana peel and __________ it in the dustbin.(threw –J}f;fp vwpjy;) 
b) The soldiers had to pass __________  a dark tunnel.(through - topahf) 

 

viii) corps/corpse * 

a) The ________ was covered with a shroud.(corpse –rlyk;) 
b) A five-day annual training camp for the senior cadets of the National Cadet ________ has been 

organized.(corps - gil) 
(* These words are not homophones: corpse - / kɔːps /  fh(X)g;];    corps - / kɔː / fh(X) ) 

 

Listening Activity 

Read the following statements and the given options. Now, listen to your teacher read aloud a passage 

or play it on a recorder. You may listen to it again if required, to help you choose the right options. 

i)  According to Napoleon ‘Good mothers make good __________.’ 

 a) housewives b) jobs c) nations  d) ideas 

ii) Mothers exhibit ______ love. 

 a) unauthorized b) unapproved c) unacceptable  d) unconditional 

iii) ________ mothers care much for their children. 

 a) Adapted b) Adopted c) Adoptive  d) Adaptable 

iv)  ________ is the most important thing in the world. 

 a) Wealth b) Power b) Love   d) Influence 

v) Love should be extended to _________ too. 

 a) friends b) relatives c) countrymen d) creatures 
 

 

Speaking Activity (Page-9) 

a. Work in pairs and arrive at five points that bring out the benefits and challenges of living in 

either a nuclear family or a joint family. Share your views with your class. 
 

Benefits and challenges of living in a nuclear family  

 The number of members is very few in a nuclear family. 

 Children are more close to the parents. 

 Mother gets enough time to look after her children.  

 Husband can devote more attention to the wife and children. 

 Guidance of elders is absent here.  
 

 

 

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.TrbTnpsc.Com

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/
https://www.Padasalai.Net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 

  +1 English                                                          Unit-1                                                Way to success 

  wtsteam100@gmail.com                                    - 12 -                                       www.waytosuccess.org  

 

 

Benefits and challenges of living in a joint family.  

 In Joint family system, the number of dependents living under one roof is much larger.  

 The eldest male member is usually the head of the joint family. 

 He is entitled to take economic and social decisions on behalf of the family. 

 Every member is expected to make some financial contribution to the common fund. 

 Every member should make their daily expenditure from common fund. 

 Helping each other, adjustment, selflessness, sacrifice are commonly seen in the joint family. 

 Children get more affection and guidance from the elders of the family. 
 

b. Build a conversation of eight to ten sets of exchange, with your grandmother discussing the 

incidents that happened in your school that day. 

Grandma :  Hai Vishnu, Where are you? 

Vishnu :  I am here grandma. 

Grandma :  You look so tired today. 

Vishnu :  Just now I have returned from school. 

Grandma :  Refresh yourself and Have some snacks first. 

Vishnu :  Today, we planted trees in our school campus. 

Grandma :  Very good. That is the need of the hour. 

Vishnu :  I planted a neem tree there. 

Grandma :  The tree will tell your name in future. 

Vishnu :  Ok grandma, I have a lot of homework today. 

Grandma :  Can I help you in doing home work?   

Vishnu :  No need grandma, My friend will come now and he will help me.   

Grandma :  Good. Is he an outstanding student? 

Vishnu : Yes, He is one of the toppers like me. 

Grandma :  Very good. Go and get ready. 

 

c. Every member contributes to forming a happy family. Share your views for a minute or two 

with your class. 
 

Father:  Father is a primarily responsible person for a happy family. He has to work for the 

family’s welfare. He has more responsibilities in family as well as in his work. In order to bring 

happiness, he should have balance between work and home. 
 

Mother: Mother is the main root of a family. She should adjust with her husband and her children 

to lead a happy family. She has to satisfy everyone’s wish in the family. For this, every one in 

the family should support her. 
 

Children: Children are the beautiful flowers in a family garden. They only bring happiness to the 

family. The discipline of the children can make the family proud. At times Children may be reluctant 

to follow instructions, when their parents command them. Then Parents should be a role model to 

them.   
 

Grand parents: Grandparents are the respectable persons in a family. In times of facing 

problems, their experience and guidance will help us to run our family smoothly. We should not 

ignore their knowledge and experience for the welfare of a happy family. 
 

Friends & Relatives: Friends & Relatives are essential for a happy family. We live in a society. 

We always depend on the society for our all needs. Friends and relatives too contribute their 

support at the time of functions, festivals and also sad happenings in a family. They are inevitable.  
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Answer the following (Page No 10). 

a. How does laughter help one to cope with stress? 

Laughter provides full-scale support for your muscles and unleashes a rush of stress busting 

endorphins. 
 

b. Which word in the text (para 2) means the same as ‘dedicated’? 

The word “committed” means the same as dedicated. 
 

c. Why do you think voluntary laughter provides the same physiological as well as 

psychological benefits as spontaneous laughter? 

It is believed by everyone that laughter yoga is the best substitute for every medicine.  Madan Kataria 

wrote the benefits of laughing in his book “Laugh for no reason”.  Purely it is the belief of everyone. 
 

d. ‘Laughter is the best medicine’. Explain. 

Other physical exercises should be done with proper stretch of body.  They should be practised 

systematically whereas laughing is done easily without any stress and strain.  It cures all the diseases 

and ailments.  Hence laughter is the best medicine. 
 

e. Given below is a set of activities. Which of these are followed in the 'Laughter Yoga' 

technique? 

♦ sitting on the ground with legs crossed  ♦ body movements 

♦ clapping     ♦ closed eyes 

♦ breathing exercises    ♦ chanting 

♦ stretching of arms and legs  ♦ bending backwards 

♦ running/jogging    ♦ eye contact 

Body movements, clapping, chanting, eye contact are followed in the “Laughter Yoga technique”. 
 

f. ‘Laughter therapy also plays a crucial role in social bonding’. How? 

      Laughter Yoga is a practice involving people in groups.  When they gather for this yoga, they 

become cordial with one another.  Naturally it develops the social bonding.  They understand each 

other.  They gather for one common aim.  They are happy and can improve their interpersonal skills. 
 

 

Articles and Determiners 

a. Read the paragraph below and fill in the blanks using ‘a, an,’or ‘the’. 

It is said that __1___ computer is ___2___ electronic extension of the human brain. Therefore, 

in principle, ___3__ computer can do all those activities which ___4___ human brain can do. Today 

computers are found to be ___5__ most useful devices as knowledge providers. Another important 

field of application of computers is __6___development of robots. ___7__internet has brought 

___8___drastic change in communication systems. 

1.a   2. an     3.the    4. the    5.the    6.the     7.The     8.a 
 

 

b. In the following paragraph, insert ‘a, an,’ or ‘the’ wherever necessary and rewrite the sentences. 

In our family, we have planned to take children to __1__zoo next Sunday.  ___2__  Van has 

been arranged and we are sure to have  ___3___  comfortable journey. Zoo is _4_____ interesting 

place for ___5___   children who enjoy watching animals and want to know more about them. Even 

____6____   youngsters love to visit ___7____   zoo. 
1. the   2. A   3. a     4. an    5. the     6. the     7. the 
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c.  Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. (Articles have been included)  

Once the emperor gave a bag of seeds to his council of ministers and said that he would give them 

six months’ time to grow the seeds. Whoever does a good job will be made the __1___ emperor of that 

empire. ___2___ of the ministers took their task seriously. After six months _____3____ ministers had 

small plants in their pots. A ___4____ had very large plants. _____5____ had medium sized plants. The 

emperor entered the hall. He was ____6____ amused to see ___7____plants. He called the _____8____ 

minister and asked him what he did with the seed. ____9____minister explained the process he adopted 

to make ___10_____ plant grow. The emperor called ____11_____ other ministers to explain what they 

did. Only ___12_____ minister had come with an empty pot. They laughed loudly at the foolishness of 

this minister. But the Emperor applauded him and made him the ___13_____ Emperor. Do you know 

why? He had given them boiled seeds which will not grow. Only ___14____ minister was honest. 
 

1. next      2. Many    3.some     4. few        5. Some    6. much     7. the     

8. first      9. That         10. the     11. the      12.one    13. next     14. that 
 

d. Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. 

i. They   came   early   but   there   was ______ (little/ a little) work to do. 

ii. Anand invited________ (few/ a few) friends for the birthday party. 

iii. The teacher gave_________ (all /every) student a separate topic for the assignment. 

iv. ______ (Most of/Many) the water overflowed from the tank. 

v. Each one of my ___________ (friend/friends) wished me on my birthday. 

vi. Vijay had ___________ (no/ any) idea about the problem. 

vii. Adhi had taken __________________ (much /many) photos during the programme. 

viii. ______ (Some/Few) girls who attended the class informed the others about the tests. 
 

Tenses 

a. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs in brackets and read the completed passage aloud. 

The people of India, as a whole, ____(1)_____ (be) warm-hearted and hospitable. Any calamity in any 

part of the world immediately  _____(2)_____ (arouse) their charity and generosity and a committee                 

____(3)_____ (be) promptly  ____(4)______ (set) up to collect funds to help the distressed. The most endearing 

quality in them ____(5)____ (be) the respect they show for the work done in any capacity. They  

___(6)___(believe) in what we _____(7)____ (call) the dignity of labour. 
 

1. are   2. arouses   3. is    4. set   5. is    6. believe  7. call 
 

b. Now, use the verbs given in brackets in the following sentences in their correct forms. 

1. I (like) to spend time with my friend, whenever I (be) free. 

2. He (be) likely to miss the train. He (run) up to the station. 

3. At the moment they (wait) at the bus stop. But I (not know) their plans for the journey. 

4. They firmly (believe) in the existence of God. 

5. We (hear) a lot of noise because the new buildings (transmit) sound vacant. 

6. She always (make) excuses for coming late. 

7. The Prime Minister (leave) for America to meet the delegates tomorrow. 

1. like, am    2. is, runs  3. are waiting, do not know   4. believe  

5. hear, transmit   6. makes   7. leaves 
 

c.  You are a commentator for a 5000 metre running race. Use simple present and present continuous tenses and 

complete the commentary from the beginning to the end of the race. Read the completed passage aloud. 

The 5000 metre race is about to begin. Lined up at the starting point, from left to right, are John of Great 

Britain, Peter of Nigeria and Jeeva of India. The runners are warming up for the great event. Now they ___1____ 

(take) their positions on the track. They _____2_____ (be) all ready for the start. There ___3____ (go) the starter’s 

gun! Yes, the race has begun. John ____4___ (lead) with Jeeva ____5_____ (close) behind him. 

1. are taking 2. are  3. goes  4.  is leading  5. closing / close 
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d.  Read the extract from Kayal’s diary entry regarding her Nepal Trek, and fill in the blanks with the 

correct tense form of the verbs given in brackets. 

DAY 1:  We ___1____ (leave) Anna International Airport in Chennai two days ago catching a direct flight to 

Kathmandu in Nepal. We __2__ (spend) a day sightseeing. Kathmandu is full of people, rickshaws 

and the smell of sandalwood. I’ve never __3_ (be) on  a trip like this before. So I’m really excited. 
 

DAY2:  It ____4____ (rain) when we reached Pokhara, Nepal’s second largest city, and saw the snowy peaks 

of the Himalayas for the first time. We _____5____ (reach) Pokhara after a hair-raising six-hour bus 

journey along very narrow roads with a lot of hairpin bends. The bus ___6___ (be) so full that one 

person had to share the driver’s seat. 
 

DAY 3:  We ____7____ (begin) our trek at last. We are at about 900 metres and the weather is warm and 

humid. For lunch we had chips and yak cheese sandwiches. I didn’t like them very much. I’m thrilled 

that we ______8_____ (pitch) tents for our camps in the dense forests. 
 

DAY 4:  Yesterday a landslide ___9__ (block) our path and we had to use ropes to get over it. This morning 

we walked along the river Kali Gandaki through dense forests of oak trees and we pitched our camp 

at Tukuche below the Annapurna mountain range. The main danger in addition to landslides, is ‘yak 

attack’. Yaks ___10___ (be) not dangerous but you have to be careful if you meet a herd of them 

because they can push you off the sides of the mountain. 
 

DAY 5:  We met a lot of children on our trek through the villages. They ______11_____ (play) in the pool of muddy 

rain water as we left the place. We have already climbed 2,400 metres. Up here, it never ___12_____ (rain) 

and there are no trees. It ____13____ (be) windy and dusty and I am always thirsty. 
 

DAY 6:  Yesterday we ___14___ (go) up to the mountainside of the township of Mukthinath, at 3,600 metres. 

The thin air with less oxygen there ___15__ (leave) us breathless. We __16__ (feel) that we couldn’t 

go any further. We __17___ (drink) a lot of extra fluids to prevent altitude sickness. 
 

DAY 7:  We turned around today and started to descend to Jomosom. As we went down, the oxygen filled 

our blood again and we seemed to ___18___ (fly) instead of walking. 
 

DAY 8:  We went back to Pokhara in a small plane yesterday. It __19___ (excite) when we flew between the 

mountain peaks. We arrived in Kathmandu this afternoon  and we __20__ (spend) our last few hours 

in shopping. We leave for Chennai tomorrow. We’ve had a trip of a lifetime. 
 

1. left         2. spent     3.been  4. was raining   5. reached    6. was   7. began    8. pitched    

9.blocked  10. are      11. were playing            12. rains       13. is      14.went    15.left      

16.felt        17.drank   18. fly   19. was exciting     20. spent 

 

e. In the following passage, circle the verbs in simple present tense and underline the verbs in simple past. 

The first one has been done for you. 
 

i)  Unless one  is  upright there  is  no use in being a charming fellow. Sometimes it  is better to be honest 

than attractive. These  are  the great truths of modern life which Shyam never realised. He never said an 

ill-natured word in his life. He was always polite and spoke softly to everybody. 
 

ii)  That night he strolled into the Palette Club about eleven o’clock, and found Trevor sitting by himself in 

the long room. “Well, Alan, did you get the picture finished all right?” he said, as he lit his cigarette. 

“Finished and framed, my boy!” answered Trevor, “and by-the-bye, you have made a conquest. That old 

model you saw  is  quite devoted to you. I had to tell him all about you – who you are, where you live, 

what your income is, what prospects you have.” 
 

iii) “And now tell me how Laura is. The old model was quite interested in her.” “You  don’t mean  to say you 

talked to him about her?” said Hughie. “Certainly I did. He knows all about the relentless colonel, the 

lovely Laura, and the £10,000.” “You told that old beggar all my private affairs?” cried Hughie, looking 

very red and angry. “My dear Alan,” cried Hughie, “I shall probably find him waiting for me when I go 

home.” 
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f.  Fill in the blanks using Past tense forms of the verbs: 

i. I _____ never _____(see) such a beautiful sunrise before I came here. 

ii. We were not able to stay overnight as we _____ not ____ (reserve) the tickets in advance. 

iii. Nirmala ___________ (be) to the concert several times. 

iv. Mariappan knew Pudukottai so well because he ________ (live) there for five years. 

v. Yusuf understood the problem because he _________ (experience) the situation earlier. 

vi. Catherine did not have any cash because she _________ (lose) her purse. 

vii. My father __________ (be) to Mumbai once before. 

viii. The cat ________ (chase) the bird before it flew out of the yard. 

ix. Edith _________ (visit) several doctors before she found out what the problem was with her knee. 

x. If we _______ (call) the manager ahead, we would not have needed to wait so long for a table. 

i. had, seen    ii. had, reserved  iii. had been  iv. had lived  v.  had experienced  vi. had lost    

vii. had been  viii. had chased  ix. had visited  x. had called 
 

g. Read the following news report and underline the past perfect tense form of the verb and circle the 

simple past tense form of the verb. 

INDIA BEAT PAKISTAN TO WIN - BLIND CRICKET WORLD CUP 

 Chasing a huge target of 308 runs, India   romped   home in the penultimate over of the match to defeat Pakistan 

and win the Blind Cricket World Cup. India   started off   their chase in a cracking manner, but had lost two quick 

wickets. Sunil Ramesh  rose  to the occasion as he  played  a great knock to help India  beat  Pakistan and had scored 

93 runs. Earlier India  won  the toss and had decided to bowl first. Pakistan  amassed  a huge score of 307 for eight 

in 40 overs. Their openers had given them a brisk start which the later batsmen capitalized on. 
 

h. Read the following extract and fill in the spaces with the right form of verbs and complete the passage. 

The first one is done for you. 

(i)  The poet stops to hear the maiden singing while she ____1_____ (cut) and ____2_______ (bind) the grain. 

The song of the lady ____3____ (fascinate) the poet, who ___4____ (stand) there to listen to the song. The 

girl _____5_____ (sing) a sad song. 
 

1.  was cutting    2. binding    3.  fascinated     4.  stood    5. sang 
 

(ii)  During the monsoon, a tender slightly warm breeze ___1__ (blow) on a cloudless afternoon. A sort of fragrance 

___2___ (rise) from the wet grass and trees in the sunlight. It   ___3___ (seem) as if the warm breath of the 

exhausted earth __4__ (fall) against one’s skin. A sweet-voiced bird somewhere __5__ (chirp) repeatedly. 
 

1. was blowing     2. rose     3.  seemed     4. was falling      5.  was chirping 
 

i.   Read the news item that appeared in a daily and fill in the blanks with suitable forms of the verbs given 

in brackets. 

Ever since social networking sites entered our lives, they  __1__ (serve) as platforms where users could use 

the virtual space offered by these social media. However, recent incidents  __2___ (cause) many to question 

the freedom to express views on various issues and in some cases, it  ___3___ (become) a dangerous platform. 

Social Contact  __4__ (transform) people. They  __5__ (develop) an addiction to it. 
 

1. have served 2. have caused  3. has become 4. has transformed  5.  have developed 
 

j. Read the following passage and correct the errors you come across. 

1.  Rajan slowly settle down in his retired life. His pension plus what his wife bring from the household work 

she does helped them to meet their requirements. Life is easy until one Sunday. His granddaughter Madhu 

come crying. The clay doll in her hand had broken into two. Rajan pacify her and promise to mend it. This 

small repair work become the founding stone of a very prosperous venture into making clay dolls which earn 

him great respect. 
 

Answer: Rajan slowly settled down in his retired life. His pension plus what his wife brought from the 

household work she had helped them to meet their requirements. Life is easy until one Sunday. His 

granddaughter Madhu came crying. The clay doll in her hand had broken into two. Rajan pacified her and 

promised to mend it. This small repair work became the founding stone of a very prosperous venture into 

making clay dolls which earned him great respect. 
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2.  Games and sports helps in recreation. Soccer, cricket, lawn tennis or wrestling is eagerly watched by millions 

of fans all over a world. It helps one got a temporary relief from the tensions of a day. The dedication 

displayed by all player in the field indicates the mental and spiritual development of the player. 
 

Answer: Games and sports help in recreation. Soccer, cricket, lawn tennis or wrestling are eagerly watched 

by millions of fans all over the world. It helps one get a temporary relief from the tensions of a day. The 

dedication displayed by all the players in the field indicate the mental and spiritual development of the 

player. 
 

 

 

WRITING 

i.  Prepare a notice to be displayed on the notice board of your school for the students of class 11, 

informing them about the educational tour that has been arranged for them the next month. (TB-17) 
 

NOTICE 
ABC HR. SEC.SCHOOL, TRICHY 4. 

EDUCATIONAL TOUR 

1STDecember 2018 

 This is to inform class 11 students that an educational tour has been arranged to Mahabalipuram and 

Puducherry on 2nd January.  Interested students can contact the undersigned for further details. 

(Sd/-) 

Anjana 

School Pupil Leader. 

 

 

ii. Write a notice about the inauguration of a laughter club in your school. 

NOTICE 
St. Joesph’s HSS, Kanyakumari. 

5th July, 2018 

LAUGTHER IS THE BEST MEDICINE 

We are glad to inform all the students that a laughter club is going to be inaugurated by our 

management on 13thJuly. 

Venue:  PETERS AUDITORIUM 

Time:  3.00 PM 

(Sd/-) 

Sanjana 

School Pupil Leader 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

      Example given in the Text Book: 

NOTICE 
Government Hr. Sec. School, Minjur 

1st February 2018 

Workshop on Precis Writing 

This is to inform all the students of Class XI and XII that a workshop on Precis Writing, will be held 

at 9.00 a.m. on 2nd February 2018 (Friday), in the school auditorium. It is mandatory for all the students 

to attend the workshop. For any type of query, please contact the under-signed 

(Sd/-) 

Evangeline 

(Head-girl) 
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b. Message 
Valli attends a phone call during her father’s absence. It is from her father’s friend. Later, she leaves a 

message for him, as she has to leave for her dance class. (Example given in Text Book) 

                                                                    2 p.m 

                                                                  15 Feb. 

Hi dad, 

Your friend Mr. Bala, from Salem, called this morning, to inform 

you that he has come to Chennai and will be visiting us this 

evening with his family. 

Valli 
 

You are the Sports Captain of your school. Write a message to the Physical Director, requesting 

him to be present during the football team selection scheduled for tomorrow. 
 

                                                                    2 p.m 

                                                                  15 Feb. 

Respected sir,  

Our school football team selection is scheduled for tomorrow. 

Please be present at 11a.m. at the Sports Room. 

Xxx 

Sports Captain 
 

c. Do you exercise regularly? If you do, which of these following activities do you prefer? Discuss and share with 

your partner a few lines about your preference. 

 a) walking   b) working out in a gym  c) swimming   d) cycling 
 

I prefer walking. It is economical. It is pollution free. We never depend upon any machines and electricity 

for walking. Especially early morning walking gives us more freshness to the whole day.  
 

Task : You are Mani/Megalai of Class XI, President of the English Club of your school. Draft a speech on 

the topic ‘Reading Maketh a Complete Man’ to be delievered in the school assembly. 
 

Good morning everyone! Respected Principal, teachers and friends; I am Mani/Megalai of Class 

XI and I stand before you to share a few thoughts on‘Reading Maketh a Complete Man’.  
 

Reading is an essential basic skill-building activity. One’s language fluency is determined by the 

quality of reading. Besides, vocabulary enrichment, ideas collection, familiarization with different types 

of writing formats, speaking fluency, etc, all depend upon reading. In all cultures and civilizations, much 

stress is laid on reading. Schools, colleges, and other academic institutes use reading as a major tool in 

imparting education to students. It is true that a person who has the reading habit, never feels lonely and 

bored. The books open up a magical world for him or her and he or she lives among angels in the pages of 

the books. Books never let the readers go astray. They make them wise and pragmatic. We must endeavour 

to develop the habit of reading.  
 

I wish to thank you all for having given me the opportunity to speak on the importance of Reading. 

Let us pledge to read more and more in our life. 
 

Study Skill questions: 
 

1.  Name the skills you would be able to acquire while Reading. 

 Intensive and extensive reading 

 Grasping meaning from the contexts 
 Expressing what you have understood, in appropriate words. 

2.  What is skimming? 

Skimming is the fastest reading speed and is generally used for getting an overall idea of the material read. 

Scanning is another useful tool for speeding up reading.  

3.  What is Scanning? 

While scanning, you look for specific information without reading everything. 
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4.  What is Decoding?  

Decoding is the process by which graphic representations such as tables and graphs are interpreted. 

The data are made meaningful to the readers. 

5.  What is Encoding? 

Encoding is the process by which data (facts, figures) are presented in a non-verbal form. (i.e. as tables, 

graphs) 

6.  What is a prefix? 

A prefix is a letter or a group of letters which is added to the beginning of a root word in order to modigy it. 

Usually, the new word formed is the opposite of the given word. 

7.  What is a suffix? 
A suffix is a letter or a group of letters added to the end of a root word. Some suffixes change the grammatical 

function of the word. 

8.  What are derivatives? 

Words that are derived or formed from the base word by adding prefixes and suffixes are called derivatives. 

9.  What are Deteminers? 

Determiners are words placed in front of a noun to clarify what the noun refers to. 

10.  What are Tenses? 

Tenses of verbs are used to express time. They indicate the time and state of the action. 

11. What are the tips to be followed while writing notice? 

 Enclose in a box 

 Do not exceed 50 words. 

 Be brief, 

 Include details of event/ 

 Programme. 

 Avoid pronouns. 

 Use passive form. 

12.  What is a message? 

A message is a verbal, written, or recorded communication sent to or left for a recipient who cannot be 

contacted directly. 

13.  What is the format for drafting a speech?  

Format 

 Analyse the topic and be clear about the purpose of the speech. 

 Gather enough material. 

 Construct an outline. Don’t forget to greet and thank the audience. 

 Add supporting details. 

 Think of an effective opening. 

 Sum up your points in your conclusion. 

 Write your speech and edit it  
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Poem – 1  

ONCE UPON A TIME  
(Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy;…)  

Gabriel Okara 
 

 
Once upon a time, son 

They used to laugh with their hearts 

And laugh with their eyes: 

But now they only laugh with their teeth 

While their ice-block-cold eyes 

Search behind my shadow. 

Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy; kfNd>  
mth;fs; tof;fkhf ,jaG+u;tkhf rpupg;ghu;fs; 
ntFspahd fz;fshy; rpupg;ghu;fs; - Mdhy; 
,g;nghOJ mth;fs; gw;fshy; Nghypahfr; rphpf;fpwhh;fs;. 
mNj rkak; mth;fSila czh;T ,y;yhj fz;fs; 
vdJ epoYf;Fg; gpd;dhy; vijNah NjLfpd;wd. 

There was a time indeed  

They used to shake hands with their hearts 

But that’s gone, son 

Now they shake hands without hearts 

While their left hands search   

My empty pockets. 

mg;gb xU fhyk; cz;ikahfNt ,Ue;jJ.   
mth;fs; tof;fkhf ,jag;g+h;tkhf ifFYf;Fthu;fs;.   
Mdhy; mJ Ngha;tpl;lJ> kfNd - mth;fs; 
,g;nghOJ; ,jaG+u;tkhf ,y;yhky; ifFYf;Ffpwhu;fs; 
mtu;fsJ ,lJ ifNah NjLfpwJ. 
vdJ fhypahd rl;ilg;igfis 

“Feel at home!”, “Come again”: 

They say, and when I come 

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice 

There will be no thrice – 

For then I find doors shut on me. 

“nrhe;j tPLNghy; epidj;Jf;nfhs;”> “kPz;Lk; th.” 
vd;W mth;fs; $Wfpwhh;fs;> ehd; kPz;Lk; tUk;NghJ  
kPz;Lk; nrhy;yg;gLfpwJ nrhe;j tPLNghy; 
epidj;Jf;nfhs; vd> xU Kiw ,uz;L Kiw. 
Mdhy; %d;whk; Kiw nrhy;ykhl;lhu;fs;. 
mjd; gpwF vdf;fhd fjTfs; %lg;gLtijNa ghu;f;fpNwd;. 

So I have learnt many things, son 

I have learned to wear many faces 

Like dresses – home face 

Office face, street face, host face 

Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

Like a fixed portrait smile. 

MfNt ehd; gy tpraq;fis fw;wpUf;fpNwd;> kfNd 
ehd; gy Kfq;fis mzpe;J nfhs;sf; fw;wpUf;fpNwd;.   
cilfs; khw;WtJ NghyNt> - tPl;L Kfk;> 
mYtyf Kfk;> njU Kfk;> tpUe;jspg;gth; Kfk;> 
midj;Jk; fye;j Kfk;> midj;jpYk; rpupj;j Kfk; 
epiyahd xU Xtpaj;jpd; Gd;dif Nghy 

And I have learned too 

To laugh with only my teeth 

And shake hands without my heart 

I have also learned to say “Goodbye” 

When I mean “Good-riddance”: 

To say “Glad to meet you” 

Without being glad; and to say “It’s been 

Nice talking to you”, after being bored. 

ehDk;$l fw;wpUf;fpNwd;> 
Nghypahf gw;fshy; kl;Lk; rphpg;gjw;F 
,jag+h;tkhf ,y;yhky; iffis FYf;Ftjw;F 
ehDk; fw;wpUf;fpNwd;. “Fl; ig” vd;W nrhy;tjw;F 
mjw;F ehd;nfhs;Sk; nghUs; “ey;y epk;kjp”  
“cq;fis re;jpg;gjpy; kfpo;r;rp” vd;W nrhy;tjw;F  
kfpo;r;rpNa ,y;yhky; 
“cq;fsplk; NgrpaJ ed;whf ,Ue;jJ”  
vd;W rypg;gile;jgpd; nrhy;tjw;F (fw;wpUf;fpNwd;) 

But believe me, son. 

I want to be what I used to be 

When I was like you. I want 

to unlearn all these muting things. 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

how to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 

shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 

Mdhy; vd;id ek;G> kfNd> 
ehd; vg;gb ,Uf;fpNwNdh> mJNghyNt ,Uf;f tpUk;gpNdd; 
ehd; cd;idg; Nghy; ,Uf;Fk;nghOJ> 
,j;jifa kiwf;Fk; tpraq;fis fy;yhky; ,Ug;gjw;F 
kw;wtu;fSf;fhf ehd; kPz;Lk; fw;f tpUk;gpNdd; 
vg;gbr; rpupg;gJ fz;zhbapy; vd; rpupg;igf; fhz 
gw;fis kl;Lk; fhl;b ghk;gpd; nfhba tp\g; gy; Nghy 

So show me, son, 

how to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

once upon a time when I was like you. 

Mifahy; vdf;Ff; fhz;gp> kfNd 
vg;gbr; rphpg;gJ> vg;gb vd;W vdf;Ff; fhz;gp> 
ehd; tof;fkhfr; rphpg;gjw;Fk; Gd;difg;gjw;Fk;..  
xU fhyj;jpy; ehd; cd;idg; Nghy;jhd; ,Ue;Njd;. 
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Answers for Warm Up: 

a.  Guess what friendly words of two gentlemen exchange when shaking hands. 

A. Hi, friend very glad to meet you 

B. Hai I am glad too. 

A. Very much memorable moment this is! 

B. Yeah I agree with you. 
 

b. The children in the picture are watching an exciting sporting event their school team is winning. Suggest suitable 

utterances reflecting their feelings: 
 

Hurrah! Our team has won the match 

Hey!  We are the winners 

 Ooooooo!  Our team deserves the winning 
 

c. Given a chance, any adult would wish to become a child again for many reasons. Fill the boxes 

with some of what you imagine could be the reasons. 
 

e.g. I need not worry 

about project deadlines. 

