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Khushwant Singh is an Indian novelist and lawyer. He studied at St.

College, Delhi and King’s college, London. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in 

1947. As a writer, he is best known for his keen secularism, sarcasm and love for 

poetry. He served as the editor of several literary and news magazines as well as two 

newspapers. Khushwant Singh was awarded with Padma Bhushan in 1974, Padma 

Vibhushan by the Government of India and Sahitya Akademi Fellowship by Sahitya 

Academy of India. The Mark of Vishnu, A History of Sikhs, The Train to Pakistan, 

Success Mantra, We Indians and Death at my Doorstep are some of his brilliant

works. 
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is an Indian novelist and lawyer. He studied at St. Stephen’s 

college, London. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in 

he is best known for his keen secularism, sarcasm and love for 

He served as the editor of several literary and news magazines as well as two 

newspapers. Khushwant Singh was awarded with Padma Bhushan in 1974, Padma 

nt of India and Sahitya Akademi Fellowship by Sahitya 

Academy of India. The Mark of Vishnu, A History of Sikhs, The Train to Pakistan, 

Indians and Death at my Doorstep are some of his brilliant 
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When returned, 

Grandma came to the 

railway station 

Bond between the author 

and Grandma 

She collected women of 

her neighbourhood and 

started to sing 

Village school learnt 

alphabets and prayer 

songs 

Leads a very devotional 

disciplined life 

Went to City - English 

Medium School 

Learnt Science and 

Western Education 

Grandma has storng 

minded 

Author went abroad for 

higher studies 

But she did not show her 

opposition 

Grandma did not like 

this 

She had a mild fever 

Gradually she met her 

end 

Even the birds mourned 

for her death 
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His grandfather wore a big turban and loose fitting clothes. His long white beard covered the best part of his chest 

and he looked at least a hundred years old. His grandmother had always been short and fat and slightly bent. She was 

always beautiful. Her lips constantly moved in inaudible prayer. She and he were good friends. She used to wake him up 

in the morning and get him ready for school. She would fetch his wooden slate which she had already washed and 

plastered with yellow chalk. She carried several chapattis with her for the village dogs. She always went to school with 

him because it is near to the temple there. She sat inside reading the scriptures. His parents were comfortably settled in 

the city. He used to go to an English school in a motor bus. She took to feeding sparrows in the courtyard of their city 

house. When he decided to go abroad for further studies, he was sure that his grandmother would be upset. She came to 

leave him at the railway station but did not talk or show any emotion. Her lips moved in prayer. Her mind was lost in 

prayer. Her fingers were busy telling the beads of her rosary. Her happiest moments were with her sparrows whom she 

fed longer. The first time since he had known her that she did not pray. The next morning she was taken ill. It was a mild 

fever. Then they came to know that she was dead. Then the funeral takes place. The sparrows took notice of the bread. 

 

 

PROSE ENGLISH ghlk; jkpo; 

My grandmother, like everybody’s grandmother, was an 

old woman. She had been old and wrinkled for the 

twenty years that I had known her. People said that she 

had once been young and pretty and had even had a 

husband, but that was hard to believe. My grandfather’s 

portrait hung above the mantelpiece in the drawing room. 

He wore a big turban and loose fitting clothes. His long, 

white beard covered the best part of his chest and he 

looked at least a hundred years old. He did not look the 

sort of person who would have a wife or children. He 

looked as if he could only have lots and lots of 

grandchildren. As for my grandmother being young and 

pretty, the thought was almost revolting. She often told 

us of the games she used to play as a child. That seemed 

quite absurd and undignified on her part and we treated it 

like the fables of the Prophets she used to tell us. 

vd; ghl;b> vy;NyhUil ghl;biag; Nghy;> xU 

tajhd ngz;kzp. ehd; mtiu mwpe;jjpypUe;J 

,UgJ tUlq;fshf tajhdtuhfTk;> 

RUf;fj;JlDk; ,Ue;jhH. mth; Kd;G 

,sikahfTk;> mofhdtuhfTk; ,Ue;jhH. vd;Wk; 

fzth; ,Ue;jhH vd;Wk; kf;fs; xUKiw 

$wpapUe;jhHfs;. Mdhy; mij ek;Gtjw;F rw;W 

fbdkhf ,Ue;jJ. vd; jhj;jhtpd; cUtg;glk; 

miwapy; mykhhpf;F Nky; njhq;fpf; 

nfhz;bUe;jJ. nts;isj;jhb> mtuJ khHgpd; 

ngUk;ghd;ikahd gFjpia %bapUe;jJ kw;Wk; 

mth; Fiwe;jJ xU E}W taJ ,Ug;gth; Nghy 

,Ue;jhH. kidtpNah my;yJ gps;isfNsh 

mtUf;F ,Ug;gJ Nghy; mth; fhl;rp 

mspf;ftpy;iy. mtUf;F Ngug;gps;isfs; epiwa 

,Ug;gJ Nghy njhpe;jJ. vd; ghl;b ,sikahf 

kw;Wk; mofhf ,Ug;gjhdy; vd; rpe;jid 

fpl;lj;jl;l fpsh;r;rpaw;wJ. mth; Foe;ijahf 

,Uf;Fk;NghJ tpsiahba tpisahl;ilg; gw;wp 

mbf;fb nrhy;YthH. mJ mtUf;F kpfTk; 

mgj;jkhdjhfTk; kw;Wk; Nftykhdjhftk; 

Njhd;wpaJ. mijg; gw;wp mth; nrhy;Yk;NghJ 

jPh;f;fjuprpfspd; fijfs; Nghy mjid ehq;fs; 

cw;Wf; Nfl;Nghk; 

She had always been short and fat and slightly bent. Her 

face was a criss-cross of wrinkles running from 

everywhere to everywhere. No, we were certain she had 

always been as we had known her. Old, so terribly old 

mth; vg;NghJk; Fs;skhfTk; cly; gUj;Jk; kw;Wk; 

rw;W tise;j KJFld; ,Ue;jhH. mtuJ Kfk; 

vq;Fk; Mq;fhq;Nf RUf;fq;fs; FWf;Fk; 

neLf;Fkhf ,Ue;jJ. ,y;iy> ehq;fs; cWjpahf 
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that she could not have grown older, and had stayed at 

the same age for twenty years. She could never have been 

pretty; but she was always beautiful. She hobbled about 

the house in spot- less white with one hand resting on her 

waist to balance her stoop and the other telling the beads 

of her rosary. Her silver locks were scattered untidily 

over her pale, puckered face, and her lips constantly 

moved in inaudible prayer. Yes, she was beautiful. She 

was like the winter landscape in the mountains, an 

expanse of pure white serenity breath- ing peace and 

contentment. 

,Ue;Njhk;> cq;fSf;F njhpe;jpUe;jhy; mts; 

vg;nghOJk; ,Ue;jpUf;fyhk; vd;gJ epr;rak;. 

gioa> kpfTk; Nkhrkhf gioa mth; ,d;Dk; 

tajhdtuhf ,Uf;fKbahJ. ,UgJ Mz;Lfhsf 

mth; mNj tajpy; ,Uf;fpwhH. mth; kpfTk; 

mofhf ,Ue;jpUf;f KbahJ. Mdhy; mth; 

vg;NghJk; mofhf ,Ue;jhH;. jd; xU ifahy; jd; 

tise;j Njhw;wj;ij rkg;gLj;Jtjw;fhf ,Lg;gpy; 

itj;jpUe;jhH. kw;nwhd;wpy; [gkhiy kzpia 

itj;jpUe;jhH. mtSila nts;sp Kbfs; 

Kfj;jpy; gsgsntd;W rpjwpf;fple;jd. mtSila 

cjLfs; mbf;fb nksdkhd gpuhh;j;jid 

nra;jd. Mk;> mts; mofhf ,Ue;jhs;. mts; 

kiyfspy; Fsph;fhy epyg;gug;G Nghy> J}a 

ntz;ikahd mikjpAk; kw;Wk; ep&hpapd; 

milahskhf jpfo;e;jhH. 

My grandmother and I were good friends. My parents left 

me with her when they went to live in the city and we 

were constantly together. She used to wake me up in the 

morning and get me ready for school. She said her 

morning prayer in a monotonous sing-song while she 

bathed and dressed me in the hope that I would listen and 

get to know it by heart; I listened because I loved her 

voice but never bothered to learn it. Then she would fetch 

my wooden slate which she had already washed and 

plastered with yellow chalk, a tiny earthen ink-pot and a 

red pen, tie them all in a bundle and hand it to me. After a 

breakfast of a thick, stale chapat-    ti with a little butter 

and sugar spread on it, we went to school. She carried 

several stale chapattis with her for the village dogs. 

vd; ghl;b kw;Wk; ehd; ey;y ez;gh;fs;. vd; 

ngw;NwhHfs; efuj;jpy; trpf;f nrd;wNghJ vd;id 

mthplk; tpl;Lr; nrd;whHfs;. ehq;fs; njhlh;e;J 

xd;whf ,Ue;Njhk;. mth; fhiyapy; vOe;J vd;id 

gs;spf;F jauhf;FthH. mth; Fspj;J tpl;L> fhiy 

gpuhHj;jidahf xNu khjphpahd ghliy ghLthH. 

gpd;G vdf;F cilkhw;wp tpLk; NghJk; ghLthH. 

Vnddpy; ehd; mjid Nfl;Ngd;. vd; ,jaj;jpy; 

mJ gw;wpf; nfhs;Sk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifapy;. ehd; 

mtUila Fuiy Nerpj;Njd;> Mdhy; mij 

fw;Wf; nfhs;sj; Jzpatpy;iy. gpwF mth; vdf;F 

Vw;fdNt fOtp itj;jpUe;j kuj;jhyhd 

fUk;gyif kw;Wk; kQ;rs; Rz;zhfl;b> xU rpwpa 

kz;zhyhd - ik gl;b kw;Wk; rptg;G Ngdh 

Mfpatw;iwf; nfhz;lJ> mit midj;ijAk; xU 

%l;ilapy; fl;b> vd;dplk; xg;gilg;ghH. xU 

jbkdhd fhiy czT nuhl;bfshf rpwpJ 

ntz;nza; kw;Wk; rh;f;fiu Nrh;j;J rikj;J 

rhg;gpl;L tpl;L> gs;spf;Fr; nrd;Nwhk;. fpuhkg;Gw 

eha;fSf;F mth; epiwa gioa rg;ghj;jpfis 

nfhz;L tUthH. 

My grandmother always went to school with me because 

the school was attached to the temple. The priest taught 

us the alphabet and the morning prayer. While the 

children sat in rows on either side of the verandah 

singing the alphabet or the prayer in a chorus, my 

grandmother sat inside read- ing the scriptures. When we 

had both finished, we would walk back together. This 

time the village dogs would meet us at the temple door. 

They followed us to our home growl- ing and fighting 

with each other for the chapatti we threw to them. 

Nfhapy; gs;spAld; ,izf;fg;gl;Ls;sjhy;> ghl;b 

vg;NghJk; vd;Dld; gs;spf;F tUthH. G+rhhp 

vq;fSf;F vOj;Jf;fs; kw;Wk; fhiy gpuhHj;jid 

fw;W jUthH. Foe;ijfs; tuhz;lhtpd; 

,Ugf;fq;fspYk; thpirapy; cl;fhHe;jpUe;J 

vOj;Jf;fs; my;yJ gpuhj;jidia FOthf 

ghbdhHfs;. vd; ghl;b Ntjq;fis cs;Ns 

cl;fhHe;J gbg;ghH. ehq;fs; ,UtUk; Kbj;j cld; 

kPz;Lk; xd;whf jpUk;gNtz;Lk;. ,e;j Neuj;jpy; 

fpuhkj;jpy; cs;s eha;fs; Nfhtpy; fjtUNf 

vq;fis re;jpf;Fk;. ehq;fs; tPrp vhpfpd;w 
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rg;ghj;jpf;fhf xd;Nwhnlhd;W cWkpf; nfhz;Lk; 

rz;il Nghl;Lf; nfhz;Lk; vq;fis gpd; 

njhlh;e;J tPL tiu tUk;. 

When my parents were comfortably settled in the city, 

they sent for us. That was a turning-point in our 

friendship. Although we shared the same room, my 

grandmother no longer came to school with me. I used to 

go to an English school in a motor bus. There were no 

dogs in the streets and she took to feeding sparrows in 

the courtyard of our city house. 

vd; ngw;NwhH efuj;jpy; trjpahf FbapUe;j NghJ> 

mth;fs; vq;fis mDg;gpdhHfs;. mJNt vq;fs; 

el;gpy; xU jpUg;G Kidahf mike;jJ. ehq;fs; 

xNu miwia gfph;e;jhYk;> vd; ghl;b vd;Dld; 

gs;spf;F tUtJ ,y;iy. ehd; xU NgUe;jpy; 

Mq;fpy gs;spf;F nry;Ntd;. njUf;fspy; eha;fs; 

fpilahJ. vq;fs; efu tPl;by; Kw;wj;jpy; 

rpl;Lf;FUtpf;F mth; cztspj;jhH. 

As the years rolled by, we saw less of each other. For 

some time she continued to wake me up and get me 

ready for school. When I came back she would ask me 

what the teacher had taught me. I would tell her English 

words and little things of western science and learning, 

the law of grav- ity, Archimedes’ Principle, the world 

being round etc. This made her unhappy. She could not 

help me with my lessons. She did not believe in the 

things they taught at the English school and was 

distressed that there was no teaching about God and the 

scriptures. One day, I announced that we were being 

given music lessons. She said nothing but her silence 

meant disapproval. She rarely talked to me after that. 

gy tUlq;fshf> ehq;fs; xUtUf;nfhUth; 

FiwthfNt ghHj;jpUe;Njhk;. rpwpJ ehs; njhlh;e;J 

mth; vd;id vOg;gp gs;spf;F vd;id jahH 

nra;J mDg;GthH. ehd; jpUk;gp te;j NghJ> 

Mrphpah; vdf;F vd;d ghlk; fw;Wf; nfhLj;jhH 

vd;W vd;dplk; Nfl;ghH. ehd; mtUf;F Mq;fpy 

thHj;ijfs; kw;Wk; Nkw;fj;jpa tpQ;Qhdk; kw;Wk; 

fw;wy;> <Hg;G rl;lk;> Mh;f;fpkpB]; Nfhl;ghL> cyfk; 

vg;gb Rw;WfpwJ> Kjypatw;iw nrhy;Ntd;. ,J 

mtiu tUj;jkilar; nra;jJ. vd; ghlq;fSf;F 

mtuhy; cjt Kbatpy;iy. Mq;fpy ghlrhiyapy; 

mth;fs; fw;Wf; nfhz;l tp\aq;fspy; mth; 

ek;gpf;if nfhs;stpy;iy. flTisAk; 

Ntjq;fisAk; gw;wp ve;j NghjidAk; ,y;iy 

vd;W Ntjid mile;jhH. xU ehs; ehd; 

,irg;ghlq;fis toq;fpapUg;gjhf mwptpg;Ngd;. 

mts; nksdj;ij jtpu NtW vJTk; $wtpy;iy. 

mjw;Fg; gpwF mth; vd;dplk; kpfTk; mhpjhfNt 

NgrpdhH. 

When I went up to University, I was given a room of my 

own. The common link of friendship was snapped. My 

grandmother accepted her seclusion with resignation. 

She rarely left her spinning wheel to talk to anyone. 

From sun- rise to sunset she sat by her wheel spinning 

and reciting prayers. Only in the afternoon she relaxed 

for a while to feed the sparrows. While she sat in the 

verandah breaking the bread into little bits, hundreds of 

little birds collected round her creating a veritable 

bedlam of chirruping. Some came and perched on her 

legs, others on her shoulders. Some even sat on her head. 

She smiled but never shooed them away. It used to be 

the happiest half-hour of the day for her. 

ehd; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpw;Fr; nrd;w NghJ> 

vdf;nfd;W jdp miw ,Ue;jJ. el;gpd; 

nghJthd ,izg;G Jz;bf;fg;gl;lJ. vd; ghl;b 

jdpj;jpUg;ij Vw;Wf; nfhz;lhH. mts; ahUlDk; 

Ngrg;gl;ljhf mtsJ E}w;G-rf;fuj;ij E}w;wp 

Muk;gpj;jhs;. R+hpa cjaj;jpypUe;J R+hpad; kiwAk; 

tiu> mts; E}w;G rf;fuj;jpw;F mUfpy; cl;fhHe;J 

gpuhh;j;jidfisr; nrhy;ypf; nfhz;bUe;jhH. 

kjpak; kl;Lk; mts; rpl;Lf;FUtpfSf;F 

cztspf;f rpwpJ Xa;ntLj;jhs;. tuhz;lhtpy; 

cl;fhHe;jpUf;Fk; nghOJ nuhl;bia 

rpWJz;Lfshf cilj;jhH. E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd 

rpwpa gwitfs; mtiu Rw;wpf; nfhz;L 

fyfyg;nyhyp vOg;gpd. rpy mtuJ fhy;fspy; 

te;J> kw;wit mtuJ Njhs;fspy; te;jile;jd. 

rpy mtuJ jiyapy; cl;fhHe;jpUe;jd. mth; 

rphpj;jhH. Mdhy; xU NghJk; gwitfis tpul;Lk; 

xypia mth; nra;atpy;iy. ,e;j miukzp 
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Neuk;jhd; mtUf;F ehspy; kfpo;r;rpahd Neuk; 

MFk;. 

When I decided to go abroad for further studies, I was 

sure my grandmother would be upset. I would be away 

for five years, and at her age one could never tell. But 

my grand- mother could. She was not even sentimental. 

She came to leave me at the railway station but did not 

talk or show any emotion. Her lips moved in prayer, her 

mind was lost in prayer. Her fingers were busy telling 

the beads of her rosary. Silently she kissed my forehead, 

and when I left    I cherished the moist imprint as 

perhaps the last sign of physical contact between us. 

Nkw;gbg;G gbg;gjw;fhf ntspehl;bw;F nry;y KbT 

nra;j NghJ> vd; ghl;b ftiyaile;jpUg;gjhf 

vdf;Fj; njhpAk;. Ie;J tUlq;fSf;F ehd; 

ntFJ}uj;jpypUg;Ngd;. mtUila tajpy; xU 

NghJk; nry;y KbahJ. Mdhy; vd; ghl;bahy; 

KbAk;. mtUf;F czh;r;rp gpizg;Gk; ,y;iy. uapy; 

epiyaj;jpy; vd;id tpl;L nry;y mth; te;jhH. 

Mdhy; ve;j czh;r;rpiaAk; NgrNth my;yJ 

fhl;lNth ,y;iy. mtuJ cjLfs; gpuhh;j;jid 

nra;jd. mtUila kdk; n[gj;jpy; ,Ue;jJ. 

mtSila tpuy;fs; [gkhiyapd; kzpfis 

vd;Wkha; Kk;Kukhf ,Ue;jd. nkJthf mth; vd; 

new;wpia Kj;jkpl;lhH. ehd; tpl;Lr; nrd;w NghJ 

ehd; kpfTk; re;Njh\kile;Njd;. vq;fSf;F 

,ilNaahd cly; njhlh;Gf;fhd filrp 

milahsk; Nghy; mr;rplyhk;. 

But that was not so. After five years I came back home 

and was met by her at the station. She did not look a day 

older. She still had no time for words, and while she 

clasped me in her arms I could hear her reciting her 

prayers. Even on the first day of my arrival, her happiest 

moments were with her sparrows whom she fed longer 

and with frivolous rebukes. 

Mdhy; mJ mg;gb ,y;iy. Ie;J tUlq;fs; fopj;J 

ehd; tPl;bw;F te;Njd;. mth; Kd;G ,Ue;jJ Nghy; 

,y;iy. mtUf;F thHj;ijfSf;F ,d;Dk; 

Neukpy;yhky; ,Ue;jd. mth; iffspy; vd;id 

jOtpf; nfhz;bUe;j NghJ> mth; gpuhHj;jidfs; 

nrhy;tijf; Nfl;Nld;. vd; tUifapd; Kjy; 

ehsd;W> mtUila kfpo;r;rpahd jUzq;fs; 

mth; rpl;Lf;FUtpAld; ,Ue;jJ. mjw;F ePz;l 

Neukhf czT nfhLj;jhH. 

In the evening a change came over her. She did not pray. 

She collected the women of the neighbourhood, got an 

old drum and started to sing. For several hours she 

thumped the sagging skins of the dilapidated drum and 

sang of the homecoming of warriors. We had to persuade 

her to stop to avoid overstraining. That was the first time 

since I had known her that she did not pray. 

khiyapy; xU khw;wk; mthplk; te;jJ. mth; 

gpuhh;j;jpf;ftpy;iy. mts; mUfpypUe;j ngz;fis 

$g;gpl;lhH. gioa buk; xd;iwg; ngw;W ghLtjw;Fj; 

njhlq;fpdhh;. gy kzp Neuq;fSf;F mth; njha; 

tpOe;j buk;]; nfhz;L ghbdhh; kw;Wk; NghH 

tPuh;fs; tPl;bw;F tUtij gw;wp ghbdhh;. mts; 

Nky; mOj;jj;ijj; jtph;g;gjw;F ehq;fs; mtisj; 

J}z;l Ntz;Lk;. ,d;Wjhd; mth; gpuhh;j;jid 

nra;ahky; ,Ue;jhH. 

The next morning she was taken ill. It was a mild fever 

and the doctor told us that it would go. But my 

grandmother thought differently. She told us that her end 

was near. She said that, since only a few hours before the 

close of the last chapter of her life she had omitted to 

pray, she was not go- ing to waste any more time talking 

to us. 

kWehs; fhiyapy; mtUf;F clk;G rhpapy;iy. mJ 

xU kpjkhd fha;r;ry; kw;Wk; lhf;lh; mJ rhpahfp 

Ngha;tpLk; vd;W nrhd;dhh;. Mdhy; vd; ghl;b 

tpj;jpahrkhf rpe;jpj;jhH. mtUila KbT neUq;fp 

tpl;lJ vd mth; nrhd;dhH. mth; tho;f;ifapd; 

filrp mj;jpahj;jpd; Kbtpw;F rpy kzp Neuj;jpw;F 

Kd; gpuhh;j;jid nra;ahky; tpl;Ltpl;ljhy;> mth; 

vq;fSld; NgRtjw;W ve;j NeuKk; 

tPzhf;fg;Nghtjpy;iy vd;W nrhd;dhH. 

We protested. But she ignored our protests. She lay 

peace- fully in bed praying and telling her beads. Even 

before we could suspect, her lips stopped moving and 

ehq;fs; vjph;g;G njhptpj;Njhk;. Mdhy; mth; vq;fs; 

vjph;g;ig myl;rpak; nra;jhH. mts; gLf;ifapy; 

mikjpahfg; gLj;jpUe;jhh;. mth; kzpfisf; 
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the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. A peaceful pallor 

spread on her face and we knew that she was dead. 

nfhz;L gpuhh;j;jidapy; <Lgl;bUe;jhh;. ehk; 

re;Njfpf;f Kbtjw;F Kd;Ng> mtUila cjLfs; 

miratpy;iy. mtuJ capuw;w tpuy;fspypUe;J 

[gkhiy fPNo tpOe;jJ. mtuJ Kfj;jpy; xU 

ntsph; epwk; gutpaJ. mth; ,we;J tpl;ljhf 

mwpe;Njhk;. 

We lifted her off the bed and, as is customary, laid her on 

the ground and covered her with a red shroud. After a 

few hours of mourning we left her alone to make 

arrangements for her funeral. In the evening we went to 

her room with   a crude stretcher to take her to be 

cremated. The sun was setting and had lit her room and 

verandah with a blaze of golden light. We stopped half-

way in the courtyard. All over the verandah and in her 

room right up to where she lay dead and stiff wrapped in 

the red shroud, thousands of sparrows sat scattered on 

the floor. There was no chirrup- ing. We felt sorry for the 

birds and my mother fetched some bread for them. She 

broke it into little crumbs, the way my grandmother used 

to, and threw it to them. The sparrows took no notice of 

the bread. When we carried my grand- mother’s corpse 

off, they flew away quietly. Next morning the sweeper 

swept the bread crumbs into the dustbin. 

ehq;fs; mtiu gLf;ifapypUe;J J}f;fpNdhk;. ,J 

tof;fkhd xd;W. mtiu jiuapy; gLf;f 

itj;Njhk;. gpd;G rptg;G fk;gsj;jhy; mtiu 

%bNdhk;. xU rpy kzp Neuk; fopj;J mtiu tpl;L 

tpl;L ,Wjp rlq;fpw;F Vw;ghL nra;Njhk;. mtiu 

RLfhl;bw;F nfhz;L nry;tjw;fhf rhaq;fhyk; 

mkuh; Ch;jpia vLj;Jf; nfhz;L mtuJ 

miwf;Fr; nrd;Nwhk;. R+hpad; me;jpkhiy rhAk; 

nghOJ mjd; jq;ff;fPw;Wfshy; miwia 

epug;gpaJ. ehq;fs; Kw;wj;jpy; ghjp topapy; 

epwj;jg;gl;Nlhk;. tuhz;lh kw;Wk; mtiu miw 

KOtJk; mth; ,we;j kw;Wk; rptg;G JzpAld; 

%lg;gl;bUf;Fk; ,lj;jpy; Mapuf;fzf;fhd 

rpl;Lf;FUtpfs; jiuapy; rpjwp mkh;e;jpUe;jd. 

mitfs; fPr;rpltpy;iy. ehq;fs; gwitfSf;fhf 

kd;dpg;Gf; Nfl;Lf; nfhz;Nlhk;. vd; mk;kh 

mitfSf;fhf nuhl;b nfhz;Lte;jhh;. mth; 

mij nfhQ;rk; rpwpa Jz;Lfshf cilj;J> vd; 

ghl;b nfhLf;Fk; nfhOJ mth; mij tPrpdhh;. 

rpl;Lf;FUtpfs; nuhl;bia ftdpf;ftpy;iy. 

ehq;fs; vd; ghl;b rlyj;ij vLj;j NghJ> 

mitfs; mikjpahf gwe;J nrd;wd. mLj;j ehs; 

fhiyapy; Jg;GuT nra;gth; nuhl;b Jz;Lfis 

Fg;igj; njhl;bapy; Nghl;lhh;. 

 

 
1. absurd  –  inconsistent / illogical –  mgj;jkhd> eiff;fj;jf;f 

2. bedlam  –  noisy confusion –  $r;ry; Fog;gk; epiwe;j ,lk; 

3. certain  –  sure –  epr;rakhd> cWjpahd 

4. constantly  –  continuously –  njhlh;e;J> vg;NghJk; 

5. distressed  –  unhappy –  kdj;Jauk;> Jd;gk; 

6. expanse  –  widespread –  tphpe;j 

7. fables  –  tales / stories –  ePjpf;fijfs; 

8. fat  –  obese / overweight –  Fz;lhd 

9. frivolous  –  non-serious / lightminded –  nry;ykhd> tpisahl;Lj;jdkhd 

10. hobbled  –  walked unsteadily –  njhz;b elj;jy; 

11. ignore  –  dissregard / omit –  Gwf;fzpj;jy;> nghUl;gLj;jhky; tpLjy; 

12. moist  –  damp / wet –  <ukhd 

13. monotonous  –  unchanging / boring –  xNu khjphpahd> khWjNy ,y;yhj 
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14. omitted  –  excluded –  jtph;f;fg;gl;l 

15. perched  –  sat / rested –  cl;fhUjy;> ,isg;ghWjy; 

16. persuade  –  convinced –  tw;GWj;Jjy; 

17. pretty  –  charming –  mofhd 

18. protest  –  object / resist –  Ml;Nrgk;> vjph;g;G 

19. puckered  –  wrinkled –  RUf;fq;fSld; 

20. rebukes  –  scoldings –  nry;ykhf Nfhgpj;Jf; nfhs;Sjy; 

21. relaxed  –  being at rest –  Xa;ntLj;jy; 

22. revolting  –  objectionable –  Vw;Wf;nfhs;s Kbahj 

23. scattered  –  disordered –  rpjwp 

24. seclusion  –  isolation –  jdpj;jpUj;jy;> tpyfp ,Uj;jy; 

25. serenity  –  tranaquility / calm –  mikjp 

26. snapped  –  cover –  mikjp 

27. shaffed  –  broke / cut –  Kwpe;jJ 

28. sort  –  kind / type –  tif 

29. veritable  –  real (used for emphasis) –  nka;ahd 

30. wrinkled  –  creased / packered –  RUf;fk; kpFe;j 

 

 
1. Mantelpiece  –  shelf projecting from the wall above a                              

fireplace 

–  jl;L khlk; 

2. Absurd  –  inconsistent/ illogical –  mgj;jkhd (m) nghUj;jkpy;yhj 

3. Fables  –  tales/stories –  ePjpf;fijfs; (m) fijfs; 

4. Hobbled  –  walked unsteadily –  fl;Lg;gLj;jg;gl;l 

5. Pucked  –  to contract the face into wrinkles –  RUf;F (m) kbj;J it 

6. Expanse  –  widespread –  tphptiltJ (m) nghpajhf;F 

7. Monotonous  –  unchanging /boring –  rypg;ghd (m) Cf;fkspf;fhj 

8. Snapped  –  broke / cut –  Kwpe;j 

9. Seclusion  –  isolation –  jdpj;jpUj;jy; (m) tpyfp 

,Uj;jy; 

10. Bedlam  –  noisy confusion –  $r;ry; Fog;gk; epiwe;j ,lk; 

11. Perched  –  sat / rested –  ,isg;ghWjy; 

12. Rebukes  –  scoldings –  nry;yr;rZq;fy; 

13. Dilapidated  –  damaged –  ghoile;j (m) ,oe;j (m) 

cile;j 

14. Pallor  –  an unhealthy pale appearance –  epwkpog;G (m) Nehahy; mr;rj;jhy; 

Vw;gLk; ntspwpa Njhw;wk; 

15. Shroud  –  cloth used to wrap a dead person –  rtr;rPiy 
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 Word Synonyms jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

1. wrinkled  -  folded -  RU§»a 

2. hung  -  swaying -  njh§F 

3. turban  -  cap, hat -  njhg;gp> jiyg;ghif 

4. revolting  -  vile, nasty -  Gul;rpfukhd 

5. absurd  -  crazy, stupid -  Kl;lhs;jdkhd 

6. undignified  -  rough, common -  Kul;Lj;jdkhd 

7. fables  -  myth, fiction -  Guhzk; 

8. prophets  -  seer -  jPh;f;fjhprp 

9. hobbled  -  walked, unsteadily -  jsh;thd eil 

10. spotless  -  without design -  jtwpy;yhj 

11. untidy  -  unclean -  mOf;fhd 

12. puckered  -  plait, wrinkle -  RUf;fkhd 

13. serenity  -  peace of mind -  mikjpahd 

14. monotonous  -  unvaried, unchanging -  xNu khjphpahd 

15. scriptures  -  sacred writings -  Gdpj Gj;jfk; 

16. courtyard  -  front portion -  thry;Gwk; 

17. distressed  -  disappointed -  Vkhw;wkile;j 

18. announced  -  released -  ntspaPL 

19. seclusion  -  privacy, shelter -  ghJfhg;G 

20. resignation  -  withdrawal -  tpLtpf;fg;gl;l 

21. reciting  -  repeat -  kddk; nra;jy; 

22. shooed  -  pushed -  js;Sjy; 

23. rebukes  -  scoldings -  nry;yf;Nfhgk; 

24. sagging  -  old -  gioikahd 

25. shroud  -  grave clothes -  ,Lfhl;L Jzp 

 

 

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 

wrinkled  X  unwrinkled revolting  X  good, clean 

absurd  X  logical, wise undignified  X  well, strong 

fables  X  sense, truth hobbled  X  free, release 

untidily  X  clean puckered  X  smoothness 

serenity  X  trouble contentment  X  unhappiness 

monotonous  X  varied, changing distressed  X  glad 

announced  X  hidden seclusion  X  open, public 

resignation  X  stay, agreement reciting  X  fail, take 

cherished  X  reject, release rebukes  X  approval 

crumbs  X  glob, lot dilapidated  X  creation 
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1) Answer the following questions in one or two sentences based on your understanding of the story.  

a) Describe the grandfather as seen in the portrait.  

