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About the Author    ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

	 	 Khushwant Singh is an Indian novelist and lawyer. He studied at St. Stephen’s 
College, Delhi and King's college, London. He joined the Indian Foreign Service 
in 1947. As a writer, he  is best known for his keen secularism, Sarcasm, and love 
for poetry. He served as the editor of several literary and news magazines as well 
as two newspapers. Khushwant Singh was awarded with Padma Bhushan in 1974, 
Padma Vibhushan by the Government of India and Sahitya Akademi Fellowship by 
Sahitya Academy of India. The Mark of Vishnu ‘A History of Sikhs’, The Train to 

Pakistan, Success Mantra, We Indians and Death at my Doorstep are some of his brilliant works.
  °wõ‰ˆ Cƒ å¼ Þ‰Fò ï£õô£CKò˜ ñŸÁ‹ õö‚èPë˜ Ýõ£˜. ªì™LJ½œ÷ v¯ð¡ 
è™ÖKJ™ ô‡ìQ½œ÷ Aƒv è™ÖKJ½‹ ðJ¡ø£˜. 1947&Þ™ Þ‰Fò ªõO»ø¾ ¶¬øJ™ 
«ê˜‰î£˜. â¿ˆî£÷ó£ù Þõ˜, Ý›‰î ñî„ê£˜H¡¬ñ «èL‚ A‡ì™ ñŸÁ‹ èM¬îJ¡ e¶ 
«ñ£è‹ ÞõŸPŸè£è â™«ô£ó£½‹ ÜPòŠð†ìõ˜. Þó‡´ ªêŒFˆî£œèœ à†ðì ªêŒF Þî›èœ 
ñŸÁ‹ Ü«ïè Þô‚Aò ðˆFK‚¬èèÀ‚° Þîö£CKòó£è ðE¹K‰î£˜. 1974&Þ™ ðˆñÌê¡ M¼¶ 
õöƒèŠð†ì¶. Þ‰Fò Üóê£™, ðˆñMÌê¡ M¼¶‹, ê£AˆFò Üè£ìI ÝŒõ£÷˜ G¬ô M¼¶‹ 
ê£AˆFò Üè£ìIò£™ õöƒèŠð†ì¶. ‘Mwµ °Pf´’, Y‚Aò˜èO¡ õóô£Á’, ‘ªõŸP‚è£ù 
ñ‰Fó‹’, ‘ï£ƒèœ Þ‰Fò˜èœ’ ñŸÁ‹ ‘â¡ i†´ èîõ¼A™ ÞøŠ¹’ «ð£¡ø¬õ Þõ¼¬ìò 
î¬ôCø‰îŠ ð¬ìŠ¹è÷£°‹.

Unit

1

ÝòˆîŠðì™Warm up

Based on the visuals given above, give five words/phrases each to describe these two family types.
Nuclear family Joint family

Ideal Patriarch
Independent Secured
Economic Traditional
We two and have two Dependent
Sweet couple Sweet children Happy

«ñ«ô ªè£´‚èŠð†ì è£†CèO¡ Ü®Šð¬ìJ™, Þ‰î Þó‡´ °´‹ð õ¬èè¬÷ 
MõK‚è ä‰¶ ªê£Ÿèœ/ªê£Ÿªø£ì˜è¬÷‚ ªè£´ƒèœ.

îQ‚°´‹ð‹ Ã†´‚°´‹ð‹

YKò/àò˜õ£ù õ‹ê‹/õ‹êˆ î¬ôõ˜

²î‰Fó‹ ð£¶è£Šð£ù¶

C‚èùñ£ù ñó¹õN

ï£‹ Þ¼õ˜, ïñ‚° Þ¼õ˜ ê£˜‰F¼ˆî™

ÞQ¬ñò£ù «ü£®, ÞQ¬ñò£ù °ö‰¬îèœ ê‰«î£û‹/ñA›„C

Prose
The Portrait of A lady

å¼ ªð‡E¡ æMò‹

- Khushwant Singh

-& °wõ‰ˆ Cƒ
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7 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

ð£ì„²¼‚è‹

Consolidation Points
		 The author’s grandfather wore a big turban and loose fitting clothes. 
		 The author’s parents had gone to the city in order to earn their bread. 
		 During his childhood the author studied in the village school which is attached to the temple.
		 The author’s grandmother went to temple which was attached to the school. 
		 She did not talk or show any emotion at the time of his departure. 
		 The whole morning the author’s grandmother was busy with her spinningwheel. 
		 She read the Holy Scriptures at the temple and in the evening both returned home. 
		 In the village school the author had studied alphabet and learnt to recite morning prayers. 
		 Being a very pious woman, the grandmother appreciated the value of education.
		 Suddenly her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers.

    Þ‰îŠ ð£ì‹ ¹è›ªðŸø Þ‰Fò ÝƒAô â¿ˆî£÷˜ °wõ‰ˆ Cƒ â¡ðõó£™ â¿îŠð†ì¶. 
ÞF™ Üõ˜ î¡ ð£†®J¡ CˆFó‹ ðŸP MõKˆF¼‚Aø£˜. Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò ªðŸ«ø£˜èœ ïèóˆFŸ° 
Þì‹ ªðò˜‰¶ «ð£ùî£™ Þõ˜ ð£†®»ì¡ Aó£ñˆF™ Þ¼‰î ðœO‚°Š «ð£°‹«ð£¶, Üõ¼ì¡ 
ð£†®»‹ õ¼õ£˜. è£Œ‰¶ «ð£ù ªó£†®ˆ ¶‡´è¬÷ ðø¬õèÀ‚°Š «ð£´õ£˜. âŠªð£¿¶‹ 
ªüðñ£¬ô¬ò à¼†®‚ ªè£‡«ìJ¼Šð£˜. ïèóˆFŸ° °®ªðò˜‰¶ ªê¡ø «ð£¶‹ ð£†® Þ«î 
ðö‚èˆ¬î ªî£ì˜‰î£˜. Üƒ«è Üõ˜ °¼MèÀ‚° î£Qòƒèœ «ð£´õ£˜. Þõ˜ ªõOï£†´‚° 
ªê¡ø«ð£¶ ð£†® ñù‹ èôƒèM™¬ô àì™G¬ô °¡Pò«ð£F½‹ ð£†® °¼MèÀ‚° ªó£†®ˆ 
¶‡´èœ «ð£´õ¬î å¼«ð£¶‹ îõøM†ìF™¬ô. ð£†® Þø‰î¾ì¡ i†´ î£›õ£óˆF™ 
ðø¬õèO¡ Ã†ì‹ Ã®ò¶. Ýù£™, ªó£†®ˆ ¶‡´èœ «ð£†ì«ð£F½‹, ðø¬õèœ è‡´ 
ªè£œ÷M™¬ô. ð£†®J¡ êìô‹ ÞÁF„ êìƒ°‚è£è â´ˆ¶„ ªê™ôŠð†ì«ð£¶ ðø¬õèœ 
Ü¬ñFò£è ðø‰¶ ªê¡ÁM†ìù.  

The Portrait of a Lady

Page - 1

Here is a story that brings out the 
bond between the author and his 
loving grandmother.

My grandmother, like everybody’s 
grandmother, was an old  woman. 
She had been old and wrinkled for 
the twenty years that I had known her. 
People said that she had once been 
young and pretty and had even had a 
husband, but that was hard to believe. 
My grandfather’s portrait hung above 
the mantelpiece in the drawing room. 
He wore a big turban and loose 
fitting clothes. His long, white beard 
covered the best part of his chest and 
he looked at least a hundred years old. 
He did not look the sort of person who 
would have a wife or children. He 
looked as if he could only have lots 
and lots of grandchildren. As for my 

å¼ ªð‡E¡ æMò‹

ð‚è‹ & 1

â¿ˆî£÷¼‚°‹ Üõó¶ Ü¡ð£ù ð£†®‚°‹ Þ¬ì-
Jô£ù H¬íŠ¬ð ªõOŠð´ˆ¶‹ å¼ è¬î Þƒ«è.

ñŸøõ˜èO¡ ð£†®¬òŠ «ð£ô«õ â¡Â¬ìò ð£†® 
õòî£ù ªð‡ñE Ýõ£˜. ï£¡ Üõ¬óŠ ð£˜ˆî 
Þ¼ð¶ Ý‡´è÷£è, õòî£ùõó£è¾‹ ²¼‚èƒèœ 
M¿‰¶ è£íŠð†ìõó£è¾‹ «î£¡Pù£˜. Üõ˜ å¼ 
è£ôˆF™ Þ÷¬ñò£è¾‹ Üöè£è Þ¼‰îî£è¾‹ «ñ½‹ 
å¼ èíõ˜ Ãì Þ¼‰îî£è¾‹ ñ‚èœ ÃPù˜. Ýù£™ 
Ü¬î ï‹¹õîŸ° è®ùñ£è Þ¼‰î¶. õó«õŸ¹ Ü¬øJ™ 
Þ¼‰î î†´ñ£ìˆFŸ° «ñ«ô â¡Â¬ìò î£ˆî£M¡ 
æMò‹ ªî£ƒèMìŠð†®¼‰î¶. î÷˜‰î ªð£¼ˆîñ£ù 
¶Eè¬÷»‹ å¼ ªðKò î¬ôŠð£¬è»‹ ÜE‰F¼‰î£˜. 
Üõ¼¬ìò ñ£˜ðè‹ º¿õ¬î»‹ c‡ì ªõœ¬÷ 
Gø î£® Í®J¼‰î¶. °¬ø‰îð†ê‹ ËÁ õ¼ìƒèœ 
õòî£ùõó£è è£íŠð†ì£˜. å¼ ñ¬ùM¬ò«ò£ 
Ü™ô¶ °ö‰¬îè¬÷«ò£ ªðŸP¼‚A¡ø ïðó£è Üõ˜ 
è£íŠðìM™¬ô. G¬øò, G¬øò «ðó‚°ö‰¬îè¬÷ 
à¬ìòõ¬óŠ «ð£ô Üõ˜ «î£ŸøñOˆî£˜. â¡Â¬ìò 
ð£†® Þ÷¬ñò£è¾‹ Üöè£è¾‹ Þ¼‰î£˜ â¡ð¬îŠ 
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8 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

grandmother being young and pretty, 
the thought was almost revolting. She 
often told us of the games she used 
to play as a child. That seemed quite 
absurd and undignified on her part 
and we treated it like the fables of the 
Prophets she used to tell us.

She had always been short and fat 
and slightly bent. Her face was a 
criss-cross of wrinkles running from 
everywhere to everywhere. No, we 
were certain she had always been as 
we had known her. Old, so terribly 
old that she could not have grown 
older, and had stayed at the same 
age for twenty years. She could 
never have been pretty; but she was 
always beautiful. She hobbled about 
the house in spotless white with one 
hand resting on her waist to balance 
her stoop and the other telling the 
beads of her rosary. Her silver locks 
were scattered untidily over her pale, 
puckered face, and her lips constantly 
moved in inaudible prayer. Yes, 
she was beautiful. She was like the 
winter landscape in the mountains, 
an expanse of pure white serenity 
breathing peace and contentment.

My grandmother and I were good 
friends, My parents left me with her 
when they went to live in the city 
and we were constantly together. She 
used to wake me up in the morning 
and get me ready for school. She said 
her morning prayer in a monotonous 
sing-song while she bathed and 
dressed me in the hope that I would 
listen and get to know it by heart; I 
listened because I loved her voice but 
never bothered to learn it. Then she 
would fetch my wooden slate which 
had already washed and plastered 
with yellow chalk, a tiny earthen 
ink-pot and a red pen, tie them all 
in a bundle and hand it to me. After 
a breakfast of a thick, stale chapatti 
with a little butter and sugar spread 
on it, we went to school. She carried 
several stale chapattis with her for the 
village dogs.

My grandmother always went to 
school with me because the school 

ðŸPò â‡íñ£ù¶ ãøˆî£ö ªõÁŠÌ†´Aøî£è 
Þ¼‰î¶. °ö‰¬îò£è Þ¼‰î«ð£¶ Üõ˜ M¬÷ò£®ò 
M¬÷ò£†´è¬÷Š ðŸP âƒèOì‹ Ü®‚è® ªê£¡ù£˜. 
Üõ¬óŠ ªð£¼ˆîñ†®™ ºŸP½‹ º†ì£œîùñ£è¾‹ 
è‡EòñŸøî£è¾‹ Ü¬õ «î£¡Pò¶. âƒèOì‹ Üõ˜ 
ªê£™A¡ø b˜‚èîKCèO¡ è¬îè¬÷Š «ð£™ Ü¬î 
ï£ƒèœ â´ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡«ì£‹.

âŠ«ð£¶‹ Üõ˜, °œ÷ñ£è¾‹, °‡ì£è¾‹ CP¶ 
õ¬÷‰¶‹ Þ¼‰î£˜. â™ô£ ÞìƒèO½‹ æ®‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‚Aø Üƒ°‹ Þƒ°ñ£è ²¼‚èƒèœ 
ªè£‡ìî£è Üõó¶ ºè‹ Þ¼‰î¶. Þ™¬ô, ï£ƒèœ 
Üõ¬ó ÜP‰î¶ «ð£ô«õ Üõ˜ âŠ«ð£¶‹ Þ¼‰î£˜ 
â¡ðF™ ï£ƒèœ àÁFò£è Þ¼‰«î£‹. º¶¬ñ, IèIè 
º¶¬ñò£è Þ¼‰îî£™ «ñ½‹ º¶¬ñò£è Üõó£™ 
ÝAJ¼‚è º®ò£¶. «ñ½‹ Þ¼ð¶ õ¼ìƒè÷£è Ü«î 
õò¶ì¡ Üõ˜ Üñ˜‰F¼‰î£˜. ð£˜¬õ‚° ÞQòõó£è 
å¼ «ð£¶‹ Üõ˜ Þ¼‰F¼‚è ñ£†ì£˜. Ýù£™ âŠ«ð£¶‹ 
Üöè£è Þ¼‰î£˜. ÉŒ¬ñò£ù ªõ‡Eø à¬ìJ™ å¼ 
¬èJù£™ °Q‰¶ ïìŠð¬î êñ¡ ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡´‹ 
ñÁ ¬èJù£™ ªüðñ£¬ô ¬ðJ¡ ñEè¬÷ â‡E‚ 
ªè£‡´ i†´‚°œ ªï£‡® Ü®ˆ¶ õ‰î£˜. Üõó¶ 
ªõOKò ²¼‚èƒèœ ªè£‡ì ºèˆF¡ e¶ Üõ¼¬ìò 
ªõœO‚ è‹Hèœ «ð£¡ø º®èœ ðóMJ¼‰¶ è£F™ 
Mö£î Hó£˜ˆî¬ùJ™ Üõó¶ àî´èœ âŠ«ð£¶‹ 
ïè˜‰îù. Ý‹, Üöè£è Þ¼‰î£˜. ñ¬ôèO™ è£íŠð´‹ 
°O˜ð¼õ ÞòŸ¬è è£†CŠ ðóŠ¬ðŠ «ð£ô¾‹, Ü¬ñF 
ñŸÁ‹ F¼ŠF ÞõŸ¬ø ªõœ¬÷ Gø Ü¬ñF«ò 
à¼õñ£ù MKõ¬ì‰î GôŠð°FŠ «ð£ô¾‹ Üõ˜ 
è£íŠð†ì££˜. 

ï£Â‹ ð£†®»‹ ï™ô ï‡ð˜è÷£è Þ¼‰«î£‹. ïèóˆF™ 
õCŠðîŸè£è ªê¡ø «ð£¶, â¡Â¬ìò ªðŸ«ø£˜èœ 
ÜõKì‹ â¡¬ù M†´ ªê¡øù˜. ï£ƒèœ âŠ«ð£¶‹ 
å¡Á «ê˜‰F¼‰«î£‹. è£¬ôJ™ â¡¬ù â¿‰F¼‚è 
ªêŒ¶, ðœO„ ªê™ô îò£ó£è Þ¼‚è„ ªêŒî£˜. 
ï£¡ «è†´‚ ªè£‡´ ñùŠð£ì‹ ªêŒ«õ¡ â¡ø 
ï‹H‚¬èJ™, â¡¬ù °OŠð£†´‹ «ð£¶‹ à¬ìè¬÷ 
ÜEM‚°‹ «ð£¶‹, è¬÷ŠÌ†ì‚Ã®ò °óL™ 
Üõ¼¬ìò è£¬ôŠªð£¿¶‚è£ù Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ð£ì¬ôŠ 
ð£®ù£˜. Üõó¶ °ó¬ô «ïCˆîî£™ ï£¡ «è†´‚ 
ªè£‡«ì¡. Ýù£™ ñùŠð£ì‹ ªêŒò å¼«ð£¶‹ 
èõ¬ôŠð†ìF™¬ô. Hø°, ñ…êœ Gø «è£ô£™ ÌêŠð†ì 
ãŸèù«õ è¿õŠð†ì ñóˆî£™ Ýù â¿¶ðô¬è¬ò 
Üõ˜ ªè£‡´ õ‰î£˜. CèŠ¹ Gø â¿¶«è£™ ñŸÁ‹ 
CPò ñ‡í£™ ªêŒòŠð†ì ¬ñ °ŠH¬ò»‹ â´ˆ¶, 
Í†¬ìò£è ÜõŸ¬ø‚ è†® â¡Qì‹ î‰î£˜. ê˜‚è¬ó 
ñŸÁ‹ CP¶ ªõ‡¬í îìMò, ð¼ñù£ù õø†´ 
êŠð£ˆF¬ò è£¬ô àíMŸ° â´ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡ì 
Hø°, ï£ƒèœ ðœO‚°„ ªê¡«ø£‹. Aó£ñˆF½œ÷ 
ï£ŒèÀ‚è£è, G¬øò õø†´ êŠð£ˆF¬ò Üõ˜ â´ˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡´ õ‰î£˜.

«è£M½ì¡ ðœO Þ¬í‰F¼‰îî£™, â¡Â¬ìò 
ð£†® ðœO‚° â¡Âì¡ âŠ«ð£¶‹ õ‰î£˜. è£¬ô 
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was attached to the temple. The priest 
taught us the alphabet and the morning 
prayer. While the children sat in rows 
on either side of the verandah singing 
the alphabet or the prayer in a chorus, 
my grandmother sat inside reading the 
scriptures. When we had both finished, 
we would walk back together. This time 
the village dogs would meet us at the 
temple door. They followed us to our 
home growling and fighting with each 
other for the chapatti we threw to them.

When my parents were comfortably 
settled in the city, they sent for us. That 
was a turning-point in our friendship. 
Although we shared the same room, my 
grandmother no longer came to school 
with me. I used to go to an English 
school in a motor bus. There were 
no dogs in the streets and she took to 
feeding sparrows in the courtyard of 
our city house.

Page - 3

As the years rolled by, we saw less 
of each other. For some time she 
continued to wake me up and get me 
ready for school. When I came back 
she would ask me what the teacher 
had taught me. I would tell her English 
words and little things of western 
science and learning, the law of gravity 
Archimedes’ Principle, the world being 
round etc. This made her unhappy. She 
could not help me with my lessons. 
She did not believe in the things they 
taught at the English school and was 
distressed that there was no teaching 
about God and the scriptures. One day, 
I announced that we were being given 
music lessons. She said nothing but her 
silence meant disapproval. She rarely 
talked to me after that.

When I went up to University, I was 
given a room of my own. The common 
link of friendship was snapped. My 
grandmother accepted her seclusion 
with resignation. She rarely left her 
spinning-wheel to talk to anyone. From 
sunrise to sunset she sat by her wheel 
spinning and reciting prayers. Only in 
the afternoon she relaxed for a while to 
feed the sparrows. While she sat in the 

Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ñŸÁ‹ ªñ£NJ¡ ªï´ƒèí‚° ÞõŸ¬ø 
Ü˜„êè˜ ªê£™L‚ ªè£´ˆî£˜. °¿‚èÀì¡ 
Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ð£´‹ «ð£¶‹ Ü™ô¶ ªñ£NJ¡ 
ªï´ƒèí‚¬è ð£´‹ «ð£¶‹, Þ¼¹øºñ£è õK¬êJ™ 
°ö‰¬îèœ à†è£˜‰F¼‰îù˜. Ü«î êñòˆF™, ð£†® 
àœ«÷ Üñ˜‰¶ ªè£‡´, «õîË™è¬÷ ð®ˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜. Þ¼õ¼‹ ð®ˆ¶ º®ˆî H¡¹, 
F¼‹ð «ê˜‰¶ ªè£‡´ ïì‰«î£‹. Þ‰î «ïóˆF™, 
Aó£ñˆF½œ÷ ï£Œèœ «è£M™ õ£êŸð®J™ âƒè¬÷ 
ê‰F‚°‹. ï£ƒèœ iCŠ «ð£´A¡ø êŠð£ˆF‚è£è 
å¡«ø£´ å¡Á ê‡¬ìJ†´‚ ªè£‡´‹ °¬óˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡´‹ âƒèœ i´ õ¬ó H¡ ªî£ì˜‰¶ õ¼‹.

âù¶ ªðŸ«ø£˜ ïèóˆF™ õêFò£ù õ£›‚¬è¬ò 
Ü¬ñˆ¶ ªè£‡ì «ð£¶ âƒè¬÷ Ü¬öˆîù˜. âƒè÷¶ 
ï†H™ F¼Š¹º¬ùò£è Ü¶ Ü¬ñ‰î¶. Ü«î Ü¬ø¬ò 
ï£ƒèœ ðA˜‰¶ ªè£‡ì «ð£¶‹, ð£†® â¡Âì¡ 
ðœO‚° å¼«ð£¶‹ õóM™¬ô. Þò‰Fó «ð¼‰F™ ï£¡ 
ðœO‚° ªê¡«ø¡. ªî¼‚èO™ ï£Œèœ ÞŠ«ð£F™¬ô. 
ïèóˆF½œ÷ i†®¡ ºŸøˆF™ C†´‚ °¼MèÀ‚° 
àí¾ î¼õ¬î ð£†® õö‚èŠð´ˆF‚ ªè£‡ì£˜.