I will be forgiven for 

simple mistakes. 

I can play without worries. I can joyfully fight with 

my siblings. 

I can wear my pajamas 

the whole day. 

I will have stress-free 

life. 

I don’t have responsibil-

ities except my studies. 

I can enjoy the school 

life with my friends. 

I can sleep as long as I 

like. 

I am being fondled by 

my grandparents. 

I can easily climb the trees 

and pluck the fruits. 

I can have more friends.  

 

Appreciation Questions: Page 23 

1. Based on your understanding of the poem answer the following questions in one or two 

sentences each. 

i.   What do you associate with the title of the poem? 

  The title clearly indicates about the past. I associate that a fairytale may be in a poetic form. 

Here ‘Once upon a Time’ suggests how people were once. It is far from what is being witnessed 

in the society now. 

ii.   What is the relationship between the narrator and the listener? 

  The relationship between the narrator and the listener is father and son. 
 

iii.  What happens to the poet when he visits someone for the third time? 

  When the poet visits someone for the third time, they will get fed up and slam the doors shut.  

In other words they won’t allow him to come into their house. 
 

iv.  Pick out the expressions that indicate conflicting ideas. 

The expressions that indicate conflicting ideas are “laugh with their hearts and laugh with their 

eyes”, and “laugh with their teeth”.   Laughing with one’s heart and eyes reveal real gladness. But 

laughing with one’s teeth reveals one’s external showy love. 
 

v.   How does the poet compare his face with dresses? 

  The poet learnt how to change faces in different situations. Like changing dresses, he is forced 

to wear facial expressions. 

vi.  What does the poet mean when he says ‘good bye’? 

  The poet has been able to change with the society.  He has learnt learnt to say ‘good bye’ in an 

unnatural way. 

vii.  What pleasantries does the poet use to fake cordiality? 

  In the first line of the third stanza “Feel at home!”, “Come again” the poet uses fake cordiality.  

People welcome the guests for two times but the third time they will treat the guests differently. 
 

viii.  What does he desire to relearn and unlearn? 

  The poet desires to learn how to say goodbye in a nice way.  He desires to unlearn all the bad 

habits he has picked up over the years. 

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.TrbTnpsc.Com

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/
https://www.Padasalai.Net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 

  +1 English                                                          Unit-1                                                Way to success 

  wtsteam100@gmail.com                                    - 22 -                                       www.waytosuccess.org  

 

ix.  How is the poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror? 

     The poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror is like a snake’s bare teeth. 
 

x.   What does the poet long for? 

      The poet longs for child-like innocence.   

xi.  Mention the qualities the child in the poem symbolizes. 

  Innocence and ignorance are the qualities of the child in the poem symbolizes. 
 

Book Back Questions (Page 24): 

2.  Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the box given and complete the summary of the poem:  

  The poet Okara in this narrative monologue painfully condemns the __(a)___ displayed by adults, 

both in their words and actions. Here, a father laments to his son about the negative changes that creep 

into the attitude and behaviour of humans, when they grow into __(b)___. He says that people used 

to be ___(c)___ when they laugh and the honesty would be reflected in their eyes. But, people of 

modern times laugh ___(d)____. Their handshakes used to be warm and happy conveying a sense of 

togetherness, but nowadays the handshakes have become a mere __(e)___. He warns his son that 

people are not trust-worthy and have become so selfish that they are concerned only about their own 

__(f)___ benefits. People utter words of welcome and exchange ___(g)____, but those words come 

only from the tip of their tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. Humans have learnt the art 

of changing their ___(h)____expressions according to situations merely to ensure social acceptance. 

They wear___(i)____ and exhibit multiple faces. The narrator admits that he has also changed into a 

hypocrite. However, he tells his son that though he __(j)____ his expressions, he does all these against 

his will. He says he wants to become a __(k)___again and laugh genuinely. He wants to __(l)___ the 

unreal things and __(m)___how to laugh as he had done once upon a time. When he laughs before 

the __(n)____, he sees no expression. His teeth are bare like that of the __(o)___ of a snake. So, he 

asks his son to show him how to laugh the way he used to laugh, when he was a kid like him. 
 

a) duplicity    b) adults    c) genuine      d) superficially      e) fakes    f) personal      g) pleasantries      

h) facial      i)  falsity       j) masks       k) child      l) unlearn      m) relearn      n) mirror     o) fangs   
 

3A.  Interpret each of the following expressions used in the poem, in one or two lines:   

i. Laugh with their eyes 

The poet means once the people laugh whole heartedly. 
 

ii. Shake hands without hearts 

The poet means nowadays people shake their hands without any involvement. They shake just 

for formality. 
 

iii. Like a fixed portrait smile 

Just like people keep changing dresses to suit different occasions, the poet has learnt to behave 

differently in different situations 
 

iv. Hands search my empty pockets 

Nowadays people introduce themselves without any involvement and they estimate other’s value. 
 

v. To unlearn all these muting things 

 The poet wants to get rid of this false laugh showing only the teeth. 

 

3B. Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 i.   ‘But now they only laugh with their teeth, 

      While their ice-block –cold eyes…’ 

 a) Who are ‘they’? 

  They are people of modern days. 
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 b) Explain: ice-block-cold eyes. 

  The expression ‘ice-block-cold eyes’ refers to eyes without any warmth of feeling. 

 c) Identify the figure of speech used here. 

  Metaphor 
  

 ‘ii.  Most of all, I want to relearn 

           How to laugh, for my life in the mirror 

           Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs!’ 

a) Why does the poet want to relearn how to laugh? 

  The poet wants to show his real feelings.  Hence he wants to relearn how to laugh. 

 b)  Whom does the poet want to relearn from? 

            The poet wants to relearn from his son. 

 c)  Mention the figure of speech used here. 

            like a snake’s bare fangs - Simile 
 

ADDITIONAL APPRECIATION QUESTIONS: 
1.  Once upon a time, son, 

they used to laugh with their hearts 

and laugh with their eyes: 

but now they only laugh with their teeth, 

while their ice-block-cold eyes 

search behind my shadow.  
 

a)   What does the poet convey through the oft-repeated phrase, ‘once upon a time?’ 

  Here ‘Once upon a Time’ suggests how people behaved in the past. Maybe the poet thinks that 

expecting sincerity in people’s actions is like a fairy tale, which is not real.  

b)   Whom is the poet talking to? 

The poet is talking to his son. 

c)   What does the poet mean by “laugh with their hearts” and “laugh with their teeth?” 

Laughing with one’s heart reveals real gladness while laughing with one’s teeth reveals one’s 

external showy love. 
 

d)   What are ‘they’ searching behind the poet’s shadow? 
   Search behind one’s shadow means that people have a habit of accepting shadows rather than 

accepting real people.  

e)   What do you understand by ‘laughing with teeth?’ 

Laughter or smile is the outcome of happiness. When we pretend to be happy, then we smile by 

showing our teeth by opening the mouth as wide as possible.  
 

f)   How is laughing with heart different from that with teeth? 

Laughing with heart is the genuine expression of happiness and harmony. On the other hand, 

laughing with teeth is fake. 

g)   What does ‘ice-block-cold eyes’ suggest? 

‘Ice-block-cold eyes’ refers to people’s insensitivity and lack of gentle emotions to fellow 

beings in the society. 
 

h)   Why does the poet address the poem to his son? 

The poet is sad that he belongs to a fake society, fake expressions and smile. He doesn’t want his son 

to have this hollowness of the society. So he addresses his poem to his son. 

i)   What is the poet’s emotion when he says, ‘Once upon a time, son, they used to laugh with 

their hearts?’ 
The poet is sad and helpless. He feels nostalgic about the lost charm of the society, once upon a time.  
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2. There was a time indeed 

they used to shake hands with their hearts: 

but that’s gone, son. 

Now they shake hands without hearts 

while their left hands search 

my empty pockets. 
 

a)  How do people shake hands without hearts? 

 People express fake intimacy with people they don’t like. They shake hands without hearts.  
 

b)  What do people’s left hands do while their right hands shake hands with people? 

 While shaking hands with their right hands, people send their left hands into their friends’ 

pockets. It means friendship and intimacy is all for selfish motives. 
 

3. ‘Feel at home!’ ‘Come again’: 

They say, and when I come 

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice, 

There will be no thrice- 

For then I find doors shut on me. 
 

a)  Why do people invite repeatedly? 

People repeatedly invite their friends but they don’t expect them to accept the invitations. They 

invite without any sincerity.  
 

b)  Why is there no ‘third time’ for the poet to feel at his host’s home? 

When the poet visits someone for the third time, the host will get fed up and slam the doors 

shut.  The host won’t allow the author to come into his house. 
 

4. So I have learned many things, son. 

I have learned to wear many faces 

like dresses – home face, 

office face, street face, host face, 

cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

like a fixed portrait smile. 
 

a) What has the poet learnt about faces? 

  The poet has learnt how to change faces according to different situations. 
 

b) Why is the poet forced to wear faces? 

  The poet is forced to wear faces because many people wear smiles like dresses and none is 

sincere and honest. 
 

5. And I have learned too 

to laugh with only my teeth 

and shake hands without my heart. 

I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’, 

when I mean ‘Good-riddance’: 

to say ‘Glad to meet you’, 

without being glad; and to say ‘It’s been 

nice talking to you’, after being bored. 
 

a) Do you think that the poet has been able to change with the society? Give an example. 

 Yes, I think that the poet has been able to change with the society.  He has learnt to laugh 

artificially and learnt to say hello in an unnatural way. 
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b) What do you mean by ‘good riddance’? 

 It is an expression of relief at being free of any unwanted person, 
 

c) Mention the poetic device employed here.  Explain with an example. 

 The poet used Oxymoron here.  It is known from the line “It’s been nice talking to you’ after 

being bored. 
 

6. But believe me, son. 

I want to be what I used to be 

when I was like you. I want 

to unlearn all these muting things. 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

how to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 

shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 
 

a) What is the poet asking his son to teach him? Why? 

 The poet is asking his son to teach how to behave as a young boy.  The poet is getting tired of 

all the artificial and unnatural attitude of people.   
 

b) Which muting things is the poet referring to? 

 Laughing unnaturally and shaking hands inwardly with contempt and hatred but outwardly 

with a fake smile are the muting things the poet is referring to. 

c) What made the poet’s teeth look in the mirror like those of a snake? 

 The artificial smile of the poet made his teeth look in the mirror like those of a snake. 
 

7. So show me, son, 

how to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

once upon a time when I was like you. 
 

a)  Who is the speaker here? 

 The poet is the speaker here. 
 

b)  What does the poet ask his son to show? 

 The poet asks his son to show how to laugh and smile. 
 

c)  What is the figure of speech employed in the last line? 

 when I was like you - Simile 
 

d)  What is the message conveyed in these last lines? 
 The poet wants the younger generation to behave naturally and sincerely.   

 

Book Back Questions (Text page 24): 

3C. Explain the following lines with reference to the context:  

   i.  Once upon a time, son 

       They used to laugh with their hearts 

Context:   

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

 The poem is a father’s address to his son., where the father wants to learn from his son how to 

go back to normality and no longer fake. The poem starts by the father telling his son how the 

people used to laugh with their hearts in olden times. 

Comment: 

This description in the poem gives the impression of genuine emotion given off by the people in the past  
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ii. There will be no thrice 

Context: 

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

In the first line of the third stanza “Feel at home!”, “Come again” the poet uses fake cordiality.  

People welcome the guests for two times but the third time they will treat differently. 

Comment: Their falseness is reflected in the language they use.   
 

iii. I have learned to wear my faces 

     Like dresses….. 

Context: 

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

The poet presents the adaptations and solutions that the man has found to counter the problems. 

He tells of the false personalities or of his ‘many faces’. He says that he has an ‘office-face, street-

face, and host-face, proving that he acts differently under different circumstances. He then adds 

that they have, ‘conforming smiles, like a fixed portrait’.  

Comment: This suggests, even more, falseness and changes. 
 

iv. I want to be what I used to be 

Context: 

The above lines are taken from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by Gabriel Okara, a 

Nigerian poet. 

Explanation: 

The poet tells his son that he wants to go back to his childhood. He wants to get back his lost 

identity. He expresses a desire to unlearn whatever he has forced himself to learn. 

Comment: 

He asks his son to help him be happy once again and acquire the childlike innocence he once 

possessed as a child. 
 

ADDITONAL ERCS: 

Stanza 1 

Once upon a time, son 

They used to laugh with their eyes: 

But now they only laugh with their teeth, 

While their ice-block-cold eyes 

Search behind my shadow. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by “Gaberiel Okara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

Here ‘Once upon a Time’ suggests how people behaved in the past. ‘Once upon a Time’ is a phrase 

used in ‘fairy tales’. Maybe the poet thinks that expecting sincerity in people’s actions is like a 

fairy tale, which is not real. In the past people were honest, sincere in their dealings with one 

another. But now the laugh does not express any real happiness. People laugh showing their teeth. 

“Ice-block-cold eyes” refers to absence of any real feeling. The idiom “to be under somebody’s 

shadow” means to receive less attention than another person. Here the poet means that while 

greeting each other people don’t have any real love or attraction. 

Comment:  These lines give the impression of genuine emotion given off by the people.  
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Stanza 2 

There was a time indeed 

They used to shake hands with their hearts: 

But that’s gone, son. 

Now they shake hands without hearts: 

While their left hands search 

My empty pockets. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by “GaberielOkara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet uses the words ‘hearts’ and ‘faces’ to refer to emotion. He says that people in the past 

showed emotions on their faces coming from the heart when shaking hands or when laughing. It 

is true that we can see the emotion in one’s eyes. 

Comment: 

These lines give the impression of genuine emotion given off by the people in the past.  
 

Stanza 3 

‘Feel at home!’ ‘Come again’: 

They say, and when I come 

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice, 

There will be no thrice – 

For then I find doors shut on me. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a time” written by ‘Gaberiel Okara’, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet says that people these days are not sincere when they say ‘feel at home’ and ‘come again. 

They do not really invite other people. The words are used only for the sake of formality. 

Comment: These lines brings out the false love and respect expressed.   
 

Stanza 4 

So I have learned many things, son. 

I have learned to wear many faces 

Like dresses – home face, 

office face, street face, host face, 

cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

like a fixed portrait smile. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by ‘Gaberiel Okara’, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The speaker tells us that he has learnt to deal with this fake, insincere world by changing himself 

like other those people. Like others, he too hides his real feelings. He says that he has learnt “to 

wear many faces like dresses” Just like people keep changing dresses to suit different occasions, 

the poet has learnt to behave differently in different situations. 

Comment: 

The poet dramatically pictures falseness and changes. 
 

Stanza 5 

And I have learned too 

To laugh with only my teeth 
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And shake hands without my heart. 

I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’, 

When I mean ‘Good-riddance’; 

To say ‘Glad to meet you’, 

Without being glad; and to say ‘It’s been 

Nice talking to you’, after being bored. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by ‘Gaberiel Okara’, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet admits that he has learnt to say what fits each situation instead of speaking the truth. He 

fakes his behaviour. When he feels like saying ‘Good-riddance’, he says ‘Goodbye’. When he 

feels like saying ‘Good-riddance’, He says ‘Glad to meet you’, without feeling glad. 

Comment: 

The poet says he has also learnt to greet people with pretended gladness. 
 

Stanza 6 

But believe me, son. 

I want to be what I used to be  

When I was like you. I want 

To unlearn all these muting things 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 

Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 
 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a time” written by “Gaberiel Okara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation: 

Here ‘muting’ refers to ‘changing all the time’. The poet has learnt to behave with pretended 

gladness. He tells his son that he wants to get rid of this false laugh showing only the teeth. The 

comparison of his laugh in the mirror to a snake’s bare fangs brings out the fact that the smile is 

artificial and might be dangerous. The poet regrets his fake behaviour and so expresses his desire 

to unlearn all those bad things and learn how to laugh sincerely. 

Comment: 

These lines express the poet’s longing to go back in time and have his childlike innocence and 

sincerity. 
 

Stanza 7 

So, show me, son, 

How to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

Once upon a time when I was like you. 

Context:   

The above lines are from the poem “Once upon a Time” written by “Gaberiel Okara”, a Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation 

The poet asks his son to show how to laugh sincerely. Children do not fake things. They show 

what they really feel. Again, the phrase ‘once upon a time’ reiterates the fact that he wants to be 

what he used to be long time ago as a boy. 

Comment: 

The poet asks his son to help him be happy once again and acquire the childlike innocence he 

once possessed as a boy. 
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Book Back Paragraph Questions: 

4.  Answer the following questions in about 100 – 150 words each: 

i)  Explain the things the poet has learnt when he grew into an adult. 

  Gabriel Okara (the Nigerian poet) brings out the difference between the behaviour of the 

people in the past and their behaviour at present. In the past people laughed with their hearts 

sincerely. They greeted one another with real gladness. But now, people laugh with any real 

happiness and greet one another with an artificial, pretended smile. Okara says that he has also 

learnt to behave in an artificial manner like other people. 
 

ii)  This poem is nothing but a criticism of modern life.  Justify this statement. 

  The background of the poem is that the poet remembers the way people used to behave 

and interact with each other in the past and how people interact with others now. The purpose of 

this poem is to try to bring them back to the past behaviour with emotion and with their heart. 

The poem is a father’s address to his son. The son is a small boy and he does things with real 

emotion. The father wants to forget his fake personality and re-learn really the cordial behaviour. 

And he is asking the son to show him how to express true love and show real feelings to others. 
 

iii. Face is the index of the mind.  Does this adage concur with the views of the poet? 

“Face is the index of the mind” is a proverb. It means that our facial expressions reveal 

our feelings----joy, anger, sorrow, disapproval etc. This is true to some extent. But in the poem 

“Once upon a time”, Okara disproves this proverb. Nowadays people greet one another with a 

smile, but there is no real happiness. On meeting somebody they say “glad to see you”, but they 

are not really glad, but they are bored. When somebody says, “good bye” with a smiling face, he 

(she) is thinking “good riddance” with these examples, Okara proves that the proverb “Face is 

the index of the mind” cannot be always true. 

  

ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS:                          
 

iv.  Justify the title of the poem “once upon a time” (or) What does the title of the poem 

“Once upon a time” indicate? 
 Gabriel Okara, a Nigerian poet is the composer of the poem “Once upon a time”. This is 

very catchy title. It clearly indicates the past. The poet remembers that in the past, people used 

to show happiness from their hearts on meeting someone. But nowadays people think that the 

arrival of a guest creates big problem. So they want riddance at the earliest possible. Artificiality 

has taken the place of reality. He remarks that there was a time when people felt real joy on 

meeting their friends and relatives. Their behaviour was so genuine and full of warmth affection. 

But nowadays people shake hands with their rights, while their left hands search their friend’s 

pocket to get something. In the poem the poet has contrasted the past with the present, so the title 

is justified and appropriate. 
 

 CREATIVE PARAGRAPH: (HOTS QUESTIONS) 

v.  Childishness is a great virtue  -  Elucidate this point with special reference to the poem ‘Once 

Upon a Time’.   (OR)  What are the values and African cultures presented by the poet? 

(HOTS-Higher Order Thinking Skill Questions) 
 

 Okara’s poem “Once upon a Time” presents an interesting reading. The poem is a 

monologue----the poet addresses his son, but his son does not say anything. 
 

The poet compares the behavior of the people in the past and their behavior at present. 

Once upon a time people laughed with their hearts, that is sincerely. Their eyes shone with real 

happiness. But now people laugh without real feelings. They only show their teeth while laughing 

and their eyes are “ice-block-cold”. Now people shake hands without real gladness. A person 
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shakes his right hand with another, but his left hand is trying to pick the other man’s pocket. 

“Feel at home” and “Come again” are simply said without sincere feeling. When the poet visits 

someone for a third time the doors are shut on him! 
 

Now the poet says that he has also learnt to behave like other people. He puts an artificial 

gladness. He changes his facial expression according to different situations. He has become a 

fake. Now the poet feels sorry for his behavior. He wishes to go back to his boyhood days and 

show real feelings. He wants his son to make him (the poet) unlearn the artificial behavior. The 

poets’ son is a small boy and he has the childlike innocence. “Childishness is a great virtue”, 

because children are simple and they do not know the pretended behavior. Okara feels that 

colonization of Africa by European countries (England, France and others) has spoilt the native 

African simplicity and sincerity. 
 

Book Back Exercise (Text pg 24): 

5.    Listening Activity: First read the questions given below. Next, listen to an excerpt from a poem 

read out by your teacher or played on a recorder. Note how a child admires and praises the 

abilities of his/her father. Then tick the right answers from the options given.  
 

i) When the __________ needs to be repaired, they have to hire a man. 

  a) heater b) furnace c) stove  d) oven 

ii) Father knows no word like ______ 

  a) fail  b) frail  c) jail   d) snail 

iii) It is certain that the father would restore the ________ of the family members. 

  a) glory b) properity c) confidence  d) happiness 

iv) The father not be able to mend a broken ___________ 

  a) table  b) bench c) chair  d)stool 

v) The children expect their ________ to guide them in action. 

  a) mother b) father c) teacher  d) guardian 
 

     Answer: i) b) furnance     ii) a) fail     iii)  c) confidence     iv) c) chair    v) a) mother 
 

Poetic Devices:  

1. Repetition: "Once upon a time" in the 1st and last lines 

2. Simile: Like dresses – home face (Line 21) 

3. Simile:"..conforming smile like a fixed portrait smile." (Line 24) 

4. When I was like you. I want (Line 35) 

5. once upon a time when I was like you. (Line 43) 

6. Metaphor: "Ice-block cold eyes" (Line 5) 

7. Sarcasm:"feel at home!" "come again" (Line 13) 
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Supplementary – 1  

AFTER TWENTY YEARS  
(,UgJ Mz;LfSf;Fg; gpwF…)  

O. Henry 
 

 

Warm Up: 
a. What do you expect your close friends to do for you? Beautify the petals with yourthoughts. 

           1.entertain   2.share  3. help  4. care   5. advice    6. co-operate   7. trust  8. comfort 
 

b. i)  Find out when the International Day of Friendship is celebrated.  

            The International Day of Friendship is celebrated on 30th July of every year. 

    ii) How is that day celebrated?  

   To mark the International Day of Friendship, the UN encourages governments, organizations, and community 

groups to hold events, activities and initiatives that promote solidarity, mutual understanding and reconciliation. The 

International Day of Friendship is a UN observance and not a public holiday. The UN wanted to involve young 

people, as future leaders, in community activities that include different cultures and promote international 

understanding and respect for diversity. 
 

c. We have heard of the proverb ‘Familiarity breeds contempt’. Do you think that the passage of time 

strengthens friendship? Share your reasons with your class.  

   We never value the things which we are always closely associated with. We never consider those things 

a valuable one. For example, We never value the affection between us and our parents and also the friendship 

between us and our close friends. Our intimacy with our friends will get strength, if we leave from them. The 

passage of time makes us always think of our friends. It will strengthen the friendship. 
 

Here is a story entitled ‘After Twenty 

Years’ which is about two best friends 

who had to part ways. They return to keep 

an appointment they had made twenty 

years ago. Read to find out what happens 

when they meet again. 

gphpe;J nrd;w ,uz;L rpwe;j ez;gh;fisg; gw;wp “,UgJ 
tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF” vd;w jiyg;gpy; ,q;F xU fij 
nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. mth;fs; ,UgJ tUlq;fSf;F 
Kd;dhy; mth;fsJ el;G njhlh;tjw;F xU re;jpg;Gj; 
jpl;lj;ij cUthf;fpf; nfhz;L kPz;Lk; te;J 
re;jpf;fpwhh;fs;. mth;fs; kPz;Lk; re;jpf;Fk; nghOJ vd;d 
elf;fpwJ vd;gijg; gbj;Jj; njupe;Jnfhs;Sq;fs;. 

The policeman on the beat moved up the 

avenue impressively. The impressiveness 

was habitual and not for show, for 

spectators were few. The time was barely 10 

o’clock at night, but chilly gusts of wind with 

a taste of rain in them had well nigh 

deepeopled the streets. 

xU fhtyh; mfykhd me;jj; njUtpy; RWRWg;ghf 
cyhte;Jnfhz;bUe;jhu;.  me;j RWRWg;G  tof;fkhd 
xd;Wjhd;. ghu;itahsu;fs; FiwT vd;gjhy; kw;wtu;fs; 
ghu;g;gjw;fhf mtu; mg;gb nra;atpy;iy. Neuk; ,uT 10 
kzpia neUq;fpf;nfhz;bUe;jJ.  kio thridAld; tPrpa 
Fsph;r;rpahd fhw;Wld; Vwf;Fiwa kf;fs; FbapUf;ff;$ba 
njUf;fshf ,Ue;jJ. 

Trying doors as he went, twirling his club 

with many intricate and artful movements, 

turning now and then to cast his watchful eye 

adown the pacific thoroughfare, the officer, 

with his stalwart form and slight swagger, 

made a fine picture of a guardian of the 

peace. The vicinity was one that kept early 

hours. Now and then you might see the lights 

of a cigar store or of an all night lunch 

counter; but the majority of the doors 

belonged to business places that had long 

since been closed. 

 

nry;Yk;NghNj G+l;bapUe;j xt;nthU fjTfisAk; 
Nrhjpj;Jf;nfhz;Nl> jhd; itj;jpUe;j fk;Gfis 
Row;wpf;nfhz;Nl> gy Mz;Lfs; jhk; ngw;w gapw;rpfspd; 
tpisthf gy rpf;fyhd kw;Wk; fiyeakpf;f mirTfSlDk;> 
mt;tg;NghJ jpUk;gpg; ghu;j;Jf;nfhz;L jd;Dila 
[hf;fpuijahd fz;fshy; me;j njUtpd; fPo;gFjp KOtJk; 
msntLj;Jf;nfhz;Nl te;j me;j mjpfhup kpfTk; 
nghWg;ghdtuhf nfhQ;rk; fz;bg;ghdtuhf xU mikjpapd; 
fhtyUf;Fz;lhd midj;J mk;rq;fSlDk; njd;gl;lhu;. 
me;jg;gFjp Ngf;fupfs; mjpfKs;s gFjp vd;gjhy; tpahghupfs; 
tpbaw;fhiyapy;jhd; RWRWg;ghf ,aq;Fthu;fs;. RUl;Lf; fil 
kw;Wk; ,uTNeu cztfq;fspd; ntspr;rq;fis kl;LNk 
Mq;fhq;Nf ePq;fs; ghu;f;fyhk;.  kw;wgb tpahghuk; eilngWk; 
filfs; midj;Jk; %lg;gl;L ntF Neukhfptpl;lJ.  
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When about midway of a certain block the 

policeman suddenly slowed his walk. In the 

doorway of a darkened hardware store a man 

leaned, with an unlighted cigar in his mouth. 

As the policeman walked up to him the man 

spoke up quickly. 

  xU Fwpg;gpl;l gpshf;fpd; eLg;gFjpapy;> fhtyhpd; eil 
Ntfk; jpBnud Fiwe;jJ.  xU kdpjd; xU G+l;lg;gl;l 
,Ul;lhd ,Uk;G [hkhd;fs; tpw;Fk; filapd; 
Eiothapypy;> thapy; gw;witf;fg;glhj xU RUl;Lld; 
rha;e;J epd;Wnfhz;bUe;jhd;. fhtyh; mtid Nehf;fp 
ele;J nrd;wjhy;> me;j kdpjd; clNd Ngrpdhd;. 

“It's all right, officer,” he said, reassuringly. 

“I’m just waiting for a friend. It's an 

appointment made twenty years ago. Sounds 

a little funny to you, doesn't it? Well, I'll 

explain if you'd like to make certain it's all 

straight. About that long ago there used to be 

a restaurant where this store stands—Big 

Joe’ Brady's restaurant.” 

“ey;yJ> Iah” kpfTk; Mu;tkhfr; nrhd;dhd;. “ehd; xU 
ez;gUf;fhf fhj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpNwd;. mJ xU ,UgJ 
Mz;LfSf;F Kd;dhy; jPl;lg;gl;l re;jpg;Gj; jpl;lk;.  mJ 
cq;fSf;F Ntbf;ifahf ,Uf;Fk;  ,y;iyah? rhp> 
mjDila tptuq;fis ePq;fs; Mu;tkhf ,Ue;jhy; ehd; 
Neubahfr; nrhy;Ntd;. Vwf;Fiwa gy tUlq;fSf;F 
Kd;G ,e;jf; fil ,Uf;Fk; ,lj;jpy;> “gpf; N[h gpuhb]; 
nu];lhnuz;l;” vd;w xd;W ,Ue;jJ.   

"Until five years ago," said the policeman. "It 

was torn down then." 

The man in the doorway struck a match and 

lit his cigar. The light showed a pale, square–

jawed face with keen eyes, and a little white 

scar near his right eyebrow. His scarf pin was 

a large diamond, oddly set. 

 

“Ie;J tUlq;fSf;F Kd;G tiu mJ ,Ue;jJ.  mJ 
gpd;du; ,bf;fg;gl;Ltpl;lJ.” fhtyu; nrhd;dhu;. me;j 
kdpjd; filthapypy; epd;W nfhz;L mtUila RUl;il 
xU jPf;Fr;rpahy; curp neUg;igg; gw;witj;jhh;. me;j 
ntspr;rk; xU ntspwpa Mu;tkhd fz;fs; nfhz;l rJu 
tbt jhilnfhz;l Kfj;ij ntspr;rkpl;Lf; fhl;baJ. 
tyJfz; GUtj;jpy; xU rpwpa nts;isj; jOk;G ,Ue;jJ. 
mtd; fl;bapUe;j il> rl;ilNahL ,izf;fg;gl;bUe;j 
gpd;dhdJ  xU nghpa ituj;ijj; jhq;fpapUe;jJ.  