 He wears a big turban and loose-fitting clothes. His long white beard covered the best part of his 

chest and he looked at least a hundred years old. 

b) Why was the author left with his grandmother in the village?  

 His parents left him with her when they went to live in the city.  

c) Where did the author study in his childhood?  

 The author studied in an English school and village school. 

d) Why did the grandmother accompany the author to school?  

 His grandmother always went with him because the school was attached to the temple. The priest 

taught them the alphabet and the morning prayer. 

e) What made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours?  

 The dogs followed the grandmother for the chapatti she threw to them. 

f) Why didn’t the grandmother feel sentimental when the author went abroad for higher 

education?  

 She was a strong minded old woman. Her mind was lost in prayer. Her fingers were busy telling the 

beads of her rosary.  

g) What was the happiest time of the day for grandmother?  

 Her happiest moments feeding the sparrows in the afternoon. 

  

 

 

2) Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. (text Page 5) 

a) Describe the author's grandmother. 

 She had always been short and fat and slightly bent. Her face was a criss-cross of wrinkles. Her silver 

locks were scattered untidily over her pale face and her lips moved in silent prayer. 

b) What was the daily routine of the grandmother at home? 

 She used to wake him up in the morning and get him ready for school. She said her morning prayer in 

a monotonous song. She would fetch his wooden slate, yellow chalk and earthen ink-pot and a red pen. 

She carried several stale chapattis for the village dogs. 

c) How is school education in the village different from that in the city? 

 In village, the priest taught them the alphabet and the morning prayer. The children used to sing the 

alphabet or the prayer in chorus. But, in city, there was no teaching about God and scriptures. 

d) The grandmother appreciated the value of education. Give instances in support of your answer. 

 She always went to school with him because the school was attached to the temple. While the children 

sat in rows on either side of the verandah singing the prayer in chorus, she sat inside reading the 

scriptures. 

Note : turban - jiyg;ghif beard - jhb priest - kjFU alphabet - vOj;Jf;fis vOJk; Kiw strong minded - 

tYthd vz;zk; rosary - n[gkhiy. 
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e) The grandmother was strong-minded. Justify. 

 When her grandson decided to go abroad for further studies, he was sure his grandmother would upset. 

But, she was not even sentimental. Her lips moved in prayer. Silently she kissed his forehead. This 

shows her strong mind. 

f) How did the grandmother spend the last few hours of her life? 

 She did not pray. She collected the women of the neighbourhood, got an old drum and started to sing. 

That was the first time since he had known her that she did not pray.   

 

 
1) The children in the village school were taught the alphabet. Did grandmother know the 

alphabet? 

 Yes. The grandmother knew the alphabet. 

2) That was a turning in our friendship”. What happened to their friendship? 

 The grandmother could not accompany her grandson to the school in the city. She could not help him 

with his lessons. The city life created a distance between the grandmother and grandson. 

3) What took the place of village dogs in grandmother’s life in the ity? 

 Sparrows took the place of village dogs in grandmother’s life in the city. 

4) In what respects does the author state that city school education was different from village 

school education? Mention at least three points. 

 English and Science were taught in the city school. Music lessons were also taught in the city school. 

There was no teaching about God and religion in the city school as in the village school. 

5) What used to be ‘the happiest half hour of the day’ for the grandmother? 

 The happiest half hour of the day used to be the time when the grandmother fed the sparrows in the 

afternoon. 

6) ‘I would be away for five years, and at her age one could never tell’. What did the author imply 

here? 

 At that extreme old age none could say for certain that she would live on those for five years when the 

writer would be away. 

7) What could have been the cause of grandmother’s illness? 

 She fell ill because of over straining herself in singing at the return of her grandson. 

 

 
3) Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words each. 

a) The grandmother played a vital role in the author’s formative years. Give your own example of how 

elders have a positive influence on the younger generation. Include examples from the story also.  

  He and his grandmother were good friends. His parents left him with her when they went to live in the 

city and they were constantly together. She used to wake him up in the morning and get him ready for 
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school. She said her morning prayer in a monotonous sing-song while she bathed and dressed him in the 

hope that he would listen and get to know it by heart. Then, she would fetch his wooden slate which she 

had already washed and plastered with yellow chalk, a tiny earthen ink-pot and a red pen, tie them all in a 

bundle and hand it to him. She carried several stale chapattis with her for the village dogs. Thus, she 

played a vital role from his young age. 

b) As young Khushwant Singh, write a letter to your parents describing your daily routine along with 

your thoughts and feelings about staying in the village.  

             xxx,  

             yyy. 

Dear parents,  

I am good and how are you ? My grandmother is taking care of me. She and I are good friends. She used to 

wake me up in the morning and get me ready to school. She said her morning prayer in a monotonous sing-

song while she bathed and dressed me in the hope that I would listen and get to know it by heart. She always 

went to school with me because the school is near to the temple. The priest taught us the alphabet and the 

morning prayer. She sat inside reading the scriptures. The village dogs followed us to our home growling and 

fighting with each other for the chapatti we threw to them.  

            Yours lovingly,  

                      xxx 

c) Animals are capable of empathy. Substantiate this statement with examples from the story as well as 

your own experiences.  

  Animals are capable of empathy. In this story also, the grand mother fed them. She used to carry 

several stale chapattis with her for the village dogs. When they had both furnished, they would walk back 

together. The village dogs would meet them at the temple door. They followed them to our home growling 

and fighting with each other for the chapatti they threw to it. This shows her compassion towards the 

living being. Also shows that the animals are capable of empathy.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Author and his grandma were very good friends. His parents left him to stay with her. They 

moved to the city. His grandma took immense care of him. She wake him up on the morning and made 

him ready for school. The author's school was attached with the temple. So his grandma accompanied him 

everyday. The priest taught the children alphabet and the morning prayer. They sat in rows on either side 

of the verandah singing the alphabet or the prayer in a chorus. When they had finished they would return 

home together.  
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Later the author moved to an English school in the city. But his grandma couldn't a company him 

since he went to school by bus. As the year rolled by there has gap between them. He studied English 

words and little things of western science and learning. The grandma was distressed because he did not 

learn about God. Later he went up to the university for his further studies. The author denoted to go 

abroad for higher education. When he returned she came to the railway station. That day she started 

singing by collecting the women of neighbourhood. The next day she had mild fever. She did not talk to 

anyone but kept praying. Her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her finger. A peaceful pallor 

spread on the face. They carried her off the bed. All over the verandah and in her room right up to where 

the lady dead, thousands of sparrows sat scattered on the floor. There was no chirping.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The author and his granma were very good friends. She always went to school with him. The auther’s 

school was attached with the temple. Grandmother sat inside the temple reading the holy books. In city 

she could not accompany her grandson to his school. Author went upto university for his further studies. 

The grandmother felt lonely. Grandma sat by her wheel spinning and reciting prayers. Hundreds of little 

birds collected round her for bread crumbs. When the grandmother died, they came in large numbers. 

There was no chirping. When the grandmother’s body was taken for cremation, they silently flew away. 
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a) Read the following words and choose the correct antonyms from the options given: 

Words Options Answer : 

moist  a. marshy  b. arid  c. slimy  d. sultry moist x  arid 

frivolous  a. serious  b. sad  c. furious  d. happy frivolous x  serious 

omitted  a. isolated  b. rejected  c. contracted  d. included omitted x  included 

protest  a. promote  b. apprehend  c. accept  d. project protest x  accept 

serenity  a. simplicity  b. anxiety  c. absurdity  d. stupidity serenity x  anxiety 

scattered  a. sprinkled  b. multiplied  c. gathered  d. covered scattered x  gathered 

monotonous  a. interesting  b. tiresome  c. fragrant  d. satisfying  monotonous x  interesting 

 

b) Fill in the blanks choosing the appropriate 

compound words from those given in the box: 

 singsong, overstraining, spotless, gentlefolk, 

grandmother, courtyard, sunset, half-hour, 

homecoming 

  Reeta hurried along the road, dressed in her 

spotless new dress towards the bus stop. Before 

sunset, she had to reach the house of her 

grandmother. But the first half-hour of her travel 

was slow due to traffic jam. Her homecoming 

would be regarded with joy. She was overstraining 

herself to reach the place. When she finally stepped 

into the courtyard, she was received with a big hug 

by her kind aunt. She was in time to join the 

gentlefolk at the village, for a singsong. 

c) Match the words in Column A with their pairs in 

Column B to form compound words and write 

them in Column C. 

A B C 

mantel  lashes mantelpiece 

eye  wheel eyelashes 

water  gate waterproof 

bee  knob beehive 

toll  piece tollgate 

door  proof doorknob 

spinning  hive spinningwheel 
 
d) Frame meaningful sentences of your own using 

the following expressions from the story. Use a 

dictionary if required. 

i) the thought was almost revolting. 

 As for my grandmother being young and pretty, the 

thought was almost revolting. 

ii) an expanse of pure white serenity 

 She was like the winter landscape in the mountains, 

an expanse of pure white serenity breathing peace 

and contentment. 

iii) a turning point 

 That was a turning point in our friendship. 

iv) accepted her seclusion with resignation. 

 My grandmother accepted her seclusion with 

resignation. 

v) frivolous rebukes 

 Her happiest moments were with her sparrows 

whom she fed longer and with frivolous rebukes. 

e) Prefixes & Suffixes : 

Form two derivatives from each of the following 

words:  

 manage - mismanage, management  

 differ - indiffer, different  

 beauty - unbeauty, beautiful  

 peace - unpeace, peaceful  

 arrange - rearrange, arrangement  

 collect - recollect, collection  

 approve - disapprove, approved 

f) Homophones : 

Fill in the blanks with suitable homophones: 

1) brake / break 

 a) We have a short break between the sessions. 
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 b) The car skidded to a halt when I applied the 

brake. 

2) waste / waist 

 a) Shivani wears a belt around her waist. 

 b) We should never misuse or waste natural 

resources. 

3) principle / principal 

 a) Oxygen is the principal element present in 

earth’s crust. 

 b) Both these machines work on the same principle. 

4) bread / bred 

 a) Children should be bred in a healthy 

environment. 

 b) I like to have toasted bread for breakfast. 

5) lesson / lessen 

 a) This medicine will lessen your pain. 

 b) Finally, the manager learnt a lesson the hard 

way. 

6) pale / pail 

 a) The child looks very sick and pale 

 b) I need a pail of water to wash these cups. 

7) through / threw 

 a) Ravi picked the banana peel and threw it in the 

dustbin. 

 b) The soldiers had to pass through a dark tunnel. 

8) corps / corpse 

 a) The corpse was covered with a shroud. 

 b) The members of the national cadet corps have 

gone on a camp. 

Listening Activity 

Read the following statements and the given options. 

Now, listen to your teacher read aloud a passage or 

play it on a recorder. You may listen to it again if 

required, to help you choose the right options. 

i) According to Napoleon ‘Good mothers make good 

___________.’  

 a) housewives  b) jobs  

 c) nations   d) ideas  

ii) Mothers exhibit ___________ love.  

 a) unauthorized  b) unapproved  

 c) unacceptable  d) unconditional  

iii) ___________ mothers care much for their children.  

 a) Adapted  b) Adopted  

 c) Adoptive  d) Adaptable  

iv) ___________ is the most important thing in the 

world.  

 a) Wealth   b) Power  

 c) Love   d) Influence  

v) Love should be extended to ___________ too.  

 a) friends   b) relatives  

 c) countrymen  d) creatures  

Grammar 

a) Read the paragraph below and fill in the blanks 

using ‘a, an’, or ‘the’.  

  It is said that ____(1)______ computer is 

____(2)______ electronic extension of the human 

brain. Therefore, in principle, ____(3)______ 

computer can do all those activities which 

____(4)_______ human brain can do. Today 

computers are found to be ____(5)_______ most 

useful devices as knowledge providers. Another 

important field of application of computers is 

____(6)_______ development of robots. 

____(7)_______ internet has brought 

____(8)_______ drastic change in communication 

systems. 

Answer :  (1) a  (2) an  (3) a  (4) a  

   (5) the  (6) the  (7) the  (8) a 

b) In the following paragraph, insert ‘a, an’, or ‘the’ 

wherever necessary and rewrite the sentences.  

In our family, we have planned to take children to a 

zoo next Sunday. A Van has been arranged and we are 

sure to have a comfortable journey. The Zoo is an 

interesting place for children who enjoy watching the 

animals and want to know more about them. Even the 

youngsters love to visit the zoo. 

c) Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. 

(Articles have been included)  

Once the emperor gave a bag of seeds to his council 

of ministers and said that he would give them six 

months’ time to grow the seeds. Whoever does a good 

job will be made the next emperor of that empire. All 

the ministers took their task seriously. After six months 

many ministers had small plants in their pots. A few 

had very large plants. Some had medium sized plants. 

The emperor entered the hall. He was much amused to 

see those plants. He called the first minister and asked 

him what he did with the seed. That minister explained 

the process he adopted to make his plant grow. The 
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emperor called all the other ministers to explain what 

they did. Only one minister had come with an empty 

pot. They laughed loudly at the foolishness of this 

minister. But the Emperor applauded him and made him 

the next Emperor. Do you know why? He had given 

them boiled seeds which will not grow. Only this minis-

ter was honest. 

d) Fill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. 

i. They came early but there was little (little/ a little) 

work to do. 

ii. Anand invited a few (few/ a few) friends for the 

birthday party. 

iii. The teacher gave every (all / every) student a 

separate topic for the assignment. 

iv. Most of (Most of/Many) the water overflowed from 

the tank. 

v. Each one of my friends (friend/ friends) wished me 

on my birthday. 

vi. Vijay had no (no/ any) idea about the problem. 

vii. Adhi had taken many (much /many) photos during 

the programme. 

viii. Some (Some/Few) girls who attended the class 

informed the others about the test. 

Tenses 

a) Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the 

verbs in brackets and read the completed 

passage aloud.  

The people of India, as a whole, are (be) warm-

hearted and hospitable. Any calamity in any part of the 

world immediately arouses (arise) their charity and 

generosity and a committee is (be) promptly set (set) up 

to collect funds to help the distressed. The most 

endearing quality in them is (be) the respect they show 

for the work done in any capacity. They believe 

(believe) in what we call (call) the dignity of labour. 

b) Now, use the verbs given in brackets in the follow-

ing sentences in their correct forms. 

1) I (like) to spend time with my friend, whenever I (be) 

free.   Ans: like, am 

2) He (is) likely to miss the train. He (run) up to the 

station.    Ans: is, runs 

3) At the moment they (wait) at the busstop. But I (not 

know) their plans for the journey.  

   Ans: are waiting, do not know 

 

4) They firmly (believe) in the existence of God.  

     Ans: believe 

5. We (hear) a lot of noise because the new buildings 

(transmit) sound vacant.  Ans: hear, transmit 

6. She always (make) excuses for coming late.  

     Ans: makes 

7. The Prime Minister (leave) for America to meet the 

delegates tomorrow.   Ans: is leaving 

c) You are a commentator for a 5000 metre running 

race. Use simple present and present continuous 

tenses and complete the commentary from the 

beginning to the end of the race. Read the 

completed passage aloud.  

The 5000 metre race is about to begin. Lined up at 

the starting point, from left to right, are John of Great 

Britain, Peter of Nigeria and Jeeva of India. The runners 

are warming up for the great event. Now they are 

taking (take) their positions on the track. They are (be) 

all ready for the start. There goes (go) the starter’s gun! 

Yes, the race has begun. John 4 is leading (lead) with 

Jeeva closing (close) behind him. 

d) Read the extract from Kayal’s diary entry re-

garding her Nepal Trek, and fill in the blanks 

with the correct tense form of the verbs given in 

brackets. 

DAY 1 : We left (leave) Anna International Airport in 

Chennai two days ago catching a direct flight to Kath-

mandu in Nepal. We spent (spend) a day sightseeing. 

Kathmandu is full of people, rickshaws and the smell of 

sandalwood. I’ve never been (be) on a trip like this 

before. So I’m really excited. 

DAY 2 : It was raining (rain) when we reached 

Pokhara, Nepal’s second largest city, and saw the 

snowy peaks of the Himalayas for the first time. We 

reached (reach) Pokhara after a hairraising six-hour bus 

journey along very narrow roads with a lot of hairpin 

bends. The bus was (be) so full that one person had to 

share the driver’s seat. 

DAY 3 : We began (begin) our trek at last. We are at 

about 900 metres and the weather is warm and humid. 

For lunch we had chips and yak cheese sandwiches. I 

didn’t like them very much. I’m thrilled that we pitched 

(pitch) tents for our camps in the dense forests. 

DAY 4 : Yesterday a landslide blocked (block) our 

path and we had to use ropes to get over it. This morn-
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ing we walked along the river Kali Gandaki through 

dense forests of oak trees and we pitched our camp at 

Tukuche below the Annapurna mountain range. The 

main danger in addition to landslides, is ‘yak attack’. 

Yaks are (be) not dangerous but you have to be careful 

if you meet a herd of them because they can push you 

off the sides of the mountain. 

DAY 5 : We met a lot of children on our trek through 

the villages. They were playing (play) in the pool of 

muddy rain water as we left the place. We have already 

climbed 2,400 metres. Up here, it never rains (rain) and 

there are no trees. It is (be) windy and dusty and I am 

always thirsty. 

DAY 6 : Yesterday we went (go) up to the 

mountainside of the township of Mukthinath, at 3,600 

metres. The thin air with less oxygen there left (leave) 

us breathless.We felt (feel) that we couldn’t go any 

further. We drank (drink) a lot of extra fluids to 

prevent altitude sickness. 

DAY 7 : We turned around today and started to descend 

to Jomosom. As we went down, the oxygen filled our 

blood again and we seemed to flying (fly) instead of 

walking. 

DAY 8 : We went back to Pokhara in a small plane yes-

terday. It was exciting (excite) when we flew between 

the mountain peaks. We arrived in Kathmandu this 

afternoon and we spent (spend) our last few hours in 

shopping. We leave for Chennai tomorrow. We’ve had 

a trip of a lifetime. 

e) In the following passage, circle the verbs in simple 

present tense and underline the verbs in simple 

past. The first one has been done for you. 

i) Unless one is upright there is no use in being a i) 

charming fellow. Sometimes it is better to be honest 

than attractive. These are the great truths of modern 

life which Shyam never realised. He never said an 

ill-natured word in his life. He was always polite 

and spoke softly to everybody. 

ii) That night he ii) strolled into the Palette Club about 

eleven o’clock, and found Trevor sitting by himself 

in the long room. “Well, Alan, did you get the pic-

ture finished all right? ” he said, as he lit his 

cigarette. “Finished and framed, my boy!” 

answered Trevor, “and by-the-bye, you have made 

a conquest. That old model you saw is quite 

devoted to you. I had to tell him all about you — 

who you are, where you live, what your income is, 

what prospects you have.” 

iii) “And now tell me how Laura is. The old model iii) 

was quite interested in her.” “You don’t mean to 

say you talked to him about her?” said Hughie. 

“Certainly I did. He knows all about the relentless 

colonel, the lovely Laura, and the £10,000.” “You 

told that old beggar all my private affairs?” cried 

Hughie, looking very red and angry. “My dear 

Alan,” cried Hughie, “I shall probably find him 

waiting for me when I go home.” 

f) Fill in the blanks using Past tense forms of the 

verbs: 

i. I had never seen never (see) such a beautiful sunrise 

before I came here. 

ii. We were not able to stay overnight as we had not 

reserved not (reserve) the tickets in advance. 

iii. Nirmala had been (be) to the concert several times. 

iv. Mariappan knew Pudukottai so well because he had 

lived (live) there for five years. 

v. Yusuf understood the problem because he had ex-

perienced (experience) the situation earlier. 

vi. Catherine did not have any cash because she had 

lost (lose) her purse. 

vii. My father had been (be) to Mumbai once before. 

viii. The cat had chased (chase) the bird before it flew 

out of the yard. 

ix. Edith had visited (visit) several doctors before she 

found out what the problem was with her knee. 

x. If we had called (call) the manager ahead, we would 

not have needed to wait so long for a table. 

g) Read the following news report and underline the 

past perfect tense form of the verb and circle the 

simple past tense form of the verb. 

INDIA BEAT PAKISTAN TO WIN BLIND 

CRICKET WORLD CUP 

Chasing a huge target of 308 runs, India romped 

home in the penultimate over of the match to defeat 

Pakistan and win the Blind Cricket World Cup. India 

started off their chase in a cracking manner, but had 

lost two quick wickets. Sunil Ramesh rose to the 

occasion as he played a great knock to help India beat 

Pakistan and had scored 93 runs. Earlier India won the 

toss and had decided to bowl first. Pakistan amassed a 
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huge score of 307 for eight in 40 overs. Their openers 

had given them a brisk start which the later batsmen 

capitalized on. 

h) Read the following extract and fill in the spaces 

with the right form of verbs and complete the 

passage. The first one is done for you. 

i) The poet stops to hear the maiden singing while she i) 

was cutting (cut) and binding (bind) the grain. The 

song of the lady fascinated (fascinate) the poet, 

who stood (stand) there to listen to the song. The 

girl sang (sing) a sad song. 

ii) was blowing (blow) on a cloudless afternoon. A sort 

of fragrance rose (rise) from the wet grass and trees 

in the sunlight. It seemed (seem) as if the warm 

breath of the exhausted earth was falling (fall) 

against one’s skin. A sweet voiced bird somewhere 

ws chirping (chirp) repeatedly. 

i) Read the news item that appeared in a daily and 

fill in the blanks with suitable forms of the verbs 

given in brackets.  

Ever since social networking sites entered our lives, 

they served (serve) as platforms where users could use 

the virtual space offered by these social media. 

However, recent incidents have caused (cause) many to 

question the freedom to express views on various issues 

and in some cases, it has become (become) a dangerous 

platform. Social Contact has transformed (transform) 

people. They have developed (develop) an addiction to 

it. 

j) Read the following passage and correct the errors 

you come across. 

Rajan slowly settled down in his retired life. His 

pension plus what his wife brought from the household 

work she did helped them to meet their requirements. 

Life was easy until one Sunday. His granddaughter 

Madhu came crying. The clay doll in her hand had 

broken into two. Rajan pacify her and promised to 

mend it. This small repair work became the founding 

stone of a very prosperous venture into making clay 

dolls which earned him great respect. 

Games and sports help in recreation. Soccer, cricket, 

lawn tennis or wrestling are eagerly watched by 

millions of fans all over the world. It helps one get a 

temporary relief from the tensions of a day. The 

dedication displayed by all the players in the field 

indicated the mental and spiritual development of the 

player. 
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Mangte Chungneijang Mary

Boxing Championships and an

she used to play a variety of sports

Manipuri boxer Dingko Singh 

Kom took up boxing. She won the first medal of silver in Pennsylvania, USA, in 

2001. She is the only woman boxer to have won a medal in each one of the six 

World Championships. She was honoured with the

Padma Bhushan in 2013 for her

wrote her autobiography ‘Unbreakable’ in
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Mary Kom is a boxer and the winner of five World 

an Olympic Bronze Medal in 2012. As a school girl 

play a variety of sports—hockey, football, and athletics. Inspired by 

 who won a gold at the Asian Games in 1998, Mary 

won the first medal of silver in Pennsylvania, USA, in 

2001. She is the only woman boxer to have won a medal in each one of the six 

Championships. She was honoured with the Padma Shri in 2010 and the 

her wonderful achievements in the field of sports. She 

wrote her autobiography ‘Unbreakable’ in 2013. 

 
PM Hails Mary Kom 

Mary Kom’s Ferocious 

Action 

 
Magnificient Mary 

 

 
Fight Winning 
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Mary Kom Was 
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Mary Kom Six Time 

Champion an 
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She had to go to 

Pennsylvania 

Mary Kom got - chance to 

participate International 

Boxing Championship 
Her father gave Rs. 2000/- 

Travelled to Pennsylvania Got a Silver Medal Other sources helped her 

Praised by all Returned to India Got a Government Job 

Continued the Medal 

hauling 

Media Christened her 

Magnificient Mary (or) 

Queen of Boxing 
Married to onler 
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Mary Kom is an Indian Olympic boxer hailing from the Kom tribe in Manipur. She is the only woman boxer to have 

won a medal in each one of the six world championships. She became the first Indian woman boxer to get a Gold medal 

in the Asian Games in 2014 in Incheon, South Korea. She was selected in world Women's Boxing championships in 

Pennsylvania in November-Decembner 2001. For that, her friend Onler helped her totally Rs.8,000/-- from two MP's 

because of her fathers insufficient amount of Rs.2,000/- She received that she could not come back empty handed. They 

were the last team to arrive. She took part in 48 Kg in the championship. She reached the finals but she lost to Hula 

Sahin of Turkey. She thought that her loss appetite was the main reason. Her first medal was Silver which always mean a 

lot to her. But, she was not happy with Silver. She would bring back a gold. After winning the gold in second world 

championship, the Manipur government offered the Sub-Inspector post in 2005. She continued that after her marriage 

too. She preserved her world title in 2006 by defeating Steluta Duta of Romania 22-7 at the Fourth World 

Championships in NewDelhi She considered this as one of her greatest achievements. 

 

 

PROSE ENGLISH ghlk; jkpo; 

The autobiographies of accomplished sportspersons are 

re- plete with the challenges they faced and their single-

mind- ed pursuit towards their goal. Such a book is sure 

to make an interesting as well as an inspirational read. 

Now, read an excerpt from M.C. Mary Kom’s 

autobiography ‘Unbreak- able’. 

jpwikAs;s tpisahl;L tPuh;fspd; Rarhpijfs;> 

jq;fs; ,yf;if Nehf;fpa rthy;fis vjph; 

nfhz;Ls;sd. mj;jifa xU Gj;jk; kpfTk; 

RthurpakhfTk;> xU J}z;LjyhfTk; thrpf;f 

itg;gJ epr;rak;. ,g;NghJ vk;.rp. Nkhpfhkpd; 

Rarhpijahd ‘cilf;f ,ayhj” gFg;gha;tpd; xU 

gFjpia thrpf;fTk;. 

Soon after the Bangkok championship, I was selected in 

the 48kg category for the International Boxing 

Association (originally the Association Internationale de 

Boxe Ama- teur, or the AIBA) World Women’s Boxing 

Championships in Pennsylvania, USA, in November–

December 2001. 

ghq;fhf; rhk;gpad;\pg;ig rh;tNjr Fj;Jr; rz;il 

mikg;gpy; (Kjypy; mNrh]pNa\dy; bghf;\]; 

mnkr;R+h; my;yJ AIBA) ngd;rpy;NtdpahtpYs;s 

cyf kfsph; Fj;Jrz;il rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; etk;gh; 

- brk;gh; 2002 ,y; 48 fpNyh gphptpy; Njh;T 

nra;ag;gl;Nld;. 