ð‚è‹ & 3 

õ¼ìƒèœ ïèó, ïèó ï£ƒèœ å¼õ¬ó å¼õ˜ 
ð£˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£œõ¶ °¬ø‰¶. ªè£‡«ì õ‰î¶. Cô 
«ïóƒèO™, â¡¬ù â¿ŠH, ðœO‚° ªê™ô îò£ó£è 
Þ¼‚è„ ªêŒî£˜. ï£¡ F¼‹ð ðœO¬ò M†´ i†®Ÿ° 
õ‰î«ð£¶, ÝCKò˜ âù‚° â¡ù ªê£™L‚ ªè£´ˆî£˜ 
â¡Á «è†ì£˜. ÝƒAô„ ªê£Ÿèœ, «ñŸèˆFò ÜPMò™ 
ðŸPò Cô ªêŒFèœ, ¹Mß˜Š¹ MF, Ý˜‚AI®v 
îˆ¶õ‹, àôè‹ à¼‡¬ì ÞõŸ¬ø ð®ˆî¬îŠ ðŸP 
Üõ¼‚°„ ªê£¡«ù¡. Þ¶ Üõ¬ó ñùñA›„C 
ªè£œ÷ ªêŒòM™¬ô. âù¶ ð£ìƒè¬÷„ ªê£™Lˆîó 
Üõó£™ âù‚° àîõ º®òM™¬ô. ÝƒAôŠ ðœOJ™ 
ªê£™L‚ ªè£´‚A¡øõŸP™ Üõ¼‚° ï‹H‚¬è-
J™¬ô. «õîË™è¬÷Š ðŸP«ò, èì¾¬÷Š ðŸP«ò 
ªê£™Lˆ îó£ñ™ Þ¼Šð¶ Üõ¼‚° ñù«õî¬ù¬ò 
î‰î¶. Þ¬êŠ ð£ìƒèœ ªê£™L‚ ªè£´‚èŠð†ì¬îŠ 
ðŸP å¼ ï£œ ï£¡ ÜõKì‹ ªîKMˆ«î¡. Üõ˜ 
å¡Á‹ ªê£™ôM™¬ô. Ýù£™, Üõ¼¬ìò ªñ÷ù‹, 
Gó£èKˆî¬ô àí˜ˆFò¶. Üî¡Hø° Üõ˜ â¡Qì‹ 
ÜKî£èŠ «ðCù£˜.

ï£¡ ð™è¬ô‚èöˆFŸ° ªê¡ø «ð£¶, âù‚è£ù 
î¡ Ü¬ø å¡Á å¶‚èŠð†ì¶ âƒèœ ï†H¡ 
ªð£¶õ£ù Þ¬íŠ¹ ¶‡®‚èŠð†ì¶. ªð£Á¬ñ»ì¡ 
îù¶ îQ¬ñ¬ò Üõ˜ ãŸÁ‚ ªè£‡ì£˜. ò£«ó£´‹ 
«ð²õîŸ° Ãì Ë™ ËŸø™ ê‚èóˆ¬î ÜKî£è M†´ 
õ‰î£˜. ÅKò àîòˆFL¼‰¶ ÅKò¡ ñ¬ø»‹ õ¬ó, 
ê‚èóˆF¡ Ë™ ËŸÁ‚ ªè£‡´‹, Hó£˜ˆî¬ù 
ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡´I¼‰î£˜. ñFò «õ¬÷J™ ñ†´‹, 
C†´‚ °¼MèÀ‚° àíõO‚è CP¶ «ïó‹ 
æŒªõ´ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡ì£˜. ºŸøˆF™ Üñ˜‰¶, ªó£†®¬ò 
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verandah breaking the bread into little 
bits, hundreds of little birds collected 
round her creating a veritable bedlam 
of chirruping. Some came and perched 
on her legs, others on her shoulders. 
Some even sat on her head. She smiled 
but never shooed them away. It used 
to be the happiest half-hour of the day 
for her.

When I decided to go abroad 
for further studies, I was sure my 
grandmother would be upset. I would 
be away for five years, and at her 
age one could never tell. But my 
grandmother could. She was not even 
sentimental. She came to leave me at 
the railway station but did not talk or 
show any emotion. Her lips moved in 
prayer, her mind was lost in prayer. 
Her fingers were busy telling the beads 
of her rosary. Silently she kissed my 
forehead, and when I left I cherished 
the moist imprint as perhaps the last 
sign of physical contact between us.

But that was not so. After five years 
I came back home and was met by her 
at the station. She did not look a day 
older. She still had «o time for words, 
and while she clasped me in her arms 
I could hear her reciting her prayers. 
Even on the first day of my arrival, 
her happiest moments were with her 
sparrows whom she fed longer and 
with frivolous rebukes.

In the evening a change came over 
her. She did not pray. She collected 
the women of the neighbourhood, got 
an old drum and started to sing. For 
several hours she thumped the sagging 
skins of the dilapidated drum and sang 
of the home-coming of warriors. We 
had to persuade her to stop to avoid 
overstraining. That was the first time 
since I had known her that she did not 
pray.

Page - 4

The next morning she was taken ill. It 
was a mild fever and the doctor told us 
that it would go. But my grandmother 
thought differently. She told us that 

CPò ¶‡´è÷£è ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡®¼‰î «ð£¶, 
ËŸÁ‚èí‚è£ù C†´‚ °¼Mèœ Üõ¬ó„ ²ŸP 
G¡Á ªè£‡´ °öŠð‹ à‡ì£‚A¡ø W„ªê£L¬ò 
â¿ŠH‚ ªè£‡®¼‰îù. Cô C†´‚°¼Mèœ Üõ˜ 
è£™èœ e¶ Üñ˜‰îù. ñŸø¬õ, ÜõÀ¬ìò «î£™ e¶ 
Üñ˜‰îù. Cô, Üõœ î¬ôe¶ Ãì à†è£˜‰îù. Üõœ 
CKˆî£œ. Ýù£™ ÜõŸ¬ø Mó†ìM™¬ô ÜõÀ‚°, 
Ü¶ Ü‰î ï£O¡ ñA›„Cò£ù Ü¬óñE «ïóñ£è 
Ü¬ñ‰F¼‰î¶. 

«ñŸð®ŠHŸè£è ï£¡ ªõOï£´ ªê™ô º®¾ 
ªêŒî«ð£¶, â¡ ð£†® èõ¬ô»‹ õ¼ˆîº‹ ªè£œõ£˜ 
â¡Á àÁFò£è Þ¼‰«î¡. ä‰¶ õ¼ìƒèœ 
ªõ°ªî£¬ôM™ Þ¼Š«ð¡. Üõ¼¬ìò õòF™ âŠð® 
Þ¼Šð£˜ â¡Á ò£ó£½‹ ªê£™ôº®ò£¶. Ýù£™ âù¶ 
ð£†®ò£™ º®»‹. Üõ˜ àí˜„CõêŠðì£ñ™ Þ¼‰î£˜. 
â¡¬ù ¹¬èõ‡® G¬ôòˆF™ õNòÂŠð õ‰î£˜. 
Ýù£™ «ðê«õ£ àí˜„C¬ò ªõOŠð´ˆî«õ£ Þ™¬ô. 
Üõ¼¬ìò àî´èœ Hó£˜ˆî¬ùJ™ ß´Šð†®¼‰î¶. 
Üõ¼¬ìò ñù¶ Hó£˜ˆî¬ùJ™ Í›AJ¼‰î¶. 
ªüðñ£¬ô¬ò à¼†´õF™ Üõó¶ Mó™èœ ²Á²ÁŠð£è 
Þ¼‰î¶. ªñ÷ùñ£è â¡Â¬ìò ªïŸPJ™ ºˆîI†ì£˜-. 
ï£¡ ÜƒA¼‰¶ ¹øŠð†ì «ð£¶, âƒèÀ‚A¬ì«òò£ù 
àì½‚°Kò ªî£ì˜H¡ è¬ìC Ü¬ìò£÷ñ£è Ü‰î 
ßóñ£ù ºˆF¬ó¬ò ñùF™ ¬õˆ¶ «ðE«ù¡.

Ýù£™ Ü¶ Üšõ£Á Þ™ô£ñ™ «ð£ù¶. ä‰¶ 
õ¼ìƒèœ èNˆ¶ ï£¡ i†®Ÿ° F¼‹H«ù¡. ÞóJ™ 
G¬ôòˆF™ Üõ¬ó„ ê‰Fˆ«î¡. Üõ˜ õòî£ùõó£è 
å¼ï£À‹ «î£¡øM™¬ô. ¬èè÷£™ â¡¬ù Üõ˜ 
ÞÁ‚è ðŸP‚ ªè£‡ì«ð£¶, Hó£˜ˆî¬ùè¬÷ Üõ˜ 
ªê£™L‚ ªè£‡®¼Šð¬î â¡ù£™ «è†è º®‰î¶. 
ï£¡ õ‰î¶ ºî™ ï£œÃì, M¬÷ò£†´ˆîùñ£è è®‰¶ 
ªè£‡´ C†´‚ °¼MèÀ‚° àí¬õ ªè£´ˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‰î Üõ¼¬ìò ñA›„Cèóñ£ù î¼íƒèœ 
Ü¬õ»ì¡ î£¡ Þ¼‰îù.

ñ£¬ôJ™ ñ£ŸÁ‹ å¡Á Üõ¼œ Gè›‰î¶. 
Üõ˜ Hó£˜ˆî¬ù¬ò «ñŸªè£œ÷M™¬ô. Ü‚è‹ 
ð‚èˆF½œ÷ ªð‡ñEè¬÷ «ê˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡ì£˜. 
ð¬öò ºó² å¡¬ø â´ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´ ð£ìˆ 
¶õƒAù£˜. Ü«ïè ñE «ïóƒèO™ ð¿î£ù ºóC¡ 
î÷˜‰¶ «ð£ù «î£¬ô ðôñ£è î†®ù£˜. «ð£˜ió˜èœ 
i´ F¼‹¹õ¬îŠ ðŸP ð£®ù£˜. è´‹ ºòŸCJ™ 
ß´ð´õ¬î îM˜‚è «õ‡®, Ü¬î GÁˆ¶‹ð® Üõ¬ó 
Þíƒè„ ªêŒò «õ‡®òî£è Þ¼‰î¶. âù‚° 
ªîK‰¶ Üõ˜ Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ªêŒò£ñ™ Þ¼‰î¶, Ü¶ 
î£¡ ºî™ îì¬õò£°‹. 

ð‚è‹ & 4

Ü´ˆî ï£œ è£¬ô àì™ïô‹ °¡PJ¼‰î£˜. 
ê£î£óíñ£ù è£Œ„ê™ î£¡ êKò£AM´‹ â¡Á 
ñ¼ˆ¶õ˜ âƒèOì‹ ÃPù£˜. Ýù£™ â¡Â¬ìò 
ð£†® «õÁMîñ£è â‡Eù£˜. º®¾ ªï¼ƒA‚ 
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11 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

her end was near. She said that, since 
only a few hours before the close of the 
last chapter of her life she had omitted 
to pray, she was not going to waste any 
more time talking to us.

We protested. But she ignored our 
protests. She lay peacefully in bed 
prayed and telling her beads. Even 
before we could suspect, her lips 
stopped moving and the rosary fell from 
her lifeless fingers. A peaceful pallor 
spread on her face and we knew that she 
was dead.

We lifted her off the bed and, as is 
customary, laid her on the ground and 
covered her with a red shroud. After 
a few hours of mourning we left her 
alone to make arrangements for her 
funeral. In the evening we went to her 
room with a crude stretcher to take her 
to be cremated. The sun was setting 
and had lit her room and verandah with 
a blaze of golden light. We stopped 
half-way in the courtyard. All over the 
verandah and in her room right up to 
where she lay dead and stiff wrapped in 
the red shroud, thousands of sparrows 
sat scattered on the floor. There was no 
chirruping. We felt sorry for the birds 
and my mother fetched some bread for 
them. She broke it into little crumbs, 
the way my grandmother used to, and 
threw it to them. The sparrows took no 
notice of the bread. When we carried 
my grandmother’s corpse off, they flew 
away quietly. Next morning the sweeper 
swept the bread crumbs into the dustbin.

ªè£‡®¼‚Aø¶ â¡Á Üõ˜ âƒèOì‹ ªê£¡ù£˜. 
Üõ¼¬ìò è¬ìC ÜˆFò£ò‹ º®õ¬ì»‹ å¼ Cô 
ñE«ïóƒèœ, Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ªêŒõ¬î M†´ M†ì 
è£óíˆFù£™, âƒè«÷£´ «ðC‚ ªè£‡´ «ïóˆ¬î 
ií£‚èŠ «ð£õF™¬ô â¡Á ÃPù£˜. 

ï£ƒèœ âF˜Š¬ð ªîKMˆ«î£‹. Ýù£™ 
âƒèÀ¬ìò âF˜Š¹è¬÷ Gó£èKˆî£˜. Ü¬ñFò£è 
ð´‚¬èJ™ ð´ˆ¶, Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡´‹ 
ªüðñ£¬ô¬ò à¼†®‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜. ï£ƒèœ 
ê‰«îè‹ ªè£œõîŸ° º¡ð£è«õ, Üõ¼¬ìò àî´èœ 
Ü¬êõ¬î GÁˆF‚ ªè£‡ìù. Ü¬ñFò£ù ªõOPò 
Gø‹ ºè‹ º¿õ¶‹ ðóMò¶. Üõ˜ è£ôñ£AM†ì£˜ 
â¡ð¬î ï£ƒèœ ªîK‰¶ ªè£‡«ì£‹.

ð´‚¬èJL¼‰¶ Üõ¬ó É‚A«ù£‹. 
õö‚èŠð® î¬óJ™ ¬õˆ«î£‹. CèŠ¹ ¶EJù£™ 
«ð£˜ˆF«ù£‹. CôñE «ïó ¶‚èˆFŸ° Hø°, 
ÞÁF á˜õôˆFŸ° ãŸð£´èœ ªêŒò «õ‡® 
ÜƒA¼‰¶ ïè˜‰«î£‹. ñ£¬ôJ™, Üõ¬ó Üì‚è‹ 
ªêŒõîŸè£è ªêŠðñŸø å¼ îœÀõ‡®»ì¡ 
Ü¬ø‚° õ‰«î£‹. ÅKò¡ ñ¬ø‰¶ ªè£‡´¼‰î£¡. 
îƒè Gø åOò£™ Üõ¼¬ìò Ü¬ø ñŸÁ‹ ºŸøˆ¬î 
åO ªðÁñ£Á ªêŒî£¡. ºŸøˆF¡ ð£F õNJ™ 
ï£ƒèœ G¡«ø£‹. âƒ«è Üõ˜, CèŠ¹ ¶Eò£™ 
«ð£˜ˆîŠð†´, Þø‰¶ M¬øŠð£è ð´ˆF¼‚Aø£«ó£ 
Ü¶õ¬óJ½‹ Üõ¼¬ìò Ü¬ø ñŸÁ‹ ºŸø‹ 
º¿õ¶‹ ÝJó‚èí‚è£ù C†´‚°¼Mèœ î¬óJ™ 
Ýƒè£ƒ«è Þ¼‰îù. Ü¬õ AK„ °ó™ â¿ŠðM™¬ô. 
Ü‰î ðø¬õèÀ‚è£è ï£ƒèœ õ¼‰F«ù£‹. âù¶ 
Ü‹ñ£, Ü‰î ðø¬õèÀ‚è£è ªó£†®¬ò ªè£‡´ 
õ‰î£˜. ð£†®¬ò «ð£ô CÁCÁ ¶‡´è÷£è à¬ìˆ¶, 
ÜõŸ¬ø iCªòP‰î£˜. ªó£†®¬ò C†´‚°¼Mèœ 
Üô†Cò‹ ªêŒîù. ð£†®J¡ Ìî àì¬ô É‚Aò 
ªð£¿¶ Ü¬ñFò£è ðø¬õèœ ðø‰¶ ªê¡øù. 
Ü´ˆî ï£œ è£¬ô ªð¼‚°ï˜ ªó£†®ˆ ¶‡´è¬÷ 
°Š¬ðˆ ªî£†®J™ ªðÁ‚AŠ «ð£†ì£˜.

GLOSSARY:
Words Meanings îI› Ü˜ˆî‹

mantlepiece shelf projecting from wall above a fireplace Ü´Šðƒè¬øJ™ àœ÷ î†´ 
ñ£ì‹

absurd inconsistent / illogical Üðˆîñ£ù

fables tales / stories cF‚è¬îèœ

hobbled walked unsteadily î´ñ£Á

puckered wrinkled ²¼‚è‹ M¿‰î

expanse wide area MKõ£ù Þì‹

monotonous unchanging / boring êLŠð£ù
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12 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

snapped broke / cut ªõ†´

seclusion isolation îQ¬ñ

bedlam noisy confusion Ã„ê™ °öŠð‹ G¬ø‰î Þì‹

perched sat / rested î£ƒèŠð†ì

rebukes scolding è®‰¶

dilapidated damaged` «êîñ¬ì‰î

pallor an unhealthy pale appearance ªõÀŠ¹

shroud cloth used to wrap a dead person ñ¬ø‚èŠð†®¼‰î¶
	
synonyms: 	

Words Synonyms îI› Ü˜ˆî‹

wrinkled rumpled/folded ²¼‚è‹ M¿‰î 

moist wet/watery ßóñ£ù

frivolous trivial/silly ÜŸðñ£ù

omitted excluded/deleted îM˜‚èŠð†ì

protest complaint/disapproval/objection âF˜Š¹

serenity calm/peacefulness/tranquility Ü¬ñF

scattered spread CîPò

pretty attractive/charm Üöè£ù

believe trust/rely on ï‹¹ƒèœ

hard heavy/complicated/tough è®ùñ£è

young immature Þ÷¬ñ

portrait description/picture/photograph æMò‹

hung suspended/dangling/swaying ªî£ƒ°‹

wore cover/wrap ÜE‰F¼‰î

loose unconstrained î÷˜‰î

sort kind/type/variety õ¬èò£ù

often frequently ªð¼‹ð£½‹/Ü®‚è®

revolting disgusting Ü¼õ¼Šð£ù

seemed appeared «î£¡Pò¶

quite completely Iè¾‹/º¿õ¶‹

undignified crude/vulgar/rough è‡EòñŸø

prophet seer/soothsayer/forecaster b˜‚èîKC

short abridged °ÁAò

fat overweight/obese ªè£¿Š¹

slightly a little êŸ«ø
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13 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

bent curved õ¬÷

criss-cross blend/unite/contrive èô¬õ

terrible very/excessively ðòƒèóñ£ù

spotless clean/innocent/flawless ²ˆîñ£ù

beads string of small rosary ñEèœ

rosary prayers beads ªüðñ£¬ô

announced declared/reported/revealed ÜPMˆî¶

untidily shabbily ÞNõ£è

pale light in colour or effect ªõO˜

constantly uniformly ªî£ì˜‰¶/Yó£è

inaudible silent/mute ªêM‚° ¹ôŠðì£ñ™

contentment comfort/happiness/satisfaction ñùG¬ø¾

bothered annoyed/upset/anxious õ¼ˆî‹

fetch carry/bring â´

plastered Intoxicated ê£‰¶

attached join/fix/add Þ¬í‚èŠð†ì

growling growl sound/moan ºùè™

comfortably luxuriously õêFò£è

settled established G¬ôªðŸø

shared joint ðAóŠð†ì

feeding augment ð£½†ì

courtyard porch/verandah ºŸøˆF™

verandah porch/courtyard î£›õ£ó‹

continued persist/purse ªî£ì˜„C

gravity force of attraction ß˜Š¹

distressed upset/worried î¬ì«òŸð´ˆ¶‹

disapproval condemnation ñÁˆîîŸè£ù

rarely seldom ÜKî£è

accepted agreed/acknowledged/allowed ãŸèŠð†ì¶

resignation relinquishment Þó£Tù£ñ£

reciting narrate/speak åŠ¹M‚°‹

relaxed easygoing î÷˜õ£ù

collected together «êèK‚èŠð†ì

breaking bursting/tearing ªõ®Š¹

chirruping chirp/tweet/twitter åL
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14 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

veritable authentic/factual ªñŒò£ù

shooed leave hastily Üõêóñ£è ¶óˆFM´

decided certain/definite º®¾

upset disturbed/bothered °öŠðG¬ô

sentimental emotional/romantic àí˜„C

cherished care/love/hold «ïêˆ¶‚°Kò

moist wet ßóñ£ù

clasped grab tightly H®

frivolous trivial/silly ÜŸðñ£ù

thumped suggested/touched ðK‰¶¬ó

sagging droop/bulge ªî£Œ¾øL™

persuade satisfy ãŸè

overstraining exhaust/weary «ê£˜õ£è

mild gentle «ôê£ù

differently another way/divergently    «õÁð†ì¶

omitted excluded «ê˜‚èŠðì£î

protested disapprove/complain   è‡ìù‹

ignore disregard/neglect ¹ø‚èE

peacefully  calmly G‹ñFò£è

suspect doubtful ê‰«îè ïð˜

lifted raised É‚A

customary usual/traditional õö‚èñ£è

mourning sadness/grief Þóƒè™

crude vulgar/rude ªè£„¬êò£ù

stretcher cot/bed ð´‚¬è

cremated burn àì™îèù‹

lit illuminated ªõO„ê‹

blaze fire/flame ²ì˜

stiff hard/tight è®ùñ£ù

crumbs tiny bit/morsel ð¼‚¬è

corpse dead body Hí‹

swept clean ²ˆî‹

arrangement  plans ãŸð£´

funeral cremation ÞÁF„êìƒ°

stopped blocked GÁˆîŠð†ì¶
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15 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

