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12th std - Edition 20
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students with exhaustive exercises a

answers for textual questions.
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Images and Pictures, Mind map for easy comprehension for students as wel

as teachers. Through this material

learn English effectively and they, definitely, prove their excellence in Board

Examination. 

 I sincerely thank the Author, Artist, DTP Operator for their valuable

contribution in bringing out this material successf

 We once again sincerely thank the teachers, parents and students for

supporting and valuing our efforts.
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Everything is possible if God's touch is these. - Sri Aurobindo.

Respected Correspondents, Headmaster / Headmistresses / Principals /

Dear Teachers of English, 

From the bottomk of our heart we sincerely thank you for the patronage

you have extended to us. 

We take pride of releasing PENGUIN English Guide and Work book for

Edition 2020 with word for word Translation. This guide has been

authored by a well qualified and experienced teacher who has teaching

experience for 2 decades in English. 
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to qualified teachers. This material will be an excellent learning companion to

students with exhaustive exercises and in text questions in addition to precise

answers for textual questions. 

The material has more salient featuers such as word by word Translation,

Images and Pictures, Mind map for easy comprehension for students as wel

as teachers. Through this material we are confident that our students will

learn English effectively and they, definitely, prove their excellence in Board

I sincerely thank the Author, Artist, DTP Operator for their valuable

contribution in bringing out this material successfully. 

We once again sincerely thank the teachers, parents and students for

supporting and valuing our efforts. 

With Best wishes. 

- All the best - 
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nd in text questions in addition to precise 

The material has more salient featuers such as word by word Translation, 
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Archibald joseph Cronin (1896-1981) was a scottish novelist, dramatist and 

physician. A doctor by training, Cronin was one of the most renowned 

century. . Many of his stories have emerged from his 

medical career and are noted for their narrative skill, deep social conscience and 

finely drawn characters. Cronin’s books were not only bestsellers. But some of 

(such as The Citadel and The keys of the kingdom ) were made into 

successful films and and were adapted for radio and television. His novella 

Country Doctor was adapted for a long running BBC radio and TV series. 
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“Two Gentlemen Of Verona” is the inspirational story of two brothers aged 12 and 13 - the younger one Jacopo’s 

nature is childish and lively while the elder one, Nicola’s nature is serious and mature. The author met them in the town 

of Verona. A.J.Cronin used the title “Two Gentlemen of Verona” in an ironic manner, as at a very young age they faced 

the following hardships of life, Their mother died early in their life. Their father - a well-known singer became a victim 

of the early war. Their village suffered due to German occupation. They got homeless as their home got destroyed, and 

suffered starvation and the cold winter. The family struggled for life, They lived in the shelter made of debris. After the 

war, they found her suffering from tuberculosis of spine. It was another shock to these poor kids. So they were the only 

family of their sister, they had to work and arrange money for her medical treatment. Despite facing many problems in 

their early life, the boys did not lose hope. The brothers’ positive approach and determination to get their sister cured had 

helped the staff treat her well. Despite having a scarcity of jobs in town, they managed to give their sister the best they 

could. On the contrary they lived a very poor life. To earn their living, they shined shoes, sold fruit, hawked newspapers, 

and even worked as tourist guides. Going through so much in life, they never tried to take anyone’s sympathy, instead 

they worked hard. These two young boys have every quality of being called gentlemen, their positivity and selflessness 

inspired the narrator. The narrator felt that such a humble youth gives our society hope for a better tomorrow. In such 

times of war, weapons and hatred, still, there is hope for humanity. 
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PROSE ENGLISH ghlk; jkpo; 

Here is a story about love, devotion, sacrifice, 

sincerity and maturity displayed by two little boys in 

their actions to save the life of their sister who 

suffers from tuberculosis of the spine. Read the story 

to find out how their actions give a new hope for 

humanity. 

,e;jf; fij> md;G> gf;jp> jpahfk;> Neh;ik kw;Wk; 

Kjph;r;rp Mfpa nray;fs; mth;fs; rNfhjup thof;ifia 

vg;gb fhg;ghw;wpaJ vd;gJ gw;wpa fij. rNfhjup 

KJnfYk;G fhrNehahy; ghjpf;fg;gl;bUe;jhh;. 

,f;fijia thrpj;J ,r;rpWth;fspd; nray;fs; vt;thW 

khDlj;jpw;F ek;gpf;ifia Cl;LfpwJ vd;W 

fz;lwpAq;fs;. 

As we drove through the foothills of the Alps two 

small boys stopped us on the outskirts of Verona. 

They were selling wild strawberries. “Don’t buy,” 

warned Luigi, our cautions driver. “You will get 

fruit much better in Verona. Besides, these boys….” 

My;g;]; kiyapd; mbthuj;jpy; topahf kfpoe;J 

thfdj;jpy; nry;Yk; NghJ ,uz;L rpWth;fs; 

ntNuhdhtpd; Gwefhpy; epWj;jpdhh;fs;mth;fs; fhl;L 

(nrq;nfhbKe;jphp) ];lhnghp tpw;Wf;nfhz;be;jhh;fs;. 

mtw;iw thq;fhjPh;fs; vd;W Yhfp vd;w vq;fs; 

vr;rhpf;ifahd Xl;Leh; vr;rhpj;jhh;. ePq;fs; 

ntNuhdhtpy; ,ijtpl ey;y goq;fis ngwyhk; mJTk; 

jtpu ,e;j rpWth;fs;……. 

He shrugged his shoulders to convey his disapproval 

of their shabby appearance. 

Xl;Leh; jdJ Njhs;gl;ilia cah;j;jp rpWth;fspd;  

mtyl;rdkhd Njhw;wj;jpd; kWg;ig njhptpj;jhh;. 

One boy had on a worn jersey and cut-off khaki 

pants; the other a shortened army tunic gathered in 

loose folds about his skinny frame. Yet, gazing at 

the two little figures, with their brown skins, tangled 

hair and dark earnest eyes, we felt ourselves 

strangely attracted. My companion spoke to the 

boys, discovered that they were brothers. Nicola, the 

elder, was 13; Jacopo, who barely came up to the 

door handle of the car, was nearly 12. We bought 

their biggest basket, and then set off toward town. 

xU rpWtd; Ml;Lf;fk;gsp gpd;dyhilia 

mzpe;jpUe;jhd;. kQ;rs; fye;j kuf;fyhpy; fpope;j 

fhy;rl;il mzpe;jpUe;jhd;. kw;nwhUtd; ifapy;yhj 

,uhZt tPuh;fspd; cilia rpwpjhf;fp kbj;Jj; ijj;J 

xy;ypahd jdJ cliy rl;lj;jpw;Fs; kiwj;jpUe;jhd;. 

,Ue;jhYk; me;j ,U rpwpa cUtq;fs; ghh;ggjw;F 

khepwj; NjhYlYk; rpf;fyhd KbAlDk;> fUikahd 

Neh;ikahd fz;fSlDk; vq;fis tpNehjkhf <h;g;gij 

czh;e;Njhk;. vq;fSld; te;jth; rpWth;fsplk; Ngrpdhh;. 

mth;fs; ,UtUk; rNfhjuh;fs; vd;gijf; fz;lwpe;jhh;. 

%j;jtd; epf;NfhyhTf;F gjpd;%d;W taJ N[f;fg; 

gd;dpnuz;L tajpUf;Fk;. fhh; fjtpd; ifg;gpb mUfpy; 

te;jhd;. mth;fsplkpUe;J kpfg;nghpa cilia ngw;Wf; 

nfhz;L mq;fpUe;J efuj;jpw;Ff; fpsk;gpNdhk;. 

Next morning, coming out of our hotel, we saw our 

friends bent over shoe shine boxes beside the 

fountain in the public square, doing a brisk business.  

mLj;jehs; fhiyapy;> tpLjpmiwapypUe;J ntspapy;  

tUk;NghJ vdJ ez;gh;fs; ghh;j;jhh;fs; 

nghJr;rJf;fj;jpy; eP&w;wpd; mUfpy; fhyzpfSf;Fg; 

G+r;R NghLk; njhopypy; Kk;Kukhf ,Ue;jhh;fs;. 

We watched for a few moments; then as trade 

slackened we went over. They greeted us with 

friendly faces.  

ehq;fs; rpyepkplq;fs; ftdpj;Njhk; gpd;dh; tpahghuk;  

FiwaNt ehq;fs; mUfpy; nrd;Nwhk;. mth;fs; vq;fis 

el;Gzh;NthL tzq;fpdh;. 

“I thought you picked fruit for a living,” I said. ehd; epidj;Njd; ePq;fs; caph;tho goq;fis tpw;fPPwh;fs; 

vd;W! 

“We do many things, sir,” Nicola answered 

seriously. He glanced at us hopefully. “Often we 

show visitors through the town…to Juliet’s 

Iah> ehq;fs; epiwa njhopy; nra;fpNwhk; vd;whd; 

epf;Nfhyh jPtpukhf. mtd; vq;fis ek;gpf;ifNahL 

ghh;j;jhd;. ehq;fs; mbf;fb efuj;jpw;F tUgth;fSf;F 
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tomb…and other places of interest.” [Pypal; fy;yiw vd;Nwd; kw;Wk; Mh;tkhd gFjpfis 

Rw;wpf;fhl;LNthk; vd;whd;. 

“All right,” I smiled. “You take us along.” vy;yhk; rhp vd;W rphpj;Njd;. vq;fisAk; mioj;Jr;nry;. 

As we made the rounds, my interest was again 

provoked by their remarkable demeanour. They 

were childish enough, and in many ways quite 

artless. Jacopo was lively as a squirrel. Nicola’s 

smile was steady and engaging. Yet in both these 

boyish faces there was a seriousness which was far 

beyond their years. In the week which followed we 

saw them frequently, for they proved extremely 

useful to us. If we wanted a pack of American 

cigarettes, or seats for the opera or the name of good 

restaurant, Nicola and Jacopo could be relied upon 

to satisfy our needs. What struck one most was their 

willingness to work. During these summer days, 

under the hot sun, they shined shoes, sold fruit, 

hawked newspapers, conducted tourists round the 

town, and ran errands. 

ehq;fs; Rw;wpNdhk;; kWgbAk; vdJ Mh;tk; 

fpsh;e;njOe;jJ mth;fspd; Fwpg;gpLk;gbahd 

Njhw;wj;jhYk;> elj;ijahYk; mth;fs; rpWth;fshf 

,Ue;j NghjpYk; epiwa topfspy; 

vspikahdth;fshfTk; ,Ue;jdh;. N[f;fg; mzpiyg; 

Nghy; capNuhl;lkhf ,Ue;jhd;. epf;Nfhy]; Gd;dif 

epiyahfTk;> <Lghl;LlDk; ,Ue;jJ. ,Ue;j NghjpYk; 

,uz;L rpWth; Kfj;jpYk; tajpw;F mg;ghw;gl;l xU 

Nrhfk; njhpe;jJ. mLj;j thuk; KOtJk; ehq;fs; 

mbf;fb mth;fisg; ghh;j;Njhk; mth;fs; vq;fSf;F 

kpfTk; gaDs;sth;fshf ,Ue;jdh;. vq;fSf;F xU 

ngl;b mnkhpf;f ntz;Foy; CJgj;jp Njitg;gl;lhYk;> 

my;yJ Xg;guhtpy; ,lk; Njitg;gl;lhYk; xU ey;y 

cztfj;jpd; ngah; Njitg;gl;lhYk; epf;NfhyhTk; 

N[f;fg;Gk; vq;fs; Njitfis cldbahf jPh;j;J 

itj;jdh;. vd;id kpfTk; jhf;fpaJ vd;dntd;why; 

ve;j Ntiy nra;tjpYk; mth;fspd; Mh;tk; jhd;. 

Nfhil fhyj;jpYk; R+hpadpd; fjph;tPr;rpd; mbapYk; 

mth;fs; fhyzpfis gpufhrpf;fr; nra;jdh;. goq;fis 

tpw;wdh;; nra;jpj;jhs; gUe;J Nghy; gwe;J nrd;W 

Nghl;ldh; efiu Rw;wpf;fhl;l Rw;Wyh Vw;ghL nra;jdh;. 

Xb Fw;Nwty;fs; nra;jdh;. 

One night, we came upon them in the windy and 

deserted square, resting on the stone pavement 

beneath the lights. Nicola sat upright, tired. A bundle 

of unsold newspapers lay at his feet. Jacopo, his 

head resting upon his brother’s shoulder was asleep. 

It was nearly midnight.  

xUehs; ,uT Ms; mutkw;w gyj;j fhw;Wld; me;j  

rJf;fj;jpw;F ehq;fs; te;J tpsf;F ntspr;rj;jpd; 

mbapy; ,Ue;j eilghijapy; Xa;tpw;fhf mkh;e;Njhk;. 

epf;Nfhyh mq;Nf Nrhfkhf mkh;e;jpUe;jhd; xU fl;L 

tpw;fg;glhj nra;jpj;jhs;fs; mtd; fhybapy; fple;jJ. 

N[f;fg; jd; jiyia mz;zdpd; Njhspy; rha;j;J 

J}q;fpf; nfhz;bUe;jhd;. mg;NghJ Vwf;Fiwa eL ,uT 

,Uf;Fk;. 

“Why are you out so late, Nicola?” Vd; ,t;tsT NeukhfpAk; ntspapy; ,Uf;fpwha; 

epf;Nfhyh? 

“Waiting for the last bus from Padua. We shall sell 

all our papers when it comes in.” “Must you work so 

hard? You both look rather tired.” 

(,lk;) gLthtpypUe;J tUk; filrpg; NgUe;jpw;fhf  

fhj;jpUf;fpNwhk;. me;jg; NgUe;J tUtjw;Fs; midj;J 

nra;jpj;jhs;fisAk; tpw;W tpLNthk;. ePq;fs; fl;lhak; 

mjpf Ntiy nra;jpUf;fpwPh;fs; ePq;fs; ,UtUk; ghh;f;f 

mrjpahf cs;sPh;fs;. 

“We are not complaining, sir.” 

But next morning, when I went over to the fountain 

to have my shoes shined, I said, “Nicola, the way 

you and Jacopo work, you must earn quite a bit. You 

spend nothing on clothes. You eat little enough --- 

when I see you have a meal it’s usually black bread 

and figs. Tell me, what do you do with your 

ehq;fs; Gfhh; njhptpf;ftpy;iy Iah. Mdhy; mLj;j 

ehs; fhiyapy; ehq;fs; ePUw;W mUfpy; nrd;W 

fhyzpfSf;F gsgsg;Ngw;w nrd;w NghJ ehd; vd;d 

nrhd;Ndd; vd;why; epf;Nfhyh ePAk; N[f;fg;Gk; Ntiy 

nra;Ak; tpjk; ghh;j;jhy; ePq;fs; fl;lhak; epiwa 

rk;ghjpg;gPu;fs; vd;Wk; cilfSf;fhf nryT 

nra;tjpy;iy vd;Wk; nfhQ;rkhf rhg;gpLfpwPh;fs; vd;Wk; 

ehd; $wpaij epidt gLj;JfpNwd;. ehd; ghh;jj NghJ 
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money?” ePq;fs; ntWk; fUg;G nuhl;bAk; mj;jpg;goKk; kl;LNk 

tof;fkhf rhg;gpLfpwPh;fs; vd;dplk; nrhy; gzj;ij 

itj;J vd;d nra;fpwPh;fs; 

He colored deeply under his sunburn, and then grew 

pale. He looked to the ground  

mtd; Ntdpw;fl;bf;F mbapy; mjpfhkhf rhak; 

g+rpapUe;jhd;. mJ ntspwpg;NghapUe;jJ. mtd; jiy 

Fdpe;J ghh;j;jhd;. 

“You must be saving up to emigrate to America, “I 

suggested. He looked at me sideways, spoke with an 

effort.  

ePq;fs; mnkhpf;fhtpy; FbNaWk; mstpw;Ff; fl;lhak;  

Nrkpj;jpUg;gPh;fs; vd epidf;fpNwd;. mtd; vd;id  

gf;fthl;by; ghh;j;J gpuaj;jdg;gl;L Ngrpdhd;. 

“We should greatly like to go to the States. But here, 

at present, we have other plans.” 

ehq;fSk; mnkhpf;fh nry;y mjpfkhf Mirg;gl;Nlhk;. 

Mdhy; jw;NghJ vq;fSf;F ,q;Nf NtW rpy jpl;lq;fs; 

cs;sd. 

“What plans?”  vd;d jpl;lk;? 

He smiled uncomfortably. “Just plans, sir,” he 

answered in a low voice.  

mtd; mnrsupfupakhf rphpj;jhd; ntWk; jpl;lk; kl;Lk; 

jhd; Iah vd kpfj; jho;e;j Fuypy; gjpyspj;jhd;. 