"Twenty years ago to–night," said the man, "I 

dined here at Big Joe Brady's with Jimmy 

Wells, my best chum, and the finest chap in the 

world. He and I were raised here in New York, 

just like two brothers, together. I was eighteen 

and Jimmy was twenty. The next morning I 

was to start for the West to make my fortune. 

You couldn't have dragged Jimmy out of New 

York; he thought it was the only place on earth. 

Well, we agreed that night that we would meet 

here again exactly twenty years from that date 

and time, no matter what our conditions might 

be or from what distance we might have to 

come. We figured that in twenty years each of 

us ought to have our destiny worked out and 

our fortunes made, whatever they were going 

to be." 

“,UgJ tUlq;fSf;F Kd;dhy; ,Nj ,utpy;” me;j 
kdpjd; nrhd;dhd; “ehd; ,q;Nf ,e;j gpf; N[h gpuhb]; 
cztfj;jpy; vd; MUapu; ez;gDk; ,t;TyfpNyNa 
kpfr;rpwe;j ey;y ,isQDkhd [pk;kpAld; 
cztUe;jpf;nfhz;bUe;Njd;. mtDk; ehDk; ,q;Nf 
,uz;L rNfhjuu;fisg;Nghy epA+ahu;f;fpy; tsu;e;jtu;fs;. 
vdf;F 18 taJ [pk;kpf;F 20 taJ. mLj;j ehs; fhiy 
nry;tk; Nru;g;gjw;fhf Nkw;Fg; gFjpf;F nry;y ,Ue;Njd;. 
Mdhy; ePq;fs; [pk;kpia epA+ahu;f;fpypUe;J gpupf;f 
KbahJ. cyfpNyNa mJ (epA+ahu;f;) xd;Wjhd; 
,Ug;gjhf mtd; epidj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpwhd;. ey;yJ> 
ehq;fs; me;j ,uT xU xg;ge;jk; nra;Jnfhz;Nlhk;. 
rupahf ,UgJ Mz;Lfs; fopj;J mNj Njjpapy; mNj 
Neuj;jpy; ehq;fs; ve;j epiyapy; ,Ue;jhYk; vt;tsT 
J}uj;jpy; ,Ue;jhYk; ,q;Nf te;J Nru Ntz;Lk; vd;W 
KbT nra;Njhk;.  vq;fSila jiytpjp fz;bg;ghf 
,UgJ tUlq;fspy; rhpahfptpLk;> nry;tq;fs; 
Nru;j;JtpLNthk; vd;d ele;jhYk; guthapy;iy.” 

"It sounds pretty interesting," said the 

policeman. "Rather a long time between 

meets, though, it seems to me. Haven't you 

heard from your friend since you left?" 

“,J kpfTk; Mu;tj;ij J}z;lf;$bajhf ,Uf;fpwNj” 
vd;whu; fhtyu;. “cq;fs; re;jpg;GfSf;fpilNa kpf ePz;l 
,ilntsp vd;wNghJk; Rthurpakhd tprakhfNt vdf;Fj; 
Njhd;WfpwJ. ePq;fs;  gphpe;J nrd;wjpypUe;J cq;fs; 
ez;gidg; gw;wp VNjDk; Nfs;tpg;gl;Bu;fsh?” 

"Well, yes, for a time we corresponded," said 

the other. "But after a year or two we lost 

track of each other. You see, the West is a 

pretty big proposition, and I kept hustling 

around over it pretty lively.  

 

“ey;yJ. Mk;> xU Kiw ehq;fs; njhlh;G nfhz;Nlhk;” 
mtd; $wpdhd; “Mdhy; XupU tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF 
vq;fSf;F ,ilNa njhlu;G ,y;yhky; Ngha;tpl;lJ. 
cq;fSf;F njupahjjy;y. Nkw;F vd;gJ xU mofhd 
ngupa nry;tk;nfhopf;Fk; gFjp. ehd; mjd; mofpy; 
ftu;r;rpapy; %o;fp Rw;wpr;Rw;wp te;Njd;.  
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But I know Jimmy will meet me here if he's 

alive, for he always was the truest, staunchest 

old chap in the world. He'll never forget. I 

came a thousand miles to stand in this door 

to– night, and it's worth it if my old partner 

turns up." 

Mdhy; vdf;Fj; njupAk; [pk;kp capNuhL ,Ue;jhy; 
epr;rakhf mtd; te;J vd;idr; re;jpg;ghd;. mtd; 
cyfpNyNa cz;ikahdtd; cWjpahdtd;. gioa 
ez;gd;. mtd; xUNghJk; kwf;fkhl;lhd;. ehd; Mapuk; 
iky;fs; fle;J ,q;Nf te;J ,e;j thrypy; epw;fpNwd;. 
vdJ gioa ez;gd; ,q;F tUthdhdhy; ehd; vLj;j 
Kaw;rpf;F gyd; cz;L.” 

The waiting man pulled out a handsome 

watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds. 

“Three minutes to ten, ”he announced. "It 

was exactly ten o'clock when we parted here 

at the restaurant door." 

"Did pretty well out West, didn't you?" asked 

the policeman. 

fhj;jpUe;jtd; ,g;NghJ xU mofhd rpWrpW ituq;fs; 
gjpf;fg;gl;l if fbfhuj;ij ntspNa vLj;J “gj;J 
kzpf;F ,d;Dk; %d;W epkplq;fNs cs;sd” vd 
mwptpj;jhd;. “ehq;fs; rupahf gj;J kzpf;F me;j czT 
tpLjpapd; fjtpd; mUfpypUe;Jjhd; gpupe;J nrd;Nwhk;.” 
fhtyu; “Nkw;fpy; ePq;fs; nropg;ghf ,Ue;jPu;fs; ,y;iyah?” 
vdf; Nfl;lhu;. 

"You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half as 

well. He was a kind of plodder, though, 

good fellow as he was. I've had to compete 

with some of the sharpest wits going to get 

my pile. A man gets in a groove in New 

York. It takes the West to put a razor–edge 

on him." 

“ePq;fs; ge;jak; fl;lyhk;! ehd; epidf;fpNwd; [pk;kp 
vd;dpy; ghjpasTf;Fjhd; rk;ghjpj;jpUg;ghd;. mtd; 
ey;tdhf ,Ue;jhYk; xU tifapy; Nrhk;Ngwp. vd;Dila 
mjpfg;gbahd gzj;ij(nry;tj;ij) miltjw;F rpy 
El;gkhd mwpTld; ehd; Nghl;bapl;bUf;fpNwd;.  
epA+ahh;f;fpy; ,Ug;gJ xU kdpjh; Fifapy; ,Ug;gJNghy. 
Mdhy; Nkw;fpy; trpf;f Gj;jpf;$u;ik Ntz;Lk;. 

The policeman twirled his club and took a step 

or two. "I'll be on my way. Hope your friend 

comes around all right. Going to call time on 

him sharp?" 

"I should say not!" said the other. "I'll give him 

half an hour at least. If Jimmy is alive on earth 

he'll be here by that time. So long, officer." 

"Good–night, sir," said the policeman, passing 

on along his beat, trying doors as he went. 

fhtyh; fk;igr; Row;wpdhh;. NkYk; xd;wpuz;L mbfs; 
ele;jhh;. “ehd; nry;yNtz;bapUf;fpwJ. cq;fsJ ez;gd; 
epr;rak; tUthd;. mtu; rupahd Neuj;Jf;F tuhtpl;lhy; 
nrd;W tpLtPu;fsh?” fhj;jpUe;jtd; nrhd;dhd; “ehd; 
mg;gbr; nra;akhl;Nld;. mtDf;Ff; Fiwe;jgl;rk; miu 
kzp Neuk; mtfhrk; nfhLg;Ngd;. [pk;kp ,e;j G+kpapy; 
capUld; ,Ue;jhy; mtd; me;j Neuj;jpw;Fs; te;JtpLthd;. 
mtidg; ghu;j;J nuhk;g ehshfptpl;lJ Iah” fhtyu; 
jdf;Nf cupa NghyP]; eilapy; nrd;Wnfhz;Nl “,uT 
tzf;fk; Iah” nrhd;dhu;. NghFk;NghJ xt;nthU 
fjitAk; Nehl;lkpl;Lf; nfhz;Nl nrd;whu;. 

There was now a fine, cold drizzle falling, and 

the wind had risen from its uncertain puffs into 

a steady blow. The few foot passengers astir in 

that quarter hurried dismally and silently along 

with coat collars turned high and pocketed 

hands. And in the door of the hardware store the 

man who had come a thousand miles to fill an 

appointment, uncertain almost to absurdity, 

with the friend of his youth, smoked his cigar 

and waited. 

mq;Nf ,g;nghOJ> Fspuhd gdp nga;Jnfhz;Lk;> fhw;W rw;W 
Ntfkhf tPrp rw;W gaKWj;jpagpwF rw;W nkJthf 
,jkhdjhf tPrj; njhlq;fpaJ. rpy eilgazpfs; me;j 
Neuj;jpy; rw;W fytukhfp jhq;fs; mzpe;jpUe;j Nfhl;bd; 
fhyu; gFjpia cau;j;jp jiyapy; khl;bf;nfhz;L iffis 
fhy;rl;il ghf;nfl;Lf;Fs; itj;Jf;nfhz;L rw;W Ntfkhf 
,aq;fj;njhlq;fpdu;. me;j ,Uk;G [hkhd; filapd; fjT 
mUNf Mapuk; iky;fisf; fle;J jd; ez;gid re;jpf;f 
te;jtd; mJ epr;rakpy;yhjjhy; jd; ,sikf;fhy 
ez;gd;kPJ rw;W Nfhgj;Jld; jd;Dila RUl;ilg; 
Gifj;Jf;nfhz;L fhj;jpUe;jhd;. 

About twenty minutes he waited, and then a 

tall man in a long overcoat, with collar turned 

up to his ears, hurried across from the 

opposite side of the street. He went directly 

to the waiting man. 

"Is that you, Bob?" he asked, doubtfully. 

"Is that you, Jimmy Wells?" cried the man in 

the door. 

 ,UgJ epkplq;fshf mtd; fhj;jpUe;j gpwF> xU 
caukhd kdpjd; ePskhd Nkyhilapy;> mtUila 
Nkyhilapd; fhyu; gFjpia jiyf;F cau;j;jp fhJfisAk; 
%bathW mj;njUtpd; vjpu;GwkpUe;J Ntfkhf te;jhd;. 
te;jtd; Neuhf fhj;jpUe;jtdplk; nrd;whd;. 

“eP ‘ghg;’jhNd?” re;Njfj;Jld; mtd; Nfl;lhd;. 

“eP [pk;kp nty;];jhNd” thrypy; epd;wpUe;jtd; fj;jpdhd;. 
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"Bless my heart!" exclaimed the new arrival, 

grasping both the other's hands with his own. 

"It's Bob, sure as fate. I was certain I'd find 

you here if you were still in existence. Well, 

well, well!—twenty years is a long time. The 

old restaurant's gone, Bob; I wish it had lasted, 

so we could have had another dinner there. 

How has the West treated you, old man?" 

“vd; ,jak; Mrpu;tjpf;fg;gl;lJ.” Gjpjhf te;jtd; 
Mr;ru;ag;gl;lhd;. mtu;fs; xUtu; kw;wtuJ iffis 
gpbj;Jf;nfhz;lhu;fs;. “ghg; ekJ tpjp ed;whf ,Uf;fpwJ. eP 
capNuhL ,Ue;jhy; ehd; cd;id ,q;F ghu;g;Ngd; vd;W 
cWjpahf ek;gpapUe;Njd;. ey;yJ ey;yJ ey;yJ. ,UgJ 
Mz;Lfs; vd;gJ kpf ePz;l fhyk;. me;j gioa nu];lhnuz;l; 
Ngha;tpl;lJ ghg;. mJ ,Ue;jpUe;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk;. mq;Nf ehk; 
,d;ndhU tpUe;J rhg;gpl;bUf;fyhk;. Nkw;F vg;gb ,Ue;jJ. mJ 
cd;id vg;gb ftdpj;Jf; nfhz;lJ> fpoth?” 

"Bully; it has given me everything I asked it 

for. You've changed lots, Jimmy. I never 

thought you were so tall by two or three 

inches." 

“KulNd! mJ ehd; Nfl;l vy;yhtw;iwAk; je;jJ. ePjhd; 
nuhk;g khwptpl;lha; [pk;kp. eP ,uz;L %d;W mq;Fyk; 
$Ljyhfp nuhk;g caukhf ,Ug;gha; vd;W xUNghJk; 
epidf;f tpy;iy.” 

"Oh, I grew a bit after I was twenty." 

"Doing well in New York, Jimmy?" 

"Moderately. I have a position in one of the 

city departments. Come on, Bob; we'll go 

around to a place I know of, and have a good 

long talk about old times." 

“X! ehd; ,UgJ tajpw;Fg; gpwF nfhQ;rk; caukhf 
tsh;e;Jtpl;Nld;”    “epA+ahh;f; ed;whf ,Uf;fpwjh [pk;kp?” 
“Rkhuhf (kpjkhf) ,Uf;fpwJ. ehd; khefuhl;rpapd; xU 
Jiwapy; xU Ntiyapy; ,Uf;fpNwd;. th ghg;> vdf;Fj; 
njupe;j Xuplj;Jf;F ehk; NghNthk;. ekJ gioa fhyj;ijg; 
gw;wp kpf ePz;l Neuk; NgrNtz;Lk;.” 

The two men started up the street, arm in arm. 

The man from the West, his egotism enlarged 

by success, was beginning to outline the 

history of his career. The other, submerged in 

his overcoat, listened with interest. 

,UtUk; xUtUf;nfhUth; iffis Nru;j;Jg; gpbj;jgb 
njUtpy; ,wq;fp elf;fj; njhlq;fpdhh;fs;. Nkw;fpypUe;J 
te;jtd; tho;tpy; ntw;wpngw;w kkijapy; ,Ue;jjhy; 
tho;f;if tuyhw;iw tptupf;fj; njhlq;fpdhd;. kw;wtd; 
jd;Dila Nkw;rl;ilfhyiu rw;W ,wf;fp tpl;Lf;nfhz;L 
Mu;tj;Jld; ftdpf;fj; njhlq;fpdhd;.  

At the corner stood a drug store, brilliant 

with electric lights. When they came into this 

glare each of them turned simultaneously to 

gaze upon the other's face. The man from the 

West stopped suddenly and released his arm. 

me;jj; njU Kidapy; kpd;rhu tpsf;Ffshy; 
myq;fupf;fg;gl;l xU kUe;Jf;fil ,Ue;jJ. mtu;fs; 
mq;Nf te;jNghJ xNu Neuj;jpy; xUtiu xUtu; Kfj;ijf; 
$u;e;J ftdpj;jhu;fs;. Nkw;fpypUe;J te;jtd; jd; ifia 
tpLtpj;Jf;nfhz;L mg;gbNa epd;whd;. 

"You're not Jimmy Wells," he snapped. 

"Twenty years is a long time, but not long 

enough to change a man's nose from a 

Roman to a pug." 

"It sometimes changes a good man into a bad 

one”, said the tall man. "You've been under 

arrest for ten minutes, 'Silky' Bob. Chicago 

thinks you may have dropped over our way and 

wires us she wants to have a chat with you. 

Going quietly, are you? That's sensible. Now, 

before we go on to the station here's a note I 

was asked to hand you. You may read it here at 

the window. It's from Patrolman Wells." 

The man from the West unfolded the little 

piece of paper handed to him. His hand was 

steady when he began to read, but it trembled 

a little by the time he had finished. The note 

was rather short. 

“eP [pk;kp nty;]; ,y;iy” mtd; ntl;bg; Ngrpdhd;. 
“,UgJ Mz;Lfs; vd;gJ kpf ePz;l fhyk;jhd;> Mdhy; xU 
kdpjdpd; %f;if Nuhkhdpa Fj;Jr;rz;il tPudhy; khw;wptplf; 
$ba msTf;F mJ ePz;l fhyk; my;y”  
“Mdhy; mJ xU ey;y kdpjid nfl;l kdpjdhf khw;wp tpl 
KbAk;” me;j caukhd kdpjd; nrhd;dhd; “eP gj;J 
epkplq;fSf;F Kd;dNu ifJ nra;ag;gl;Ltpl;lha;> ‘rpy;f;fp 
ghg’;. eP vq;fs; iffspypUe;J jg;gpr; nrd;Wtplf; $lhJ vd;W 
rpfhf;Nfh(fhty;Jiw) nra;jp mDg;gpapUf;fpwJ. mJ 
cd;Dld; Ngr tpUk;GfpwJ. mikjpahfg; Nghfyhk;> 
,y;iyah? mJ moF! ehk; fhty; epiyak; nry;Yk; Kd; 
cd;dplk; nfhLf;f Nfl;Lf;nfhs;sg;gl;l Fwpg;G xd;W ,Njh 
,Uf;fpwJ. mij rd;dNyhuk; nrd;W gbf;fyhk;. mJ 
Nuhe;Jg;gil tPuu; Nty;]; mtu;fsplkpUe;J te;jJ.” 
Nkw;fpypUe;J te;jtd; jd;dplk; nfhLf;fg;gl;l Jz;Lj; jhis 
tpupj;jhd;. mtd; mijg;gbf;fj; Jtq;fpaNghJ mtDila 
iffs; cWjpahfj;jhd; ,Ue;jJ. mij gbj;J Kbj;jJk; 
iffs; eLq;fpd. me;jf; Fwpg;G kpfTk; RUf;fkhfNt ,Ue;jJ. 

"Bob: I was at the appointed place on time. 

When you struck the match to light your 

cigar I saw it was the face of the man wanted 

in Chicago. Somehow I couldn't do it myself, 

so I went around and got a plain clothes man 

to do the job.                              -JIMMY." 

“ghg;> ehd; jpl;lkpl;l ,lj;Jf;F rupahd Neuj;jpy;jhd; te;Njd;. 
eP RUl;L gw;witf;f jPf;Fr;rpia curpaNghJ mq;Nf ehd; 
rpf;fhf;Nfhtpy; Njlg;gLk; Fw;wthspiag; ghu;j;Njd;. ,Ug;gpDk; 
cd;id ‘ehd;’ ifJ nra;a Kbahjy;yth! mjdhy;jhd; ehd; 
nrd;Wtpl;L rhjhuz cilazpe;j fhtyiu cd;id ifJ 
nra;a mDg;gpNdd;                  - ,g;gbf;F [pk;kp” 
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About the Author 

O.Henry(1862–1910) is a popular 

American short-story writer whose original name 

is William Sydney Porter. His works 

romanticized the life of ordinary people in New 

York City. His stories are well-known throughout 

the world. They expressed the effect of 

coincidence on character and often had 

unexpected twists in the end. His stories are also 

noted for their witticism and clever wordplay. O. 

Henry’s prolific writing period began in 1902 in 

New York City, where he wrote 381 short stories. 

He wrote one story a week for The New York 

World Sunday Magazine for over a year. 

O.Henry’s short story ‘After TwentyYears’ 

was first published in the Sunday edition of the New 

York World in 1905. The story was included in the 

1906 anthology The Four Million, and it has since 

been re-published in many short story collections. A 

few of his other popular short stories are The Gift of 

the Magi, The Cop and the Anthem, The Ransom 

of Red Chief, A Retrieved Reformation and The 

Third Ingredient. 

vOj;jhsiug; gw;wp….. 
X.n`d;wp (1862-1910) xU gpugy mnkupf;fr; rpWfij vOj;jhsu;. 
,tUila ,aw;ngau; tpy;ypak; ]pl;dp Nghu;l;lu;. ,tUila 
fijfs; nghJthf epA+ahu;f; efuj;jpd; rhjhuz Fbkf;fisr; 
Rw;wpNa gpd;dg;gl;bUf;Fk;. ,tuJ fijfs; cyfk; KOtJk; 
gpugykhdit. ,tUila fijAk; fijkhe;ju;fSk;  nghUj;jp 
tUtJNghy fij mike;jpUf;Fk;. Kbtpy; ahUk; vjpu;ghuhj xU 
jpUg;gk; tUk;. mtUila fijfspy; cs;s eifr;RitAk;> 
Gj;jprhypj;jdkhd thu;j;ij tu;zidfSk; kpfTk; Ngrg;gLgit. 
,tUila jPtpukhd vOj;Jf; fhyk; epA+ahu;f; efupy; 1902y; 
njhlq;FfpwJ. mtu; 381 rpWfijfis vOjpAs;shu;. ‘jp epA+ahu;f; 
Ntu;y;l;’  vd;w QhapW thu ,jopy; thuj;jpw;F xU fij tPjk; 
,tuJ fijfs; xU tUlj;jpw;Fk; Nkyhf ntspte;J 
nfhz;bUe;jJ. 
X n`d;wpapd; rpWfijahd ‘M/g;lu; Lntz;b ,au;];’  jp 
epA+ahu;f; Ntu;y;l; ,jopy; 1905y; Kjy; Kjypy; ntspaplg;gl;lJ. 
,e;jf;fij 1906y; ‘jp /Nghu; kpyd;’ vd;w ngaupy; fijj; 
njhFg;gpy; Nru;f;fg;gl;L ntspaplg;gl;lJ. mJ Kjy; Vuhskhd 
fijj; njhFg;GfNshL ,ize;J ,f;fij kWgjpg;G 
nra;ag;gLfpwJ. jp fp/g;l; M/g jp Nkfp> jp Nfhg; md;l; jp 
Md;j;jk;> jp Nud;rk; M/g; jp nul; rP/g;> v nul;uPt;L uPgu;Nk\d; 
kw;Wk; jp Nju;l; ,d;fpupbad;l; Nghd;wit ,tUila gpugykhd 
rpWfijfspy; rpy. 
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SUMMARY:  (Useful for all paragraph Questions) 

 "After Twenty Years" tells the story of two friends.  

 Bob and Jimmy were friends.  Before Bob left to try his luck in the West, he and Jimmy made a pact 

to meet again exactly twenty years later. 

 At the appointed time, Bob waited outside a hardware store. A policeman walked up and asked what 

he was doing. Bob explained about their pact and waited for Jimmy wells. 

 Later a tall man in plain clothes came to meet Bob. Bob thought him Jimmy Wells.  

 Later Bob identified that the man he is talking to is not his friend. 

 Actually, Bob learnt that the police officer whom he met earlier was Jimmy, his old friend. 

 Since Bob was a criminal wanted by the police, Jimmy Wells did not want to arrest his intimate friend. 

 So Jimmy wells has sent another police officer to do the work. 

 Jimmy wells was duty-conscious.  For him duty was  more important than friendship. 

 

1. Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your understanding of the story. 

a) Describe the appearance of the policeman on the beat. 

  The policeman moved up the street of his duty in a very impressive manner. He had alert eyes and 

strong figure with a proud manner. It made him a fine picture of a guardian of peace. He also kept 

spinning his stick while doing his duty. 
 

b) What did he keep doing while on his rounds? 

He kept spinning his stick with many intricate and artful movements while doing his duty. 
 

c) Why were the streets devoid of people? 

The time was 10 o’ clock at night, There was chilly gusts of wind and it was likely to rain.  So 

the streets were devoid of people. 
 

d) What story did the man standing near the hardware store tell his passing cop? 

The man standing near the hardware store told about the peculiar appointment with his friend 

that had made twenty years back in that venue his passing cop. 
 

e) What used to be there in the place of that shop twenty years ago? 

Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant was there in the place of that hardware shop twenty years ago. 
 

f) Describe the man awaiting the arrival of his friend. 

The man had a pale, square-jawed face with keen eyes.  There was a little white scar near his 

right eyebrow.  
  

g) Why did the friends part ways? 

The friends parted ways to seek their fortune.  
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h) When and how did Bob realize that the tall man was not his friend? 

When Bob and his friend Jimmy Wells came near a drug store and they came into this glare to gaze upon 

the other’s face.  He identified that the tall man was not his friend by the appearance of his nose. 
 

i) Who was the tall man? 

The tall man was another cop sent by his friend Patrolman Jimmy Wells. 
 

j) What did he give Bob? 

He gave Bob a note from Patrolman Wells. 
 

 Additional Questions 

k. Describe the scene in the beginning of the story. 
A policeman can be seen on duty in an area. He is on foot patrol. It is 10 p.m. The cold wind is 

blowing. The area seems deserted.  
 

 l.  Was the place a business center only? 
Yes, the place was a business center. The author has mentioned a cigar store and an all-night 

lunch counter.  
 

  m. What kind of characters does the story "After Twenty Years" have? 
    There are three characters in the story "After Twenty Years".  

 One is Bob who is a true and sincere friend. He want to fulfill his promise at any cost.  

 His friend Jimmy is dutiful and honest person. He gives preference to duty over friendship.  

 The third character who comes to arrest Bob is also a police officer.  
 

 n.  What is the most significant happening in the story to be analyzed? 
The most significant happening in the story is when Jimmy Wells sends a police officer in plain 

clothes to arrest Bob.  
  

 o.  What is the climax of the story “After Twenty Years”? 

  Bob identifies that the man he is talking to is not his friend. Actually, the man is a police officer 

in plain clothes. He gives Bob a letter from Jimmy. Bob learns from the letter that the police 

officer whom he met earlier was Jimmy, his old friend. 
 

 p.  How would you describe Jimmy and Bob's personalities in the story? 

        Jimmy and Bob are close friends. Jimmy is an honest police officer. When he comes to know that 

his friend is a criminal, he does not have the courage to arrest him himself. He sends another 

policeman to arrest Bob. For him duty is more important than friendship. As far as Bob is 

concerned, he is a true friend. He want to fulfill his promise at any cost.  
 

 q.  The ending of "After Twenty Years" fill the reader with poignancy, (Strong effect of 

feeling -sad) making the story effective. Discuss? 

       The reader expects that Bob and Jimmy Wells, the two close friends, would meet each other after 

long separation. They would share their experiences of the past twenty years. But instead, the 

ending of the story fills the reader with poignancy when one of the friends is arrested by police. 

In spite of the tragic end, the author makes the story very effective. Bob is not arrested by Jimmy 

Wells directly. Jimmy sends another police officer to arrest Bob. 
 

 r.  How does the writer prepare for the end of the story? 

        The writer prepares for the end of the story contrary to the expectations of the readers. The story 

begins very interestingly. Two close friends Bob and Jimmy meet each other after twenty years. 

Bob does not recognize Jimmy in the police uniform. After Jimmy's departure, another police 

officer in plain clothes comes whom Bob considers to be his Jimmy. The police officer arrests 

Bob because he is wanted in Chicago. 
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2. State whether the following statements are true or false 

a) The cop suddenly slowed his walk, when he heard the barking of dogs. 

b) The friends grew up together in the city of New York. 

c) Both Jimmy and Bob were of the same age. 

d) The friends parted one night after watching a movie together. 

e) The friends could not keep in touch because they lost each other’s phone numbers. 

f) Bob wanted to stay for half an hour more than the appointed time. 

g) Jimmy grew a little taller after he was twenty. 

h) Bob realised that the tall man was not Jimmy Wells from the shape of his nose. 
 

  a) False  b) True    c) False    d) False     e) False      f) True     g) True     h) True 
 

3. What does each of the following mean in the story? Choose the right option. 

a) on the beat: 

  i) moving around hitting every one with a stick    ii) on duty walking around the assigned area 

  iii) marching with his heart beating fast 

b) a guardian of peace: 

  i) a watchman    ii) a holy man.   iii) a policeman 

c) arm in arm: 

  i) with arms linked together  ii) with weapons in hands iii) with handcuffs on wrists 

d) plainclothes man: 

  i) a man who wears simple clothes for grand occasions  

  ii) a policeman in civilian clothes while on duty iii) a cine artist in ordinary costumes 
 

4. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. 

a) What did Bob share with the cop about their friendship? 

 Bob shared with the policeman his strange appointment made twenty years ago.  He also shared 

the details of their childhood days and how they were raised in New York.   
 

b) What are the strengths and weaknesses of Jimmy Wells from Bob’s point of view? 

 Strengths:  Jimmy Wells is very shrewd.  He has sharp memory.  He can recognize his friend as 

soon as he sees his face in the cigar light.  He is duty bound. 

 Weakness:  He is very cordial and soft natured person.  Though his friend is a criminal wanted in 

Chicago, he could not arrest him.  Hence he sent another cop to do the duty. 
 

c) Was Bob hopeful of his friend’s arrival?  How do you know? 

 Yes, Bob was hopeful of his friend’s arrival.  The lines “I’ll give him half an hour at least. If Jimmy 

is alive on earth he’ll be here by that time” reveal his hopefulness of his friend’s arrival. 
 

d) How did the cop come to understand that Bob had been successful in the West? 

 Bob pulled out a handsome watch having the lid set with small diamonds. Then the patrolman came 

to know that Bob had been doing well. 
 

e) Bob’s life in the West is not a bed of roses.  Give reasons. 

 Bob had to compete with some of the intelligent people going to get his pile.  He has to manage 

with the police for the crimes he had committed.  He lived with stress and fear that he might be 

arrested at anytime by the police of West. 
 

f) Why didn’t Jimmy Wells, being a cop himself, arrest Bob? 

Jimmy Wells is very cordial with everyone, especially with Bob.  He has no willingness and guts 

to arrest his most intimate friend.  Hence he could not arrest Bob. 
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g) Who do you think has been successful between the two?  Give reasons. 

 I think Patrolman Wells has been successful between the two.  He has done his duty.  He knows 

his responsibilities.  Being a sincere friend he is not able to arrest his most intimate friend.  He 

sent another cop in plain clothes to do the work. 
 

5. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each. 

a) Compare and contrast the characters of Jimmy Wells and Bob with suitable references 

from the story to support your view. 

Topic:  After Twenty Years 

Author:  O. Henry 

Genre:  Short Story 

Theme:  Duty Vs Friendship 
 

“After Twenty years” by O. Henry is an interesting story with a twist at the end. A 38-year old 

Bob is waiting at the door of a hardware store in New York to meet his friend Jimmy wells. A 

policeman is on patrol duty. He asks Bob why he is standing there. Bob tells the cop that he (Bob) 

is waiting to meet his friend Jimmy Wells. He says that they make a promise to meet at the same 

place at the same time on the same date after twenty years, before parting.  Bob tells the policeman 

that he (Bob) has kept his promise. Bob is sure that Jimmy Wells will surely come and meet him. 