Choose the correct synonyms of the words underlined below:
	 1.	 That seemed quite absurd on her part.
	 a)	logical	 b)	inconsistent	 c)	isolated	 d)	tempted  

	 2.	 She hobbled about the house in spotless white.
	 a)	talked steadily			  b)	walked steadily
	 c)	walked unsteadily	 d)	haggling  

	 3.	  Her silver locks were scattered untidily over the pale puckered face.
	 a)	wrinkled 	 b)	unfolded	 c)	beautiful 	 d)	neatly 

	 4.	 She was life the winter landscape in the mountains an expanse of pure white serenity 
breathing peace.

	 a)	widespread	 b)	tales	 c)	stones	 d)	minimum   

	 5.	 The common link of friendship was snapped.
	 a)	cute	 b)	lenient	 c)	cut	 d)	pasted  

	 6.	 My grandmother accepted her seclusion.
	 a)	altitude	 b)	abandon	 c)	energetic	 d)	routine  

	 7.	 Some birds perched on her legs.
	 a)	returned	 b)	rested	 c)	sequenced 	 d)	substantiate  

	 8.	 Four several hours she thumped the surging skins of dilapidated drum.
	 a)		mended	 b)	created	 c)	confused 	 d)	damaged  

	 9.	A  peaceful pallor spread on her space.
	 a)		unhealthy appearance	 b)	healthy appearance	
	 c)	energetic posture		 d)	nagged  

	10.	 Her silver locks were scattered untidily.
	 a)	stained	 b)	spreaded	 c)	spotless	 d)	inadvertency

antonyms:
Words îI› Ü˜ˆî‹ Antonyms îI› Ü˜ˆî‹

moist ßóñ£ù x arid/dry õø‡ì

frivolous ÜŸðñ£ù x serious/sensible bMó/¹ˆFê£L

omitted ï²‚èŠð†®¼‰îù x included «ê˜‚èŠð†®¼‰îù

protest âF˜Š¹ x accept/approve ãŸè¾‹/ãŸÁ‚ªè£œ

serenity Ü¬ñF x anxiety/agitation/
disturbance 

èõ¬ô/A÷˜„C/ªî£‰îó¾

scattered CîPò x gathered/assembled «êèK‚èŠð†ì/Ã®

monotonous êLŠð£ù x interesting/exciting ²õ£óCòñ£ù/ÜŸ¹îñ£ù 

wrinkled ²¼‚èº¬ìò x unwrinkled ²¼‚èI™ô£î

pretty Üöè£ù x repulsive ªõÁŠÌ†´‹

believe ï‹¹ x disbelieve/distrust ï‹ðº®ò£î

hard è´¬ñò£ù x easy âOî£ù
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16 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

young Þ÷‹ x adult/old õò¶õ‰«î£˜/ð¬öò

wear ÜE‰F¼‰î x bare ªõŸÁ

big ªðKò x small/tiny CPò

loose î÷˜õ£ù x tight/stiff ÞÁ‚èñ£ù/è®ùñ£ù

covered ÍìŠð†ì¶ x uncovered/bare ªõOŠð´ˆîŠð†ì/ªõŸÁ

least °¬ø‰î x huge/large ªðKò

often ªð¼‹ð£½‹ x rarely/seldom ÜKî£è àœ÷

revolting ¹ˆ¶í˜„C x comforting/pleasing õêFò£ù/ñA›„C

undignified ÞNõ£ù x kind/polite è‡Eòñ£è

short °ÁAò x huge/enormous/big ªðKò/ñèˆî£ù

fat °‡ì£ù x lean/slim å™Lò£ù

slightly êŸÁ x considerably/greatly èEêñ£è/ªðK¶‹

bent õ¬÷¾ x straight «ïó£è

absurd Üðˆî‹ x sensible M«õèñ£ù

hobbled î´ñ£Á‹ x walk steadily Yó£è ïì

expanse MKõ¬ìõ¶ x limitation î¬ì

snapped à¬ì‰î x combined Þ¬í‰î

seclusion îQ¬ñ x companionship «î£ö¬ñ

bedlam Ã„ê™ °öŠð‹ 
G¬ø‰î Þì‹

x calm Ü¬ñFò£è

perched à†è£¼ x move ïè˜õ¶

rebukes F†´ x praise/
encouragement

¹è›/á‚è‹ 

dilapidated ð£ö¬ì‰î x repaired ð¿¶c‚èŠð†ì

pallor ªõÀŠ¹ x healthy Ý«ó£‚Aòñ£ù

shroud ÍìŠð†ì x unwrap Fø‰î

beautiful Üöè£ù x ugly/repulsive ÜCƒèñ£ù/ªõÁŠÌ†´‹

balance êñG¬ô x imbalance/instable ãŸøˆî£›¾/àÁFò£ù

unhappy ñA›„CòŸø x cheerful/joyful ê‰«î£ûñ£è/ñA›„C

common ªð£¶õ£ù x unusual Üê£î£óí

announced ÜPM‚èŠð†ì x unannounced ÜPM‚èŠðì£î

untidily ªð£¼†ð´ˆî£ñ™ x organize/order ãŸð£´/å¿ƒ°

pale ªõO˜ x healthy Ý«ó£‚Aòñ£ù

inaudible ªêM‚° ¹ôŠðì£ñ™ x audible «è†è‚Ã®ò

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.CBSEtips.in

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

https://www.Padasalai.Net/


17 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

contentment F¼ŠF x dissatisfaction ÜF¼ŠF

bothered ªî£‰îó¾ x unworried/relaxed î÷˜õ£ù

attached Þ¬í‚èŠð†ì x detach èöŸP

comfortably ªê÷èKòñ£ù x uncomfortably Üªê÷èKòñ£ù

settled G¬ôªðŸø x unsettled G¬ôJ™ô£î/G¬ôªðø£î

shared ðAóŠð†ì x unshared ðAóŠðì£î

continued ªî£ì˜„C x stop GÁˆî‹

distressed î¬ì«òŸð´ˆ¶‹ x calm Ü¬ñF

disapproval ÜƒWèK‚èŠðì£î x approval/sanction åŠ¹î™/ÜƒWèK‚èŠð†ì

rarely ÜKî£è x frequently Ü®‚è®

accepted ãŸèŠð†ì x disapproved/
protested

ãŸèM™¬ô

breaking à¬ìˆî™ x juncture/attaching Þ¬íˆî™

veritable îõø£ù x fake/false «ð£L 

decided º®¾ x uncertain G„êòñŸø

upset °öŠðG¬ô x joyful ñA›„CI‚è

sentimental àí˜„CõêŠð´ x unfeeling/indifferent Üô†Còñ£è

cherish ê‰«î£ûñ£è x hate/dislike ªõÁŠ¹

clasped è†´ x release ªõOJ´

persuade ãŸè x dissuade HK‚è

overstrain ñùÜ¿ˆî‹ x invigorate á‚èÍ†®

mild «ôê£ù x strong/severe õ½õ£ù/è´¬ñò£ù

ignored ¹ø‚èE‚èŠð†ì x approve åŠ¹î™

peacefully Ü¬ñF»ì¡ x angrily/hostilely «è£ðñ£è/M«ó£îñ£è

suspect ê‰«îèŠð´ x trust ï‹H‚¬è

 lifted àò˜ˆîŠð†ì x descend Þøƒ°

customary õ£®‚¬èò£÷˜ x unusual/
uncommon

Üê£î£óíñ£ù¶
/õö‚èI™ô£î

mourning Þóƒè™ x joy ñA›„C

crude è®ùñ£ù x kind/polite/gentle è‡Eòñ£ù/
ªñ¡¬ñò£ù

lit åO«òŸøŠð†ì x extinguished Ü¬í‰¶

crumbs ¶‡´ x glob/lot G¬øò
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18 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

Choose the correct antonyms of the words underlined below:
	 1.	 My grandmother was an old woman.
	 a)	young	 b)	elderly	 c)	grown	 d)	segregated  
	 2.	 She had been wrinkled for the twenty years.
	 a)	straight 	 b)	strait	 c)	dirty	 d)	agitation 
	 3.	 It was hard to believe.
	 a)	rough	 b)	terrible	 c)	revolution	 d)	soft
	 4.	 That seemed quite absurd.
	 a)	reasonable	 b)	foolish	 c)	irritation	 d)	breaking  
	 5.	 She had always been short and fat and slightly bent.
	 a)	pretty, young, energetic 	 b)	recognize, retaliate, crevasse 
	 c)	tall, lean, straight	 d)	abridged, condensed, contracted    
	 6.	 Her silver locks were scattered.
	 a)	littered	 b)	sputtered	 c)	gathered	 d)	withered   
	 7.	A n expanse of pure white serenity breathing place and contentment.
	 a)	agitation, dissatisfaction	 b)	tranquility, gratification 
	 c)	peace and  satisfaction	 d)	serenely, comfort 
	 8.	A fter a breakfast of a thick, stale chapatti, with a little butter and sugar spread on it we 

went to school.
	 a)	refresh	 b)	fresh	 c)	old	 d)	bright  
	 9.	 She was distressed that there was no teaching about God.
	 a)	sad	 b)	sorrowful	 c)	gloom	 d)	joyful 
	10.	 She rarely talked to me.
	 a)	seldom	 b)	occasionally 	 c)	often	 d)	never 

Textual Questions
   

	1.	 Answer the following questions in one or two sentences based on your 
understanding of the story.  Page - 5

	a.	D escribe the grandfather as seen in the portrait.
	 	 In the portrait the grandfather worn a big turban and loose fitting clothes. He had a long white 

beard which covered the major portion of his chest and he looked as if he was hundred years old.
	b.	 Why was the author left with his grandmother in the village?
		  The author was left with his grandmother in the village because his parents went to live in the city. 
	c.	 Where did the author study in his childhood?
		  The author studied in his childhood in the village. His school was attached to a temple and the 

priest was their teacher.
	d.	 Why did the grandmother accompany the author to school?
		  The grandmother accompanied the author to school because she had a chance to feed the stray 

dogs with stale chapattis.  Moreover she had time to read scriptures inside the temple.
	e.	 What made the dogs follow the grandmother after school hours?
		  When the grandmother with the author went back home she used to throw chapattis to the dogs.  

So the dogs followed the grandmother after school hours.
	 f.	 Why didn’t the grandmother feel sentimental when the author went abroad for higher 

education?
		  The grandmother was old but she believed that she would live to see the author after his completion 

of studies abroad.  So she was not sentimental.
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19 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

	g.	 What was the happiest time of the day for grandmother?
		  In the afternoon the grandmother relaxed to feed the sparrows with bits of bread. That was the 

happiest time of the day for grandmother.
 Portrait - æMò‹; childhood - °ö‰¬îŠð¼õ‹; Priest - °¼‚èœ; accompanied - àìQ¼ˆî™; stray dogs 

- ªî¼ ï£Œèœ; stale - ð¬öò; scriptures - «õîƒèœ; sentiment - àí˜„CõêŠð†ì; sparrows - °¼Mèœ. 	

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences.   Page - 5
	a.	D escribe the author’s grandmother.
		  The author’s grandmother was an old woman with wrinkled skin.  She had been like that for 

twenty years. Once she had been young and pretty.
	b.	 What was the daily routine of the grandmother at home? 
		  The grandmother walked about the house in neat white dress. She always had rosary with her.  

Every morning she walked the author up for the school. While she bathed him she said her prayer. 
Then she went to school with him.  She had some stale chapattis with her to feed the stray dogs.

	c.	 How is school education in the village different from that in the city?
		  The village school was attached to a temple.  The priest acted as the teacher and taught the 

children alphabet and morning prayer.  In the city school is conducted in separate building and 
qualified teachers are appointed to teach the children.

	d.	 The grandmother appreciated the value of education. Give instances in support of your answer.
		  According to the grandmother children should be taught prayer and scriptures.  She was very 

upset to know that in city school there was no teaching about God.  She did not think the subjects 
taught in the school would not teach any value to the children.

	e.	 The grandmother was strong-minded. Justify.
		  When the author decided to go abroad for further studies he thought that the grandmother would 

be upset.  But she was not sentimental. When she went to the railway station with the author she 
did not show any emotion. She only prayed for the author.

	 f.	 How did the grandmother spend the last few hours of her life?
		  When the grandmother realised that her end had come, she stopped her prayer. She gathered some 

women.  She got an old drum and sang the sange of the home-coming warriors. The next morning 
she was taken ill.  The doctor said that it was not serious.  But she said that her end was near. She 
stopped talking to her people.  She lay peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads.  In a short 
time she died.

 wrinkled - ²¼ƒAò; pretty - Üöè£ù; scriptures - «õîƒèœ; gathered - Ã†ìˆ¬î‚ Ã†®ù£œ; warriors 
- «ð£˜ió˜èœ; peacefully - G‹ñFò£è; beads - ªüðñ£¬ô. 

Textual paragraphs  
	3.	 Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 – 150 words each.
	a.	 The grandmother played a vital role in the author’s formative years.  Give your own example 

of how elders have a positive influence on the younger generation.  Include examples from 
the story also.

Title	 :	 “The Portrait of A lady”
Author	 :	 Khushwant Singh
Theme	 :	 Bond of family relationship
Character	 :	 The Narrator, his grandmother

  In the lesson ‘The Portrait of a Lady’ Khushwant Singh describes the importance of the grandmother 
to shape the life of the author.  When the author was a child his whole life was filled with the 
activities of the grandmother. When the author was left to the care of the grandmother he was led 
by her from morning till evening. In his formative period she taught him importance of prayer and 
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20 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

God. Usually the elders play a vital role in the life of children. Elders are experienced people who 
understand what is good for the future of the children.  So they could have a positive influence on 
the younger generation.  In this story the grandmother took him to a school which was attached to 
the temple.  Their children were taught good values. She showed her strong will to the author which 
must have influenced him.

 importance - º‚Aòˆ¶õ‹; activities - ªêò™ð£´èœ; vital - º‚Aòñ£ù; experienced - ÜÂðõ‹ ªðŸø; 
influence - ªê™õ£‚°; good values - ï™ô ðö‚èƒèœ; will - ¬îKò‹. 

	b.	A s young Khushwant Singh, write a letter to your parents describing your daily routine 
experience your thoughts and feelings about staying in the village.

Old Dharmapuri,
Dharmapuri,
25 July 2020.

 		  Dear Mother and Father,
	   I am doing well here.  I hope you both are fine there. My grandma takes care of well.  Everyday 

morning she wakes me up with her prayer song.  Though it is in a monotonous tone I like it.  She 
bathes me and gets me ready to go to school.  Then she will get my slate, a small tiny earthen ink-pot 
and a red pen.  She will tie them all in a bundle and give it to me. She will take some stale chapattis 
with her and accompany me to the school. My school is attached to a temple and the priest teaches 
us alphabet and morning  prayer while we sit in the verandah. Grandma will sit inside and read 
scriptures.  In the evening many stray dogs will follow us and grandma will feed them with the stale 
chapattis.  I enjoy my life in the village.  But I always miss you both. When will you come here?

									        Your loving son,
										                                                                      Tamil
 montonuous tone - êLŠð£ù °ó™; bundle - °Mò™; verandah - ºŸø‹.

	c.	A nimals are capable of empathy.  Substantiate this statement with examples from the story 
as well as your own experiences.

Title	 :	 “The Portrait of A lady”
Author	 :	 Khushwant Singh
Theme	 :	 Bond of family relationship
Character	 :	 The narrator, his grandmother

 Animals are capable of empathy.  Their love towards their owners cannot be described. Dogs 
will always follow their owners even if they beat them.  Sometimes they follow their cars or two-
wheelers. In this story the little sparrows were fed by the grandmother everyday.  They sat on her 
legs, shoulders and head. She also enjoyed that. Everyday they waited for her. On her death day 
the sparrows came but refused to eat from others. When her body was lifted they flew away. My 
uncle had a big dog. When he died all of us totally forgot about the dog. When his body was lifted 
for cremation the dog gave a groaning voice. Then we realised that the dog did not eat anything the 
whole day. After all the function my aunty gave some food but it refused to eat. It died the next day. 

 empathy - è¼¬í; beat - Ü®; sparrows - °¼Mèœ; refused - ñÁˆî™; lifted - É‚AŠ«ð£è; cremation - 
îèù‹; groaning - ºù°A¡ø.   

centum Students

SYNOPSIS
	Introduction 
	Life in village
	Change in life style
	Growing separation
	Author’s return
	Grandmother’s death
	Conclusion 
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Introduction :
Khushwant Singh is an Indian novelist and lawyer.  He studied at St. Joseph’s College, Delhi and 

Kings College in London. As a writer he is best known for his secularism, sarcasm and love for 
poetry. He was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 1974. ‘The Mark of Vishnu’, ‘A History of Sikhs’, ‘A 
Train to Pakistan’ are some of his brilliant works.The story The Portrait of A Lady depicts the bond 
of family relationship between a grandmother and her grand son. The grandson (author) lives with 
his grandmother in their village house.

Life in Village:
His parents have moved to the city and for the time being, he is under the guardianship of her 

widowed grandmother. She is a pious and beautiful woman even though she has grown old and 
wrinkly.She moves slowly with slumped shoulders but is in a constant mode of spiritual and religious 
enchantment. This gives her an air of calmness that the author likens to that of snow-capped peaks 
under the winter sun.
The author studies in a school attached to a temple complex so the grandmother escorts him to it 
and spends her time in religious devotion till he finishes his school day. In the evening they both 
return home and feed stray dogs along with their journey.

Change in Life Style:
The daily routine is finally disrupted when they both are relocated to the city where the author’s 

parents reside. The settling-in period in the big city brings its own set of forces for both the grandson 
and his grandmother. Even though they share the same room, they grow apart gradually. The author 
is enrolled in English medium school where he learns Science and Mathematics in place of religion 
and spirituality. He also starts taking interest in Music which is a taboo for the austere grandmother. 

Growing Separation:
The grandson then moves to University and is given a separate room for privacy and independence. 

This alienates the two further. As time goes by the author decides to move abroad for higher studies. 
His stay would last 5 years. So he assumes that it would the last time he would get to see his 
grandmother who was not getting any younger. She goes to see him off to the railway station and 
they say their warm good-byes.

Author’s Return:
When the author returns home 5 years down the line, he is pleasantly surprised to see his grandmother 

lead the welcoming party. Back at home, she keeps busy with her sparrows but arranges a celebratory 
function for the returning grandson. She, along with other womenfolk from the vicinity, partakes in 
festive song and dance to rejoice the return of her grandson.

Grandmother’s Death:
However, the festivities do not last long as the very next day the grandmother falls sick. Even 

though the doctor allays fears of serious illness, she could feel a nearing demise. She asks to be left 
alone and devotes herself to prayer and appreciation of God. Suddenly, her rosary drops to the floor 
as her soul departs to the heavens.
The funeral is arranged and has some special guests in the form of her beloved sparrows that gather 

around the house in a poetic procession for the dearly departed. As the body of the grandmother 
leaves the house, so do the sparrows, untying another string of love, care and family concern.

Conclusion 
A grandmother’s love for her grandchildren is always incomparable. She is always ready to do any 
kind of sacrifice for the sake of her grandchildren

slow learners

Title	 :	 “The Portrait of A lady”
Author	 :	 Khushwant Singh
Theme	 :	 Bond between Grandmother and Grandson
Character	 :	 The narrator, his grandmother
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	 i.	 Kushwanth Singh’s grandmother was old and wrinkled. She was fat and short. 
	ii.	 She moved around the house with rosary beads in her hand. She was always dressed in white. 
	iii.	 Her lips always uttered prayer. She accompanied the writer to the school. The school was attached 

to the temple. 
	iv.	 While the author learnt the alphabet, the old woman read religious books inside the temple. 
	v.	 The grandmother took to feeding sparrows. She was much distressed that there was no religious 

teaching at that school. 
	vi.	 The old lady did not at all feel upset when the narrator left for England for further studies. 
	vii.	When he returned home after five years, his grandmother came to the railway station to receive 

him. 
	viii.	She did not look even a day older. One day she did not pray. She brought a drum. 
	ix.	 Then gradually her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her hands. 
	x.	 She was dead. Her death affected even the sparrows. They neither chirped nor did they eat the 

crumbs thrown to them.

 VOCABULARY

	a)		R ead the following words and choose the correct antonyms from the options 
given. Page - 6

Words Options Answer

moist a. marshy b. arid c.slimy d.sultry b. arid

frivolous a. serious b. sad c. furious d. happy a. serious

omitted a. isolated b. rejected c. contracted d. included d. included

protest a. promote b. apprehend c. accept d. project c. accept

serenity a. simplicity b. anxiety c. absurdity d. stupidity b. anxiety

scattered a. sprinkled b. multiplied c. gathered d. covered c. gathered

monotonous a. interesting b. tiresome c. fragrant d. satisfying a. interesting

b)	F ill in the blanks choosing the appropriate compound words from those given in 
the box.

		  Reeta hurried along the road, dressed in her spotless new dress towards the bus stop.  Before 
sunset, she had to reach the house of her grandmother. But the first half-hour travel was slow 
due to traffic jam.  Her homecoming would be regarded with joy.  She was overstraining herself 
to reach the place.  When she finally stepped into the courtyard, she was received with a big hug 
by her kind aunt.  She was in time to join the singsong at the village for a gentlefolk.

singsong overstraining spotless
gentlefolk grandmother courtyard

sunset half-hour homecoming

	c)		M atch the words in Column A with their pairs in Column B to form compound 
words and write them in Column C.  