“Well,” I said, “we’re leaving on Monday. Is there 

anything I can do for you before we go?” Nicola 

shook his head, but suddenly Jacopo said, “Sir,” he 

burst out, “every Sunday we make a visit to the 

country, to Poleta, 30 kilometres from here. Usually 

we hire bicycles. 

“ ed;W” vd;W nrhd;Ndd; ehq;fs; jpq;fl;fpoik 

fpsk;GfpNwhk;. ehq;fs; Nghtjw;F Kd; cq;fSf;F 

VjhtJ nra;a KbAkh? epf;Nfhyh jiyia Ml;bdhd;. 

Mdhy; clNd N[f;fg; nrhd;dhd; ‘Iah”! eh 

jOjOf;fg;Ngrpdhd; mtd;. ehq;fs; QhapW NjhWk; 

Nghy;l;lh (,lk;) fpuhkj;jpw;F nrd;W tUNthk; mJ 

,q;fpUe;J Kg;gJ fpNyhkPl;lhpy; cs;sJ. ehq;fs; 

tof;fkhf kpjptz;b thliff;F vLj;Jr; nry;Nthk;. 

But tomorrow, since you are so kind, you might send 

us in your car.” 

Mdhy;> ePq;fs; kpfTk; md;ghf ,Ug;gjhy; vq;fis 

cq;fs; kfpOe;jpy; ehis mDg;Gq;fs;. 

I had already told Luigi he might have the Sunday 

off. However, I answered, “I’ll drive you out 

myself.” 

ehd; Vw;fdNt Y}fp(Xl;Leh;) aplk; QhapW cdf;F 

tpLKiw vd;W nrhy;yptpl;Nld;. ,Ue;jhYk; ehd; 

cq;fSf;fhff; fhNuhl;b tUNtd;. 

There was a pause. Nicola was glaring at his young 

brother in vexation. “We could not think of troubling 

you, sir.” 

vdf;F VJk; njhe;juT ,y;iy. VNjh nrhy;y cjl;il 

tphpj;jhd;. MapDk; nky;ypa xypapy; mtd; nrhd;dhd;. 

ehq;fs; cq;fSf;F njhe;juT nfhLÉ;É tpÍk;gtpy;iy 

vd;Wk; kpf ed;W. mLj;j ehs; kjpak; caukhd kiy 

mUfpy; cs;s xU rpwpa fpuhkj;jpw;F fhiu Xl;br; 

nrd;Nwhk;. 

“It won’t be any trouble.” 

He bit his lip, then, in a rather put out tone, he said, 

“Very well.” 

‘,J xd;Wk; njhe;juT Ðy;y” 

mtd; jdJ cjl;il kbj;J xÍ tpjkhd mRthu];a 

Fuypy; kpfTk; ed;W Ïd;W $wpdhd;. kWehs; gpw;gfy; 

ehq;És; kiy Êauj;jpYs;s FÉ;fpuhkj;jpw;F thfdj;ij 

Xl;b nrd;Nwhk;. 

The following afternoon we drove to the tiny village 

set high upon the hillside. I imagined that our 

destinations would be some humble dwellings. But, 

directed by Jacopo, we drew up at a large red-roofed 

villa, surrounded by a high stone wall. I could 

scarcely believe my eyes and before I could recover 

breath my two passengers had leaped from the car. 

ehd; fw;gid nra;Njd;; ehq;fs; nrd;wilag; NghtJ 

VNjDk; rpwpa vspa ,Ug;gplkhf ,Uf;Fk; vd;W. Mdhy; 

N[f;fg; fhl;ba top vq;fis nghpa rptg;G $iu Nta;e;j 

ehl;L khspiff;F mioj;Jr; nrd;wJ. mijr; Rw;wp> 

cahpa fy;kjpw;Rth; ,Ue;jJ. vd; fz;fis vd;dhy; 

ek;gNt Kbatpy;iy ehd; kPz;Lk; rhpahf %r;R 

tpLtjw;F Kd;dhy; vdJ ,uz;L gazpfSk; 

kfpOe;jpypUe;J jhtp tpl;lhh;fs;. 
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“We shall not be long, sir. Perhaps only an hour. 

May be you’d like to go to the café in the village for 

drink?” They disappeared beyond the corner of the 

wall.  

ehq;fs; ,q;Nf ePz;l Neuk; ,Uf;fkhl;Nlhk;. xUNtis 

xU kzp Neuk; kl;Lk; ePq;fs; Ntz;Lkhdhy; ,e;jf; 

fpuhkj;jpy; cs;s rpw;Wz;b cztfj;jpw;Fr; nrd;W 

VNjDk; ghdk; mUe;jp tpl;L thUq;fs;. mth;fs; 

Rtw;wpd; %iyf;F mg;ghy; nrd;W kiwe;jhh;fs;. 

After a few minutes I followed. I found a grilled 

side-entrance and, determinedly, rang the bell.  

rpy epkplq;fSf;Fg; gpd; ehd; gpd; njhlh;e;Njd;; fk;gp 

Eiothapy; ,Ug;gij fz;L jPh;f;fkhf; miog;G kzpia 

mOj;jpNdd;. 

A pleasant-looking woman with steel-rimmed 

spectacles appeared. I blinked as I saw that she was 

dressed in the white uniform of a trained nurse.  

Xh; mofpa Njhw;wKs;s fk;gpapdhyhd fz;zhb Nghl;l 

ngz;kzp Njhd;wpdhs;. ehd; fz;rpkpl;b ghh;j;Njd;. 

mts; nts;is rPUil mzpe;j gapw;rpngw;w nrtpypah;. 

“I just brought two small boys here.”  

“Ah, yes.” Here face lit up; she opened the door to 

admit me. “Nicola and Jacopo. I will take you up.” 

ehd; ,uz;L rpWth;fis ,q;Nf ,g;NghJjhd; mioj;J 

te;Njd;.  

X...Mk; mth; Kfk; cah;e;jJ mts; fjitj; jpwe;J 

vd;id cs;Ns mDkjpj;jhs;. epf;Nfhyh kw;Wk; 

N[f;fg;gplk; cq;fis mioj;Jr; nry;fpNwd; 

She led me through a cool, tiled vestibule into the 

hospital --- for hospital the villa had become. At the 

door of a little cubicle the nurse paused, put her 

finger to her lips, and with a smile bade me look 

through the glass partition. The two boys were 

seated at the bedside of a girl of about twenty who, 

propped up on pillows and wearing a pretty lace 

jacket, was listening to their chatter, her eyes soft 

and tender. Once could see at a  

glance her resemblance to her brothers. A vase of 

wild flowers stood on her table, beside a dish of fruit 

and several books.  

mts; vd;id Fsph;r;rpahd Xl;bdhyhd Kd;$lk; 

topahf kUj;Jtidf;F mioj;Jr; nrd;whs;. khspif  

kUj;Jtkidahf rpwpa miwapd; fjTf;F Kd;dhy;  

jhjp epd;whs;. thapd; Nky; tpuiy itj;J Gd;difAld; 

vd;idghh;j;J fz;zhbahy; gphpf;fg;gl;bUe;j 

jLg;GfSf;F gpd;dhy; fhl;bdhs;. me;j ,uz;L 

rpWth;fSk; xU ngz;zpd; mUfpy; mkh;e;jpUe;jhh;fs;. 

mtSf;F ,UgJ tajpUf;Fk;. mts; jiyaiz kPJ 

rha;e;jpUe;jhs; mofpa gpd;dyhil Nky; rl;il 

mzpe;jpUe;jhs; mts; fz;fs; nkd;ikahf> 

,sikahf ,Ue;jJ. mtsplk; mts; jk;gpfspd; rhay; 

,Ue;jJ. xU fl;Lg;G+f;fspd; kyh;f;nfhj;J mts; Nki[ 

kPjpUe;jJ. mjdUfpy; goq;fSk; epiwa Gj;jq;fSk; 

,Ue;jd 

“Won’t you go in?” the nurse murmured. “Lucia will 

be  

pleased to see you.” I shook my head and turned 

away. I felt I could not bear to intrude upon this 

happy family party. But at the foot of the staircase I 

drew up and begged her to tell me all she knew 

about these boys. 

ePq;fs; Nghftpy;iyah? jhjp KZKZj;jhs;. Y}rpah>  

cq;fisg; ghh;j;jhs; re;Njh\g;gLths;. ehd; 

jiyairj;J tpl;Lf; fpsk;gpNdd;. ehd; ,e;j 

re;Njh\khd FLk;gtpohtpy;> mDkjpapy;yhky; 

,ilapy; FWf;fpl tpUg;gkpy;iy. Mdhy; khbg;gbapd; 

mbapy; ehd; mtsplk; cq;fSf;F ,e;j rpWth;fisg; 

gw;wp vd;ndd;d njhpAk; nrhy;Yq;fs; vd;W kd;whb 

Nfl;Nld;. 

She was eager to do so. They were, she explained, 

quite  

alone in the world, except for this sister, Lucia. 

Their father, a widower, a well-known singer, had 

been killed in the early part of the war. Shortly 

afterward a bomb had destroyed their home and 

thrown the three children into the streets. They had 

always known a comfortable and cultured life --- 

Lucia had herself been training as a singer --- and 

mts; mijr; nrhy;tjw;F kpfTk; Mh;tkhf ,Ue;jhs; 

mts; tpsf;fpdhs;; mth;fs; ,e;j cyfj;jpy; jq;fs; 

jq;if Y}rpahitj; jtpu NtW ahUkpy;yhky;; jdpj;J 

cs;sdh;. mth;fs; je;ij> kidtpia ,oe;jtu;; 

gpugykhd ghlfh;. Mdhy; Nghupd; Kw;gFjpapy; mtu; 

nfhy;yg;gl;lhh;. mjd;gpd; ntbFz;L mth;fs; tPl;il 

rpijj;J mth;fs; %tiuAk; njUtpy; tPrpaJ. 

mth;fSf;F trjpahd ehfhPfkhd tho;f;if tho 

vg;NghJk; njhpAk;. Y}rpahTk; xU rpwe;j ghlfpahfp 
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they had suffered horribly from near starvation and 

exposure to the cold winter. For months they had 

barely kept themselves alive in a sort of shelter they 

built with their own hand amidst the rubble. Then  

for three years the Germans ruled the city. The boys 

grew to hate the Germans. When the resistance 

movement began secretly to form they were among 

the first to join. When the war was over, and we had 

peace at last, they came back to their beloved sister. 

And they found her ….. suffering from tuberculosis 

of the spine.” 

jhdhf gapw;rp ngw;whs;. mth;fs; kpfTk; nfhLikahd 

gl;bdpf;F Mshfpdh; kpfTk; Fsph;fhy Fsphpy; 

mtjpf;Fs;shfpdhh;. xU rpy khjq;fSf;F jq;fs; 

nrhe;j iffshy; cile;j nrq;fw;fisf; nfhz;L 

fl;ba ciwtplj;jpy; jq;fis XusT capUld; 

ghJfhj;jdh;. mjd;gpd;> %d;W tUlq;fs; n[h;khdpah; 

me;j efuj;ij Mz;ldh;. rpWth;fSf;F n[h;khdpah; 

Nky; ntWg;G tsh;e;jJ. vjph;g;G ,af;fk; ,ufrpakhf 

Jtq;fpaJ. mjpy; mth;fs; Kjyhtjhf ,ize;jdh;. 

Nghh; Kbe;jTld; ehl;by; mikjp jpUk;gpaTld; mth;fs; 

jq;fs; rNfhjupia re;jpf;fj; jpUk;gp te;jdh; te;j 

mth;fs; fz;ldH jq;spd; jkf;if KJnfYk;G 

fhrNehahy; mtjpg;gLtij. 

She paused, took a quick breath. “Did they give up? 

I do not have to answer that question. They brought 

her here, persuaded us to take her into the hospital. 

In the twelve months she has been our patient she 

has made good progress. There is every hope that 

one day she will walk-and sing-again.” 

rpwpJNeuk; ,ilntsp vd;W epide;Njd; tpl;L> 

Ntfkhf %r;Rtpl;L mth;fs; tpl;L tpl;lhh;fsh?..... ehd; 

me;jf; Nfs;tpf;F tpilaspf;f Ntz;lhk;. mtis 

,q;Nf mioj;J te;jhh;fs;. vq;fis tw;Gwj;jpdh; 

kUj;Jtkidf;F mtis $l;br;nry;Yq;fs; vd;W. 

,e;j gd;dpnuz;L khjq;fshf mts; vq;fs; Nehahsp. 

mtsplk; ey;y Kd;Ndw;wk; Vw;gl;Ls;sJ. xU ehs; 

mts; vOe;J elg;ghs;; kWgb ghLths; vd;W vy;yh 

ek;gpf;ifAk;  

cs;sJ. 

“Of course, everything is so difficult now, food so 

scarce and dear, we could not keep going unless we 

charged a fee. But every week, Lucia’s brothers 

have made their payment.” She added simply, “I 

don’t know what they do, I do not ask. Work is 

scarce in Verona. But whatever it is, I know they do 

it well.” 

epr;rakhf vy;yhNk ,g;NghJ f\;lkhf cs;sJ. czTg; 

gw;whf;Fiw kw;Wk; tpiythrp cau;T> gzk; ngwhtpby; 

vq;fshy; njhlh;e;J rkhspf;f KbahJ. Mdhy; 

xt;nthU thuKk; Y}rpahtpd; rNfhjuh;fs; gzk; 

nrYj;jp tpLthh;fs;. mts; NkYk; nrhd;dhs; mth;fs; 

vd;d nra;fpwhh;fs; vd;W vdf;Fj; njhpahJ. ehd; 

Nfl;gJkpy;iy. ntNuhdhtpy; Ntiy fpilg;gJ mupJ. 

Mdhy; vg;gbahapDk; vdf;Fj; njupAk; mtu;fs; ed;whf 

Ntiy nra;thu;fs; vd;W. 

“Yes,” I agreed. “They couldn’t do it better.” 

I waited outside until the boys rejoined me, and then 

drove them back to the city. They sat beside me, not 

speaking. For my part, I did not say a word --- I 

knew they would prefer to feel that they had safely 

kept their secret. Yet their devotion had touched me 

deeply.  

Mk; ehDk; ,jid xj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwd;. mth;fs; ,ij 

tpl ed;whf Ntiy nra;a KbahJ. ehd; ntspapy; 

fhj;jpUf;fpNwd;. rpWth;fs; te;J vd;Dld; Nrh;e;J 

nfhs;Sk; tiu. gpwF efuj;jpw;F mth;fisj; jpUk;g  

mioj;J nry;y Ntz;Lk;. mth;fs; vdf;fUfpy; 

mkh;e;jdh;. Ngrtpy;iy. vdJ gq;fpw;F ehd; vJTk; 

Ngrtpy;iy. vdf;Fj; njhpAk; mth;fs; vdf;Fj; 

njhpahky; ,ufrpaj;ij fhj;Jtpl;Nlhk; vd vz;Zth;. 

,Ue;jNghjpYk; mth;fsJ mu;g;gzpg;G vd;id kpfTk; 

Mokhf njhl;lJ.  

War had not broken their spirit. Their selfless action 

brought a new nobility to human life, gave promise 

of a greater hope for human society. 