My father managed to collect only Rs 2,000 for my trip. 

I was both upset and very worried because I’d heard of 

how expensive things were in America. But there was 

noth-  ing my parents or I could do. I spoke to Onler, one 

of my friends, about my problem. He invited a few 

students and elders, who went to meet the two Members 

of Parliament and seek their help. Two MPs donated Rs. 

5,000 and Rs. 3,000 respectively and I suddenly had Rs 

10,000 in my hands. With this princely sum, and a little 

more that had been collected from people, I left for the 

US. I was relieved to have money in my pocket, and 

knew that I could not come back empty-handed after all 

the efforts that people had made on my behalf. 

vd; gazj;jpw;fhf> vd; je;ijahy; &gha; 2000 

kl;LNk Nrfhpf;f Kbe;jJ. ehd; tUj;jkhfTk;> 

NrhfkhfTk; ,Ue;Njd;. Vndd;why;> 

mnkhpf;fhtpy; midj;J nghUl;fSk; tpiy 

cah;e;jjhf ,Uf;Fk; vd;W Nfs;tpg;gl;Nld;. 

Mdhy; vd; ngw;NwhuhYk; vd;dhYk; vJTk; nra;a 

,aytpy;iy. vd; gpur;ridag; gw;wp vd; 

ez;gh;fspy; xUtuhd Md;yUld; NgrpNdd;. 

mth; ghuhSkd;wj;jpd; ,U cWg;gpdh;fis 

re;jpj;J cjtp ngw rpy khzth;fs; kw;Wk;> 

nghpath;fisAk; mioj;Jr; nrd;whH. ,uz;L 

ehlhSkd;w cWg;gpdh;fs; &gha; 5000 kw;Wk; 3000 

ed;nfhil toq;fpdhH. mr;rkaj;jpy; jpBnud;W 

&gha; 1000 vdf;Ff; fpilj;jJ. ,e;j kpfg; nghpa 

njhif kw;Wk; kf;fsplkpUe;J NkYk; ngwg;gl;l 

rpwpa njhifiaAk; itj;Jr; nfhz;L ehd; 
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mnkhpf;fhTf;F Gwg;gl;Nld;. vd; iffspy; gzk; 

,Ue;jjpdhy; ehd; epk;kjp mile;Njd;. vd;dhy; 

ntWk; ifNahL jpUk;gptu KbahJ vd;W vdf;Fj; 

njhpAk;. Vndd;why; vd; rhHghf midj;J 

Kaw;rpfisAk; kf;fs; vLj;jpUe;jhh;fs;. 

Pennsylvania was cold and beautiful. It was snowing. 

We were confined to the sports arena, but what little I 

saw was pleasing to the eye. The people were 

enormously nice too. It was the first time in my life that 

I had travelled so far. I was looking forward to seeing 

what America was all about. But since we were the last 

team to arrive, we went straight to the sporting arena 

from the airport. The other teams had already completed 

their weight in, which is compulsory for all players. I 

was tired and suffering from jet lag. It had been morning 

when I left, and here it was morning again. After 

weighing in, I found out that I did not have any match 

that day. I was fortunate, but some of the team-mates 

were not so lucky. I was able to rest well enough to face 

my op- ponent in the round, which I won comfortably. 

My fear of facing new opponents quickly vanished. I 

competed in the 48 kg in this championship. While team-

mates lost one af- ter the other, I went on to reach the 

finals. I was even hope- ful of winning the gold. The 

boxers were not unbeatable as I had earlier thought. 

ngd;rpy;thdpah Fsph;r;rpahfTk;> mofhfTk; 

,Ue;jJ. ehq;fs; tpisahl;L muq;fpy; 

jq;fitf;fg;gl;Nlhk;. mJ vd; fz;fSf;F 

tpUe;jhf ,Ue;jJ. mq;fpUe;j kf;fs; kpfTk; 

gphpakhdth;fshf ,Ue;jhh;fs;. vd; tho;ehspy; 

KJy; Kiwahf neLe;J}uk; gazk; 

Nkw;nfhz;Nld;. ehd; mnkhpf;fhitg; gw;wp 

midj;J mwpe;J nfhs;s vjph;ghh;j;Jf; 

fhj;jpUe;Njd;. mdhy; ehq;fs; filrp mzpahf 

nrd;wjpdhy;> tpkhd epiyaj;jpypUe;J 

tpisahl;L muq;fpw;F Neubahf nrd;Nwhk;. 

Vw;fdNt kw;w mzpfs; jq;fsJ ,yf;fhd 

vilapid epiwT nra;jpUe;jhHfs;. ,J midj;J 

tPuh;fSf;Fk; fl;lhakhf;fg;gl;l xd;whFk;. ehd; 

tpkhd gazj;jpdhy; fisg;ghfTk; NrhHthfTk; 

,Ue;Njd;. ehd; Gwg;gLk; nghOJ ,Ue;j gfy; 

nghOJ ehd; jpUk;gp tUk; nghOJ> kPz;Lk; gfy; 

nghOjhfNt ,Ue;jJ. ehd; gSJ}f;Fk; gphpTf;F 

nrd;w gpd;Gjhd; njhpe;jJ> md;iwa jpdk; vdf;F 

ve;jg; Nghl;bAk; ,y;iy vd;W. ehd; mjph;\;lrhyp. 

Mdhy; rpy mzp cWg;gpdh;fs; xw;Wikahf 

,y;iy.  vd; vjpuhspia me;j Rw;wpy; 

vjph;nfhs;tjw;Fg; NghJkhd Xa;T ngw;wjdhy; 

vspjhf ntw;wp ngw;Nwd;. Gjpa vjphpfis 

vjph;nfhs;Sk; gak; tpiutpy; kiwe;J tpl;lJ. ehd; 

,e;j rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; 48 fpNyh Nghl;bapy; 

Nghl;bapl;Nld;. mzp cWg;gpdh;fs; xUth; gpd; 

xUtuhf Njhy;tpAw;w nghOJ> ehd; ,Wjp 

Nghl;;bia mile;Njd;. ehd; Kd;G Fj;J rz;il 

tPuh;fisj; Njhw;fbj;J jq;fj;ij ntd;W tplyhk; 

vd;W epidj;jpUe;Njd;. 

I felt like this would be the place, the event that would 

change my life. I kept telling myself, “I can face anyone 

in the ring.” In the quarter–final, I defeated Nadia 

Hokmi of Poland by RSC (Referee Stopped Contest–

applicable if the referee feels one of the boxers is 

inferior to the other and risks getting hurt badly), and in 

the semi-final, I defeated Jamie Behal of Canada by 21-

9. I reached the finals, but lost to Hula Sahin of Turkey 

by 13-5. 

vd; tho;f;ifia; ‘,e;j epfo;T’, ‘,e;j ,lk;’ 

khw;Wk; vd;W epidj;Njd;. ‘ehd; ahiu 

Ntz;LkhdhYk; ,e;j tisaj;jpDs; 

vjph;nfhs;Ntd;” vd;W vdf;Fs; ehNd nrhy;ypf; 

nfhz;Nld;. fhypWjpapy; RSC Kiw %yk; 

Nghye;jpd; ehbahN`hf;kpia Njhw;fbj;Njd;. ehd; 

miuapWjp Ml;lj;jpy; fdlhitr; Nrh;e;j 

N[kpng`hy;iy 21-9 vd;w fzf;fpy; 

Njhw;fbj;Njd;. ehd; ,Wjpg; Nghl;bia 

mile;Njd;. Mdhy; JUf;fpapd; `Pyhrh`pdplk; 

13-5 vd;w fzf;fpy; Njhy;tpaile;Njd;. 

The greatest disadvantage for me was my loss of vdf;F kpfg; nghpa ,ilA+W vd; grpapd;ik. 
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appetite. I was not accustomed to the food there. Try as I 

might, I could not eat the food and I started to lose 

weight. So much so that just before the finals I was only 

46 kg. This is prob- ably what cost me my dream of 

winning gold and I was very disappointed. I went to my 

room and cried. But the coaches were kind; they 

consoled me and lauded me on the silver win. I was the 

only one in the team to get a medal. But the biggest 

thing I took away from this championship was the 

conviction that I could take on any boxer. 

mq;Nf cs;s czT vdf;Fg; gof;fkpy;iy. 

vd;dhy; Kbe;j tiu Kaw;rpj;Njd;. vd;dhy; 

czitr; rhg;gpl Kbatpy;iy kw;Wk; ,Wjp 

Nghl;bf;F Kd;ghf vil ,of;f Muk;gpj;Njd;. ehd; 

46 fpNyh kl;LNk ,Ue;Njd;. ,jdhy; ehd; jq;fk; 

nty;Yk; fdit ,oe;Njd;. ,J kpfTk; Vkhw;wkhf 

,Ue;jJ. ehd; vd; miwf;F nrd;W mONjd;. 

Mdhy; vd; gapw;rpahsu;fs; md;ghdth;fs;. 

mth;fs; vd;id MWjy; milar; nra;jdh; 

NkYk;> ehd; nts;sp ntd;wjw;fhf vd;idg; 

ghuhl;bdhh;fs;. mzpapy; ehd; kl;LNk gjf;fk; 

ngw;Nwd;. Mdhy; ,e;j rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; ,Ue;J 

ehd; fw;Wf; nfhz;l kpfg; nghpa tp\ak; 

vd;dntd;why; ve;j Fj;Jr; rz;il tPuiuAk; 

vjph;f;f KbAk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifia. 

In the course of my career, I have become used to travel 

and to the different ways that things work in other 

countries. One time, in China, we were given chopsticks 

to eat our meals with. Just when I had painfully begun to 

master the art of using a knife and fork, I had to use two 

sticks to fill my stomach. I ended up using both my 

hands to hold the chopstick to pick up the food and push 

it into my mouth. My teammates asked for spoons but I 

tried to manage with the sticks. It helped that I really 

enjoy Chinese food. I was hungry enough that I 

managed the complex work required– I ate enough to 

sate my appetite and my palate. After five years of 

travelling, I started taking along some packed food from 

home. 

vd; tho;f;if gazj;jpy; ehd; gazpf;ff; fw;Wf; 

nfhz;Nld;. mjd; gpd; ntt;NtW ehLfspy; 

Ntiy nra;Ak; gy;NtW topfisAk; fw;Wf; 

nfhz;Nld;. rPdhtpy; xU Kiw vq;fs; rhg;ghL 

rhg;gpLtjw;F N[hbFr;rpfs; toq;fg;gl;lJ xU 

fj;jp kw;Wk; Kl;fuz;biag; gad;gLj;jp czT 

cl;nfhs;s Njh;e;j ehd;> vd; tapw;iw epug;g 

,uz;L Fr;rpfis gad;gLj;j Ntz;bapUe;jJ. 

ehd; vd; ,uz;L iffisAk; gad;gLj;jp czT 

cz;z Muk;gpj;Njd;. vd;Dld; te;j tPuh;fs; 

fuz;biaf; Nfl;lhh;fs;. Mdhy; vdf;F 

nfhLf;fg;gl;l Fr;rpia nfhz;L czit cz;z 

Muk;gpj;Njd;> mJ vdf;F rPd czit tpUk;gp 

rhg;gpl itj;jJ. vdf;F Nghjpa grp Vw;glhJ. 5 

tUl gazj;jpw;F gpd;> tPl;bypUe;J ehd; fl;ba 

czit vLj;Jr; nry;y Muk;gpj;Njd;. 

On my return, Delhi gave me a warm welcome at the 

airport. Back in Imphal, I was greeted with garlands and 

drumbeats and dancing. There was a victory ride across 

town, a felici- tation programme was held in Langol, an 

area that houses the government quarters. Thanksgiving 

prayers were said and words of praise and adulation 

were showered on me.  I was presented with a traditional 

shawl. Oja Ibomcha was also present and was duly 

felicitated. When I spoke to the people in Langol that 

day, I spoke of my hope that I would win gold in future 

tournaments. 

ehd; jpUk;gp ntz;fy gjf;fj;Jld; te;j NghJ 

nly;yp tpkhd epiyak; vd;id tuNtw;wJ. 

kPz;Lk; ,k;ghy; te;j nghOJ khiy 

khpahijfSk;> Nkyjhsq;fSk; kw;Wk; 

eldq;fspYk; ehd; tuNtw;fg;gl;Nld;. efuk; 

KOtJk; ntw;wp nfhz;lhlg;gl;lJ. murhq;f 

mjpfhhpfs; trpf;Fk; yhq;fy; gFjpapy; vd;idg; 

ghuhl;b tpoh eilngw;wJ. ed;wp gpuhh;j;jid 

$wg;gl;lJ. gpd;G> guhl;L kw;Wk; Gfo;r;rp 

thh;j;ijfs; vd; kPJ nghopag;gl;lJ. ghuk;ghpakhd 

rhy;it vdf;Fg; ghprhf toq;fg;gl;lJ. vd;Dld; 

,Ue;j X[h,Nkhk;\hTf;Fk; vd;idg; NghyNt 

khpahij toq;fg;gl;lJ. ehd; yhq;fhtpy; cs;s 

kf;fsplk; md;W NgrpaNghJ vjph;fhy Nghl;bfspy; 

jq;fj;ij nty;Ntd; vd;W ek;gpf;ifAld; 

NgrpNdd;. 

That first international medal, a silver, will always mean Kjy; rh;tNjr gjf;fkhd nts;sp> ,g;NghJk; 
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a lot to me. The fight and all that followed are clearly 

etched in my memory. But deep inside, I was not happy 

with a sil- ver. As I touched down in India, I vowed that 

the next time I would bring back a gold. I knew I was 

good enough. 

vdf;F epiwa mh;j;jj;ij; je;jJ. rz;il kw;Wk; 

midj;Jj; njhlh; epfo;TfSk; vd; epidtfj;jpy; 

nghwpf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. Mdhy; vd; cs; kdjpy; 

nts;spg; gjf;fk; vdf;F kfpo;r;rpaspf;ftpy;iy. 

ehd; ,e;jpahTf;fhf mLj;j Kiw cWjpahf jq;fg; 

gjf;fk; nty;Ntd; vd;W cWjp nkhop vLj;Njd;. 

vdf;F njhpe;J ,J kd epiwthf ,Ue;jJ. 

The silver in Pennsylvania and the prize money from the 

government had put an end to my immediate financial 

worries. But I wanted a job too, for that alone can bring 

long-term security and a steady income. Also, around 

the time that I was getting married, I had no savings 

except a couple of life insurance policies. After my 

second World Championship gold, the Manipur 

government offered me the post of Sub-Inspector, which 

I accepted in 2005. I had long dreamt of getting a 

government job through the sports quota, and it was 

finally fulfilled. I earned a salary of Rs. 15,000 in that 

first job. The thing about jobs that are ob- tained through 

the sports quota is that we are not required to go in to 

work as regularly as our colleagues because we tend to 

be away at camps and tournaments through much of the 

year. I go to office when necessary. And every time I 

need to go out of station, I am required to take leave and 

inform the department. 

ngd;rpNtdpahtpy; cs;s nts;spAk;> 

murhq;fj;jpd; ghpRg;gzKk; vdf;F cldb epjpf; 

ftiyia KbTf;Ff; nfhz;L te;jJ. Mdhy; 

vdf;F xU Ntiy Njit. Vndd;why; jdpahf 

ePz;l fhyg; ghJfhg;gpw;F xU tUkhdj;ijr; 

Nrh;f;f KbAk;. NkYk;> ehd; jpUkzk; nra;J 

nfhz;l Neuj;jpy;> MAs; fhg;gPl;Lf; Nrkpg;G jtpu 

NtW ve;j tpjkhd Nrkpg;GfSk; vdf;Ff; 

fpilahJ. vd; ,uz;lhtJ cyf rhk;gpad;\pg; 

jq;fj;jpw;Fg; gpwF> kzpg;G+h; murhq;fk; vdf;Fj; 

Jizf; fz;fhzpg;ghsh; gjtpia toq;fpaJ. ehd; 

2005 ,y; ,ij Vw;Wf; nfhz;Nld;. ehd; Kjy; 

Ntiyapy; &.15>000 rk;ghjpj;Njd;. tpisahl;L ,l 

xJf;fPL %yk; fpilf;Fk; Ntiyf;F ehq;fs; 

kw;wth;fisg;Nghy; tof;fkhf Ntiyf;Fg; Nghf 

Ntz;ba mtrpakpy;iy. Vndd;why; ehq;fs; 

Mz;L NjhWk; Kfhk;fspYk;> rz;ilfspYk; 

,Ue;J tUfpNwhk;. Njitahd NghJ> ehd; 

mYtyfj;jpw;Fr; nry;fpNwd;. ehd; xt;nthU 

KiwAk; epiyaj;jpypUe;J ntspNaWk; NghJ> 

tpLg;G vLg;gij> Jiwf;Fj; njhptpf;f Ntz;Lk;.  

My medal haul continued after my marriage, putting an 

end to speculation among my family and friends around 

that particular topic. I retained the world title in the Third 

World Women’s Boxing Championships at Podolsk in 

Russia, in 2005. Sarita, who had won the bronze, and I 

were given a hero’s welcome at the Imphal airport. We 

were taken to the Bhagyachandra Open Air Theatre, 

where a grand reception was organised. 

vd;Dila jpUkzj;jpw;Fg; gpwF vdJ gjf;fk; 

njhlhe;jJ. me;j Fwpg;gpl;l tp\aj;ijr; Rw;wp vd; 

FLk;gj;jpdUf;Fk; ez;gh;fSf;Fk; Cfpf;f 

Kbe;jJ. ehd; u\;ahtpy; NghNlhy;];fpy; %d;whk; 

cyf kfsph; Fj;Jr; rz;il rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; cyf 

gl;lj;ijj; jf;f itj;Jf; nfhz;Nld;. 2005 Mk; 

Mz;by; ntz;fyj;ij ntd;w rhpjhTk;> ehDk; 

,k;ghy; tpkhd epiyaj;jpy; xU ebfdpd; 

tuNtw;igg; ngw;Nwhk;. ‘ghf;fpar;re;jpuh’ jpwe;j 

ntsp jpiuauq;fpw;F ehq;fs; mioj;Jr; 

nry;yg;gl;Nlhk;. mq;F xU tuNtw;G Vw;ghL 

nra;ag;gl;bUe;jJ. 

I’d had a good run from 2001 to 2004. I won several 

golds: all the Senior Women’s Boxing Championships; 

the 2nd Women’s Boxing Championships, 2002; the 2nd 

Asian Women’s Boxing Championships at Hisar in 

2003; and the Witch Cup Boxing Championships at 

Paes, Hungary. In spite of this, when I got married, 

everybody was doubtful that my medal hauls would 

continue. But after the wedding, I participated in and 

ehd; 2001 ,y; ,Ue;J 2004 tiu gy N[hbfspy; 

ntw;wp ngw;Nwd;. ehd; gy jq;fq;fis ntd;Nwd;. 

%j;j kfsph; Fj;Jr; rz;il rhk;gpad;fs;> 2tJ 

kfsph; Fj;Jr; rz;il rhk;gpad;\pg;> 2002> 2003 

Mk; Mz;by; `p]hhpy; 2tJ Mrpa kfsph; Fj;Jr; 

rz;il rhk;gpad;\pg; kw;Wk; `q;NfhpapYs;s 

gha]pd; ];tpl;r; Nfhg;ig Fj;Jr; rz;il 

rhk;gpad;\pg; Nghd;wit ,jpy; Fwpg;gplj;jf;fit. 
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won a gold in the Third and Fourth World Women’s 

Boxing Championships in October 2005 and November 

2006. 

,JNghy;> ehd; jpUkzk; nra;J nfhz;l NghJ 

vd;dhy; gjf;fj;ijj; njhlu KbAkh vd;w 

re;Njfk; midtUf;Fk; ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; 

jpUkzj;jpw;Fg; gpwF> mf;Nlhgh; 2005 kw;Wk; 

etk;gh; 2006 ,y; ehd; %d;whk; kw;Wk; ehd;fhk; 

cyf kfsph; rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; jq;fk; ntd;Nwd;. 

There were a number of other international level champi- 

onships, in Taiwan, Vietnam, Denmark and so on. But it 

was retaining my world title in 2006 by defeating Steluta 

Duta of Romania 22-7 at the Fourth World 

Championships in New Delhi that I consider one of my 

greatest achieve- ments. It is probably the most 

memorable for me because I was able to win at home. 

The other Indian boxers also performed exceptionally 

well. India won four golds, one silver and three bronzes, 

and our team won the overall title. With this hat-trick of 

World Championship wins, the media christened me 

‘Queen of Boxing’ and ‘Magnificent Mary’. 

ijthd;> tpal;ehk;> nld;khh;f; Nghd;w gy rh;tNjr 

epiy kl;l rhk;gpad;fs; gy ,Ue;jd. 2006 Mk; 

Mz;by; GJjpy;yp ehd;fhtJ cyf 

rhk;gpad;\pg;gpy; UNkdpahtpy; ];nlY}lh^lhit 

22-7 vd;w fzf;fpy; Njhw;fbj;jjd; %yk; vdJ 

cyf rhk;gpad;\pg; gl;lj;ijj; jf;f itj;Jf; 

nfhz;Nld;. ,JNt vd; kpfg;nghpa rhjidahff; 

fUJfpNwd;. ehd; ve;jtpj gapw;rpAk; 

Nkw;nfhs;shky; tPl;by; ,Ue;jgbNa ntw;wp ngw 

Kbe;jjhy;> ,J vdf;F kpfTk; kwf;f Kbahj 

xd;whFk;. kw;w ,e;jpa Fj;Jr; rz;il tPuh;fSk; 

rpwg;ghf tpisahbdh;. ,e;jpah ehd;F jq;fk;> xU 

nts;sp> %d;W ntz;fyg; gjf;fq;fis ntd;wJ. 

vq;fs; mzp xl;L nkhj;j gl;lj;ij ntd;wJ. ,e;j 

%d;W Kiw njhlh; rhjid %yk; cyf 

rhk;gpad;\pg;igf; ifg;gw;wpNdhk;. Clfq;fs; 

vd;id ‘Fj;Jr; rz;il uhzp” kw;Wk; ‘mw;Gjkhd 

Nkhp” vd ngah; R+l;bdhh;fs;. 

 

 
1. accustomed  –  familiar –  gof;fg;gl;l 

2. adulation  –  appreciation –  ghuhl;L / Kf];Jjp 

3. appetite  –  hunger –  grp 

4. category  –  a class or division –  gphpT 

5. christened  –  named –  ngah;R+l;Ljy; 

6. complex  –  difficult –  rpf;fyhd 

7. confined  –  cramped –  milf;fg;gl;l 

8. consoled  –  cheered –  MWjy; mspj;jy; 

9. convicton  –  firm gain or belief –  jplkhd ek;gpf;if 

10. enormously  –  highly –  kpfg;nghpa 

11. etched  –  imprinted –  gjpf;fg;ngw;w 

12. excemptionally  –  outstandingly –  Kidg;ghd Kiwapy; 

13. excerpt  –  a short extract from a writing –  Gj;jfk; Kjypatw;wpypUe;J  

vLj;jhsg;gl;l gFjp 

14. felicitation  –  congratulatory address –  ghuhl;Liu 

15. haul  –  taking a collection –  jpul;Ljy; 

16. inferior  –  lower in status –  jho;;thd 
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17. Jetlag  

 

–  a tired and anplesant feeling, a person experience 

following a long flight journey through different 

time zones 

–  tpkhd gazj;jpy; Vw;gLk; gy 

cghijfs; 

18. lauded  –  appreciated –  ghuhl;Ljy; 

19. opponent  –  someone who competes with –  vjpuhf tpisahLgth; 

20. palate  –  sense of taste –  Rit 

21. princely  –  very large –  nghpa mstpy; 

22. probably  –  likely; perhaps –  mNefkhf 

23. relieved  –  eased –  epk;kjpahf 

24. retained  –  held ; withheld –  jf;fitj;jy; 

25. sate  –  satisfy –  njtpl;Lk; mstpy; 

26. speculation  –  guess –  A+fk; 

27. steady  –  fixed –  epiyahf 

28. vanished  –  disappeared –  kiwe;JtpLjy; 

 

 
1. princely  –  very large –  mjpfkhd 

2. jet lag  

 

–  a tired and unpleasant feeling, a person 

experiences, following a long flight 

through different time zones 

–  tpkhd gazj;jpy; Vw;gLk; Nrhh;T 

3. appetite  –  hunger –  grp 

4. lauded  –  appreciated –  ghuhl;baJ 

5. conviction  –  firm faith or belief –  cWjpahd ek;gpf;if 

6. sate  –  satisfy –  njspT> jpUg;jp 

7. palate  –  sense of taste –  Rit czh;T 

8. felicitation  –  congratulatory address –  ghuhl;L 

9. adulation  –  appreciation –  ghuhl;Ljy; 

10. etched  –  imprinted –  nghwpf;fg;gl;Ls;s 

11. speculation  –  guess –  A+fk; 

12. haul  –  taking a collection –  jpul;Ljy; 

 

 

 Word Synonyms jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

1. excerpt  -  piece taken from a book, select, choose, take out -  xU gFjp 

2. princely  -  huge -  Mlk;guk; 

3. relieved  -  mitigated, eased, alleviated -  tpLtpf;fg;gl;l 

4. confined  -  unfree, rstricted, limited -  FWfpa msT 

5. arena  -  enclosed area used for sports, political sphere -  ,lk; 

6. enormously  -  hugely, tremendously, staggeringly -  mjpfkhf 
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7. weighing  -  consideration, think, deliberation -  Vw;Wf;nfhs;Sjy; 

8. opponent  -  contestant -  vjpuhsp 

9. vanished  -  disappeared, non existent -  kiwe;j 

10. competed  -  taking part, accomplish -  gq;Nfw;G 

11. unbeatable  -  unconquerable, invincible -  tPo;j;j Kbahj 

12. accustomed  -  usual, habitual -  gof;fg;gl;l 

13. consoled  -  expurgated -  Mw;Wjy; 

14. disappointed  -  frustrated, foiled, unsuccessful -  tUj;jg;gLjy; 

15. felicitation  -  speech act -  Vw;Giu 

16. adulation  -  flattery -  Gfo;jy; 

17. etched  -  carved, inscribed -  Mirg;gLjy; 

18. tend  -  incline, suffer, run -  ghjpf;fg;gl;l 

19. retained  -  maintained, preserved -  ghJfhj;jy; 

20. defeating  -  win a victory, unsuccessful -  Njhw;Wg; Nghjy; 

21. exceptionally  -  unacceptable -  Vw;f Kbahj 

22. christened  -  baptised -  Qhd];jhdk; 

23. hat-trick  -  the scoring of three goals by one player in one game -  %d;W Kiw njhlh;e;J 

Gs;sp itj;jy; 

 

 

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 

excerpt X  include, record, add princely X  poor, vulgar, low class 

relieved X  unmitigated confined X  free, unconfined, unrestricted 

weighing X  tactlessness opponent X  unthreatening, peaceful 

vanished X  existent competed X  begin, broken 

unbeatable X  beatable, vincible, conquerable accustomed X  unusal, uncommon, new 

consoled X  uncensored disappointed X  successful, productive 

felicitation X  disagreement etched X  uncarved, uncut, simple 

tend X  disagree, distrust retained X  destroyed, gone 

defeating X  successful exeptionally X  acceptable, satisfactory 

christened X  domobilized   

 
 
 

 

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 

amateur X  professional compulsory X  optional 

traditional X  modern expensive X  invaluable 

hopeful X  hopeless accepted X  replusive 
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2) Based on your reading of the text answer the following questions in two to three sentences each.  

(Text Page - 38) 

a) How did Mary Kom manage to get financial support for her trip to the USA? 

 Mary Kom’s father arranged Rs. 2000 and two MP’s donated Rs. 3000 and Rs. 5000. Thus she 

managed to get financial support for her trip to the USA. 
b) Why did Mary Kom think that she should not return empty handed? 

 Mary Kom thought that she has money in her pocket by the other’s help. So she thought that she could 

not come back empty handed. 
c) What was her first impression of America? 

 Mary Kom thought that things were very expensive. The people were very nice too.  
d) Why did she call herself ‘lucky’? 

 Mary Kom was tired and suffering from jet lag. She did not have any match on that day. So, she 

called herself as lucky. 
e) According to Mary Kom, what was the reason for her losing in the finals? 

 The main reason was her loss of appetite. There, she did not take usual food. She started to lose 

weight. Before her finals, she was only 46kg. So, she lose in the finals. 
f) What made her feel confident about the competitive players? Explain. 

 Mary Kom was fortunate but some of the team-mates were not so lucky. She competed in the 48kg 

in this championship and was even hopeful of winning the gold. The boxers were not unbeatable as 

she had though tearlier. 
g) What difficulty did she experience while eating Chinese food? 

 In China, they were given chopsticks to eat their meal. Her teamamates asked for spoons but she 

tried to manage with the sticks. She really enjoyed chinese food. 
h) How was she felicitated on her return to India? 

 On her return, Delhi gave her a warm welcome at the airport. In Imphal, she was greeted with 

garlands and drumbeats and dancing. A felicitation programme was held in Langol. Then organized 

a grand reception. 
i) What did she consider her greatest achievement? Why? 