A B C
mantle lashes mantlepiece

eye wheel eyelashes
water gate waterproof
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bee knob beehive
toll piece tollgate
door proof doorknob

spinning hive spinning wheel

d)	F rame meaningful sentences of your own using the following expressions from 
the story.  Use a dictionary if required.

	 i)	 the thought was almost revolting
		  We had in mind to visit Kashmir but the thought was almost revolting.
	ii)	 an expanse of pure white serenity
		  The old lady was sitting with an expanse of pure white serenity.
	iii)	 a turning point
		  A job in a MNC was a turning point in Gita’s life.
	iv)	 accepted her seclusion with resignation
		  The sadhu accepted his seclusion with resignation. 
	v)	 frivolous rebukes
		  The children enjoyed the frivolous rebukes from their kind grandmother. 

	e) Prefixes and Suffixes.	 	
    Form two derivatives from each of the following words. Page - 7
		  eg: honest - dishonest, honesty

Words Prefix Suffix
manage manger management
differ different difference
beauty beautify beautiful
peace peaceful peacefulness
arrange rearrange arranging arrangement
collect recollect collector collection
approve disapprove disapprove approval
narrate narrator Narration
class classic classical 

	f)		H omophones: 
     Fill in the blanks with suitable homophones. 
	 i)	 brake/break
		  a)	 We have a short break between the sessions. 
		  b)	 The car skidded to a halt when I applied the brake.
	ii)	 waste/waist
		  a)	 Shivani wears a belt around her waist.
		  b)	 We should never misuse or waste natural resources.
	iii)	 principle/principal
		  a)	 Oxygen is the principal element present in the earth’s crust.
		  b)	 Both these machines work on the same principle.
	iv)	 bread/bred
		  a)	 Turtles should be bred in a healthy environment.
		  b)	 I like to have toasted bread for breakfast.

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.CBSEtips.in

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

https://www.Padasalai.Net/


24 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

	v)	 lesson/lessen 
		  a)	 This medicine will lessen your pain.
		  b)	 Finally, the manager learnt a lesson the hard way.
(vi)	pale/pail
		  a)	 The child looks very sick and pale.
		  b)	 I need a pail of water to wash these cups.
	vii)	through/threw
		  a)	 Ravi picked the banana peel and threw it in the dustbin.
		  b)	 The soldiers had to pass through a dark tunnel. 
	viii)	corps/corpse
		  a)	 The corpse was covered with a shroud.
	 	 b)	 A five-day annual training camp for the senior cadets of National Cadet Corps has been organised. 

Listening Activity     Page - 8
Read the following statements and the given options.  Now, listen to your teacher 
read aloud a passage or play it on a recorder.  You may listen to it again if required to 
help you choose the right options.

[for the passage see Text book page - 198] 
	 i)	A ccording to Napoleon ‘Good mothers make good ................ .
	 a)	housewives	 b)	jobs	 c)	nations	 d)	ideas	
	 ii)	 Mothers exhibit ................ love.
	 a)	unauthorized	 b)	unapproval	 c)	unacceptable	d)	unconditional
	iii)	 ............. mothers care much for their children.
	 a)	adapted	 b)	adopted	 c)	adaptive	 c)	adaptable	
	iv)	 ................ is the most important thing in the world.
	 a)	wealth	 b)	power	 c)	love	 d)	influence
	 v)	 Love should be extended to ...................... too.
	 a)	friends	 b)	relatives	 c)	countrymen	 d)	creatures

speaking Activity

	a)	� Work in pairs and  arrive at five points that bring out the benefits and challenges of living 
in either a nuclear family or a joint family. Share your views with your class.

		�	  In a joint family we have chances to learn manners and etiquettes. We can enjoy unbounded love 
of all, which is very difficult in a nuclear family. There are lots of children to play, to talk and even 
some of our age to discuss all the joyful moments. 

	 	 �	There is caring and sharing from different people. Some one will be always ready to fulfil our 
needs. We can take varieties of food. We can hear interesting stories  with good morals from 
our grandparents - whereas in a nuclear family children don’t get chance to learn anything from 
elders. They don’t get proper love from their grand parents. They don’t get chances to learn life 
skills. Children are spoilt because there are no elders at home to keep an eye on them. The couples 
(husband & wife) are confused to handle the situation. Joint family helps the overall development 
of children. So it’s always good to live in a joint family.

	b)	� Build a conversation of eight to ten sets of exchanges, with your grandmother discussing the 
incidents that happened in your school that day.

		G  randson : Grandma..........
		G  randma	 : Yes come in dear. Go and refresh yourself. I have prepared vadai for you.
		G  randson : Oh it’s very tasty. Grandma.
		G  randma	 : Then  what happened today in the school? Did you have an assembly today?
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		G  randson	: Yes Grandma!
		G  randma	: Did you say the morning prayer in the assembly?
		G  randson	: �We said the morning prayer. Then Tamil and English news were read. I really like 

Thirukural very much.
		G  randma	: What did your maths teacher teach today?
		G  randson	: She taught mental arithmetic which is really very interesting.
		G  randma	: How about you English class?
		G  randson	: �We always wait for our English class. Because unlike other subjects, English is our 

interesting one and its an international language too.
		G  randma	: Well - said,
		G  randson	: �We had games period too. We simply relax ourselves and enjoy the game.  Our 

physical Education teacher taught us the techniques to follow while playing hockey.
		G  randma	: Do you have homework?
		G  randson	: yes, I do.
		  Grandma	: Then bring your books and note-books. I will help you in doing your homework.
		G  randson	: Wait. I shall bring.
	c)	� Every member contributes to forming a happy family. Share your views for a minute to two 

with your class.
		�	  A single tree cannot be a garden and no man is an island.  Unless each member of the family 

contributes, a happy family cannot be formed. Ours is a  happy family because each one of  us 
contributes for the happiness of others. 

		�	  My grandmother gets up early in the morning and wakes up. She takes bath every day and makes 
us take a bath and say the morning prayer. Mother prepares tea, breakfast and lunch. Grandpa 
goes for a walk, buys newspaper and vegetables. Father irons the clothes and our uniform. I water 
the plants and my sister polishes our school shoes. 

		�	  In the evening when we come back from the school, we share what happened in the school. Then 
we do our homework. During supper all of us will sit together and talk. We really enjoy the bed 
time stories told by our grandmother. Ours is really a happy family because each member of the 
family contributes for the happiness of others.	   

READING   Page - 9
Now Read the following passage on “Laughter Therapy” and answer the questions 
that follow. 

[for the passage see text book page - 10]
Answer the following:
	a.	 How does laughter help one to cope with stress?
		  Laughter provides full support for your muscles. It 

releases a rush of stress breaking endorphins. 
	b.	 Which word in the text (para 2) means the same as 

‘dedicated’?
		  committed 
	c.	 Why do you think voluntary laughter provides the 

same physiological as well as psychological benefits 
as spontaneous laughter?

	 	 Laughter comes from the body not from the mind. To get the benefit of laughter one need not feel 
it in mind.

	d.	 “Laughter is the best medicine” Explain.
		  Laughter removes stress from our body.  Breathing exercises are used to prepare the lungs for 

laughter. Laughter combines a method of acting and visualization.  Laughter helps in psychological 
development.
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26 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

	e.	G iven below is a set of activities.  Which of these are followed in the ‘Laughter Yoga’ technique?
	 •	 sitting on the ground with legs crossed.
	 •	 body movements
	 •	 clapping 
	 •	 closed eyes 
	 •	 breathing exercises
	 •	 chanting
	 •	 stretching of arms and legs
	 •	 bending backwards
	 •	 running/jogging
	 •	 eye contact
       Ans: body movements, clapping, chanting, stretching of arms and legs.
	 f.	 ‘Laughter therapy also plays a crucial role in social bonding.’ How?
		  Laughter therapy brings many people together.  They work together to achieve the same goal. It 

brings a team spirit among the people. So it plays a crucial role in social bonding.

GRAMMAR  
Articles and Determiners:   Page - 11
	a.	Read the paragraph below and fill in the blanks using ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’.
			  It is said that 1 the computer is 2 an electronic extension of the human brain. Therefore, in 

principle, 3 a computer can do all those activities which 4 the human brain can do. Today 
computers are found to be 5 the most useful devices as knowledge providers.  Another important 
field of application of computers is 6 the development of robots. 7 The internet has brought 8 a 
drastic change in communication systems.

	b.	 In the following paragraph, insert ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’ wherever necessary and rewrite 
the sentences.

		  In our family, we have planned to take the children to a zoo next Sunday. A van has been arranged 
and we are sure to have a comfortable journey. The zoo is an interesting place for the children 
who enjoy watching the animals and want to know more about them.  Even the, youngsters love 
to visit the zoo.

	c.	F ill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. (Articles have been included)
		  Once the emperor gave a bag of seeds to his council of ministers and said that he would give them 

six months’ time to grow the seeds.  Whoever does a good job will be made the second emperor 
of that empire. All the ministers took their task seriously.  After six months some ministers had 
small plants in their pots.  A few had very large plants. Others had medium sized plants.  The 
emperor entered the hall.  He was much amused to see some plants.  He called the first minister 
and asked him what he did with the seed.  The first minister explained the process he adopted to 
make his plant grow.  The Emperor called all the other ministers to explain what they did. Only 
one minister had come with an empty pot.  They laughed loudly at the foolishness of this minister.  
But the emperor applauded him and made him the second Emperor.  Do you know why?  He had 
given them boiled seeds which would not grow.  Only that minister was honest.  

	d.	F ill in the blanks with appropriate determiners. 
	 i.	 They   came   early   but   there   was ......................... (little / a little) work to do.
	ii.	 Anand invited ......................... (few / a few) friends for the birthday party.
	iii.	 The teacher gave ......................... (all / every) student a separate topic for the assignment.
	iv.	 ......................... (Most of / Many) the water overflowed from the tank.
	v.	 ......................... (One/Any) of my friends wished me on my birthday.
	vi.	 Vijay had  .........................  (no / any) idea about the problem.
	vii.	Adhi had taken ......................... (much / many) photos during the program me.
	viii.	......................... (Some / Few) girls who attended the class informed the others about the tests.
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27 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

Tenses:
	a.	F ill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs in brackets and read the 

completed passage aloud.  Page - 14
		  The people of India, as a whole, 1 are (be) warm hearted and hospitable.  Any calamity in any 

part of the world immediately 2 arise (arise) their charity and generosity and a committee 3 
will be (be) promptly 4 set (set) up to collect funds to help the distressed.  The most endearing 
quality in them 5 is (be) the respect they show for the work done in any capacity.  They 6 believe 
(believe) in what we 7 call (call) the dignity of labour. 

	b.	N ow, use the verbs given in brackets in the following sentences in their correct forms.
	1.	 I like to spend time with my friend, whenever I am free.
	2.	 He is likely to miss the train. He is running up to the station.
	3.	 At the moment they wait at the bus-stop. But I do not know their plans for the journey.
	4.	 They firmly believe in the existence of God.
	5.	 We hear a lot of noise because the new buildings transmit sound vacant.
	6.	 She always makes excuses for coming late.
	7.	 The Prime Minister leaves for America to meet the delegates of tomorrow.

	c.	Y ou are a commentator for a 5000 metre running race.  Use simple present and 
present continuous tenses and complete the commentary from the beginning to 
the end of the race.  Read the completed passage aloud.

	 	 The 5000 metre race is about to begin.  Lined up at the starting point, from left to right, are John 
of Great Britain, Peter of Nigeria and Jeeva of India.  The runners are warming up for great 
event. Now they 1 take (take) their positions on the track.  They 2 are (be) all ready for the start.  
There 3 goes (go) the starter’s gun!  Yes, the race has begun.  John 4 is leading (lead) with Jeeva 
5 is following (follow) him closely.

	d.	Read the extract from Kayal’s diary entry regarding her Nepal Trek, fill in the blanks 
with the correct tense form of the verbs given in brackets.

		  DAY 1.  We left (leave) Anna International Airport in Chennai two days ago catching a direct flight 
to Kathmandu in Nepal.  We spent  (spend) a day sightseeing.  Kathmandu is full of people, rickshaws 
and the smell of sandalwood, I’ve never been (be) on a trip like this before.  So I’m really excited.
		   DAY 2.  It rained (rain) when we reached Pokhara, Nepal’s second largest city, and saw the 
snowy peaks of the Himalayas for the first time.  We reached (reach) Pokhara after a hair-raising six-
hour bus journey along very narrow roads with a lot of hairpin bends.  The bus was (be) so full that 
one person had to share the driver’s seat. 
	 	DAY  3. We began (begin) our trek at last.  We are at about 900 metres and the weather is warm 
and humid.  For lunch we had chips and yak cheese sandwiches.  I didn’t like them very much. I’m 
thrilled that we pitched (pitch) tents for our camps in the dense forests.
		  DAY 4.  Yesterday a landslide blocked (block) our path and we had to use ropes to get over 
it.  This morning we walked along the river Kali Gandaki through dense forests of oak trees and we 
pitched our camp at Tukuche below the Annapurna mountain range.  The main danger in addition to 
landslides, is ‘yak attack.’  Yaks are (be) not dangerous but you have to be careful if you meet a herd 
of them because they can push you off the sides of the mountain.
		  DAY 5. We met a lot of children on our trek through the villages.  They played (play) in the pool 
of muddy rain water as we left the place.  We have already climbed 2,400 metres.  Up here, it never 
rains (rain) and there are no trees.  It is (be) windy and dusty and I am always thirsty.  
		  DAY 6.  Yesterday we went (go) to the mountainside of the township of Mukthinath, at 3600 
metres.  The thin air with less oxygen there left (leave) us breathless.  We felt (feel) that we couldn’t 
go any further.  We drank (drink) a lot of extra fluids to prevent altitude sickness.
		  DAY 7.  We turned around today and started to descend to Jomosom.  As we went down, the 
oxygen filled our blood again and we seemed to fly (fly) instead of walking.
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		  DAY 8.  We went back to Pokhara in a small plane yesterday.  It was exciting (excite) when 
we flew (fly) between the mountain peaks.  We arrived in Kathmandu this afternoon and we spent 
(spend) our last few hours in shopping.  We leave for Chennai tomorrow.  We’ve had a trip of a life-
time. 

	e.	I n the following passage, circle the verbs in simple present tense and underline 
the verbs in simple past.  The first one has been done for you.   Page - 15

	 i)	 Unless one  is    upright there   is   no use in being a charming fellow. Sometimes it   is   better to 

be honest than attractive. These  are  the great truths of modern life which Shyam never realised. 

He never said an ill-natured word in his life. He was always polite and spoke softly to everyday. 

	ii)	 That night he strolled into Palette Club about eleven o’clock, and found Trevor sitting by himself 

in the long room. “Well, Alan, did you get the picture finished all right?” he said, as he lit his 

cigarette. “finished and framed, my boy!” answered Trevor, “and by-the-bye, you have made a 

conquest. That old model you saw is quited devoted to you. I had to tell him all about you - who 

you are, where you live, what your income is, what prospects you have”.

	iii)	 “And now tell me how Laura is. The old model was quite interested in her.” “You   don’t  mean 

to say you talked to him about her?” said Hughie. “Certainly I did. He  knows  all about the 

relentless colonel, the lovely Laura, and the €10,000”. “You told that old beggar all my private 

affairs?” cried Hughie, looking very red and angry. “My dear Alan,” cried Hughie, “I shall 

probably find him waiting for me when I   go   home.”

	 f.	F ill in the blanks using Past tense forms of the verbs:  Page - 16
	 i)	 I had never seen (see) such a beautiful sunrise before I came here.
	ii)	 We were not able to stay overnight as we had not reserved (reserve) the tickets in advance.
	iii)	 Nirmala had been (be) to the concert several times.
	iv)	 Mariappan knew Pudukottai so well because he had been living (live) there for five years.
	v)	 Yusuf understood the problem because he had experienced (experience) the situation earlier.
	vi)	 Catherine did not have any cash because she had lost (lose) her purse. 
	vii)	My father had been (be) to Mumbai once before. 
	viii)	The cat had chased (chase) the bird before it flew out of yard. 
	ix)	 Edith had visited (visit) several doctors before she found out what the problem was with her 

knee.
	x)	 If we had called (call) the manager ahead, we would not have needed to wait so long for a table.

	g.	R ead the following news report and underline the past perfect tense form of the 
verb and circle the simple past tense form of the verb. Page - 16

		  INDIA BEAT PAKISTAN TO WIN BLIND CRICKET WORLD CUP
				   Chasing a huge target of 308 runs, India    romped  home in the penultimate over of the 

match to defeat Pakistan and win the Blind Cricket World Cup.  India  started  off their chase in 
a cracking manner, but had lost two quick wickets.  Sunil Ramesh   rose   to the occasion as he  
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played a great knock to help India beat Pakistan and had scored 93 runs.  Earlier India   won   
the toss and had decided to bowl first.  Pakistan   amassed   a huge score of 307 for eight in 40 
overs.  Their openers had given them a brisk start which the later batsmen   capitalized  on.

	h.	Read the following extract and fill in the spaces with the right form of verbs and 
complete the passage.  The first one is done for you.

	 i)	 The poet stops to hear the maiden singing while she 1 cuts (cut) and binds (bind) the grain.  The 
song of the lady 2 fascinates (fascinate) the poet who 3 stands (stand) there to listen to the song.  
The girl 4 sings (sing) a sad song.

	ii)	 During the monsoon, a tender slightly warm breeze 1 blows (blow) on a cloudless afternoon.  A 
sort of fragrance 2 rises (rise) from the wet grass and trees in the sunlight.  It 3 seems (seem) as 
if the warm breath of the exhausted earth 4 falls (fall) against one’s skin.  A sweet voiced bird 
somewhere 5 chirps (chirp) repeatedly. 

	 i.	 Read the news item that appeared in a daily and fill the blanks with suitable forms 
of the verbs given in brackets.  Page - 17

		  Ever since social networking sites entered our lives, they 1 have served (serve) as platforms 
where users could use the virtual space offered by these social media.  However, recent incidents 
2 have caused (cause) many to question the freedom to express views on various issues and in 
some cases it 3 has become (become) a dangerous platform.  Social Contact 4 has transformed 
(transform) people.  They 5 have developed (develop) an addiction to it.   

	 j.	R ead the following passage and correct the errors you come across.
	1.	 Rajan slowly settled down to his retired life.  His pension plus what his wife brought from the 

household work she did helped them to meet their requirements. Life was easy until one Sunday.  
His granddaughter came crying.  The clay doll in her hand had broken into two.  Rajan pacified 
her and promised to mend it.  This small repair work became the founding stone of a very 
prosperous venture into making clay dolls, which earned him great respect.

	2.	 Games and sports help in recreation.  Soccer, cricket, lawn tennis or wrestling is eagerly watched 
by millions of fans all over the world.  It helps one get a temporary relief from the tensions of 
a day.  The dedication displayed by all players in the field indicates the mental and spiritual 
development of the players.     

writing
 

	a.	N otice
	 i.	 Prepare a notice to be displayed on the notice-board of your school for the students of Class 

11, informing them about the educational tour that has been arranged for them the next 
month. 

ATTENTION
STUDENTS OF CLASS-11

EDUCATIONAL TOUR
PROPOSED PLACE – KODAIKANAL 
PROPOSED DATES – 7 & 8 JULY

Interested students can give your name
Principal
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	ii.	 Write a notice about the inauguration of a laughter club in your school. 

Notice
20 June 2020

This is to inform the students of I & II year Higher Secondary class that it has been decided 
to start a LAUGHTER CLUB in our school. Its inauguration will be on 28 June 2020 at 4.30 
pm.  It will be conducted in our school playground.  All the Higher Secondary students are 
invited to attend the function.

Sd/-
KAVIYA 

SPL  

	b.	M essage Page - 18
You are the Sports Captain of your school.  Write a message to the Physical Director, requesting 
him to be present during the football team selection scheduled for tomorrow.

Notice
	�  6.p.m.
Respected sir,� 28, Aug.
  Tomorrow we have football team selection in our school campus around 5 p.m. We humbly 
request you to make your presence at the most .
									        Xavier
								       School sports captain

	c.	�D o you exercise regularly? If you do, which of the following activities do you prefer? Discuss 
and share with your partner a few lines about your preference.

  	  	 a) walking	 b) working out in a gym	 c) swimming 	  d) cycling		     Ans : a) walking
		�  Yes, I exercise regularly.  I prefer walking.  Walking in the morning is very pleasant.  There is 

fresh air.  There is no traffic problem.  There is no noise pollution.  I enjoy the natural scenery.  I 
watch birds on the way.  I enjoy the peaceful atmosphere.  So I go for a walk everyday. 

Given below is the format for drafting a speech. An example has also been given.

FORMAT

Analsye the topic and be clear abot the purpose of the speech

Gather enough material

Construct an outline. Don’t forget to greet and thank the audience.

Add supporting details

Think of an effective opening

Sum up your points in your conclusion.

Write your speech and edit it.
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Importance of games and sports:
Good morning everyone! Respected Principal, Teachers and Friends;

I am Kumar of Class XI and I stand before you to share a few thoughts on the importance of games 
and sports in Your lives.

Most of us spend our leisure time indoors, watching TV or playing video games. This makes us 
physically lazy and leads to many diseases. Mentally we become dull and unimaginative. But all this 
can be reversed with regular sports activities.

First of all, sports and games make us mentally alert and physically strong. Further, good health is 
one of the most important benefits  of games and sports. They help us relax and give us energy to 
learn our lessons well. Playing games also helps in developing a sense of cooperation or team-spirit 
in an individual. For Example, games like cricket and football, etc. are won by the collective efforts 
of all the members of the team. They shape our body, give us energy and strength and improve blood 
circulation.

Sports should be an integral part of education. Education without sports is incomplete. Thus, we 
should understand that sports is of great value in life. That is why facilities are being developed in 
rural and semi-urban areas. There are playgrounds everywhere. Let us all remember that a healthy 
mind can exist only in a healthy body and that health is wealth.