Nghu;;> mth;fsJ kdepiyia cilf;ftpy;iy. 

mth;fsJ jd;ikaw;w nray; khDl tho;f;iff;Fg; 

GjpanjhU ngUe;jd;ikia nfhz;L te;Js;sJ. khdpl 

rKjhaj;jpw;F nghpa ek;gpf;ifia rj;jpak; nra;J 

nfhLj;Js;sJ. 
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Word Meaning Word Meaning 

shrug  -  raise one’s shoulders slightly and 

momentarily 

tunic  -  a loose outer garment without 

sleeves 

slackened  -  reduced demeanour  -  appearance and behaviour 

artless  -  innocent/guileless hawk  -  sell things crying out loudly, going 

from place to place 

deserted  -  uninhabited/ unoccupied emigrate  -  take up citizenship of another 

country 

vexation  -  annoyance vestibule  -  lobby 

chatter  -  a series of short, quick high-

pitched sounds 

intrude  -  enter without permission 

rubble  -  debris, broken bricks   

 

 

Hard Words Meaning jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

barely -  almost not (scarcely) mhpjhd mjpfkpd;wp 

blinked -  surprised tpae;Njd; 

chatter -  a series of short, quick high – pitched sounds flflntd Ntfkha; mh;j;jkpd;wp 

NgRjy;. 

cubicle -  a small space with walls or curtains around it rJu tbtkhd rpwpa miw 

demeanor -  appearance and behaviour elj;ij 

disapproval -  the feeling of having a negative opinion of 

someone 

mDkjp kWj;jy; 
 

dwelling -  places where people live, trpg;gplk; 

emigrate -  take up citizenship of another country FbNaWjy; (NtWehL> NtW ,lk; 

Kjypad) 

hawk -  sell things crying out loudly, going from place to 

place 

$Tjy; (Ch; Cuhf nrd;W 

nghUl;fis $tp tpw;wy;) 

intrude -  enter without permission mDkjpapd;wp Eiojy; 

nobility -  the quality of being good and honest in charecter ey;y Neh;ik nghUe;jpa 

Fzq;fs; 

opera -  a musical play ghl;Lld; $ba ehlfk; 

outskirts -  the outer part of a town efUf;F ntspapYs;s gFjpfs;. 

relied upon -  to put trust on someone or something ek;gpf;if itj;jy; (ahhplhkhtJ> 

vjpyhtJ) 

rubble -  debris / broken bricks ,bghLfs;> cile;j nrq;fw;fs; 

Kjypad 

scarce -  very small in amount mhpjhf> jl;Lg;ghL 

shrug -  raise one’s shoulders slightly and momentarily Njhs;fisf; FYf;Fjy; 
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tangled (h) -  twisted/ messy rPuhf ,y;yhj 

tunic -  a loose outer garment without sleeves jsh;thd Nkyhil 

 

Words Synonyms (,izr;nrhy;) Antonyms (vjph;nrhy;) 

artless   innocent / guileless (mg;ghtp> 

tQ;rfkw;w) 

guileful (tQ;rKs;s) 

beside   alongside (mjdUNf) from faraway (ntF J}uj;jpy;) 

bought   purchased (thq;fpNdhk;) sold (tpw;whd;) 

brisk   active / fast (tpiuthf> Ntfkhf) lazy (nkJthf) 

cautious  careful/alert (ftdkhf) careless (ftdkpd;wp) 

deserted     uninhabited/ unoccupied (ahUk; 

trpf;fhj> ahUk; Mf;fpukpf;fhj) 

crowded ($l;lkhf) 

 

dartion   loyalty (tpRthrkhf) disloyalty (tpRthrkw;w) 

disappeared  vanished (kiwe;jdh;) appeared (Njhd;wpdhh;) 

disapprove  deny/ refuse (kWj;jy;) permit (mDkjpj;jy;) 

eager  interested/enthusiastic (Mh;tkpf;f> 

cw;rhfkhf) 

unenthusiastic (cw;rhfkpd;wp) 

engaging  charming/ captivating (trPfhpf;Fk;) boring (ntWf;Fk; gbahd) 

errands  short work, odd jobs (rpy Ntiyfs;)  

Gabing   looking steadily (rPuhf ghh;j;jy;) abhor (ntWg;NghL ghh;j;jy;) 

Glaring          

 
staring with anger (Nfhgg;ghh;it 

ghh;j;jy;) 

Obscured concealed (ghh;itia tpyf;fy;) 

Hawked  sold (tpw;wy;) bought (thq;Fjy;) 

Imagined  

 
speculated/ guessed (mlf;fkhd> 

trjpaw;w> jho;e;j) 

unimagined (Mlk;guk;> Nkd;ikahd) 

intrude   enter without permission (A+fpj;Njd;) leave (fw;gid nra;a ,ayhj) 

nobility              dignity/ virtue (mDkjp ,d;wp 

Eiojy;) 

dishonor (nfsutkw;w) 

paused   stopped (jhkjpj;jd;) continued (njhlh;e;jhd;) 

persuaded  induced (J}z;bdh;) dissuaded (ijhpak; ,of;f itj;jy;) 

propped  rested (Xa;ntLj;jhd;)  

provided  

 
aroused (fpsph;e;njOe;jd) unprovoked/unexcited (fpsh;e;njohky;  

gutrkilahd;) 

resistance 

  

fighting/struggle (rz;ilapLjy;> 

Nghuhl;lk;) 

co-operation (xj;Jiog;G) 

rubble      debris / broken bricks (,bghLfs;> 

cile;j nrq;fw;fs;) 

valuable (kjpg;GkpFe;j) 

scarce  

  

insufficient/ deficient (gw;whf;Fiw> 

jl;Lg;ghL) 

adequate (NghJkhd msT) 

scarcely  hardly (Mh;tkhf> mhpjhf) abundantly (epiwe;j) 

shabby   ill-dressed (jd;dykw;w) royal (Raeykhd) 
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slackened  reduced (Nkhrkhd cil mzpjy;) increased (kjpg;ghd cil mzpjy;) 

uncomfortably  uneasy/ with difficulty (Fiwe;jJ) comfortably (mjpfhpj;jJ) 

vestibule  lobby (elf;Fk; top) outlet (ntspNaWk; top) 

vexation  annoyance (mnrsfh;akhf) happiness (kfpo;r;rp) 

wild  fruit grown without proper cultivation 

(Kiwahf gaphplhky;> jhdhf 

tsh;j;jy;) 

 

worn  

   

old and damaged (gioa rpjpykile;j) fresh (Gjpa) 

 

 

Word Synonyms jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

love  -  fondness  -  md;G 

devotion  -  involvement  -  <LghL 

sacrifice  -  quality of giving up  -  jpahf czh;T 

displayed  -  revealed  -  ntspg;gLj;jpaJ 

actions  -  activities  -  nray;ghLfs; 

save  -  rescue  -  fhg;ghw;w 

foothills -  plains  -  kiyabthuk 

outskirts  -  suburban -  efUf;F ntspNa/ Gwefh; 

warned  -  cautioned  -  vr;rhpj;jy; 

cautious  –  careful/concerned  -  mf;fiwAs;s 

besides  -  in addition to  -  ,ijtpl 

shabby  -  untidy  -  J}a;ikaw;w 

worn  -  rugged  -  fpope;j 

tunic  -  a loose outer garment  without sleeves  -  jsh;thd if ,y;yhj ahid 

gazing  -  looking keenly  -  cw;W Nehf;Ffpd;w 

tangled  -  confused mass  -  fiye;j Nfrk; 

earnest  -  serious  -  jPtpukhd 

set off  -  continued  -  njhlh;e;jth; 

shine  -  polish  

beside  -  by the side of, near  -  mUfpy; 

brisk  -  active  -  RWRWg;ghd 

slackened  -  reduced  -  Fiwe;j 

glanced  -  looked  -  ghh;j;jdh; 

remarkable  -  extra ordinary  -  mrhjhuzkhd 

demeanour  -  appearance and behavior  -  Njhw;wKk;/ KiwnraYk; 

quite  -  complete  -  KOikahf 

artless  -  innocent/ guileless  -  mg;ghtpjdkhd 

steady  -  static  -  epiyahd/ fs;s fglkw;w 

engaging  -  busy with  -  <LghL nfhz;bUf;fpw 
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extremely  -  greasy  -  kpf mjpfkhf 

relied  -  trustable  -  ek;gj;jFe;j 

satisfy  -  fulfill  -  epiwNtw;W/ jpUg;jp gLj;J 

struck  -  attract  -  fyf;fpd;w 

hawked  -  selling things loudly from one place to 

another  

-  $yp ngw;wth; 

conducted  -  guided  -  thp elj;Jgth; 

errands  -  a purposeful short journey  -  Fwpf;NfhLfs; $ba rpW gazk; 

deserted  -  uninhabited -  xJf;fg;gl;l 

emigrate  -  take up citizenship of another country    -  ntsp ehl;by; 

uncomfortably  -  uneasily  -  mnrsfhpakhf 

vexation  -  annoyance  -  vhpr;rYld; 

tiny  -  little  -  rpwpa 

destination  -  reaching place  -  NrUkplk; 

dwellings  -  living places  -  trpg;gplk; 

leaped  -  got out of  -  ,wfpdh; 

lit  -  brightened  -  gpufhrkhdJ 

vestibule  -  lobby  -  tuhe;jh 

bade  -  signed  -  irif fhl;bdhs; 

chatter  -  talking continuously  -  njhlh;e;J Ngrpa go 

tender  -  kind  -  ,uf;fkhd 

resemblance  -  similar identification  -  xj;j jilahsj;Jld; 

murmured  -  spoke softly/ whispered  -  nky;ypa Fuypy; Ngrpdhs;/ 

KZKZj;jgb 

intrude  -  enter without permission  -  mDkjpapy;yhky; cs;Ns Eiojy; 

begged  -  requested  -  kd;whb 

eager  -  interested  -  Mh;tj;Jld; 

well-known  -  popular  -  gpugykhd/ Gfo;ngw;w 

cultured  -  civilized  -  ehfhpfkhd> gz;gl;l 

amidst  -  among  -  kj;jpapy; 

rubble  -  debris / broken bricks  -  ,bghLfs; 

Tuberculosis  -  a disease called  -  fhrNeha; [Nehapd; ngah;] 

give up  -  abandon  -  iftpl;L tpLjy; 

touched  -  inspired  -  fth;e;jJ 

 

 

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 

love  X  hate sincerity  X  insincerity 

maturity  X  immaturity cautious  X  careless 

disapproval  X  approval shabby  X  tidy 

loose  X  fight brisk  X  inactive 

slackened  X  increased hopefully  X  desperately 
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remarkable  X  ordinary frequently  X  rarely 

willingness  X  unwillingness deserted  X  inhabited 

uncomfortably  X  comfortably emigrate  X  immigrate 

tiny  X  big lit  X  extinguish 

soft  X  harsh several  X  few 

murmured  X  shouted begged  X  commanded 

eager  X  uninterested alive  X  dead 

persuaded  X  dissuaded scarce  X  abundant/plentiful 

agreed  X  refused selfless  X  selfish 

nobility  X  ignobility promise  X  unassured 

 

 

1. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences each based on your understanding of the 

story. (Text page : 5) 

a) Who did the narrator meet at the outskirts of Verona? 

 The narrator met the two boys named Nicola and Jacopo at the outskirts of Verona. 

b) Why did the driver not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys? 

  The driver did not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys because they sold wild 

strawberries and they looked very dirty . 

c) The boys did not spend much on clothes and food. Why? 

  The boys did not spend much on clothes and food because they had to pay money to the treatment 

for their sister. 

d) Were the boys saving money to go the States? How do you know? 

  No, the boys were not saving money to go to the States. I know from Nicola's words that he would 

love to go but they had other plans. 

e) Why did the author avoid going to Lucia’s room? 

  The author avoided going to Lucia’s room because he did not want to interfere in the privacy of 

the boys. Moreover the boys were not willing to disclose the secrets with the author. 

f) What was Lucia suffering from? 

  Lucia was suffering from Tuberculosis. 

g) What made the boys join the resistance movement against the Germans? 

  The Germans made Jacopo and Nicola fatherless and homeless. The boys' miseries made them 

join the resistance movement against the Germans. 

h) What made the boys work so hard? 

  The boys’ sister was suffering from Tuberculosis. The two boys had to look after her and they had 

to pay money for her treatment. This made the boys work so hard. 

I) Why didn’t the boys disclose their problem to the author? 

  The boys didn’t want their problem to be known to others. They were self reliant. So they did not 

disclose their problem to the author. 
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2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. (Text page: 5) 

a) Describe the appearance of Nicola and Jacopo. 

  Nicola and Jacopo were two brothers. They wore shabby clothes. They had their brown skins, 

tangled hair and dark earnest eyes. They were childlike. 

b) What were the various jobs undertaken by the little boys? 

  The little boys shined shoes. They sold fruits, hawked newspapers and conducted tourists round 

the town. They also ran errands. 

c) How did the narrator help the boys on Sunday? 

  The narrator helped the boys on Sunday by taking them to Poleta in his car driving himself. 

d) Who took the author to the cubicle? 

  The nurse took the author to the cubicle.  

e) Describe the girl with whom the boys were talking to in the cubicle. 

  The girl seemed to be twenty years old. She listened to her brothers’ chatter. She was gentle. She 

resembled both Nicola and Jacopo.  

f) Recount the untold sufferings undergone by the siblings after they were rendered homeless. 

  After the siblings were rendered homeless, they lived among rubble for months. They had 

exposure to the cold winter. Their sister was suffering from tuberculosis of spine.  

g) The narrator did not utter a word and preferred to keep the secret to himself. Why? 

Substantiate the statement with reference to the story. 

  The narrator did not utter a word and preferred to keep the secret to himself because the boys did 

not disclose about their sister to the author. They considered him a stranger. 

 

 

1. How did the narrator look at the boys? 

  The narrator found the boys childlike and innocent. Jacopo was lively. Nicola’s smile was steady 

and engaging. They were showing more maturity. 

2. How did the two boys and their sister suffer the great ruin of their family? 

  During the war, a bomb killed the boys’ father. The bomb ruined their home. They had to live 

among rubble for months. They were about to starve. They had exposure to the cold winter. Their 

sister was suffering from tuberculosis. They started hating Germans. When the resistance movement 

started they joined it. Both the boys and their sister suffered horribly due to war.  

3. Justify the title “Two Gentlemen of Verona”  

  Both the brothers- Nicola and Jacopo thought and behaved like men during childhood. They were 

known for their gentle manners. They had affection towards their sister. They sacrificed their 

childhood happiness for their ailing sister. They were hard-working. They were hopeful of their 

sister’s recovery from illness. The author observed both boys’ iron-will to save their sister. He was 

impressed with their positive attitude. So he exactly called the brothers Gentlemen. Thus the title is 

justified.  
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3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100–150 words each. (Text page: 5) 

a) What was the driving force that made the boys do various jobs? 

  Before the war, Nicola, Jacopo and their sister-Lucia had a cultured family. They always led a 

comfortable and respectable life. Their father was a famous singer. He was killed in the early part of the 

war. A bomb destroyed their home. So, they were rendered homeless. They lived among rubble for 

months. They had exposure to the cold winter. The boys grew to hate the Germans. When the resistance 

movement started, they joined it. Their sister was suffering from tuberculosis of spine. She was admitted 

at hospital in Poleta. So they decided to earn money to pay for the medical expenses. They did various 

jobs to meet out these expenses. The blend of young boys’ love towards their sister and their continuous 

miseries was the driving force that made the boys do various jobs.   

b) How was the family affected by the war? 

  Before the war, Nicola, Jacopo and their sister Lucia had a cultured family. They always led a 

comfortable and respectable life. Their father was a famous singer. He was killed in the early part of the 

war. A bomb destroyed their home. So, they were rendered homeless. They lived among rubble for 

months. They had exposure to the cold winter. They suffered from starvation. The boys grew to hate the 

Germans. When the resistance movement started, they joined it. Their sister was suffering from 

tuberculosis of spine. She was admitted at hospital in Poleta. 

c) Write a character sketch of Nicola and Jacopo. 

 Nicola: Nicola was 13 years old. He wore shabby dress. He had brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest 

eyes. Nicola’s smile was steady and engaging. There was seriousness in his boyish face .He answered the 

narrator’s few questions.  He took care of his younger brother kindly. He did not disclose his problems to 

the narrator. He was self-reliant. He disliked troubling others with any plea. He was very affectionate to 

his sister –Lucia. She was suffering from tuberculosis of spine. He worked hard with his brother to pay her 

sister’s medical treatment fee. He met his sister every weekend. He was more matured than his brother.  

 Jacopo: Jacopo was 12 years old. He wore shabby dress. He had brown skins, tangled hair and dark 

earnest eyes. Jacopo was lively as a squirrel. There was seriousness in his boyish face. He was taken care 

fondly by his brother- Nicola. He requested the narrator to drive them off to Poleta, when he was asked 

any help.   

  Both brother’s had more self pride and self respect. They faced more miseries even during childhood. 

So, they were more matured. The narrator wanted to help them but they refused except going in his car to 

Poleta. The narrator wanted to know about their plans behind earning money. But they told nothing to him. 

It may be because they trusted no one or they were self reliant. 

d) What message is conveyed through the story “Two Gentlemen of Verona”?  

   “Two Gentlemen of Verona” is a story of two young brothers. The two brothers were selfless, kind 

and hard-working. They sacrificed their boyhood joy for their sister. They were the victims of war. The 

invasion of the Germans devastated their family, killed their father and orphaned the three. Then, they 

were about to starve and became homeless. They had to look after their ailing sister Lucia. War had 

strengthened their attitude to life. They were graceful, dignified and smooth in moving with others. They 

showed sense of integrity and maturity to others. They teach us to be devoted which justifies ‘Fortune 
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always favours the brave’ and ‘Tough times never last but tough people do’. So the message conveyed to 

us through the story is, ‘love, devotion, sacrifice, sincerity and maturity never last soon but last long’.  

e) Justify the title of the story “Two Gentlemen of Verona”.  

  One who is simple, innocent, loyal, respectful, humane, law-abiding, hard-working, honest, soft-

spoken etc is a gentleman. In this story, “Two Gentlemen of Verona”, the two orphaned boys Jacopo and 

Nicola possess the above qualities. They had lived with their father- a widower and with their sister, Lucia. 