 Mary Kom was retaining her world title by defeating Steluta Duta of Romania in 2006. She 

considered that as her greatest achievement. Because, she was able to win at home. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Note : Chopsticks - rPdh;fs; czT cz;z gad;gLj;Jk; garlands - kyh; khiyfs; felicitation prgramme - 

ghuhl;L tpoh Warm welcome - rpwg;ghd tuNtw;G completed - Nghl;bapy; gq;F ngWjy; spoons - fuz;b 

empty handed - ntWq;ifAld; appetite - grp expensive - tpiyAah;e;j financial support - gz cjtp trip - 

gazk; jet lag - gaz fisg;G donated - ed;nfhil 
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1) What inspired Mary Kom to write an autobiography?  

 The story of Mary Kom is the same as that of thousands of women in this country. The reason she 

decided to put down her life on paper is so that she could inspire and motivate others to never lose 

hope and fight for their dreams. If she can achieve success, then anyone can. This book is also a 

celebration of the Indian woman and the day-to-day struggles we have to face and overcome on a 

daily basis. 

2) What are some of Mary Kom’s favorite childhood memories? 

 Mary Kom loved playing in the fields back home and racing with her fellow students on the way to 

school. Looking back. She realized that belonging to the family of a laborer actually helped to prepare 

her body for boxing. There were many times when her family didn't have enough food or warm 

clothing to go around. All this made her physically as well as emotionally tough. 

3) What has been the sweetest reward in the life of Mary Kom? 

 There have been two- the first was winning an Olympic medal and the second is her husband, Onler, 

who has provided constant support and is her emotional anchor. She had to wait a long time to 

achieve success in her professional and personal life but the wait was certainly worth of it. 

4) Describe briefly the achievements of Mary Kom in the field of boxing. 

 Mary made her international debut at the first AIBA Women's World Boxing Championship held in 

the United States, where she bagged a silver medal in the 48 kg weight category. Subsequently, she 

won a gold medal in the 45 kg class at the second AIBA Women's World Boxing Championship in 

Turkey in 2002. Kom has total 5 world boxing championship titles in her name. 

5) List out the awards got by Mary Kom. 

 The government of India had awarded her with the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award in 2009, 

which is the country’s highest award given to a sportsman. 

 She also received the Arjuna Award in 2003 and Padma Shree Award in 2006. 

 She was also appointed the International Boxing Association’s Ambassador for Women’s Boxing 

in 2009. 

 

 
3. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 100-150 words each. (Text Page - 39) 

a) Describe Mary Kom’s personal experiences during her first International Championship match from 

the time of selection to winning the medal. 

  Mary Kom was selected in the 48 Kg category for the International Boxing Association in 

Pennsylvania, USA in November-December 2001. Her father managed to collect two thousand rupees. 

She thought that it was not enough to her trip. So her friend Onler arranged totally eight thousand rupees 

from two M.P’s. She relieved that she could not come back empty handed. In Pennsylvania, they were the 

last team to arrive. So, they went straight the sporting arena from the airport. She was very tired because of 
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long travel. She didn't have any match on that day. But, some of the teammate were not so lucky as her 

because they had match the took part in 48Kg in the championship. She reached the finals but lost to Hula 

Sahin of Turkey. She thought that her loss of appetite was the main reason to lost the match. She couldn't 

ate her usual food and started to lose weight. 

b) Lack of adequate financial resources and sponsorships often affect sportspersons. How is this evident 

from Mary Kom’s life? 

  When she started her career, she suffered a lot because of financial lack of money. So many sports 

persons faced this as their major problem. Because of this, they may lose their entire sports life. But, Mary 

Kom came over that and succeed in her sports life. For her International Boxing Association, she didn't 

have enough money to travel to America. Then, she was helped by two MPs by her friend Onler. Then, 

she reached the finals. In the quarter final, she defeated Nadia Hokmi of Poland. In semi-final, she 

defeated Jamie Behal of Canada. She reached the finals. But, she lost to Hula Sahin of Turkey. Because of 

her loss of appetite. She competed 48 Kg championship. When she reached the finals, she became 46 Kg. 

She didn't take usual food there. This caused her to lose. 

c) Why was Mary Kom named the ‘Queen of Boxing’ and ‘Magnificent Mary?” 

  Mary Kom faced vehement opposition initial from her family as boxing was not a 'Women's sport'. In 

her first tournament, she won silver at the 2001 Women's World Amateur Boxing Championship. She was 

the only female boxer from India to take part in the 2012 London Games and won a bronze medal. After 

she had two children, she returned to the ring and was even more successful with her punches. To help to 

promote the sport and create future champions, she started MC Mary Kom Boxing Academy in her home 

state of Manipur. She had the reputation of always saying sorry to her opponents if she injured them. Even 

her parents were farmers, she succeeded in sports. Inspite of getting married, she competed in the 

tournaments of won a gold in Third of Fourth World Women's Boxing championships in October 2005 

and November 2006. With the hat-trick of World Championship won, she was commonly called as 'Queen 

of Boxing' and ‘Magnificent Mary’. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Kom hailed from a poor family. She took interest in Boxing. She pursued the same with great 

difficulty. She participated in the women Boxing championship in USA 2001. She won a Silver medal. 

She found the life at USA very harsh due to the new climate. The greatest disadvantage for her was loss 

of appetite. She lost weight too.  

During her career, she travelled widely. She liked Chinese food. She has given a warm reception of 

Delhi on her return. She expressed her desire to win the gold for the nation. She was also gave in some 
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prize money after her win. It helped her to end her financial problems. She was offered the post of a Sub 

Inspector of Police. She continued her sports career even after her marriage. She retained the third world 

women's Boxing championship.  

She had a good run from 2001 to 2004. After wedding she won a gold at the third and fourth world 

women's Boxing championships in 2005 and 2006. She won a hot-trick of world championship wins and 

her christened “Queen of Boxing” and “Magnificient Mary”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

This lesson ‘Queen of Boxing’ is taken from M.C. Mary Kom’s autobiography ‘Unbreakable’. Mary 

Kom was selected in the 48kg category for boxing. But she did not have money to go to America. Her 

father managed to collect only Rs. 2000. Two MP’s donated Rs. 2000 and Rs. 3000. Because of these 

efforts Mary kom decided not to come back empty handed. She won her first international medal. She 

also started believing that she could face any one in the ring. After getting the prize money and Govt job 

put an end to her financial problems. After wedding, her medal haul continued. She won a hot-trick of 

world championship. The media named her. “Queen of Boxing” and “Magnificent Mary”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 

Topic  :  The Queen of Boxing 

Author:  M.C. Mary Kom 

Genre  :  Autobiography 

Theme :  Perseverance and Determination 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Topic  :  The Queen of Boxing 

Author:  M.C. Mary Kom 

Genre  :  Autobiography 

Theme :  Perseverance and Determination 

 Mary Kom is an Indian woman boxer. 

 She got six time championships. 

 At first she went to Pennsylvania with the help of funds from various sources. 

 She got a Government job. 

 She succeeded due to hardwork. 

 She was named as “Magnificient Mary” and “Queen of Boxing” by Media. 
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A) Abbreviations:  

 Note the abbreviation used in the following 

sentence taken from the lesson ‘The Queen of 

Boxing’. “In the quarter-final, I defeated Nadia 

Hokmi of Poland by RSC.” Here, the expansion of 

RSC is Referee Stopped Contest. 

Look at the other abbreviations used in the lesson. 

USA – United States of America 

AIBA – Association Internationale de Boxe Amateur 

Write the expanded forms of the following abbrevia-

tions we commonly come across in our daily life. 

1) IELTS  -  International English Language Test 

      System 

2) GST   -  Goods and Services Tax 

3) TNPSC  -  Tamil Nadu Public Service  

      Commission 

4) STD   -  Subscriber Trunk Dialling 

5) ISD   -  International Subscriber Dialling 

6) MBA  -  Master of Business Administration 

7) MHRD  -  Ministery of Human Resource  

     Development 

8) GPS   -  Global Positioning System 

9) NSS   -  National Service Scheme 

10) PTA  -  Parent-Teacher Association 

11) NGO  -  Non-Governmental Organisation 

12) ICU  -  Intensive Care Unit 

13) IIM  -  Indian Institute of Mangaement 

14) MRI  -  Magnetic Resonance Imaging 

15) ECG  -  Electro-cardio gram 

16) NCC  -  National Cadet Corps 

17) LED  -  Light Emitting Diode 

18) CPU  -  Central Processing Unit 

19) CBSE -  Central Board of Secondary  

      Education 

20) GDP  -  Gross Domestic Product 

21) LCD  -  Liquid Crystal Display 

22) NRI  -  Non-Resident Indian 

23) IIT   -  Indian Institute of Technology 

24) ITI   -  Industrial Training Institute 

B) Note the underlined words in the sentences below. 

They are antonyms formed by adding prefixes 

‘un’ and ‘dis’ to the base words. 

 The boxers were not unbeatable as I had earlier 

thought. 

 The greatest disadvantage for me was my loss of 

appetite. 

 Now form the opposites of the words given below 

by prefixing ‘un’, ‘in’, ‘dis’, ‘ir’, ‘il’ appropriately.  

 fortunate - unfortunate respect - disrespect  

 rational - irrational direct - indirect  

 regular - irregular active - inactive  

 agree - disagree obedient - disobedient  

 continue - discontinue decent - indecent  

 legitimate - illegitimate regular - irregular  

 aware - unaware finite - infinite  

 necessary - unnecessary 

C) Idioms related to Sports 

1) throw in the towel - to give up 

2) in our corner - on your side in an argument or dispute 

3) on the ropes - state of near collapse or defeat 

4) below the belt - unfair or unsporting behavior 

5) square off - Prepare for a conflict. 

Listening Activity 

Read the questions based on the running 

commentary of a cricket match. Then, listen to the 

running commentary of the match read out by your 

teacher or played on the recorder and tick the right 

answers. 

i) Who faced the first ball in the 49th over?  

 a) Kulasekara  b) Yuvraj  

 c) Dhoni   d) Sachin  

ii) Which batsman hit a sixer?  

 a) Kulasekara  b) Bajji  

 c) Dhoni   d) Yuvraj  

iii) Where was the match held?  

 a) Chennai   b) Delhi  

 c) Calcutta   d) Mumbai  

iv) Who were popularly called ‘The Finishers’?  

 a) Dhoni and Yuvaraj   b) Bajji and Malinga  

 c) Gambhir and Yuvaraj d) Perara and Malinga  

v) How many runs did India need to win the match 

in the last four overs?  

 a) 30   b) 21  

 c) 37   d) 27  
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ii) Choose the correct option. 

1) A contact sport usually involves a _______ contact 

between players.  

 a) violent  b) gentle  c) physical  

2) Kabbadi is a game played between __________.  

 a) seven teams of two players  

 b) two teams of seven players  

 c) four teams of seven players  

3) A single ___________.  

 a) player on offence is referred to as a raider  

 b) offence is referred to as a raider.  

 c) raider is an offence by the player. 

Grammar 

A) Choose the correct word to complete the 

following sentences. 

1) We are not completely sure but Kishore May come 

back tomorrow. 

2) When Koushik was a child, he used to play in the 

street. 

3) May I have some more juice, please? 

4) We can / need need not paint this room now. 

5) I would rather request you to check my exercise be-

fore giving it to the teacher. 

6) May / Can / Shall I use your mobile phone ? It's an 

emergency. 

7) In schools, students must wear uniform. It is 

compulsory. 

8) The voyagers did not dare to drop anchor at the un-

known island. 

9) Thou shall have your neighbour. 

10) The Manager can not excuse you, if you fail to 

complete your assignment today. 

11) Helen jotted down the important points lest she 

would forget it. 

12) You can never retain me against my wishes. 

13) Being a Monday, the shops will not be crowded to-

day. 

14) I would admit my fault, if I were you. 

15) The groom must certainly be over 30 years of age. 

16) My brother will go abroad to pursue his higher 

studies next year. 

17) It’s not that urgent. You can take your own time. 

18) There is a lot of time left, so you need not be panic. 

19) Can/May/Shall I turn on the fan, please? 

20) I can not believe my eyes. Is Santhosh the one who 

is standing over there? 

21) Dinesh must be the richest person in the village. He 

has just bought two luxury cars. 

22. Nirmala used to write perfectly when she was 

seven. 

B) Complete the summary of the poem by filling in 

the blanks with the words given below.  

The poet, in a relaxed state of mind, is sitting in a 

(1) grove. He reflects on how his mood brings (2) 

pleasant thoughts, which are inevitably followed by 

sorrowful ones. He feels conected to all of nature, and 

senses an inherent joy in all (4) creations. He has faith 

in the fact that all the primroses and periwinkles around 

him (5) savour the air they breathe. He feels that every 

bird in the grove moves with (6) ecsatsy. As the twigs 

catch the breezy air, they do so with the same pleasure 

(7) pervading all life on earth. This joy of nature seems 

to be heaven-sent. Nature's holy plan is to offer joy and 

peace to all forms of life on earth. The poet's pleasant 

train of thought slowly leads to the sad reflection of 

how mankind alone has wrought sorrow and (8) 

suffering upon itself. He firmly believes that man is 

meant to spend his days blissfully taking part in the 

vitality and joy surrounding him in(9) abundance. He 

therefore concludes rhetorically, emphasizing that he 

has good reason to (10) lament the distress, man 

unnecessarily brings upon himself. 

c) Read the following passage adapted from ‘Three 

Men in a Boat’ and fill in the blanks with 

appropriate modals and read the paragraph 

aloud.  

I thought I will go to British Museum today to read 

the treatment for some slight ailment of which I had a 

touch. I could read all I wanted to read and then felt I 

should begin to study diseases. I started to generally 

turn the leaves idly.  

I came to typhoid fever, read the symptoms and 

discovered I may be having it for months without 

knowing it. Cholera, I had severe complications. 

Diphtheria, I must have been born with. I was relieved 

to find that Bright’s disease, I had only in a modified 

form as so far as that was concerned, I would live for 

years. The only disease I could conclude I had not got 

was a housemaid’s knee. I sat and pondered. I tried to 
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feel my heart. I could (not feel) my heart. I walked into 

the reading room as a happy healthy man but crawled 

out as a decrepit wreck. 

Prepositions 

Sometimes, a sentence can end with a 

preposition.Read the sentences given below. 

1) This seat is not very comfortable to sit _________.  

      Ans: on 

2) My father gave me some pictures to look _________. 

     Ans: at 

3) Was it worth waiting _________?  Ans: for 

A) Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with 

appropriate prepositions. 

(i) In case of difficulty, you should refer to a dictionary 

and then respond to the question. 

(ii) The clothes that he has put on are very impressive. 

He is going to his hometown to pay homage to the 

village head. 

(iii) The nearest hospital in this place is at a distance of 

twenty kilometers. You can reach it either by car or 

by a bicycle. 

B) Complete the following paragraph by 

filling in the blanks with suitable 

prepositions and read the paragraph 

aloud for better understanding of the use 

of prepositions.  

Mr. Beek of New Jersey has invented a floating 

life-preserver, which gives complete protection to 

people who have been shipwrecked. The upper section 

is large enough for the wearer to be able to move his 

head and arms up, and a month's supply of food and 

drinking water can also be stored in it. The cover can be 

closed in rough weather, and the wearer can see 

through the window in the front, and breathe into a 

curved pipe. The life preserver is made of water proof 

cloth attached to circular metal tubes, which protect the 

wearer against sharp rocks and hungry fish. 

C) Fill in the blanks in the following 

sentences, using prepositions if 

necessary. 

(i) The new machines are quite different from the old 

ones. They are able to work at a much faster pace, a 

substantially reduced risk for the environment. 

(ii) The students discussed the problem among 

themselves. However, they did not arrive at any 

conclusion. They went to their class teacher and 

discussed with her. She gave a solution for it and 

they were happy. 

D) Do you know what happened to the 

Titanic, the largest ship to sail then? She 

hit an iceberg and sank into the Atlantic 

Ocean. Now choose the right word and 

complete the paragraph. Read the para-

graph aloud.  

The wreck of (up/of) the RMS Titanic lies at ( 

in/at) a depth of above (about/ above) 12,500 feet about 

370 miles south east off (of/off) the coast of New-

foundland. It lies in (in/on) two main pieces about a 

third (6) of (of/off) a mile apart. The bow is still largely 

recognizable with (with/ within) many preserved 

interiors, despite the damage it sustained hitting the sea 

floor. A debris field of (of/for) the wreck contains 

thousands of (on/ of) items spilled from (from/of) the 

ship as it sank. She sank in (in/at) the year 1912. 

E) Solve the crossword using the clues given 

on page 54. 

    
Across 

2. We fought against the measure. (7) 

7. The cat jumped onto the table. (4) 

9. The cat climbed up the tree. (2) 

10. My story is shorter than yours. (4) 

11. Cats are unlike dogs. (6) 

13. Put the cookie in the jar. (2) 

14. Let’s walk through the park. (7) 

16. The vegetables were planted behind the apple tree. 

(6) 

17. Banu sings like a bird. (4) 

18. My story is about my pets. (5) 

19. Subash is the president of our class. (2) 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 430 

 
 

PENGUIN 35  XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com             www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972  To order on the internet :     
                              https://penguinbooks.in/product/11th-penguin-english-main-book/ 
 

20. We live by the river. (2) 

21. Let’s walk upto class together. (4)  

22. The bank is opposite the park. (8) 

23. We live within the city limits. (6)  

25. I saw John waving above the crowd. (5) 

28. I am more cautious since the fall. (5)  

29. I have a present for you. (3) 

31. We strolled along the river. (5)  

32. He ran between us. (7) 

33. The leaves had collected beneath the trees. (7) 

Down 

1. I put the book upon the table. (4)  

2. Please treat us as equals. (2) 

3. Desert will be served after dinner. (5) 

4. My house is near the school. (4) 

5. We walked to the store. (2)  

6. No eating during class. (6) 

8. The book fell off my desk. (3)  

11. I will not leave until the speech is finished. (5) 

12. The store is open everyday but Sunday. (3)  

15. The dog is outside the house. (7) 

16. The cat is hiding below my bed. (5)  

19. The cat jumped over the dog. (4) 

20. He is hiding behind the bookcase. (6)  

22. Dinner is on the table. (2) 

24. I put my hands inside my Pockets. (6)  

26. We will eat before the play. (6) 

27. The cat is sleeping under the bed. (5)  

29. This letter is from my aunt. (4) 

30. We ran past the other kids. (4) 
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Gabriel Okara (born 1921)

trans- lated into several languages.

best award for Literature at the Nigerian Festival of Arts in 1953. Some of his 

poems were published in the influential periodical Black Orpheus, and by 1960 he 

established himself as an accomplished 

Commonwealth Poetry Award. 

to moments of delight and moves back 

infused African thought, folklore, and imagery into both his verse and prose. His 

first novel, The Voice, is an outstanding

include a collection of poems The Fisherman’s Invocation (1978)

children, Little Snake and Little

(1992). 

Poem by Gabriel Okara-

Nigerian Poet 

Teeth of a Snake - Fangs 
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1921) is a Nigerian poet and novelist. His verse has been

languages. His poem The Call of the River Nun won the 

for Literature at the Nigerian Festival of Arts in 1953. Some of his 

poems were published in the influential periodical Black Orpheus, and by 1960 he 

established himself as an accomplished writer. He was honoured with the 

Award. Okara’s typical poem transits from everyday reality 

to moments of delight and moves back to reality, making a complete circle. Okara 

infused African thought, folklore, and imagery into both his verse and prose. His 

is an outstanding linguistic experiment. His later works 

include a collection of poems The Fisherman’s Invocation (1978) and two books for

Little Frog (1981) and An Adventure to Juju Island 
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Modern people sly, 

cunning 

Once upon a Time 

Gabriel Okara 
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Once Upon A Time is about a father teaching his son regarding the dangers of fake friends and how times have 

changed. This infers that it used to happen by the use of the word, ‘now’ because it shows that in the present tense it 

doesn’t happen anymore because they’ve grown up. The poet also signifies an emotion of disappointment and that he 

wished he had learned earlier on how to put on a fake smile and deal with people that don’t want to be his friend. The 

main speaker in the poem regrets about a time in the speakers’ life when people were sincere and caring in their dealings. 

He speaks regretfully about the present time when people are not like before. He seems to feel that people have lost the 

innocence and openness which he now sees in his young son. He wants to regain that innocence. 

 

 

POEM ghly; 

Once upon a time, son 

They used to laugh with their 

hearts  

And laugh with their eyes: 

But now they only laugh with their 

teeth While their ice-block-cold eyes 

Search behind my shadow. 

Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy;> kfNd 

mth;fs; jq;fs; ,jaq;fshy; rphpj;jhh;fs; 

mth;fSila fz;fshy; rphpj;jhh;fs;; 

Mdhy; ,g;NghJ mth;fs; jq;fs; gw;fshy; kl;LNk 

rphpf;fpwhh;fs; 

mth;fspd; mah;e;J Nrhh;e;j fz;fs; 

,g;nghOJ vd; epoYf;F gpd;dhy; NjLfpd;wd. 

There was a time indeed 

They used to shake hands with their hearts  

But that’s gone, son 

Now they shake hands without hearts  

While their left hands search 

My empty pockets. 

cz;ikapy; xU fhyk; ,Ue;jJ 

mth;fs; jq;fs; kdjhu iffisf; FYf;Fthh;fs; 

Mdhy; mJ Ngha;tpl;lJ kfNd 

,g;NghJ mth;fs; kdkpy;yhky; iffisf; FYf;Ffpwhh;fs; 

mth;fs; nrd;w gpwF iffs; NjLtNjh 

vd;ntw;Wg; igfis. 

“Feel at home!”, “Come again”:  

They say, and when I come  

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice  

There will be no thrice - 

For then I find doors shut on me. 

cq;fs; tPl;by; ,Ug;gjhf czUq;fs;> kPz;Lk; thUq;fs; 

mth;fs; nrhy;fpwhh;fs;> 

ehd; kPz;Lk; 

tPl;bw;F tUk; NghJ czh;fpNwd;> 

xU ,U Kiw %d;whtJ Kiw ,y;iy 

mjd; gpd; vdf;F fjTfs; %bapUg;gijf; 

fz;Lnfhz;Nld; 

So I have learnt many things, son  

I have learned to wear many faces  

Like dresses – home face 

Office face, street face, host face 

Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles  

Like a fixed portrait smile. 

mjdhy; jhd; gy tp\aq;fisf; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld;> kfNd 

gyKfq;fis mzpa ehd; fw;Wf;nfhz;Nld; 

Milfisg; Nghy - Kfg;G Kfk; 

mYtyf Kfk;> njU Kfk;> tpUe;jpdh; Kfk; 

fyit Kfk;> mtw;wpd; midj;Jk; xj;j rphpg;Gfs; 

xU epiyahd cUtg;glj;jpd; Gd;difiag; Nghy 

And I have learned too 

To laugh with only my teeth 

And shake hands without my heart 

I have also learned to say “Goodbye”  

When I mean “Good-riddance”: 

ehd; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld;. 

vd; gw;fs; kl;Lk; rphpf;f Ntz;Lk;. 

kw;Wk; vd; kdk; ,y;yhky; if FYf;FfpNwd; 

ehd; tpilngw;Wf; nfhs;sTk; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld; 

ehd; ey;yij ePf;Fjy; vd;W nghUs; nfhz;Nld; 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 430 

 
 

PENGUIN 39 XI - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com             www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972  To order on the internet :     
                              https://penguinbooks.in/product/11th-penguin-english-main-book/ 
 

To say “Glad to meet you” 

Without being glad; and to say “It’s been Nice 

talking to you”, after being bored. 

cq;fis re;jpj;jjpy; kfpo;r;rp vd;W 

kfpo;r;rp ,y;yhky; nrhy;tJk; kw;Wk; 

cq;fSld; Ngrpajpy; kfpo;r;rp vd;W> 

rypg;gile;j gpwF nrhy;tijAk; fw;Wf; nfhz;Nld;. 

But believe me, son 

I want to be what I used to be 

When I was like you. I want 

To unlearn all these muting things 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror  

Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 

Mdhy; vd;id ek;G> kfNd 

ehd; vd;dthf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W tpUk;gpNdd; 

ehd; cq;fisg; Nghy; ,Ue;j NghJ> 

,e;j KZ KZg;G tp\aq;fis vy;yhtw;iwAk; 

myrpg;ghh;f;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W epidj;Njd; 

vy;yhtw;wpw;Fk; Nkyhf> Klf;ff;$ba tp\aq;fis ehd; 

fw;Wf; nfhs;s tpUk;gtpy;iy> 

ehd; kPz;Lk; fw;Wf; nfhs;s tpUk;GtJ vd;dntd;why;> 

fz;zhbapy; vd; rphpg;G vg;gb ,Uf;Fnkd;W vd; rphpg;G 

xU ghk;gpd; ntWikahd gw;fisg; Nghy kl;LNk 

fhl;LfpwJ! 

So show me, son 

How to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

Once upon a time when I was like you. 

mjdhy; kfNd> vd;dplk; fhl;L> 

vg;gb rphpf;f vd;W; vdf;F fhl;L 

ehd; rphpf;fTk; rphpf;f itf;fTk; vg;gb gad;gLj;jpNdd; 

vd;W 

Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy; ehd; cq;fisg; NghyNt ,Ue;Njd;. 

 

 
laugh with their teeth  –  to fake a laugh, laugh without 

associated emotions 

–  gw;fshy; kl;Lk; rphpj;jy; 

ice-block-cold eyes  –  eyes lacking a feeling of 

warmth or - endearing 

expression  

–  gdp njhFjp – Fsph;e;j fz;fs; 

search behind my shadow  –  people are hypocritical and they 

don’t mean what they say  

–  vd; epoYf;F gpd;dhy; NjLq;fs; 

While their left hands 

search my empty pockets  

–  evaluating the narrator’s worth 

and power or calculating how 

he could be exploited 

–  mth;fsJ ,lJ iffs; vdJ ntw;W 

ghf;nfl;Lfis NjLk; NghJ 

cocktail face  –  face showing mixed emotions –  czh;Tfs; epiwe;j Kfk; 

conforming smiles like a 

fixed portrait smile  

 

–  wearing a standard deceitful  

artificial smile  on all occasions 

–  rphpg;Gfs; xU epiyahd 

cUtg;glj;jpd;  

Gd;dif Nghy; ,Ue;jJ 

good-riddance  –  expression of relief at being free 

of an unwanted person 

–  ey;y Kl;lhs;jdk; 

fangs  –  teeth of a venomous snake, used 

to inject poison 

–  er;Rg;gw;fs; 
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Refers Means 

they modern people laugh with their teeth to take a laugh 

son poet's son 
ice-block cold eyes eyes lacking a feeling of 

warmth 

their modern people search behind my 

shadow 

people one hypo-critical 

I, me, my the poet cocktail face face showing mixed 

emotions. 

stanza - 5 you modern people good riddance expression of relief 

stanza - 6, 7 you poet's son fangs teeth of a venemous snake. 

 

Poem lines Figures of Speech 

Once upon a time, son 

They used to laugh with their hearts 

And laugh with their eyes; 

But now they only laugh with their teeth 

While their ice-block-cold eyes 

Search behind my shadow 

Figure of speech : Metaphor (Line 5) 

Alliteration : they, their (Line 4) 

Appreciation : laugh with their hearts means laugh 

with whole heartedness and emotions 

 

There was a time indeed 

They used to shake hands with their hearts 

But that’s gone, son 

Now they shake hands without hearts 

While their left hands search 

My empty pockets 

Alliteration : hands, hearts (line 4) 

 

 

“Feel at home!”, “Come again”:  

They say, and when I come  

Again and feel 

At home, once, twice  

There will be no thrice - 

For then I find doors shut on me. 

Poetic Device: Sarcasm (Line 1) 

Appreciation : doors shut means that they ignore 

the poet. 

 

 

So I have learnt many things, son  

I have learned to wear many faces  

Like dresses – home face 

Office face, street face, host face 

Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles  

Like a fixed portrait smile. 

Figure of Speech: Simile (Line 3)  

                               Simile (Line 6) 

Poetic device : Repetition or Refrain (Line 4) 

Appreciation : to wear many faces stand for the 

different ways of behaviour 

 

And I have learned too 

To laugh with only my teeth 

And shake hands without my heart 

I have also learned to say “Goodbye”  

When I mean “Good-riddance”: 

To say “Glad to meet you” 

Alliteration: hands , heart (Line 3) 

Appreciation: good riddance is a feeling of relief 

 

APPRICIATION OF THE POEM 
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Without being glad; and to say “It’s been  

Nice talking to you”, after being bored. 

But believe me, son 

I want to be what I used to be 

When I was like you. I want 

To unlearn all these muting things 

Most of all, I want to relearn 

How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror  

Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs 

So show me, son 

How to laugh; show me how 

I used to laugh and smile 

Once upon a time when I was like you. 

Figure of speech : Simile (Line 3) 

                               Simile ( Line 7)  

                               Simile ( Line 11) 

Alliteration : But, believe (Line 3) want, what (line 

4), When, was (Line 5) So, show (Line 10) 

Appreciation questions: muting things – the poet’s 

real emotions which were silenced in stages 

 

 

 

2 MARKS QUESTIONS 

1) Based on your understanding of the poem answer the following questions in one or two sentences each: 

(Text Page - 23) 

i) What do you associate with the title of the poem?  