I wish to thank you all for having given me the opportunity to speak on the importance of sports 
and games. Let us pledge to keep ourselves healthy and active by participating more and more in 
outdoor activities.

 Task: 

�You are Mani/ Megalai of Class XI, President of the English Club of your school. Draft  a 
speech on the topic “ Reading Maketh a Complete Man” to be delivered in the school assembly. 
Page - 19

“ Reading Maketh a Complete Man”

Respected Headmaster / Headmistress / Principal, Dear teachers, Friends, Club Members, Good 
Morning to one and all. I am Mani/Magalai of Class XI. Here I stand before you to deliver a speech 
on “Reading Maketh a Complete Man”.

There are different forms of study - reading, discussing and writing which perfect human 
understanding in different ways. Reading develops faculties of comprehension and judgement of a 
man. It makes him a scholar.

When one reads a lot of books, one gets observing power, concentration, planning, getting a suitable  
conclusion and so on. Finally he becomes a complete man.

So I humbly request every one of you to read atleast one book of social acceptance per month. 
You will really become not only a motivator to others bus also an embodiment of social culture and 
etiquettes.

Ultimately, I appeal to you be a good or voracious reader: be a  good leader’. I thank one and all for 
having given this opportunity on this auspicious day. Let us all take a vow ‘We will become good 
readers to be good leaders’, Thank you.
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About the Author    ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

	 	 Gabriel Okara (born 1921) is a Nigerian poet and novelist. His verse has been 
translated into several languages. His poem The call of River Nun won the best 
award for Literature at the Nigerian Festival of Arts in 1953. Some of his poems 
were published in the influential  periodical Black Orpheus, and by 1960 he estab-
lished himself as an accomplished writer. He was honoured with the Commonwealth 
Poetry Award. Okara’s typical poem transits from everyday reality to moments of 
delight and moves back to reality, making a complete circle. Okara infused African 
thought, folklore, and imagery into both his verse and prose. His first novel, The 

Voice, is an outstanding linguistic experiment. His later works include a collection of poems The 
Fisherman’s Invocation (1978) and two books for children, Little Snake and Little Frog (1981) 
and An Adventure to Juju Island (1992). 				  

   «èŠKò™ åè£ó£  å¼ ¬ïpKò ï£†´ èMë˜ ñŸÁ‹ ï£õô£CKò˜. Üõó¶ õêù‹ ðô 
ªñ£NèO™ ªñ£Nªðò˜‚èŠð†´œ÷¶. Üõó¶ èM¬î ‘î è£™ ÝŠ Kõ˜’ ï¡ 1953Ý‹ Ý‡®™ 
¬ïpKò è¬ô Mö£õ£è Þô‚AòˆFŸè£ù Cø‰î M¼¬î ªõ¡ø¶. Üõó¶ Cô èM¬îèœ 
ªê™õ£‚°I‚è è£ô Þ¬ìªõOJ™ H÷£‚ Ý˜çHòR™ ªõOJìŠð†ìù. 1960Þ™ Üõ˜ 
å¼ Fø¬ñò£ù â¿ˆî£÷ó£è î¡¬ù GÁˆF‚ ªè£‡ì£˜. Üõ¼‚° è£ñ¡ªõ™ˆ èM¬î 
M¼¶ õöƒèŠð†ì¶. åè£ó£M¡ õö‚èñ£ù èM¬î Ü¡ø£ì òî£˜ˆîˆFL¼‰¶ ñA›„CJ¡ 
î¼íƒèÀ‚° ñ£P, à‡¬ñ‚°ˆ F¼‹H, å¼ º¿¬ñò£ù õ†ìˆ¬î à¼õ£‚°Aø¶. åè£ó£ 
îù¶ õêù‹ ñŸÁ‹ à¬óï¬ì Þó‡®½‹ ÝŠHK‚è C‰î¬ù, ï£†´Š¹ø‚ è¬îèœ ñŸÁ‹ 
à¼õƒè¬÷ á´¼Mù£˜. Üõó¶ ºî™ ï£õô£ù ‘F õ£Œv’ å¼ Cø‰î ªñ£NJò™ «ê£î¬ù. 
Üõó¶ HŸè£ô ð¬ìŠ¹èO™ ‘F çHû˜«ñ¡ Þ¡õ£«èû¡’ ñŸÁ‹ °ö‰¬îèÀ‚è£ù Þó‡´ 
¹ˆîèƒèœ, ‘L†®™ v«ù‚ ñŸÁ‹ L†®™ çŠó£‚‘ ñŸÁ‹ ‘Ý¡ Ü†ªõ¡„ê˜ ´ ü§ü§ b¾’ 
ÝAò¬õ Üìƒ°‹.

ÝòˆîŠðì™Warm up
a. 	Guess what friendly words these two gentlemen exchange when shaking hands.

¬è °½‚°‹«ð£¶ Þ‰î Þó‡´ ñQî˜èÀ‹ â¡ù ï†¹ õ£˜ˆ¬îè¬÷ ðKñ£P‚ªè£œAø£˜èœ 
â¡Á ÎA‚è¾‹.

	

Pleased to meet you.
àƒè¬÷ ê‰FˆîF™ I‚è ñA›„C.
How do you do?	
cƒèœ âŠð® Þ¼‚Al˜èœ?
Where had you been so long?
cƒèœ Þšõ÷¾ è£ô‹ âƒ° Þ¼‰b˜èœ?

Nice to see you.
îƒè¬÷ ê‰FˆîF™ ñA›„C.
How are you?	
cƒèœ âŠð® Þ¼‚Al˜èœ?
How is life going on?
õ£›‚¬è âŠð® «ð£Œ ªè£‡®¼‚Aø¶-?
How is your father?
àƒèœ î‰¬î âŠð® Þ¼‚Aø£˜-?

Unit

1
Poem

Once Upon a time

º¡ªù£¼ è£ôˆF™ 

- Gabriel Okara

-& «èŠKò™ åè£ó£
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b.	The children in the picture are watching an exciting sporting event, where their school team 
is winning. Suggest suitable utterances reflecting their feelings.

		 ðìˆF™ àœ÷ °ö‰¬îèœ æ˜ àŸê£èñ£ù M¬÷ò£†¬ìŠ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‚Aø£˜èœ. 
Üƒ° Üõ˜èO¡ ðœO ÜE ªõŸP ªðÁAø¶. ªð£¼ˆîñ£ù ªê£Ÿè¬÷ ðK‰¶¬ó‚è¾‹.

	 c. 	Given a chance, any adult would wish to become a child again for many reasons. Fill the 
boxes with some of what you imagine could be the reasons.

e.g. I need not 
worry about 
project deadlines.

I’ve no homework. I need not worry 
about school 
uniforms and tight 
shoes.

I can eat, play and 
sleep as I wish.

I can wear my 
pajamas the whole 
day.

I can play in the 
street with other 
children.

Light dress and light 
heart.

I am a free bird at 
home.

I can sleep as long 
as I like.

I need not carry a 
heavy bag.

No rule about dress 
at home.

I won’t worry 
about my future.

å¼ õ£ŒŠ¹ õöƒèŠð†ì£™ â‰îªõ£¼ ªðKòõ¼‹ ðô è£óíƒèÀ‚è£è °ö‰¬îò£è ñ£ø 
M¼‹¹õ£˜èœ. è£óíƒè÷£è â¡ù Þ¼‚èô£‹ â¡Á cƒèœ G¬ù‚°‹ CôõŸ¬ø è†ìƒèO™ 
GóŠð¾‹.

â.è£. F†ì 
è £ ô ‚ ª è´¬õ Š 
ðŸP ï£¡ 
è õ ¬ ô Š ð ì 
«î¬õJ™¬ô.

âù‚° i†´ 
«õ¬ô Þ™¬ô

ðœO Y¼¬ì 
ñŸÁ‹ ÞÁ‚èñ£ù 
è£ôEèœ ðŸP 
ï£¡ èõ¬ôŠðì 
«î¬õJ™¬ô

ï£¡ M¼‹Hòð® 
ê£ŠHìô£‹, 
M¬÷ò£ìô£‹, 
Éƒèô£‹

ï£¡ ²®î£˜ 
à ¬ ì è ¬ ÷ 
ï£œ º¿õ¶‹ 
ÜEòô£‹

ï£¡ ñŸø 
°ö‰¬îèÀì¡ 
ªî¼M™ M¬÷ò£ì 
º®»‹

ªñ¡¬ñò£ù à¬ì 
ñŸÁ‹ ªñ¡¬ñò£ù 
Þîò‹

ï£¡ i†®™ å¼ 
²î‰FóŠ ðø¬õ

ï£¡ M¼‹¹‹ õ¬ó 
ââ¡ù£™ É-ƒè 
º®»‹

ï£¡ å¼ 
èùñ£ù ¬ð¬ò 
â´ˆ¶„ ªê™ôˆ 
«î¬õJ™¬ô

i†®™ à¬ì ðŸP 
â‰î MF»‹ Þ™¬ô.

âù¶ âF˜è£ôˆ¬îŠ 
ðŸP ï£¡ èõ¬ôŠðì 
ñ£†«ì¡.

Well-
played

Bravo

We’ve
won

CongratsGood
job

Excellent
õ£›ˆ¶‚èœï™ô 

«õ¬ôêêð£w

ï£ƒèœ 
ªõ¡«ø£‹

ï¡ø£è 
M¬÷ò£®ù£˜èœ Iè„

Cø‰î
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ð£ì„²¼‚è‹

	Consolidation Points

  º¡ªù£¼ è£ôˆF™ èMë˜ º‰¬îò è£ôˆF™ °ö‰¬îèOìI¼‰î Cø‰î ñQî ð‡¹è¬÷, 
îŸè£ôˆF½œ÷ õ÷˜‰î °ö‰¬îèO¡ ñ£Áð†ì ð‡¹è«÷£´ åŠH´A¡ø£˜. °ö‰¬îèœ 
àœ÷ˆî£½‹, è‡è÷£½‹ CKŠð£˜èœ. õ÷˜‰î¾ì¡ «ð£Lò£è„ CKŠð£˜èœ. ªðKòõ˜èœ 
Å›G¬ô‚° ãŸøõ£Á îƒèœ ºèˆ«î£Ÿøˆ¬î ñ£ŸP‚ ªè£œõ£˜èœ. èMë¼‹ Ãì ðô 
ºèƒè¬÷ ÜE‰¶ ªè£œ÷ èŸøP‰¶ ªè£‡´ Þ¼‚Aø£˜. Üõ˜ Þ¶«ð£¡ø «ð£Lò£ù 
ðö‚èõö‚èƒè¬÷ˆ î¡ G¬ùM™ Þ¼‰¶ ÜèŸø Ý¬êŠð´Aø£˜. î£¡ CÁ õòF™ CKˆî 
Ü‰î„ CKŠ¬ð îù‚° I‡´‹ èŸÁˆî¼ñ£Á î¡ ñèQì‹ «è†Aø£˜.  

		 The title clearly indicates about the past. I associate that a fairytale may be in a poetic form. 
		 The relationship between the narrator and the listener is father and son.
		 The expressions that indicate conflicting ideas are “laugh with their hearts and laugh with their 

eyes”, and “laugh with their teeth”. 
		 The poet learnt how to change faces in different situations,
		 The poet has been able to change with the society. 
		 People welcome the guests for two times but the third time they will treat the guests differently.
		 The poet desires to learn how to say goodbye in a nice way. 
		 He desires to unlearn all the bad habits he has picked up over the years.
		 The poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror is like a snake’s bare teeth.
		 The poet longs for child-like innocence.

Once Upon A Time

Page - 21

Once upon a time, son 
They used to laugh with their hearts 
And laugh with their eyes: 
But now they only laugh with their teeth 
While their ice-block-cold eyes 
Search behind my shadow 

There was a time indeed 
They used to shake hands with their hearts 
But that’s gone, son 
Now they shake hands without hearts 
While their left hands search 
My empty pockets. 

“Feel at home!”, “Come again”: 
They say, and when I come 
Again and feel 
At home, once, twice 
There will be no thrice - 
For then I find doors shut on me. 

º¡ªù£¼ è£ôˆF™

ð‚è‹ & 21

å¼ è£ôˆF™, ñè«ù 
ñQî˜èœ îƒèœ Þîòƒèœ Íô‹ CKˆîù˜, 
ñŸÁ‹ è‡èO¡ Íôº‹ CKˆîù˜ 
Ýù£™ ÞŠªð£¿¶ ªõÁ‹ ðŸè÷£™ ñ†´«ñ CK‚A¡øù˜, 
Üõ˜èO¡ ðQè†® «ð£¡ø °O˜„Cò£ù è‡èœ 
â¡ Gö½‚° H¡ù£™ «î´Aø¶. 

à‡¬ñJ™ å¼ è£ô‹ Þ¼‰î¶, 
ñ‚èœ ÞîòŠÌ˜õñ£è ¬èè¬÷ °½‚°õ£˜èœ 
Ýù£™ Ü¶ ñ¬ø‰¶ M†ì¶, ñè«ù 
ÞŠªð£¿¶ Üõ˜èœ Þîòƒèœ Þ™ô£ñ™ ¬è°½‚°A¡øù˜. 
Ü«î «õ¬ôJ™ Üõ˜èO¡ Þì¶ ¬è âù¶ 
ªõŸÁ ð£‚ªè†´è¬÷ «î´A¡øù.

“Þò™ð£è Þ¼ƒèœ”, “e‡´‹ õ£¼ƒèœ”;
â¡ð£˜èœ Üõ˜èœ, Ýù£™ ï£¡ e‡´‹ 
õ‰¶ Þò™ð£è Þ¼‚°‹ªð£¿¶
å¼º¬ø, Þ¼º¬ø, Í¡ø£‹º¬ø
Í¡ø£õ¶ º¬ø Þ¼‚è£¶ & 

ãªùQ™ èî¾èœ Ü¬ì‚èŠð´õ¬î ï£¡ è‡«ì¡
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Ýù£™ ï£¡ ðô Mûòƒè¬÷ èŸÁ‚ªè£‡«ì¡, ñè«ù 
Ý¬ìè¬÷Š «ð£™ ðô ºèƒè¬÷ ÜEò ï£¡ èŸÁ‚ ªè£‡«ì¡. 
i†®Ÿ° å¼ ºè‹, Ü½õôè ºè‹, ªî¼ ºè‹, 
M¼‰î£OèÀ‚° å¼ ºè‹ Þ¬õ Ü¬ùˆ¶‹ «ê˜ˆ¶ CKŠ¹ì¡ 
Ã®ò èô¬õ ºè‹ å¼ ¹¡ù¬è‚°‹ 
à¼õŠðì‹ «ð£ô Þ¼‚è èŸÁ‚ªè£‡«ì¡.

ï£Â‹ Ãì èŸP¼‚A«ø¡
àí˜M¡P CKŠðîŸ°,
ñŸÁ‹ àí˜M¡P èóƒè¬÷ °½‚°õîŸ°
ï£¡ “ªê¡Á õ¼è”  â¡Á Ãø¾‹ èŸÁ‚ªè£œ

“ï™ô «õ¬÷ ªî£¬ô‰î£¡” âù â‡Eò ªð£¿¶;
“ê‰FˆîF™ ñA›„C” â¡Á Ãø 
ñA›„CJ¡P; ñŸÁ‹ Ü½Š¹Ÿø H¡¹
“àƒèOì‹ «ðCò¶ ï¡ø£è Þ¼‰î¶” â¡Á Ãø.

ð‚è‹ & 22

Ýù£™ â¡¬ù ï‹¹, ñè«ù 
ï£¡ âŠð® Þ¼‰«î«ù£ 
ÜŠð®«ò Þ¼‚è Ý¬êŠð´A«ø¡. 
Þ‰î ÞNõ£ù Mûòƒè¬÷ ñø‚è G¬ù‚A«ø¡. 
â™ô£õŸPŸ°‹ «ñô£è, ï£¡ âŠð® CK‚è «õ‡´‹ 	

	 â¡ð¬î F¼‹ð¾‹ èŸè «õ‡´‹, 
ãªù¡ø£™ ï£¡ âù¶ ðŸèœ ð£‹H¡ ðŸè¬÷ 		

	 G¬ù×†´A¡ø¶.

âù«õ âù‚°‚ è£†´ ñè«ù
âŠð® CK‚è «õ‡´‹ â¡ð¬î
å¼ è£ôˆF™ à¡¬ùŠ«ð£™ Þ¼‰îªð£¿¶ 
âŠð® CKˆ«î«ù£ Üšõ£Á CK‚è‚ èŸÁ‚ªè£´.

So I have learnt many things, son 
I have learned to wear many faces 
Like dresses – home face 
Office face, street face, host face 
Cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles 
Like a fixed portrait smile. 

And I have learned too 
To laugh with only my teeth 
And shake hands without my heart 
I have also learned to say “Goodbye” 
When I mean “Good-riddance”: 
To say “Glad to meet you” 
Without being glad; and to say “It’s been 
Nice talking to you”, after being bored 

Page - 22

But believe me, son 
I want to be what I used to be 
When I was like you. I want 
To unlearn all these muting things 
Most of all, I want to relearn 
How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror 
Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs! 

So show me, son 
How to laugh; show me how 
I used to laugh and smile 
Once upon a time when I was like you.

GLOSSARY:
Words Meanings îIö£‚è‹

laugh with 
their teeth

to fake a laugh, laugh without 
associated emotions

àí˜„C Þ™ô£î CKŠ¹

ice - block - 
cold eye

eyes lacking a feeling of warmth or 
endearing expression

Ü¡¹ èô‚è£î àí˜¾

search behind my 
shadow

people are hypocritical and they 
don’t mean what they say

°Ÿø‹ è£µ‹ Þò™¹œ÷ ñ‚èœ

while their left 
hands search my 
empty pockets

evaluating the narrator’s worth and 
power or calculating how he could 
be exploited

èî£CKòK¡ ðô‹ ñŸÁ‹ ñFŠH¬ù 
èí‚A´î™

cocktail face face showing mixed emotions. èô¬õò£ù 

conforming smiles 
like a fixed por-
trait smile

wearing a standard deceitful 
artificial smile on all occasions

ªð£ŒŠ¹¡ù¬è (Ü) Üê†´Š 
¹¡ù¬è
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

good-riddance expression of relief at being free of 
an unwanted person

ªè†ì¬î & c‚°î™

fangs teeth of a venomous snake used to 
inject poison

ð£‹H¡ ï„²ŠðŸèœ

Textual Questions
   

	1.	B ased on your understanding of the poem answer the following questions in one 
or two sentences each:  Page - 23

	a)	 What do you associate with the title of the poem? 
		  I associate myself with my childhood days in which I was very innocent, sincere and true. 
	b)	 What is the relationship between the narrator and the listener? 
		  Father and son 
	c)	 What happens to the poet when he visits someone for the third time? 
		  When the poet visits someone for the third time, the doors are shut on him. 
	d)	 Pick out the expressions that indicate poet’s conflicting ideas. 
	 	 The expressions that indicate the poet’s conflicts are ‘laugh with their teeth’, shake hands without 

heart’, ‘doors are shut, ‘Good riddance, ‘without being glad’, ‘being bored’. 
	e)	 How does the poet compare his face with dresses? 
		  The poet has learned to wear many faces like dresses. 
	f)	 What does the poet mean when he says ‘good’ bye’? 
		  When the poet says ‘Good bye’, he means ‘good - riddance’. It means that the poet is relieved of 

an unwanted person. 
	g)	 What pleasantries does the poet use to fake cordiality? 
		  The poet uses pleasantries like “Feel at home”, and “come again” to fake cordiality. 
	h)	 What does he desire to unlearn and relearn? 
		  He desires to unlearn all the muting things. He wants to relearn how to laugh with heart as he used 

to when he was like his son. 
	 i)	 How is the poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror? 
	 	 The poet’s laugh reflected in the mirror shows only the teeth and not the heart and his teeth are 

like snake’s bare fangs. 
	j)	 What does the poet long for? 
		  The poet longs to laugh as he used to laugh once upon a time when he was like his son. 
	k)	 Mention the qualities, the child in the poem symbolises 
		  genuineness, sincerity, happiness and innocence are the qualities.
 innocent- ÜŠð£M; conflicts - «ñ£î™èœ; riddance - c‚°î™; pleasantries - Ü‚è¬ø; cordiality - 
F¼ŠFèóñ£ù; fangs - «è£¬óŠ ðŸèœ; genuineness - à‡¬ñˆî¡¬ñ.

 	2.	Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the box given and complete the summary 
of the poem. 

		  The poet Okara in this narrative monologue painfully condemns the (a) duplicity displayed by 
adults, both in their words and actions. Here, a father laments to his son about the negative 
changes that creep into the attitude and behaviour of humans, when they grow into (b) adults. 
He says that people used to be (c) genuine when they laugh and the honesty would be reflected 
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in their eyes. But, people of modern times laugh (d) superficially. Their handshakes used to be 
warm and happy conveying a sense of togetherness, but nowadays the handshakes have become 
a mere (e) falsity . He warns his son that people are not trust-worthy and have become so selfish 
that they are concerned only about their own (f) personal benefits. 