During the German invasion, their home was destroyed by a bomb. Their father was killed in a war. Their 

sister was suffering from Tuberculosis. So she was hospitalized. They sold wild strawberries, shined 

shoes, hawked newspapers, conducted tourists round the town and also ran errands for the tourists. Thus 

they earned money and paid for their ailing sister. They never earned for themselves. Love towards their 

sister, sacrifice of childhood joy and dedication towards work attracted the author to call the boys 

‘Gentlemen’.  

f) Adversity brings out the best as well as the worst in people. Elucidate this statement with reference to 

the story.  

  In “Two Gentlemen of Verona”, adversity brings out the best as well as the worst in two brothers 

namely Nicola and Jacopo. Generally, boys during childhood, love playing. The two brothers are not able 

to think about fun. They are made responsible at young age. They experience more problems. They are not 

able to eat and dress properly. So adversity has brought out the worst in the brothers.  

  Both the brothers have been lifted to noteworthy level due to adversity. They attract the narrator 

through their great manners. They are willing to sacrifice their life for their sister. Had they not faced 

adversity, they would not have been more matured. Because of adversity, they show their affection and 

hard-working attitude. Adversity initiated them to be more hopeful of betterment in life. They behaved 

like gentlemen. So the author was happy to call them Gentlemen. Hence, adversity has the power to bring 

out both the best as well as the worst in people. 

g) Which character do you like the most in the story and why? 

  Of the characters mentioned in this short story, I like Nicola the more because he looked matured, 

gentle, genteel, humane, moral, uncomplaining, lovable, devoted, etc. He was the elder of the two 

orphaned siblings. He was more matured than his brother. He was 13 years old. He wore shabby dress. He 

had brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest eyes. Nicola’s smile was steady and engaging. There was 

seriousness in his boyish face .He answered the narrator’s few questions. He was kind to his younger 

brother and elder sister. He did not disclose his problems to the narrator. He was self-reliant. He disliked 

troubling others with any plea. He was very affectionate to his sister –Lucia. She was suffering from 

tuberculosis of spine. He worked hard with his brother to pay his sister’s medical treatment fee. He met his 

sister every weekend. 
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Introduction 

 “Two Gentlemen of Verona” is a short story about the two young brothers. They behaved sensibly. 

They sacrificed their joy for their sister. They overcame miseries positively. They looked after their 

sister with timely help. 

 Meeting the two brothers 

 Two boys stopped the narrator’s car on the outskirts of Verona near the foothills of the Alps. They 

were selling wild strawberries. The narrator’s driver asked him not to buy them because the better 

fruits would be available in town. 

Unusual brothers 

 Nicola was 13 years old. Jacopo was 12 years old. They were brothers. They wore shabby clothes. 

They shined shoes, sold newspapers and fruits, and conducted local tourism. They were helpful to the 

narrator. Their appearance and hard work attracted the narrator.   

Narrator’s help 

 One night, the author and his driver met Nicola and Jacopo in a windy and deserted square.  There 

Jacopo was asleep resting upon Nicola’s shoulder. The author asked them if they needed to work hard. 

But they remained silent.  

Going to Poleta 

 Jacopo replied that every Sunday they went to Poleta 30 km from there. He asked if they could go in 

his car. The narrator drove them on Sunday. They reached Poleta in the afternoon.  

Author’s conversation with a nurse   

 The author thought that there would be their humble dwelling place. But it was a villa where they 

stopped. It amazed the author. The author went inside it. He saw a nurse there. The villa was a 

hospital. The nurse told the narrator that the girl was Lucia, sister of Nicola and Jacopo. She told 

everything about Lucia and her disease. Further the nurse told the author that both the boys worked 

very hard and earned money. They made regular payments to the hospital.  

Conclusion 

 The young brothers’ devotion touched the narrator. Their selfless action brought new nobility to 

human life. It gave a greater hope for human society.  
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Introduction 

 “Two Gentlemen of Verona” is a short story written by A.J. Cronin. It shows two young boys’ 

greatness. Nicola and Jacopo were brothers. 

Matured young boys  

 Nicola was 13 years old. Jacopo was 12 years old. They wore shabby dress. They were selling wild 

strawberries. They shined shoes, sold newspapers and fruits, and conducted local tourism. They were 

helpful to the narrator. 

 Reason for boys’ hard work 

 The young brothers’ father had been killed in a war. A bomb destroyed their home. So, they lived in 

debris for months. They were starving. Their sister was suffering from Tuberculosis. So, the young 

brothers earned money by doing odd jobs to pay the medical fee. They were happy to find their 

sister’s recovery from illness.  

Conclusion 

 Finally, the author came to know that the young boys were self reliant, affectionate, hard-working and 

more matured. He was surprised by the two boys’ greatness. So, he called the boys ‘Gentlemen’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVERAGE PARAGRAPH 

Topic   :  Two Gentlemen of Verona  

Author :  A. J. Cronin  

Genre   :  Short Story  

Theme  :  New Hope for Humanity 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Topic   :  Two Gentlemen of Verona  

Author :  A. J. Cronin  

Genre   :  Short Story  

Theme  :  New Hope for Humanity 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 480 

 
 

PENGUIN 19 XII - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com                www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972  To order on the internet : 
                         https://penguinbooks.in/product/12th-penguin-english-main-book/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Read the following words taken from the story. 

Give two synonyms and one antonym for each of 

these words. Use a dictionary, if required. 

Word Synonyms Antonyms 

Cautious careful  careless 

Disapprove rejection approve 

Brisk  active  dull 

Engaging

  

indulged in 

some activity 

lazy 

Humble  meekness/ polite impolite 

Eager  interested uninterested 

Resistance comply  cooperation 

Persuade convince dissuade 

Scarce  insufficient abundant 

Nobility  of high  ignobility 

(I) Given below is a list of common confusables. 

Distinguish the meaning of each pair of words by 

framing your own sentences: 

a)  Emigrate – leaving a mother country and settle in 

another country. 

  Kalpana Chawla emigrtated to USA. 

 Immigrate – coming to mother or other country 

after settling in another country. 

  After geting a green card, my uncle 

immigrated to India. 

b)  Beside – by the side of - Prem is sitting beside Ram 

in the class. 

 Besides – in addition to - Besides having a bike, he 

has a car. 

c)  judicial- related to court/ judge. 

   I don’t know judicial matters. 

 judicious – intelligent/ wise. 

   Ramesh was judicious. 

d)  eligible – be fit for – 

   Yuvashree is eligible as a resource person. 

  

 Nicola and Jacopo were two brothers.  

 Nicolo was13 years old. 

 Jacopo was 12 years old. 

 They wore shabby dress. 

 They were hard-working and kind. 

 They were helpful to the narrator. 

 Before the war, they led a happy life. 

 After the war, they led a sad life 

 A bomb ruined their happy life. 

 Their father was killed and sister was affected by spine TB. 

She was hospitalized.   

 They did various jobs to pay their sister’s medical fee. 

 They looked after their sister carefully. 

 They sacrificed their childhood joy. 

 Their sacrifice attracted the author.  

Hence, the author called them ‘Gentlemen’. 
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Illegible - that cannot be understood/ unclear – 

   Your handwriting is illegible. 

e)  Conscience – inner mind – 

  His conscience does not agree to that view. 

 Conscious – be aware of –  

  He is conscious of his wrong doing. 

f)  Industrial – of factories –  

  Tirupur is an industrial city. 

 Industrious – be active – 

   Japanese are industrious by nature. 

g)  Eminent – famous,/highly distinguished  

  Sir C.V. Raman is an eminent scientist of 

Trichy.  

 Imminent - something bad is going to happen soon  

  A flood is imminent during heavy monsoon. 

h)  Illicit - illegal - 

 Elicit – getting or obtaining by force or threat 

   The police tried to elicit information from the 

man in connection with his illicit contact with 

terrorists. 

i) Prescribed – recommended  

  The doctor prescribed some pills. 

 Proscribed – banned 

  Some proscribed books are available in the 

second hand bookshop. 

j)  Affect – suffer  

  Smoking affects health. 

 effect – consequent 

   Advertisements have great effect on sales. 

k)  oral – spoken  

  The headmaster gave oral instructions. 

 aural – listening 

  Now a days, aural skills are not up to the mark 

in students. 

l)  Born – birth 

   I was born on Friday. 

 borne – carried  

  The Pandian express borne doctors to Chennai. 

(ii) Fill in the blanks with suitable Homophones or 

Confusables. (Text Page 6) 

Wallet   valet 

hoard   horde 

fairy   fiery 

desert   dessert 

medal   meddle 

night   knight 

wait   weight 

sweet   sweat 

yoke   yolk 

plain   plane 

grown   groan 

might   mite 

earn   yearn 

quite   quiet 

c) Give the meanings of the following phrasal verbs 

and frame sentences using them. (Text Page 7) 

Cut off – chop - We must cut off bad and immoral 

friendship. 

Come upon – to meet by chance – I came upon my 

school mate while going to the mall. 

Put out – extinguish - We must put out the fire. 

Draw up – to arrive in a place - A taxi drew up outside 

the hotel. 

Pass out – faint - He passed out due to the hot sun. 

Take off – leaving from the surface – The plane took 

off at 7 p.m. 

Turn away – refuse - The manager turned away the 

advice given by Mani. 

Stand by – always supportive and loyal - We knew they 

would stand by us no matter what we’d done. 

Bank on – depend on – He banks on his aged parents 

since he is unemployed. 

d) Read the list of words formed by adding suffixes: 

Frequent   frequently 

Satisfy   satisfaction 

Willing   willingness 

Comfort   comfortable 

Resemble   resemblance 

Noble   nobility 

Form two derivatives from each of the following 

words by adding prefixes and suffixes: 

Word Prefix Suffix 

Patient impatient patiently 

Honour dishonor honourable 

Respect disrespect respectful 

Manage mismanage management 

Fertile infertile fertility 

Different indifferent differently 

Friend befriend friendly/friendship 
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obey  disobey obedienct/obedience 

 

 

Listening (Page 7) 

Now, you are going to listen to the cautionary 

instructions that are given to the general public 

living in flood-prone areas. Listen carefully and 

complete the following sentences. 

a) The announcement was made by the Department of 

Disaster Management. 

b) Widespread heavy rains are expected from the early 

hours of Sunday. 

c) The public is asked to find out the locations of the 

closest flood shelters available and routes to 

reach them. 

d) An emergency kit should contain water bottles, 

biscuit packets and medical supplies, torch light 

and a whistle to signal for help. 

e) A list of emergency telephone numbers should be 

displayed on the wall. 

f) Important documents can be secured by keeping them 

in a waterproof case. 

g) Damage to refrigerators can be avoided by leaving 

their doors open. 

h) Mobile phones should be charged to enable the 

marooned to contact their friends, relatives and 

emergency services. 

i) Sandbags should be placed in the toilet bowls to 

prevent sewage inflow  

j) Listen to the periodic news updates through your 

portable communication devices and follow the 

instructions implicitly 

 

Task 1 (Page 8) 

 On the occasion of World Environment Day, you 

have been asked to deliver a speech during morning 

assembly on the importance of tree planting. 

Write the speech in about 100 - 150 words. 

 [Introduction, Suggested value points: Pollution 

control – Medicine-- Necessary for wild life - 

Cause rainfall, Conclusion] 

 Tree plantation is good for the environment. 

Everyone knows that trees are the source of oxygen. 

They inhale carbon dioxide and exhale oxygen 

without which the survival of living beings is not 

possible on earth. Apart from inhaling carbon 

dioxide, trees also absorb various harmful gases 

including sulfur dioxide and carbon monoxide and 

also filter harmful pollutants from the atmosphere 

thereby providing us fresher and cleaner air to 

breath. The growing amount of air pollution caused 

by the smoke emitted by vehicles and factories can 

be controlled only if we plant more trees. However, 

this is not the only reason why tree plantation is 

important. It offers several other benefits. Some of 

the top advantages of growing trees include: 

 Providing fruits and leaves that serve as food for 

birds, animals as well as human beings.  

 Maintaining bio diversity. Providing wood, rubber 

and other raw materials that are used for 

manufacturing various goods such as furniture, 

doors, windows, utensils, stationary items and 

decorative items. Conservation of water.  

 Habitat for birds and animals. Climate Control.  

Preservation of soil.  Even though trees offer many 

benefits and are extremely important for 

maintaining the ecological balance, we are cutting 

them ruthlessly. So, tree plantation is essential to 

compensate for this loss.  

Task 2 (Page 9) 

Prepare a speech on “The importance of the reading 

habit” in about 100- 150 words using the hints given 

below together with your own ideas 

 [Introduction, Suggested value points : 

Knowledge enrichment – Skill development - 

Meaningful usage of time – Overall 

development, Conclusion] 

5 Reasons Why Reading Habits Are Important 

 Reading is one of the most fundamental skills. A 

child needs to learn to succeed in life. Developing 

good reading habits is vital to your child’s bright 

future. What can good reading habits do for your 

child’s development? Here are five reasons you 

should develop reading habits among children, and 

why they are so important. 

Reading develops vocabulary: The more your child 

reads, the more new words will find their way into 

his vocabulary. Reading allows for exposure to 
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words and phrases that you might not use as part of 

normal speech. “When you read aloud to your 

child, you are not only helping to prepare her to 

learn to read, you are also exposing her to rich 

language she otherwise might not hear,” states 

Susan Caviars, Ph.D, a specialist in language and 

literacy development. 

Reading increases attention span: Encouraging good 

reading habits from an early age develops your 

child’s attention span and allows them to focus 

better and for longer periods of time. Reading 

combats the epidemic of poor attention span in 

today’s children. 

Good reading habits prepare children for school: 

Children who spend a lot of time reading prior to 

attending school will have an easier time adapting 

to the reading-focused learning environment in their 

future classrooms. 

Developing reading habits early leads to a lifelong 

love of books: Children who start reading regularly 

from an early age are more likely to enjoy reading 

later in life. This will serve them well throughout 

their education and beyond. 

Reading encourages a thirst for knowledge: Children 

with good reading habits learn more about the 

world around them, and develop an interest in other 

cultures. Reading leads to asking questions, and 

seeking answers, which means children learn more 

every day. You can teach your child good reading 

habits and motivate them to read by: Reading to 

them from a young age, as early as possible 

Modelling good reading habits by taking the time to 

read yourself Encouraging conversations about 

content of what your child has been reading. 

Encouraging good reading habits and modelling 

them as well sets up a parent as a role model for the 

love of reading. Susan B. Neuman, Ph.D, director 

of the Center for the Improvement of Early Reading 

Achievement at the University of Michigan,says 

teaching motivation is key. “Children develop 

motivation to read by being read to often, learning 

firsthand the pleasures that reading can bring.” 

 

 

 

Grammar 

Tenses 

Task 1 

Tick the correct options and complete the dialogue. 

A:  Hello. What do you watch / are you watching?  

B:  A programme about the Jallian Wala Bagh 

massacre, which I recorded last night. 

 I study / I’m studying about it this term. 

A:  All that I know / I’ve known about it is that 

hundreds of people died / had died in it. Know, 

died 

B:  Yes, it was much, much worse than anyone has 

expected / had expected. It went on / has gone on 

for hours. Do you want / Have you wanted to 

watch the programme with me? Had expected. 

Went on, do you want 

A:  No, thanks. I’ve got to do some veena practice. I’ve 

just remembered / I just remembered that we’ve 

got a concert tomorrow, and I don’t have / haven’t 

had time I’ve jist remembered, don’t have 

B:  OK. I’ve already done / I already did my practice, 

so I’ve got time to watch TV. See you later. I;ve 

already done 

Task 2 

Complete the sentences with the correct tense form 

of the verbs in brackets. 

a) Tell (tell) me exactly what had happened (happen) 

last night! 

b) Mrs. Mageswari is my Maths teacher. 

 She has been teaching (teach) me for four years. 

c) I have never thought (never /think) of a career in 

medicine before I spoke to my Biology teacher but 

now I am seriously considering (seriously/ 

consider) it. 

d) Oh no! I have forgotten (forget) to bring my 

assignment! What am I going to do? 

 This is the second time I did (do) this! 

e) I can’t remember what my teacher had said (say) 

yesterday about our homework. I did not listen (not 

listen) properly because Hussain has talked (talk) 

to me at the same time. 

f) Last year we went (go) on a school trip to 

Kanyakumari. We had (have) a very interesting 

time. 

 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 480 

 
 

PENGUIN 23 XII - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com                www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972  To order on the internet : 
                         https://penguinbooks.in/product/12th-penguin-english-main-book/ 
 

g) At the moment I (think) about what course to pursue 

next year but I (not make) a final decision yet. 

h) I (get) up at 7 every morning but this morning I 

(sleep) for a long time and I (not get) up until 8. 