 Yes, the title of the poem rings a bell of ones past. It unwinds our pleasant childhood memories. 

ii) What is the relationship between the narrator and the listener?  

 The narrator is the father of the listener. 

iii) What happens to the poet when he visits someone for the third time?  

 When the poet visits someone for the third time the door is shut. 

iv) Pick out the expressions that indicate conflicting ideas.  

 Ice-block-gold eyes, shape hands with hearts, wearing faces, laugh with teeths. 

v) How does the poet compare his face with dresses?  

 The poet compares his face with dresses because he changes it often. 

vi) What does the poet mean when he says ‘good bye’?  

 The poet means good riddance when he says good-bye. 

vii) What does he desire to unlearn and relearn?  

 He desires to unlearn the modern practise and releases their old custom. 

viii) How is the poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror?  

 The poets laugh reflected as a snakes fangs in the mirror. 

ix) What does the poet long for?  

 The poet longs for his past childhood. 

x) Mention the qualities the child in the poem symbolises.  

 The qualities of the child are innocent, face, laugh, behaviour, shaking hands saying good-bye etc. 

2) Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the box given and complete the summary of the poem:  

 The poet Okara in this narrative monologue painfully condemns the (a)_______ displayed by adults, both in their 

words and actions. Here, a father laments to his son about the negative changes that creep into the attitude and 

behaviour of humans, when they grow into (b)______. He says that people used to be (c)_______ when they laugh 

and the honesty would be reflected in their eyes. But, people of modern times laugh (d)_______. Their handshakes 

used to be warm and happy conveying a sense of togetherness, but nowadays the handshakes have become a mere 

(e)______. He warns his son that people are not trust-worthy and have become so selfish that they are concerned 
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only about their own (f)_______ benefits. People utter words of welcome and exchange (g)________, but those 

words come only from the tip of their tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. Humans have learnt the art of 

changing their (h)_______expressions according to situations merely to ensure social acceptance. They 

wear(i)_______ and exhibit multiple faces. The narrator admits that he has also changed into a hypocrite. However, 

he tells his son that though he (j)______ his expressions, he does all these against his will. He says he wants to 

become a (k)______again and laugh genuinely. He wants to (l)______ the unreal things and (m)______how to laugh 

as he had done once upon a time. When he laughs before the (n)______, he sees no expression. His teeth are bare 

like that of the (o)______ of a snake. So, he asks his son to show him how to laugh the way he used to laugh, when 

he was a kid like him. 

Answer:  a) duplicity  b) adults  c) genuine  d) superficially   e) falsity  

   f) personal  g) pleasantries  h) facial  i) masks   j) fakes  

   k) child  l) unlearn  m) relearn  n) mirror   o) fangs 

3) A) Interpret each of the following expressions used in the poem, in one or two lines. 

i) laugh with their eyes  

 Eyes show the inner emotions whether a man is happy or sad ; true or false. 

ii) shake hands without hearts  

 Shaking hands without interest and just for a formality. 

iii) like a fixed portrait smile  

 Fixed portrait smile symbolizes a fixed feeling or emotions. Who change of mood or emotions. 

iv) hands search my empty pockets  

 While right hand is shaking the left hand scarches the empty pocket says that people shake hands or move friendly 

with people in return of something. 

v) to unlearn all these muting things  

 The poet wants to have all there muting or modern way for behaving with people which is totally aritificial. 

 

 
B) Read the lines given below and answer the 

questions that follow: 

i.  ‘But now they only laugh with their teeth, 

  While their ice-block –cold eyes…’ 

a) Who are ‘they’? 

 They refers to modern people. 

b) Explain ‘ice-block-cold eyes’. 

 Ice block cold eyes explain that eyes without 

any emotions or feelings. 

c) Identify the figure of speech used here. 

 The figure speech used here is a 'metaphor'. 

ii.  ‘Most of all, I want to relearn 

 How to laugh, for my life in the mirror 

 Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare 

fangs!’ 

 

a) Why does the poet want to relearn how to 

laugh? 

 Because now his laugh has become artificial. 

b) Whom does the poet want to relearn from? 

 From his son. 

c) Mention the figure of speech used here. 

  Similie. 

 
1) There was time indeed 

 They used to shake hands 

 with their hearts. 

 But that's gone. 

a) Who are they ? 

 They refers do the adults. 

b) How was the shake hand ? 

 The shake hand was full of warmth. 
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c) That's gone - Explain. 

 There is no warmth in the shake hands of the 

adults today. 

2)  I want to unlearn all these muting  

 things. 

a) Who wants to unlearn ? 

 The poet wants to unlearn. 

b) What are these muting things. 

 Muting things refer to the hypercylic behaviour 

of present day adults. 

3)  And I have learned too 

 to laugh with only my teat 

 And shake hands without my hearts. 

a) Who is speaking to whom ? 

 The narrator ios speaking to his young son. 

b) What did the speaker learn ? 

 The speaker too learn to laugh without heart in 

it and shake hands without warmth. 

 
Answer the following questions in about 100 – 150 words each: 

i) Explain the things the poet has learnt when he grew into an adult. 

  The poem is a conversation between a father and his son where the son does things with emotion and 

the father wants to forget his fake personality and re-learn and create real personalities from his son. And 

he is asking the son to show him how to express true love and show real personality to others. The author 

mentions that people used to laugh with their heart they used to laugh with their emotions, when they 

would laugh they would do it wholeheartedly and with warmth and they used to laugh with their eyes and 

show pleasure with them. And know they do it with only their teeth not with their heart, meaning they do 

not really want to laugh but do it just to get closer to you and with their darky gloomy cold eyes they 

watch you and wait for you from the corner of their eyes waiting for you to leave "search behind my 

shadow". In my opinion the words "they" refer to the white people who had invaded their country and 

influenced them with their culture. In this stanza the words "ice-block-cold eyes" is used these words 

emphasize the coldness and the inner hatred they have for you like they can freeze water with their gaze. 

These also make the poem feel a bit dark and cold and a slight bit sinister. 

ii) This poem is nothing but a criticism of modern life. Justify this statement. 

  ‘Once Upon A Time’ highlights the guilt and resentment an African man feels for himself to accept 

the culture of the westerners. He notices a marked change in the attitudes of his people. Those who were 

once so genuine, warm and sincere have now suddenly turned cold and hostile towards him.He realizes 

that the early values, which always existed in the African society like sincerity, good-natured ness, 

simplicity, wholeheartedness, hospitality, friendliness, originality, identity, uniqueness and overall 

satisfaction, have now faced a drastic, dramatic change. He finds himself behaving in the same way as 

those around him. He feels a great sense of guilt and self-loathing and thinks about how fake he has 

become losing his identity and donning different, the fixed expression for different occasions, an unnatural 

smile plastered across his face.  

  He confesses to his son that he does not like the person he has become and wants to change, and go 

back to the way he was before, in his childhood. He asks his son to help him go back to who he was, and 

get back his lost identity. He expresses a desire to unlearn whatever he has forced himself to learn, in order 

for him to gain his sense of self back. He asks his son to help him be happy once again and acquire the 

childlike innocence he once possessed as a child. 
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iii) Face is the index of the mind. Does this adage concur with the views of the poet? 

   The poet creates a contrast between “hearts” and “faces”. “Hearts” suggests deep, honest emotion. 

Thus, when people laughed or shook hands “with their hearts”, their emotions came from within. Now, 

however, they laugh “with their teeth”, not with their eyes. It is a cliché that the eyes are the windows of 

the soul, but they do let us see what a person might be really feeling. If someone laughs with their eyes, we 

can see their emotions. But teeth, which are hard, white, and expressionless, reveal nothing. And the 

people’s eyes have now become “ice-block-cold”, revealing no warmth. People are now dishonest (while 

shaking hands, they use the free hand to “search my empty pockets”) and insincere, saying things they do 

not mean. The speaker tells us that he has learnt to deal with this hard, insincere world by becoming just 

like all the other people; he too hides his real emotions and speaks words he clearly does not mean. He 

describes his behaviour in an interesting way, saying that he has learnt “to wear many faces / Like dresses” 

– like dresses, he changes his ‘face’, taking one off and exchanging it for something more suitable: 

“homeface / officeface / streetface” and so on. We can look at these faces as a series of masks or false 

faces, which show no real emotion. These faces, unlike hearts, are not sincere. But they are not the faces of 

evil people either. They are, in fact, the ‘social’ faces that everyone has to put on in order to deal with all 

the people they are likely to encounter in their lives. Most of us do wear different ‘faces’ – that is, we do 

behave differently – depending on whether we are at home or the office or school or a party. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In this poem the poet condemns the falsehood and hypocrisy exhibited by people in daily life. People 

wear different masks on their faces for different occasion and lead a life of duplicity. For this poem, a 

father describes to his son how false and fake the life is. He wants to releam genuine things from his son 

to live a life genuineness.  

People how laugh without involvement. There is no harmth in the laugh. The laugh and hand shake 

earlier were done with hearts. But now they are hypoertical. They don't mean what they say. When people 

shy come again. There is no sincerity. One will be entertained once or twice and later rejected. The father 

says that he has learnt to them different masks for different situation like office face, street face and 

cocktail face. His smile is like that in a portrait. It is lifeless. Thus human have learnt to change their 

expression according to the situation for social acceptance. None are genuine. When people say good bye, 

they mean good riddance. They say 'Glad to meet you' without being glad. Hence the father says that his 

entire life is fake and full of hypocrisy. He wants to releam the genuine laugh from his son as he did when 

he was a kid. 
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The poem “Once upon a time” written by Gabriel Okara a poet and novelist. Thsi is a very beautiful 

poem about poeple’s nature. He laments the negative change in the society. The people of modern times 

laughs outwardly. He says that the insincerity of the people in the social functions. They wear mask and 

show their multiple faces. He hates fake people. He wants to be real like people in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Explain the following lines with reference to the 

context: (Text page 24) 

i.  Once upon a time, son  

 They used to laugh with their eyes: 

Reference:  

 These lines are taken from the poem ‘Once Upon a 

Time’ written by Gabriel Okara 

Context:  

 This poem about a father teaching his son regarding 

the dangers of fake friends and how times have 

changed. 

AVERAGE PARAGRAPH 

 One upon a time, there were people who followed realism. 

 They shake hands. 

 They showed reality. 

 But now a days i.e. people of modern days lack reality. 

 The poet hated such fake people. 

 Modern people used to wear many faces like office face, street face etc. 

 The poet wanted those days. 

 He wanted to unlearn those muting things. 

Name of the poem  :  Once upon a Time 

Name of the poet  :  Gabriel okara 

Literature   :  Narration 

Theme    :  Fake Vs Reality 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Name of the poem  :  Once upon a Time 

Name of the poet  :  Gabriel okara 

Literature   :  Narration 

Theme    :  Fake Vs Reality 

ERC Clue words:  

 Ice-block-cold eyes, laugh with their hearts, search behind my shadow, there was a time, to wear many 

faces, muting things, unlearn, good riddance, feel at home 
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Explanation:  

 The poem tells that the conversation between a 

father and his son, where the father wants to learn 

from his son how to go back to normality and no 

longer fake. The poem starts by the father telling 

his son how the people used to laugh with their 

hearts’. Also, this description in the poem gives the 

impression of genuine emotion given off by the 

people. they used to shake hands with their hearts’, 

again this image reveals true and genuine emotion. 

But just as in the first Stanza the present reality is 

then discussed when it is said that, ‘that has gone, 

now they only shake hands without hearts while 

their left hands search his empty pockets’. This 

shows that again the people are not true and seem to 

be using the man to see what they can get. 

ii.  There will be no thrice. 

Reference:  

 These lines are taken from the poem ‘Once Upon a 

Time’ written by Gabriel Okara 

Context:  

 This poem is about a father teaching his son 

regarding the dangers of fake friends and how times 

have changed. 

Explanation  

 The poet uses positive phrases, like ‘feel at home’, 

‘come again’, but then goes on to say that he will 

come again, ‘once, twice’ but there will ‘be no 

more thrice’ for the ‘I find doors shut on me’. This 

shows that the people lie when they say the positive 

phrases and after a few visits they have all that they 

want from the man. Their falseness is reflected in 

the language they use. 

iii.  I have learned to wear my faces  

 Like dresses … 

Reference:  

 These lines are taken from the poem ‘Once Upon a 

Time’ written by Gabriel Okara 

Context:  

 This poem is about a father teaching his son 

regarding the dangers of fake friends and how times 

have changed. 

Explanation:  

 He tells of the false personalities or of his ‘many 

faces’. He tells that he has learned to ‘wear’ these 

faces, suggesting that he wears faces for different 

situations. For example, he says he has an ‘office-

face, street-face, and host-face, proving that he acts 

differently under different circumstances. He then 

adds that they have, ‘conforming smiles, like a 

fixed portrait’. This suggests, even more, falseness 

and changes. 

iv. I want to be what I used to be. 

Reference:  

 This line is taken from the poem ‘Once Upon a 

Time’ written by Gabriel Okara 

Context:  

 This poem is about a father teaching his son 

regarding the dangers of fake friends and how times 

have changed. 

Explanation:  

 He confesses to his son that he does not like the 

person he has become and wants to change, and go 

back to the way he was before, in his childhood. He 

asks his son to help him go back to who he was, and 

get back his lost identity. He expresses a desire to 

unlearn whatever he has forced himself to learn, in 

order for him to gain his sense of self back. He asks 

his son to help him be happy once again and 

acquire the child like innocence he once possessed 

as a child. 

 

 

 

Stanza 1 

 Once upon a time, son 

 They used to laugh with their eyes: 

 But now they only laugh with their teeth, 

 While their ice-block-cold eyes 

 Search behind my shadow. 

Context :  

 The above lines are taken from the poem “Once 

Upon A Time” written by Gaberiel Okara, a 

Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation :  

 Here ‘Once Upon A Time’ suggests how people 

were once, is far from what is being witnessed in 

the society now. ‘Once upon a time’ is a phrase 

used in ‘fairy tales’. Maybe the poet thinks that 

expecting sincerity in people’s actions is like a fairy 
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tale, which is not real.The poet looks back at a time 

in the past when people were honest, sincere in 

their dealings with one another. He regrets about 

the behaviour of the people now. He says that he 

wants to see the frankness of people that existed 

long time ago. The poet expresses his sadness 

comparing his laugh to that of a snake. Teeth are 

expressionless and they do not express anything.  

Comment :  

 The expression ‘ice-block-cold’ eyes refer to eyes 

without any warmth. When the poet says ‘people 

search behind his shadow’, he means that people 

say things what they do not mean and they are 

hypocritical. 

Stanza 2 

 There was a time indeed 

 They used to shake hands with their hearts: 

 But that’s gone, son. 

 Now they shake hands without hearts: 

 While their left hands search 

 My empty pockets. 

Context :  

 The above lines are taken from the poem “Once 

Upon A Time” written by Gaberiel Okara, a 

Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation :  

 The poet uses the words ‘hearts’ and ‘faces’ to refer 

to emotion. He says that people in the past showed 

emotions on their faces coming from the heart when 

shaking hands or when laughing. Comment : It is 

true that we can see the emotion in one’s eyes. 

Stanza 3 

 ‘Feel at home!’ ‘Come again’: 

 They say, and when I come 

 Again and feel 

 At home, once, twice, 

 There will be no thrice – 

 For then I find doors shut on me. 

Context :  

 The above lines are taken from the poem “Once 

Upon A Time” written by Gaberiel Okara, a 

Nigerian Poet.  

 

 

 

Explanation :  

 The poet says that people these days are not sincere 

when they say ‘feel at home’ and ‘come again. 

They do not really expect others to go there. 

Stanza 4 

 So I have learned many things, son. 

 I have learned to wear many faces 

 Like dresses – home face, 

 office face, street face, host face, 

 cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 

  like a fixed portrait smile. 

Context :  

 The above lines are taken from the poem “Once 

Upon A Time” written by Gaberiel Okara, a 

Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation :  

 The speaker tells us that he has learnt to deal with 

this fake, insincere world by changing himself to 

one of those people. Like others, he too hides his 

real feelings. He says that he has learnt “to wear 

many faces like dresses”  

Comment :  

 Just like people keep changing dresses to suit 

different occasions, the poet has learnt to behave 

differently in different situations. 

Stanza 5 

 And I have learned too 

 To laugh with only my teeth 

 And shake hands without my heart. 

 I have also learned to say, ‘Goodbye’, 

 When I mean ‘Good-riddance’; 

 To say ‘Glad to meet you’, 

 Without being glad; and to say ‘It’s been 

 Nice talking to you’, after being bored. 

Context :  

 The above lines are taken from the poem “Once 

Upon A Time” written by Gaberiel Okara, a 

Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation : 

 The poet admits that he has learnt to say what fits 

each situation instead of speaking the truth. He 

fakes his behaviour. When he feels like saying 

‘Good-riddance’, he says ‘Goodbye’. Comment : 

When he feels like saying ‘Good-riddance’, he says 

‘Glad to meet you’. 
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Stanza 6 

 But believe me, son. 

 I want to be what I used to be 

 When I was like you. I want 

 To unlearn all these muting things 

 Most of all, I want to relearn 

 How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 

 Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 

Context :  

 The above lines are taken from the poem “Once 

Upon A Time” written by Gaberiel Okara, a 

Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation :  

 Here ’muting’ refers to ‘changing all the time’. It 

may also be like the poet has learnt to behave in 

such a way that it ‘mutes’ or ‘silences’ his real 

feelings. He tells his son that he wants to get rid of 

this false laugh showing only the teeth. The 

comparison of his laugh in the mirror to a snake’s 

bare fangs brings out the fact that the smile is 

artificial and might be dangerous.  

Comment :  

 The poet regrets his fake behaviour and so 

expresses his desire to unlearn all those bad things 

 and learn how to laugh sincerely. 

Stanza 7 

 So, show me, son, 

 How to laugh; show me how 

 I used to laugh and smile 

 Once upon a time when I was like you. 

Context :  

 The above lines are taken from the poem “Once 

Upon A Time” written by “Gaberiel Okara”, a 

Nigerian Poet.  

Explanation :  

 The poet asks his son to show how to laugh 

sincerely. Children do not fake things. They show 

what they feel inside. Again, the phrase ‘Once 

Upon A Time’ reiterates the fact that he wants to be 

what he used to be once. 

Comment :  

 The poet regrets his fake behaviour and so 

expresses his desire to unlearn all those bad things 

and learn how to laugh sincerely. 

 

 

Context :  

 This line is taken from  

Poem :  

 Once upon a time 

Poet :  

 Gabriel Okara 

Explanation :  

 The poem describes what happens when a 

traditional African culture and civilization meets 

with the western culture. It is evident that the poet’s 

life has been influenced by the way the society has 

changed. 

Comment :  

 The poet contrasts the ancient man with the modern 

one. 

 

 
First read the questions given below. Next, listen to 

an excerpt from a poem read out by your teacher or 

played in a recorder. Note how a child admires and 

praises the abilities of his/her father. Then tick the 

right answers from the options given. 

i) When the _________needs to be repaired, they have 

to hire a man.  

 a) heater  b) furnace  c) stove  d) oven 

 

 

ii) Father knows no word like_________.  

 a) fail  b) frail          c) jail     d) snail  

iii) It is certain that the father would restore the 

_______of the family members.  

 a) glory   b) prosperity   

 c) confidence  d) happiness 

iv) The father will not be able to mend a broken____. 

 a) table  b) bench        c) chair    d) stool 

v) The children expect their _________ to guide them 

in action.  

 a) mother   b) father   

 c) teacher   d) guardian  

COMMON ERC 
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Ogden nash wanted to 

be a mere Spectator 
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The poet Frederic Ogden Nash tries to appreciate the athletes and the contribution to the nation in the place of a 

spectator. He says that audience are more important in the game to encourage the players, when they are in a dejected 

mood or at the edge of losing a game. The spectators can change the mood of the players at any situation. He also praises 

the hard work and commitment of the athletes and as a spectator he admires it. 

 

 

POEM ghly; 

One infant grows up and becomes a jockey,  

Another plays basketball or hockey, 

This one the prize ring hates to enter  

That one becomes a tackle or center,  

I am just glad as glad can be 

That I am not them, that they are not me. 

xU Foe;ij tsh;e;J xU [hf;fp MfpwJ. 

kw;nwhU $ilg; ge;J my;y `hf;fp> 

,e;j xU ghpr tisaj;jpy; Eioa ntWf;fpwhh;fs; 

mJ xU rkhr;rhuk; my;yJ ikakhf khWk;> 

kfpo;r;rpahf ,Ug;gjhy; ehd; kfpo;r;rpailfpNwd; 

ehd; mth;fs; ,y;iy> mth;fs; eh;d ,y;iy 

With all my heart I do admire  

Athletes who sweat for fun or hire,  

Who take the field in gaudy pomp,  

And maim each other as they romp,  

My limp and bashful spirit feeds  

On other people’s heroic deeds. 

vd; ,jaj;NjhL ehd; ghuhl;LfpNwd; 

Xl;lg;ge;ja tPuh;fs; Nth;it rpe;JtJ Ntbf;iff;fhf 

mth;fs; kfpo;r;rpapy; jq;fs; fsj;ij vLj;Jf; 

nfhs;fpwhh;fs;> 

Kul;Lj;jdkhf tpisahLk; NghJ xUtiunahUth; 

Klkhf;Ffpwhh;fs; 

vd; Klkhf;fpa kdepiy jPdpahfpwJ 

kw;w kf;fspd; tPur;nray;fspy;> 

Now A runs ninety yards to score,  

B knocks the champion to the floor,  

Cracking vertebrae and spines,  

Lashes his steed across the line,  

You’d think my ego it would please 

To swap positions with one of these. 

,g;NghJ mLj;j fl;lj;jpw;F nry;ynjhz;Z}W nf[ J}uk; 

Njit. 

B rhk;gpaid jiuapy; js;sptpl;lhh; 

KJnfYk;Gfs; ghjpf;fg;gl;ld 

md;W KOtJk; mtiu tirghLfpd;wdh;> 

ePq;fs; vd; <Nfh vd;W epidg;gPh;fs; 

,itfspy; xd;Wld; ,lq;fis ,lkhw;Wtjw;F> 

rhp> <Nfh mJ NghJk;> 

Mdhy; Mh;tKs;s tpisahl;L tPuh;fs; kpfTk; 

fbdkhdth;fshf cs;sdh;. 

Well, ego it might be pleased enough,  

But zealous athletes play so rough  

They do not ever in their dealings  

Consider one another’s feelings. 

I’m glad that when my struggle begins 

‘Twixt prudence and ego, prudence wins. 

mth;fs; vg;nghOJk; jq;fs; nray;fspy; <LgLtjpy;iy 

xUtUila czh;r;rpfis czh;thh;fs;. 

vd; Nghuhl;lk; Muk;gpf;Fk; NghJ ehd; kfpo;r;rp milfpNwd; 

kjp El;gk; kw;Wk; <Nfh fye;jpUf;fpwJ. ,jpy; tpNtfk; 

ntw;wpailfpwJ. 

When swollen eye meets gnarled fist  

When snaps the knee, and cracks the wrist,  

When officialdom demands, 

Is there a doctor in the stands? 

tPq;fpa fz;fs; ifKl;bia re;jpj;jd. 

Koq;fhypy; vjph;ghuhky; mbf;Fk; nghOJ> kzpf;fl;L 

nehWq;fpd. 

mjpfhu G+h;tkhd Nfhhpf;iffs; Njitg;gLk; NghJ 
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My soul in true thanksgiving speaks  

For this modest of physiques. 

muq;fpy; xU kUj;Jth; ,Uf;fpwhuh? 

cz;ikahd ed;wpAzh;tpy; vd; Mj;Jkh NgRfpwJ. 

fz;zpakhd clyikg;Gf;fhf 

“Athletes, I’ll drink to you  

Or eat with you, 

Or anything except compete with you,  

Buy tickets worth their radium, 

To watch you gambol in the stadium,  

And reassure myself anew 

That you are not me and I’m not you. 

jlfstPuh;fs;> ehd; cq;fSld; Fbf;fpNwd; 

my;yJ cq;fSld; rhg;gpLfpNwd; 

my;yJ VjhtJ cd;Dld; Nghl;bapLtij jtpu 

jq;fs; Nubak; kjpg;Gs;s bf;nfl; thq;f> 

];Nlbaj;jpy; [pk;Nghiyg; ghh;g;gjw;F> 

NkYk; Gjpjhf vdf;Fs; cWjpaspj;Jf; nfhz;Nld; 

eP ehd; my;y> ehd; eP my;y. 

 

 
jockey  –  horse rider –  Fjpiu Xl;Lk; gzpahs; 

prize ring  –  enclosed area in which boxing matches are 

fought 

–  ghpR tisak; 

tackle  –  approach –  jLg;ghl;lk; 

gaudy pomp  –  showy dress –  –  Mlk;gukhf 

maim  –  injure –  Cdkhf;F 

romp  –  play in a rough and noisy way –  fbdkhd tpisahl;L 

limp  –  weak –  nehz;b nehz;b el (m) gytPdkhd 

bashful  –  shy and reluctant –  ehzk;> $r;rk; 

lashes  –  beats with a whip –  tirghL 

steed  –  a large, strong horse –  Nghh;f;Fjpiu 

swap  –  exchange –  ,lkhw;wk; 

zealous  –  enthusiastic –  RWRWg;G> ngUk; Mh;tk; 

prudence  –  wisdom –  kjpEl;gk;> tpNtfk; 

gnarled  –  rough and twisted –  fuL Kulhd 

physique  –  body –  clyikg;G 

 

 

 

Refers Means 

I / me / my poet / narrator / spectator jockey horse rider 

they / them / these / you athletes prize king enclosed area for being 

  tackle approach 

  gandy pomp showy dress 

  main injure 

  romp rough and noise 

  limp weak 

  bash ful shy and reluctant 

  lashes beats wit a whip 

  steed a large, strong horse 

APPRICIATION OF THE POEM 
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  swap exchange 

  zedons enthusiastic 

  prudence wisdom 

  gnarled rough and twisted 

  physique body 

  infant child 

  sweat work hard 

  struggle strife 

  swollen bulging 

  snaps breaks 

  modest humble 

  compete challenge 

 

Poem lines Figures of Speech 

One infant grows up and becomes a jockey,  

Another plays basketball or hockey, 

This one the prize ring hates to enter  

That one becomes a tackle or center,  

I am just glad as glad can be 

That I am not them, that they are not me. 

Poetic device : Smilie (Line 5) 

Alliteration : this, the (Line 3), that, them, they (Line 6) 

Appreciation : Jockey is a horse rider 

With all my heart I do admire  

Athletes who sweat for fun or hire,  

Who take the field in gaudy pomp,  

And maim each other as they romp,  

My limp and bashful spirit feeds  

On other people’s heroic deeds. 

Poetic Devices Assonance : all, admire (Line 1) 

Assonance : and, as (Line 4), assonance on, other (Line 6) 

Alliteration  : for, fun (Line 2) 

Appreciation : bashful spirit is weak and shy spirits 

Rhyming words : admire, hire; pomp, comp; feeds, dees. 

Rhyming scheme : aa bb 

Now A runs ninety yards to score,  

B knocks the champion to the floor,  

Cracking vertebrae and spines,  

Lashes his steed across the line,  

You’d think my ego it would please 

To swap positions with one of these. 

Poetic Device : Assonance (ashes, across) (Line 4), 

Alliteration : to, these (Line 6) 

Appreciation : The winner of the game is champion. 

Rhyming words : score, floor; spines, line; please, these 

Rhyming scheme : aa bb 

 

Well, ego it might be pleased enough,  

But zealous athletes play so rough  

They do not ever in their dealings  

Consider one another’s feelings. 

I’m glad that when my struggle begins 

‘Twixt prudence and ego, prudence wins. 

Appreciation : when the poet struggles between wisdom 

and ego, wisdom wins. 

Rhyming words : enough, rough; dealings, feelings; 

begins, wins 

Rhyming scheme : aa bb 

When swollen eye meets gnarled fist  

When snaps the knee, and cracks the wrist,  

When officialdom demands, 

Is there a doctor in the stands? 

My soul in true thanksgiving speaks  

For this modest of physiques. 

Figure of speech : Personification (Line 5) 

Poetic device : Onomatopoeia (Lin 2) (snaps and cracks 

are onomatopoeic words) 

Assonance : Is, in (Line 4) 

Alliteration : most, modest (Line 6) 

Appreciation : The poet’s soul offers thanks giving to the 
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modern physiques of athletes. 

Rhyming words : fist, wrist; demands, stands; speaks, 

physiques 

Rhyming scheme : aa bb 

“Athletes, I’ll drink to you  

Or eat with you, 

Or anything except compete with you,  

Buy tickets worth their radium, 

To watch you gambol in the stadium,  

And reassure myself anew 

That you are not me and I’m not you. 

Appreciation : The poet is even ready to offer radium to 

buy tickets 

Rhyming words : radium, stadium, anew, you 

Rhyming scheme : No proper scheme 

 

2 MARKS QUESTIONS 

1) Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in a sentence or two.  

(Text Page - 54) 

1) Why does the poet feel glad that he did not play any game? 

 The poet’s own spirit is weak and shy. So he feels glad that he did not play any game. 

2) Do you think the narrator is heroic. Why? 

 Yes, I think the narrator is heroic. He frankly admits that he doesn’t want to take any risks like the players. 

3) The poet is satisfied just watching heroic deeds of others. What could be the reason? 