After listening to the story, the cop walks away. Twenty minutes later, a tall man in plain clothes 

comes to meet Bob. Bob thinks him Jimmy Wells. Later Bob identifies that the man he is talking 

to is not his friend. Actually, the man is a police officer in plain clothes. He gives Bob a letter 

from Jimmy. Bob learns from the letter that the police officer whom he met earlier was Jimmy, 

his old friend. Since Bob is a criminal wanted by the Police, Jimmy Wells does not want to arrest 

his intimate friend. So he has sent another police officer to do the work.  

Here Bob is a criminal. But he is a true friend. He wants to fulfill his promise at any cost. On 

the other hand, his friend Jimmy Wells is an honest police officer. When he comes to know that 

his friend is a criminal, he does not want to arrest him himself. He has sent another policeman to 

arrest Bob. For him duty is more important than friendship. 
 

 b) ‘Means should justify the end’ explain this adage with reference to O. Henry’s story. 

 “Means should justify the end” is a well-known proverb. means = method, end=aim. Your aim 

should be noble, and at the same time the method should also be honest. The aim of a short story 

is to give aesthetic pleasure to the readers. There should be just two or three characters and the 

narrative should be brief. Now in the short story “After Twenty years” O. Henry employs only 

three characters. Two friends agree to meet after 20 years. When they meet one of them is a 

criminal and the other is a police officer. The police officer is duty-conscious and sends another 

police officer to arrest his friend. Thus the story has a surprise ending; it gives pleasure to the 

reader. So the shore story justifies the statement. 

“Means should justify the end” 
 

c)  “Tell me who your friends are and I shall tell you who you are”.  How do you explain this 

statement in the light of Jimmy’s and Bob’s friendship? 

“Tell me who your friends are, and I shall you who you are”---is common statement. If somebody 

has bad friends then he (she) is a bad person. If somebody has good friends, he is a good person. 

But this statement and may twisted. sometimes 

A non-vegetarian and a vegetarian may be good friends!! 

The short story “After Twenty Years” disproves the proverbial statement of the friends, one is a 

criminal and the other is a police officer. But the title is meaningful ----“After Twenty Years” 

They were good friends twenty years ago. But time has changed their characters.  
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 d) To your shock, you find out that your close friend is indulging in some wrong activity.  Will 

you avoid him/her or to correct him / her?  Give reasons for your answer.  

       If I find my close friend indulges in some wrong activity, I shall definitely correct him.  It is 

my moral duty.  I am bound to do.  If any harm is done we should not ignore it.  When my close 

friend does any wrong activity I can’t bear it.  For instance let us take my friend smokes and 

consumes liquor.  First of all I don’t advise him.   For advise is a hatred form to any one, I shall 

give him live examples from the people who are affected worst. I should make him understand that 

other people are also affected by his act.  It is my duty. Thus I will try to wear him of the bad habit. 
 

 e)  What would you do in this situation if you were Jimmy Wells? Substantiate your reason. 

If I were Jimmy Wells I would not send plain clothes cop to arrest Bob.  Instead I would arrest 

him on the spot as soon as I knew that he was the criminal wanted in Chicago.  My policy is duty first 

and friendship next.  I stick to my principle even if I face any hurdles.  I shall try to be sincere till the 

dooms day. For, while I go away and try to find another police officer, Bob may become tired of waiting 

and he may go away. Therefore as soon as Bob lights up his cigar and I identify him as a notorious 

criminal in New York. I would arrest him before he could have any chance of escaping. 
 

ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPHS: 

 f.  What is the moral of the story? 

The short story “After Twenty years” portrays two different characters.  Bob is a criminal; 

he has earned a lot of money. But he has no home, no peace of mind. He is always by the fear that 

he may be arrested by the police any time. On the other hand, his friend Jimmy Wells is a police 

officer. He is honest, simple and duty-conscious. Though the two men were friends in their 

boyhood, now Jimmy Wells sends another police officer and gets Bob arrested. 

The moral of the story: Duty is more important than friendship. 

 

 g.  Who is Jimmy Wells? (OR) Sketch the character of Jimmy Wells. 

Jimmy wells is a police officer in New York. On a dull cold evening he is doing his duty. He 

walks with a straight looking face and steady steps. As he nears the door of a hardware store, he 

meets a man. That man is Bob who tells Jimmy Wells about the promise of meeting here made 

between himself and his friend twenty years ago. Now Jimmy Wells is the friend. When Bob lights 

up his cigar, Jimmy realizes that Bob is notorious criminal and he is wanted by the police. Jimmy 

could have arrested Bob on the spot. But Jimmy recalls their early friendship and therefore sends 

another police officer to arrest Bob. 

Thus Jimmy Wells is duty-conscious. He places duty above friendship. 
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Prose – 2  

THE QUEEN OF BOXING  
)Gk<Ks<s{<jm!vi{q*  

M.C.Mary Kom 

 

Warm Up 
  We use various sports equipment to play different indoor and outdoor games. Now, associate the following sports 
equipment with their corresponding sports or games. 
 spear – Javelin throw    racket – badminton, tennis pawns – chess  
 puck – hockey   stump – cricket   bow & arrow – archery   

club – Golf   oar – rowing boat  striker – carrom  
sabre -  fencing / sword fighting   dice – Ludo / dice games baton – relay race 

   Have you won any medals?  
Yes, I got a medal in Hockey / No, so far I have not won any medals. 

   What are the levels to be accomplished to become an international sportsperson?        

To participate and achieve Zonal level sports or games  
 and then District level  
 and then State level  
 and then National level  
 and then International level  games or sports 

Professional sports athletes need to have  
 a competitive mindset,  
 excellent hand-eye coordination,  
 great motor skills, and a  
 high level of physical fitness.  

Various sports fields are Cricket, Badminton, Volleyball, Football, Basketball, Boxing, Gymnastics, 
Hockey, Table Tennis, Wrestling, Cycling, etc. 

 

   What is your favourite sport? Do you play any sport?  
My favourite sport is Football/Chess/Carrom etc.  I play cricket, kabbadi and basketball. 

   In India, the number of women pursuing careers in sports is considerable less, when compared to 
men. What do you think are the reasons? Discuss with a partner and share the ideas with the class.             

The low female participation in sports is evident form that fact that only five women from India have been 
able to bring home Olympics medals so far Karnam Malleswari, Mary Kom, Saina Newhwal, P.V. Sindhu & 
Sakshi Malik. There are several constraints applicable to both women and men in sports. For example, the 
stipend paid to sportswomen (and men) is meagre. We should know that the stipend allotted for practice ranges 
from Rs. 8 to Rs. 80 per day which is too less. Similarly, the politics and favouritism in the selection procedure; 
lack of sports infrastructure; lack up funds and coaching related issues are common for both sportsmen and 
sportswomen. 

However, the issues peculiar with sport women include socio-psychological problems; absence of family support 
in comparison to boys; poverty and economic reasons; security issues and issues of sexual harassment; domestic 
reasons such as those related to marriage, husband, children and in-laws; social taboos etc. 

   Regardless of the challenges faced, some women have achieved great success in the field of sports. Here 
is a list of Indian women celebrities who are accomplished in the field of sports and games. Match their 
names with the sports or games they are associated with, by drawing lines. One has been done for you 
as an example. 

 

PV Sindhu  -  badminton       Geeta Phogat  -  wrestling  Koneru Humpy -  chess 
Karnam Malleshwari  - weight lifting  Anjali Bhagwat -  shooting  Sania Mirza  -  tennis 
Dipika Pallikal  -  squash                  Bula Choudhury -  swimming P.T. Usha  -   athletics 
Saba Anjum Karim – hockey               Akanksha Singh  -  basket ball Mithali Raj -  cricket  
Sharmila Nicollet – golf                  Deepika Kumari  -  archery                 
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       The autobiographies of accomplished 
sportspersons are replete with the 
challenges they faced and their single-
minded pursuit towards their goal. Such a 
book is sure to make an interesting as well 
as an inspirational read. Now, read an 
excerpt from M.C. Mary Kom’s 
autobiography ‘Unbreakable’. 

Hgp<ohx<x!uqjtbim<M!uQvi<gtqe<!Sbsvqjkgtqz<<!nuv<gt<!
wkqv<ogi{<m! suiz<gTl<! nuv<gTjmb! Gxqg<Ogijt!
njmukx<gig!yOv!leKme<!%cb!nui<gtqe<!-jmuqmik!
Lbx<sqgTl<! fqvl<hq! -Vg<Gl</! nK! Ohie<x! yV! Hk<kgl<!
fqs<sblig! flK! Ni<uk<jk! K~{<MukigUl<! nOk!
Oujtbqz<!flK!dt<T{v<ju!K~{<Ml<!yV!uisqh<higUl<!
njlgqxK/!-h<ohiPK!wl</sq/Olvq! Ogilqe<! Sbsvqjkbie!
‘ne<hqOvg<ghz<’!Hk<kgk<kqzqVf<K!yV!hGkqjb!uisqBr<gt</!

Soon after the Bangkok championship, I was 
selected in the 48kg category for the 
International Boxing Association (originally 
the Association Internationale de Boxe 
Amateur, or the AIBA) World Women’s 
Boxing Championships in Pennsylvania, 
USA, in November – December 2001. 

hir<gir<! Osl<hqbe<]qh<! hm<mk<jk! oue<x! hqxG! sv<uOks!
Gk<Ks<s{<jm! %m<mjlh<hqz<! 59! gq/gqvil<! wjmh<! hqiquqz<!
noliqg<giuqz<!dt<t!ohe<sqz<Oueqbiuq<e<!ful<hi<.!csl<hi<.!
3112! Nl<! N{<M! dzg! oh{<gTg<gie! Gk<Ks<s{<jm!
uQvvig! fie<! Oki<U! osb<bh<hm<Ome</! )sv<uOks!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!
%m<mjlh<hqe<!d{<jlbie!ohbv<!nOsisqObse<!-e<mv<Of]eOz!c!
hig<O^!nols<$v<!nz<zK!w/J/hq/w!NGl<*!

My father managed to collect only Rs.2,000 
for my trip. I was both upset and very 
worried because I’d heard of how expensive 
things were in America. But there was 
nothing my parents or I could do. I spoke to 
Onler, one of my friends, about my problem. 
He invited a few students and elders, who 
went to meet the two Members of Parliament 
and seek their help. Two MPs donated 
Rs.5,000 and Rs.3,000 respectively and I 
suddenly had Rs.10,000 in my hands. With 
this princely sum, and a little more that had 
been collected from people, I left for the US. 
I was relieved to have money in my pocket, 
and knew that I could not come back empty-
handed after all the efforts that people had 
made on my behalf. 

we<Ejmb! nh<hi! we<Ejmb! hb{k<kqx<G! '/3111!
lm<Ml<kie<! Osgiqk<Kk<! kvLcf<kK/! fie<! lel<!
ofif<KOhiBl<?! gujzObiMl<! -Vf<Oke</! Woeeqz<!
noliqg<giuqz<!ohiVm<gt<!oszUgt<!wh<hc!-Vg<Gl<!we<X!
Ogt<uqh<hm<cVg<gqOxe</!Neiz<! we<Ejmb! ohx<Oxii<gOti!
fiOei!ye<Xl<!osb<b!-bzi!fqjzjlbqz<!-Vf<Okil</!fie<!
we<Ejmb!hqvs<sjejb!we<Ejmb!f{<hv<gtqz<!yVueie!
ye<zvqml<! OhsqOee</! nue<! sqz! li{ui<gjtBl<?!
ohvqbuv<gjtBl<!njpk<Kg<ogi{<M!-v{<M! fimiTle<x!
dXh<hqei<gjt! sf<kqk<K! nui<gTjmb! dkuqjb!
ohXukx<gigs<! ose<xie</! ! yV! fimiTle<x! dXh<hqei<!
'/6111l<! lx<oxiVui<! '/4111l<! fe<ogijm! ntqk<kii<gt</!
kqCove<X! we<Ejmb! jggtqz<! '/21111! -Vf<kK/! -f<k!
ohiqb!okijgBme<!lg<gtqmlqVf<K!Osgvqk<k!okijgjbBl<!
wMk<Kg<ogi{<M!!fie<!noliqg<gi!gqtl<hqs<!ose<Oxe</!weK!
hig<ogm<cz<! h{l<! -Vf<kkiz<! fql<lkqbiOee</! weg<gig!
lg<gt<! wMk<Kg<ogi{<m! Lbx<sqgTg<Gh<! hqe<eVl<! fie<!
ouXl<!jgObiM!kqVl<hquv!-bziK/!!

Pennyslvania was cold and beautiful. It was 
snowing. We were confined to the sports arena, 
but what little I saw was pleasing to the eye. 
The people were enormously nice too. It was 
the first time in my life that I had travelled so 
far. I was looking forward to seeing what 
America was all about. But since we were the 
last team to arrive, we went straight to the 
sporting arena from the airport. The other 
teams had already completed their weight in, 
which is compulsory for all players. I was tired 
and suffering from jet lag. It had been morning 
when I left, and here it was morning again. 
After weighing in, I found out that I did not 
have any match that day. I was fortunate, but 
some of the team-mates were not so lucky. I 
was able to rest well enough to face my 
opponent in the round, which I won 
comfortably. My fear of facing new opponents 
quickly vanished.  

ohe<sqz<Oueqbi!Gtqvie?!npgie!fgvl</! ! heqg<!
gm<c! ljp! ohb<K! ogi{<cVf<kK/! fir<gt<! uqjtbim<M!
nvr<gk<kqx<Gt<!nElkqg<gh<hm<Omil</!fie<!hiv<k<k!ogiR<s!
uqsbr<gTl<!we<!g{<gTg<G!lgqp<U,m<Mukig!njlf<kK/!
nf<k!lg<gt<!lqgUl<!fz<zui<gt</!we<Ejmb!uip<g<jgbqz<!
nu<utU!K~vl<! hb{l<! osb<kK!nKkie<!Lkz<!Ljx/!
nolvqg<gi! we<hK! we<e! we<hjkg<! gi[l<! uib<h<Hg<!
gqjmk<kK/!Neiz<! wr<gtK!n{q! gjmsqbig! uf<kkiz<!
uqlie!fqjzbk<kqzqVf<K!Ofvcbig!uqjtbim<M!nvr<gqx<G!
osz<z! Ou{<cbkibqx<X/! lx<x! n{qgt<! Wx<geOu!
nui<gTjmb!wjmjb!ntf<K!Lck<Kuqm<mii<gt</!!nK!
njek<K! uQvi<gTg<Gl<! gm<mibliGl</! fie<! gjth<hig!
-Vf<Oke</! fQ{<m! K~v! uqlieh<! hb{k<kiz<OuX! -e<El<!
Osiv<uig! -Vf<Oke</! fie<! gqtl<Hl<! OhiK! gijz! Ofvl</!
-h<OhiK! -r<Gl<! gijzOfvl</! lQ{<Ml<! wjm! wMk<kii<gt<!
ne<X! weg<G! wf<kh<! Ohim<cBl<! -z<jz! we<X! weg<G!
okvqbuf<kK/! fie<! nkqi<]<msizq/! ! Neiz<! lx<x! n{qk<!
Okipi<gt<! nk<kjgb! nkqi<]<mk<jk! ohxuqz<jz/! weK!
Ohim<cbitjv! fie<! sf<kqg<g! weg<G! OhiKlie! Yb<U!
gqjmk<kK/!nf<k!Sx<xqz<!fie<!Szhlig!oux<xqBl<!ohx<Oxe</!
Hkqb! Ohim<cbitv<gjt! sf<kqh<hkqz<! weg<gqVf<k! hbl<!
dmOe!ljxf<KOhieK/!!
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I competed in the 48kg in this championship. 
While team-mates lost one after the other, I 
went on to reach the finals. I was even 
hopeful of winning the gold. The boxers 
were not unbeatable as I had earlier thought. 

-f<k! Osl<hqbe<]qh<! Ohim<cbqz<! 59! gqOzi! wjmh<! hqvquqz<!
Ohim<cbqm<Ome</! weK! n{qk<Okipv<gt<! yu<ouiVuvig!
Okix<Xh<Ohieiv<gt</! fie<! -Xkqh<! Ohim<cg<G! Le<OexqOee</!
fie<!kr<gh<!hkg<gl<!ouz<Oue<!we<X%m!fl<hqg<jgObiMkie<!
-Vf<Oke</!fie<!Wx<geOu!fqjek<kKOhiz<!nf<k!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!
uQvi<gt<!Okix<gcg<g!Lcbikuv<gTl<!-z<jz/!)o\bqk<Kuqmzil<*!

I felt like this would be the place, 
the event that would change my life. I kept 
telling myself, ”I can face anyone in the 
ring.” In the quarter – final, I defeated 
Nadia Hokmi of Poland by RSC (Referee 
Stopped Contest – applicable if the referee 
feels one of the boxers is inferior to the 
other and risks getting hurt badly), and in 
the semi – final, I defeated Jamie Behal of 
Canada by 21-9. I reached the finals, but 
lost to Hula Sahin of Turkey by 13-5. 

-f<k! -ml<?! -f<kh<! Ohim<ckie<! we<Ejmb!uip<g<jgbqz<!
lix<xk<jk!d{<mig<gg<!%cbK!we<hjk!fie<!d{i<f<Oke</!
“-f<k! gl<hq! ujtbk<kqz<! we<eiz<! wujvBl<! sf<kqg<g!
LcBl<! we<X! weg<Gt<Ot! fie<! okimi<f<K!
osiz<zqg<ogi{<Ome</! nf<k! giz<-Xkqh<! Ohim<cbqz<!
Nv</w <̂/sq!Ljxbqz<! fie<! Ohizf<K! fim<cEjmb!ficbi!
aig<lqjbk<! Okix<gck<Oke</! ! )Nv</w <̂/sq! –! fMuv<!
Ohim<cjb!fqXk<KuK/!nkiuK!Ohim<cbqz<!yVuv<!dmz<!
uzqjlbx<X!lx<xuviz<!gMjlbig!hikqg<gh<hmzil<!we<X!
d{v<f<kiz<! fMui<! Ohim<cbqe<xqOb! uzqjlbieujv!
oux<xqohx<xuvig! nxquqg<gzil<*! njvbqXkqh<! Ohim<cbqz<!
gemi!fim<ce<!\lQ!Ohgjz!!32.g<G!:!we<x!Ht<tq!g{g<gqz<!
fie<! Okix<gck<Oke</! fie<! -Xkqh<Ohim<cbqz<! Fjpf<Oke</!
Neiz<!KVg<gq!fim<ce<!a|zi!^aqeqml<!24!g<G!6!we<x!
Ht<tqg<g{g<gqz<!Okiz<uqBx<Oxe</!

The greatest disadvantage for me was my 
loss of appetite. I was not accustomed to the 
food there. Try as I might, I could not eat the 
food and I started to lose weight. So much so 
that just before the finals I was only 46kg. 
This is probably what cost me my dream of 
winning gold and I was very disappointed. I 
went to my room and cried. But the coaches 
were kind; they consoled me and lauded me 
on the silver win. I was the only one in the 
team to get a medal. But the biggest thing I 
took away from this championship was the 
conviction that I could take on any boxer. 

weg<G!Wx<hm<m!lqgh<ohvqb!hikglie!uqsbl<!we<eoueqz<!
weg<G! Wx<hm<m! hsqbqe<jl! NGl</! nr<Og! fie<! nf<k!
d{Ug<G! hpgqg<ogit<t! -bzuqz<jz/! wu<utU!
Lbe<xiZl<!nf<k!d{ju!d{<{!Lcbuqz<jz/!nkeiz<!
we<Ejmb! wjm! Gjxbk<! okimr<gqbK/! Nkziz<!
-Xkqh<Ohim<cg<G! Le<ekig! fie<! 57! gqOzigqvil<! wjm!
lm<MOl! -Vf<Oke</! -Kkie<! weK! kr<gh<! hkg<gl<!
ouz<ukx<gie! we<Ejmb! geju! sqjkk<Kuqm<mK/! fie<!
lqgUl<! uqvg<kqbjmf<Oke</! we<Ejmb! njxg<G! ose<X!
nPOke</!Neiz<!wr<gtK!hbqx<sqbiti<gt<!ne<hieuv<gt</!
nui<gt<!we<je!NXkz<!hMk<kqeii<gt</!out<tqh<!hkg<gl<!
ohx<xkx<gig!Hgp<f<K!Ohsqeiv<gt</!fie<!lm<MOl!wr<gtK!
n{qbqz<! hkg<gl<! ohx<xut</!Neiz<! -f<k! Osl<hqbe<]qh<!
Ohim<cbqz<! lqgh<! ohvqb! uqsblig! fie<! fqjek<kK!
we<eoueqz<! ‘wf<k!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!uQvjvBl<!we<eiz<!wkqv<!
ogit<t!LcBl<’!we<x!LcUg<G!fie<!uf<kKkie</!!

In the course of my career, I have 
become used to travel and to the different 
ways that things work in other countries. One 
time, in China, we were given chopsticks to 
eat our meals with. Just when I had painfully 
begun to master the art of using a knife and 
fork, I had to use two sticks to fill my 
stomach. I ended up using both my hands to 
hold the chopstick to pick up the food and 
push it into my mouth. My teammates asked 
for spoons but I tried to manage with the 
sticks. It helped that really enjoy Chinese 
food. I was hungry enough that I managed 
the complex work required – I ate enough to 
sate my appetite and my palate. After five 
years of travelling, I started taking along 
some packed food from home. 

we<Ejmb!sikje!uip<uqz<!hz<OuX!Ljxgtqz<!hz<OuX!
fiMgtqz<!Ohim<cgTg<gig!hb{l<!osz<z!Ou{<cbqVf<kK/!
yV!slbl<?!sQeiuqz<!wr<gTjmb!d{ju!d{<[ukx<G!
yV! O\ic! Gs<sqgt<! )^<H,Eg<G! hkqzig*! wr<gTg<G!
ogiMg<gh<hm<me/! nh<OhiKkie<! fie<! lqgUl<! g]<mh<hm<M!
gk<kq! lx<Xl<! 0Ohiv<g<jg! hbe<hMk<Kl<! gjzjb! YvtU!
gx<xqVf<Oke</!-h<OhiK!-v{<M!Gs<sqgjt!hbe<hMk<kq!weK!
ubqx<jx!fqvh<h!Ou{<Ml</!gjmsqbqz<!yVuiX!weK!-v{<M!
jggjtBl<!hbe<hMk<kq!nf<k!Gs<sqgtiz<!d{ju!wMk<K!
uib<g<Gt<!kq{qk<Oke</!we<Ejmb!n{qbqei<!^<H,e<gjtk<!
kVliX!Ogm<Mg<ogi{<cVf<kOhiK!fie<!Gs<sqgjt!juk<K!
Lbx<sqosb<K! slitqk<Kuqm<Ome</! nK! d{<jlbqz<!
jseiuqe<!d{Ugjt!vsqk<K!d{<hkx<G!dkuqbK/!fie<!
nf<k! ntUg<G! hsqObiM! -Vf<kkiz<! nf<k! sqg<gzie!
osbz<hiM! Okjuh<hm<Ml<%m! fie<! yVuiX! slitqk<K!
uqm<Ome</! fie<! weK! hsqbixUl<! VsqbixUl<! Okjubie!
d{ju!d{<Ome</!!Jf<K!N{<Mgt<!hb{k<kqx<Gh<!hqxG!
uQm<cz<! osb<K! hkh<hMk<kqb! d{ju! wMk<Kuvk<!
okimr<gqOee</!!
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On my return, Delhi gave me a warm 
welcome at the airport. Back in Imphal, I was 
greeted with garlands and drumbeats and 
dancing. There was a victory ride across 
town, a felicitation programme was held in 
Langal, an area that houses the government 
quarters. Thanksgiving prayers were said 
and words of praise and adulation were 
showered on me. I was presented with a 
traditional shawl. Oja Ibomcha was also 
present and was duly felicitated. When I 
spoke to the people in Langol that day, I 
spoke of my hope that I would win gold in 
future tournaments. 

fie<! -f<kqbi! kqVl<hq! uf<kOhiK?! uqlie! fqjzbk<kqz<!
omz<zq!weg<G!fz<z!uvOux<H!ogiMk<kK/!-l<hiz<!kqVl<hqb!
OhiK?! fie<! lijzgt<?! Oltkitr<gt<?! fmer<gTme<!
uvOux<gh<hm<Ome</! nr<G! fgjvs<! Sx<xq! oux<xq! Dv<uzl<!
fjmohx<xK/!nvS!Dpqbv<!GcbqVh<H!-z<zk<kqz<!hivim<M!
uqpi!fjmh<ohx<xK/!fe<xq!upqhiM!fmk<kh<hm<mK/!hivim<M!
uii<k<jkgTl<! ogtvur<gTl<! we<! lQK! ljpbig!
K~uh<hm<mK/! yV! hivl<hiqblie! siz<ju! weg<G!
upr<gh<hm<mK/!!Y\i!-Ohil<si!nuv<gtiZl<!hvqS!upr<gq!
hivim<mh<hm<Ome</! ! ne<X! fie<! zr<Ogiz<! lg<gtqml<!
OhsqbohiPK?! wkqi<gizk<kqz<! fjmohXl<! Ohim<cgtqz<!
kr<gh<hkg<gl<!ouz<Oue<!we<X!we<Ejmb!fl<hqg<jgjbk<!
okvquqk<Oke</!

That first international medal, a 
silver, will always mean a lot to me. The 
fight and all that followed are clearly etched 
in my memory. But deep inside, I was not 
happy with a silver. As I touched down in 
India, I vowed that the next time I would 
bring back a gold. I knew I was good enough.

we<Ejmb! Lkz<! si<uOks! Ohim<cbqz<! fie<! ohx<x!
out<tqh<hkg<gl<!weg<G!hz!d{<jlgjth<!Hvqb!juk<kK/!
nf<k! Gk<Ks<! s{<jmBl<! njkk<! okimv<f<K! fjmohx<x!
njek<Kl<! weK! lekqz<! oktquie! yV! Lk<kqjvjb!
hkqk<kK/!Neiz<!weK!Np<lekqe<!dt<Ot!nf<k!out<tqh<!
hkg<gl<! weg<G! lgqp<s<sqjbk<! kvuqz<jz/! fie<! -f<kqb!
l{<j{!lqkqk<kKl<!nMk<k!Ljx!-f<kqbi!kqVl<Hl<OhiK!
kr<gh<!hkg<gk<OkiMkie<!kqVl<HOue<!we<X!shkl<!wMk<Oke</!
fie<! nkx<G! fz<z! OhiKlie! kGkqBme<kie<! -Vf<Oke<!
we<X!weg<Gk<!okiqBl</!

The silver in Pennsylvania and the 
prize money from the government had put an 
end to my immediate financial worries. But I 
wanted a job too, for that alone can bring 
long-time security and a steady income. 
Also, around the time that I was getting 
married, I had no savings except a couple of 
life insurance policies. After my second 
World Championship gold, the Manipur 
government offered me the post of Sub-
Inspector, which I accepted in 2005. I had 
long dreamt of getting a government job 
through the sports quota, and it was finally 
fulfilled. I earned a salary of Rs.15,000 in 
that first job. The thing about jobs that are 
obtained through the sports quota is that we 
are not required to go in to work as regularly 
as our colleagues because we tend to be away 
at camps and tournaments through much of 
the year. I go to office when necessary. And 
every time I need to go out of station, I am 
required to take leave and inform the 
department. 

! ohe<^qz<Oueqbiuqz<! ohx<x! out<tqh<! hkg<gl<!
lx<Xl<! nvsir<gk<kqml<! -Vf<K! ohx<x! hiqSk<okijg!
we<Ejmb! dmec! ohiVtikiv! gujzgjt! LcUg<G!
ogi{<Muf<kK/!Neiz<! weK!fQ{<mgizh<! hiKgih<hqx<Gl<?!
fqvf<kvlie!uVliek<kqx<Gl<!yV!Oujzjb!uqVl<hqOee</!
OlZl<!nf<k!Ofvk<kqz<!weg<G!kqVl{l<!fmf<kK/!!-v{<M!
NBt<!gih<hQm<M!hizqsqgjtk<!kuqv!weg<G!wf<k!Oslqh<Hl<!
-z<jz/!fie<!-v{<miuK!dzg!sil<hqbe<!kr<gh<!hkg<gl<!
ohx<x! hqxG?! l{qh<h,i<! nvsir<gl<! weg<G! dkuq! giuz<!
Nb<uiti<! hkuq!upr<gqbK/!!njk!3116.l<!N{<M!fie<!
Wx<Xg<! ogi{<Ome</! uqjtbim<Mk<! Kjx! yKg<gQm<cz<! yV!
nvsir<g! Oujzh<! ohXuK! we<! fQ{<m! fit<! geuig!
-Vf<kK/!nK!-Xkqbig!fqjxOux<xh<hm<mK/!nf<k!Lkz<!
Oujzg<gie! Dkqblig! '/! 26111! sl<hikqk<Oke</!
uqjtbim<Mk<Kjx! yKg<gQm<cz<! Oujzh<! ohx<xkiz<?! fie<!
we<!sg!Dpqbv<gjth<!Ohiz!wz<zi!fim<gTl<!Oujzg<Gs<!
osz<zOu{<cbkqz<jz/! Woeeqz<! fir<gt<! hbqx<sq!
Lgil<gtqZl<! Omiv<eole<m<gtqZl<! ! yV! N{<ce<!
ohVl<hizie! fim<gjt! oszuqm! Ou{<cbqVf<kK/! fie<!
Okjubie!Ofvr<gtqz<!nZuzgl<!osz<gqOxe</!yu<ouiV!
LjxBl<!outqB,v<gTg<G!osz<Zl<Ohiokz<zil<!weK!Kjx!
nZuzgk<kqz<!okvquqk<K!uqMh<Hohx<Ox!osz<zOu{<Ml</!