		  People utter words of welcome and exchange (g) pleasantries but those words come only from 
the tip of their tongues and not from the depth of their hearts. Humans have learnt the art of 
changing their (h) facial expressions according to situations merely to ensure social acceptance. 
They wear (i) masks and exhibit multiple faces. The narrator admits that he has also changed into 
a hypocrite. However, he tells his son that though he (j) fakes. his expressions, he does all these 
against his will. He says he wants to become a (k) child again and laugh genuinely. He wants 
to (l) unlearn the unreal things and (m) relearn how to laugh as he had done once upon a time. 
When he laughs before the (n) mirror, he sees no expression. His teeth are bare like that of the (o) 
fangs of a snake. So, he asks his son to show him how to laugh the way he used to laugh, when 
he was a kid like him. 

relearn
personal

fakes
genuine
masks

adults
fangs

superficially
unlearn
mirror

facial
child

duplicity
falsity

pleasantries
 

	3.	 A. Interpret each of the following expressions used in the poem in one or two lines. 
Page - 24

	 i)	 laugh with their eyes. 
		  Once people were very genuine and sincere and they laughed with their eyes. 

	ii)	 shake hands without hearts. 
		  Formerly, a handshake was the outcome of real interest and understanding but nowadays people 

shake hands without hearts. 

	iii)	 like a fixed portrait smile 
	 	 My neighbour is capable of wearing many faces with a smile like a fixed portrait smile. 

iv)	 hands search the empty pockets 
		  When the fake and insincere people shake hands with their right hands, their left hands search the 

poet’s empty pocket. 

	v)	 to unlearn all these muting things. 
		  He wants to unlearn all the muting things such as insincere exchanges and fake smiles.

	B.	R ead the lines given below and answer the questions that follow. 
	 i)	 ‘But now they only laugh with their teeth 
		  While their ice-block-cold eyes…’	
		  a)  Who are ‘they’?
				   The word ‘They’ refers to the people of modern society. 
		  b)  Explain: ice-block-cold eyes.
				   Ice-block-cold eyes means eyes lacking a feeling of warmth or endearing expression. 
		  c)  Identify the figures of speech used here.
				   Metaphor. 
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	ii)	 ‘Most of all, I want to relearn 
		  How to laugh, for my laugh in the mirror
		  Shows only my teeth like a snake’s bare fangs!’
		  a)  Why does the poet want to relearn how to laugh?
				   As the poet's laugh is corrupted by the polluted environment he wants to relearn how to laugh. 
		  b) 	Whom does the poet want to relearn from? 
				   The poet wants to relearn from his son. 
		  c) 	Mention the figure of speech used here.
				   Simile.

	C.	E xplain the following lines with reference to the context.
	 i.	 Once upon a time, son
		  They used to laugh with their hearts:

Reference These lines are taken from the poem, ‘Once Upon a Time’ written by 
‘Gabriel Okara’.

Context The poet recalls how people interacted with fellow humans with real feelings.
Explanation The poet laments the loss of genuine warmth and feelings in social interactions 

in modern times. He recalls with pain how the older generation expressed 
their love and warmth through their eyes. Their laughter originated from 
their eyes (i.e.) gateways of their hearts. As adults they have only fake smiles 
and fake laugh.

	ii.	 There will be no thrice
Reference This line is taken from the poem, ‘Once Upon a Time’ by ‘Gabriel Okara’.
Context The poet describes how modern men fake their feelings in their social 

interactions with fellow humans. They don’t mean ‘welcome’, when they 
say please ‘feel at home’ and ‘come again’.

Explanation 	Men today say ‘feel at home’, ‘come again’. But their invitation is shallow. 
They will welcome you once or twice. When you visit the third time, you 
will not be received and doors will be shut on you.

	iii.	 I have learned to wear many faces 
		  Like dresses …..

Reference These lines are taken from the poem, ‘Once Upon a Time’ written by 
‘Gabriel Okara’.

Context The poet explains how shamelessly he has joined the people in wearing 
masks for different social occasions.

Explanation Adults today wear different expressions on their face for different occasions 
like for the home, for the street, for the host and for the party. They change 
their faces as they change their dress for different occasions.

	iv)	 I want to be what I used to be
Reference This line is taken from the poem, ‘Once Upon a Time’ by ‘Gabriel Okara’.
Context The poet expresses desire to regain his childhood innocence.
Explanation The poet regrets that he is living with hypocrisy, falsehood and duplicity. He 

expresses his desire to relearn the genuine smile of childhood from his son. 
He wants to regain warmth and love.
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 Textual paragraphs  

	4.	 Answer the following questions in about 100 – 150 words.
	 i.	 Explain the things that the poet has learnt when he grew into an adult.

 

Title	 :	 “Once Upon A Time”
Author	 :	 Gabriel Okara
Theme	 :	 How to laugh with true emotions
Character	 :	 The Narrator his son

 
The poet Okara in his poem ‘Once Upon a Time’ painfully condemns the duplicity displayed 

by adults both in their words and actions.  Here, a father laments to his son about the negative 
changes that creep into the attitude and behaviour of humans, when they grow into adults. He used to 
genuine when he laughed. But now his laughter is fake.  He has learnt to laugh without any feeling. 
Their handshakes used to be warm and happy conveying a sense of togetherness, but nowadays the 
handshakes have become a mere falsity. He top has learnt to give such handshakes. He has again 
learnt how to welcome people with words coming from the lips.  Now he can change the facial 
expressions according to the situations. 

 painfully - «õî¬ù»ì¡; condemns - î‡®‚Aø£¡; duplicity - õ…Cˆî™; laments - õ¼‰¶î™; attitude 
- ñ«ù£G¬ô; genuine - à‡¬ñò£ù; falsity - ¶«ó£è‹; facial expressions - ºèð£õƒèœ.    

	ii.	 This poem is nothing but a criticism of modern life.  Justify this statement.

Title	 :	 “Once Upon A Time”
Author	 :	 Gabriel Okara
Theme	 :	 How to laugh with true emotions
Character	 :	 The Narrator, his son

 
The poet Okara in his poem ‘Once Upon a Time’ painfully condemns the duplicity displayed by 

adults both in their words and actions. The poet laments about the negative changes that have come upon 
the modern society. In the modern world people do not have real laughter; they have only fake laughter. 
Their eyes do not show any feeling when they laugh.  The handshakes have become mere duplicity. People 
do not have the warmth when they handshake with others.  The words of welcome come only from the lips 
not from the hearts. Nowadays people change their face as they change their dress.  The facial expressions 
change according to the situation. Thus the poet criticises the modern life.

 negative - âF˜ñ¬ø; real laughter - à‡¬ñò£ù CKŠ¹; fake - ªð£Œ; handshakes - ¬è°½‚è™èœ; 
warmth - ñùñ£˜‰î Ü¡¹; situation - Å›G¬ô; criticises - Mñ˜Cˆ¶.  

	iii.	 ‘Face is the index of the mind’.  Does this adage concur with the views of the poet?

Title	 :	 “Once Upon A Time”
Author	 :	 Gabriel Okara
Theme	 :	 How to laugh with true emotions
Character	 :	 The Narrator, his son
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The poet Okara in his poem, ‘Once Upon a Time’ painfully condemns the duplicity displayed by 
adults both in their words and actions. The poet laments about the negative changes that have come 
upon the modern society.  It is an old saying ‘Face is the index of the mind’. It means that face can 
reflect the real mind of a person. But because of the changes brought into the modern world this 
proverb has lost its meaning. People laugh covering their real intention. People’s handshakes do not 
come from their hearts. So the face does not show reality. In the same way people give words of 
welcome only from the lips. In the modern world people change their face as they change their dress. 
Now, in no way the face shows the real mind of a person. 

 modern society- ïiù êÍè‹; reflect - HóFðL‚°‹; intention - àœ«ï£‚è‹; reality - à‡¬ñ; covering 
- àœ÷ì‚Aò¶; painfully - õLI°‰î; modern world - ïiù àôè‹.

centum Students

SYNOPSIS

		 Introduction
		 About the Artificiality of Relationships and Manners
		 The artificial and hence mechanical
		 The Poet  Learnt Many Things
		 The Innocence, Faithfulness and Sincerity
		 Conclusion 

Introduction:
Gabriel Okara is a Nigerian poet and novelist. His poem entitled “The Call of the River Nun” won the 

best award for Literature at the Nigerian Festival of Arts. He was also honoured the Commonwealth 
Poetry Award. He infused African thoughts, folklore, and imagery in to both his verse and prose.

About the Artificiality of Relationships And Manners:
Gabriel Okara’s 'Once Upon A Time' is about the artificiality of relationships and manners prevailing 

in the present day world. The past, according to the poet, is better than the present; because there 
were love, sincerity and faithfulness in the past. Now that in the present, everything has changed. 
Hence the poet wants to relive the past.

The Artificial and hence Mechanical:
Once upon a time, the people used to laugh with their hearts and eyes. That is, there was genuineness 

in what they said and did. But in the present, there is only outward ‘teeth laugh’ without understanding 
the speaker’s real self. The eyes are described as ‘ice block – cold’. The people have become money 
minded and naturally develop their relationships with the rich. Even when shaking hands with others, 
they are very artificial and hence mechanical

The Poet  Learnt Many Things:
Guests are no longer welcome these days. They are given a warm reception only once. If they visit 

their friends or relatives thrice or more number of days, the doors are shut on them. In this material 
and artificial world, the poet has learnt many things – especially wearing many faces like putting 
on many dresses. One has to have ‘home face’, ‘office face’, ‘cocktail face’ and so on. All are fixed 
just like the portrait smile. As this is the way of the world, the poet – cum – speaker has also learnt 
laughter with teeth; the art of saying ‘goodbye’ when he means ‘Good-riddance’; ‘Glad to meet you’ 
when he is not glad; and ‘Nice talking to you’ when bored.
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The Innocence, Faithfulness and Sincerity:
The poet wants to be like his son with all the exemplary conduct. He himself becomes the victim 

of the present showing ‘the fangs of a snake’. Towards the end of the poem, the poet appeals to his 
son to show him how to smile whole-heartedly. Desire to relive the past is nothing but a yearning 
for the innocence, faithfulness and sincerity. The poem is written as though a father were talking 
to his son.

Conclusion :
Finally the poet implores his son to teach him how to laugh with true emotions and love as he had 

in his earlier days.

slow learners

 

Title	 :	 “Once Upon A Time”
Author	 :	 Gabriel Okara
Theme	 :	 Criticism of Modern Life
Character	 :	 The Narrator his son

	 i.	 Poet Okara condemns false appearances projected by people to safeguard their own interests. 
	ii.	 He condemns the loss of genuine laughter and deep relationship between friends when he was 

a kid. 
	iii.	 He is saddened by the inconsistent nature of people and how successfully they take emotions 

to suit their convenience and personal ends. 
	iv.	 They show false warmth during daily exchanges of courtesy and wear masks to prevent 

discovery of their real feelings. 
	v.	 The poet admits that he had also become a hypocrite like the rest and his reflection in the 

mirror does not reflect warmth of human love but the fangs of a snake deadly enough to kill 
fellow humans. 

	vi.	 So, he requests his son to teach the forgotten art of spontaneous and genuine laughter similar 
to his boyhood days.

	5.	L istening Activity:   Page - 24
		  First read the questions given below.  Next, listen to an excerpt from a poem read out by 

your teacher or played in a recorder.  Note how a child admires and praises the abilities of 
his/her father. Then tick the right answers from the options given below.

[for the poem see text book page - 198]
	 i)	 When the ........... needs to be repaired, they have to hire a man.
	 a)	heater	 b)	furnace	 c)	stove	 d)	oven	

	 ii)	  Father knows no word like ............ . 
	 a)	fail	 b)	frail	 c)	jail	 d)	snail		

	iii)	 It is certain that the father would restore the ............  of the family members.
	 a)	glory	 b)	prosperity	 c)	confidence	 d)	happiness	
	iv)	 The father will not be able to mend a broken ............ .
	 a)	table	 b)	bench	 c)	chair	 d)	stool		
	 v)	 The children expect their ............  to guide them in action.
	 a)	mother	 b)	father	 c)	teacher	 d)	guardian	

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.CBSEtips.in

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

https://www.Padasalai.Net/


42 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

Unit

1
supplementary

 	
 	 											         
	 											         
	 											         
	 											         
	 	

About the Author    ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

		O  .Henry (1862–1910) is a popular American short-story writer whose original 
name is William Sydney Porter. His works romanticized the life of 
ordinary people in New York City. His stories are well-known throughout 
the world. They expressed the effect of coincidence on character and 
often had unexpected twists in the end. His stories are also noted for their 
witticism and clever wordplay. O. Henry’s prolific writing period began 
in 1902 in New York City, where he wrote 381 short stories. He wrote 
one story a week for The New York World Sunday Magazine for over a 
year. O.Henry’s short story ‘After TwentyYears’ was first published in the 
Sunday edition of the New York World in 1905. The story was included in 
the 1906 anthology The Four Million, and it has since been re-published 

in many short story collections. A few of his other popular short stories are, The Gift of the Magi, 
The Cop and the Anthem, The Ransom of Red Chief, A Retrieved Reformation and The Third 
Ingredient.

 æ ªý¡P (1862&1910) å¼ Hóðô ÜªñK‚è CÁè¬î â¿ˆî£÷˜. Þõ¼¬ìò ÞòŸªðò˜ 
M™Lò‹ R†Q «ð£˜†ì˜. Þõ¼¬ìò è¬îèœ ªð£¶õ£è GÎò£˜‚ ïèóˆF¡ ê£î£óí 
°®ñ‚è¬÷„ ²ŸP«ò H¡ùŠð†®¼‚°‹. Þõó¶ è¬îèœ àôè‹ º¿õ¶‹ Hóðôñ£ù¬õ. 
Þõ¼¬ìò è¬î»‹ è¬î ñ£‰î˜èÀ‹ ªð£¼‰F õ¼õ¶ «ð£ô è¬î Ü¬ñ‰F¼‚°‹. º®M™ ò£¼‹ 
âF˜ð£ó£î å¼ F¼Šð‹ õ¼‹. Üõ¼¬ìò è¬îèO™ àœ÷ ï¬è„²¬õ»‹, ¹ˆFê£Lˆîùñ£ù 
õ£˜ˆ¬î õ˜í¬ùèÀ‹ Iè¾‹ «ðêŠð´ð¬õ. Þõ¼¬ìò bMóñ£ù â¿ˆ¶‚è£ô‹ GÎò£˜‚ 
ïèK™ 1902Þ™ ªî£ìƒ°Aø¶. Üõ˜ 381 CÁè¬îè¬÷ â¿F»œ÷£˜. F GÎò£˜‚ «õ˜™† â¡ø 
ë£JÁ õ£ó ÞîN™ õ£óˆFŸ° å¼ è¬î iî‹ Þõó¶ è¬îèœ å¼ õ¼ìˆFŸ°‹ «ñô£è 
ªõOõ‰¶ ªè£‡®¼‰î¶. æ ªý¡PJ¡ CÁè¬îò£ù ÝçŠì˜´ ®õ‡®, F GÎò£˜‚ «õ˜™† 
ÞîN™ 1905 ºî™ ªõOJìŠð†ì¶. Þ‰î‚ è¬î 1906Þ™ F ç«ð£˜ I™Lò¡ â¡ø ªðòK™ 
è¬îˆ ªî£°ŠH™ «ê˜‚èŠð†´ ªõOJìŠð†ì¶. Ü¶ ºî™ ãó£÷ñ£ù è¬îˆªî£°Š¹è«÷£´ 
Þ¬í‰¶ Þ‚è¬î ñÁðFŠ¹ ªêŒòŠð´Aø¶. The Gift of the Magi, The Cop and the Anthem, The 
Ransom of Red Chief, A Retrieved Reformation ñŸÁ‹ The Third Ingredient. «ð£¡ø¬õ Þõ¼¬ìò 
Hóðôñ£ù CÁ¬îèO™ Cô.

After twenty years

Þ¼ð¶ õ¼ìƒèÀ‚°Š H¡

- O. Henry

-& æ. ªý¡P

a. 	 What do you expect your close 
friends to do for you? Beautify 
the petals with your thoughts.

		  àƒèœ ªï¼ƒAò ï‡ð˜èœ 
àƒèÀ‚è£è â¡ù ªêŒõ£˜èœ 
â¡Á âF˜ð£˜‚Al˜èœ? àƒèœ 
â‡íƒè÷£™ Þî›è¬÷ 
Üö°ð´ˆ¶ƒèœ.
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ð£ì„²¼‚è‹
  Þ¼ð¶ Ý‡´èÀ‚°Š Hø°, Þ‰î‚ è¬î Hóðô ÜªñK‚è CÁè¬î ÝCKò˜ æ ªý¡P 
ò£™ â¿îŠð†ì Þ¼ ªï¼ƒAò ï‡ð˜è÷£Aò ð£Š ñŸÁ‹ T‹I ðŸPò è¬îò£°‹. ð£Š ªê™õ‹ 
ß†ì ªõOï£†®Ÿ° ªê¡P¼‰îù. «ð£°‹ º¡ 20 Ý‡´èÀ‚°Š Hø°, Ü«î ÞìˆF™, 
Ü«î «ïóˆF™ e‡´‹ ê‰F‚è ï‡ð˜èœ Þ¼õ¼‹ àì¡ð®‚¬è ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡ìù˜. ð£Š 
õ£‚èOˆîõ£Á 20 Ý‡´èÀ‚°Š Hø° Ü«î ÞìˆFŸ° õ‰î£˜. ºîL™ àòóñ£ù å¼ 
«ð£Lvè£ó˜ õ‰î£˜. H¡¹ î¡ «õ¬ô¬òˆ ªî£ì˜‰¶ ªêŒò ªê¡ÁM†ì£˜. Üõ˜ î¡ ï‡ð˜ 
T‹I Þ™¬ôªò¡Á ð£Š G¬ùˆî£˜. Üî¡ H¡ ñŸø å¼õ˜ õ‰î£˜. Üõ˜ Íôñ£è ºîL™ 
õ‰îõ˜ î¡Â¬ìò ï‡ð˜ T‹I â¡ð¬î ÜP‰î£˜. ð£Š C‚è£‚«è£M™ å¼ «îìŠð´Aø 
°Ÿøõ£O. ð£Š Üõ¼¬ìò ï‡ðó£è Þ¼Šðî£™, T‹I Üõ¬ó î£«ù ¬è¶ ªêŒò£ñ™ ñŸøõ˜ 
Íôñ£è ¬è¶ ªêŒî£˜. èì¬ñ ï†¬ð è£†®½‹ º‚Aòñ£ù¶ â¡Á T‹I ªñŒŠHˆî£˜. 

Consolidation Points
		 Bob shared with the policeman his strange appointment made twenty years ago. 
		 He also shared the details of their childhood days and how they were raised in New York.
		 He can recognize his friend as soon as he sees his face in the cigar light. He is duty bound.
		 Though his friend is a criminal wanted in Chicago.
		 Bob pulled out a handsome watch having the lid set with small diamonds. 
		 Bob had to compete with some of the intelligent people going to get his pile. 
		Jimmy Wells is very cordial with everyone, especially with Bob
		 He has done his duty. He knows his responsibilities. 
		 When he comes to know that his friend is a criminal, he does not want to arrest him himself.
		 He has sent another policeman to arrest Bob. For him duty is more important than friendship.

	b.	 i.	 Find out when the International Day of Friendship is celebrated.
				   August 5.
				   ê˜õ«îê ï†¹Fù‹ âŠ«ð£¶ ªè£‡ì£ìŠð´Aø¶ â¡ð¬î è‡ìPò¾‹.
				   Ýèv´ 5.

		  ii. 	How is that day celebrated?
		     	 On the day of Friendship, We will meet our friends either in different places, exchange 

our greetings and memories. We shall take lunch together and exchange gifts. Friendship gets 
renewed and gets strengthened.

			     Ü‰î ï£œ âšõ£Á ªè£‡ì£ìŠð´Aø¶?
				   ï†¹ ï£O™, ï£ƒèœ âƒèœ ï‡ð˜è¬÷ ªõš«õÁ ÞìƒèO™ ê‰FŠ«ð£‹. âƒèœ 

õ£›ˆ¶‚è¬÷»‹, G¬ù¾è¬÷»‹ ðKñ£P‚ªè£œ«õ£‹. ï£ƒèœ å¡ø£è ñFò àí¾ 
â´ˆ¶‚ ªè£œ«õ£‹. ï†¹ ¹¶ŠH‚èŠð†´ ðôñ¬ìAø¶.

	c. 	 We have heard of the proverb ‘Familiarity breeds contempt’. Do you think that the 
passage of time strengthens friendship? Share your reasons with your class.

		     The familiarity breeds contempt cannot be used with friendship. Friendship will never get 
satiated. On the other hand, friendship goes on getting strengthened. It is not like getting 
satiated, when one goes on eating sweets. The passage of time will never affect friendship.

		  ðK„êò‹ ÜõñFŠ¬ð õ÷˜‚Aø¶ â¡ø ðöªñ£N¬ò ï£‹ «èœMŠð†®¼‚A«ø£‹. è£ôŠ«ð£‚A™ 
ï†¬ð ðôŠð´ˆ¶Aø¶ â¡Á G¬ù‚Al˜è÷£? àƒèœ è£óíƒè¬÷ àƒèœ õ°Š«ð£´ 
ðA˜‰¶ ªè£œÀƒèœ.

				   ðK„êò‹ ÜõñFŠ¬ð õ÷˜‚Aø¶ â¡ð¬î ï†¹ì¡ ðò¡ð´ˆî º®ò£¶. ï†¹ å¼«ð£¶‹ 
F¼ŠF Ü¬ìò£¶. ñÁ¹ø‹ ï†¹ õ½ŠªðŸÁ‚ ªè£‡«ì «ð£°‹. å¼õ˜ ÜFèñ£è ÞQŠ¹èœ 
ê£ŠH†´ F¼ŠF Ü¬ìõ¶ «ð£ô, ï†¹ F¼ŠF Ü¬ìò£¶. è£ôŠ«ð£‚A™ ï†¹ å¼«ð£¶‹ 
ð£FŠð¬ìò£¶.
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After Twenty Years

Page - 27

Here is a story entitled After Twenty 
Years’ which is about two best friends 
who had to part ways. They return to 
keep an appointment they had made 
twenty years ago. Read to find out what 
happens when they meet again. 