Task 3 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs 

given in the brackets. 

a) Everyone was sleeping when the earthquake hit the 

small town. (sleep) 

b) Evangelene quit her job a couple of years ago. (quit) 

c) Where did you spend your last holidays? (you 

spend) 

d) I think Suresh will leave for Tiruvallur next morning. 

(leave) 

e) I was angry that I had made such a mistake (make). 

f) My mother was tired yesterday because she had not 

slept well the night before (not sleep). 

g) Her parents have been in Coimbatore for two weeks 

from today (be). 

h) Nothing happened much when I got to the meeting 

(happen). 

i) Scientists predict that by 2050, man will be landing  

on Mars. (land)  

j) Sh! Someone is listening to our conversation! (listen)  

k) The plane will take off in a few minutes. (take) 

l) They had talked about me when I interrupted their 

conversation. (talk) 

m) Justin and his parents are living in an apartment 

right now because they can’t find a cheap house. 

(live) 

n) Rajini Prem’s family is in Chengalpet now. (be). 

o) Yusuf goes to the movies once in a while. (go) 

p) This is an easy quiz so far (be). 

q) Our team did not win any games last year. (not win) 

r) We saw a wonderful film at the cinema last night. 

(see) 

s) Hurry up! The movie has already begun. (already 

begin) 

Modal auxiliaries 

Task 1 

Fill in the blanks with modal auxiliaries. 

a) The candidates can/ could / will answer five out of 

ten questions.  

b) How dare you open my bag?  

c) Tajudeen will finish this work by Monday.  

d) Need I go to school today?  

e) I wish you would tell me the truth.  

f) Poonam could not catch the bus yesterday.  

g) People who live in glass houses should not throw 

stones.  

h) You need not go to the market as I have brought 

vegetables.  

i) Need you have taken all this trouble?  

j) You must be joking.  

k) I tried to climb up the tree, but could not.  

l) Hima Das ran so fast that she could win the medal.  

m) You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it 

drink.  

n) I would like to have a cup of coffee.  

o) My grandfather used to visit this temple when he 

was young.  

Task 2  

Complete the following sentences with modals using 

the clues given.  

a) You should help the needy. (moral obligation)  

b) If I were you, I would not behave like that. 

(conditional sentence)  

c) I should never tell a lie. (determination)  

d) My uncle might have reached by now. (possibility) 

e) The patient is critical. He must be taken to the 

hospital.(compulsion)  

f) I used to play hockey when I was a student. (past 

habit)  

g) You should not attend my class. (order)  

h) He may come today. (remote possibility)  

i) You should follow the traffic rules. (regulation)  

j) He will play the match. (willingness)  

k) You need not waste time on it. (necessity)  

l) Had the doctor come in time, he could / would have 

saved the patient.(probability)  

Task 1 (B.Pg.15) 

Read what these people say and rewrite as sentences. 

1. Raja said, “I am very busy”. 

 Raja said that he was very busy. 

2. Satya said,” I have completed my work”. 

 Satya said that she had completed her work. 

3. Johnson said,” I don’t like to go out”. 

 Johnson said that he didn’t like to go out. 
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4. Akshita stated,”I have just come back from 

Chennai”. 

 Akshita stated that she had just come back from 

Chennai. 

5. Jayan said,” I am learning English”. 

 Jayan said that he was learning English. 

6. Madhu said, “I bought a pen yesterday”. 

 Madhu said that she had bought a pen the day 

before. 

7. Joseph and Mary said,” We will go shopping 

tomorrow”. 

 Joseph and Mary said that they would go shopping 

the next day/the following day. 

8. Afsar and Ayesha said,” We can’t attend the 

party”. 

 Afsar and Ayesha said that they couldn’t attend the 

party. 

9. Satish said ,”How are you?”. 

 Satish asked me how I was. 

10. Victor said,” I am fine. Thank you”. 

 Victor replied that he was fine and thanked him. 

Task 2 

Read the following dialogue and complete the report 

in the space provided. 

a) 

Priya :  Where are you going? 

Vijay :  I am going to the railway station. 

Priya : Why are you going there? 

Vijay :  I want to receive my uncle who is coming from 

 Bangalore.  

Priya asked Vijay (a) where he was going. 

Vijay replied (b) that he was going to the railway 

station. 

Priya further inquired (c) the reason for going to the 

railway station (or) why he was going there.  

Vijay stated that (d) he wanted to receive his uncle 

who is coming from Banglaore. 

b) 

Teacher : Why are you late? 

Divya   : I missed the bus. 

Teacher : You should have reached the bus stop on 

     time. 

 

Divya   : My grandmother is ill. So, I had  to take her 

    to the doctor. 

Teacher : I am sorry. What ails her? 

Divya   : She has high fever. 

The teacher asked Divya why she was late. 

Divya replied that (a) she had missed the bus.The 

teacher told her that (b) she should have reached the 

bus stop on time. Divya said that her grandmother was 

ill so she had to take her to the doctor. The teacher felt 

sorry and further asked her (c) what ailed her. Divya 

explained that she (d) had high fever. 

Task 3 

Rewrite the following passage in indirect speech. (B. 

Pg 16) 

 Pradeep got out of bed with much excitement. “It is 

going to be a lovely sunny day,” he remarked to his 

sister Varshini. 

Ans :  Pradeep got out of bed with much 

 excitement and  remarked to his sister 

 Varshini that it was going to be  a lovely 

 sunny day. 

 “ Just let me sleep a bit longer, Pradeep,” Varshini 

begged, “and since you are feeling so enthusiastic,” 

she suggested, “Why don’t you go and help mother 

in cooking?” 

Ans :  Varshini begged her brother Praddep to let 

 her sleep a bit longer and she suggested him 

 why he didn’t go and help mother in cooking 

 since he was feeling so enthusiastic. 

 “ Sure, I will”, said Pradeep. “Can I help you, 

mum?”, he said to his mother. 

Ans :  Pradeep assured her sister and asked his 

 mother if he could help her.  

 “ Yes, of course. There are idlis and vadas on the 

dining table. Have your breakfast.” 

Ans:  Pradeep’s mother reblied that there were 

 idlis and vadas on the dining table and asked 

 him to have his breakfast. 

 “ Thank you, mum; I’ll surely help you by eating 

them.” 

Ans:  Pradeep thanked his mother and said that 

 he’d surely help her by eating them. 
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Eric Arthur Blair (25 June 1903

name George Orwell, was an English novelist, essayist, journalist and critic 

whose work is marked by clear prose, awareness of social iniquity, opposition 

to totalitarianism and candid support of democratic socialism. Orwell wrote 

literary criticism, poetry, fiction and polemical journalism. He is best known 

for the allegorical novella Animal Farm

Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949). In 2008, 

of “The 50 greatest British writers since 1945”.
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Eric Arthur Blair (25 June 1903–21 January 1950), better known by his pen 

name George Orwell, was an English novelist, essayist, journalist and critic 

whose work is marked by clear prose, awareness of social iniquity, opposition 

id support of democratic socialism. Orwell wrote 

literary criticism, poetry, fiction and polemical journalism. He is best known 

Animal Farm(1945) and the dystopian novel 

(1949). In 2008, The Times ranked him second on a list 

of “The 50 greatest British writers since 1945”. 

 
A NICE TEA IN NICE CUP 

 
Tea leaves are being plucked 

 
Manufaturation of tea powder 

 
Machines at preparation of tea 

powder 

 
Tea kettle Easy steps of making tea

Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
 

 XII - ENGLISH 

         www.penguinbooks.in 
the internet : 

-penguin-english-main-book/ 

 

 

 

21 January 1950), better known by his pen 

whose work is marked by clear prose, awareness of social iniquity, opposition 

second on a list 

 
a live view of Tea estate 

 
Creamiess tea 

 
Easy steps of making tea 
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George Orwell framed 11 

golden rules of making tea 

Indian Tea is “A nice cup 

of Tea” 

Choose Indian or Ceylonese Tea Should be made in small quantities 

Pot should be warmed beforehand Tea should be strong 

Tea should be put straight into the Pot Take the tea pot to the table 

After making tea, give the pot a good shake Drink tea in a cylindrical cup 

Pour the cream off the milk Pour tea into the cup 

Drink without sugar 
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a) Here are a few varieties of tea. How many of these have you tasted?

Tick the boxes. 

 Herbal Tea Ice Tea     

 Green Tea Black Tea
I have tasted almost all the kinds of tea except ice tea.

b) You would have seen lovely packets of tea on the shelves in supermarkets and shops. Have you ever wondered 

how tea powder is obtained from the plants?

Look at the pictures and describe the process.

 
 

 “A Nice Cup of tea” was written by George Orwell. It was first published in the London Evening Standard. This 

essay is about the art of making tea. In this essay, Orwell frames eleven golden rules of making tea. They are

 One should prefer Indian or C

 Tea should be made in small quantities.. The teapot should be made of china or earthenware.

 The pot should be warmed beforehand.

 Tea should be strong. 

 It should be put straight into the pot.

 Tea should be taken to the kettle directly.

 After making the tea, one should stir it well or one should shake the pot.

 Tea should be drunk in a cylindrical cup.

 One should remove the cream from milk.

 One should pour tea into the cup first.

 Tea should be drunk without sugar.

 

PROSE ENGLISH

I you look up ‘tea’ in the first cookery book that comes 

to hand you will probably find that it is unmentioned; or 

at most you will find a few lines of sketchy instructions 

which give no ruling on several of the most important 

points. 

This is curious, not only because tea is one of the main 

stays of civilization in this country, as well as in Eire, 

Australia and New Zealand, but because the best manner 
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a) Here are a few varieties of tea. How many of these have you tasted? 

    Lemon Tea      
Black Tea Tea with Milk 

almost all the kinds of tea except ice tea. 

b) You would have seen lovely packets of tea on the shelves in supermarkets and shops. Have you ever wondered 

how tea powder is obtained from the plants? 

Look at the pictures and describe the process. 

 
“A Nice Cup of tea” was written by George Orwell. It was first published in the London Evening Standard. This 

essay is about the art of making tea. In this essay, Orwell frames eleven golden rules of making tea. They are

One should prefer Indian or Ceylonese tea. 

Tea should be made in small quantities.. The teapot should be made of china or earthenware.

The pot should be warmed beforehand. 

 

should be put straight into the pot. 

Tea should be taken to the kettle directly. 

aking the tea, one should stir it well or one should shake the pot. 

Tea should be drunk in a cylindrical cup. 

One should remove the cream from milk. 

One should pour tea into the cup first. 

Tea should be drunk without sugar. 

 

PROSE ENGLISH ghlk; jkpo;

you look up ‘tea’ in the first cookery book that comes 

to hand you will probably find that it is unmentioned; or 

at most you will find a few lines of sketchy instructions 

which give no ruling on several of the most important 

ePq;fs; Kjd;Kjyhf B vd;

rikaw;fiy E}ypy; Njbdhy; mjpy; 

Fwpg;gplg;gl;bUf;fhJ. 

nghpajhf Fwpg;Gfspy; vOjg;gl;bUf;Fk;. 

,Ue;jNghjpYk; mjpy; ve;j rl;lKk;

Fwpg;GfSk; ,Uf;fhJ.

This is curious, not only because tea is one of the main 

stays of civilization in this country, as well as in Eire, 

Australia and New Zealand, but because the best manner 

,J kpfTk; Mh;tkhdJ

kpfTk; Kf;fpakhd ,lj;jpy; ehfhPfq;fspy;

ehLfspy; jUfpd;wd. mNj Nghy; vah;> 
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b) You would have seen lovely packets of tea on the shelves in supermarkets and shops. Have you ever wondered 

 

“A Nice Cup of tea” was written by George Orwell. It was first published in the London Evening Standard. This 

essay is about the art of making tea. In this essay, Orwell frames eleven golden rules of making tea. They are 

Tea should be made in small quantities.. The teapot should be made of china or earthenware. 

ghlk; jkpo; 

ePq;fs; Kjd;Kjyhf B vd;W cq;fs; ifapYs;s 

rikaw;fiy E}ypy; Njbdhy; mjpy; 

Mdhy; rpy thpfspy; 

nghpajhf Fwpg;Gfspy; vOjg;gl;bUf;Fk;. 

mjpy; ve;j rl;lKk;> rpy Kf;fpa 

Fwpg;GfSk; ,Uf;fhJ. 

,J kpfTk; Mh;tkhdJ. Vndd;why; B vd;gJ 

kpfTk; Kf;fpakhd ,lj;jpy; ehfhPfq;fspy;> rpy 

. mNj Nghy; vah;> 
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of making it is the subject of violent disputes. M];jpNuypah> epA+rpyhe;J ehLfSk; ‘B’ f;F 

Kf;fpaj;Jtk; cs;sJ. Mdhy; vg;gb ed;whf 

cUthf;Fk; Kiw vd;w jiyg;gpy; kpfg;gaq;fukhd 

Nkhjy;fs; cs;sJ. 

When I look through may own recipe for the perfect cup 

of tea, I find no fewer that eleven outstanding points. On 

perhaps two of them there would be pretty general 

agreement, but at least four others are acutely 

controversial. Here are my own eleven rules, every one 

of which I regard as golden: 

ehd; vdJ nrhe;j nra;Kiwapy; xU rhpahd 

Nfhg;ig NjePh; jahhpf;f Ntz;Lk; vd epidj;j 

NghJ Fiwe;j gf;fq;fspy; Kf;fpa Fwpg;Gfs; 

fz;Nld;. xUNtis mtw;wpy; ,uz;L kpf mofhd 

nghJthd xg;ge;jk;. Mdhy; mjpy; kw;w ehd;F 

$h;ikahd rh;r;irf;Fhpait. ,itjhd; vdJ 

gjpndhU rl;lq;fs; xt;nthd;Wk; jq;fk; 

Nghd;witahf ehd; kjpf;fpNwd;. 

First of all, one should use Indian or Ceylonese tea. 

China tea has virtues which are not to be despised 

nowadays-it is economical, and one can drink it without 

milk – but there is not much stimulation in it. One does 

not feel wiser, braver or more optimistic after drinking it. 

Anyone who has used that comforting phrase ‘a nice cup 

of tea’ invariably means Indian tea.  

Kjyhtjhf ,e;jpad; my;yJ rpNyhd; ehl;L 

NjdPiu  

gad;gLj;JfpNwhk;. irdh NjdPh; jdpf;Fzk; 

tha;e;jJ. mJ jw;NghJ ,opthff; fUjg;gLfpwJ. 

mJ Fiwe;j nryTilaJ. ghy; ,y;yhky; mUe;j 

KbAk;. Mdhy; mjpy; mjpf J}z;Ljy; ,y;iy. 

,ijf; Fbj;jgpd; ahUf;Fk; typikahfNth> 

Gj;jprhypahfNth> mjpf ek;gpf;ifahfNth 

czh;tjpy;iy. ahh; me;j nrhw;nwhliu MWjyhd 

mUikahd xU Nfhg;ig NjdPh; vd;w nrhw;nwhliu 

cgNahfpf;fpwhh;fNsh cz;ikapy; mJ ,e;jpa 

NjdPH;.  

Secondly, tea should be made in small quantities – that 

is, in a teapot. Tea out of an urn is always tasteless, while 

army tea, made in a cauldron, tastes of grease and 

whitewash. The teapot should be made of china or 

earthenware. Silver or Britannia ware teapots produce 

inferior tea and enamel pots are worse; though curiously 

enough a pewter teapot (a rarity nowadays) is not so bad.  

,uz;lhtjhf>  

NjdPh; vg;NghJk; rpwpa mstpy; jahhpf;fg;gl 

Ntz;Lk; mjhtJ jdPf;nfz;bapy; NjdPh; 

nfz;bapy; jahhpf;ftpy;iynad;why; UrpapUf;fhJ. 

mNjNtisapy; ,uhZtj;jpy; NjdPh; nfhg;giuapy; 

jahhpf;fg;gLk; Rz;zhk;G kw;Wk; vz;izg; gpRf;F> 

UrpAk; Nrh;e;J ,Uf;Fk;. irdhtpy; NjdPh; kz; 

gPq;fhd;> rpy;th;> gphpj;jhdpah cNyhfk;  

Nghd;wtw;wpy; nra;ag;gl;l NjdPh; nfz;bfspy; 

cUthf;fg;gLk; NjdPh; jho;thd my;yJ G+r;R 

G+rg;gl;l ghidfs; kpfTk; Nkhrkhditahf ,Ue;j 

NghjpYk; Mh;t kpFjpahy; fhhPa NjdPh; nfz;b 

mt;tsT nfLjy; ,y;iy. (,it jw;NghJ ,y;iy)  

Thirdly, the pot should be warmed beforehand. This is 

better done by placing it on the hob than by the usual 

method of swilling it out with hot water. Fourthly, the 

tea should be strong. For a pot holding a quart, if you are 

going to fill it nearly to the brim, six heaped teaspoons  

would be about right. In a time of rationing, this is not an 

idea that can be realized on every day of the week, but I 

maintain that one strong cup of tea is better that twenty 

weak ones. All true tea lovers not only like their tea 

strong, but like it a little stronger with each year that 

%d;whtjhf 

Kjypy; ghid #LgLj;jg;gl Ntz;Lk;. ,g;gb 

nra;tJ ey;yJ Kjypy; ghidia v‡F mLg;gpy; 

itj;J gpwF vg;NghJk; nra;Ak; Kiwapy; 

nfhs;fydpy; itj;J nfhjpePiu Cw;w Ntz;Lk;.  

ehd;fhtjhf  

NjdPh; nfl;bahf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. ghidapy; 

fhy;gq;F msT tpspk;G tiu mijj; Njapiyahy; 

epug;g Ntz;Lk;. MW Ftpay; fuz;b msT rhpahf 

,Uf;Fk;. ,J gw;whf;Fiwahf ,Uf;fhJ. Mdhy; 

fpf;fhd xU Nfhg;ig ey;y NjdPh; ,UgJ thu 
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passes – a fact which is recognized in the extra ration 

issued to old – age pensioners. 