My medal haul continued after my 
marriage, putting an end to speculation 
among my family and friends around that 
particular topic. I retained the world title in the 
Third World Women’s Boxing 
Championships at Podolsk in Russia, in 2005. 

we<Ejmb! kqVl{k<kqx<Gh<! hqxGl<! we<Ejmb! hkg<g!
Oum<jm! okimi<f<kK! we<hkiz<! we<Ejmb! GMl<hk<kqev<!
lx<Xl<!f{<hi<gtqjmOb!Ohsh<hMl<!nf<k!Gxqh<hqm<m!uqsbl<!
hx<xqb!ukf<kqgTg<G!Lx<Xh<Ht<tq!jug<gh<hm<mK/!3116.z<!
v]<biuqz<! dt<t! ohimiz<^<g<gqz<! fjmohx<x! &e<xiuK!
dzg! oh{<gt<! Gk<Ks<s{<jm! Osl<hqbe<]qh<! Ohim<cbqz<!
Lkzqmk<jk!kg<gjuk<Kg<ogi{<Ome</!!
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Sarita, who had won the bronze, and 
I were given a hero’s welcome at the Imphal 
airport. We were taken to the Bhagyachandra 
Open Air Theatre, where a grand reception 
was organised. 

nf<k!Ohim<cbqz<!ou{<gzh<hkg<gl<!oue<x!svqki!OkuqBl<!
fiEl<! -l<hiz<! uqliefqjzbk<kqz<! uQv! uvOux<H! )aQOvi!
ouz<gl<*! upr<gq! ogtvuqg<gh<hm<Omil</! nr<gqVf<K!
hig<gqbs<sf<k<vi! kqxf<koutq! gjzbvr<gk<kqx<G!njpk<Ks<!
osz<zh<hm<Omil</!nr<Og!lqh<ohvqb!uvOux<H!fqgp<s<sq!Wx<hiM!
osb<bh<hm<cVf<kK/!

I’d had a good run from 2001 to 2004. I 
won several golds: all the Senior Women’s 
Boxing Championships; the 2nd  Women’s 
Boxing Championships, 2002; the 2nd Asian 
Women’s Boxing Championships at Hisar in 
2003; and the Witch Cup Boxing Championships 
at Paes, Hungary. In spite of this, when I got 
married, everybody was doubtful that my medal 
hauls would continue. But after the wedding, I 
participated in and won a gold in the Third and 
Fourth World Women’s Boxing Championships 
in October 2005 and November 2006. 

fie<! 3112! Lkz<! 3115! ujv! fz<z! yV! fqjzjb! kg<g!
juk<kqVf<Oke</! hz! kr<gh<! hkg<gr<gjt! oue<Oxe</!
njek<Kl<!sQeqbv<!oh{<gTg<gie!sil<hqbe<sqh<gt</!3113.z<!
-v{<miuK!Gk<Ks<<s{<jm! sil<hqbe<sqh<?! 3114.z<!aqsiiqz<!
Nsqb!oh{<gt<!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!sil<hqbe<]qh<?!ar<Ogvqbqz<!
hb <̂!we<x!-mk<kqz<!uqm<s<!gh<!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!Osl<hqbe<]qh<!
Ngqb! njek<jkBl<! ohx<Oxe</! -Vf<kOhikqZl<?! weg<G!
kqVl{l<!NeOhiK?!we<Ejmb!hkg<g!Oum<jm!okimVli!
we<hkqz<! wz<OziVg<Gl<! sf<Okgl<! -Vf<kK/! Neiz<!
kqVl{k<kqx<G!hqxG!3116!ng<OmihiqZl<!3117!ful<hvqZl<!
fjmohx<x! &e<xil<! lx<Xl<! fie<gil<! dzg! oh{<gt<!
Gk<Ks<s{<jm! Osl<hqbe<]qh<! Ohim<cgtqz<! gzf<Kogi{<M!
kr<gl<!oue<Oxe</!!

There were a number of other 
international level championships, in 
Taiwan, Vietnam, Denmark and so on. But it 
was retaining my world title in 2006 by 
defeating Steluta Duta of Romania 22-7 at 
the Fourth World Championships in New 
Delhi that I consider one of my greatest 
achievements. It is probably the most 
memorable for me because I was able to win 
at home. The other Indian boxers also 
performed exceptionally well. India won 
four golds, one silver and three bronzes, and 
our team won the overall title. With this that 
hat-trick of World Championship wins, the 
media christened me ‘Queen of Boxing’ and 
‘Magnificent Mary’. 

jkuie<?! uqbm<fil<?! ome<lii<g<! lx<Xl<! hz! -mr<gtqz<!
fjmohx<x! sv<uOks! ntuqzie! Ohim<cgtqZl<!
Osl<hqbe<]qh<!ohx<Oxe</!-Vh<hqEl<!fqB,!omz<zqbqz<!3117z<!
fjmohx<x! fie<gil<! dzg! Osl<hqbe<]qh<! Ohim<cbqz<!
Ovilieqbiuqe<! <̂cZ~m<mi!_m<miju!!33g<G!8!we<x!osm<!
g{g<gqz<! Okix<gck<K! weK!dzg!ntuqzie! -mk<jk!
kg<gjuk<Kg<ogi{<mjk! weK! lqgh<ohvqb! sikjebigg<!
gVKgqOxe</!osif<k!l{<{qz<!oux<xqohx!Lcf<kK!we<hK!
we<eiz<! lxg<gLcbik! yV! uqsbliGl</! lx<x! -f<kqb!
Gk<Ks{<jm!uQvv<gTl<%m!nf<k! Ohim<cbqz<! lqg! fe<xig!
osbz<hm<miv<gt</! -f<kqbi! fie<G! kr<gh<hkg<gr<gjtBl<?!
yV! out<tqh<! hkg<gk<jkBl<?! &e<<X! ou{<gz!
hkg<gr<gjtBl<! oue<X! wr<gTjmb! n{q! ym<Molik<k!
sil<hqbe<]qh<jhBl<! ohx<xK/! -OkiM! fie<! &e<X! Ljx!
okimv<f<K! dzg! Osl<hqbe<]qh<! ohx<xkiz<?! Dmgr<gt<!
njek<Kl<! we<je! Gk<Ks<s{<jm! vi{q! )Gbqe<! Nh<!
hig<^qr<*! we<Xl<?! hqvl<li{<m! Oliq! )Olg<eqhq]e<m<! Olvq*!
we<Xl<!ohbv<juk<K!ogi{<mice/!

About the Author 
Mangte Chungneijang Mary Kom is a boxer 
and the winner of five World Boxing 
Championships and an Olympic Bronze 
Medal in 2012. As a school girl she used to 
play a variety of sports – hockey, football, 
and athletics. Inspired by Manipuri boxer 
Dingko Singh  who won a gold  at the Asian 
Games in 1998, Mary Kom took up boxing. 
She won the first medal of silver in 
Pennsylvania, USA, in 2001. She is the only 
woman boxer to have won a medal in each 
one of the six World Championships. She 
was honoured with the Padma Shri in 2010 
and the Padma Bhushan in 2013 for her 
wonderful achievements in the field of 
sports. She wrote her autobiography 
‘Unbreakable’ in 2013 

wPk<kitjvh<!hx<xq……!
lir<Om!Sr<Oe\r<!Olvq!Ogil<!yV!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!uQvir<gje!
Jf<K!Ljx!dzg!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!Osl<hqbe<]qh<!hm<mk<jk!
oue<xuv</!3123!yzql<hqg<gqz<!ou{<gzh<!hkg<gl<!oue<xuv</!
ht<tq! li{uqbig! -Vf<kOhiK! Wvitlie! kmgth<!
Ohim<cgtqZl<! aig<gq?! Hm<hiz<! Ohie<x! uqjtbim<Mh<!
Ohim<cgtqZl<! gzf<Kogi{<muv</! l{qh<Hvqjbs<! Osv<f<k!
hqvhz! Gk<Ks<s{<jm! uQvVl<! 2::9! Nsqb! uqjtbim<Mh<!
Ohim<cgtqz<!kr<gl<!oue<xuVlie!cr<Ogi!sqr<!we<huviz<!
=v<g<gh<hm<M! Olvq! Ogil<! Gk<Ks<! s{<jm! uqjtbimk<!
okimr<gqeiv</! nuv<! Lke<Lkzig! 3112z<! nolvqg<giuqz<!
dt<t! oheqsqz<Oueqbiuqz<! fjmohx<x! sv<uOks! Gk<Ks<!
s{<jm! Ohim<cbqz<! out<tqh<! hkg<gl<! ohx<xiv</! -uv<kie<!
NX!Ljx!dzgg<!Gk<Ks<!s{<jm!Osl<hqbe<]qh<!oue<x!
yOv! oh{<l{q/! -uVjmb! sqxh<hie! sikjegTg<gig!
-f<kqb!nvsiz<!3121z<!hk<l>!uqVKl<!3124z<!hk<l!H,]e<!
uqVK!upr<gq! ogtvuqg<gh<hm<muv</! !-uv<! ke<! Sbsvqjk!
F~zie!‘ne<hqOvg<gHz<’!we<x!F~jz!3124z<!wPkqeiv</!
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DO YOU KNOW? 
Muhammad Ali was an American professional 
pugilist (boxer) and an activist. He was widely 
regarded as one of the most significant sports 
figures of the twentieth century. 
“I hated every minute of training 
but I said, Don’t quit. 
Suffer now and live the rest of your 
life as a champion.” 
  Muhammad Ali 

dr<gTg<Gk<!okvqBli@!
Lgl<lK! nzq! yV! nolvqg<giuqe<! lqgs<sqxf<k! Gk<Ks<!
s{<jm! fqH{v<! lx<Xl<! Lx<Ohig<G! sqf<kjebitv</! nuv<!
-Vhkil<! F~x<xi{<ce<! lqg! Lg<gqblie! uqjtbim<M!
hqvhzr<gtqz<!yVuvigg<!gVkh<hMhuv</!
“fie<!hbqx<sqbqe<!yu<ouiV!fqlqmk<jkBl<!ouXk<kue</!
Neiz<!we<!lekqx<Gt<!osiz<zqg<ogi{<Ome</!
uqm<MuqmiOk"!-h<OhiK!g]<mh<hM"!
lQkLt<t!de<!uip<g<jgbqz<!yV!Osl<hqbeig!uipzil</”!

.Lgl<lK!nzq!
 

 
 

Pennsylvania-final Declaring Victory 

 
Mary Kom’s Marriage 

  

After Marriage she didn’t quit boxing 
 

       GLOSSARY: 
princely very large, handsome kivitlig?!npgig?!lqg!nkqglig!
jet lag tiredness after a long flight journey uqlie!hb{k<kqx<Gh<hqe<!Wx<hMl<!gjth<H!
appetite hunger hsq!
lauded appreciated ouGuigh<!Hgp<uK!
conviction firm faith or belief dXkqbie!fl<hqg<jg!
sate satisfy kqVh<kqh<hMk<K!
palate sense of taste Sju!
felicitation congratulatory address hivim<M!djv!
adulation appreciation hivim<M!
etched imprinted Lk<kqjv!hkqk<kz<!
speculation guess B,gl<!
haul taking a collection -P?!u$z<okijg!ohX!

 
      IMPORTANT SYNONYMS: 
 

selected chosen Okv<f<okMg<gh<hm<m!

upset disappointed uqvg<kqbjm!

expensive costly nkqg!uqjz!

suddenly immediately kqCove<X!

relieve free from worries gujzgtqzqVf<K!fql<lkqbjm!
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confined limited/ restricted gm<Mh<hMk<kh<hm<m?!yV!um<mk<kqx<Gt<!SVr<G!

arena stadium uqjtbim<M!nvr<gl<!

enormously largely nkqg!ntuqz<!

compulsory mandatory gm<miblig!

fortunate lucky nkqv<]<ml<!

opponent one who is in the opposite side wkqvitq?!OliKhuv<!

vanished disappeared ljxf<kK!

unbeatable undefeatable Okix<gcg<g!Lcbik!

accustomed habituated hpg<gh<hm<m!

probably almost certainly yVOujt!fjmohxzil<!

consoled comforted NXkz<!%Xkz<!

biggest greatest lqgh<ohvqb!

career profession wkqv<giz!Oujz!

complex difficult sqg<gzie!

presented gifted hvqS!upr<Gkz<!

traditional conventional hivl<hvqblie!

vowed promised fqs<sbqg<gh<hm<m!

finally ultimately/ lastly -Xkqbie!

fulfilled satisfied kqVh<kqbie!

required needed Okjuh<hMl<!

regularly usually upg<glie!

colleagues co-workers sgDpqbv<gt<!

leave permission uqMh<H?!nElkq!

retained continued to possess juk<kqV!

participated took part gzf<Kogi{<m!

achievements feats sikjegt<!

exceptionally unusually lqgs<sqxf<k?!nsikiv{lie!

cherished appreciated Hgph<hm<m!

replete well provided upr<gh<hm<m!

accomplishments achievements sikjegt<!

christened named ohbvqmh<hm<m!
     

     Antonyms: 
 

amateur kqxjlbx<x?!sikiv{! X professional kqxjlgt<!ogi{<m!

compulsory gm<mibl<! X optional gm<miblqz<zik!

traditional hivl<hvqblie! X modern fuQelie!

expensive uqjz!nkqglie! X cheap uqjz!Gjxuie!

hopeful fl<hg<%cb! X desperate fl<h!-bzik!

accepted Wx<Xg<ogi{<m! X refused lXg<gh<hm<m!

upset uqvg<kq! X happy lgqp<s<sq!

princely nkqglie! X few Gjxuie!

confined gm<Mh<hMk<kh<hm<m! X unlimited/ unrestricted gm<Mh<hMk<kh<hmik!

enormously lqg!nkqg!ntuqzie! X tiny lqgs<sqxqb!ntuqzie!

straight Ofvie! X round about Sx<xqujtk<K!

fortunate nkqv<]<mlie! X unfortunate nkqv<]<mlqz<zik!

lucky nkqv<]<mlie! X unlucky nkqv<]<mlqz<zik!

opponent wkqvitq! X teammate sg!Okipv<!
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vanished ljxf<Kuqm<m! X appeared Okie<xqb!

unbeatable Okix<gcg<g!-bzik! X defeatable Okix<gcg<gg<!%cb!

defeated Okiz<uqbjmf<k! X won oux<xqohx<x!

inferior gQpie! X superior Olzie!

greatest lqgh<ohvqb! X least lqgg<Gjxf<k!

disadvantage hikgr<gt<! X advantage sikgr<gt<!

loss f]<ml<! X gain zihl<!

accustomed hpg<glie! X unaccustomed hpg<glqz<zik!

probably uib<h<Ht<t! X improbably uib<h<hqz<zik!

consoled NXkzjmf<k! X cursed shqg<gh<hm<m!

lauded Hgph<hm<m! X blamed/cursed/ scolded ujshimh<hm<m!

complex sqg<gzie! X simple wtqb!

sate kqVh<kqbjm! X unsatisfy kqVh<kqbjmbik!

international sv<uOks! X national/ domestic dt<fiM!

long term fQ{<mgiz! X short term GXgqbgiz!

finally -Xkqbig! X initially okimg<gk<kqz<!

regularly upg<glie! X irregularly upg<glx<x!

retained lQm<gh<hm<m! X lost okijzf<k!

several lqgh<hz! X few lqgs<sqz!

doubtful sf<Okglie! X certain/ sure fqs<sblie!

defeating Okiz<uqbjmkz<! X winning oux<xqohXkz<!

exceptionally lqgs<sqxf<k! X usually sikiv{lie!

 
Question & Answers: 
2.  Based on your reading of the text, answer the following questions in two or three sentences each: 

a) How did Mary Kom manage to get financial support for her trip to the USA? 
Mary Kom’s father managed to get Rs.2000/- from his source.  Her friends met two MPs and 

got a sum of eight thousand rupees. A little more money had been collected from other source.  
Thus Mary Kom managed to get financial support for her trip to the USA. 

 

b) Why did Mary Kom think that she should not return empty-handed? 
Mary Kom was provided with funds from her well wishers.  They had confidence in her and 

donated liberally.  She did not want to upset them.  Hence she thought that she should not return 
empty-handed. 

 

c) What was her first impression of America? 
When Mary Kom reached America, it was snowing.  Pennyslvania was cold and beautiful. 

She felt that the people were enormously nice too.   
 

d) Why did she call herself ‘lucky’? 
When Mary Kom reached America, She was tired and suffering from jet lag.  She did not 

have any match that day. Since she had time to take rest, she called herself ‘lucky’. 
 

e) According to Mary Kom, what was the reason for her losing in the finals? 
In USA, Mary Kom had loss of appetite.  She was not accustomed to the food in America.  She could 

not eat.  As a result she lost her weight.  Probably this was the reason for her losing in the finals. 
 

donated-! fe<ogijmbtqg<gh<hm<mK?  financial support-! fqkq! NkvU?!   provided – upr<gh<hm<mK? various 
people- hz<OuX!lg<gt<? confidence-!fl<hqg<jg?  donated liberally- kivitlie!fe<ogijm?  empty handed- 
ouXl<!jgObiM?  snowing-!heqh<ohipqgqe<x?  appetite- hsqbqe<jl?  not accustomed- hpg<glqe<jl?   arena-!
uqjtbim<M!nvr<gl<?  jet lag- uqlie!hb{k<kqeiz<!Wx<hm<m!gjth<H?  opponent-wkqvitq 
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f) What made her feel confident about the competitive players?  Explain. 
At the time of her arrival, Mary Kom had time to take rest. And also she kept telling herself 

that she could face anyone in the ring.  This made her feel confident about the competitive 
players.  

 

g) What difficulty did she experience while eating Chinese food? 
In China, Mary Kom was provided with chopsticks to eat meal.  She ended up using both her 

hands to hold the chopstick to pick up the food and push it into her mouth. Though she found 
difficulty in eating, she enjoyed Chinese food. 

 

h) How was she felicitated on her return to India? 
At Delhi, Mary Kom was given a warm welcome at the airport.  In Imphal, she was greeted 

with  garlands and drumbeats and dancing.  A felicitation programme was held in Langol.  There 
she was given adulation.  She was presented with a traditional shawl.   

 

i) What did she consider her greatest achievement?  Why? 
Mary Kom retained her world title in 2006 by defeating Steluta Duta of Romania 22-7 at the 

Fourth World Championships in New Delhi.  She considered it her greatest achievement because 
she was able to win at home.  The media named her “Queen of Boxing” and “Magnificent Mary” 

 

long travel- fQ{<m!hb{l<?  competitive players- Ohim<cbiti<gt<?  chopsticks-  yV!O\ic!Gs<sqgt<!)sQei<gt<!
sih<hqm!dkUl<!Gs<sqgt<*! Chinese food-!sQe!d{U?  felicitated-!hivim<M?   warm welcome-!liqbijkg<Giqb!
uvOux<H?   garlands and drumbeats-! lijzgt<! lx<Xl<! Oltkitr<gTme<?   adulation-  hivim<M? traditional 
shawl- hivl<hiqb! siz<ju?  retained- kg<g! juk<kqV?  defeating-! Okix<gck<kz<?  greatest achievement-  
lqgh<ohiqb!sikje? Queen of Boxing- Gk<Ks<s{<jm!vi{q? Magnificent Mary- nx<Hk!Oliq 

 
3.  Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 100 – 150 words each: 

i)  Describe Mary Kom’s personal experiences during her first International Championship 
match from the time of selection to winning the medal. 

 

Title       :  Queen of Boxing 
Authour :  Mary Kom 
Genre     : Autobiography 
Theme    :  Self confidence 

 

Mary Kom, an Indian boxer,  was selected in the 48 kg category for the International Boxing 
Association , World Women’s Boxing Championships in Pennsylvania, USA, in November – 
December 2001.  Mary Kom’s father managed to get Rs.2000/- from his source.  Her friends met 
two MPs and got a sum of eight thousand rupees for her trip. A little more money had been 
collected from other source.  Her well wishers had confidence in her and donated liberally.  She 
did not want to upset them.  So she thought that she should not return empty handed. When she 
reached America, She was tired and suffering from jet lag.  She did not have any match that day. 
She had time to take rest. And also she kept telling herself that she could face anyone in the ring.  
This made her feel confident about the competitive players. She was qualified for the finals 
whereas her team mates could not.  She was even hopeful of getting the gold. But she had loss 
of appetite there.  She was not accustomed to the food in America.  She could not eat.  As a result 
she lost her weight.  Probably this was the reason for her losing in the finals. She was quite 
disappointed.  But her coaches were consoled her and lauded her on the silver win.  Moreover 
she was the only one in the team to get a medal.  She took away from this championship was the 
firm belief that she could take on any boxer. 

"It has been a tough journey. I carried on with the support of family and friends. 
Despite the loss today, I am satisfied with the way I performed." 
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ii)   Lack of adequate financial resources and sponsorships often affect sportspersons.  How 
is this evident from Mary Kom’s life? 

Title       :  Queen of Boxing 
Authour :  Mary Kom 
Genre     : Autobiography 
Theme    :  Self confidence 

 

Mary Kom, an Indian boxer,  was selected in the 48 kg category for the International 
Boxing Association , World Women’s Boxing Championships in Pennsylvania, USA, in 
November – December 2001.  Mary Kom’s father managed to get Rs.2000/- from his source.  
Her friends met two MPs and got a sum of eight thousand rupees for her trip. A little more 
money had been collected from other source.  Her well wishers had confidence in her and 
donated liberally.  She did not want to upset them.  So she thought that she should not return 
empty handed.   She came back with a silver medal.  But she was not happy over this.  She 
determined to get gold for India.  The silver in Pennsylvania and prize money from the 
government had put an end to her immediate financial worries.  But she wanted a job since it 
would provide a steady and security income.  When she was getting married she had no savings 
except a couple of life insurance policies.  In 2005, Manipur government offered her a sub 
inspector job. Subsequently she got rid of her financial problems.    

 

iii)   Why was Mary Kom named the ‘Queen of Boxing’ and ‘Magnificent Mary?” 
Title       :  Queen of Boxing 
Authour :  Mary Kom 
Genre     : Autobiography 
Theme    :  Self confidence 

 

From 2001 to 2004 Mary Kom won several golds.  She participated in many International 
Championships and bagged many medals.  In the mean time she got married.  Everyone was 
doubtful about her medal hauls.  But after the marriage she took part in and won a gold in the 
Third and Fourth World Women’s Boxing Championships in October 2005 and November 
2006.  She retained her world title in 2006 by defeating Steluta Duta of Romania 22 – 7 at the 
fourth World Championships in New Delhi.  She considered it one of her greatest achievements.  
It was the most memorable for she was able to win at home.  She got hat-trick win of world 
Championship.  So the media named her the ‘Queen of Boxing’ and ‘Magnificent Mary’.  

“You don’t have to be in a boxing ring to be a great fighter. As long as you are true to  
yourself, you will succeed in your fight for that in which you believe.” ― Muhammad Ali 

 
Gist of the lesson 

 Mary Kom was an Indian boxer. 
 She participated in World Women’s Boxing Championships in Pennsylvania, USA in 2001. 
 Though she suffered a lot, she got a silver medal. 
 From 2001 to 2004, She participated in many games and won several golds.   
 She got married and everyone was doubtful about her medal hauls.   
 But after her marriage, she won a gold in the 3rd  and 4th  World Championships. 
 She retained her world title in 2006 in New Delhi.   
 She considered it one of her greatest achievements.   
 She got hat-trick win of world Championship.   
 So the media named her ‘Queen of Boxing’ and ‘Magnificent Mary’. 
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VOCABULARY:  (Text pg 39) 
A. ABBREVIATIONS: 
 

RSC – Referee Stopped Contest. 
USA – United States of America 
AIBA – Association Internationale de Boxe Amateur 

 

Write the expanded forms of the following abbreviations we commonly come across in our daily life. 
1. IELTS  - International English Language Testing System 
2. GST  - Goods and Services Tax 
3. TNPSC   - Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission 
4. STD   - Subscribers Trunk Dialing 
5. ISD   - International Subscribers’ Dialing 
6. MBA   - Master of Business Administration  
7. MHRD  - Ministry of Human Resource Development 
8. GPS   - Global Positioning System 
9. NSS   - National Service Scheme 
10. PTA  - Parent Teacher Association 
11. NGO  - Non Governmental Organisation 
12. ICU  - Intensive Care Unit 
13. IIM  - Indian Institute of Management 
14. MRI  - Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
15. ECG   - Electro Cardio Gram 
16. NCC  - National Cadet Corps 
17. LED   - Light Emitting Diode 
18. CPU   - Central Processing Unit 
19. CBSE  - Central Board of Secondary Education 
20. GDP   - Gross Domestic Product 
21. LCD   - Liquid Crystal Display 
22. NRI   - Non Resident Indian 
23. IIT  - Indian Institute of Technology 
24. ITI   - Industrial Training Institute 

 

B.  Form the opposites of the words given below by prefixing ‘un’, ‘in’, ‘dis’, ‘ir’, ‘il’ 
appropriately. (Text Pg 39) 

unfortunate, disrespect, irrational, indirect, uncomfortable, irregular, inactive, disagree, 
disobedient, discontinue, indecent, illegitimate, irregular, unaware, infinite, unnecessary 

 

C.  Idioms related to sports: 
i)  throw in the towel  - e) to give up 
ii)  in our corner   - c) on your side in an argument or dispute 
iii)  on the ropes   - a) state of near collapse or defeat 
iv)  below the belt  - b) unfair or unsporting behavior 
v)   square off  - c) prepare for a conflict 

 
Listening Activity: 
Read the questions based on the running commentary of a cricket match. Then, listen to the running 
commentary of the match read out by your teacher or played on the recorder and tick the right answers. 

i)  Who faced the first ball in the 49th over? 
a) Kulasekara  b) Yuvraj  c) Dhoni  d) Sachin 
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ii) Which batsman hit a sixer? 
a) Kulasekara  b) Bajji  c) Dhoni  d) Yuvraj 
 

iii) Where was the match held? 
a) Chennai   b) Delhi  c) Calcutta  d) Mumbai 
 

iv) Who were popularly called ‘The Finishers’? 
a) Dhoni and Yuvaraj    b) Bajji and Malinga 
c) Gambhir and Yuvaraj    d) Perara and Malinga 
 

v) How many runs did India need to win the match in the last four overs? 
a) 30   b) 21   c) 37   d) 27 

 

Reading: 
Encoding is the process by which data (facts, figures, etc.) is presented in a non-verbal form, i.e., as 

tables, graphs, etc.  
Decoding  is the process by which graphic representations such as tables and graphs are interpreted 

so that the data is made meaningful to the readers. 
 

i)  Represent the other paragraphs in a visual form of your choice. (flow chart, mind map, pie – chart etc,) 
 
1st Paragraph 

 
2nd Paragraph 
Kabbadi   

 Two teams   
 Each team has seven players 

 

The objective of the game   
 For a single player on offence referred as a “raider”  
 tag out as many of their defenders as possible,  
 and return to their own half of the court – all without being tackled by the defenders.  

 

Points  
 Points are scored for each player tagged by the raider, while the opposing team earns a 

point for stopping the raider.  
 

Out 
 The raider should hold his breath and  
 utter the words like "kabbadi kabbadi, hututu hututu, chadu kudu" etc. while the opponents 

try to catch him.  
 If he stops uttering these words, he is considered out. 

 

"Revival" 
 Players are taken out of the game if they are tagged or tackled,  
 but can be "revived" for each point scored by their team from a tag or tackle.  
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3rd Paragraph 

 
 

ii) Choose the correct option: 
1. A contact sport usually involves a_______ contact between players. 

a) violent   b) gentle   c) physical 

2. Kabbadi is a game played between__________. 
a) seven teams of two players   b) two teams of seven players  
c) four teams of seven players 
 

3. A single ___________. 
a) player on offence is referred to as a raider. 
b) offence is referred to as a raider.   c) raider is an offence by the player. 

 

iii) Answer the following: 
1. How does a raider score points for his team? 

A raider scores points for his team by tagging players of the opponent team. 
 

2. When does a raider concede a point to the opponent team? 
When a raider is being stopped by the opponent team he concedes a point to the opponent team. 
 

3. Can a player be revived when he / she is out of the game?  Explain your answer. 
Yes, a player can be revived for each point scored by their team from a tag or tackle when 
he / she is out of the game.   
 

4. Kabaddi is called by different names in different parts of India.  Do you know how 
Pallankuzhi is called in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala? 
Pallankuzhi is called as Ali guli mane in Karnataka,  Vamana guntalu in Andhrapradesh  
and Kuzhipara in Kerala. 

 

GRAMMAR: 
Modal auxiliaries: 
A.  Choose the correct word to complete the following sentences: (Text pg 43) 

1. We are not completely sure but Kishore_________ come back tomorrow. 
a) needn’t  b) may   c) ought 

2. When Koushik was a child, he ________play in the street. 
a) won’t  b) must  c) used to 

3. ________ I have some more juice, please? 
a) Could     b) Needn’t   c) Would 

Various 
names of 
Kabadi

Andhra 
Pradesh ‐
Kabbadi or 
Chedugudu

Kerala and 
Telangana ‐
Kabbadi 

Bangladesh 
‐ Hadudu

Maldives ‐
Bhavatik 

Punjab ‐
Kauddi / 
Kabbadi 

Eastern 
India ‐ Hu‐
Do‐Do

Western 
India ‐ Hu‐
Tu‐Tu

South India 
‐

Chadakudu
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4. I ________ believe my eyes. Is Santhosh the one who is standing over there? 
a) couldn’t  b) mustn’t   c) can’t 

5. Dinesh __________ be the richest person in the village. He’s just bought two luxury cars. 
a) may not  b) ought  c) must 

6. Imran ________ have studied more for the final exam than playing. 
a) would  b) should  c) can 

7. My house _________ decorating as I’m tired of the old furniture. 
a) could  b) may   c) need. 

8. I ________ rather request you to check my exercise before giving it to the teacher. 
a) would  b) should  c) ought to 

9. ___________ I use your mobile phone? It’s an emergency. 
a) Must  b) May   c) Won’t 

10. In schools, students _________ wear uniforms. It is compulsory. 
a) should   b) must  c) may 

11. Nirmala’s daughter _____________write perfectly when she was seven. 
a) might  b) could  c) mustn’t 

12. I _________ let you know when I have more information about the matter. 
a) would  b) shall  c) can’t 

B) Practise your modal verbs. Look at these signs and write down the rules, regulations or advice 
they convey using the modal verbs given below. 

can - could - may - might – must - ought to – shall - should - will – would 
 

 
You must wear goggles in this area. Chemicals may attack your eyes. 