The policeman on the beat moved 
up the avenue impressively. The 
impressiveness was habitual and not for 
show, for spectators were few. The time 
was barely 10 o’clock at night, but chilly 
gusts of wind with a taste of rain in them 
had well nigh depeopled the streets.

Trying doors as he went, twirling 
his club with many intricate and artful 
movements, turning now and then 
to cast his watchful eye adown the 
pacific thoroughfare, the officer, with 
his stalwart form and slight swagger, 
made a fine picture of a guardian of the 
peace. The vicinity was one that kept 
early hours. Now and then you might 
see the lights of a cigar store or of an all 
night lunch counter; but the majority of 
the doors belonged to business places 
that had long since been closed. 

Page - 28

When about midway of a certain 
block the policeman suddenly slowed 
his walk. In the doorway of a darkened 
hardware store a man leaned, with an 
unlighted cigar in his mouth. As the 
policeman walked up to him the man 
spoke up quickly. 

“It’s all right, officer,” he said, 
reassuringly. “I’m just waiting for a 
friend. It’s an appointment made twenty 
years ago. Sounds a little funny to you, 
doesn’t it? Well, I’ll explain if you’d 
like to make certain it’s all straight. 
About that long ago there used to be a 
restaurant where this store stands-Big 
Joe’ Brady’s restaurant.” 

Þ¼ð¶ õ¼ìƒèÀ‚°Š Hø°

ð‚è‹ & 27  

Þ¼ Cø‰î ï‡ð˜èœ ªõš«õÁ õNJ™ õ£›‚¬èJ™ 
ðòE‚A¡øù˜. Üõ˜èœ Þ¼ð¶ Ý‡´‚°Š º¡ 
e‡´‹ Þ«î «îFJ™ ê‰F‚è «õ‡´‹ â¡Á 
G¬ùˆî¬î G¬ø«õŸø F¼‹H õ‰îù˜. õ£Cˆ¶ 
ð£¼ƒèœ Üõ˜èœ e‡´‹ ê‰Fˆî«ð£¶ â¡ù ïì‰î¶ 
â¡Á.

Ü‰î «ð£hvè£ó˜ Ü‰î Üè¡ø ªî¼M™ î¡Â¬ìò 
ðEJ¡ GIˆî‹ õö‚èñ£ù ð£¬îJ™ I´‚è£è 
ïì‰¶ ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜. Ü‹I´‚° õö‚èñ£ù å¡Á. 
ñŸøõ˜ è£‡ðîŸè£è Ü™ô; ãªùQ™ ð£˜¬õò£÷˜èœ 
Üƒ° âõ¼I™¬ô. «ïó‹ ªõÁ‹ 10 ñE«ò ÝA-
J¼‰î¶. Ýù£™ ñ¬öJ¡ ÜP°P ªè£‡ì ðôñ£ù 
è£ŸÁ A†ìˆî†ì Ü‰îˆ ªî¼‚è¬÷ ñ‚èO¡P 
ªõP„«ê£ì„ ªêŒF¼‰î¶.

èî¾è¬÷ «ê£Fˆ¶‚ ªè£‡«ì îù¶ ôˆF¬ò ðô 
«è£íƒèO™ Þô£õèñ£è ºÁ‚A»‹ ²öŸP»‹ 
ªè£‡´ ÜšõŠªð£¿¶ îù¶ Ã˜‰¶ «ï£‚°‹ 
è‡è÷£™ Ü‰îŠ ðCH‚ ªð¼…ê£¬ô¬ò «ï£†ìI†´‚ 
ªè£‡´‹ îù¶ è‹dóñ£ù «î£Ÿøˆ¶ìÂ‹, 
ï‹H‚¬è»¬ìò ï¬ì»ì¡ ªê¡ø Ü‰î Ü½õô˜, 
Ü¬ñFJ¡ ð£¶è£õôK¡ æ˜ Ü¼¬ñò£ù «î£Ÿøˆ¬î 
à¼õ£‚AJ¼‰î£˜. ÜšMìˆ¬î„ ²ŸPJ¼‰î 
ð°Fè«÷£ ÜFè£¬ô‚° ºŸð†ì è£ôˆ¬îŠ«ð£™ 
è£†CòOˆî¶. ÜšõŠªð£¿¶ ²¼†´‚ è¬ì Ü™ô¶ 
Þó¾ º¿õ¶‹ Þòƒ°‹ àí¾ M´FJ¡ 
M÷‚°è¬÷«ò£ è£í º®‰î¶. Ýù£™ ªð¼‹ð£ô£ù 
èî¾èœ õ˜ˆîè GÁõùƒè¬÷„ ê£˜‰îî£è Þ¼‰îî£™ 
Ü¬ì‚èŠð†´ ªõ° «ïóñ£J¼‰î¶.

ð‚è‹ & 28

å¼ °PŠH†ì Ü´‚°ñ£®‚ è†®ìˆF¡ ð£Fˆ 
ªî£¬ô¬õ‚ èì‰î G¬ôJ™ Ü‰îŠ «ð£hvè£ó˜ 
îù¶ ï¬ìJ¡ «õèˆ¬î‚ °¬øˆî£˜. å¼ Þ¼‡ì 
Þ¼‹¹ ê£ñ£¡èœ MŸ°‹ è¬ìJ¡ õ£êL™, îù¶ 
õ£J™ ðŸø ¬õ‚è£î ²¼†´ì¡ å¼ ñQî¡ ê£Œ‰¶ 
G¡Á ªè£‡®¼‰î£¡. Ü‰îŠ «ð£hvè£ó˜ Üõ¬ù 
«ï£‚A ïì‰î ªð£¿¶ Üõ¡ M¬óõ£è àó‚èŠ 
«ðCù£¡.

“å¡Á‹ Hó„C¬ùJ™¬ô, äò£” â¡ø£¡ Üõ¡. 
“ï£¡ å¼ ï‡ðÂ‚è£èˆî£¡ è£ˆF¼‚A«ø¡. Þ¶ 
Þ¼ð¶ Ý‡´èÀ‚° º¡«ð º¡°Pˆî ãŸð£´. 
Þ¶ àƒèÀ‚° «èLˆîùñ£èˆ ªîK»‹. Þ™¬ôò£? 
ï™ô¶.” M¼‹Hù£™ MõK‚A«ø¡. ªõ° ï£†èÀ‚° 
º¡¹ Þ‰î‚ è¬ì Þ¼‚°‹ ÞìˆF™ å¼ àí¾ 
M´F Big Joe Brady àí¾ M´F Þ¼‰î¶.
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“Until five years ago,” said the policeman. 
“It was torn down then.” 

The man in the doorway struck a match 
and lit his cigar. The light showed a pale, 
square-jawed face with keen eyes, and a 
little white scar near his right eyebrow. His 
scarf pin was a large diamond, oddly set.

“Twenty years ago to-night,” said the 
man, “I dined here at Big Joe Brady’s with 
Jimmy Wells, my best chum, and the finest 
chap in the world. He and I were raised 
here in New York, just like two brothers, 
together. I was eighteen and Jimmy was 
twenty. The next morning I was to start for 
the West to make my fortune. You couldn’t 
have dragged Jimmy out of New York; 
he thought it was the only place on earth. 
Well, we agreed that night that we would 
meet here again exactly twenty years from 
that date and time, no matter what our 
conditions might be or from what distance 
we might have to come. We figured that in 
twenty years each of us ought to have our 
destiny worked out and our fortunes made, 
whatever they were going to be.” 

“It sounds pretty interesting,” said the 
policeman. “Rather a long time between 
meets, though, it seems to me. Haven’t you 
heard from your friend since you left?” 

“Well, yes, for a time we corresponded,” 
said the other. “But after a year or two 
we lost track of each other. You see, the 
West is a pretty big proposition, and I 
kept hustling around over it pretty lively. 
But I know Jimmy will meet me here if 
he’s alive, for he always was the truest, 
staunchest old chap in the world. He’ll 
never forget. I came a thousand miles to 
stand in this door tonight, and it’s worth it 
if my old partner turns up.” 

The waiting man pulled out a handsome 
watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds. 

“Three minutes to ten,” he announced. 
“It was exactly ten o’clock when we parted 
here at the restaurant door.” 

ä‰¶ õ¼ìƒèÀ‚° º¡¹ Ü¶ Þ®‚èŠð†ì¶ 
â¡ø£˜ Ü‰î «ð£hvè£ó˜.

õ£JŸð®J™ Þ¼‰î ñQî¡ ªõ‡°öL™ 
ªï¼Š¹ ðŸø ¬õˆî£¡. Ü‰î åOJ™ ÜõÂ¬ìò 
ªõOPò ê¶óñ£ù ºè‹ ÃKò è‡èÀì¡ CPò 
ªõœ¬÷ î¿‹¹ õô¶ ¹¼õˆF™ ªîK‰î¶. 
ÜõÂ¬ìò è¿ˆF™ ÜE‰F¼‰î  ¶EJ™ 
ªðKò ¬õó‹ Üöè£è ðF‚èŠð†®¼‰î¶.

Þ¼ð¶ Ý‡´èÀ‚° º¡ù£™ Þ‰î ÞìˆF™ 
Þ¼‰î ªðKò «ü£ Hó£‰F è¬ìJ™ T‹I ªõ™v 
àì¡ ê£ŠH†«ì¡ âù¶ ªï¼ƒAò ï‡ð¡, Þ‰î 
àôA™ Cø‰î ï†¹ Þ‰î GÎò£˜‚A™ ï£Â‹ 
ÜõÂ‹ Þó‡´ ê«è£îó˜èœ «ð£™ Þ¼‰«î£‹. 
âù‚° ðFªù†´ õò¶ T‹I‚° Þ¼ð¶. «ñŸA™ 
ªê¡«ø¡ âù¶ õ¼ƒè£ôˆ¬î Ü´ˆî ï£œ ï£¡ 
Ýó‹H‚è. àƒè÷£™ T‹I¬ò GÎò£˜‚AL¼‰¶ 
HK‚è º®ò£¶. ÜõÂ‚° Þ¶ å¡«ø Þì‹ Þ‰î 
àôA™. ï¡Á ï£ƒèœ Ü¡Á ÞóM™ åˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡«ì£‹. Þ«î ÞóM™ âƒèœ G¬ô â¶õ£è 
Þ¼‰î£½‹ âšõ÷¾ ªî£¬ôML¼‰î£½‹ õ¼õ¶ 
â¡Á ï£ƒèœ 20 õ¼ì‹ HK‚èŠð†«ì£‹. MFò£™ 
â¡ù ïì‰î£½‹ âƒèœ ºòŸC ïìŠð¬î 
b˜ñ£Q‚°‹.

è£õô˜ «è†è ²õ£óvòñ£è ó‹Iòñ£è 
Þ¼‚Aø¶ â¡ø£˜. ê‰Fˆ¶ cƒèœ c‡ì 
ï£†è÷£Aø¶ àƒèÀ‚A¬ìJ™ â¡Á 
«î£¡ÁAø¶. cƒèœ ªê¡øH¡ ï‡ð¬ù ðŸP 
«è†èM™¬ôò£?

ï¡Á, Ý‹, ï£ƒèœ ªî£ì˜¹ ªè£‡«ì£‹. 
Ü´ˆîõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡. å¡Pó‡´ õ¼ìƒèÀ‚° 
H¡ âƒèœ ªî£ì˜¹ è£í£ñ™ «ð£ŒM†ì¶. 
àƒèÀ‚° ªîK»ñ£ «ñŸ° å¼ ó‹Iòñ£ù ªðKò 
è†ì¬ñŠ¹. ï£¡ Üƒ° îœ÷Šð†´ Ü¬î ²ŸP 
óCˆF¼‚A«ø¡. Üî¡ Ü¿¬è «ïK¬ìò£è 
âù‚° ªîK»‹. Üõ¡ àJ«ó£®¼‰î£™ â¡¬ù 
Þƒ° ê‰FŠð£¡. Üõ¡ âŠ«ð£¶‹ â¡Â¬ìò 
à‡¬ñò£ù W›Šð®î½œ÷ ð¬öò ï‡ð¡ Üõ¡ 
â¡¬ù ñø‚è ñ£†ì£¡. ï£¡ ÝJó‹ ¬ñ™èœ 
èì‰¶ Üõ¬ù ê‰F‚è Þ‰î ÞóM™ Þ‰î õ£êL™ 
GŸA«ø¡. âù¶ ð¬öò ðƒè£O õ‰î£™ Þ¶ 
àð«ò£èñ£è Þ¼‚°‹.

è£ˆF¼Šðõ¡ îù¶ ÜöAò ¬è‚è®è£óˆ¬î 
ªõO«ò Þ¿ˆî£¡. Üî¡ Í® Iè„ CPò 
¬õóƒè÷£™ ðF‚èŠð†®¼‰îù.

Üõ¡ ÜPMˆî£¡. ðˆî£è Í¡Á GIìƒèœ 
Þ¼‚Aø¶. ï£ƒèœ HK»‹ «ð£¶ êKò£è ðˆ¶ 
ñE. 
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“Did pretty well out West, didn’t you?” 
asked the policeman.

“You bet! I hope Jimmy has done 
half as well. He was a kind of plodder, 
though, good fellow as he was. I’ve had 
to compete with some of the sharpest 
wits going to get my pile. A man gets in a 
groove in New York. It takes the West to 
put a razor-edge on him.”

Page - 29

The policeman twirled his club and 
took a step or two.  

“I’ll be on my way. Hope your friend 
comes around all right. Going to call 
time on him sharp?”

“I should say not!” said the other. “I’ll 
give him half an hour at least. If Jimmy is 
alive on earth he’ll be here by that time. 
So long, officer.” 

“Good-night, sir,” said the policeman, 
passing on along his beat, trying doors 
as he went.

There was now a fine, cold drizzle 
falling, and the wind had risen from its 
uncertain puffis into a steady blow. The 
few foot passengers astir in that quarter 
hurried dismally and silently along with 
coat collars turned high and pocketed 
hands. And in the door of the hardware 
store the man who had come a thousand 
miles to fill an appointment uncertain 
almost to absurdity, with the friend of his 
youth, smoked his cigar and waited. 

About twenty minutes he waited, and 
then a tall man in a long overcoat, with 
collar turned up to his ears, hurried across 
from the opposite side of the street. He 
went directly to the waiting man. 

“Is that you, Bob?” he asked, doubtfully. 

«ñŸ° Iè ó‹Iòñ£ùî£? â¡Á è£õô˜ «è†ì£˜.

cƒèœ ð‰îò‹ è†´ƒèœ ï£¡ ï‹¹A«ø¡ 
T‹I»‹, ï¡ø£è Þ¼Šð£¡. Üõ¡ å¼ «ï˜¬ñò£ù 
è´‹ à¬öŠð£O ÜPõ£Oò£ùõ˜èœ âù¶ ªðKò 
Ã†ìñ£ù è†®ìƒèœ Gó‹Hò GÎò£˜‚A™ F¼‹ð 
F¼‹ð Ü«î «ê£‹«ðPˆîùñ£ù «õ¬ô. «ñŸ° 
Üõ¡«ñ™ Iè¾‹ Þ‚è†ì£ù G¬ô¬ò 
ªè£´ˆF¼‚°‹.

ð‚è‹ & 28

è£õô£O «èO‚¬è M´FJL¼‰¶ î¡Â¬ìò 
ôˆF¬ò ²öŸP‚ªè£‡´ å¡Á Ü™ô¶ Þó‡´ 
Ü® F¼‹Hù£˜.

“ï£¡ âù¶ õNJ™ ªê™A«ø¡. à¡Â¬ìò 
ï‡ð¡ ï™ô G¬ôJ™ Ü«ïèñ£è «õªø£¼ c‡ì 
ð£¬îJ™ õ¼Aø£˜ âù ï‹¹A«ø¡. Üõ˜ êKò£ù 
«ïóˆFŸ° õó «õ‡´‹ âù âF˜ð£˜‚èŠ 
«ð£Al˜è÷£?” 

ï£¡ G„êò‹ Þ™¬ô â¡Áî£¡ Ãø «õ‡´‹ 
â¡ø£¡ Üõ¡. ï£¡ ÜõÂ‚°‚ °¬ø‰îð†ê‹ 
Ü¬óñE «ïó‹ ªè£´Š«ð¡. T‹I ÞŠÌIJ™ 
àJ«ó£®¼‰î£™ Üõ¡ ÞƒA¼Šð£¡.

ï™ô Þó¾, äò£ â¡ø£˜ ÜŠ«ð£hvè£ó˜. èî¾è¬÷ 
«ê£Fˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´ î¡Â¬ìò ðE‚è£è 
Üšõö‚èñ£ù ð£¬îJ™ ªê¡Á ªè£‡«ì ÃPù£˜.

îŸ«ð£¶ °O˜‰î ñ¬ö Éø™ ªð£N‰î¶ è£ŸÁ‹ 
ÜFèñ£è Gó‰îóI™ô£î¶ì¡ Gó‰îóñ£è iCò¶. 
Cô˜ è£™ï¬ìò£è ªê™ðõ˜èœ Ý„êKòñ£è 
²Á²ÁŠ¹‹ ê‰«î£ûº‹ Þ™ô£ñ™ Ü¬ñFò£è 
«ñôƒA ð†¬ì¬ò àò˜ˆFM†´ ê†¬ìŠ¬ðJ™ 
¬è¬ò M†´ ªè£‡´ ªê¡øù˜. õ¡ªð£¼œ 
MŸ°‹ è¬ìJ™ õ£JL™ ÝJó‹ ¬ñ™èœ èì‰¶ 
õ‰î ñQî¡ îù¶ ê‰FŠH¬ù G¬ø«õŸø 
º†ì£œîùñ£è Gó‰îóI™ô£î Þ÷¬ñè£ô 
ï‡ðQ¡ õ¼¬è‚è£è ªõ‡°ö™ áF‚ªè£‡´ 
è£ˆF¼‰î£¡.

Þ¼ð¶ GIì è£ˆF¼ŠH™ àò˜‰î ñQî¡ å¼õ¡ 
c‡ì «ñôƒA»ì¡ è¿ˆ¶ ð†¬ì¬ò «ñ«ô è£¶ 
õ¬ó àò˜ˆFM†´ «õèñ£è âF˜ð‚èˆ 
ªî¼ML¼‰¶ î£‡® õ‰î£¡. Üõ¡ «ïó£è 
è£ˆF¼‰î ñQî¡ Ü¼A™ ªê¡ø£¡.

c î£«ù ð£Š-? ê‰«îèñ£è «è†ì£¡.
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“Is that you, Jimmy Wells?” cried the 
man in the door.

“Bless my heart!” exclaimed the new 
arrival, grasping both the other’s hands 
with his own. “It’s Bob, sure as fate. I was 
certain I’d find you here if you were still in 
existence. Well, well, well!. Twenty years 
is a long time. The old restaurant’s gone, 
Bob; I wish it had lasted, so we could have 
had another dinner there. How has the 
West treated you, old man?” 

“Bully; it has given me everything I 
asked it for. You’ve changed lots, Jimmy. I 
never . thought you were so tall by two or 
three inches.” 

“Oh, I grew a bit after I was twenty.” 

“Doing well in New York, Jimmy?” 

“Moderately. I have a position in one of 
the city departments. Come on, Bob; we’ll 
go around to a place I know of, and have a 
good long talk about old times.” 

The two men started up the street, arm in 
arm. The man from the West, his egotism 
enlarged by success, was beginning to 
outline the history of his career. The other, 
submerged in his overcoat, listened with 
interest.

Page - 30

At the corner stood a drug store, 
brilliant with electric lights. When they 
came into the glare each of them turned  
simultaneously to gaze upon the other’s 
face. The man from the West stopped 
suddenly and released his arm. 

“You’re not Jimmy Wells,” he snapped. 
“Twenty years is a long time, but not long 
enough to change a man’s nose from a 
Roman to a pug.” 

“It sometimes changes a good man into a 
bad one”, said the tall man. “You’ve been 
under arrest for ten minutes, ‘Silky’ Bob. 
Chicago thinks you may have dropped 
over our way and wires us she wants to 

èîõ¼A™ G¡øõ¡, c î£«ù T‹I ªõ™v 
â¡ø£¡ êˆîñ£è.

Þîò‹ ÝC˜õF‚èŠð†´‹ ê‰«î£ûˆF™ 
ªê£¡ù£˜ ¹Fòõ˜. Þ¼õ¼‹ ¬èè¬÷ ðŸP‚ 
ªè£‡ìù˜. Þ¶ ð£Š. Þ¶î£¡ î¬ôMF ï£¡ 
à¡¬ù Þƒ° ê‰Fˆ«î¡. cî£¡ è£í£ñ™ 
«ð£ŒM†ì£Œ. ï¡Á! ï¡Á, ï¡Á, Þ¼ð¶ õ¼ìƒèœ 
c‡ì è£ô‹. ð¬öò àí¾ M´F «ð£ŒM†ì¶ ð£Š. 
Ü¶ «ð£Œ Þ¼‚è£M†ì£™ Þ¡Á‹ ï£‹ ñŸªø£¼ 
Þó¾ àí¾ ê£ŠH†®¼‚èô£‹. âŠð® «ñŸ° à¡¬ù 
àðêKˆî¶ õòî£ùõ«ù?

Bully Ü¶ âù‚° ï£¡ «è†ì â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ 
ªè£´ˆî¶ c G¬øò ñ£PJ¼‚Aø£Œ T‹I. c ÞŠð® 
õ÷˜‰F¼Šð£Œ â¡Á G¬ù‚èM™¬ô. Þó‡´ 
Í¡Á Üƒ°ô‹ àòóñ£Œ Þ¼Šð£Œ â¡Á G¬ùˆ«î¡.

æ, ï£¡ Þ¼ð¶‚° ÜŠ¹ø‹ ªè£…êñ£ õ÷˜‰«î¡.

GÎò£˜‚A™ ï¡ø£è Þ¼‚Aø£ò£?