NjdPiu tpl rpwe;jJ. NjdPh; ,urpfh;fs; tYthd 

NjdPiu tpUk;GtJ ,y;iy. Mdhy; rpwpJ tYthf 

tpUk;Ggth; xt;nthUthplKk; fle;j gpd;Dk; 

tNahjpf Xa;T nghUs; ngWgth;fSf;F kl;Lk; 

mjpfg;gbahf Njapiy $Ly; gq;fhf toq;fg;gl;lJ.  

Fifthly, the tea should be put straight into the pot. No 

strainers, muslin bags or other devices to imprison the 

tea. In some countries teapots are fitted with little 

dangling baskets under the spout to catch the stray 

leaves, which are supposed to be harmful. Actually one 

can swallow tea-leaves inconsiderable quantities without 

ill effect, and if the tea is not loose in the pot it never 

infuses properly 

Ie;jhtjhf 

NjdPh; ,iy> Neubahff; nfz;bapy; Nghl Ntz;Lk;. 

tbg;ghdpNyh> ,Nyrhd igapNyh my;yJ NtW 

ghj;jpuq;fspNyh Nghl;L B ,iyia rpiwg;gpbf;f 

$lhJ. xU rpy ehLfspy; NjdPh; nfz;b njhq;Fk; 

filfspy; tbfl;lg;gLfpwJ. ntspj;jz;L 

Foha;fSf;fbapy; kPjpAs;s ,iyfs; 

gpbf;fg;gLfpd;wd. mit mjpfk; jPq;F tpistpf;ff; 

$bait. rhjhuzkhf xUrpy B ,iyfs; 

thapypl;L nky;yyhk; jPq;F VJkpy;iy. ghidapy; B 

,iyfs;  

jdpj;jdpahf ,y;yhtpby; mjdhy; rhpahf fyf;f 

KbahJ. 

Sixthly, one should take the teapot to the kettle and not 

the other way about. The water should be actually 

boiling at the moment of impact, which means that one 

should keep it on the flame while one pours. Some 

people add that one should only use water that has been 

freshly brought to the boil, but I have never noticed that 

it makes any difference.Seventhly, after making the tea, 

one should stir it, or better, give the pot a good shake, 

afterwards allowing the leaves to settle.  

Mwhtjhf 

NjdPh; NghLtjw;F xUth; NjdPh; nfz;bia kl;Lnk  

cgNahfpf;f Ntz;Lk;. NtWtopapy;iy. jz;zPH; 

me;j  

epkplj;jpy;> #LgLj;jg;gl Ntz;Lk;. Cw;Wtjw;F 

Kd;dhy; mJ jP ehf;Ffspy; ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. 

xUrpy kf;fs; Gjpa jz;zPh; nfhz;L te;J 

cgNahfpg;ghh;fs;. Mdhy; vdJ ve;j tpj;jpahrKk; 

,Jtiu njhpatpy;iy. 

Vohtjhf 

NjdPh; jahhpj;j gpd; ed;F Mw;w Ntz;Lk; my;yJ 

nfz;bia ed;whf Ml;l Ntz;Lk;. mjd;gpd; 

,itfis mbapy; jq;ftpl Ntz;Lk;. 

Eighthly, one should drink out of a good breakfast up – 

that is, the cylindrical type of cup, not the flat, shallow 

type. The breakfast cup holds more, and with the other 

kind one’s tea is always half cold before one has well 

started on it. Ninthly, one should pour the cream off the 

milk before using it for tea. Milk that is too creamy 

always gives tea a sickly taste. 

vl;lhtjhf 

xUth;> xU Nfhg;ig epiwa ,ilNtisapy;  

NjdPh; gUf Ntz;Lk;. mJ xU cUis tbt 

Nfhg;ig> jl;il my;y Mokw;w Nfhg;igahf ,Uf;f 

Ntz;Lk;. fhiy czT Nfhg;ig epiwa gpbf;Fk; 

,y;iynad;why; NjdPh; miuf;Fspuhf ,Uf;f 

Ntz;Lk;. mg;NghJjhd; Jtq;f ed;whf ,Uf;Fk;.  

xd;gjhtjhf 

mjd;Nky; ghypd; ntz;izia Cw;w Ntz;Lk;. 

NjePuhf Fbf;FKd; vg;NghJk; ghypy; ntz;iz 

mjpfkpUe;jhy; NjePh; ed;whapUf;fhJ.  

Tenthly, one should pour tea into the cup first. This is 

one of the most controversial points of all; indeed in 

every family in Britain there are probably two schools of 

thought on the subject. The milk-first school can bring 

forward some fairly strong arguments, but I maintain that 

gj;jhtjhf 

Kjypy; NjdPiu Nfhg;igapDs; Cw;w Ntz;Lk;.  

,Jjhd; kpfTk; mjpfkhd rh;r;irf;Fhpa rl;lk; 

cz;ikapy; gphpl;ldpYs;s midj;J 

FLk;gq;fspYk; ,J gw;wp ,uz;L tpjkhd 
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my own argument is unanswerable. This is that, by 

putting the tea in first and stirring as one pours, one can 

exactly regulate the amount of milk whereas one is liable 

to put in too much milk if one does it the other way 

round.  

fUj;Jf;fs; Nghjpf;fg;gLfpd;wd. xU rpy 

Mzpj;jukhd tpthjq;fs;. ,jpy; gjpyspf;f 

Kbahjit. Kjypy; ghy; vd;W nrhy;Yk; NghJ rpy 

Mzpj;jukhd mofhd tpthjq;fis rpy gs;spfs; 

Kd; nfhz;L te;J itf;fpd;wd. NjdPh; Kjypy; 

ed;F tbj;J Cw;wpagpd; xUtd; rhpahd tpfpjj;jpy; 

Nghjpa msT ghiyr; Nrh;f;fyhk;. xU rpyh; 

mjpfg;gbahd ghiyr; Nrh;f;f tpUk;gyhk; mJ 

mtuth; tpUg;gk; Nghd;wJ.  

Lastly, tea – unless one is drinking it In the Russian style 

– should be drunk without sugar. I know very well that I 

am in a minority here. But still, how can you call 

yourself a true tea lover if you destroy the flavor of your 

tea by putting sugar in it? It would be equally reasonable 

to put in pepper or salt. If you sweeten it, you are no 

longer tasting the tea, you are merely tasting the sugar; 

you could make a very similar drink by dissolving sugar 

in plain hot water. Some people would answer that they 

don’t like tea in itself, that they only drink it in order to 

be warmed and stimulated, and they need sugar to take 

the taste away. To those misguided people I would say: 

Try drinking tea without sugar for, say, a fortnight and  

it is very unlikely that you will ever want to ruin your tea 

by sweetening it again.  

filrpahf 

NjdPh; u\;ad; Kiwapy; Fbf;ftpy;iynad;why;  

,dpg;gpy;yhky; Fbf;f Ntz;Lk;. vdf;F ed;F 

njhpAk; ehd; ,q;F rpWghhd;ikapdh;. Mdhy;> 

,d;Wk; eP vg;gb vd;id $g;gpLtha; ePq;fs; 

cz;ikahd NjdPh; mgpkhdp. ,dpg;ig mjDld; 

Nrh;j;jhy; eP mjd; Ritia khw;wp tpLfpwha;. 

mNjNghy; rk msT kpsF my;yJ cg;ig Nrh;g;gJk; 

fhuzkhdNj. eP ,dpg;ig Nrh;j;jhy; cd;dhy; Bapd; 

Ritia czu KbahJ. eP ,NjNghy; NtnwhU 

ghdj;ij cUthf;fyhk;. ntWk; ePhpy; ,dpg;ig 

fye;J> rpy kf;fs; gjpyspg;gh; mth;fSf;Fj; 

jdpahf NjdPh; gpbf;fhnjd;W mjdhy; mth;fs; 

Fbf;fpwhh;fs;. ePiur; R+lhf;fp Njapiyia J}z;bl 

,dpg;G Ntz;Lk;. Bapd; Ritiag; Nghf;f 

,dpg;gpy;yhky; NjdPh; Fbf;f KaYq;fs;. mjd; gpd; 

15 ehl;fSf;F gpd; ePq;fNs  

nrhy;tPh;fs; vdf;F NjdPh; ,dpg;Gld; 

gpbf;fhnjd;W. ePq;fs; vg;NghjhtJ cq;fs; NjdPiu 

,dpg;ig Nrh;j;J kPz;Lk; mopf;f tpUk;GfpwPh;fsh? 

These are not the only controversial points to arise in  

connection with tea drinking, but they are sufficient to 

show how subtilized the whole business has become. 

There is also the mysterious social etiquette surrounding 

the teapot (why is it considered vulgar to drink out of 

your saucer, for instance?) and much might be written 

about the subsidiary uses of tea leaves, such as telling 

fortunes, predicting the arrival of visitors, feeding 

rabbits, healing burns and sweeping the carpet. It is 

worth paying attention to such details as warming the pot 

and using water that is really boiling, so as to make quite 

sure of wringing out of one’s ration the twenty  

good, strong cups of that two ounces, properly handled, 

ought to represent. (Taken from The collected Essays, 

Journalism and etters of George Orwell, Volume 3, 

1943-45, Penguin ISBN, 0-14-00-3153-7) 

mitfs; ntWk; rh;f;iff;Fhpa Gs;spfs; my;y. 

NjdPh; Fbg;gJ njhlh;ghf vOe;jit. Mdhy; mit 

NghJkhd msT fl;lg;gl;Ls;sJ. mNjNghy;> 

kh;kkhd r%fg; gz;ghL NjdPh; nfz;bia 

Rw;wpAs;sJ (Vd; ,J xU Kf;fpakhdjhf cs;sJ 

Nfhg;igapy; cldbahf NjdPh; Cw;wp Fbg;gJ) 

mNjNghy; Njapiyapd; gpw cgNahfq;fs; gw;wp 

epiwa vOjg;gl;Ls;sJ. mNjNghy; tpUe;jpdh; tUk; 

NghJ nfhLj;jy; mjph;\;lk; tUk; vdr; nrhy;Yjy;> 

KaYf;F nfhLj;jy;> fhaq;fis Mw;Wjy;> fiwgl;l 

fk;gspfis Jilf;f B ,iy gad;gLfpwJ. 

Kf;fpakhf ,jpy; ftdk; nrYj;Jjy; Ntz;Lk;. 

NjdPh; nfz;bia R+LgLj;Jjy; cz;ikapy; 

nfhjpf;Fk; ePiu gad;gLj;Jjy;. mjdhy; B ,iyia 

KWf;fp gpope;J ,e;j nfLgpbahd gq;fPL fhyj;jpy; 

,UgJ tYthd NjdPh; Nfhg;igfs;> ,uz;L 

mTd;]; B ,iyfis rhpahd tifapy; 

ifahz;lhy; fl;lhak; fpilf;Fk;. 
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Word Meaning Word Meaning 

curious  -  interesting controversial  -  arguable/ disputable 

virtues  -  admirable qualities despised  - hated 

stimulation  -  excitement optimistic  -  positive/ hopeful 

cauldron  

 

-  a big pot used for boiling rationing  -  restricting the consumption of a scarce 

commodity during war 

dangling  

 

-  hanging freely/ suspended spout  -  the pipe-like opening in a teapot 

through which tea is poured out 

liable  

 

-  responsible mysterious  -  incomprehensible 

etiquette  -  socially acceptable behavior   

 

 

Hard Words Meaning jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

cauldron   -  a big pot used for boiling. ePiu nfhjpf;f itf;Fk; nghpa ghid 

dangling  -  hanging freely/ suspended njhq;Fjy; 

etiquette  -  socially acceptable rKjhak; xg;G nfhz;l tof;fq;fs; 

hob   -  flat top part of a cooking stove mLg;gpd; jl;ilahd Nky;gFjp 

pewter  -  a grey alloy of tin with copper and 

antimony 

jfuk;> nrk;G kw;Wk; md;bnkhdp Mfpa 

cNyhfq;fs; Nrh;e;j  

rhk;gy; epw ghj;jpuk; 

quart  -  a unit of liquid capacity jputk; msf;Fk; msT 

rationing   -  restricting the consumption of a scarce 

commodity during war. 

Nghhpd; NghJ fl;Lg;gLj;jg;gl;l mstpy; 

tpdpNahfpf;fg;gLk; jl;Lg;ghlhd nghUs;. 

spout  -  the pipe like opening in a teapot 

through which tea is poured out, 

NjePh; ghj;jpuj;jpd; Kfg;gpy; Foha; NghYs;s 

mikg;G (mjd; topNa NjePh; epug;g ,aYk;). 

swilling  -  wash or rinse by pouring large 

amounts of water 

epiwa mstpy; ePiu Cw;wp myRjy;. 

 

 

Words Synonyms (,izr;nrhy;) Antonyms (vjph;nrhy;) 

Considerable  significant (fzprkhd) insignificant (mw;gkhd> Fiwe;j) 

Controversial  arguable / disputable (thjplf;$ba 

gpur;ridf;Fhpa)   

agreeable (Vw;Wf;nfhs;sj;jf;f) 

Curious 

  

interesting (Mh;tKs;s) uninteresting (Mh;tkpy;yhky;) 

Dangling  hanging freely/suspended (njhq;Fjy;) rigid (Mlhky;> mirahky;> jplkhf) 

Despised  hated (ntWj;jy;) loved (Nerpj;jy;) 

Etiquette  acceptable behaviour (Vw;Wf; nfhs;sj;jf;f 

Fzk;) 
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Wringing  extremely wet (<ukpFe;j)  extremely dry (kpf cyh;e;j) 

Forward  move towards (Kd;dhy; nfhz;L tUjy;)   backward (gpd;Df;F js;Sjy;) 

Invariably  always (vg;NghJk;> khw;wkpy;yhj) never (xUNghJkpy;yhj) 

Liable   responsible (nghWg;G) irresponsible (nghWg;gpy;yhj) 

Minority  the smaller number (rpWghd;ik) majority (ngUk;ghd;ik) 

Mysterious  incomprehensible (kh;kkhd) transparent (njspthd) 

Optimistic  positive/ hopeful (ey;y vz;zk;) pessimistic (ek;gpf;ifaw;w) 

Predicting 

  

anticipating (ey;y vz;zk; nfhz;l> 

cjTk; vz;zKila) 

ignore (fzpf;f Kbahj) 

Reasonable  agreeable (epahakhd) unreasonable (epahakw;w) 

Ruin   destroy (mopj;jy;> nfLj;jy;) create (cUthf;Fjy;) 

Subsidiary        supplementary (Jiz)  original/ capital (nropj;jy;> mry;) 

Subtilized  refined (Nrh;f;if Neh;j;jpahd 

J}a;ikaha;)     

unrefined (J}a;ikaw;w) 

Unanswerable  unexplainable (tpthpf;f ,ayhj) answerable (gjpyspj;jy;) 

Violent     rough / destructive (jPtpuk;> Kul;Lj;jdk;) calm / gentle (nkd;ikahd) 

Virtues   admirable qualities (kjpf;fj;jf;f gz;Gfs;) vice (jho;e;j Fzq;fs;> fsq;fk;) 

Worth   value (kjpg;G) worthless (kjpg;gw;w) 

 

 

Word Synonyms jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

Distinctive  -  clear -  njspthd 

Unmentioned  -  not mentioned / unnoted -  Fwpg;gplhj 

Important  -  significant -  Fwpg;gplj;jFe;j 

Disputes  -  differences -  NtWghLfs; 

General  -  common -  nghJthd 

Acutely  -  severely -  fLikahf 

Regard  -  consider -  fUJ 

Invariably  -  always -  Ïg;nghOJk; 

Inferior  -  low -  fPohd 

Beforehand  -  earlier -  Kd;dhy; 

Brim  -  edge -  tpspk;G 

Realize  -  feel -  czHjy; 

Recognized  -  identified -  mq;fPfhpf;fg;gl;l 

Strainers  -  filter -  tbfl;b 

Issued  -  distributed -  toq;fg;gl;l 

Devices  -  instruments -  fUtpfs; 

Infuses  -  fill -  epug;G 

Noticed  -  watched -  fz;fhzpj;jy; 

Stir  -  mix -  fyf;F 
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Controversial  -  disputable -  Kuzhd 

Sufficient  -  enough -  NghJkhd 

Subtilized  -  refined -  J}a;ikahf;fgl;l 

For instance  -  for example -  vLj;Jf;fhl;lhf 

Fortunes  -  good luck -  mjpH\;lk; 

Predicting  -  guessing -  A+fpj;jy; 

Feeding  -  offering food -  czHjy; 

Burns  -  injuries -  fhaq;fs; 

Healing  -  recovering -  Fzg;gLj;jpa gpd;G 

Stimulated  -  encouraged -  J}z;Lfpd;w 

 

 

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 

Following  X  preceeding Probably X  improbably 

Unmentioned  X  mentioned Few  X  many 

Several  X  few Important  X  unimportant/ insignificant 

Curious  X  uninteresting Civilization  X  savaged 

Best  X  worst Perfect  X  imperfect 

General  X  specific/ particular Disputes  X  agreements 

Controversial  X  indisputable Virtues  X  vice 

Despised  X  liked/ loved Optimistic  X  pessimistic 

Small  X  huge/ great Tasteless  X  tasteful 

Inferior  X  superior Worse  X  better 

Warmed  X  cooled Usual  X  unusual 

Hot  X  cold Strong  X  Weak 

Harmful  X  harmless Properly  X  improperly 

Shallow  X  deep Started  X  ended 

Before  X  after Forward  X  backward 

Strong X  Weak Unanswerable  X  answerable 

Stimulated  X  discouraged Sweetening  X  bittering 

Sufficient  X  insufficient/ inadequate Whole  X  part 

 

 

1) Based on your understanding of the text, answer each of the following questions in one or two 

sentences. (Text Page 37 & 38) 

a) What seems ‘curious’ to the author? 