 The poet is allergic of injuries. He does not want to play any rough game. So he is satisfied just watching 

heroic deeds of others. 

4) The poet does not wish to exchange position with the runners. Why? 

 The poet is born spectator and wants to remain so even in future. He does not take active part in games and 

sports. 

5) Are the athletes conscious of the feelings of others? Why do you say so? 

 No, the athletes are not conscious of the feelings of others. When anyone is injured in the field they do not care 

but continues to perform their tasks. 

6) Why would the referee ask whether there was a doctor in the stands? What stands is he referring to? 

 One of the athletes might have been injured. So the referee would ask whether there was a doctor in the stands. 

He is referring the stands to the pavilion. 

7) Why does the poet prefer to buy tickets worth their weight in radium? Bring out the significance of the 

metal referred here. 

 Radium is a very costly material. Likewise the cost of the tickets for a sport or game is costly. 

2) Read the poem again and complete the summary using the words given in the box. 

 thanksgiving  exchange  glad   confesses   physiques  

 zealous   satisfied  aims   admires  

 In the poem ‘Confessions of a Born Spectator,’ Ogden Nash talks about how people choose different sports in their 

lives or decide to become athletes. While admiring the talents of athletes and sportsmen, the poet (i)___________ 

that he is glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. Children have different (ii)___________ and wish to play 

various games. Each child has in mind something in particular, but the narrator is (iii)___________ he is not one of 

the players. Though the narrator (iv) ___________ the talents of all athletes, he derives satisfaction from watching 

them, but does not wish to (v) ___________ places with them. He also sometimes regrets that (vi)___________ 

athletes play rough games without caring for the feelings of their sporting rivals. He feels that good sense and 
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caution win over ego. The narrator wholeheartedly offers (vii) ___________ the modest (viii) ___________ of 

athletes. Ultimately the narrator is (ix)___________ that he himself is not an athlete. 

Answer :  i) confesses  ii) aims   iii) glad  iv) admires  v) exchange  

   vi) zealous  vii) thanks giving  viii) physiques   ix) satisfied 

 

 
3) Read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8 – 10 sentences each. (Text Page - 

56) 

1) How does the poet establish the victory of common sense over ego? 

  This is such a beautiful question prescribed in the text book. Because in this present world's scenario 

people lose their common sense when their ego dominates. This is the case not only in games but in all life 

situations . Regarding this poem the poet praises the atheletes and their deeds. But the poet does not want to 

become a player or an athelete. Because the poet knows what he is capable of . So he uses the common sense 

that he could only write poems but could not run in the ground. This is very good example for the parents of 

this age who want their children to become like some one or somebody. They should realize the real capability 

of their children and let them grow independently. 

2) The poet does not wish to exchange places with the athletes. How does he justify his view? 

  Yes, the poet does not to exchange the places with the athletes because he could not run or shoot or box 

like them. He could write only poems. Similarly those athletes could not write poems like him. For example Dr. 

Abdul Kalam was a great scientist who admires Sachin, the great cricket player. But he did not want to play 

like Sachin. Similarly Sachin could not become a scientist like Kalam. So people could not exchange their 

places in their lives. Everyone should play their own role in life.  

3) According to the poet what contributes most to the injuries sustained by the athletes? 

  At first the poet talks about the injuries caused in boxing where eyes usually get damage when punched by 

a rage hand. Then whole running people get injured in various parts of the body knees, and spinal cord etc. The 

poet also describes about other injuries caused in various games. For this doctor should be in the spot to check 

and treat the players immediately. The poet salutes and praises the prayers for their tedious efforts for playing 

and facing all kinds of injuries. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

The poet Ogeden Nash is an admiror of sportsmen and athletes. He explain their zealous attitude 

towards their work. The poet also says that athletes take a lot of trail to achieve the desired results. The 

poet wishes to be are too.  

Name of the poem  :  Confessions of a born Spectator 

Name of the poet  :  Ogden Nash 

Literature   :  American Literature 

Theme    :  Be in a safer position 
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The poet is always ready to share a drink or a meal with the athletes. In fact he is just about ready to 

do anything but compose with them. He also muses over the fact that zealous athletes play rough games 

without even caving for the feelings of each other. The poet says he desires satisfaction but does not wish 

to exchange places with them as wsdom wins over ego. He also says the players while playing rough and 

noisy games, they get hurt. they snap their knees and crack their wrist. When the players get injured the 

officials who watch them play demand for doctors to treat the injured players.  

The poet feels thankful that he is not playing. Otherwise he too may hurt himself. The poet wishes to 

have a drink or a meal with the players as a spectator. He doesn't want to compose with them. He 

concludes the poem by saying that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Confession of a Born spectator’ was written by ogden Nash. This poem is about the spirit of the born 

spectator. The poet is the spectator. He enjoys the game. He admires the talents of the sportmen. But he 

never wants to exchange places with them. The players play rough and noisy game. They hurt each other. 

The poet feels thankful that he is not a player. The poet wishes to share a drink or a meal with the players 

as a spectator. The poet statisfied that he himself is not an athlete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The poem talks about the spirit of a born spectator. 

 He yearns to enjoy the game. 

 The players hurt each other.  

 They got injuries. 

 He admires their spirit and strength. 

 But he never wants to exchange places with them. 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 

Name of the poem  :  Confessions of a born Spectator 

Name of the poet  :  Ogden Nash 

Literature   :  American Literature 

Theme    :  Be in a safer position 
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4) Read the given lines and answer the questions 

that follow in a sentence or two: 

1)  With all my heart I do admire 

  Athletes who sweat for fun or hire 

a) Whom does the poet admire? 

  The poet admires the Athletes. 

b) For what reason do the athletes sweat? 

 The athletes sweat for fun and hire. 

2)  Well, ego it might be pleased enough 

  But zealous athletes play so rough 

a) What pleases the ego? 

 Victory pleases the ego. 

b) Why are the athletes often rough during 

play? 

 Because they want to win. 

3)  When officialdom demands 

 Is there a doctor in the stands? 

a) Why are doctors called from stands by the 

sponsors? 

 Because doctors are needed if anyone gets 

injured. 

b) Why does the poet make such an 

observation? 

 Many athletes get injured during games and the 

poet feels proud of that. 

4)  When snaps the knee and cracks the  

 wrist…… 

 Identify and explain the use of the literary 
device in this line.  

 Onomatopoeia. It is a literary device in which 

words evoke the actual sound of the thing they 

refer to. Here, 'snaps' and 'cracks' are 

onomatopoeic words. 

 

 
1)  My limp and bashful spirit feeds. 

 on other people's heroic deeds. 

a) How are the spirits of the speaker? 

 The speaker's spirits are weak, they are 

reluctant. 

b) How does he satisfy his ego? 

 He enjoys the heroic feats of others. 

2)  Cracking vertebrae and spines 

 Lashes his stead across the line. 

a) Why does vertebrate and spines crack. 

 If the running race one player knocks down the 

other. So his vertebrote and spines are broken. 

b) What is the sport referred in lines? 

 The spot referred in the second line is horse 

racking or an equestrain event. 

3)  When swollen eye meets gnarled first 

a) What is the sports referred here? 

 The sport is boxing. 

b) What is likely to happen in boxing? 

 Due to the punches of the rough and twisted 

hands, eyes may be swollen knee and wrist can 

be injured. 

c) What is the poetic devise employed in these 

lines? 

 The poetic device employed is onomatopoeic. 

'Shapes' and 'Cracks' give sounds which the 

words mean. 

4)  And preassure myself aneur. 

 That you are not me and I'm not you. 

a) Who does 'you' and me refer here ? 

 'Me' refers to the poet and 'You' refers to the 

athelets. 

b) What is the poets determination ? 

 The poet is determined that he shall never 

become an athlete, but remain only a spectator. 
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5) A) Explain the following with reference to the 

context in about 50 – 60 words each. 

i)  I am just glad as glad can be 

 That I am not them, that they are not me.. 

Reference:  

 These lines are taken from the poem "Confession of 

a Born Spectator" written by Ogden Nash.  

Context:  

 The poet feels glad to be a spectator because he is 

happy as a poet and tells the world about the merits 

of the athletes.  

Explanation:  

 The poet does not want to become a player or an 

athelete. Because the poet knows what he is capable 

of . So he uses the common sense that he could only 

write poems but could not run in the ground. This is 

very good example for the parents of this age who 

want their children to become like some one or 

somebody. They should realize the real capability 

of their children and let them grow independently. 

ii)  They do not ever in their dealings  

 Consider one another’s feelings…  

Reference:  

 These lines are taken from the poem "Confession of 

a Born Spectator" written by Ogden Nash.  

Context:  

 The poet says about the behaviour of the athletes in 

the ground.  

Explanation:  

 The poet says that the players in the field behave 

very rudely. They are very rough and rude as they 

won. They don't Consider the feelings of other 

players. They focus only on victory. 

iii)  Athletes, I’ll drink to you,  

 Or eat with you,  

 Or anything except compete with you …  

Reference:  

 These lines are taken from the poem "Confession of 

a Born Spectator" written by Ogden Nash.  

 

Context:  

 The poet tells the athletes that he will share the 

victory with them.  

Explanation:  

 The poet encourages the players by saying that he 

can share the victory with them. He encourages the 

players by clapping hands and shouting. He can 

elebrate the victory with the players by jumping and 

shouting. The only thing he could not do is that he 

could not compete with the players in the games. 

 
 
 
 
 
1)  My limp and bashful spirits feeds  

 on other people's heroic deeds. 

Reference :  

 These lines are taken from the poem 'Confessions 

of a Born Spectator' by Ogden Nash. 

Context :  

 The poet expresses his unwillingness to become an 

athlete but remain a spectator. 

Explanation :  

 The poet's spirits are weak, shy and reluctant to 

become an athlete. So he enjoys the heroic feats of 

others and satisfies himself. He is happy to be a 

spectator. 

2)  You would think my ego it would please 

 To swap positions with one of that. 

Reference :  

 These lines are taken from the poem 'Confessions 

of a Born Spectator' by Ogden Nash. 

Context :  

 The poet says that he wants to be only a spectator 

and not an athlete. 

Explanation :  

 The poet goes how the athletes are injured while 

playing. He satisfies his ego by just swapping his 

position with the athletes. But he deos not want to 

be an athlete. 

 

ERC Clue words: 

 Radium, gambol, stadium, swap position, drink to you, eat with you, modest, physiques 

ADDITIONAL ERC 
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3)  I am glad that when my struggle beguns 

 Twist prudence and ego, prudence wins. 

Reference :  

 These lines are taken from the poem 'Confessions 

of a Born Spectator' by Ogden Nash. 

Context :  

 The poet does not want to be an athlete but remain 

only a spectator. 

Explanation :  

 When he contemplates swap his position with the 

athletes, he fights shy of getting injured on the field. 

He is wise enough not to be tempted to become an 

athlete. 

4)  My soul in true thanks giving speaks  

 for this modest of physiques. 

Reference :  

 These lines are taken from the poem 'Confessions 

of a Born Spectator' by Ogden Nash. 

Context :  

 The poet thanks the doctors who treat the injured 

athletes on the ground. 

Explanation :  

 Doctors are called into that the athletes who are 

injured during the competition. The poet 

appreciates them for their good physique. 

5)  And reasuure myself anew 

 That you are not me and I'm not you. 

Reference :  

 These lines are taken from the poem 'Confessions 

of a Born Spectator' by Ogden Nash. 

Context :  

 The poet is not interested to be an athlete. He wants 

to be a mere spectator. 

Explanation :  

 Being weak and shy in spirits, the poet wants to be 

only a spectator and not a completed. In these lines 

he reasuures himself that he shall never become an 

athlete. 

 

 

Context :  

 This line is taken from 

Poem :  

 Confessions of a born spectator 

Poet : 

 Ogden Nash 

Explanation :  

 The poet strongly believes that a spectator can be 

enthusiastic as a player. The soul of the poet offers 

thanksgiving to the modest physiques of athletes. 

Ultimately he assures that he will do anything for 

the athletes except compete with them. He 

convinces himself that he is a spectator but not an 

athlete. 

Comment :  

 The poet does not want to take any risk.

 

B) Read the poem and complete the table with 
suitable rhyming words. 

eg. enter center 

jockey hockey 

admire hire 

pomp romp 

feeds deeds 

score floor 

please these 

fist wrist 

demands stands 

radium stadium 
 
C) Underline the alliterated words in the following 

lines. 

(i) For this most modest physiques… 

(ii) They do not ever in their dealings… 

D) Find out the rhyme scheme of the given stanza. 

 One infant grows up and becomes a jockey 

 Another plays basketball or hockey 

 This one the prize ring hates to enter 

 That one becomes a tackle or center… 

Answer: Rhyme scheme aa, bb. 

 
Choose the most appropriate option and complete 

the sentences. 

1) Tejaswini Sawant is an Indian ___________.  

 a) shooter   b) boxer  c) cricketer 

2) She represented India at the 9th South Asian Sports 

Federation Games in __________.  

 a) 2001   b) 2002   c) 2004  

COMMON ERC 
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3) In 2006, she won a Gold medal in 

the_______________.  

 a) Commonwealth Games  b) Olympic Games  

 c) Asian Games  

4) She became a world champion in the 50m Rifle 

Prone game held in _______________.  

 a) Germany  b) Russia  c) India  

5) Tejaswini was the first Indian woman shooter to win 

a _________medal at the World Championship in 

the 50m rifle prone game.  

 a) gold   b) silver  c) bronze  

9) Parallel reading: 

Thinking 

“If you think you are beaten, you are, 

If you think you dare not, you don’t. 

If you like to win, but you think you can’t, 

It is almost certain you won’t. 

If you think you’ll lose, you’re lost, 

For out in the world we find, 

Success begins with a fellow’s will. 

It’s all in the state of mind. 

If you think you are outclassed, you are, 

You’ve got to think high to rise, 

You’ve got to be sure of yourself before 

You can ever win a prize. 

Life’s battles don’t always go 

To the stronger or faster man. 

But soon or late the man who wins, 

Is the man who thinks he can.” 

1) Success depends upon 

 a) one's will  b) one's effort    

 c) mind   d) money 

2) Who is beaters? One who thinks so. 

3) Out classed- means 

 a) expelled   b) excelled    

 c) experienced  d) inexperienced 

4) Who is the winner?  The man who thinks he can. 

5) Give a suitable title. Thinking.
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Police man - ON THE BEAT

Man - the Pretender 

O. Henry (1862 – 1910) is a popular American shortstory writer whose 

original name is William Sydney 

ordinary people  in New York 

world. They expressed the effect of 

unexpected twists in the end. His stories are also noted for their witticism and 

clever wordplay.  O. Henry’s 

York City, where he wrote 381 short stories. He wrote one sto

New  York  World  Sunday  Magazine  for over a 

‘After Twenty Years’ was first published in the Sunday edition of the New 

World in 1905. The story was included in the 1906 anthology. The Four 

Million, and it has since been republished in many short story col

few of his other popular short stories are The Gift of the Magi, The Cop and the

Anthem, The Ransom of Red Chief,

Ingredient. 
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ON THE BEAT 

 
Watches diamond lid 

 

Big Joe’s Brady Restaurant 

  
The arrest 

1910) is a popular American shortstory writer whose 

original name is William Sydney Porter.  His works romanticized the life of 

York City. His stories are well-known throughout the 

world. They expressed the effect of coincidence on character and often had 

His stories are also noted for their witticism and 

 pro-lific writing period began in 1902 in New 

where he wrote 381 short stories. He wrote one story a week for The  

Sunday  Magazine  for over a year. O. Henry’s short story 

was first published in the Sunday edition of the New York 

in 1905. The story was included in the 1906 anthology. The Four 

it has since been republished in many short story col- lections. A 

few of his other popular short stories are The Gift of the Magi, The Cop and the 

Chief, A Retrieved Reformation and The Third 
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Bob and Jimmy Friends 

Bob 18 Jimmy 20 Bob left for west 
After 20 years Bob 

returned 

After half an hour 

another man came 
A Police man enquired Waited at the appointed 

place 

Introduced himself as 

Jimmy 
Talked various things Came to the light 

The new man arrested 

him because he was the 

man wanted in Chicago 

The man is not Jimmy 
Bob suddenly 

recognised 

He gave letter It was written by Jimmy 
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Jimmy Wells and Bob were close friends. They grew together in Newyork. When Bob was eighteen, Jimmy was 

twenty. Bob went to West to seek his future. They planned to meet at the same Big Joe’ Brady’s Restaurant after twenty 

years. Jimmy was an honest man. He would never forget the past. So, he chose a right path. He became the policeman. 

He came to meet his friend at the correct time. In contrast to him, Bob was a greedy man. He was not satisfied with what 

he had. He had chosen evil path and became a criminal. He was called as ‘Silky’ Bob. He was the most wanted criminal 

in Chicago.He waited eagerly to see his friend. The policeman in the normal dress appeared before him as his friend, 

Jimmy. They began to walk together. Bob talked a lot about his success. When the light fell on the face of Jimmy, he 

identified that he was not his friend. He gave Bob a note saying that he was not willing to arrest his close friend. Thus, 

the true friends ended their life in a contrast way after twenty years. 

 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY ENGLISH Jizg;ghlk; jkpo; 

Here is a story entitled ‘After Twenty Years’ which is 

about two best friends who had to part ways. They return 

to keep an appointment they had made twenty years ago. 

Read to find out what happens when they meet again. 

,UgJ tUlq;fs; fopj;J vd;w jiyg;gpy; cs;s 

fijahdJ ,uz;L rpwe;j ez;gh;fisg; gw;wpaJ> 

mth;fs; ,UtUk; ,UgJ Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G xU 

epakdk; nra;J nfhz;ldh;. kPz;Lk; re;jpf;Fk; 

NghJ vd;d elf;fpwJ vd;gijj; njhpe;J nfhs;s 

gbAq;fs;. 

The policeman on the beat moved up the avenue impres- 

sively. The impressiveness was habitual and not for show, 

for spectators were few. The time was barely 10 o’ clock 

at night, but chilly gustes of wind with a taste of rain them 

had well nigh deepeopled the streets. 

NghyP];fhuh; mq;Fs;s nghpa njUf;fspy; Nuhe;J 

gzpapy; <Lgl;bUe;jhh;. ghh;itahsh;fisg; 

nghWj;j tiu> mtUila gzpia jpd;gb nra;a 

epidg;ghh;fsNs jtpu <h;g;Gf;fhfNth> mofhf 

fhl;bf;  nfhs;sNth my;y. mg;nghOJ ,uT 10 

kzpahf ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; kioapd; ,sk; fhw;wpd; 

<ug;gjk; njUf;fis rPh;Fiyj;J tpl;lJ. 

Trying doors as he went, twirling his club with many 

intri- cate and artful movements , turning now and then to 

cast his watchful eye adown the pacific thoroughfare, the 

offi- cer, with his stalwart form and slight swagger, made 

a fine picture of a guardian of the peace. The vicinity was 

one that kept early hours. Now and then you might see 

the lights of a cigar store or of an all night lunch counter; 

but the major- ity of the doors belonged to business 

places that had long since been closed. 

ifapy; itj;jpUe;j jbia row;wpagbNa mth; 

mq;Fs;s fjTfis ftdpj;jgb nrd;whh;. mtuJ 

tYthd clYk; ek;gpf;ifahd eilAk; mtiu 

mikjpapd; fhtyuhf rpj;jhpj;jJ. me;j Rw;W 

tl;lhuj;jpy; me;j Neuj;jpy; kf;fs; elkhl;lk; 

FiwthfNt ,Uf;Fk; czT tpLjp my;yJ RUl;L 

tpw;gidf; fil Mfpatw;wpd; ntspr;rj;ij 

jhq;fs; fhzyhk;. mq;F ngUk;ghd;ikahd tzpf 

epWtdq;fs; %lg;gl;bUe;jd. 

When about midway of a certain block the policeman 

suddenly slowed his walk. In the doorway of a darkened 

hardware store a man leaned, with an unlighted cigar in 

his mouth. As the policeman walked up to him the man 

spoke up quickly. 

xU Fwpg;gpl;l jLg;Gg; ghij te;jJk; NghyP]hh; 

jpBnud;W mtuJ elkhl;lj;ij nkJthf;fpdhh;. 

xU ,Uz;l td;nghUs; fil thry; fjit xU 

kdpjd; rha;e;J> mtuJ thapy; xU gw;w itf;fhj 

rpfhh; nfhz;L> NghyP];fhuh; mtiu Nehf;fp ele;J 

nfhz;bUe;j NghJ me;j kdpjd; tpiuthf 

Ngrpdhh;. 

“It’s all right, officer,” he said, reassuringly. “I’m just ‘mJ rhp> mjpfhhp”> vd;W mth; cWjpaspj;jhh;. 
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wait- ing for a friend. It’s an appointment made twenty 

years ago. Sounds a little funny to you, doesn’t it? Well, 

I’ll explain if you’d like to make certain it’s all straight. 

About that long ago there used to be a restaurant where 

this store stands— Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant.” 

‘ehd; xU ez;gUf;fhf fhj;jpUf;fpNwd;”. ,UgJ 

Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G xU xg;ge;jk; nra;J 

nfhz;ljd;Nghpdhy;> cdf;F xU Ntbf;ifahd 

eifr;Rit njhpfpwJ ,y;iyah? rhp ePq;fs; mij 

nra;a Neh;e;jhy;> mij rhpahfr; nra;a ehd; 

tpUk;GfpNwd;. ePz;l fhyj;jpw;F Kd;dh; ,e;j fil 

mike;Js;s ,lk; xU cztfkhf ,Ue;jJ - 

gpf;N[h ‘gpuhb cztfk;”. 

“Until five years ago,” said the policeman. “It was torn 

down then.” 

‘Ie;J Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G tiu”> NghyP];fhuh; 

$wpdhh;. ‘mJ gpd;G ,bf;fg;gl;Ltpl;lJ”. 

The man in the doorway struck a match and lit his cigar. 

The light showed a pale, square-jawed face with keen 

eyes, and a little white scar near his right eyebrow. His 

scarf pin was a large diamond, oddly set. 

thrypy; ,Ue;j kdpjd; xU rpfhiug; gw;w 

itj;jhd;. xspiaf; fhl;bYk; ntspr;rk;> rJu-

jhilKfk;> kw;Wk; mtuJ tyJ GUtk; mUfpy; xU 

rpwpa nts;istL ,Ue;jJ. mtuJ xw;iw 

njhFg;G nfhz;l il nghpa ituj;jhyhdJ. 

“Twenty  years ago tonight,” said the man, “I dined here  

at Big Joe Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, my best chum, and 

the finest chap in the world. He and I were raised here in 

New York, just like two brothers, together. I was eighteen 

and Jimmy was twenty. The next morning I was to start 

for and slight swagger, made a fine picture of a guardian 

of the peace. The vicinity was one that kept early hours. 

Now and then you might see the lights of a cigar store or 

of an all night lunch counter; but the majority of the doors 

belonged to business places that had long since been 

closed. 

‘,UgJ Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G ,utpy;”> ehd; gpf;N[h 

gpuhbapy; [pk;kp ny;Rld; cztUe;jpNdd;. mtd; 

vd; rpwe;j ez;gd; kw;Wk; cyfpy; kpf rpwe;j 

xUtdhthd;. Fog;gk; Mfpatw;wpy; ehd; ,q;F 

te;Njd;> mtUk;> ehDk; ,q;Nf epA+ahh;f;fpy; 

rNfhjuh;fs; Nghy xd;whf tsh;f;fg;gl;Nlhk;. ehd; 

gjpndl;L tajpYk; kw;Wk; [pk;kp ,UgJ tajpYk; 

,Ue;Njhk;. kWehs; fhiy ehd; vd; Ntiy epkpj;jk; 

fhuzkhf Nkw;F Nehf;fp nry;y Muk;gpj;Njd;. 

epA+ahh;f;fpy; ,Ue;J [pk;kpia ntspNaw;w 

Kbatpy;iy. Vnddpy; mth; fUjpaJ 

vd;dntd;why; G+Nyhfj;jpy; mJ kl;LNk ,lk; 

vd;W. md;W ehq;fs; xg;ge;jk; nra;J nfhz;Nlhk;. 

,UgJ tUlq;fs; fopj;J ve;j xU R+o;epiyapy; 

,Ue;jhYk; vt;tsT njhiytpy; ,Ue;jhYk; ehk; 

,Nj Njjpapy; ,Nj Neuj;jpy; re;jpf;f Ntz;Lk; 

vd;W. tpjp kw;Wk; mjph;\;lk; ,Ue;jhy; ehq;fs; 

ghh;g;gJ epr;rak; vd;W vz;zpNdhk;. 

“It sounds pretty interesting,” said the policeman. “Rather 

a long time between meets, though, it seems to me. 

Haven’t you heard from your friend since you left?” 

‘,J kpfTk; Rthu];akhdjhf ,Uf;fpwJ”> vd;W 

NghyP];fhuh; $wpdhh;. ‘Mdhy; re;jpg;gpw;F ,ilNa 

ePz;l fhykhf ,Ug;gjhf vdf;F Njhd;WfpwJ. 

ePq;fs; tpl;Ltpl;l gpd; cq;fs; ez;giu gw;wp 

Nfs;tpgl;lbUg;gPh;fsh?” 

“Well, yes, for a time we corresponded,” said the other. 

“But after a year or two we lost track of each other. You 

see, the West is a pretty big proposition, and I kept 

hustling around over it pretty lively. But I know Jimmy 

will meet me here if he’s alive, for he always was the 

truest, staunch- est old chap in the world. He’ll never 

forget. I came a thou- sand miles to stand in this door 

tonight, and it’s worth it if my old partner turns up.” 

‘rhp> Mkhk;> xUKiwahtJ ehq;fs; 

xj;Jf;nfhz;Nlhk;”> vd;W kw;wth; nrhd;dhh;. 

‘Mdhy; xU tUlk; my;yJ ,uz;L 

tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF ehq;fs; vq;fs; gazj;ij 

Nehf;fp nrd;Nwhk;> ehd; tho;f;ifia 

capNuhl;lkhf elj;jp nry;y Nkw;F Nehf;fp 

gazpj;Njd;. Mdhy; [pk;kp capNuhL ,Ue;jhy; 

epr;rakhf vd;id ,q;Nf re;jpg;ghh; vd;W vdf;F 

njhpAk;. Vnddpy; mth; cz;ikahd> jplkhd 

cyfpy; kpfr; rpwe;j ez;gh;. mth; xUNghJk; 
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kwf;fkhl;lhh;. ,utpy; ,q;F ,e;j ,utpy; ehd; 

epw;gjw;F Xuhapuk; iky; njhiytpy; ,Ue;J 

te;Njd;> vd; gioa ez;gUk; khwhky; ,Ue;jhy; 

mJ kjpg;G”. 

The waiting man pulled out a handsome watch, the lids of 

it set with small diamonds. 

fhj;jpUf;Fk; kdpjd; xU mofhd fbfhuj;ij 

ntspNa ,Oj;J> mjpy; rpwpa ituq;fs; 

mikj;jhd; %b nfhz;L. 

“Three minutes to ten,” he announced. “It was exactly ten 

o’clock when we parted here at the restaurant door.” 

‘gj;jhf %d;W epkplq;fs; cs;sJ” vd;W mth; 

mwptpj;jhh;. ‘ehq;fs; ,q;F rhpahf gj;J kzp 

mstpy; czT tpLjp thrypy; gphpe;Njhk;”. 

“Did pretty well out West, didn’t you?” asked the police- 

man. 

‘Nkw;F gFjp cq;fSf;F trjpahf ,Ue;jjh”? 

NghyP];fhuh; Nfl;lhh;. mth; jdJ fbfhuj;Jld; 

fhj;jpUe;jhh;. 

“You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half as well. He was a 

kind of plodder, though, good fellow as he was. I’ve had 

to compete with some of the sharpest wits going to get 

my pile. A man gets in a groove in New York. It takes the 

West to put a razor-edge on him.” 

‘Mk; epr;rak; [pk;kp fbd ciog;ghsp vd;W ehd; 

ek;GfpNwd;. mth;> vdpDk; ey;yrfthsh;. ehd; vd; 

Ftpay; ngw elf;Fk; $h;ikahd Gj;jp rpy 

Nghl;bapl Ntz;Lk;. xU kdpjd; epA+ahh;f;fpy; 

,Uf;fpwhd;. mtiu xU Nu]h; - tpspk;ig itj;J 

Nkw;F Nehf;fp vLf;fpwhh;”. 

The policeman twirled his club and took a step or two. NghyP];fhuh; jdJ jbia Row;wpagbNa XhpU 

mbfs; ele;jhh;. 

“I’ll be on my way. Hope your friend comes around all 

right. Going to call time on him sharp?” 

‘ehd; vd; topapy; ,Uf;fpNwd;> cq;fs; ez;gh; 

vy;yhtw;iwAk; rhpahff; ftdpg;ghh; vd;W 

ek;GfpNwd;”. 

“I should say not!” said the other. “I’ll give him half an 

hour at least. If Jimmy is alive on earth he’ll be here by 

that time. So long, officer.” 

‘ehd; mg;gb nrhy;ytpy;iy” vd;fpwhh; kw;nwhUth;. 

‘ehd; mtUf;F Fiwe;j gl;rk; miu kzp Neuk; 

nfhLf;f Ntz;Lk;” [pk;kp G+kpapy; capUld; 

,Ue;jhy; mth; me;j Neuj;jpy; ,Ue;jpUg;ghh;. Nghap 

thUq;fs; mjpfhhp”. 