T‹I. ðóõ£J™¬ô. ï£¡ ð™ªð£¼œ Üƒè£®J™ 
«õ¬ô ð£˜‚A«ø¡. õ£ ð£Š ï£‹ Þ‰î Þìˆ¬î 
²ŸÁ«õ£‹. à¡¬ù ªîKò c‡ì «ïó‹ «ð²«õ£‹ 
ð¬öò è£ôˆ¬îŠ ðŸP.

Þ¼õ¼‹ ªî¼M™ ïì‰îù˜. Mó«ô£´ Mó™ 
«è£˜ˆ¶. «ñŸAL¼‰¶ õ‰îõ¡ î£¡ âŠð® ªõŸP 
ªðŸÁ õ£›A«ø¡ â¡Á ²ò î‹ð†ì‹ Ü®ˆî£¡. 
Ü´ˆîõ¡ î¡¬ù «ñôƒAJ™ ¹¬îˆ¶ ªè£‡´ 
²õ£óvòñ£è «è†ì£¡.

ð‚è‹ & 30

Ü‰î Í¬ôJ™ ñ¼‰¶ è¬ìJ™ Hóè£êñ£è I¡ 
M÷‚° âK‰î¶. Þ¼õ¼‹ F¼‹H M÷‚ªè£OJ™ 
å¼õ˜ ºèˆ¬î å¼õ˜ ð£˜ˆîù˜. «ñŸAL¼‰¶ 
õ‰îõ¡ àì«ù ¬è¬ò M´Mˆ¶ ªè£‡ì£¡.

c T‹I ªõ™v Þ™¬ô â¡Á à¬ìˆî£¡. Þ¼ð¶ 
õ¼ì‹ c‡ì è£ô‹. Ýù£™ å¼õ¼¬ìò Í‚° 
ñ†´‹ è£ô‹ ªê¡ø£½‹ ï£Œ ñ£FK ñ£ø£¶.

àò˜‰îõ¡ ªê£¡ù£˜ ï™ôõ¬ó ªè†ìõó£è è£ô‹ 
ñ£ŸÁ‹. c ðˆ¶ GIìƒè÷£è C¬øŠH®‚èŠð†®¼‚Aø£Œ 
ªü£L‚°‹ ð£Š. C‚è£‚«è£ G¬ù‚Aø¶ c âƒèœ 
õ¬ôJ™ M¿‰¶M†ì£Œ. Üõ˜èœ âƒèÀ‚° î‰F 
Íô‹ îèõ™èœ ªè£´ˆ¶œ÷£˜èœ. à¡Âì¡ «ðê 
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have a chat with you. Going quietly, are 
you? That’s sensible. Now, before we go 
on to the station here’s a note I was asked 
to hand you. You may read it here at the 
window. It’s from Patrolman Wells.” 

The man from the West unfolded the 
little piece of paper handed to him. His 
hand was steady when he began to read, 
but it trembled a little by the time he had 
finished. The note was rather short.

“Bob, I was at the appointed place on 
time. When you struck the match to light 
your cigar I saw it was the face of the man 
wanted in Chicago. Somehow I couldn’t 
do it myself, so I went around and got a 
plain clothes man to do the job. 

- JIMMY. 

GLOSSARY: 	

Words Meanings îIö£‚è‹

avenue a wide street ªðKò ê£¬ô

habitual regular õö‚èñ£ù

nigh almost Ü«ïèñ£è

twirling twisting and spinning around ºÁ‚A M´î™

intricate complicated C‚èô£ù

stalwart physically strong ðôºœ÷

swagger a confident walk ï‹H‚¬è»ì¡ ïì‰¶ ªê™

vicinity the surrounding area (neighbourhood) ï‹H‚¬èÎ†´‹

reassuringly making someone feel less doubtful Ü‚è‹ ð‚è‹

proposition theory or system å¿ƒ° º¬ø

plodder one who toils slowly but steadily CóñŠð†´ ªêŒ»‹ «õ¬ô «îèà¬öŠ¹

wits intelligent people ê£ñ˜ˆFòê£Lèœ

groove a dull routine that does not change Ü¡ø£ì «õ¬ô

razor-edge a critical situation Þ‚è†ì£ù Å›G¬ô

dismally without happiness and cheer «ê£èñ£ù

absurdity quality of being silly and foolish Üðˆî‹

egotism a feeling of self-importance îŸ¹è›„C

outline describe °PŠ¹

wires sends a telegraphic message î‰F„ªêŒF

«õ‡´ñ£‹. Ü¬ñFò£è ªê™ Ü¶î£¡ ÜPõ£O‚° 
àè‰î¶. ÞŠ«ð£¶ è£õ™ G¬ôòˆFŸ° ªê™½º¡ 
à¡Qì‹ ªè£´‚è„ ªê£™L å¼ è®î‹ 
ªè£´ˆ¶œ÷ù˜. Þ¬î Ü‰î ê¡ù™ ð°F‚° ªê¡Á 
õ£C. Þ¶ «ó£‰¶è£õô¡ ªõ™v&Ý™ ÜÂŠðŠð†ì¶.

«ñŸAL¼‰¶ õ‰îõ¡ Ü‰î è£Aî ¶‡¬ì 
HKˆî£¡ ð®‚è Ýó‹H‚°‹ «ð£¶ ¬è ï¡ø£è 
Þ¼‰î¶. ð®ˆ¶ º®‰î¾ì¡ ¬è ï´ƒAò¶. Ü‰î 
°PŠ¹ CPòî£è Þ¼‰î¶.

ð£Š ï£¡ °Pˆî ÞìˆFŸ° °Pˆî «ïóˆF™ 
õ‰«î¡. c à¡ ªõ‡°ö¬ô ðŸø¬õˆî åOJ™ 
à¡ ºèˆ¬îŠ ð£˜ˆ«î¡. Ü¶ C‚è£‚«è£õ£™ 
«îìŠð´‹ ºè‹ â¡ù£™ à¡¬ù C¬øH®‚è 
º®ò£¶ âù«õ à¡¬ù H®‚è ï£¡ ªê¡Á 
«õªø£¼ ñQî¬ù ÜÂŠH«ù¡. 
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

Textual Questions
 

	1.	 Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your 
understanding of the story.    Page - 31

	a)	D escribe the appearance of the policeman on the beat.
		  The policeman on the beat moved in the street impressively.  He was twisting his club with some 

complicated movement.  He was physically a strong man.
	b)	 What did he keep doing while on his rounds?
	 	 He was looking at the doors of the shops and turning now and then to watch the traffic carefully.
	c)	 Why were the streets devoid of people?
	 	 The streets were devoid of people because that it was night and the time was around 10 pm.
	d)	 What story did the man standing near the hardware store tell the passing cop?
		  The man standing near the hardware store told the passing cop that he was waiting for his friend 

Jimmy Wells. Both of them had made a promise to meet there twenty years back.
	e)	 What used to be there in the place of that shop twenty years ago?
	 	 A restaurant named Big Joe’ Brady’s used to be there in the place of the shop twenty years ago. 
	f)	D escribe the man awaiting the arrival of his friend.
		  The man awaiting the arrival of his friend had a pale squire-jawed face.  He had keen eyes and a 

little white scar near his right eyebrow.  His scarf pin was a large diamond.
	g)	 Why did the friends part ways?
	 	 The friends parted ways to find their livelihood in their own way. One went the West and the other 

stayed in New York.
	h)	 When and how did Bob realise that the tall man was not his friend?
		  When they came to a bright electric lamp Bob looked at the other man. The other man’s nose was 

different from his friend’s nose.  So he realised that the tall man was not his friend. 
	 i)	 Who was the tall man? 
		  The tall man was a policeman in plainclothes who was sent by Wells the patrolman. 
	j)	 What did he give Bob?
		  He gave a letter from Wells to Bob.
 impressively - Üöè£è; twisting - F¼è™; scar - õ´; complicated - C‚èô£ù; patrolman - «ó£‰¶ è£õô˜.

	2.	 State whether the following statements are true or false.  Page - 32
	a)	 The cop suddenly slowed his walk, when he heard the barking of dogs.	 Ans: true 
	b)	 The friends grew up together in the city of New York,	 Ans: true 
	c)	 Both Jimmy and Bob were of the same age.  	 Ans: false 
	d)	 The friends parted one night after watching a movie together. 	 Ans: false
	e)	 The friends could not keep in touch because they lost each other’s phone numbers.	A ns: false 
	f)	 Bob wanted to stay for half an hour more than the appointed time.	 Ans: true
	g)	 Jimmy grew a little taller after he was twenty.	 Ans: false
	h)	 Bob realised that the tall man was not Jimmy Wells from the shape of his nose.	 Ans: true 
	3.	 What does each of the following mean in the story?  Choose the right option.Page - 32
	a)	 on the beat:
	 i)	moving around hitting every one with a stick
	 ii)	on duty walking around the assigned area
	 iii)	marching with his heart beating fast		    Ans: ii) on duty walking around the assigned area
	b)	 a guardian of peace:
	 i)	a watchman
	 ii)	a holy man
	 iii)	a policeman							      Ans: iii) a policeman
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	 c)	 arm in arm:
	 i)	with arms linked together
	 ii)	with weapons in hands
	 iii)	with handcuffs on wrists					  Ans: i) with arms linked together
	d)	 plainclothes man:
	 i)	a man who wears simple clothes for grand occasions
	 ii)	a policeman in civilian clothes while on duty
		  iii)	a cine artist in ordinary costumes    Ans: ii) a policeman in civilian clothes while on duty
	4.	 Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. Page - 32
	a)	 What did Bob share with the cop about their friendship?
	 	 Bob said that he and his Jimmy lived together in New York.  They were good friends. Twenty 

years back they had dined in Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant. They decided to find their own ways for 
the livelihood. After the dinner they had taken a promise that they would meet in the place at the 
same time after twenty years. Bob went to West and Jimmy stayed in New York

	b)	 What are the strengths and weaknesses of Jimmy Wells from Bob’s point of view?
	 	 Jimmy would not go out of New York.  He could not earn as much as Bob. Jimmy was slow in 

his dealings but a good fellow.  He would surely keep his promising of meeting him the particular 
place though he had taken the promise twenty years back. 

	c)	 Was Bob hopeful of his friend’s arrival? How do you know?
		  Bob was hopeful that his friend would come to meet him.  He told the policeman that his friend 

would never forget his promise. He was ready to wait for half an hour more than the appointed time.
	d)	 How did the cop come to understand that Bob had been successful in the West?
		  Bob had an expensive large diamond scarf pin which an ordinary man could not wear.  When Bob 

took out his watch to see the time the cop noticed that it was a handsome watch with the attachment 
of small diamonds.  Thus he came to understand that Bob had been successful in the West.

	e)	 Bob’s life in the West was not a bed of roses.  Give reasons.
		  Bob said that the life in West was not that easy. West had put him into many critical situation. He 

had to compete with many people to earn his livelihood.
	f)	 Why didn’t Jimmy Wells, being a cop himself, arrest Bob?
	 	 Jimmy Wells gave a letter to Bob through the plainclothes man.  He wrote that when he saw Bob’s 

face he understood he was the wanted criminal in Chicago. But he himself could not arrest him 
because he was once his best friend. 

	g)	 Who do you think has been more successful between the two? Give reasons.
	 	 Jimmy Wells has been more successful than Bob.  He is now respectable police man though his 

earning may not be as big as what Bob has.  Bob has become a criminal and has earned huge 
money.  But he could not lead a peaceful life.

 dined - àíõ¼‰Fù˜; expensive - M¬ô»ò˜‰î;  respectable - ªè÷óõñ£ù; livelihood - õ£›õ£î£ó‹; ordinary 
- ê£î£óí; situation - G¬ô¬ñ; attachment - Þ¬íŠ¹; peaceful - Ü¬ñFò£ù.  

Textual paragraphs  
	5.	 Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each. Page - 32
	a)	 Compare and contrast the character of Jimmy Wells and Bob with suitable references from 

the story to support your view. 
Title	 :	 “After Twenty years”
Author	 :	 O. Henry
Theme	 :	 means should justify the end
Character	 :	 Jimmy Wells, Bob, Plainclothes man  
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O. Henry in his short story ‘After Twenty Years’ describes the friendship of two men, Jimmy Wells 
and Bob.  They lived in New York. When Bob was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty they decided to 
go their own way to find their livelihood.  When they parted they decided to meet each other after 
twenty years.  On that day they dined in Big Joe’s Brady’s restaurant and said they would meet in the 
same place at the same time.  Bob went to the West and Wells stayed in New York. So far they did 
not have much difference in their characters. But West has changed Bob a lot.  He became a criminal 
and earned a lot. Wells became a respectable policeman. As they planned Bob came to the place at 
the scheduled time. Wells was also in the same place as the patrolman. Wells identified Bob as the 
wanted criminal from Chicago but Bob could not identify Wells.  In the twenty years Bob became 
very rich with the ill-gotten money. Wells was not that rich in money but he was rich in character.  
He respected his friendship with Bob so he did not arrest him.  He sent another plainclothes man to 
arrest him.

 decided - º®ªõ´‚èŠð†ì; restaurant - àíõè‹; stayed - îƒAJ¼‰î£˜; planned - F†ìIìŠð†ì; identified - 
Ü¬ìò£÷‹ è£íŠð†ì; scheduled - F†ìIìŠð†ì¶; ill-gotten - îõø£ù õNJ™ ê‹ð£Fˆî. 

	b)	 ‘Means should justify the end’ Explain the adage with reference to O. Henry’s story.

Title	 :	 “After Twenty years”
Author	 :	 O. Henry
Theme	 :	 means should justify the end
Character	 :	 Jimmy Wells, Bob, Plainclothes man

 ‘Means should justify the end’ means the steps we take to reach the end should be right socially.  
The steps should justify the end when we reach it. The end may be to become rich but the steps we take 
to reach our end should justify the end. If we become rich by foul means, the means will not justify 
the end. O. Henry, in his short story ‘After Twenty Years’ brings two characters – Jimmy Wells and 
Bob. Both were good friends.  They parted to search for their livelihood. Wells became a respectable 
policeman but he was not very rich.  Bob became very rich but only with ill-gotten money.  He was a 
criminal and wanted by the police. His end might be great but his means would never justify the end.  
At the end of the story the money he had earned through his criminal activities did not help him. Wells 
end is not very great but his means as a professional policeman justify his end.

 justify - Gò£òŠð´ˆ¶; respectable - ñKò£¬î‚°Kò;  criminal - °Ÿøõ£O; ill-gotten - îõø£ù õNJ™ ê‹ð£Fˆî; 
wanted - M¼‹Hò; earned - ê‹ð£Fˆî¶; activities - ï®õ®‚¬èèœ; professional - ªî£N™º¬ø. 

	c)	 ‘Tell me who your friends are and I shall tell you who you are’.  How will you explain this 
statement in the light of Jimmy’s and Bob’s friendship?

Title	 :	 “After Twenty years”
Author	 :	 O. Henry
Theme	 :	 Means  should justify the end
Character	 :	 Jimmy Wells, Bob, Plainclothes man

 O. Henry in his short story ‘After Twenty Years’ introduces two friends – Jimmy Wells and Bob. 
They were friends for many years. Both of them lived in New York.  When Bob was eighteen and 
Wells was twenty they parted to find their own means to earn money.  When they parted, they 
decided to meet after twenty years in the same place at the same time. Bob went to the West to find 
his ways but Wells stayed in New York.  After twenty years Bob came to the place and he was met 
by a patrolman.  The patrolman was none other than Wells.  He realised Bob but he understood that 
he was the criminal wanted in Chicago.  But he did not want to arrest his friend so he sent another 
policeman in plainclothes to arrest. In the beginning their friendship might prove the statement. But 
at the end it was totally different.

 introduces - ÜPºèŠð´ˆ¶Aø¶; earn money- ðí‹ ê‹ð£F‚è;  decided - º®ªõ´ˆî; find - è‡´H®; stayed- 
îƒAJ¼‰î£˜; realised - àíóŠð†ì¶; patrolman - «ó£‰¶‚è£ó˜; understood - ¹K‰¶ªè£œ÷Šð†ì¶.  
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52 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

	d)	 To your shock you find out that your close friend is indulging in some wrong activity.  Will 
you avoid him/her or try to correct him/her? Give reasons for your answer.

Title	 :	 “After Twenty years”
Author	 :	 O. Henry
Theme	 :	 Means should justify the end
Character	 :	 Jimmy Wells, Bob, Plainclothes man

If my friend is indulging in some wrong activity surely it will shock me.  I will not avoid him but I 
will try to correct him.  I can give many reasons for this. To err is human.  Most of the time people 
fall into some wrong activity because of some compelling situation.  We have to decide whether we 
should hate the man or the situation.  I will hate the sin rather than sinner. I have the hope that my 
friend will listen to me if tell him in the proper way.  Moreover my friend is a nice guy and he can 
change his way of life if he come to know the consequences of his action.

 indulging - ß´ð´õ¶; activity - ªêò™ð£´;  avoid - îM˜‚è; reasons - è£óíƒèœ; compelling - G˜ð‰F‚èŠð†ì; 
situation - G¬ô¬ñ; rather - ñ£ø£è; hope - ï‹H‚¬è; listen - «èÀƒèœ; consequences - M¬÷¾èœ.

	e)	 What would you do in this situation, if you were Jimmy Wells? Substantiate your reason.

Title	 :	 “After Twenty years”
Author	 :	 O. Henry
Theme	 :	 Means should justify the end
Character	 :	 Jimmy Wells, Bob, Plainclothes man

 If I were Jimmy Wells I must have done the same as Wells did. Bob had become a hard core criminal.  
If he had just started slipping from the right attitude there might have been some possibilities to help 
him put out of his criminal activities. But in the situation it is very difficult to change him. Moreover 
as a responsible patrolman I may not have any other choice.

 done - º®‰î¶; hard - è®ùñ£ù;  slipping - ï¿¾î™; attitude - Üµ°º¬ø; might - õL¬ñ; possibilities - 
õNèœ; situation - G¬ô¬ñ; difficult - è®ù‹; responsible - ªð£ÁŠ¹; patrolman - «ó£‰¶‚è£ó˜.        

centum students

SYNOPSIS

 		 The Patrolman meets Bob
 		Recognition
 		Friendship
 		Life in the west
	 	 Arrival of tallman
 		Sudden twist
 		Conclusion 

Introduction:
William Sydney Porter whose pen name is O. Henry. He is known as a Master of the American 

short story. This story tells us about two old friends who had made appointment twenty years ago 
to see each other again in New York city. They had lived very different ways of lives since the 
day they parted. What happened when they meet will surprise you. Jimmy  Wells and Bob are the 
pivotal characters. Both of them were raised in New York and grew up as two brothers. However 
when Jimmy was 20 years old and Bob was 18 they separated. Bob ventured to the west to make his 
fortune but Jimmy opted to stay in New York to do the same. For a couple of years the two friends 
communicated between themselves but subsequently they lost track of each other.
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53 E.W.B-XIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

The Patrolman meets Bob:
The story opens with a policeman on night patrol. It is nearly 10’O clock. All is quiet as he walk 
with his beat. Suddenly a tuff figure standing in a doorway catches his attention. The man who is 
waiting reassures the officer that he is not looking to cause any trouble. He adds that he is waiting for 
his friend with he had made an appointment twenty years ago to meet at that spot. Bob and Jimmy 
were friends. Bob left to try his luck in the west.

Recognition:
The man who is waiting lights a cigar, in the brief flash of illumination, the officer notes that the 

person before him with a little white scar near his right eyebrow.
Friendship:
Bob tells the law man about his friend Jimmy wells. He had been more like a brother to him when 
they were younger. Bob assures the policeman that he will keep their appointment at 10’O clock.
Jimmy wells was always the truest chap in the world.

Life in the west:
Bob wanted to live a wealthy life. So he left for west to make easy money. He looked respectable 

with his diamond scarf and an expensive watch. He became a criminal. It takes the west to put  a 
razor edge on him.

Arrival of tall man:
Another man arrives after twenty minutes. Bob believes him to be his friend Jimmy. Bob recognizes 

some unfamiliar characteristics in his friends name he since taller than he remembered. He accepts his 
friends reply that he had grown in twenty years until they come across a bright light of a drug store.

Sudden twist:
Bob suddenly realizes that the man who has come is not his friend with the shape of nose.It’s too 

late to escape arrest from the plainclothes man.
Conclusion:
Bob was handed over a note to read. In that note Jimmy wells explained that he was informed the 
officer who was with Bob at the site. When he saw the face of Bob he recognized he was the one 
who wanted in Chicago Jimmy was not able to arrest him so he sent another man in plainclothes.

slow learners

Title	 :	 “After Twenty years”
Author	 :	 O. Henry
Theme	 :	 Means should justify the end
Character	 :	 Jimmy Wells, Bob, Plainclothes man

	 i)	 “After Twenty Years” tells the story of two friends who made a pact to meet at a specific time and place. 
	ii)	 Bob, a noted criminal from Chicago, arrives on time and speaks to a policeman who happens to 

be walking by. 
iii)	 Later, it’s revealed that this policeman was Jimmy Wells, Bob’s friend. 
	iv)	 Bob and Jimmy were friends when they were younger. 
	v)	 Before Bob left to try his luck in the West, he and Jimmy made a pact to meet again exactly 

twenty years later. 
	vi)	 At the appointed time, Bob waits outside a hardware store. 
vii)	A policeman walks up and asks what he’s doing. 
viii)	Bob explains, boasting about how well he has done for himself. 
	ix)	 Later, a man claiming to be Bob’s friend arrives. 
	x)	 It turns out that this man in a plainclothes police officer sent to arrest Bob, a known criminal from 

Chicago. 
	xi)	 The original policeman, Jimmy Wells, didn’t have the heart to arrest Bob, because Bob was his friend.
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