 Lack of details about tea making in cookery books seems curious to the author. 

b) Why does the author say that it is important to include a tea recipe in cookery books? 

 Tea is important in England, Ireland, Australia and New Zealand. The preparation of tea process is a 

cause of dispute. Hence the author says that it is important to include a tea recipe in cookery books. 
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c) Mention the countries in which tea is a part of civilization. 

 England, Eire, Australia and New Zealand are the countries in which tea is a part of civilization. 

d) Which tea does the author prefer– China tea or Indian tea? 

 The author prefers Indian tea 

e) According to the author, what does the phrase ‘a nice cup of tea’ refer to? 

 According to the author, the phrase ‘a nice cup of tea’ refers to the Indian tea. 

f) What is the second golden rule in the preparation of tea? 

 Tea should be made in small quantities in a teapot which is made of china or earthenware. This is the 

second golden rule in the preparation of tea. 

g) How does army tea taste? 

 Army tea tastes of greese and whitewash. 

h) Do tea lovers generally like strong tea or weak tea? 

 Tea lovers generally like strong tea. 

i) Why should tea be directly added to the pot? 

 Tea should be directly added to the pot since the stray leaves are supposed to be harmful. 

j) Why does the author prefer the cylindrical cup to a flat cup? 

 A flat cup can hold more tea. So the author prefers the cylindrical cup to a flat cup. 

k) What should be poured into the cup first–tea or milk? 

 Tea should be poured into the cup first. 

l) Why does the author advise removing cream from the milk? 

 If cream from the milk is not removed, the tea will have sickly taste. Thus the author advises 

removing cream from the milk. 

m) Does the author like drinking tea with sugar? Give reasons. 

 No, the author does not like drinking tea with sugar. This is because adding sugar to tea will not give 

the real flavor of tea. 

n) Why does the author refer to himself as being in ‘a minority’? 

 The author is one among the few who drink tea without sugar. Hence he refers to himself as being in 

‘a minority’. 

o) Whom does the author call ‘misguided people’? What is his advice to them? 

 The author calls those who drink tea with sugar as misguided people. His advice to them is to try  

drinking tea without sugar for a fortnight. Thereafter they won’t prefer to add sugar ever again. 

2. Based on your understanding of the text, answer each of the following questions in four or five 

sentences.(Text page 38) 

a) What are the author’s views on China tea? 

 China tea has some valuable qualities. It is economical. It can be drunk without milk. It doesn’t have 

much excitement. It does not make one feel wiser, braver and more confident. 

b) How does adding sugar affect the taste of tea? 

 While drinking tea with sugar, one can enjoy the taste of sugar but not the flavor of tea. Thus adding 

sugar affects the taste of tea. 
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c) Elucidate the author’s ideas about teapots. 

 Tea should be prepared in small quantities in a teapot. It should be made of china or earthenware. 

Silver or Britanniaware teapots produce inferior tea. Enamel pots are worse. Pewter teapot is not at all 

bad. 

 

 

a) Trace the origin of tea. 

 Tea was originated in Eire, Australia and New Zealand. 

b) How many golden rules does Orwell frame? 

 Orwell frames eleven golden rules. 

c) What is the meaning of ‘a nice cup of tea’? 

 ‘A nice cup of tea’ means Indian tea. 

d) Write a short note on China tea. 

 China tea has its own virtues which are not to be despised nowadays. China tea is economical. One 

can drink china tea without milk.  

e) Which tea should be drunk without sugar? 

 Russian tea should be drunk without sugar. 

f) What are the alternatives for sugar? 

 Pepper and salt are the alternatives for sugar. 

g) What should be done after making tea? 

 After making the tea, one should stir it, or better, give the pot a good shake, afterwards allowing the 

leaves to settle. 

 

 
3) Answer each of the following questions in a paragraph of 100–150 words. (Text page 38) 

a) Summarize George Orwell’s distinctive ideas in “A Nice Cup of Tea”. 

Introduction 

 Eric Arthur Blair was better known by his name George Orwell. He was an English novelist, essayist, 

journalist and critic. In his article “A Nice Cup of Tea”, he narrates the process of making tea. He formed 

eleven golden rules to make and consume tea. 

First four rules 

 At first, he prefers Indian tea or Ceylonese tea to China tea. He refers to the Indian tea by using the phrase 

‘a nice cup of tea’. One can feel braver or wiser after drinking it. Secondly, he wants to make tea in small 

quantities in a tea pot. He recommends us to prefer china or earthenware pots to silver or Britannica 

teapots which are used by British people. Thirdly, the pot should be warmed beforehand. Fourthly, the 

strong tea should be prepared.  

Rules from five to eight 

 As the fifth golden rule, the tea should be put straightly into the pot rather than using strainers, muslin 
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bags or any other devices. Sixthly, the teapot should be taken to the kettle. Water should be boiled before 

pouring tea in it. After mixing the tea powder with the water, it should be stirred well. Eighthly, cylindrical 

cup should be used for consumption.  

Final three rules 

 Then as the ninth step, tea should be without the cream from the milk because creamy milk results in 

‘sickly taste’ to tea. Tenthly, tea should be poured in to the cup before adding milk. Finally, tea should be 

drunk without sugar because adding sugar will taste only the sugar not the real flavor of tea. 

Conclusion 

 George Orwell has conveyed eleven rules about tea making and drinking clearly. 

b) Discuss how the essay reveals the factual points and the author’s personal opinions on the 

preparation of tea. 

  Eric Arthur Blair was better known by his name George Orwell. He was an English novelist, essayist, 

journalist and critic. In his article “A Nice Cup of Tea”, he narrates the process of making tea. He formed 

eleven golden rules to make tea. During the process of making tea, he advises the readers to boil water 

first and then the tea should be added. He prefers Indian tea. He also recommends us to use china or 

earthenware pots. He prefers strong tea. According to him, one strong tea is better than twenty weak cups. 

He also advises to drink tea in the cylindrical cup rather than a flat or shallow cup. Finally he prefers 

sugarless tea to get the real flavor of tea. These are the factual points and the author’s personal opinions on 

the preparation of tea. 

c) What are the aspects that contribute to humour in the essay? 

 Eric Arthur Blair was better known by his name George Orwell. He was an English novelist, essayist, 

journalist and critic. In this article “A Nice Cup of Tea”, he narrates the process of making tea. He formed 

eleven golden rules to make tea. He used humour where it was needed. From his following opinions, it is 

possible to find humour directly or indirectly. 

Tea making is a cause of violent disputes 

Justifying the use of pepper or salt instead of sugar as an alternate creates humour. 

Linking the drinking of tea for creating cleverness and bravery indicates humour.  

George Orwell cannot add more humour in the essay which requires only a few points. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 Eric Arthur Blair was better known by his pen name George Orwell. He was an English writer. He 

wrote many novels, essays, entitled writing etc., He framed elven golden rules for the preparation and 

Topic  : A Nice Cup of Tea  

Author: George Orwell  

Genre  : Article  

Theme : Making of Tea 
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drinking of  tea. 

First three rules 

 Initially, he suggests the readers to choose Indian Tea or Ceylonese tea rather than China tea because 

one can feel higher or braver or optimistic after drinking it. According to the author, the phrase, ‘a 

nice cup of tea’ refers to Indian tea. Secondly, he wants to prepare tea in small quantities in a tea pot. 

He also recommends us to prefer China or Earthenware pots to silver or Brittania teapots. Thirdly, the 

pot should be warmed beforehand. 

Rules from Four to Six 

 Fourthly, the strong tea should be prepared. Orwell emphasizes that one strong cup of tea is better 

than twenty weak cups of tea. Fifthly, the tea should be put straightly into the pot rather than using 

strainers, muslin bags or any other devices. Sixthly, the tea pot should be taken to the kettle. Water 

should be boiled before pouring tea. 

Rules from Seven to Nine 

 As a seventh rule, after mixing the tea with water, it should be stirred or the tea pot should be shaken. 

The author strongly recommends cylindrical cup instead of flat or shallow cup to drink tea as the 

eighth rule. Ninthly, the cream from the milk should be removed completely. This is because the 

creamy milk always gives tea sickly taste.  

Final Two rules 

 Tenthly, tea should be poured into the cup first before adding milk since it can lead to add exact 

amount of milk. Finally, tea should be consumed without sugar. If sugar is added, one will taste only 

the sugar not the flavor of the tea. 

Conclusion 

 George Orwell has justified his views with clear examples. He is assertive, humorous and factual. His 

views related to making and drinking tea are praiseworthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 George Orwell was a popular English writer. His real name was Eric Arthur Blair. He framed eleven 

golden rules of preparing tea.  

Initial rules 

 He preferred Indian or Ceylonese tea to China tea. He wants us to prepare tea in small quantities in a 

tea pot. The pot should be warmed beforehand. Fourthly the strong tea should be prepared.  

Middle rules 

 Then as the fifth rule, tea should be put straightly into the pot. Sixthly, the tea pot should be taken to 

the kettle. Seventhly, tea should be taken to the kettle and then it should be stirred or the pot should be 

Topic  : A Nice Cup of Tea  
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Genre  : Article  
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shaken. Eighthly, the author suggests us to use cylindrical cup.  

Final rules 

 Ninthly, the cream should be removed. Tenthly tea should be poured into the cup first. Lastly, tea has 

to be drunk without adding sugar to get the real flavor of tea. 

Conclusion 

 George Orwell has enumerated his views clearly in “A Nice Cup of Tea” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golden rules of Tea preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4) Based on your understanding of the text, complete the chart given below choosing the appropriate words or 

phrases given in brackets. 

1) But because the best manner of making it is the subject of violent disputes. 

 a) agreements  b) applauses   c) conflicts   d) discussions. 

2) …tea is one of the main stays of civilization in the country.  

 a) a society in an advanced state of social development  

 b) a society that has slow progress.  

 c) a society that has no progress  

 d) a society in an average state of social development.  

3) … that they only drink it in order to be warmed and stimulated 

 a) motivated  b) discouraged    c) passive   d) admired  

 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Topic  : A Nice Cup of Tea  

Author: George Orwell  

Genre  : Article  

Theme : Making of Tea 

 Prefer Indian or Ceylonese tea 

 Prepare tea in small quantities. 

 Warm the teapot beforehand. 

 Prepare strong tea. 

 Don’t filter the tea leaves.  

 Take the kettle to the tea. 

 Stir the tea or shake the teapot after making tea. 

 Use cylindrical cup to drink tea. 

 Tea should be without creamy milk. 

 Pour tea into the cup to regulate milk. 

 Tea should not be sweetened with sugar. 
 Drinking tea is an art. 
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4) … under the spout to catch the stray leaves 

 a) fresh   b) isolated  c) gathered   d) harmful  

5) One is liable to put in too much milk. 

 a) likely   b) certain  c) eager   d) responsible. 

1) …which are not to be despised 

 a) hated   b) liked   c) respected  d. defeated  

2) One does not feel wise, braver or more optimistic 

 a) opportunistic  b) cheerful  c) realistic   d) pessimistic  

3) Not the flat, shallow type… 

 a) narrow   b) wide   c) deep    d) direct 

4) Predicting the arrival of visitors 

 a) journey  b) departure  c) migration   d) perusal  

5) … but they are sufficient to show how subtilized the whole business has become. 

 a) enough.  b) suffocative  c) scarce   d) submissive  

 

Golden Rules of Tea Preparation 

 (add sugar, shaken,milk, infused properly, have strainers, without cream, taken to the kettle, small quantities, China 

or earthenware, stirred, warmed) 

Tea should be made in ______1_______ in a tea pot.  

The tea pot should be made of _______2___________ 

The pot should be    ____________3___________ beforehand. 

The pot should not have _______4____________ 

While pouring water, the teapot should be ____5________ 

The tea leaves should be __________6_____________ 

After making tea, it should be ______7_____ or the pot should be _________8________ 

The milk for the tea should be ______9________ 

The author does not like to __10___ to tea. 

Answers :  

1) small quantities  2) china or earthenware  3) warmed  4) strainers   5) taken to  

6) infused properly  7) stirred  8) shaken  9) without cream  10) add sugar 

 

 

 
a) Find out the synonym of the underlined word in 

each of the following sentences. 

1. But because the best manner of making it is the 

subject of violent disputes. 

 a) agreements  b) applauses    

 c) conflicts   d) discussions. 

2. …tea is one of the main stays of civilization in the 

country.  

 a) a society in an advanced state of social 

development  

 b) a society that has slow progress.  

 c) a society that has no progress  

 d) a society in an average state of social 

development.  

3. … that they only drink it in order to be warmed and 

stimulated 

 a) motivated   b) discouraged      

 c) passive   d) admired  

4. … under the spout to catch the stray leaves 

 a) fresh   b) isolated   

 c) gathered   d) harmful  

5. One is liable to put in too much milk. 

 a) likely   b) certain   

 c) eager  d) responsible. 
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b) Find out the antonym of the underlined word in 

each of the following sentences. 

1. …which are not to be despised 

 a) hated   b) liked    

 c) respected  d. defeated  

2. One does not feel wise, braver or more optimistic 

 a) opportunistic  b) cheerful   

 c) realistic   d) pessimistic  

 

 

3. Not the flat, shallow type… 

 a) narrow   b) wide    

 c) deep  d) direct 

4. Predicting the arrival of visitors 

 a) journey  b) departure   

 c) migration  d) perusal  

5. … but they are sufficient to show how subtilized the 

whole business has become. 

 a) enough.  b) suffocative   

 c) scarce   d) submissive  

 
C. Fill in the boxes with the correct answers. The first one has been done for you. [with answer]  

S.No. 
Word with meaning 

and part of speech 
Sentence 

Noun / Verb /  Adj. 

form 
Sentence 

1. Word : wise / meaning:  

clever / part of speech  

: adjective  

My brother is wise  

 

Wisdom 

 

My brother showed great 

wisdom  

in business.  

2. harm : hurt (verb)  

 

I didn’t mean to harm 

him.  

harmful 

 

Too much of anything is 

harmful.  

3. Stimulte : motivate  

(verb)  

Those books stimulate 

the readers.  

stimulating 

 

The teacher gave a 

stimulating speech.  

4. argue : contend (verb)  Don’t argue.  

 

argument 

 

Their chat became an 

argument.  

5. Strong : rugged 

(adjective)  

The tea is strong  

 

strength My strength grew as I 

aged.  

6. destroy : ruin (verb)  

 

destroy evil  

 

destruction 

 

Destruction of rain forest 

is dangerous. 