 
You should buckle up the seat belt while driving. You will be safe. 

 
You should not enter here, since this is a private property. 

 
You must not enter here, otherwise you might meet with an accident by 
falling material. 

 
You can get information from this office. It would help you in future. 

 

You ought to save the energy by closing the air-conditioned room doors 
while you leave.  

 
You should not loitering here, since this is an unsafe area. 

 
You can use this way to exit at the time of fire in this place. 

 You should not enter in this way. 

 
You should be cautious while walking here. This floor is slippery. 

 
You must not enter here. Otherwise you will be prosecuted. 

 

While lifting this pack, we shall bend our knees. It could save from back 
pain. 
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C) Read the following passage ( Text pg 44) 
I thought I will go to British Museum today to read the treatment for some slight ailment of which I 
had a touch. I ____(1)_______ read all I wanted to read and then felt I _____(2)______ begin to 
study diseases. I started to generally turn the leaves idly. I came to typhoid fever, read the symptoms 
and discovered I  ______(3)_____ be having it for months without knowing it. Cholera, I had severe 
complications. Diphtheria, I _____(4)______ have been born with. I was relieved to find that 
Bright’s disease, I had only in a modified form as so far as that was concerned, I ____(5)_______ 
live for years. The only disease I _____(6)______ conclude I had not got was a housemaid’s knee. I 
sat and pondered. I tried to feel my heart. I _____(7)______ (not feel) my heart. I walked into the 
reading room as a happy healthy man but crawled out as a decrepit wreck. 
 

Answer: 1. shall   2. will   3. would   4. might   5.  would   6. can or could   7. could not 
 
PREPOSITIONS: (Text pg 45) 

Examples: 
This seat is not very comfortable to sit_________. 
My father gave me some pictures to look_________. 
Was it worth waiting _________? 

Answer: in, at, for 
 

A) Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with appropriate prepositions. 
i) In case _________ difficulty, you should refer _________ a dictionary and then respond 

_________ the question.    Answer:  of, to, to 
 

ii) The clothes that he has put _________are very impressive. He is going _________ his hometown 
to pay homage _________the village head   Answer: on, to, to 

 

iii) The nearest hospital _________this place is _________ a distance of twenty kilometers. You can 
reach it either_________ car or _________ a bicycle.    Answer: to, at, by, by 

 
 
 

 B) Complete the following paragraph by filling in the blanks with suitable prepositions.  
Mr. Beek of New Jersey has invented a floating life-preserver, which gives complete protection  
____(1)_____ people who have been shipwrecked. The upper section is large enough for the wearer 
to be able to move his head and arms ____(2)____, and a month's supply  ____(3)_____ food and 
drinking water can also be stored ____(4)_____ it. The cover can be closed in rough weather, and 
the wearer can see ___(5)______ the window in the front, and breathe ____(6)_____ a curved pipe. 
The life preserver is made ____(7)_____ water proof cloth attached ____(8)_____ circular metal 
tubes, which protect the wearer ____(9)_____ sharp rocks and hungry fish. 

 

Answer: 1. to    2. up    3. for     4. in    5. through     6. over     7. of     8. to     9. with 
 

C) Fill in the blanks in the following sentences, using prepositions if necessary. 
(i) The new machines are quite different _________ the old ones. They are able to work _________ 

a much faster pace, a substantially reduced risk _________ the environment. 
Answer:  from, with, to 

 

(ii) The students discussed the problem _____ themselves. However, they did not arrive ____any 
conclusion. They went ____ their class teacher and discussed____ her. She gave a solution 
____ it and they were happy. 

Answer: among, to, to, with, to 
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D) Do you know what happened to the Titanic, the largest ship to sail then? She hit an iceberg and 
sank into the Atlantic Ocean. Now choose the right word and complete the paragraph. Read the 
paragraph aloud. 

 The wreck (1) _________ (up/of) the RMS Titanic lies (2) _________ ( in/at)a depth of (3) _________ 
(about/ above) 12,500 feet about 370 miles south east (4) _________ (of/off) the coast of 
Newfoundland. It lies (5) _________ (in/on) two main pieces about a third (6) _________ (of/off) a 
mile apart. The bow is still largely recognizable (7) _________ (with/ within) many preserved 
interiors, despite the damage it sustained hitting the sea floor. A debris field (8) _________ (of/for) 
the wreck contains thousands (9)_________ (on/ of) items spilled (10) _________ (from/of) the ship 
as it sank. She sank (11) _________ (in/at) the year 1912. 

 

Answer: 1. up   2. in   3. above    4. off    5. on    6. off   7. with   8. of   9. of   10. from   11. in 
 

E) Solve the crossword using the clues given on page 54. 
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Across 
2. We fought _________ the measure.(7) 
7. The cat jumped _________ the table.(4) 
9.The cat climbed _________ the tree.(2) 
10. My story is shorter _________ yours.(4) 
11.Cats are _________ dogs.(6) 
13.Put the cookie _________ the jar.(2) 
14.Let’s walk _________ the park.(7) 
16. The vegetables were planted ____the apple tree.(6) 
17. Banu sings _________ a bird.(4) 
18.My story is _________ my pets.(5) 
19. Subash is the president _________ ourclass.(2) 
20.We live _________ the river.(2) 
21. Let’s walk _________ class together.(4) 
22.The bank is _________ the park.(8) 
23.We live _________ the city limits.(6) 
25. I saw John waving _________ the crowd.(5) 
28. I am more cautious _________ thefall.(5) 
29.I have a present _________ you.(3) 
31.We strolled _________ the river.(5) 
32.He ran _________ us.(7) 
33. The leaves had collected _______ the trees(7) 

Down 
1.I put the book _______ the table.(4) 
2.Please treat us _______ equals.(2) 
3. Desert will be served _______ dinner.(5) 
4.My house is _______ the school.(4) 
5.We walked _______ the store.(2) 
6.No eating _______ class.(6) 
8.The book fell _______ my desk.(3) 
11. I will not leave _______ the speech is finished.(5) 
12. The store is open everyday _______Sunday.(3) 
15.The dog is _______ the house.(7) 
16.The cat is hiding _______ my bed.(5) 
19.The cat jumped _______ the dog.(4) 
20.He is hiding _______ the bookcase.(6) 
22.Dinner is _______ the table.(2) 
24. I put my hands _______ my Pockets.(6) 
26.We will eat _______ the play.(6) 
27. The cat is sleeping _______ the bed.(5) 
29.This letter is _______ my aunt.(3) 
30.We ran _______ the other kids.(4) 
 

Across - Answers: 
2) against 7) onto 9) up 10) than 11) unlike 13) in 
14) through 16) beside 17) like 18) about 19) of  
20) by 21) into 22) opposite 23) with in 25) above  
28) since 29) for 31) along 32) between 33) beneath 

Down - Answers: 
1) upon 2) as 3) after 4) near 5) to 6) during 8) off 
11) until 12) not 15) outside 16) below 19) over      20) 
behind 22) on 24) inside 26) before 27) under    29) 
from 30) past 

 
WRITING 
A.Note-making 

Note-making involves the fundamental skills of reading and writing. 
We make notes to record the important points of a text for future reference. 
Note-making is a study skill that helps to make notes of important points from a long text. It is particularly 
useful to store and retrieve information in the form of a summary. 

 

The Process 
◆ First, the main points and supporting details should be identified. The main information should be condensed 

and organised in a systematic way. 
◆ To avoid difficulty in recollecting information, symbols or abbreviations should be used while making 

notes. But these should be clear enough to recall or understand later. 
◆ Notes need not be in complete sentences. 
◆ Notes should be shorter than the original text. 
◆ Main points and supporting details should be clearly distinguished. 
◆ Functional words like articles, relative pronouns should be avoided. 
◆ Headings and sub headings should be numbered. 

 

Heading 
1.Sub-heading 

1.a Point 1 
1.b sub-sub heading 

1.b.1 Sub Point 1 
1.b.2 Sub Point 2 

1.c Point 1 
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Heading 
2.Sub-heading 2 

2.a Point 1 
2.b sub-sub heading 

2.b.1 Sub Point 1 
 

Read the following paragraph and see how notes have been made on it. 
Example:(TB-49) 
1. The Rome 1960 Paralympic Games was a tremendous step in sports for athletes with a physical 

impairment. The founder of the Paralympics movement, Sir Ludwig Guttmann, and the director of 
the spinal centre in Rome, Antonia Maglio, started preparations for the games two years ago. It would 
be called the 9th Annual International Stoke Mandeville Games. Now regarded as the Rome 1960 
Paralympic Games, the competition tookplace for six days following the closing ceremony of the 
XVII Olympic Game sand was supported by the Italian Olympic Committee and the Italian Institute 
for Disabled Workers. 

2. A total of eight different sports events debuted at the first-ever Paralympic Games, all of which were 
considered beneficial and suitable for athletes with spinal cord injuries: archery, IPC athletics, dart, 
snooker, IPC swimming, table tennis, wheelchair-basketball and wheelchair fencing. 

3. The opening ceremony on 18 September1960 garnered a crowd of 5000 spectators, which greeted the 
wheelchair athletes during their colourful entry into Acqua Acetosa stadium. The Italian Minister for 
Public Health at the time, officially declared the games open to the world. In the debut of the 
Paralympic games on the world stage, the host nation Italy finished atop the medal standings, as Great 
Britain, Germany, Austria and the USA rounded out the top five with stellar performances. 

4. The closing ceremony on 25th September was held in the Palazetto Dello in the Olympic village in 
the presence of Sir Guttmann, the patron of the Games. Sir Guttmann summed up the Games saying: 
“The vast majority of competitors and escorts have fully understood the meaningof the Rome Games 
as a new pattern of reintegration of the paralysed into society, as well as the whole of sport.” 

 

Notes: 
The Paralympics 

1. Origin of Paralympic games 
a. sports for the phy. impaired 
b. Founder 

                i. Sir Ludwig Guttman 
c. 1960 first Paralympic 
d. conducted for 6 days 
e. supp.d by 
    i. Italian Olym. Committee &Italian 

Inst.for Disabled Workers 
2. Sports 

a. 8 events 
    i.suitable for athletes with spinal inj.s 

3. Opening ceremony 
a. 18th Sept. 
b. 5000 spectators 
c. colourful entry of wheelchairathletes 

4. Closing ceremony 
a. 25th Sept. 
b. host Italy finished atop 
c. Sir Guttman summed up 
    i. reintegration of paralyzed into 

soc.and sports 

 

Summary 

Paralympic Games 
 

      In 1960, Sir Ludwig Guttmann founded the 
Paralympic Games in Rome for the physically 
impaired. The games, supported by Italian Olympic 
Committee and the Italian Institute for Disabled 
Workers, took place for six days. Eight different sports 
events conducted were suitable for the disabled. 
During the opening ceremony on 18th September, five 
thousand spectators greeted the wheelchair athletes’ 
colourful entry. The host Italy finished a top and 
during the closing ceremony, the founder said that the 
Games were a new pattern of re-integration of the 
paralysed into society and sports. 
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B. Summarising 
Task : On the basis of your understanding of the given sample, make notes of the following text 

and write a summary in about 75 words. 
Looking at the modern children, one striking difference between the childhood that the previous 

generation had and the one that this generation has is the lack of Indian or native games. In the 1970’s, people 
used to play a variety of indoor and outdoor games that were the games of this soil. Nowadays almost all 
Children play games like cricket, tennis and football. Nobody is playing games like Kabaddi, Goli, Ghilli or 
Indoor games like the Dhaayakattam, Paramapadham, Pallanguzhi, Paandi or Aadupuliaattam. These games 
have a rich culture and heritage value and were tools of passing on some ancestral knowledge or the other. 
They also sharpened our observational and math skills unlike the hit and run games of the west that are uni-
dimensional and strengthen only hand-eye coordination. 
 

Traditional Games were not just games, they were designed in such a way that one can develop lot of 
skills like logical thinking, building strategy, concentration, basic mathematics, aiming, and a lot more. 
Nowadays we develop these skills by paying money to centres that conduct personal development courses. 
Traditional Games act as learning aids. They teach us many things while playing, like to learn to win and lose, 
develop sensory skills, count, add, improve motor skills, identify colour, improve hand-eye co-ordination and 
finally to have fun, either by playing the game or watching a game being played. 
 

The values that we achieve by playing these games are more when compared to the games that we play 
nowadays. Some of the values that we gain are that they are environment friendly, we get a chance to learn 
about our culture and history, and an important thing is, it is suitable for all ages, so they increase the interaction 
between generations. Many modern games played around the world have their origin in these traditional games 
which is a pride to our country’s culture. 

 
Notes: 

Traditional Games 
Present day games 

- cricket, tennis and football. 
- hit and run games 

 

Traditional games 
 Outdoor games  
  Kabaddi, Goli, Ghilli    

 Indoor games  
  Dhaayakattam, Paramapadham, 

Pallanguzhi, Paandi or 
Aadupuliaattam.    

 Specialities 
  rich culture and heritage value                     

 Skills Developed 
  observational and math skills   
          logical thinking 
  building strategy 
  concentration 
  basic mathematics  
  aiming  
  teach win and lose  
  develop sensory skills 
  improve motor skills 
  fun  
 pride  
  Origin for many modern games   

 

Summary 

Traditional Games 
             Children mostly play hit and run games like 

cricket, tennis and football nowadays. Kabaddi, 
Goli, Ghilli, Dhaayakattam, Paramapadham, 
Pallanguzhi, Paandi or Aadupuliaattam are our 
traditional games which have a rich culture and 
heritage value. One can develop lot of skills like 
logical thinking, concentration, aiming, 
observational and math skills. They teach us to learn 
to win and lose, develop sensory skills, improve 
motor skills and fun. They are the origin of many 
modern games.  
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C. Debate is an essential skill and your class room is the best place to practice this skill. Your teacher 
will now divide the class into two groups and organize a debate on the topic “Fast food tastes better 
than nutritious food.” The following points may help you to participate and speak in a debate. One 
group will speak FOR the motion and the other group will speak AGAINST the motion. Now 
prepare a speech for the debate. (Make your own) 

 

You may consider using the following expressions. (Text Pg-51) 
◆  We strongly believe that …………  
◆  Before I come to my own argument, let us have a look at what my opposition ……..  
◆  I see your point, but I think …………..  
◆  I’m afraid I can’t quite agree with your point …………  
◆  I would like to point out that………… 

 
TASK: (Text Pg 52) 
Task: Read and understand the data presented in the pie-chart below on factors affecting health, 

and write an article for your school magazine highlighting the fact that it’s our lifestyle that 
determines how healthy we remain. Write your article in about 150 words. Give a suitable 
title too. 

The factors which affect health are given percentage-wise in the pie-chart. 

 
 

This pie chart shows the factors which affect the health of the people in percentage-wise. The 
maximum percentage is 20% on Genetics.  Genetics play a vital role in affecting health.  It has been 
reducing a lot nowadays. The next factor is environment. Pollution paves the way for the worst health 
and for new diseases.  It is in our hands to protect our environment. Medical facilities too affect our 
health in certain percentage. The major factor that affects our health is our life style. It inludes 
smoking, obesity, stress, diet & nutrition and blood pressure.  Smoking not only affects the smokers 
but also  the persons near to them. Lack of physical exercise, children are affected by Obesity. Fast 
food is another important factor for affecting our health.  It results in blood pressure and other cardiac 
diseases.  To lead a healthy life, We have to follow our traditional food and  regular physical exercise.   
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Poem – 2  
CONFESSIONS OF A BORN SPECTATOR  
)yV!hqxuqh<!hiv<jubiteqe<!!yh<Hkz<!uig<G&zl<*  

Ogden Nash 

 

One infant grows up and becomes a jockey, 
Another plays basketball or hockey, 
This one the prize ring hates to enter 
That one becomes a tackle or center, 
I am just glad as glad can be 
That I am not them, that they are not me. 

yV!Gpf<jk!utv<f<K!hqe<ev<!Gkqjv!uQveigqxK!
lx<oxie<X!%jmh<!hf<K!nz<zK!aig<gq!uqjtbiMgqxK!
-K!Gk<Ks<s{<jm!ujtbk<kqz<!Fjpujk!ouXg<gqxK/!
nK!s{<jmbqMhueigqxK!nz<zK!fMuvigqxK!
fie<!Lcf<ktU!lgqp<s<sqbig!-Vg<gqOxe<!
fie<!nuv<gt<Ohiz<!-z<jz?!nuv<gt<!we<jeh<Ohiz<!-z<jz/!

With all my heart I do admire 
Athletes who sweat for fun or hire, 
Who take field in gaudy pomp, 
And maim each other as they romp. 
My limp and bashful spirit feeds 
On other people's heroic deeds. 

leh<H,i<ulig!-kbh<H,i<ulig!fie<!hivim<MgqOxe</!
Oucg<jgg<gig!nz<zK!Dkqbk<kqx<gig!uqbi<ju!sqf<Kl<!

uqjtbim<M!uQvi<gjt!
hgm<Mg<gig!lx<xuv<!hiv<h<hkx<gig!gtk<kqz<!-xr<GOuijv!
gvMLvmig?!Nvuivlig!uqjtbiMukiz<!gibljmgqe<xei<!
we<Ejmb!hzuQel<!lx<Xl<!ns<sl<!
lx<x!lg<gtqe<!uQvs<osbz<gTg<G!sk<kie!kQeq!

Now A runs ninety yards to score, 
B knocks the champion to the floor, 
Cracking vertebrae and spines, 
Lashes his steed across the line, 
You'd think my ego it would please 
To swap positions with one of these. 

-h<ohiPK!A!oki{<[~X!g\l<!oux<xqohx!YMgqxiv<?!
B!oux<xq!uQvje!kjvbqz<!kt<tquqMgqxiv<?!
nueK!LKG!Lt<otZl<Hl<?!k{<MumLl<!djmgqxK/!
Gkqjvjb!nck<K!oux<xqg<Ogim<jm!Ofig<gq!osZk<Kgqxie<!
fQr<gt<!we<!gv<uk<jk!fqjek<kqVg<gzil</!nK!lgqPl</!
-uv<gtqz<!yVue<!fqjzg<G!fie<!lixqeiz<!)gv<ul<!lgqPl<*!!

Well, ego it might be pleased enough, 
But zealous athletes play so rough, 
They do not ever, in their dealings 
Consider one another's feelings. 
I'm glad that when my struggle begins 
Twixt prudence and ego, prudence wins, 

fz<zK?!gv<ul<!OhiKlie!kqVh<kqjb!njmf<kqVg<Gl</!
Neiz<!Ni<ulie!uqjtbim<MuQvi<!gvMLvmig!uqjtbiMgqxii<!
nui<gt<!wh<ohiPKl<!nz<z!nui<gTjmb!uqjtbim<cz<!
nMk<kuv<!d{i<Ugjt!Hvqf<Kogit<uK!-z<jz?!!
fie<!lgqp<gqOxe<?!we<!Ohivim<ml<!okimr<gq!!
okijzOfig<G!hiv<ju?!gv<ul<!-ux<xqz<!okijzOfig<Gh<!

hiv<ju!oue<xkiz</!
When swollen eye meets gnarled fist 
When snaps the knee, and cracks the wrist 
When officialdom demands, 
Is there a doctor in the stands? 
My soul in true thanksgiving speaks 
For this modest of physiques: 

uQr<gqb!g{<!uzqjlbie!jgLL]<cjb!sf<kqg<Gl<!ohiPK!
Lpr<giz<!djmBl<OhiK?!l{qg<gm<M!djmBl<OhiK/!
uqjtbim<M!fMuv<!OgiVgqxiv<!!
nr<Og!lVk<Kui<!kbivig!-Vg<gqxivi@!
we<Ejmb!Ne<li!d{<jlbie!fe<xqgjt!fuqz<gqxK!
-k<kjgb!sikiv{!dmzjlh<Hg<gig!)uQveqe<!dmz<Ohiz<!-z<jz*!

“Athletes, I'll drink to you 
Or eat with you, 
Or anything except compete with you, 
Buy tickets worth their weight in radium, 
To watch you gambol in the stadium, 
And reassure myself anew 
That you are not me and I'm not you. 

uqjtbim<M!uQvi<gOt?!fie<!dlK!oux<xqjb!ogi{<miMOue<!
nz<zK!dr<gTme<!uqVf<K!d{<Ohe<!
nz<zK!WOkEl<!ye<X?!dr<gTme<!Ohim<cbqz<!OliKujkk<kuqv!
FjpUs<sQm<jm!Ovcbl<!lkqh<hqz<!uir<GgqOxe</!
fQr<gt<!uqjtbim<mvr<gqz<!suiz<uqMujk!hiv<g<g?!
-pf<Kuqm<m!fl<hqg<jgjb!fiOe!lXhcBl<!dXkqosb<gqOxe<!
we<jeh<Ohiz!fQr<gt<!-z<jz?!dr<gjth<Ohiz!fie<!-z<jz/!
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Stanza 1 

The poem brings us the attitude of a born spectator who avoids participating in sports events.  He 
is a lover of sports only as a spectator and not as a participant.  Around him he finds boys adopting 
different games and sports.  One goes in for horse riding and becomes a professional jockey.  Another 
becomes a keen lover of basketball or hockey.  The third one dislikes boxing and another becomes a 
rugby player.  But the speaker is very happy in being a spectator only and not a sportsman like others.   
Stanza 2 

The spectator, no doubt, admires athletes, who sweat for money or for pleasure.  He admires all 
those who appear on the playground in showy dresses, and then romp and injure each other.  He frankly 
admits that his own spirit is weak and shy.  So he is contented with only watching the heroic performance 
of other people.  
Stanza 3 

One man is a champion runner, another, a renowned boxer.  They compete with one another to 
win the game and bag the prize.  The rider is risking his bones and spine, lashes his horse hard to win 
the prize.  One may think that the spectator also feels tempted to take the position of the winner boxer 
or jockey. 
Stanza 4 

Of course, this exchange of position with one of the athletes or world champions may please his 
ego.  But sportsman as a rule plays a very rough game and don’t have any consideration for the feelings 
of one another.  So whenever there is a conflict in the  mind of the spectator between carefulness and 
self-centeredness, his carefulness always wins and he never opts for participation in any game or sports.   
Stanza 5 

He sees one boxer giving a powerful punch on the already injured eye of his opponent.  Some 
other sportsman suffers grievous injury like bone fracture.  At such a critical moment, the person 
organizing the game remains cold and callous.  He is not moved by the suffering of the athlete. He would 
calmly enquire if there is a doctor in the pavilion to give medical aid.  The spectator, however, feels 
deeply moved, and he thanks God for not giving him a very athletic body.   
Stanza 6 

Addressing athletes, he says that he will gladly drink for their health and dine with them, but he 
will never compete with them in the playground.  He will not even mind spending a large sum on buying 
a ticket to watch their frisking and jumping.  Then he will get great comfort to think that he, unlike the 
players, is only a spectator. 
 
SUMMARY OF THE POEM 
 

 In the poem ‘Confessions of a Born Spectator,’ Ogden Nash talks about why he wants to be a 
spectator and not an athlete/sports man.  

 The poet is a determined spectator.  
 His own spirit is weak and shy.   
 So he confesses that he is glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete.  
 He admires the talents of sportsmen and athletes.  
 Children have different aims and wish to play various games.  
 Each child has in mind something in particular, but the narrator is glad he is not one of the 

players.  
 Though the narrator admires the talents of all athletes, he derives satisfaction from watching 

them, but does not wish to exchange places with them.  
 He also sometimes regrets that zealous athletes play rough games without caring for the feelings 

of their sporting rivals.  
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 He feels that good sense and caution win over ego.  
 The narrator wholeheartedly offers  thanksgiving the modest physiques of athletes.  
 Ultimately the narrator is satisfied  that he himself is not an athlete. 

 

1. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in a sentence or two. 
a)  Why does the poet feel glad that he does not play any game? 

The poet’s own spirit is weak and shy.  So he feels glad that he did not play any game. 
b) Do you think the narrator is heroic.  Why? 

Yes, I think the narrator is heroic.  He frankly admits that he doesn’t want to take any risks 
like the players. 

c) The poet is satisfied just watching the heroic deeds of others.  What could be the reason? 
The poet is allergic of injuries.  He does not want to play any rough game.  So he is 

satisfied just watching heroic deeds of others. 
d) The poet does not wish to exchange position with the runners.  Why? 

The poet is born spectator. He derives satisfaction from watching the talents of the runners. 
So he does not wish to exchange position with the runners.. 

e) Are the athletes conscious of the feelings of others?  Why do you say so? 
No, the athletes are not conscious of the feelings of others.  When anyone is injured in the 

field, they do not care but continues to perform their tasks. 
f) Why would the referee ask whether there was a doctor in the stands?  What stands is he 

referring to? 
One of the athletes might have been  injured.  So the referee would ask whether there was a 

doctor in the stands.  He is referring to the pavilion stands. 
g) Why does the poet prefer to buy tickets worth their weight in radium?  Bring out the 

significance of the metal referred here. 
Radium is a very costly material.  Likewise the cost of the tickets for a sport or game is costly.  

  

2. Read the poem again and complete the summary using the words given in the box: 

In the poem ‘Confessions of a Born Spectator,’ Ogden Nash talks about how people choose different 
sports in their lives or decide to become athletes. While admiring the talents of athletes and 
sportsmen, the poet _____(i)______that he is glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. 
Children have different _____(ii)______ and wish to play various games. Each child has in mind 
something in particular, but the narrator is _____(iii)______ he is not one of the players. Though the 
narrator _____(iv)______ the talents of all athletes, he derives satisfaction from watching them, but 
does not wish to _____(v)______ places with them. He also sometimes regrets that 
____(vi)_______athletes play rough games without caring for the feelings of their sporting rivals. 
He feels that good sense and caution win over ego. The narrator wholeheartedly offers  
____(vii)_______ the modest _____(viii)______ of athletes. Ultimately the narrator is 
_____(ix)______ that he himself is not an athlete. 
Answers:  i) Confesses  ii) aims   iii) glad   iv) admires  v) exchange  

vi) zealous  vii) thanksgiving  viii) physiques  ix) satisfied 
 

3. Read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8 – 10 sentences each. 
a) How does the poet establish the victory of common sense over ego? 

Name of the poem : The confessions of a born spectator 
Name of the poet : Ogden Nash 
Theme   : Mere spectator 

 

The poet is a determined spectator. His own spirit is weak and shy. So he confesses that he is glad 
that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. He admires the talents of sportsmen and athletes. He 
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decides to be reasonable and careful rather than  merely self-centered to play.  He draws great 
comfort from the thought that he is just a spectator and not a contender for the prize money in any 
contest.He also sometimes regrets that zealous athletes play rough games without caring for the 
feelings of their sporting rivals. He feels that good sense and caution win over ego.  

 

b) The poet does not wish to exchange places with the athletes.  How does he justify his view? 
Name of the poem : The confessions of a born spectator 
Name of the poet : Ogden Nash 
Theme   : Mere spectator 

 

The poet is a determined spectator. His own spirit is weak and shy.  So he confesses that he is 
glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. He admires the talents of sportsmen and 
athletes who sweat for money or for pleasure.  He derives satisfaction from watching the talents 
of all athletes, but does not wish to exchange places with them. The exchange of position with 
one of the athletes may please his ego.  So whenever there is a conflict in the mind of the 
spectator between carefulness and self-centeredness, his carefulness always wins and he never 
opts for participation in any games or sports.  

 

c) According to the poet what contributes most to the injuries sustained by the athletes? 
Name of the poem : The confessions of a born spectator 
Name of the poet : Ogden Nash 
Theme   : Mere spectator 

 

The poet is a determined spectator. His own spirit is weak and shy.  So he confesses that he is 
glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. He admires the talents of sportsmen and 
athletes. He knows that the athletes play rough.  They do not care for their opponents.  They are 
self centered and over enthusiastic which make them indifferent to the feelings of others.  Even 
the umpires and referees are not moved by the injury suffered by the athletes.  The spectator 
finds himself unfit for such roughness and callousness.  He is proud of the fact that he is only a 
spectator and not an athelete. 

 

4. Read the given lines and answer the questions that follow in a sentence or two: 
a) With all my heart I do admire 

Athletes who sweat for fun or hire 
1. Whom does the poet admire? 

The poet admires athletes. 
2. For what reason do the athletes sweat? 

The athletes sweat for money or for pleasure. 

b) Well, ego it might be pleased enough 
But zealous athletes play so rough….. 
1. What pleases the ego? 

Taking the place of a winning athlete pleases the ego. 
2. Why are the athletes often rough during play? 

The athletes are often rough during play because everyone wants to win. 

c) When officialdom demands 
Is there a doctor in the stands? 
1. Why are doctors called from stands by the sponsors? 

Whenever an athlete is injured, a doctor is sent for by the officials. 
2. Why does the poet make such an observation? 

The poet is moved by the injuries of the athletes.  But the umpires and referees don’t 
have such an emotional feeling. 
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d) When snaps the knee and cracks the wrist…… 
Identify and explain the use of the literary device in this line. 

Onomatopoeia  is the literary device used in this line.  When the athletes run for the 
medal they get injured.  The sounds come out of their parts of the body such as ‘snaps’ 
and ‘cracks’ are mentioned here.  

5A. Explain the following with reference to the context in about 50 – 60 words each. 
1. I am just glad as glad can  be 

That I am not them, that they are not me.. 
 

Context:  The above lines are taken from the poem “Confessions of a born spectator” written 
by “Ogden Nash”    
Explanation:  In this poem the poet wants to be a mere spectator of sports. His own spirit is 
weak and shy.  So he confesses that he is glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. He 
always wants to be a spectator but not a participant. 

Comment:  The poet is very firm in his stand. 
 