“Good-night, sir,” said the policeman, passing on along 

his beat, trying doors as he went. 

‘Fl; iel;> rhh;”> NghyP];fhuh;> mtuJ ghijapy; 

nrd;whh;. 

There was now a fine, cold drizzle falling, and the wind 

had risen from its uncertain puffs into a steady blow. The 

few foot passengers astir in that quarter hurried dismally 

and silently along with coat collars turned high and 

pocketed hands. And in the door of the hardware store 

the man who had come a thousand miles to fill an 

appointment, uncertain almost to absurdity, with the 

friend of his youth, smoked his cigar and waited. 

,g;NghJ ed;whf ,Ue;jJ. Fsph;e;j kio 

nghopfpwJ kw;Wk; fhw;W gykhf tPRfpwJ. xU 

epiyahd mb kPJ cah;e;Jtpl;lJ. me;j gFjpapy; 

cs;s gazpfs; jpBnud mtrukhfTk;> 

nkJthfTk; Nfhl; fhyh; nfhz;L cah; kw;Wk; 

ghf;nfl; iffisj; jpUg;gpdhh;fs;. xU re;jpg;ig 

G+h;j;jp nra;a Mapuk; iky; njhiytpy; te;jpUe;j 

kdpjd;> jdJ ,isQdpd; ez;gDld; fpl;lj;jl;l 

epr;rakw;w jd;ikiaf; nfhz;L tUfpwtd;> jdJ 

RUl;il gpbj;Jf; nfhz;L fhj;jpUe;jhd;. 

About twenty minutes he waited, and then a tall man in    

a long overcoat, with collar turned up to his ears, hurried 

across from the opposite side of the street. He went 

directly to the waiting man. 

Rkhh; ,UgJ epkplq;fs; mth; fhj;jpUe;jhh;. gpd;dh; 

xU ePz;l NkNyhl;lj;jpy; xU caukhd kdpjh;. 

njUtpd; vjpnujph;g; gf;fj;jpy; ,Ue;J tpiue;jhh;. 

mth; fhj;jpUf;Fk; kdpjhplk; Neubahf nrd;whh;. 

“Is that you, Bob?” he asked, doubtfully. ‘ePah ghg;?” vd;W mth; re;Njfj;Jld; Nfl;lhh;. 

“Is that you, Jimmy Wells?” cried the man in the door. ‘ePjhd;> [pk;kpnty;];?” mOjhd; me;j kdpjd;. 
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“Bless my heart!” exclaimed the new arrival, grasping 

both the other’s hands with his own. “It’s Bob, sure as 

fate. I was certain I’d find you here if you were still in 

existence. Well, well, well! Twenty years is a long time. 

The old res- taurant’s gone, Bob; I wish it had lasted, so 

we could have had another dinner there. How has the 

West treated you, old man?” 

‘flTspd; Mrp! Gjpa tUifiag; gw;wpf; $wp> 

kw;wthpd; iffis jdJ iffshy; ,Wfg; 

gw;wpdhh;” ,J ghg;jhd;> tpjp vd;W epr;rakhf 

cWjpahf ,Ue;Njd;. eP ,d;Dk; ,Uz;l ,lj;jpy; 

,Ue;jpUe;jhy; ehd; cd;id ,q;Nf fz;L 

gpbj;JtpLNtd;. rhp> ed;whf ,Uf;F!” ,UgJ 

tUlk; kpfTk; ePz;l ehs; - gioa cztfk; 

Ngha;tpl;lJ. ghg;! eP> mq;Nf ,d;ndhU ,uT 

czitg; ngw;wpUe;jpUf;fyhk;. Nkw;F vg;gb 

cd;id top elj;jpaJ?” 

“Bully; it has given me everything I asked it for. You’ve 

changed lots, Jimmy. I never thought you were so tall by 

two or three inches.” 

‘kfpo;r;rp ehd; Nfl;lij vy;yhk; nfhLj;jpUf;fpwJ. 

[pk;kp eP epiwa khwptpl;lha;> eP ,uz;L my;yJ 

%d;W mq;Fy caukhf ,Ug;gha; vd;W ehd; 

epidf;ftpy;iy”. 

“Oh, I grew a bit after I was twenty.” ‘X> ehd; ,UgJ taJf;Fg; gpwF xU gpl; 

tsh;e;Njd;”. 

“Doing well in New York, Jimmy?” ‘epA+ahh;f;fpy; ed;whf ,Ue;jhah> [pk;kp?” 

“Moderately. I have a position in one of the city depart- 

ments. Come on, Bob; we’ll go around to a place I know 

of, and have a good long talk about old times.” 

‘Rkhuhf Kf;fpakhf> vdf;F efu Jiwapy; xU 

gjtpia ngw;wpUf;fpwhh;. th> ghg; ehd; mwpe;j xU 

,lj;jpw;F nry;Nthk;. gioa fhyj;ijg; gw;wp xU 

ePz;l Ngr;R Ngr Ntz;Lk;”. 

The two men started up the street, arm in arm. The man 

from the West, his egotism enlarged by success, was be- 

ginning to outline the history of his career. The other, 

sub- merged in his overcoat, listened with interest. 

me;j ,UtUk; njUtpy; ifNfhh;j;J elf;f 

Muk;gpj;jdh;. Nkw;fpy; ,Ue;J te;j kdpjd; 

mtdJ ntw;wpia Nehf;fp fh;tk; nfhz;lhd;. 

mtuJ tho;f;if tuyhw;wpd; rhuhk;rj;ij nrhy;y 

njhlq;fpdhh;. kw;wth;> jdJ Nkyq;fpAk; Kq;fpg; 

Ngha;> mth; $Wtij Mh;tj;Jld; Nfl;lhh;. 

At the corner stood a drug store, brilliant with electric 

lights. When they came into this glare each of them 

turned simul- taneously to gaze upon the other’s face. 

The man from the West stopped suddenly and released 

his arm. 

xU kUe;J filapy; kpd; tpsf;Ffs; gpufhrkhf 

n[hypj;J nfhz;bUe;jJ. mth;fs; ,e;j 

gpufhrj;jpw;Fs; te;j NghJ> xUth; Kfj;ij xUth; 

ghh;j;jdh;. Nkw;fpy; ,Ue;j kdpjd; jpBnud;W 

epWj;jp> mtd; ifia tpyf;fp tpl;lhd;. 

“You’re not Jimmy Wells,” he snapped. “Twenty  years is 

a long time, but not long enough to change a man’s nose 

from a Roman to a pug.” 

‘eP [pk;kp nty;]; my;y”> vd;whd; mtd;. ‘,UgJ 

Mz;Lfs; ePz;l fhyk; jhd;. xU kdpjdpd; 

%f;fpd; mikg;ig mJ khw;wp $lhJ. 

Nuhkhdpadpd; %f;fpd; mikg;ig kOq;fpa %f;if 

tbtkhf ve;j fhyKk; khw;wf;$lhJ. 

“It sometimes changes a good man into a bad one”, said 

the tall man. “You’ve been under arrest for ten minutes, 

‘Silky’ Bob. Chicago thinks you may have dropped over 

our way and wires us she wants to have a chat with you. 

Going qui- etly, are you? That’s sensible. Now, before we 

go on to the station here’s a note I was asked to hand you. 

You may read it here at the window. It’s from Patrolman 

Wells.” 

‘,J rpy Neuq;fspy; xU ey;y kdpjid 

nfl;ltdhf khw;WfpwJ”. caukhd kdpjd; 

$wpdhh;. ‘ePq;fs; gj;J epkplq;fs; Kd;ghfNt ifJ 

nra;ag;gl;bUf;fpwPh;fs;> ‘rpy;fp” ghg;. rpfhNfh 

epidf;fpwJ ePq;fs; vq;fs; topapy; 

iftplg;gl;bUf;fyhk;. mJ mul;il mbf;f 

tpUk;GfpwJ vd;W vdf;Fj; njhpAk;. mikjpahfg; 

Nghfpwhah eP? mJNt Gj;jprhypj;jdk;. ,g;NghJ> 

ehq;fs; ];Nl\Df;F nry;tjw;F Kd;> xU Fwpg;G 

cq;fSf;Ff; nfhLf;f ehd; Nfl;Nld;. rhsuj;jpy; 
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,q;Nf ePq;fs; mij gbf;fyhk;. ,J ghl;Nuhy; 

Nkd;nty;]py; ,Ue;J tUfpwJ”. 

The man from the West unfolded the little piece of paper 

handed to him. His hand was steady when he began to 

read, but it trembled a little by the time he had finished. 

The note was rather short. 

Nkw;fpy; ,Ue;j kdpjd; mtiuf; nfhLj;j rpwpa 

Jz;Lgpujpia tpthpj;jhh;. mtd; gbf;f Muk;gpj;j 

NghJ mtDila iffs; epjhdkhf ,Ue;jd. 

Mdhy; mJ Kbe;j Neuj;jpy; rpwpJ rpwpjhf 

eLq;fpaJ. Fwpg;G rpwpajhf ,Ue;jJ. 

“Bob, I was at the appointed place on time. When you 

struck the match to light your cigar I saw it was the face 

of the man wanted in Chicago. Somehow I couldn’t do it 

myself, so I went around and got a plainclothes man to do 

the job.” 

- JIMMY 

‘ghg; ehd; re;jpf;f Ntz;ba rhpahd Neuj;jpy; 

,lj;jpy; ehd; ,Ue;Njd;> cq;fs; RUl;il gw;w 

itj;jNghJ> ehd; ghh;j;Njd; rpfhNfhtpy; Njba 

kdpjd; vd;W> VNdh vd;dhy; cd;id ifJ nra;a 

Kbatpy;iy mjdhy; ehd; nrd;Wtpl;Nld;. gpd; 

,t;Ntiyia nra;a ehd; xU rhjhuz 

cilapypUe;j fhtydha; ,e;j ifJ nra;Ak; 

Ntiyia xg;gilj;Njd;. 

 

 
avenue  –  a wide street –  epow;rhiy 

habitual  –  regular –  gHf;fkhd 

nigh  –  almost –  mUfpy; 

twirling  –  twisting and spinning around –  Row;Wjy; 

intricate  –  complicated –  rpf;fyhd 

stalwart  –  physically strong –  gyKs;s 

swagger  –  walk in a confident way –  Kf;fpakhd egh; Nghy; Mztkhf 

elj;jy; 

vicinity  –  the surrounding area (neighbourhood) –  mUfpYs;s 

reassuringly  –  making someone feel less doubtful –  cWjpaspj;jy; 

proposition  –  theory or system –  fUj;jhf;fk;> $w;W 

plodder  –  one who toils slowly but steadily –  nkJthf nrhy;Yjy; 

wits  –  intelligent people –  mwpT 

groove  –  a dull routine that does not change –  ePz;l FWfpa gs;sk; 

razor-edge  –  a critical situation –  neUf;fbahd epiy 

dismally  –  without happiness and cheer –  ghpjhgkhd 

absurdity  –  quality of being silly and foolish –  mwptpd;ik 

egotism  –  a feeling of self-importance –  jw;Gfo;r;rp 

outline  –  describe –  vy;iyf; NfhL 

wires  –  sends a telegraphic message –  je;jp 
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2 MARKS QUESTIONS  

1. Answer the following questions in a sentence or 

two each, based on your understanding of the 

story.  (Text page / 7) 

a) Describe the appearance of the policeman on 

the beat. 

 The policeman on the beat was physically strong. 

He had a watchful eye moving here and there. 

b) What did he keep doing while on his rounds? 

 While on rounds, the policeman walked casually 

in the street at 10’o clock in the night. He walked 

in a confident way as if the true guardian of the 

place. 

c) Why were the streets devoid of people? 

 The streets were devoid of people due to cold 

wind and a little rain. 

d) What story did the man standing near the 

hardware store tell the passing cop? 

 The man standing near the hardware store told 

the passing cop that he was waiting for his friend 

who made an appointment twenty years ago. 

e) What used to be there in the place of that shop 

twenty years ago? 

 Twenty years ago, there was Big Joe’ Brady’s 

restaurant in that place. 

f) Describe the man awaiting the arrival of his 

friend. 

 The man awaiting the arrival of his friend was 

pale, square-jawed face with keen eyes and a 

little white scar near his right eyebrow. 

g) Why did the friends part ways? 

 The friends parted ways because Bob went to 

west to seek his career. 

h) When and how did Bob realise that the tall man 

was not his friend? 

 Bob realized that the tall man was not his friend 

by identifying his change of nose from a Roman 

to a pug. 

i) Who was the tall man? 

 The tall man was the policeman in civilian 

clothes. 

k) What did he give Bob? 

 He gave Bob a short note. 

2. State whether the following statements are true or 

false 

a) The cop suddenly slowed his walk, when he heard 

the barking of dogs. 

b) The friends grew up together in the city of New 

York. 

c) Both Jimmy and Bob were of the same age. 

d) The friends parted one night after watching a movie 

together. 

e) The friends could not keep in touch because they lost 

each other’s phone numbers. 

f) Bob wanted to stay for half an hour more than the 

appointed time. 

g) Jimmy grew a little taller after he was twenty. 

h) Bob realised that the tall man was not Jimmy Wells 

from the shape of his nose. 

Answer:  

a) False  b) True  c) False  

d) False  e) False  f) True 

g) False  h) True  

 

3. What does each of the following mean in the 

story? Choose the right option. 

a) on the beat:  

 i) moving around hitting every one with a stick  

 ii) on duty walking around the assigned area  

 iii) marching with his heart beating fast  

b) a guardian of peace:  

 i) a watchman  

 ii) a holy man  

 iii) a policeman  

c) arm in arm:  

 i) with arms linked together  

 ii) with weapons in hands  

 iii) with handcuffs on wrists  

d) plainclothes man:  

 i) a man who wears simple clothes for grand 

occasions  

 ii) a policeman in civilian clothes while on duty  

 iii) a cine artist in ordinary costumes  

4. Answer the following questions in three or four 

sentences each. (Text Page - 72) 
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a) What did Bob share with the cop about their 

friendship?  

 Bob told the policeman that he was waiting for his 

friend, Jimmy. The appointment was made before 

twenty years. They grew together in Newyork. Bob 

went to the west to seek his career. 

b) What are the strengths and weaknesses of Jimmy 

Wells from Bob’s point of view?  

 According to Bob, Jimmy’s strength was his 

honesty. He used to keep up his words. His 

weakness was his slow in action. 

c) Was Bob hopeful of his friend’s arrival? How do 

you know?  

 Bob was hopeful of his friend’s arrival because he 

said to the police that he would wait for an half an 

hour more. 

d) How did the cop come to understand that Bob had 

been successful in the West?  

 Bob had a large diamond on his scarf. The lid of his 

watch was with diamonds. So, the cop came to 

understand that Bob had been successful in the 

west. 

e) Bob’s life in the West was not a bed of roses. Give 

reasons.  

 Bob’s had a little white scar near his right eyebrow. 

He was wounded heavily. So, his life in the west 

was not a bed of roses. 

f) Why didn’t Jimmy Wells, being a cop himself, 

arrest Bob?  

 Bob was the close friend of Jimmy wells. So, being 

a cop himself, he couldn’t arrest Bob. 

g) Who do you think has been more successful 

between the two? Give reasons.  

 Jimmy Wells was the successful man. Though 

Bob looked rich, He didn’t select right path. But, Jimmy 

is the gentle policeman guarding people. 

 

 
5. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each. (Text Page - 32) 

a) Compare and contrast the characters of Jimmy Wells and Bob with suitable references from the 

story to support your view. 

  Jimmy Wells and Bob were close friends. They grew together in Newyork. When Bob was eighteen, 

Jimmy was twenty. Bob went to West to seek his future. They planned to meet at the same Big Joe’ 

Brady’s Restaurant after twenty years. Jimmy was an honest man. He would never forget the past. So, he 

chose a right path. He became the policeman. He came to meet his friend at the correct time. But, when he 

found his friend as a criminal, he left the place. He sent another policeman to arrest him though he was his 

best friend. Bob, being wicked had fallen in the wrong way and earned a lot of money. He waited eagerly 

to see his friend. The policeman in the normal dress appeared before him as his friend, Jimmy. They began 

to walk together. Bob talked a lot about his success. When the light fell on the face of Jimmy, he identified 

that he was not his friend. At last, Bob was caught in red hand. 

b) ‘Means should justify the end.’ Explain this adage with reference to O. Henry’s story.  

  ‘Means should justify the end’- After twenty years, Jimmy wells and Bob planned to meet at Big Joe’ 

Brady’ Restaurant. Jimmy Wells was an honest man. He would never forget anything. He loved Newyork. 

He didn’t want to leave it. He was a good man. He became a policeman. He selected the right path to be 

the guardian of the people. In contrast to him, Bob was a greedy man. He was not satisfied with what he 

had. He went to the West to seek his future. He had chosen evil path and became a criminal. He was called 

as ‘Silky’ Bob. He was the most wanted criminal in Chicago. Though he became a rich man, he was not 

honest. He was arrested for his illegal deeds. Thus, the success of a man was calculated by his way of life. 
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c) ‘Tell me who your friends are and I shall tell you who you are’. How will you explain this statement 

in the light of Jimmy’s and Bob’s friendship?  

  Jimmy Wells and Bob were close friends. They grew together in Newyork. When Bob was eighteen, 

Jimmy was twenty. Bob went to West to seek his future. Jimmy Wells was an honest man. He would never 

forget anything. He loved Newyork. He didn’t want to leave it. He was a good man. He became a 

policeman. He selected the right path to be the guardian of the people. In contrast to him, Bob was a 

greedy man. He was not satisfied with what he had. He had chosen evil path and became a criminal. He 

was called as ‘Silky’ Bob. He was the most wanted criminal in Chicago. Though he became a rich man, he 

was not honest. Though they were friends, they didn’t have the same character. They are contrast to each 

other. Thus, the quotation ‘ Tell me who your friends are and I shall tell you who you are’ was not suitable 

for this friends. 

d) To your shock, you find out that your close friend is indulging in some wrong activity. Will you avoid 

him/her or try to correct him/her? Give reasons for your answer.  

  One day, I found that my friend was taking money from classmate’s bag. It was the lunch break. There 

was nobody in the classroom. I was shocked on seeing her stealing. I didn’t want to leave her friendship. I 

wished to correct her. She cried a lot. She told that her family was in poor economic condition. There was 

no money to pay the exam fee. So, she decided to steal the money. I corrected her mistake. I got some 

money from my father and paid the fees. I joined her in an office to do a part-time job. She could gain 

some salary to meet her needs. Thus, she became grateful to me forever. 

e) What would you do in this situation, if you were Jimmy Wells? Substantiate your reason.  

  If I were Jimmy Wells, I myself would have arrested my friend Bob. As a policeman, I should not give 

importance to emotion. All are equal before the law. I would take him to the jail. I would make him realize 

his mistakes. As a true friend, it was my duty to reform my friend. After few years, I would bring him as a 

good person to the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O. Henry's story "After Twenty Years" is an example of situational irony. The main ironic twist 

occurs at the very end "Silly" Bob realises that he has travelled a thousand miles to meet his old friend 

Jimmy wells. In the meantime, wells has become a policeman who recognises Bob as the man wanted by 

the Chicago police and asks him arrested. In this situational irony the actual events turns out to be 

different from what has expected Bob expected a pleasant meeting with an old friend and ended up being 

taken off to Jail. The reader is jsut as surprised by this turn of event as "Silky Bob". Perhaps Bob should 

Name of the poem  :  After twenty years 

Name of the poet  :  O. Henry 

Genre    :  Short story 

Literature   :  American Literature 

Theme    :  Friendship 
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have golden and intuition warning when he found that the restaurant, where he and Jimmy had wanted to 

meet after twenty years had been for five years ago. This itself is a situational irony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The story 'After Twenty Years’ was written by O.Henry. He was a popular American short story 

writer. In this story tells the story of two friends. Bob and Jimmy were friends. They plan to meet at the 

same place date and time after 20 years. Jimmy becomes a policeman and Bob becomes a criminal. Bob 

waits at the same place after 20 years. As a policeman Jimmy finds out that Bob is a criminal. So he sends 

another policeman to arrest him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We must be just. 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 

Name of the poem  :  After twenty years 

Name of the poet  :  O. Henry 

Genre    :  Short story 

Literature   :  American Literature 

Theme    :  Friendship 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Name of the poem  :  After twenty years 

Name of the poet  :  O. Henry 

Genre    :  Short story 

Literature   :  American Literature 

Theme    :  Friendship 

 Bob and Jimmy were friends. 

 Bob had gone to the west. 

 After twenty years he returned to New york to meet the friend. 

 He was the criminal wanted by Chicago. 

 Wells recognised him. 

 But he was not able to arrest him. 

 So he sent another plain clothes to do the job. 
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Hector Hugh Munro (18 December 1870 

known by the pen name Saki, 

writer whose witty, mischievous and sometimes macabre stories satirize 

Edwardian society and culture. He is consid

often compared to O. Henry. Besides his short stories he wrote a full

play, The Watched Pot, in collaboration with Charles Maude.

Philip Sletherby 

Saltpen Crest 
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(18 December 1870 – 14 November 1916), better 

 and also frequently as H. H. Munro, was a British

mischievous and sometimes macabre stories satirize 

Edwardian society and culture. He is considered a master of the short story, and 

Besides his short stories he wrote a full-length 

Pot, in collaboration with Charles Maude. 

  
Travelling in Train 

  
Jago Crest 
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British 

and 

 
Bertie - forgot his Purse 

 
Car with Crest Symbols 
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Philip Sletherhy 

An aspirant 

politician 

Wants to contest in 

MP elections 

Travelling to Brill 

Manor 

Intend to spend the 

weak end with Mrs. 

Saltpen Jago 

He searched his 

purse 
The train moved Berties boarded 

Mrs. Saltpen Jago 

An influential lady 

Begged Money from 

sletherby 

Sletherby questioned 

about crests 

Bertie gave an 

unsatisfied answer 

Sletherby doubted 

and refused to lend 

him money 

Shocked on learning 

the blended a hair of 

Jago 

Saw the car with two 

crests 

Welcomed by K.C. 

Claud people 
Reached Brill Manor 
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Philip Sletherby wished to become a popular politician. He went to Brill Manor to meet Honoria Saltpen. She was a 

highly influential lady. In the carriage, he met a young man. He introduced him as Bertie, son of SaltpenJago. He had left 

his purse after sealing an envelope with the crest, demi-lion. But, Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter 

had a greyhound courant crest. Bertie stated that it was the Jago crest. He added that his mother’s hair was dark brown 

similar to his. Bertie asked three quid to meet his week-end bill. Suspecting foul play, Sletherby refused to give as he 

saw Saltpen Jago in blonde hair. When he reached the place, he was shocked on seeing the door panel. It had two crests. 

The man who received him shared about the appearance of Saltpen Jago. Instead of her Beautiful Brown hair, she left 

blonde. Sletherby was shocked. At last, he realized that he had mistaken Bertie. 

 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY ENGLISH Jizg;ghlk; jkpo; 

Philip Sletherby settled himself down in an almost empty 

railway carriage, with the pleasant consciousness of 

being embarked on an agreeable and profitable 

pilgrimage. He was bound for Brill Manor, the country 

residence of his newly achieved acquaintance, Mrs. 

Saltpen-Jago. *Hono- ria Saltpen-Jago was a person of 

some social importance in London, of considerable 

importance and influence in the county of Chalkshire. 

The county of Chalkshire, or, at any rate, the eastern 

division of it, was of immediate personal interest to 

Philip Sletherby; it was held for the Government in the 

present Parliament by a gentleman who did not in- tend 

to seek re-election, and Sletherby was under serious 

consideration by the party managers as his possible suc- 

cessor, and with luck, the seat might be held. The 

Saltpen- Jago influence was not an item which could be 

left out of consideration, and the political aspirant had 

been delighted at meeting Honoria at a small and friendly 

luncheon-party, still more gratified when she had asked 

him down to her country house for the following Friday-

to-Tuesday. He was obviously ‘on approval’, and if he 

could secure the good- will of his hostess he might count 

on her nominating him as an assured thing. If he failed 

to find favour in her eyes 

— well, the local leaders would probably cool off in 

their 

embryo enthusiasm for him. 

gpypg; ];Nyjh;ig xU Gdpj gazj;jpw;F nry;tJ 

Nghy; fpsk;gp> Gif tz;bapy; ahUkpy;yh ngl;bapy; 

cl;fhh;e;jhh;. mth; rhy;lngd;. [fhtpd; gz;iz 

tPl;bw;F nry;fpd;whh;. rhy;l;ngd;-[Nfh yz;ldpy; 

cs;s rhy;~ah; vd;w ,lj;jpy; kpfTk; kjpg;G 

kpf;fth;. gpypg;];Njyh;igf;F me;j ,lj;jpd; Nky; 

xU tpUg;gk; ,Ue;jJ. mq;F Njh;jy; itj;jhy; 

gpypg;];Njh;igia Ntl;ghsuhf mwptpf;f fl;rp 

KbntLj;Js;sJ. mjw;F rhy;lngd;-[Nfhtpd; 

MjuT Njit. Mifahy;> jd;Dila murpay; 

Eiotpw;fhf> ,e;j ngz;kzpapd; tPl;bw;F 

nts;spf;fpoik Kjy; nrt;tha;f;fpoik tiu 

tpUe;jpw;fhf nrd;whh;. mq;F> jd;id cgrhpf;Fk; 

ngz;zpd; ed;kjpg;gpid ngwNtz;Lk; vd;W 

fUjpdhh;. NkYk;> jd;id Ntl;ghsuhf mwptpg;ghh; 

vd;W cWjpahf ek;gpdhh;. me;jg; ngz;zpw;F 

mtiug; gpbf;fhtpl;lhy;> cs;@hpy; cs;s 

jiyth;fs; mtiu murpaypy; Kd;Ndw tplhky; 

mKf;fp tpLthh;fs;. 

Among the passengers dotted about on the platform, 

await- ing their respective trains, Sletherby espied a club 

ac- quaintance, and called him up to the carriage-window 

Vida gazpfs; jq;fsJ Giftz;bf;fhf 

fhj;jpUf;Fk; nghOJ> ];Nyjh;ig jdJ rq;fj;J 

egiug; ghh;j;jhh;. mtUld; [d;;dy; mUfpy; 

mul;il mbj;jhh;. 
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for a chat. 

“Oh, you’re staying with Mrs. Saltpen-Jago for the 

week- end, are you? I expect you’ll have a good time; 

she has the reputation of being an excellent hostess. 

She’ll be useful to you, too, if that Parliamentary project 

— hullo, you’re off. Good-bye.” 

‘X! rhy;l;ngd;-[Nfhtpd; tPl;bw;F nry;fpwPh;fsh? 

mth; ed;whf jdJ tpUe;jhspfis ftdpg;gth; 

mth;. cq;fSf;F ,e;j ghuhSkd;w Njh;jypy; 

cgNahfkhf ,Ug;ghh;” vd;W $wpagb tpil 

ngw;whh;. 

Sletherby waved good-bye to his friend, pulled up the 

win- dow, and turned his attention to the magazine lying 

on his lap. He had scarcely glanced at a couple of pages, 

however, when a smothered curse caused him to glance 

hastily at the only other occupant of the carriage. His 

travelling compan- ion was a young man of about two-

and-twenty, with dark hair, fresh complexion, and the 

blend of smartness and dis- array that marks the costume 

of a ‘nut’ who is bound on a rustic holiday. He was 

engaged in searching furiously and ineffectually for 

some elusive or non-existent object; from time to time he 

dug a sixpenny bit out of a waistcoat pock- et and stared 

at it ruefully, then recommenced the futile searching 

operations. A cigarette-case, matchbox, latchkey, silver 

pencil case, and railway ticket were turned out on  to the 

seat beside him, but none of these articles seemed  to 

afford him satisfaction; he cursed again, rather louder 

than before. The vigorous pantomime did not draw forth 

any remark from Sletherby, who resumed his scrutiny of 

the magazine. 

];Nyjh;ig ifia mirj;jgb jdJ kbapy; cs;s 

nra;jpj;jhis ghh;j;jhh;. xU ,uz;L gf;fj;ij 

gbg;gjw;Fs; jdf;F vjpNu ,Ue;j xUj;jd; $wpa 

fLikahd thh;j;ijfis Nfl;L mjph;e;jhh;. 

mtUila rf gazp> 22 taJ kpf;f fUikahd 

$e;jiy nfhz;ltd;. cw;rhfkhd Njhw;wj;ij 

cilatd;. mtDila cilia ghh;j;jhy;> 

tpLKiwf;F nry;gtd; Nghy; njhpe;jJ. mtd; 

VNjh xU nghUis jPtpukhf NjLfpd;whd;. 

mbf;fb> MW ngd;dpia jdJ ghf;nfl;by; 

,Ue;J vLj;J ghh;j;Jf;nfhz;lhd;. jd;Dila 

rpfnul; ngl;b> jPg;ngl;b> ngl;brhtp> nts;sp 

ngd;rpy; lg;gh kw;Wk; gazr; rPl;L Mfpa vJTk; 

mtDf;F jpUg;jp mspf;ftpy;iy. mtdJ 

tpNdhjkhd nra;if ];Nyjh;igiaf;F 

njhy;iyahf ,y;iy. mth; jdJ nra;jpj;jhis 

gbj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jhh;. 

“I say!” exclaimed a young voice presently, “didn’t I 

hear you say you were going down to stay with Mrs. 

Saltpen- Jago at Brill Manor? What a coincidence! My 

*mater, you know. I’m coming on there on Monday 

evening, so we shall meet. I’m quite a stranger; haven’t 

seen the mater for six months at least. I was away 

yachting last time she was in Town. I’m Bertie, the 

second son, you know. I say, it’s an awfully lucky 

coincidence that I should run across some- one who 

knows the mater just at this particular moment. I’ve done 

a damned awkward thing.” 

xU ,sikahd Fuy; Nfl;lJ. ‘ePq;fs; gphpy; 

kNdhhpy; cs;s jpUkjp. rhy;l;ngd;-[Nfhtpd; 

tPl;by; jq;f NghfpwPh;fsh? ehDk; jpq;fs; fpoik 

mq;Nf tUNtd;. mq;F ehk; re;jpf;fyhk;. ehd; 

mq;F te;J MW khjk; Mfptpl;lJ. ehd; jhd; 

rhy;l;ngd;-[Nfhtpd; ,uz;lhtJ kfd;> ngh;b. 

ehd; Nahff;fhud;. ey;yNtis ePq;fs; te;jPh;fs;. 

ehd; xU rpf;fypy; khl;bf; nfhz;Nld;”. 

“You’ve lost something, haven’t you?” said Sletherby. eP vijNah njhiyj;J tpl;lhah? ];Nyjh;ig 

Nfl;lhh;. 

“Not exactly, but left behind, which is almost as bad; just 

as inconvenient, anyway. I’ve come away without my 

sov- ereign-purse, with four quid in it, all my worldly 

wealth for the moment. It was in my pocket all right, just 

before I was starting, and then I wanted to seal a letter, 

and the sover- eign-purse happens to have my crest on it, 

‘njhiyf;ftpy;iy. tpl;L te;Jtpl;Nld;. 4 fpaPl; 

gzk; cs;s ifg;igia tpl;L te;Jtpl;N;ld;. ehd; 

xU fbjj;ij mDg;g milahsk; itf;f Ntz;b 

,Ue;jjhy;> vdJ ifg;igia gad;gLj;jp> mij 

mg;gbNa Nki[apy; itj;J tpl;Nld;. vdJ ifapy; 

rpy ehzaq;fs; ,Ue;jjhy;> mijf; nfhz;l 
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so I whipped it out to stamp the seal with, and, like a 

double-distilled idiot, I must have left it on the table. I 

had some silver loose in my pocket, but after I’d paid for 

a taxi and my ticket I’d only got this forlorn little six 

pence left. I’m stopping at a little country inn near 

Brondquay for three days’ fishing; not a soul knows me 

there, and my week-end bill, and tips, and cab to and 

from the station, and my ticket on to Brill, that will 

mount up to two or three quid, won’t it? If you wouldn’t 

mind lending me two pound ten, or three for pref- erence, 

I shall be awfully obliged. It will pull me out of no end 

of a hole.” 

Ch;jpf;Fk;> gazr; rPl;Lf;Fk; nfhLj;Jtpl;Nld;. 

,dpNky;> ehd; xU jq;Fk; tpLjpf;F %d;W ehs; 

kPd; gpbg;gjw;fhf nry;fpNwd;. mq;F ahUf;Fk; 

vd;id njhpahJ. mq;F ehd; jq;Fk; nryT> 

tz;b> gphpy;Yf;F nry;y gazr;rPl;L vLf;f vd 2 

my;yJ 3 fpaPl; gzk; Njitg;gLfpwJ. ePq;fs; 

mg;gzj;ij nfhLj;jhy;> ehd; cq;fSf;F ed;wp 

kwthjthdha; ,Ug;Ngd;. ehd; vdJ 

gpur;ridapypUe;J kPs;Ntd;” vd;whd;. 

“I think I can manage that,” said Sletherby, after a mo- 

ment’s hesitation. 

xU epkpl jaf;fj;jpw;Fg; gpd; ];Nyjh;ig ‘me;j 

gpur;ridia rhp gz;zp tplyhk;” vd;whh;. 

“Thanks awfully. It’s jolly good of you. What a lucky 

thing for me that I should have chanced across one of the 

mater’s friends. It will be a lesson to me not to leave my 

exchequer lying about anywhere, when it ought to be in 

my pocket. I suppose the moral of the whole thing is 

don’t try and con- vert things to purposes for which they 

weren’t intended. Still, when a sovereign-purse has your 

crest on it–” 

‘kpfTk; ed;wp. ehd; nuhk;g mjph;\;lrhyp. mjdhy; 

jhd; ePq;fs; vd;Dld; ,Uf;fpwPh;fs;. ,e;j rk;gtk; 

vdf;F xU ghlj;ij fw;gpj;jpUf;fpwJ. vdJ 

ifg;igapy; FLk;g milahsNk ,Ue;jhYk;> xU 

nghUis mJ ,Uf;f Ntz;ba ,lj;jpy; itf;f 

Ntz;Lk;” vd;whd;. 

“What is your crest, by the way?” Sletherby asked, care- 

lessly. 

‘cq;fsJ FLk;g milahsk; vJ?” vd;W 

];Nyjh;ig tpdtpdhh;. 

“Not a very common one,” said the youth; “a demi-lion 

holding a cross-crosslet in itspaw.” 

‘mJ nghJthdJ my;y. tpj;jpahrkhdJ. xU 

ghjp rpq;fk; jdJ cs;sq;ifapy; xU rpYitia 

gpbj;j khjphp ,Uf;Fk;” vd;W me;j ,isQd; 

nrhd;dhd;. 

“When your mother wrote to me, giving me a list of 

trains, she had, if I remember rightly, a greyhound 

*courant on her notepaper,” observed Sletherby. There 

was a tinge of cold- ness in his voice. 

‘cdJ mk;kh vdf;F fbjk; vOjpajpy; xU ehapy; 

milahsk; ,Ue;jJ” vd;whh;. mtuJ Fuypy; xU 

fytuk; njhpe;jJ. 

“That is the Jago crest,” responded the youth promptly; 

“the demi-lion is the Saltpen crest. We have the right to 

use both, but I always use the demi-lion, because, after 

all, we are really Saltpens.” 

‘mJ [Nfh milahsk;. ,J rhy;l;ngd; 

milahsk;. ehq;fs; ,uz;ilAk; gad;gLj;jyhk;. 

Mdhy;> ehd; vg;nghOJk; rpq;fj;ij kl;LNk 

gad;gLj;JNtd;” vd;whd;. 

There was silence for a moment or two, and the young 

man began to collect his fishing tackle and other 

belongings from the rack. 

rpy epkplq;fs; mikjpahf fope;jJ. me;j 

,isQd; jdJ nghUs;fis vLf;f Muk;gpj;jhd;. 

“My station is the next one,” he announced. ‘vdJ epWj;jk; mLj;jJ” vd;whd;. 

“I’ve never met your mother,” said Sletherby suddenly, 

“though we’ve corresponded several times. My introduc- 

tion to her was through political friends. Does she 

resemble you at all in feature? I should rather like to be 

able to pick her out if she happened to be on the platform 

‘ehd; cdJ mk;khit Nehpy; re;jpj;jJ ,y;iy. 

mth; vt;thW ,Ug;ghh;? cd;id khjphp 

,Ug;ghh;fsh?? vd;W ];Nyjh;ig Nfl;lhh;. 
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to meet me.” 

“She’s supposed to be like me. She has the same dark 

brown hair and high colour; it runs in her family. I say, 

this is where I get out.” 

vdJ mk;kh vd;id khjphp fUikahd 

$e;jiyAk;> ey;y epwKk; cilath;. ehd; ,q;Nf 

,wq;fg;NghfpNwd;” vd;whd;. 

“Good-bye,” said Sletherby. ‘Ngha; th” vd;W ];Nyjh;ig $wpdhH. 

“You’ve forgotten the three quid,” said the young man, 

opening the carriagedoor and pitching his suit-case on to 

the platform. 

‘ePq;fs; me;j 3f;tpl; gzj;ij kwe;J tpl;Bh;fsh? 

vd;W ngh;l;b Nfl;lhd;. 

“I’ve no intention of lending you three pounds, or three 

shillings,” said Sletherby severely. 

‘ehd; cdf;F xU ehzak; $l jUtjw;F 

jahuhftpy;iy” vd;W ];Nyjh;ig fLikahf 

$wpdhh;. 

“But you said–” ‘Mdhy; ePq;fs; $wpdPh;fs;” 

“I know I did. My suspicions hadn’t been roused then, 

though I hadn’t necessarily swallowed your story. The 

dis- crepancy about the crests put me on my guard, 

notwith- standing the really brilliant way in which you 

accounted for it. Then I laid a trap for you; I told you that 

I had never met Mrs. Saltpen-Jago. As a matter of fact I 

met her at lunch on Monday last. She is a pronounced 

blonde.” 

‘ehd; $wpNdd;. cdJ fijia Nfl;f vdf;F 

re;Njfk; cUthfpaJ. FLk;g milahsk; gw;wp 

Nfl;l nghOJ eP njspthf xU fijia 

nrhd;dha;. ehd; cd;dplk; jpUkjp rhy;ngl;d;-

[Nfhit ghh;j;jJ ,y;iy vd;Nwd;. mJ ngha;. eP 

nry;tJ cz;ikah vd;W fz;Lgpbg;gjw;F 

nrhd;dJ. ehd; fle;j jpq;fs;fpoik jhd; 

mth;fis ghh;j;Njd;. mtUf;F nghd;dpwkhd 

$e;jy;” vd;W ];Nyjh;ig $wpdhh;. 

The train moved on, leaving the soi-disant cadet of the 

Salt- pen-Jago family cursing furiously on the platform. 

Giftz;b efh;e;jJ. rhy;l;ngd;-[Nfhtpd; kfd; 

vd;W $wpatd; rgpj;Jf;nfhz;Nl nrd;whd;. 

“Well, he hasn’t opened his fishing expedition by 

catching a flat,” chuckled Sletherby. He would have an 

entertain- ing story to recount at dinner that evening, and 

his clever little trap would earn him applause as a man of 

resource and astuteness. He was still telling his 

adventure in imagi- nation to an attentive audience of 

dinner guests when the train drew up at his destination. 

On the platform he was greeted sedately by a tall 

footman, and noisily by Claude People, K.C., who had 

apparently travelled down by the same train. 

‘,td; xU kPd; gpbg;gjw;fhf tPl;ilNa 

tghq;Ffpwhd;” vd;W eifr;Ritahf ];Nyjh;ig 

$wpdhh;. ,d;W ,uT rhg;gpLk; nghOJ ,e;j 

rk;gtj;ij $w Ntz;Lk; vd;W epidj;jhh;. 

midtUk; ,tiug; ghuhl;Lthh;fs;. ,tUila 

epWj;jk; te;jTld;> eilNkilapy; nuhk;gTk; 

khpahijahf fpshL gPg;Gs; Nf.rp. tuNtw;whh;. 

“Hullo, Sletherby! You spending the week-end at Brill? 

Good. Excellent. We’ll have a round of golf together to- 

morrow; I’ll give you your revenge for Hoylake. Not a 

bad course here, as inland courses go. Ah, here we are; 

here’s the car waiting for us, and very nice, too!” 

‘];Nyjh;ig> gphpYf;F te;jPh;fsh?” ey;yJ Nfhy;g; 

tpisahl;L ehis tpisahlyhk;. ekf;fhf fhh; 

fhj;jpUf;fpwJ”. mth;fSf;fhf te;j fhh; kpfTk; 

nghpajhf ,Ue;jJ. nghpa cztfj;jpy; Eioe;jJ 

Nghy; gy tbtikg;Gld; ,Ue;jJ. 

The car which won the K.C.’s approval was a 

sumptuous- looking vehicle, which seemed to embody 

the last word in elegance, comfort, and locomotive 

power. Its graceful lines and symmetrical design masked 

the fact that it was an enor- mous wheeled structure, 

combining the features of a hotel lounge and an engine-

room. 

‘ekJ Kd;Ndhh;fs; nrd;w Fjpiu tz;bNghy; ,J 

gpuk;khz;lkhf cs;sJ” vd;W Nf.rp. fhiu ghuhl;b 

nfhz;L te;jhh;. NkYk;> fhhpd; gFjpfisAk; 

Xl;Ltjw;F NjitahditfisAk; gw;wp 

NgRfpwhh;. 
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“Different sort of vehicle to the post-chaise in which our 

grandfathers used to travel, eh?” exclaimed the lawyer 

ap- preciatively. And for Sletherby’s benefit he began 

running over the chief points of perfection in the fitting 

and mecha- nism of the car. 

‘ekJ Kd;Ndhh;fs; nrd;w Fjpiu tz;bNghy; ,J 

gpuk;khz;lkhf cs;sJ” vd;W Nf.rp. fhiu ghuhl;b 

nfhz;L te;jhh;. NkYk;> fhhpd; gFjpfisAk; 

Xl;Ltjw;F NjitahditfisAk; gw;wp 

NgRfpwhh;. 

Sletherby heard not a single word, noted not one of the 

de- tails that were being expounded to him. His eyes were 

fixed on the door panel, on which were displayed two 

crests: a greyhound courant and a demi-lion holding in 

its paw a crosscrosslet. 

];Nyjh;ig fhjpy; vJTk; tpotpy;iy mtuJ 

fz;fs; fhhpd; ,uz;L fjitg; ghh;j;J 

nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd. mjpy;> ,uz;L 

milahsq;fSk; - xU ehAk;> xU rpq;fKk; jdJ 

ifapy; rpYit itj;jgbAk; ,Ue;jd. 

The K.C. was not the sort of man to notice an absorbed 

silence on the part of a companion. He had been silent 

him- self for nearly an hour in the train, and his tongue 

was mak- ing up for lost time. Political gossip, personal 

anecdote, and general observation flowed from him in an 

uninterrupted stream as the car sped along the country 

roads; from the inner history of the Dublin labour 

troubles and the private life of the Prince Designate of 

Albania he progressed with an easy volubility to an 

account of an alleged happening  at the ninth hole at 

Sandwich, and a verbatim report of a remark made by 

the Duchess of Pathshire at a Tango tea. Just as the car 

turned in at the Brill entrance gates the K.C. captured 

Sletherby’s attention by switching his remarks to the 

personality of their hostess. 

Nf.rp. mikjpahd kdpjh; ,y;iy. Giftz;bapy; 

xU kzp Neuk; mikjpahf ,Uej;jjhy;> 

,g;;nghOJ fhhpy; Ngrpf;nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jhh;. 

murpay; Gusp> jdJ nrhe;jf;fij kw;Wk; nghJ 

tp\aq;fis Ngrpf;nfhz;L ,Ue;jhh;. lg;ypdpy; 

cs;s njhopyhsh;fs; gpur;rid> my;ngdpahtpd; 

,sturhpd; nrhe;j tho;f;if> ghj;\;ahpd; ,sturp 

Nlq;Nfh b vd;w ,lj;jpy; nrhd;d thh;j;ijfs; 

vd;W Vfg;gl;l tp\aq;fis $wpdhh;. gpwF> 

jq;fis tpUe;J cgrhpf;Fk; ngz;kzpiag; gw;wp 

Ngrpdhh;. 

“Brilliant woman, level-headed, a clear thinker, knows 

exactly when to take up an individual or a cause, exactly 

when to let him or it drop. Influential woman, but spoils 

herself and her chances by being too restless. No repose. 

Good appearance, too, till she made that idiotic change.” 

‘mwpthsp ey;y Gj;jp $h;ik cilath;. ahUf;F 

vd;d Ntz;Lk; vd;W rhpahf Ghpe;jth; kf;fs; 

nry;thf;F cilath;. Mdhy; Xa;T vLf;fhky; 

coif;fpwhh;. ahhplKk; cjtp vjph;ghh;f;fhjth;. 

ey;y Njhw;wk; cs;sth;. Mdhy; xU 

Kl;lhs;jdkhd khw;wk; nra;jhh;. 

“Change?” queried Sletherby, “what change?” khw;wkh? ‘vd;d khw;wk;?” vd;W ];Nyjh;ig 

Nfl;lhh;. 

“What change? You don’t mean to say– Oh, of course, 

you’ve only known her just lately. She used to have 

beauti- ful dark brown hair, which went very well with 

her fresh complexion; then one day, about five weeks ago, 

she elec- trified everybody by appearing as a brilliant 

blonde. Quite ruined her looks. Here we are. I say, what’s 

the matter with you? You look rather ill.” 

‘vd;d khw;wkh?” ‘X! cq;fSf;F ,g;nghOJjhd; 

rhyl;ngd;-[Nfhitj; njhpAk;. mtUf;F> mofpa 

fUikahd $e;jy; Gj;Jzh;r;rpAld; njhpthh;. 

Ie;J thuj;jpw;F Kd;dhy;> mth; jdJ $e;jiy 

nghd;dpwkhf khw;wp midtiuAk; mjpu itj;jhh;. 

mtuJ moif mopj;J tpl;lhh;. cq;fSf;F vd;d 

Mfptpl;lJ? clk;G rhpapy;yhjJ Nghy; 

,Uf;fpwPh;fs;” 
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embarked  –  boarded –  Nkw;nfhz;L 

espied  –  caught sight of –  rhf;fpd; Kid 

ineffectually  –  in vain –  gydw;w> tpisT mw;w 

ruefully  –  regretfully, sorrowfully –  tUj;jj;Jld; 

pantomime  –  exaggerated behaviour –  fl;Lf;fijia mbg;gilahff; 

nfhz;l ehlfj;jpy; gq;Nfw;Nghk; 

quid  –  (British) one pound sterling –  Gifapiyf; fj;ij 

exchequer  –  national treasury –  murhq;f nghf;fp\k; 

crest  –  a symbol representing a family, 

reproduced on writing paper 
–  cr;rp> rpfuk; 

tackle  –  equipment required for a task or sport –  jLg;ghl;lk; 

discrepancy  –  difference –  tpj;jpahrk; 

soi- distant  –  self styled –  Ra tpUg;g eil 

astuteness  –  cleverness –  kjp El;gk;> je;jpuk;> Gj;jp 

sedately  –  in a dignified manner –  rhe;jkhd 

sumptuous  –  expensive looking –  Mlk;guk; 

chaise  –  horse-drawn carriage –  ,U rf;fu Fjpiu tz;b> ,Oj;j 

,Og;Gf;F 

expounded  –  explained –  tpthpf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. 

volubility  –  fluency, talkativeness –  ruskhf NgR 

blonde  –  pale yellow hair –  nghd;dpwk; 

Honoria  –  (Latin) honour, a woman of reputation –  khpahij 

mater  –  (Latin) – mother –  fw;w 

courant  –  animal represented in the act of running –  tpyq;Ffs; XLk; ghij 

 

2 MARKS QUESTIONS 

1) Answer the following questions in about 30–50 

words each: (Text page - 63) 

a) Why did Phililp Sletherby visit Brill Manor? 

 PhilipSletherby visited Bill Manor to meet 

Mrs.Saltpen-Jago. 

b) How would Sletherby gain from his friendship 

with Honoria Saltpen–Jago? 

 Sletherby would gain nomination in the election 

from his friendship with Honoria Saltpen 

c) Why did his travel companion curse and 

mutter? 

 His travel companion had left behind his purse. 

So, he cursed and muttered. 

 

d) Describe Bertie’s problem. 

 Bertie had left his purse. He wanted three quid 

for his week-end expenditure. He asked the 

money to Sletherby. 

e) ‘There was a tinge of coldness in his voice.’ 

Why? 

 ‘There was a tinge of coldness in his voice’ 

because When Sletherby asked Bertie about his 

family symbol he said that it was a demi-lion. 

Actually, Mrs. Saltpen had written to him in a 

paper with the sympol of grey hound courant. So, 

Bertie was shocked. 
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f) Compare the two crests. 

 The crest mentioned by Bertie was a demi-lion. 

The other crest said by Sletherby was grey hound 

courant. 

g) What was Sletherby’s response to Bertie’s 

request? 

 Sletherby refused to give money to Bertie’s 

request. 

h) What caught his attention about the car door? 

 Sletherby was shocked on seeing the two crests 

on the door panel of the car. 

i) Describe Honario Saltpen-Jago. 

 HonarioSaltpen was a brilliant woman. She knew 

what to do for the good of the people. But, she 

didn’t take care of her appearance. Though she 

had a beautiful brown hair, she appeared in 

blonde. 

j) Why did K.C’s words shock Sletherby? 

 K.C’s words shocked Sletherby because he 

realized that Bertie had not lied to him. 

2) Rearrange the sentences given below and write a 

summary of the story in a paragraph. Begin 

with:  

 Philip Sletherby was travelling by train to Brill 

Manor.  

a) The young man introduced himself as Bertie, the son 

of Saltpen Jago.  

b) Bertie needed three pounds desperately and asked 

Sletherby to lend it to him.  

c) All the time Sletherby was gazing at the door panel 

of the car, on which were the two crests – a demi-

lion and a greyhound courant.  

d) He was received by Claude People. K.C., who had 

kept on talking about various things.  

e) Bertie had left his purse behind, after sealing an 

envelope with the crest on the purse.  

f) Bertie stated that it was the Jago crest. He further 

added that his mother’s hair was dark brown similar 

to his.  

g) While describing the appearance of Honario Saltpen-

Jago, K.C. referred to her altered hairstyle.  

h) Sletherby realized that Bertie had not lied to him, but 

that he had mistaken him for a fraud.  

i) He explained that the Saltpen crest was that of a 

demi-lion.  

j) Sletherby sat dumbstruck on learning that Mrs. 

Honario Saltpen Jago had changed her dark brown 

hair to a blonde, just five weeks ago.  

k) Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter 

had a greyhound courant crest.  

l) His companion in the train was a young man who was 

searching for something frantically.  

m) Suspecting foul play, Sletherby did not give him any 

money, as he knew Mrs. Saltpen-Jago was a blonde. 

Answer:  

 1) a, e, b, i, k, f, m, d, c, g, j, h 

3) Explain the following phrases selected from the 

story in your own words and work with a 

partner to make sentences using these phrases:  

a) on approval - confirm  

 Eg : The loan was on approval of the manager. 

b) a rustic holiday – home stay in the village  

 Eg : I had a rustic holiday during last summer.  

c) a double-distilled idiot- absolute idiot  

 Eg : My friend is a double-distilled idiot.  

d) a tinge of coldness- dualism  

 Eg : There was a tinge of coldness in my decision to 

choose my career.  

e) making up for lost time-hurry to compensate for 

lost time  

 Eg : After seven years in prison, he’s home with his 

kids and making up for lost time. 
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4. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 100–150 words each. (Text Page - 64) 

a) Describe the youth’s strange behavior when he was in the train. 

  When the youth was in the train, he felt restless. He had dark hair and fresh look. He looked as if to 

have a rustic holiday. He was searching something. He took out six penny from his packet often. He 

searched his cigarette-case, matchbox, latchkey, silver pencil case and railway ticket. He couldn’t get any-

thing. He cursed louder and louder. 

b) One has to be cautious and not be carried away by stories. How did Sletherby exhibit caution?  

  Sletherby met a young man in the train. He introduced him as Bertie, second son of Saltpen-Jago. He 

left his purse after sealing an envelope with the crest, demi-lion. But, Sletherby pointed out to him that his 

mother’s letter had a greyhound courant crest. Bertie stated that it was the Jago crest. He added that his 

mother’s hair was dark brown similar to him. Bertie asked three quid to meet his week-end bill. 

Suspecting foul play, Sletherby refused to give as he saw Saltpen Jago in blonde hair. Thus, Sletherby 

exhibited his caution. 

c) How did Sletherby’s judgement of Bertie turn out to be a wrong one? 

  When Sletherby reached Brill Manor, he was shocked on seeing the two crests on the door panel. As 

Bertie had said, they used both the crests. Then, K.C began to talk about the personality of Saltpen- Jago. 

Once, she had beautiful dark brown hair. At present she appeared with blonde hair. She was not giving 

importance to her appearance. Actually, Saltpen-Jago had same brown hair as her son. Thus, Sletherby’s 

judgement of Bertie turned out to be a wrong one. 

d) As Sletherby, would you apologise to Bertie for your rude behavior? Give reasons. 

  As Sletherby, I would apologize to Bertie for my rude behaviour. I considered myself as smart and 

clever. I analysed only two things- crest and hair colour of Saltpen-Jago. It went wrong. Though Bertie 

requested me to give three quid in a humble way, I refused. He was going for three days fishing. Nobody 

knew him there. Still, I was not moved. It was my mistake. When I came to know the truth, I was shocked. 

He was the real son. I misunderstood myself as the most intelligent man. 

e) ‘Seeing is believing’ How is this humourously disproved in this story? Bring out the irony in the 

situation. 

  Philip Sletherby wished to become a popular politician. He went to Brill Manor to meet HonoriaSalt-

pen. She was a highly influential lady. In the carriage, he met a young man. He introduced him as Bertie, 

son of SaltpenJago. He had left his purse after sealing an envelope with the crest, demi-lion. But, Sle-

therby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter had a greyhound courant crest. Bertie stated that it was 

the Jago crest. He added that his mother’s hair was dark brown similar to his. Bertie asked three quid to 

meet his week-end bill. Suspecting foul play, Sletherby refused to give as he saw Saltpen Jago in blonde 

hair. When he reached the place, he was shocked on seeing the door panel. It had two crests. The man who 

received him shared about the appearance of Saltpen Jago. Instead of her Beautiful Brown hair, she left 

blonde. Sletherby was shocked. At last, he realized that he had mistaken Bertie. Thus there is irony in 

‘Seeing is Believing’.  
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Sletherhy was travelling to Brill Manor with the hope of securing the nomination of Mrs. Saltpen Jago 

so that he could become an MP of Chalkshire. Bertie, the second son of Mrs. Saltpen jago was going from 

London in the countryside to go for fishing. Before boarding the train, Bertie had left the purse after 

sealing an envelope with crest. So he asked Sletherby to lend him three pounds. He also knew that Philip 

Sletheaby has going to visit his mother.  

In course of conversation, Sletherhy asked about the appearance of his mother. But Bertie gave a 

different description of missing crest in contrast to what Sletherby sat that his mother has written about 

similarly. To make sure that Bertie has the son of Mrs.Saltpen Jago, he lied to him that he had not at all 

mesher.  

When Bertie got down at his station he asked for money. But Sletherby refused. He said that there has 

a discrepancy regarding the crest. When Sletherby reached the Brill Manor he was welcomed by claude 

people K.C, the lawyer. Sletherhy was dumbstruck on learning that Mrs. Saltpen Jago had changed her 

dark brown to a blonde just 5 weeks ago. Just then he realised that Bertie had not lied but he had mistaken 

him for a fraud. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wrong guess resulted in heavy loss. 

Name of the poem  :  A Shot in the Dark 

Name of the poet  :  H.H. Munro 

Penname   :  Saki 

Theme    :  Misconception / A wrong Guess 

Characters   :  Philip Slethery - An Aspirant politician 

      Mrs. Saltpen Jugo - A rich and influential lady of high rank 

Bertie    :  Second son of Mrs. Saltpen Jago. Claude people K.C. - A  

      mind of Sletherty. 
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Philip Sletherby travels by train to meet Mrs. Saltpenjago. Bertie, her second son travels with him. 

Unfortunately Bertie left his purse in the room. He asks sletherby to lend him money. He also knew that 

Philip sletherby has going to visit his mother. He says that his mother has dark brown hair. Sletherby does 

not believe his words. So he does not give him money. Later he comes to know the truth. He felt sorry for 

his mistake and realised that Bertie had said the truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLOW LEARNERS 

 Philip Sletherhy travels by train is spend the weekend in Mrs.Saltpen 

Jugos house. 

 Her son Bertie travels with him. 

 He has forgotten to bring his purse. 

 So he asks Philip to lend him money. 

 Bertie uses a demi lion crest. 

 He says that his mother dark blonde hair. 

 Philip doesn't believe his words. 

 So he doesn't intend to lend him money. 

 Later, he knews the train. 

 He realizes his mistake. 

Name of the poem  :  A Shot in the Dark 

Name of the poet  :  H.H. Munro 

Penname   :  Saki 

Theme    :  Misconception / A wrong Guess 

Characters   :  Philip Slethery - An Aspirant politician 

      Mrs. Saltpen Jugo - A rich and influential lady of high rank 

Bertie    :  Second son of Mrs. Saltpen Jago. Claude people K.C. - A  

      mind of Sletherty. 
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	a) Describe the author's grandmother.
	She had always been short and fat and slightly bent. Her face was a criss-cross of wrinkles. Her silver locks were scattred untidily over her pale face and her lips moved in silent prayer.
	b) What was the daily routine of the grandmother at home?
	c) How is school education in the village different from that in the city?
	d) The grandmother appreciated the value of education. Give instances in support of your answer.
	e) The grandmother was strong-minded. Justify.
	f) How did the grandmother spend the last few hours of her life?
	1) The children in the village school were taught the alphabet. Did grandmother know the alphabet?
	2) That was a turning in our friendship”. What happened to their friendship?
	3) What took the place of village dogs in grandmother’s life in the ity?
	4) In what respects does the author state that city school education was different from village school education? Mentio at least three points.
	5) What used to be ‘the happiest half hour of the day’ for the grandmother?
	6) ‘I would be away for five years, and at her age one could never tell’. What did the author imply here?
	7) What could have been the cause of grandmother’s illness?
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