2. They do not ever in their dealings 
Consider one another’s feelings 
Context:  The above lines are from the poem “Confessions of a born spectator” written by 
“Ogden Nash”. 
Explanation:  The poet is a determined spectator. He knows that the athletes play rough.  They 
do not care for their opponents.  They are self centered and over enthusiastic which make them 
indifferent to the feelings of others.  Even the umpires and referees are not moved by the injury 
suffered by the athletes.  The spectator finds himself unfit for such roughness and callousness. 
Comment:  Though the poet is emotionally disturbed, he takes firm decision of not taking part 

in any sports activities. 
 
 

3. Athletes, I’ll drink to you,    Or eat with you, 
Or anything except compete with you………….. 
Context:  The above lines are from the poem “Confessions of a born spectator” written by 
“Ogden Nash”. 
Explanation:  Addressing athletes, he says that he will gladly drink for their health and also 
dine with them, but he will never compete with them in  the playground.   
Comment:  The poet is a determined spectator.  

 

5B. Read the poem and complete the table with suitable rhyming words. 
 

enter-centre,    jockey-hockey,  admire- hire,   pomp-romp 
feeds-deeds,  score-floor,  please-these,  fist-wrist 

 demands-stands radium-stadium 
 

5C. Underline the alliterated words in the following lines. 
 

        i) For this most modest physiques…      Answer: most-modest 
        ii) They do not ever in their dealings…  Answer: they-their, do-dealings 
 

5D. Find out the rhyme scheme of the given stanza. 
One infant grows up and becomes a jockey 
Another plays basketball or hockey 
This one the prize ring hates to enter 
That one becomes a tackle or center… 

 

 Rhyme scheme: aabb 
 
 
 

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.TrbTnpsc.Com

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

https://www.Padasalai.Net/
https://www.padasalai.net/


 

  +1 English                                                          Prose                                                 Way to success 

  wtsteam100@gmail.com                                    - 26 -                                       www.waytosuccess.org  
 

 
6.  Listening Activity: 

Choose the most appropriate option and complete the sentences. 
1.  Tejaswini Sawant is an Indian___________. 

a) shooter   b) boxer   c) cricketer 
2.  She represented India at the 9th South Asian Sports Federation Games in__________. 

a) 2001   b) 2002   c) 2004 
3.  In 2006, she won a Gold medal in the_______________. 

a) Commonwealth Games b) Olympic Games  c) Asian Games 
4.  She became a world champion in the 50m Rifle Prone game held in_______________. 

a) Germany    b) Russia   c) India 
5. Tejaswini was the first Indian woman shooter to win a____________medal at the World 

Championship in the 50m rifle prone game. 
a) gold    b) silver   c) bronze 

 
7.  Speaking activity: 
 Work with your partner. Discuss and share your ideas with the class. 

a)  Tell the class about your ambition in life and the way you are working towards achieving 
your goal. 

          My ambition in life is to become an ideal teacher. It is a holy profession. I will do my best as 
a teacher. I can serve people by becoming an ideal teacher.  I shall try to mold the character of 
my students and help them to choose their career in a befitting manner. I will make them ideal 
citizens.  As an ideal teacher, I should have high moral character and personality. I shall be 
sincere, truthful, honest, punctual, humble, modest, kind, well organized and efficient in my 
profession. Most of the people choose their profession which can give money. But my aim is 
change and different from them and not in this category. My aim is to serve the country in a 
befitting manner. I hope I can serve my nation, children and students by becoming an ideal 
teacher in befitting and suitable manner. 

 
b)  Your friend competes with you in academics and sports.  Think of the situation wherein 

you would not be affected by his / her victory and the ways in which you would 
encourage your friend to succeed. 
My dear Lenin, I am very proud of your friendship. You are my best part in my life. Though we 
are competitors in the class room I am the first person in this world to feel happy if you win in 
the coming oratorical contest.  I don’t feel any jealous. Winning is not an important thing.  But 
participating in various competitions is important. So I congratulate you well in advance for 
your grand success. 

   
5. Answer the following questions in a short paragraph of about 100 – 150 words each.  You 

may add your own ideas to support your point of view. 
a) Why do accidents usually happen in the playground?  Give your own example and explain.   

Poor or total lack of supervision by staff leads minor accidents in the play ground. 
Sometimes collision with another child could cause bumps, bruises or more serious head 
injuries. Damaged sports equipments, such as a broken climbing frame or swing, could cause 
lacerations. The equipments  fall from height also cause accidents. Damaged tarmac/playing 
surface which could lead to a trip and fall.  Other children throwing things could hit your child. 
Choking accidents cause if young children are eating while they are playing.  
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b) Everybody is special and everybody is a hero.  Each one has a story to tell.  In the light of 

this observation, present your views. 
Everybody is special and everybody is a hero. Everyone is born with special qualities. But, 

these qualities are given in the form of potential. It is the duty of everyone to discover this 
potential and make it an actuality through wise planning. Everyone is required to play a heroic 
role in society. But, an individual can do so, only when he discovers his unique quality and tries 
to realise it through objective planning. To develop a heroic personality and build a better 
society, it is important to follow the course of nature. For the individual, the natural course is to 
discover himself through self-study. When he discovers himself in this manner, he should not 
become distracted by anything else. He should not allow any other person to dictate him. He is 
a real hero.   

 

c) Would you like to exchange your place with someone else?  Why / why not? 
No, I would not like to exchange my place with someone else because I am unique. There was 
nobody and will be nobody like me. There is no necessity to give up my place for someone else.  
All the five fingers are not equal. Likewise no two persons are same. They have variations.  
Everyone has his / her own style. I have my own style.  I can’t expect the same style from others. 
That’s why I want to be myself. 

 
d) What sort of encouragement should an athlete in India be given?  Give a few suggestions. 

Our country, India needs to identify talent persons in the sports field at a young age, 
give them the right infrastructure and facilities and develop them into world-class athletes. It 
can’t expect athletes to spend out of their own pocket. Neither can we leave it to corporates to 
sponsor players. If an athlete wins an Olympic medal, it’s a matter of pride for the nation. 
Hence, there must be investment in world class facilities and developing athletes. It’s time the 
government took steps to improve facilities across the country and manage talent at the 
grassroots. Preparation for the biggest event needs to begin years in advance. The government 
can start by selecting top athletes from the current batch and help them get better training 
facilities abroad.  

Simultaneously, facilities in India should improve and structural changes in the system 
must take place.We must try and test innovative methods so that the country can consistently 
produce Olympic champions. The country has enough people who can shine in different 
sports, if given the right support. I’m not sure how many in India know that canoeing, rhythmic 
gymnastics and cycling BMX are part of the Olympics. Lack of awareness needs to be 
addressed first. It should start at the school level. As early as Standard 8 or at least by Standard 
10, a student excelling in a sport should be encouraged to pursue that. Progress in sport can 
be evaluated and marks given. This way, parents will gain confidence if their children want to 
pursue sport over other subjects. This will bring about a cultural change and encourage more 
people to take up sport as a career. Creating the right ethos and providing essential 
infrastructure will go a long way in making India a super power in sport. 

 

 
e) You are the school pupil leader.  Mention some qualities that can be drawn from the field 

of sports to improve your leadership skills. 
Every team needs leadership. In difficult times players are left searching out the leaders in 
their team.  Leadership can come from any team member on the pitch. Develop the right skills, 
and you could be the one delivering a killer injection of leadership to lift your team from 
potential defeat to dramatic victory. Here we discuss some leadership qualities. 
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Set an example:  

The best leaders are the hardest workers on the pitch and the most respectful of their sport. Set a 
good example, and your team with feed off your enthusiasm and positivity to give you the best 
chance of achieving your goals. 

Awareness: 
As the leader of a team, awareness is key. Awareness comes through time spent building 
relationships with your team mates, peers and players. Develop it by drawing on what you know 
about your team, individual players, the match or training scenario and previous experiences in 
similar situations. 

Passion 
Sport is intrinsically passionate. As a leader, you have to embody the positive side of the emotions 
like commitment, dedication and passion, to drive your team towards their goals. Caring for your 
team mates and your sport from a wider perspective are both ways you can show passion.  

Enthusiasm 
A similar quality in many ways to passion, enthusiasm is an important characteristic for a leader 
and one that can displayed in a number of ways. On the pitch, enthusiasm is being the first to every 
ball, offering encouragement to your fellow players, or greeting up your team when they're looking 
down and out.  

Ability 
Leaders are often elevated into their position because of their ability (particularly team captains). 
Without ability, your authority can become undermined. Strive to improve your skills, and not will 
it leave you in a better position to lead, it'll also set an example to others to improve their game. 

Communicate 
Communication is a vital area in team sport. And if any member of the team needs to nail it down, 
it's the leaders of the team. At the very core of great leadership is inspiring others towards a series 
of goals. To get those goals across to team members, you need to be able to communicate them 
effectively.  

Motivational skills 
Honing your motivational skills should be a top priority as you look to become a better leader. 
Motivate the players to be better everyday, and watch your team grow as a result. 

Will to win 
One final common theme runs through the finest sports leaders – an insatiable will to win. Good 
leaders are the ones that win every 50/50, bring their absolute best when the team needs it, pushes 
their team mates on and never gives an inch to the opposition.  

Visionary 
Your vision requires the ability to know how to get there, communication to let other know how 
they will contribute to success, and motivation and enthusiasm to share your vision and win the 
support of others. Without knowing where your end game is, your capacity to lead is seriously 
diminished. 
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Supplementary – 2  

A SHOT IN THE DARK  
)kuxie!B,gl<*  

Saki 

 
How observant are you? Individually, try to 
spot as many differences as possible in five 
minutes. If you have spotted less than five, then 
you really need to improve your observation 
skill just to save yourself from being misled. 
       Here is an amusing story that describes 
how a man who considers himself very smart 
and observant finds that he had mistaken the 
genuine plea of a stranded youth. 
Characters in the story 
Philip sletherby- a man who aspires to 
become a politician 
Mrs. Saltpen-Jago – a rich and influential 
lady of high rank  
Bertie – son of Mrs. Saltpen Jago 
Claude People K.C. – a friend of Sletherby 

fQr<gt<! wf<k! ntUg<G! dx<XOfig<Ghuv<! )gueqh<huv<*@!
Yvqmk<kqz<! keq!Ntig! fqe<X!nr<Gt<t! liXhiMgjt! 6!
fqlqmk<kqz<! g{<Mhqcg<g! Lbx<sqosb<Br<gt</! nu<uiX! 6!
fqlqmk<kqx<Gt<! g{<Mhqcg<g! Lcf<kiz<! dr<gt<! gueqh<Hk<!
kqxje! de<je! kuxig! hbe<hMk<Kujk! kMh<hkx<G!
hbe<hMk<Kukx<gig!-e<El<!Oll<hMk<kqg<ogit<t!Ou{<Ml</!
!!!-r<Og! yV!nVjlbie! gjk!-Vg<gqxK/! -f<kg<gjk!
ke<je! yV! sqxf<k! Hk<kqsizqbie! dx<XOfig<Ghueig!
fqjek<Kg<ogi{<cVg<Gl<! yV! leqke<! wu<uiX! yV!
hqvs<sjebqz<! -Vg<Gl<! -jtReqe<! d{<jlbie!
Ou{<MOgijtk<!!kuxig!g{qg<gqxie<!we<hjk!uqtg<GgqxK/!
-f<kg<gjkbqe<!gjklif<kv<gt<;!
hqzqh<!^<ozkv<jh!–!nvsqbz<uikqbig!lixOu{<Ml<!we<x!
Gxqg<OgiTme<! -Vh<hue</! kqVlkq/siz<m<ohe<! \iOgi! –!
yV!dbv<f<k!hkuqbqz<!dt<t!osz<uig<Gt<t!h{g<giv!
oh{<l{q/! ohv<m<c! –! kqV/siz<m<ohe<! \iOgiuqe<! lge<!
gqtim<!hQh<Ht<!Og/sq!–! <̂ozkv<jhbqe<!f{<he<!

      Philip Sletherby settled himself down in an 
almost empty railway carriage, with the pleasant 
consciousness of being embarked on an agreeable 
and profitable pilgrimage. He was bound for Brill 
Manor, the country residence of his newly achieved 
acquaintance, Mrs. Saltpen-Jago. Honoria 
Saltpen-Jago was a person of some social 
importance in London, of considerable importance 
and influence in the country of Chalkshire. The 
country of Chalkshire, or, at any rate, the eastern 
division of  it, was of immediate personal interest to 
Philip Sletherby; it was held for the Government in 
the present Parliament by a gentleman who did not 
intend to seek re-election, and Sletherby was under 
serious consideration by the party managers as his 
possible successor, and with luck the seat might be 
held. The Saltpen-Jago influence was not an item 
which could be left out of consideration, and the 
political aspirant had been delighted at meeting 
Honoria at a small and friendly luncheon-party, still 
more gratified when she had asked him down to her 
country house for the following Friday-to-Tuesday. 
He was obviously “on approval”, and if he could 
secure the goodwill of his hostess he might count 
on the nominating him  as an assured thing.  If he 
failed to find favour in her eyes — well, the local 
leaders would probably cool off in their embryo 
enthusiasm for him. 

hqzqh<! <̂ozkv<jh!yV!osb<K!Lcg<gg<%cb!-zihgvlie!
Heqkh<!hb{!yh<hf<kl<!gqjmk<Kuqm<m!gtqh<hqz<!Wxk<kip!yV!
gizqbig! -Vf<k! -vbqz<! ohm<cbqz<! nlv<f<Kuqm<cVf<kie</!
nue<!-h<OhiK!hqvqz<!liev<!we<x!-mk<kqx<Gs<!osz<zOu{<Ml</!
nuEg<G!Hkqkigg<!gqjmk<k!hr<Gkivvie!kqVlkq/!siz<m<ohe<!
\iOgiuqe<! gqvilh<Hx! uQm<Mg<Gkie<! nue<! osz<gqxie</!
oaieivqbi! siz<m<ohe<! \iOgi! z{<me<! fgvk<kqz<! s&g!
Lg<gqbk<KuLl<! sig<j]bv<! hGkqbqz<! Gxqh<hqm<Ms<!
osiz<Zl<hcbie!Lg<gqbk<KuLl<!osz<uig<Gl<!ogi{<m!yV!
oh{<l{q!Nuiv</!sig<j]bv<!hGkqbqOzi!nz<zK!OuX!wf<k!
hGkqbqOzi?! gqpg<G!l{<mzh<! hGkqbqOzi! Ohim<cbqm! hqzqh<!
<̂ozkv<jh! keq! guel<! osZk<kquf<kie</! -h<OhiK!

nvsir<gk<jk!fmk<kquVl<!ohvqb!leqkOei!lXOkv<kz<!fmk<k!
uqVh<hlqe<xqOb! -Vf<Kuf<kie</! <̂ozkv<jhObi! nf<k!
kjzuEg<G! nMk<K! uv! -Vg<Gl<! gm<sqk<! kjzuv<gt<!
uqVh<hk<kiZl<! ke<Ejmb! nkqv<]<mk<kiZl<! keg<G! sQm<!
gqjmg<Gl<! we<x! fl<hqg<jgbqz<! -Vf<kie</! siz<m<ohe<!
\iOgiuqe<!osz<uig<G!kuqv<g<g!Lcbik!ye<X/!nvsqbzqz<!
Nv<ul<! ogi{<m! <̂ozkv<jh! yV! sqxqb! fm<HxU! OkfQv<!
uqVf<kqz<!oaiOeivqbiju!sf<kqk<kOhiK!lqgUl<!lgqp<f<kie</!
nut<! ke<je! nMk<KuVl<! out<tq! Lkz<! osu<uib<!
ujvbqzie! fim<gtqz<! keK! fim<Mh<Hx! uqVf<kqev<!
-z<zk<kqx<G! uVliX! osie<ekqz<! nue<! -e<El<!
lgqp<f<KOhieie</!nuEg<Gg<!gqjmk<k!nr<gQgivlig!nue<!
gVkqeie</!nue<!ke<!uqVf<ktqh<huvie!siz<m<ohe<!\iOguqe<!
fe<lkqh<jhh<! ohx<Xuqm<miz<! kie<! Oum<hitvig!
Le<eqXk<kh<hMuK! fqs<sblie! ye<xigquqMl</! nu<uiX!
nutK! g{<gtqz<! sZjg! ohXukqz<! Okix<Xh<Ohieiz<! .!
fz<zK!dt<Tv<!kjzuv<gt<!nuEg<G!-Vg<Gl<!nvsqbz<!
Nv<uk<kiz<!lgqp<f<KOhiuiv<gt</!!
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     Among the passengers dotted about on the 
platform, awaiting their respective trains, 
Sletherby espied a club acquaintance, and 
called him up to the carriage-window for a chat. 
      “Oh, you’re staying with Mrs. Saltpen-Jago 
for the week-end, are you? I expect you’ll have 
a good time; she has the reputation of being an 
excellent hostess. She’ll be useful to you, too, if 
that Parliamentary project - hullo, you’re off. 
Good-bye.” 

hqtim<hivk<kqz<! kr<gt<! -vbqZg<gig! gik<kqVf<k!
lg<gTg<G!-jmOb!keK!gm<sqg<give<!yVue<!fqx<hjk!
^ozkv<jh! gueqk<K! keK! \e<ez<! nVOg! fqe<X!
OhSukx<G!njpk<kie</!!
!!!“Y?! fQr<gt<! -f<k! uiv! -Xkq! fim<gtqz<! kqVlkq/!
siz<m<ohe<!\iOgiUme<!kr<gqbqVg<gs<!osz<gqxQv<gti@!-K!
dr<gTg<G!fz<zOfvl<!we<X!fqjeg<gqOxe</!lqgs<sqxh<hig!
uqVf<ktqh<hkqz<!nuv<! Hgp<ohx<xuv</!dr<gTg<Gl<!nf<k!
hiv<zqole<m<! kqm<mk<kqx<G!nuv<! hbEt<tuvig!-Vh<hiv</!
aOzi!u{<c!gqtl<hquqm<mK/!Gm<jh/”!!

      Sletherby waved good-bye to his friend, pulled 
up the window, and turned his attention to the 
magazine lying on his lap. He had scarcely 
glanced at a couple of pages,  however,  when a 
smothered curse caused him to glance hastily at 
the only other occupant of the carriage. His 
travelling companion was a young man of about 
two-and-twenty, with dark hair, fresh complexion, 
and the blend of smartness and disarray that marks 
the costume of a “nut” who is bound on a rustic 
holiday. He was engaged in searching furiously 
and ineffectually for some elusive or non-existent 
object; from time to time he dug a sixpenny bit out 
of a waistcoat pocket and stared at it ruefully, then 
recommenced the futile searching operations. A 
cigarette-case, matchbox, latchkey, silver pencil 
case, and railway ticket were turned out on to the 
seat beside him, but none of these articles seemed 
to afford him satisfaction; he cursed again, rather 
louder than before. The vigorous pantomime did 
not draw forth any remark from Sletherby, who 
resumed his scrutiny of the magazine. 

^<ozkv<jh! ke<! f{<hEg<G! jgbjsk<K! Gm<jh!
osie<eie</! hqxG! \e<ejz! sik<kquqm<M! ke<! lcbqz<!
gqmf<k! uiv-kp<lQK! ke<! guek<jk! osZk<kqeie</!
ye<xqv{<M! hg<gr<gjt! hiv<k<kqVh<hie</! nf<k! -vbqz<!
ohm<cbqz<! -Vf<k! lx<oxiVue<! shqg<Gl<! uiv<k<jkgt<!
-uje! dmecbig! gueqg<g! juk<kK/! nueK!
sghb{q!33!ubK!fqvl<hqb!yV!-jtRe</!gVgVoue!
Lc?! fz<z! fqxl</! Hk<kqsizqk<kelqe<jl! lx<Xl<!
gjzf<KOhie! djm! Ohie<xju! nuje!
hm<cg<gim<czqVf<K! uf<k! jhk<kqbg<giveig! gim<cbK/!
nue<! hvhvh<hig! wjkObi! Okcg<ogi{<cVf<kie</! WOki!
ye<jx! nz<zK! -z<zik! ohiVjtk<! Okcg<!
ogi{<cVf<kie</! hzeqz<jz/! ncg<gc! keK! Ogim<ce<!
-Mh<Hh<!hGkq!hig<ogm<czqVf<K!7!ohe<eq!fi{br<gjt!
outqbqz<!wMk<K!gujzObiM!ouxqk<K!hiv<h<hKl<!hqxG!
hbex<x!OkMkjz!okimVuKlig!-Vf<kie</!yV!sqgovm<!
ohm<c?! kQh<ohm<c?! ohvqb! uQm<Ms<! siuq?! out<tqbizie!
ohe<sqz<!ohm<c!lx<Xl<!-vbqz<!cg<ogm<!nuEg<G!nVgqz<!
-Vg<jgbqz<!gqmf<ke/!Neiz<!-f<k!ohiVm<gtqz<!wKUl<!
nuEg<G! kqVh<kqjbk<! kvuqz<jz/! nue<! lQ{<Ml<!
shqk<kie<?! Le<jhuqm! sk<klig/! kQuqvlie! -f<k!
Oucg<jggt<! Gxqk<K! uiv! -kpqz<! &p<gqbqVf<k!
^<ozkv<jhbqmlqVf<K!wk<kjgb!Gxqh<HgTl<!uvuqz<jz/!
nue<!njlkqbig!-Vf<kie</!!!

       “I say!” exclaimed a young voice 
presently, “didn’t I hear you say you were 
going down to stay with Mrs. Saltpen-Jago at 
Brill Manor?  What a coincidence! My mater, 
you know. I’m coming on there on Monday 
evening, so we shall meet. I’m quite a stranger; 
haven’t seen the mater for six months at least. 
I was away yachting last time she was in Town. 
I’m Bertie, the second son, you know. I say, 
it’s an awfully lucky coincidence that I should 
run across someone who knows the mater just 
at this particular moment. I’ve done an damned 
awkward thing.” 
        “You’ve lost something, haven’t you?” 
said Sletherby 

“fie<! osiz<gqOxe<”! -h<OhiK! yV! -jtReqe<! Gvz<!
Ns<svqbh<hm<mK/! “hqvqz<! Olevqz<! kqVlkq/siz<m<ohe<!
\iOgiUme<! kr<Gukx<gig! Ohib<ogi{<cVh<hkig! fQr<gt<!
osiz<ujk!Ogm<Ome<!nz<zui@!we<e!yV!fqgopix<Xjl"!
nuv<gt<!we<!nl<li!okvqBli@!fie<!kqr<gt<!gqpjl!lijz!
nr<Og! uVgqOxe</! nh<OhiK! fil<! sf<kqg<gzil</! -h<OhiK!
nuv<gTg<G!fiEl<!Hkqbue</!Gjxf<kK!7!lik!gizlig!
fie<! nl<lijus<! sf<kqg<guqz<jz/! nuv<gt<! Ohie! Ljx!
fgvk<kqz<! -Vf<kOhiK! fie<! hmGh<hf<kbk<kqz<! )yachting) 
-Vf<Oke</! fie<! ohv<m<c?! nuv<gtqe<! -v{<miuK! lge<!
okvqBli/!-K!yV!nx<Hklie!nkqv<]<mlie!fqgopix<Xjl/!
nl<liju! fe<G! okvqf<k! yVujv! -f<k! Gxqh<hqm<m!
kV{k<kqz<! sf<kqg<g! Ou{<cbqVg<gqxOk/! fie<! lqgg<!
Oguzlie!givqbk<jk!osb<Kuqm<Ome</”!!!
!!!“fQr<gt<! wjkObi! okijzk<Kuqm<Cv<gt<! -z<jzbi@”!
<̂ozkv<jh!osie<eie</! !

         “Not exactly, but left behind, which is 
almost as bad; just as inconvenient, anyway. 
I’ve come away without my sovereign-purse, 
with four quid in it, all my worldly wealth for 
the moment.  

!!!“nh<hc! we<Xl<! osiz<zquqmLcbiK?! Neiz<!
nr<OgOb!lxf<K!juk<Kuqm<M!uf<Kuqm<Ome</!nK!lqgUl<!
Olisl<?!weg<G!nostgvqbk<jk!ogiMg<gqxK/!wh<hcObi!
h{l<! juk<kqVf<k! hv<js! nr<OgOb! juk<Kuqm<M!
uf<Kuqm<Ome<!5!Guqm<!h{l<!nkqz<!-Vf<kK/!!
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It was in my pocket all right, just before I was 
starting, and then I wanted to seal a letter, and 
the sovereign-purse happens to have my crest 
on it, so I whipped it out to stamp the seal with, 
and, like a double-distilled idiot, I must have 
left it on the table. I had some silver loose in 
my pocket, but after I’d paid for a taxi and my 
ticket I’d only got this forlorn little sixpence 
left. I’m stopping at a little country inn near 
Brondquay for three days’ fishing; not a soul 
knows me there, and my week-end bill, and 
tips, and cab to and from the station, and my 
ticket on to Brill, that will mount up to two or 
three quid, won’t it? If you wouldn’t mind 
lending me two pound ten, or three for 
preference, I shall be awfully obliged. It will 
pull me out of no end of a hole.” 

we<eqml<!-f<k!fqlqmk<kqz<!-Vf<k!dzg!osik<Ok!nKkie</!nK!
weK!hig<ogm<cz<kie<!svqbig!-Vf<kK/!fie<!gqtl<Hukx<G!sx<X!
Le<ekig! yV! gckk<kqx<G! Lk<kqjv! -m! uqVl<hqOee</!
we<Ejmb!Lk<kqjv!nf<k!h{h<jhlQK!-Vf<kK/!Lk<kqjvjbg<!
ogi{<M! gckk<kqx<G! Lk<kqjv! -m<Muqm<M! -v{<M! Ljx!
ucgm<ce! Lm<mit<! Ohiz! h{hv<j^! we<! Olj\! OlOzOb!
juk<Kuqm<M!uf<kqVg<g! Ou{<Ml</! we<eqml<! ogiR<sl<! out<tq!
fi{br<gt<!sqz<zjvbig!-Vf<ke/!mig< q̂g<Gl<!cg<ogm<Mg<Gl<!
Ohig! lqgg<! Gjxuie! okijgbigqb! 7! ohe< <̂! fi{br<gt<!
lm<MOl! dt<te/! ! we<je! biove<Ox! okvqbik?! ogiR<sl<!
gqvilh<Hxk<kqz<! dt<t! sk<kqvlie! ! hqvi{<m<GOubqz<! lQe<!
hqch<hkx<gig!-xr<gh<OhigqOxe</! weK!uivif<kqv!hqz<! okijg?!
ogiMg<g! Ou{<cb! ch<̂ <?! <̂Om]Eg<Gl<! nf<k! -mk<kqx<Gl<!
Ohig!uv!giv<!oszU?!hqxG!hqvqz<Zg<G!osz<ukx<gie!cg<ogm<!
okijg! wz<zil<! Osv<f<K! -v{<M! nz<zK! &e<X! Guqm<gt<!
NgquqMl</!-z<jzbi@!fQr<gt<!kuxig!fqjeg<guqz<jzobeqz<!
3/21!hU{<Mgt<!nz<zK!4!hU{<Mgt<!dr<gt<!uqVh<hl<Ohiz!
gmeig! ogiMh<hQv<gtieiz<! fie<! dr<gTg<G! lqgUl<!
gme<hm<mueig! -Vh<Ohe</! -f<k! sqg<gzqzqVf<K! nK! we<je!
uqMuqk<KuqMl<”!

     “I think I can manage that,” said Sletherby, 
after a moment’s hesitation. 
     “Thanks awfully. It’s jolly good of you. 
What a lucky thing for me that I should have 
chanced across one of the mater’s friends. It 
will be a lesson to me not to leave my 
exchequer lying about anywhere, when it 
ought to be in my pocket. I suppose the moral 
of the whole thing is don’t try and convert 
things to purposes for which they weren’t 
intended. Still, when a sovereign-purse has 
your crest on it—” 
      “What is your crest, by the way?” 
Sletherby asked, carelessly. 
      “Not a very common one,” said the youth; 
“a demi-lion holding a cross-crosslet in its 
paw.” 
      “When your mother wrote to me, giving me 
a list of trains, she had, if I remember rightly, a 
greyhound courant on her notepaper,” 
observed Sletherby. There was a tinge of 
coldness in his voice. 

“fie<!njk!ogiMg<g!LcBl<!we<X!fqjeg<gqOxe<”!sqxqb!
kbg<gk<kqx<Gh<!hqxG! <̂ozkv<jh!osie<eie</!
“lqglqg! fe<xq/! lqg<g! lgqp<s<sq/!dr<gt<! fz<z!G{k<jkg<!
gim<MgqxK/!weg<G!we<e!yV!nkqv<]<ml</!we<!nl<liuqe<!
f{<hv<gtqz<!yVujv!-f<k!Ofvk<kqz<!sf<kqg<g!Ou{<Ml<!we<X!
-Vf<kqVg<gqxK/! we<! hig<ogm<cz<! -Vg<gOu{<cb! hv<j^!
wr<giuK!uqm<Muf<kiz<!we<e!fmg<Gl<!we<hkx<G!-K!weg<G!
yV!himl</!-f<k!LP!uqsbk<kqZl<!fie<!svqbig!-Vf<kqVg<g!
Ou{<Ml</! ohiVm<gjt! giv{r<gtig! osiz<z! lim<Ome</!
njugt<!kqm<mlqm<cVg<g!LcbiK/!-Vh<hqEl<!yV!h{h<jh!
lQK!dr<gtK!Lk<kqjv!-Vg<Gl<OhiK!……/”!
“nh<hcOb! dr<gt<! Lk<kqjvbqz<! we<e! -Vg<Gl<@”!
<̂ozkv<jh!guelqe<xqOb!Ogm<mie</!

“nK!sikiv{lieK!nz<z”!-jtRe<! osie<eie</! “hikq!
sqr<gl<!nke<!jggtqz<!sqZjugt<!nmr<gqb sqZjujbh<!
hqck<kqVg<Gl</”!
“-r<G! osz<Zl<! -vbqz<gtqe<! hm<cbjz! Gxqh<hqm<M! de<!
nl<li!weg<G!gckl<!wPKl<OhiK!fie<!svqbig!fqjeuqz<!
juk<kqVg<gqOxe<! we<xiz<! nuv<gtK! gckk<kitqz<!
gqOva|e<M! fibieK! YMuKOhiz! Lk<kqjv!
juk<kqVf<kiv<gt</”! <̂ozkv<jh! kie<! gueqk<kjk!
osie<eie</! nueK! Gvzqz<! yVuqk! d{v<s<sqbqe<jl!
-jpObicbK/!

      “That is the Jago crest,” responded the 
youth promptly; “the demi-lion is the Saltpen 
crest. We have the right to use both, but I 
always use the demi-lion, because, after all, we 
are really Saltpens.” 
      There was silence for a moment or two, and 
the young man began to collect his fishing 
tackle and other belongings from the rack. 
     “My station is the next one,” he announced. 
     “I’ve never met your mother,” said 
Sletherby suddenly, “though we’ve 
corresponded several times.  

“nK! \iOgiuqe<! Lk<kqjv”! -jtRe<! nmg<glig! hkqz<!
osie<eie<?!“hikq!sqr<gl<?!^iz<m<ohe<eqe<!Lk<kqjv/!fir<gt<!
-v{<jmBl<! hbe<hMk<Kl<! dvqjljbh<! ohx<Xt<Otil</!
Neiz<! fie<! wh<OhiK! hikq! sqr<gl<! Lk<kqjvjbk<kie<!
hbe<hMk<KOue</! Woeeqz<! fir<gt<kie<! d{<jlbie!
^iz<m<<ohe<gt</!
!!nr<Og! ye<xqv{<M! fqlqmr<gTg<G! njlkq! fqzuqbK/!
-jtRe<!-h<OhiK!OlOz!\ilie<!jug<Gl<!-mk<kqzqVf<k!
lQe<hqcg<Gl<!siker<gjtBl<!lx<x!nueK!ohiVm<gjtBl<!
wMk<Kg<ogi{<mie</!
!!“nMk<kK! fie<! -xr<gOu{<cb! <̂Om]e<?”! nue<!
nxquqk<kie</! “fie<!de<!nl<liju!yVOhiKl<!sf<kqg<gOu!
-z<jz/” kqCove<X! ^<ozkv<jh! osie<eie</! “hzLjx!
okimv<Hogi{<cVg<gqOxil</!!
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My introduction to her was through political 
friends. Does she resemble you at all in 
feature? I should rather like to be able to pick 
her out if she happened to be on the platform to 
meet me.” 
      “She’s supposed to be like me. She has the 
same dark brown hair and high colour; it runs 
in her family. I say, this is where I get out.” 
“Good-bye,” said Sletherby. 

nuv<gTg<G! we<Ejmb! nxqLgl<! weK! nvsqbz<!
f{<hv<gt<! &zligg<! gqjmk<kK/! nuv<gt<! wz<zi!
h{<HgtqZl<!dr<gjth<!Ohie<Ox!-Vh<hiv<gti@!we<je!
sf<kqg<g! hqtim<hivk<kqz<! uf<kqVf<kiz<! fie<! nuv<gjt!
g{<Mhqcg<g!Ou{<MOl/” 
!!!“nuv<gt<! we<jeh<OhizOu! -Vh<hiv<gt</!
nuv<gTg<Gl<!we<jeh<OhizOu!gVk<k!sil<hz<!fqx!Lc?!
fz<z! fqxl</! nuv<gt<! GMl<hk<kqz<! upqupqbib<! uVuK/!
-Kkie<!fie<!-xr<g!Ou{<cb!-ml</”!
!!!“Gm<!jh”!^ozkv<jh!osie<eie</ 

      “You’ve forgotten the three quid,” said the 
young man, opening the carriage-door and pitching 
his suit-case on to the platform. 
      “I’ve no intention of lending you three pounds, 
or three shillings,” said Sletherby severely. 
      “But you said—” 
      “I know I did. My suspicions hadn’t been 
roused then, though I hadn’t necessarily swallowed 
your story. The discrepancy about the crests put 
me on my guard, notwithstanding the really brilliant 
way in which you accounted for it. Then I laid a trap 
for you; I told you that I had never met Mrs. 
Saltpen-Jago. As a matter of fact I met her at lunch 
on Monday last. She is a pronounced blonde.” 
      The train moved on, leaving the soi-
disant cadet of the Saltpen-Jago family cursing 
furiously on the platform. 

!!!“4!Guqm<gjt!lxf<Kuqm<Cv<gt<”!-jtRe<!nf<k!OgOv\qe<!
gkUgjt! kqxf<Kogi{<Om! osie<eie</! nueK! ohm<cjb!
hqtim<hivk<kqe<!lQK!juk<kie</!“deg<G!4!hU{<m<gjtObi!4!
q̂z<zqr<gjtObi!%m!kVl<!wf<k!w{<{Ll<!we<eqml<!-z<jz/”!
<̂ozkv<jh!gcelig!Gvzqz<!osie<eie</!!

!!!“Neiz<!fQr<gt<!osie<eQv<gt<………”!
!!!“weg<Gk<! okvqf<kK/! fie<! osb<Oke</! we<Ejmb!sf<Okgl<!
nh<OhiK!wpuqz<jz/!Lk<kqjvbqz<!-Vf<k!Lv{<hiM! we<je!
gih<hix<Xukx<gig! uf<kK/! Sl<li! osiz<zg<%miK/! lqgUl<!
Hk<kqsizqk<kelie! Ljxbqz<! nf<k! h{k<jk! njmb!
Lbx<sqk<kib</!hqxG!fie<!deg<G!yV!ohixq!juk<Oke</!fie<!
nuv<gjt! yVOhiKl<! sf<kqg<gOu! -z<jz! we<X! osie<Oee</!
d{<jl!we<eoue<xiz<!Ohieuivl<!yV!uqVf<kqz<!nuv<gjt!
sf<kqk<Oke</! nuv<gt<! kr<gfqx! Lcbqz<! uqk<kqbislig!
-Vf<kiv<gt</”!
!!!!-vbqz<! fgv<f<kK/! siz<m<ohe<.\iOgi! GMl<hk<jks<!
Osv<f<kueig! ke<je! %xqg<ogi{<mue<! hqtim<hivk<kqz<! fqe<X!
we<je!shqk<Kg<ogi{<cVf<kie</!

      “Well, he hasn’t opened his fishing 
expedition by catching a flat,” chuckled 
Sletherby. He would have an entertaining story 
to recount at dinner that evening, and his clever 
little trap would earn him applause as a man of 
resource and astuteness. He was still telling 
his adventure in imagination to an attentive 
audience of dinner guests when the train drew 
up at his destination. On the platform he was 
greeted sedately by a tall footman, and noisily 
by Claude People, K.C., who had apparently 
travelled down by the same train. 
      “Hullo, Sletherby! You spending the week-
end at Brill? Good. Excellent. We’ll have a round 
of golf together to-morrow; I’ll give you your 
revenge for Hoylake. Not a bad course here, as 
inland courses go. Ah, here we are; here’s the car 
waiting for us, and very nice, too!” 
      The car which won the K.C.’s approval 
was a sumptuous-looking vehicle, which 
seemed to embody the last word in elegance, 
comfort, and locomotive power. Its graceful 
lines and symmetrical design masked the fact 
that it was an enormous wheeled structure, 
combining the features of a hotel lounge and an 
engine-room. 

!!!“fz<zK?! yV! uqsbk<jk! hqck<Kg<ogi{<M! nuEjmb!
lQe<hqcg<Gl<! kqxjljb! we<eqml<! gim<cbqVg<gg<! %miK”!
lekqx<Gt<! osiz<zqg<ogi{<mie<! <̂ozkv<jh/! ne<X! lijz!
fmg<Gl<! uqVf<kqz<! -f<kg<! gjkjb! ohiPKOhig<gig! nue<!
dXkq! osb<Kogit<t! Ou{<Ml</! nue<! Hk<kqsizqk<kelig!
juk<k!sqX!ohixqbieK!nuje!wz<zil<!okvqf<k!leqkeig!
Hk<kqsizqbig!outq!dzGg<G!gim<c!fz<z!jgkm<mjzh<!ohXl</!
nue<!-e<El<!ke<Ejmb!sikjejb!gx<hjebig!guelig!
Ogm<Gl<! uqVf<kqev<! hiv<jubitv<gTg<G! osiz<zOu{<cbjk!
osiz<zqh<!hiv<k<Kg<ogi{<cVf<kie</!-vbqz<!nue<!-xr<gOu{<cb!
-mk<kqx<Gh<! Ohib<s<Osv<f<kK/! hqtim<hivk<kqz<! yV! dbvlie!
Oujzg<giveiz<!gequigUl<?!gqticbi!lg<gtiz<!NvuivligUl<!
uvOux<gh<hm<mie</! nuv<gt<! wz<zil<! nOk! -vbqzqz<! hb{l<!
osb<kuv<gt<!Ohiz<!Okie<xqbK/!
!!“az<Ozi?! <̂ozkv<jh"!fQr<gt<!-f<k!uiv!-Xkqjb!hqvqz<zqz<!
gpqg<gh<OhigqxQv<gti@! fz<zK/!nVjlbieK/! fil<! fijt!yV!
Sx<X! Ogiz<0h<! uqjtbiMOuil</! dr<gTg<gie! hkqzcjb!
Oaib<Ozg<gqz<! ogiMh<Ohe</! -r<Og! gqvilr<gt<! upqOb!
osz<Zl<OhiK! wf<k! yPr<gqe<jlBl<! -viK/! N"! -r<Og!
uf<Kuqm<Omil<?! flg<gig!giv<! kbivig!gik<kqVg<gqxK?!-KUl<!
sqxh<hieKkie<”!
!!!!Og/sq!osie<eKOhizOu!nx<Hklie!Okix<xltqg<gg<!%cb!
uigel<kie</! gl<hQvl<?! osiGS?! yV! -vbqz<! wR<sqeqe<! sg<kq!
Ngqbux<Xg<G! wMk<Kg<gim<mig!nK!-Vf<kK/!nkqz<! -Vf<k!
guv<s<sqbie! OgiMgTl<! yVLglie! ucujlh<Hl<! nK!
lqgh<ohvqb! sg<gvr<gjtg<! ogi{<m! lqgh<ohvqb! uigel<!
we<hjkBl<!ljxk<Kuqm<cVf<kK/!yV!Oaim<mzqe<!uvOux<hjx!
Ohie<x! yV! ohm<cBl<! yV! -R<sqe<! njxBl<! Osv<f<K!
hqvl<li{<mligk<!okvqf<kK/!!
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      “Different sort of vehicle to the post-chaise in 
which our grandfathers used to travel, eh?” 
exclaimed the lawyer appreciatively. And for 
Sletherby’s benefit he began running over the chief 
points of perfection in the fitting and mechanism of 
the car. 
      Sletherby heard not a single word, noted not one 
of the details that were being expounded to him. 
His eyes were fixed on the door panel, on which 
were displayed two crests: a greyhound courant and 
a demi-lion holding in its paw a cross-crosslet. 

!“fl<Ljmb!&kijkbv<gt<!Gkqjvgt<!-Pg<Gl<!uqkuqklie!
uiger<gjth<!hbe<hMk<kq!uf<kqVg<gqxiv<gt<!-z<jzbi@”!ug<gQz<!
hivim<Ml<uqklig! Ns<svqbh<hm<miv</! <̂ozkv<jh!
okvqf<Kogit<ukx<gig! nue<! nf<k! uigek<kqe<! Lg<gqb!
nl<sr<gjtBl<!LPjlk<!ke<jljbBl<!!hm<cbzqm<mie</!
!! <̂ozkv<jhObi!nue<!%xqb!wf<k!uiv<k<jkgjtBl<!gikqz<!
uir<gqg<ogit<tuqz<jz/!nue<!uqtg<gqb!wf<kk<!kguz<gjtBl<!
dt<uir<gqg<! ogit<tuqz<jz/! nuEjmb! g{<gt<! nf<k!
uigek<kqe<! gkUs<! sm<mk<kqzqVf<k! -v{<M! Lk<kqjvgjt!
hiv<k<Kg<ogi{<cVf<kK/! gqOvaU{<M! fib<! YMuK! Ohie<xKl<!
hikq! sqr<gl<! jggtqz<! sqZjugt<! nmr<gqb! sqZjujb!
hqck<Kg<ogi{<cVh<hK!Ohie<x!-v{<M!Lk<kqjvgOt!nju/!

      The K.C. was not the sort of man to notice an 
absorbed silence on the part of a companion. He 
had been silent himself for nearly an hour in the 
train, and his tongue was making up for lost time. 
Political gossip, personal anecdote, and general 
observation flowed from him in an uninterrupted 
stream as the car sped along the country roads; from 
the inner history of the Dublin labour troubles and 
the private life of the Prince Designate of Albania 
he progressed with an easy volubility to an account 
of an alleged happening at the ninth hole at 
Sandwich, and a verbatim report of a remark made 
by the Duchess of Pathshire at a Tango tea. Just as 
the car turned in at the Brill entrance gates the K.C. 
captured Sletherby’s attention by switching his 
remarks to the personality of their hostess. 
     “Brilliant woman, level-headed, a clear thinker, 
knows exactly when to take up an individual or a 
cause, exactly when to let him or it drop. Influential 
woman, but spoils herself and her chances by being 
too restless. No repose. Good appearance, too, till 
she made that idiotic change.” 

ke<Eme<! uf<kue<! njlkqbig! -Vh<hjk! gueqk<K!
dt<uir<gqg<ogit<Tl<!Ntig!Og/sq!okvqbuqz<jz/!-vbqzqz<!
yV!l{qOfvl<!njlkqbig!-Vf<k!nueK!uibieK!nf<k!
Ofvk<kqx<Gl<!Osv<k<K!OhsqbK/!nvsqbz<!gqSgqSg<gt<?!osif<kg<!
gjkgt<! nue<! gueqk<k! uqsbr<gt<! we! YbiK! yV!
fQOvijmOhiz! kjm! WKl<! -z<zilz<! Ohsqg<ogi{<Om!
-Vf<kK/! nOk! slbl<! uigelieK! gqvilh<Hx! sijzgt<!
upqOb! giv<! Ouglig! ose<Xogi{<cVf<kK/! mh<tqe<!
h{qbim<gt<! hqvs<sjebqe<! dt<Ot! fjmohx<x! gjkgt<?!
nz<Oheqbiuqe<! -tuvsvig! -Vf<kuvqe<! keqh<hm<m!
uip<g<jg?! si{<m<uqm<sqzqVf<k! ye<hkiuK! Kjtbqz<!
fjmohx<x! sl<hur<gt<?! mir<Og! C! hGkqbqz<! hik<j]bv<!
hqvHuqe<!uqkju!ljeuq!%xqb!uiv<k<jkgtqOzOb!nutK!
Gxqh<Hgt<!we!uqvquig!Ohsqeie</!hqvqz<!hGkq!Fjpuibqzqz<!
giv<!kqVl<Hl<OhiK! <̂ozkv<jhbqe<!guek<jk!Hvqf<Kogi{<m!
Ogsq!keK!Ohs<js!kx<OhiK!uqVf<KogiMh<huvqe<!NTjlk<!
kqxe<!hg<gl<!kqVh<hqeie</!
!!“Hk<kqsizqh<!oh{<l{q?!nuvK!kGkqg<Ogx<x!sif<kl<?!yV!
oktquie!sqf<kje!djmbut<?!wh<OhiK!yVujv!!nz<zK!
yV! uqsbk<jk! jgbqz<! wMh<hK! we<hjkBl<?! wh<OhiK!
yVujv! gpx<xq! uqmOu{<Ml<! we<hjkBl<! fe<xigk<!
okvqf<kut</! osz<uig<Gt<t! oh{<l{q/! Neiz<! YbiK!
djpk<K!keg<gie!uib<h<HgjtBl<!ke<!dmjz!uVk<kq!
ogMk<Kg<ogit<hut</! Yb<Ou!-z<jz/! fz<z! Okix<xl<!%m/!
nf<k!Lm<mit<kelie!lix<xk<jk!osb<Bl<ujv/”!!!

“Change?” queried Sletherby, “what change?” 
“What change? You don’t mean to say— Oh, of 
course, you’ve only known her just lately. She 
used to have beautiful dark brown hair, which 
went very well with her fresh complexion; then 
one day, about five weeks ago, she electrified 
everybody by appearing as a brilliant blonde. 
Quite ruined her looks. Here we are. I say, what’s 
the matter with you? You look rather ill.” 
                                    (Slightly adapted) 

!“lix<xl<@”!^<ozkv<jh!uqsivqk<kie</!“we<e!lix<xl<@”!
!“we<e! lix<xl<@! deg<G! -ke<! nv<k<kl<! okvqbiK/! Y?!
yVOujt!nujt!slQhk<kqz<kie<! okvqf<kqVg<gqxK/!nut<!
fz<z!gVk<k!npgie!Lcjb!juk<kqVf<kit</!nuTjmb!
fz<z!fqxk<kqx<G!nK!ohiVk<klig!-Vf<kK/!hqxG!yVfit<!
Jf<K!uivr<gTg<G!Le<H!kr<g!fqx!LcBme<!gim<sqbtqk<K!
wz<OzijvBl<! nkqv<s<sqbjmbs<! osb<kit</! nuTjmb!
npgie! Okix<xk<jk! ogMk<Kg<! ogi{<mit</! -Oki!
uf<Kuqm<Omil</! deg<G! we<e! Nbqx<X/! dmz<! fzl<!
-z<zikue<Ohiz<!Okie<Xgqxib</”     

)gjk!.!sqxqK!lix<xh<hm<Mt<tK*!
About the Author 
Hector Hugh Munro (18 December 1870 – 14 
November 1916), better known by the pen name Saki, 
and also frequently as H.H. Munro, was a British writer 
whose witty, mischievous and sometimes macabre 
stories satirize Edwardian society and culture. He is 
considered a master of the short story, and often 
compared to O. Henry. Besides his short stories he 
wrote a full-length play, The Watched Pot, in 
collaboration with Charles Maude. 

wPk<kitjvh<!hx<xq;!
oag<mv<!aqB!le<Ovi! )29! csl<hv<! 2981! –! 25! ful<hv<! 2:27*!
-uvK! Hjeh<ohbvie! sgq! hqvhzlieK/! oas</oas</le<Ovi!
weh<hMl<! -uv<! hqvqk<kieqb! wPk<kitv</! -uvK! wPk<Kg<gt<!
fjgs<Sju?!GXl<Hk<kel<!fqjxf<kK/!wm<uv<cbe<!s&gk<jkBl<!
gzis<sivk<jkBl<! gq{<mz<! osb<ukigUl<! -Vg<Gl</! -uv<!
sqXgjkgtqe<! kf<jk! weh<hMgqxiv</! -uvK! gjkgt<!
Y/oae<xqbqe<! gjkgOtiM! yh<hqm<M! Ohsg<%cbju/!
sqXgjkgt<!wPKuOkiM! ‘kq!uim<s<m<!him<’!weh<hMl<!LPfQt!
fimgk<jkBl<!siv<z^<!lim<.dme<!Osv<f<K!wPkqBt<tiv</!!
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latchkey 

 
Silver pencil case 

 
sovereign-purse 

 
One pound / quid 

 
Demi-lion crest 

 
greyhound courant crest 

 
demi-lion holding a 

cross-crosslet in its paw 
 

Silver coin 

 
Luxury car in 1900 

 
Blonde hair 

 
Dark brown hair 

 
Edwardian society 

 

SUMMARY: 
 

1. In the story ‘A Shot in the Dark’, Philip Sletherby travelled by train towards Brill Manor.   
2. His intention of travelling is in order to get a seat in the parliament re-election. 
3. He relied on one lady named Saltpen Jago, a sort of influential lady.  
4. His companion in the train introduced himself as Bertie.   
5. He was the second son of Saltpen Jago.   
6. He was searching for something frantically.   
7. But he could not find out the thing he sought.   
8. He had left his purse behind after sealing an envelope with the crest on the purse. 
9. He stated that it was the Jago crest.   
10. He further added that his mother’s hair was dark brown similar to his.   
11. He explained that the Saltpen crest was that of a demi lion.   
12. Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter had a greyhound courant crest.   
13. Bertie needed three pounds desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to him.   
14. But Sletherby was under the suspicion of foul play.   
15. He was not ready to give money since he knew Mrs. Saltpen Jago was a blonde. 
16. Sletherby was received by Claude People K.C.    
17. Sletherby came to know that Bertie’s mother Jago had changed her dark brown hair to a 

blonde just five weeks ago.   
18. Now only Sletherby could realize that Bertie had not lied to him. 
19. He realized that he had mistaken him for a fraud. 
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Charcter of Philp Sletherby 

In the story A Shot in the Dark, Philip Sletherby is portrayed as a person who takes time to 
analyze people. He does not allow people to get the better of him or fool him. He asks many 
questions about the person with whom he is going to stay to his co-passenger who is a stranger 
to him although he knows his host very well. This helps him from losing his money to the 
stranger. Philip also makes it clear to the stranger that he knows the man was trying to cheat him. 

 
1.  Answer the following questions in about 30 – 50 words each: 

a) Why did Philip Sletherby visit Brill Manor? 
Philip Sletherby visited Brill Manor in order to get a seat in the parliament re-election. 

b) How would Sletherby gain from his friendship with Honoria Saltpen – Jago? 
Honoria Saltpen –Jago was a person of some social importance in London.  Sletherby 

could gain a chance to contest in the re-elections because of the influence of Jago. 
c) Why did his travel companion curse and mutter? 

His travel companion was searching for something frantically. But he could not find out the 
thing he sought. So he cursed and muttered himself. 

d) Describe Bertie’s problem. 
Bertie had come away without his sovereign-purse, with four quid in it, all his worldly 

wealth for the moment. He was engaged in searching it.This was his problem. 
e) “There was a tinge of coldness in his voice”. Why? 

When Bertie told of his mother, his voice became cold and he was emotional.   
f) Compare the two crests. 

The two crests are Jago and Saltpen.  The grey hound courant is the Jago crest. The demi-
lion is the Saltpen crest.  They have the right to use both the crests but Bertie prefers the usage 
of demi-lion.   

g) What was Sletherby’s response to Bertie’s request? 
Sletherby was very grave at the request of lending three quid. 

h) What caught his attention about the car door? 
The door panel with the display of two crests : a grey hound courant and a demi lion 

holding in its paw a cross-crosslet caught his attention. 
i) Describe Honario Saltpen Jago. 

Honario Saltpen Jago was a brilliant woman, level headed and a clear thinker.  She knew 
exactly when to take up an individual or a cause, exactly when to let him or it drop.  She was 
an influential woman but spoiled herself and her chances by being too restless.  She had good 
appearance till she made that idiotic change. 

j) Why did K.C’s words shock Sletherby? 
K.C. said that Bertie’s mother Jago had changed her dark brown hair to a blonde just five 

weeks ago. This shocked Sletherby. 
 

2.  Rearrange the sentences given below and write a summary of the story in a paragraph.  Begin 
with  Philip Sletherby was travelling by train to Bill Manor. 
l)  His companion in the train was a youngman who was searching for something frantically. 
a)  The young man introduced himself as Bertie, the son of Saltpen Jago. 
e)  Bertie had left his purse behind, after sealing an envelope with the crest on the purse. 
f) Bertie stated that it was the Jago crest. He further added that his mother’s hair was dark brown 

similar to his. 
i)  He explained that the Saltpen crest was that of a demi-lion. 
k)  Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter had a greyhound courant crest. 
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b)  Bertie needed three pounds desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to him. 
m) Suspecting foul play, Sletherby did not give him any money, as he knew Mrs.Saltpen-Jago was a blonde.  
d)  He was received by Claude People. K.C.,who had kept on talking about various things. 
c)  All the time Sletherby was gazing at the door panel of the car, on which were the two crests – a 

demi-lion and a grey hound courant. 
g)  While describing the appearance of Honario Saltpen-Jago, K.C. referred to her altered hairstyle. 
j)  Sletherby sat dumbstruck on learning that Mrs. Honario Saltpen Jago had changed her dark brown 

hair to a blonde, just five weeks ago. 
h)  Sletherby realized that Bertie had not lied to him, but that he had mistaken him for a fraud. 

 

3.  Explain the following phrases selected from the story in your own words and work with a 
partner to make sentences using these phrases: 

a) On approval  - the act of approving or a sanction 
   - My uncle’s request of loan with the bank is on approval. 
 

b) A rustic holiday  - country side holidays 
      - Contract labourers enjoy rustic holidays once in two years. 
 

c) A double-distilled idiot - absolute idiot 
                                             - Don’t behave like a double distilled idiot often. 
 

d) A tinge of coldness   - When one speaks emotionally the voice usually trails off. 
                                         - Rita’s voice is mixed with a tinge of coldness when she is in fear. 
 

e) Making up for lost time - managing the time which is wasted 
                                              - If you watch TV serials, you can not make up your lost time. 

 

4. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 100 -150 words each: 
     a) Describe the youth’s strange behavior when he was in the train. 

Topic         :  A shot in the dark 
Authour     :  Saki 
Theme       :  Misconception 

 

In the story ‘A Shot in the Dark’, Philip Sletherby travelled by train towards Brill Manor. His 
intention of travelling is in order to get a seat in the parliament re-election. He relied on one lady 
named Saltpen Jago, a sort of influential lady. His companion in the train introduced himself as 
Bertie. The young man was about twenty two.  He was the second son of Saltpen Jago.  He was 
searching for something frantically.  But he could not find out the thing he sought.  He had left his 
purse behind after sealing an envelope with the crest on the purse. Often he cursed himself. 

 

b) One has to be cautious and not be carried away by stories.  How did Sletherby exhibit 
caution?  

Topic         :  A shot in the dark 
Authour     :  Saki 
Theme       :  Misconception 

 

     In the story ‘A Shot in the Dark’, Philip Sletherby travelled by train towards Brill Manor. His 
intention of travelling is in order to get a seat in the parliament re-election. He relied on one lady 
named Saltpen Jago, a sort of influential lady. His companion in the train introduced himself as 
Bertie. He was the second son of Saltpen Jago. He was searching for something frantically.  But 
he could not find out the thing he sought.  He had left his purse behind after sealing an envelope 
with the crest on the purse. He stated that it was the Jago crest. He further added that his mother’s 
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hair was dark brown similar to his.  He explained that the Saltpen crest was that of a demi lion. 
Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter had a greyhound courant crest. Bertie needed 
three quid desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to him. But Sletherby was very cautious.  He 
was under the suspicion of foul play.  He was not ready to give money since he knew Mrs. Saltpen 
Jago was a blonde. 

 

c) How did Sletherby’s judgement of Bertie turn out to be a wrong one? 
Topic         :  A shot in the dark 
Authour     :  Saki 
Theme       :  Misconception 

 

    In the story ‘A Shot in the Dark’, Philip Sletherby travelled by train towards Brill Manor. His 
intention of travelling is in order to get a seat in the parliament re-election. He relied on one lady 
named Saltpen Jago, a sort of influential lady. His companion in the train introduced himself as 
Bertie. He was the second son of Saltpen Jago. He was searching for something frantically. Bertie 
needed three quid desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to him. But Sletherby was very 
cautious.  He was under the suspicion of foul play.  He was not ready to give money since he knew 
Mrs. Saltpen Jago was a blonde. Then Bertie alighted from the train.  Sletherby was received by 
Claude People K.C. Sletherby came to know that Bertie’s mother Jago had changed her dark 
brown hair to a blonde just five weeks ago. Now only Sletherby could realize that Bertie had not 
lied to him. He realized that he had mistaken him for a fraud. 

 

d) As Sletherby, would you apologise to Bertie for your rude behavior?  Give reasons. 
Topic         :  A shot in the dark 
Authour     :  Saki 
Theme       :  Misconception 

 

As Sletherby I would certainly apologise to Bertie for the rude behavior of mine.  Appearances 
are often deceptive.  We can’t find out the real qualities of a person by seeing him outward.  Like 
a geode one has good qualities.  It is a common saying that one should not judge a book by its 
cover.  We should not come to the conclusion that he is good or bad by merely seeing a person.  
It is libel to judge a man or woman outwardly.  First of all I express my frank forgiveness for my 
wrong judgment.  I also decide that in future I should not do the same mistake.  My experience is 
the lesson for my aeons.  Hence I warn them not to behave like me. 

 

e)  ‘Seeing is believing’ How is this humourously disproved in this story? Bring out the irony 
in the situation. 

Topic         :  A shot in the dark 
Authour     :  Saki 
Theme       :  Misconception 

 

   In the story ‘A Shot in the Dark’, Philip Sletherby travelled by train towards Brill Manor. 
His intention of travelling is in order to get a seat in the parliament re-election. He relied on one 
lady named Saltpen Jago, a sort of influential lady. His companion in the train introduced himself 
as Bertie. He was the second son of Saltpen Jago. He was searching for something frantically. 
Bertie needed three quid desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to him. But Sletherby was very 
cautious.  He was under the suspicion of foul play.  He was not ready to give money since he knew 
Mrs. Saltpen Jago was a blonde. Then Bertie alighted from the train.  Sletherby was received by 
Claude People K.C. Sletherby came to know that Bertie’s mother Jago had changed her dark 
brown hair to a blonde just five weeks ago. Now only Sletherby could realize that Bertie had not 
lied to him. He realized that he had mistaken him for a fraud. 
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Gist of the lesson 
 In the story ‘A Shot in the Dark’, Philip Sletherby travelled by train towards Brill Manor.   

 He went to meet a lady named Saltpen Jago, a sort of influential lady.  

 In the train, he met Bertie who was the second son of Saltpen Jago.   

 He told that his mother’s hair was dark brown.   

 He explained about the Saltpen crest.   

 But Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter had a Jago crest.   

 Bertie needed three quid desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to him.   

 Sletherby was not ready to give money, since he knew Mrs. Saltpen Jago was a blonde. 

 Later he came to know that Bertie’s mother had changed her dark brown hair to a blonde just 
five weeks ago.   

 Now only Sletherby could realize that Bertie had not lied and he had mistaken him for a fraud. 
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