 

 
Listen to the passage about the ‘Significance of Tea’ 

and answer the questions. 

Questions 

1) Which country is the largest tea producer in the 

world? 

 China 

2) 30 percent of the tea produced in India is exported. 

3) What is the role of antioxidants in tea? 

 The antioxidants in tea prevents cancer. 

4) Drinking tea strengthens one’s teeth, bones and 

immune system.  

5) How does drinking tea help a diabetic? 

 Regular tea drinking might help one in lowering 

blood sugar and blood pressure 

 
Questions 

a) When do students start thinking about their 

career path? 

 When the students complete their higher secondary 

course they start thinking about their career path. 

b) How can students build a strong career? 

 Students can build a strong career by understanding 

the prospective field and their primary interest.  

c) What are the integral aspects of a successful 

career? 

 Overall personality development and honing the 

communication skills are the integral aspects of a 

successful career. 

d) What is meant by ‘culinary art’? 

 It means art of cooking. 
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e) Why is media a popular career option? 

 Media is a popular career option because 

youngsters are attracted to it as the exposure and 

reach is greater through it. 

f) Name some paramedical courses mentioned in the 

passage 

 Optometry, pathology, nursing, physiotherapy, and 

dentistry are some paramedical courses mentioned 

in the passage. 

g) Why is the hotel industry seen as the fastest 

growing in India? 

 The hotel industry is seen as the fastest growing in 

India since the number of international travellers 

(both for business and leisure) is increasing. 

h) Does one have to be a player to opt for a career in 

the field of sports? Answer giving reasons. 

 Yes, because it offers various career options such as 

technical trainers, commentators, sports journalists 

etc. 

i) Pick one word from the passage which is the 

opposite of ‘modern’. 

 Ancient 

j) Which word in the passage means ‘composed of 

people from many parts of the country’? 

 Globalization 

Grammar 

Prepositions  

Task 1 

Recall your learning of basic prepositions and 

complete the sentences using the prepositions given 

in brackets. 

 (over, under, on, between, among, into, with, since, 

in front of, near/beside) 

a) The boy jumped into a narrow stream. 

b) My brother will meet me on Friday morning. 

c) The temple is near / beside the bank. 

d) My friend will meet me with his brother tomorrow. 

e) There is usually a garden in front of a bungalow. 

f) Yuvashree has been studying well since childhood. 

g) A trekker climbed over a mountain meticulously. 

h) There was a skirmish between my brother and sister. 

i) The laudable thoughts were apparent among many 

scholars in a conference. 

j) It is easy to work under the aegis of visionary leader. 

 

Task 2 

Complete the following passages using the 

prepositions given in brackets. (among, for, at, to, in,) 

i)  When Lakshmi was (1) in school, she practised 

music from Monday (2) to Friday. She involved 

herself (3) at the school orchestra. She was 

responsible (4) for conducting many programmes. 

She was very popular (5) among her schoolmates, 

as she was kind, friendly and helpful. 

  (after, with, on, before, of, in, for) 

ii)  (1) Before the interview, Solomon was confident 

(2) of getting the job. He knew that he was qualified 

(3) for the job. He was interested (4) in discharging 

his duty perfectly. The interview panel was 

impressed (5) with his attitude and skills. So (6) 

after the interview, he was (7) on cloud nine. 

Prepositional phrases 

Task 1 

Underline the prepositional phrases. The first two 

examples have been done for you. 

a) With reference to your advertisement in a local 

newspaper, I am applying for the post of a 

salesman. 

b) The assignment will be completed in a few weeks. 

c) Ravi was appreciated by his teachers. 

d) We feel sorry for our mistakes. 

e) The boy studied well in spite of many obstacles. 

f) Our nation is famous for its glorious culture. 

g) We are proud of our children. 

h) My brother will return home in the evening. 

Task 2 

Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositional phrase 

given in brackets. 

 (in favour of, in case of, according to, on the whole, 

on account of, on behalf of, in spite of, instead of) 

a) On behalf of Kiran, Rajesh may attend a programme. 

b) Many tourists visited Ooty in spite of heavy rains. 

c) Expressing gratitude in favour of others is common 

in a vote of thanks. 

d) On the whole, I had a happy childhood. 

e) Our teacher always acts instead of her students. 

f) On account of his laziness, the boy remained passive 

for a long time. 

g) According to Gandhiji, ahimsa means infinite love. 

h) In case of rain, take an umbrella. 
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Connectives or linkers 

Task 1 

Choose the appropriate linker from within the 

brackets and complete the sentences. 

a) I could not complete my paper in the examination 

because (because, but) I was slow in answering the 

questions. 

b) It started raining, so (yet, so) we could not play. 

c) As (As, If ) I got up early, I managed to reach school 

on time. 

d) Though (Though/Whereas) he committed a mistake, 

he apologised and (and/since ) promised that he 

would not repeat it. 

e) This is how (how/what) it must be done. 

f) The vendor saw the train moving slowly from the 

platform, therefore (therefore/until) he got in. 

g) I was not well, so (but/so) I did not attend the class. 

h) (If, Although) Although she can drive , she travels 

by bus. 

i) (If/Unless) Unless you register your name, you 

cannot participate in the competitions. 

j) (As soon as/Besides) As soon as my father arrived 

home, I narrated the incident. 

k) Be quick to hear and (then/ and) slow to speak. 

l) I am neither (neither/either) an ascetic in theory nor 

(nor/or) in practice. 

m) We fail to harness the rain water, consequently 

(consequently, nevertheless) we suffer. 

n) My brother will certainly clear GRE; for (yet/for) he 

works very hard. 

Task2 

Combine the sentences and rewrite them using the 

words given in the brackets. 

a) The well was deep. Therefore, the fox could not 

get out of the well. (because) 

 Ans : The fox could not get out of the wall because 

it was deep. 

 

b) The work was over. We went home. (when) 

 Ans : When the work was over, we went home. 

c) A library is a public place. We see a number of 

books kept there for reading. (where) 

 A library is a public place where we see a number 

of books kept for reading. 

d) The culprit was caught. Immediately, he was 

taken to the police station. (as soon as) 

 As soon as the culprit was caught, he was taken to 

the station. 

e) The boys were stealing mangoes from a grove. At 

that time, the owner of the grove came in.(while) 

 While the boys were stealing mangoes from a 

grove, the owner of the grove came in. 

f) Artificially flavoured juices are hazardous to 

health. Moreover, they lead to kidney problems. 

(and) 

 Artificially falavoured juices are hazardous to 

health and they lead to kidney problems. 

g) Adit has been promoted. Ranjan has been 

promoted. (as well as) 

 Adit as well as Ranjan has been promoted. 

h) Caesar was declared emperor. The conspirators 

killed him. (After) 

 After Caesar was declared emperor, the 

conspirators killed him. 

Task 3 

Fill in the blanks with appropriate correlative 

conjunctions. 

a) She is not an understanding person but everybody 

likes to be with her. 

b) Suraj owns not only a typewriter but also a 

computer. 

c) Vani is not only a good singer but also a good 

dancer. 

d) Amit did not know whether his father met his class 

teacher or not. 

e) I would rather starve than beg. 
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Edwin Muir (1887-1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator 

and critic. He was remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a 

relatively old age, and over the course of several years worked out an individual, 

philosophical style for which he gained recognition later in his life. First Poems 

and Chorus of the Newly Dead contain Muir’s initial attempts. Muir’s later 

collections include Variations on a Time Theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage 

and Other Poems, The Labyrinth, and One Foot in Ed
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The wicked gate of the castle
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1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator 

and critic. He was remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a 

relatively old age, and over the course of several years worked out an individual, 

he gained recognition later in his life. First Poems 

and Chorus of the Newly Dead contain Muir’s initial attempts. Muir’s later 

collections include Variations on a Time Theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage 

and Other Poems, The Labyrinth, and One Foot in Eden 

 
The strong castle The front view of the castle

 
The wicked gate of the castle Wicked soldier
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1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator 

and critic. He was remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a 

relatively old age, and over the course of several years worked out an individual, 

he gained recognition later in his life. First Poems 

collections include Variations on a Time Theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage 
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The Castle 

Strong gates 

Thick walls 

Well guarded by soldiers 

Only a bird could get on 

Brave Captain 

Mine soldiers 

But wicked soldier at wicket gate 

Got bribery 

Lets the Enemy 

Citadel over thrown 

Only enemy Could enter 

Shameful tale 
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a) What thoughts come to your mind when you think about a castle? Add your ideas to the list. 

  Moat, gun powder, huge buildings, prince, soldiers, guildhall, weapons, cannon, armour, emperor, baronet, 

graveyard, gate house,dynasty, sceptre, watch tower 

b) Have you ever visited a fort or a castle? 

  Yes, I have visited the forts and castles in Rajasthan recently.  

c) Fill in the following empty boxes.  

       Name   Location  

  Fort St. George  Chennai 

 Gingee Fort   Gingee  

 Golconda Fort  Hyderabad  

 Red Fort New  Delhi 

 

 
"The Castle" is a moving poem.It conveys the story of an unspecified battle. The narrator is one of the several men 

lodged in a seemingly impenetrable castle. They have plenty of weapons and food. Their allies are nearby them to 

safeguard. The gates of the castle are strong. The walls of the castle are high, thick and smooth. Butthese men are 

defeated when the enemies bribe the warder, who lets the enemy soldiers through the little wicket gate. The narrator is 

disappointed to know that the strong castle has been captured because they have the firm belief that no one could enter 

the castle. 

 

 

POEM ENGLISH ghly; jkpo; 

All through that summer at ease we lay, And 

daily from the turret wall  

We watched the mowers in the hay  

And the enemy half a mile away  

They seemed no threat to us at all.  

mJ xU Nfhilf; fhy Ntisapy;> ehq;fs; ftiyapy;yhky; 

gLj;jpUe;jhYk;> 

jpdKk; ghJfhg;G kjpypd; Nky; cs;s NfhGuj;jpd; 

Nfhl;ilapy; vy;yh %iyfspYk; fle;J nry;Yk; 

Kd;Gwj;jpy; Gy;iyr; nrJf;fp rkd;gLj;Jk; midtiuAk; 

ftdpj;Njhk;. vq;fs; gifth; miu iky;fs; J}uj;jpy; 

cs;shh;. vq;fSf;F ve;jtpj  

mr;RWj;jYk; ,y;iy. 

For what, we thought, had we to fear  

With our arms and provender, load on load, 

Our towering battlements, tier on tier, 

And friendly allies drawing near  

,jw;fhf vq;fs; epidTfspy; vg;NghJk; gak; Njhd;wpaJ. 

MAjq;fSlDk;> czTlDk; %l;il %l;ilahf kjpy; 

NkypUf;Fk; MAjk; jhq;fpa tPuh;fs; vjphpfisr; Rl 

vg;NghJk; jahh;epiyapy; xUth; Nky; xUth; cjtpahf 

rf;fuk; Nghy; cjtp nra;jd. NkYk;> MjuT> ehl;bd; 

MAjg; gil tPuh;fs; mUfpy; cs;sdh;. 

On every leafy summer road. 

Our gates were strong, our walls were thick, 

So smooth and high, no man could win 

A foothold there, no clever trick 

Could take us dead or quick, 

xt;nthU ,iy fpilf;Fk;> Nfhilf;fhy rhiyapy; 

vq;fspd; Eiothapy; gykhdJ. 

vq;fs; kjpw;Rth;fs; cWjpahdit. totog;ghfTk;  

caukhfTk; vtuhYk; nty;y KbahJ. 
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Only a bird could have got in 

What could they offer us for bait? 

Our captain was brave and we were true… 

There was a little private gate,  

A little wicked wicket gate. 

gwitfs; kl;LNk cs;Ns Eioa KbAk;. mtu;fs; 

vq;fSf;fhf vd;d J}z;by; Nghl KbAk;? vq;fs; jiytd; 

ijhpakhdtd;. NkYk; ehq;fs; cz;ikahdth;fs;. 

mjdUfpy; xU rpwpa jdp top cz;L. mJ xU rpwpa jpl;b 

thry; mjd; topNa xU fpof; fhtyd; mtu;fis cs;Ns 

Eioa tpl;lhu;. 

Oh then our maze of tunneled stone 

Grew thin and treacherous as air. 

The cause was lost without a groan,  

The famous citadel overthrown, 

And all its secret galleries bare. 

How can this shameful tale be told? 

I will maintain until my death 

We could do nothing, being sold: 

Our only enemy was gold,  

And we had no arms to fight it with. 

X! vq;fs; Fog;gkhd ghijapd;> Ruq;ff; fw;fs; 

JNuhfj;jhy; fhw;iwg; Nghy; nky;ypajhdjhy; xU Gyk;gy; 

$l ,y;yhky; fhupak; vspajha; Kbe;jJ. 

Gfo; ngw;w xU Nfhl;il ifg;gw;wg;gl;lJ. 

mjd; ufrpag; ghijfs; midj;Jk; ntw;wplkhapd. ,e;j 

mtkhdj;ij vt;thW ntspapy; $w ,aYk;? 

,ij ehd; vd; capu; cs;stiu kdjpy; itj;jpUg;Ngd;. 

tpw;fg;gLtijj; jtpu vq;fSf;F NtW topapy;iy. 

vq;fspd; xNu vjphp jq;fk;. 

mjDld; Nghhpl vq;fsplk; ve;jtpj MAjKk; ,y;iy. 

(vl;tpd; kpA+h; vg;NghJk; ntspg;Gwj;jpy; kl;Lk; ghh;f;fhky; 

cl;GwKk; ghh;f;f Ntz;Lk;. Nfhl;ilg; ghJfhg;ghdJ jhd;! 

cs;Ns Eioe;j vjphpiaf; ftdpf;fj; jtwpaij mofhf 

ifahz;L cs;shh;.) 

 

 

Word Meaning Word Meaning 

turret wall  -  a small tower on top of a castle mowers -  grass and level the lawns 

provender -  food towering 

battlements 

-  tall towers with openings to shoot 

the enemies 

tier -  one above the other friendly -  allies helpful or supporting nations 

or armed forces 

foothold -  advantageous position quick -  alive 

bait -  something intended to entice 

someone to do something 

wicked -   evil or morally wrong 

wicket gate -  a small gate wizened warder -  an aged or old guard 

maze -  a winding, intricate confusing 

path 

treacherous -  disloyal 

groan -  lament/ cry citadel -  a safe and strong fort 

overthrown -  conquered/ defeated maintain -  believe 

 

2 Mark Questions  

1. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in one or two sentences each (Text 

page 20) 

a) Who is the narrator in the poem? 

 The narrator in the poem is a soldier inside the castle. 

b) How long had the soldiers been in the castle? 

 The soldiers had been in the castle for about a year.  

 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 480 

 
 

PENGUIN 47 XII - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com             www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972  To order on the internet : 
                         https://penguinbooks.in/product/12th-penguin-english-main-book/ 
 

c) Why were the soldiers in the castle fearless?  

 The walls of the castle were thick, high and smooth. No enemy could invade it.  Even the captain of the castle was 

brave and true enough to safeguard the castle. Hence, the soldiers in the castle were fearless. 

d) Where were the enemies?  

 The enemies were half a mile away from their foothold.  

e) Why does the narrator say that the enemy was no threat at all? 

 According to the poet, the enemy was no threat at all because the castle walls were high, thick and smooth. The 

soldiers had sufficient arms, ammunitions and food with them. The captain was brave and confident. Even the 

supporting country soldiers too were close and loyal to the captain. 

f) Did the soldiers fight with the enemies face to face?  

 No, the soldiers did not fight with the enemies face to face. 

g) Who had let the enemies in?  

 An evil and aged or old guard or wicked warder of the castle had let the enemies in. 

h) How did the enemies enter the castle?  

 The enemies entered the castle by enticing the wizened warder of the gate. 

i) Why were the secret galleries bare? 

 The secret galleries were bare because the enemies invaded the castle and looted all the wealth. 

j) What was the 'shameful act'?  

 The enemies bribed the old warder with gold. So, the old warder let the enemies inside the strong castle.  Capturing 

of the mighty castle by such unfair manner is a shameful act. 

k) Why didn’t the narrator want to tell the tale to anybody?  

 The narrator never expected the capture of the strong castle by unfair means. He was disappointed by the capture of 

the castle through unfair means. So he didn’t want to tell the tale to anybody. 

l) Why did the narrator feel helpless?  

 The narrator felt helpless since all the soldiers had been captured or sold by the enemy force. Moreover they were 

made armless to fight it with.  

m) Who was the real enemy?  

 The gold which was given as a bribe to the warder by the  enemy soldiers was the real enemy. 

2. Read the poem again and complete the summary using the words given in box. 

Stanzas 1-3 

 “The Castle” by Edwin Muir is a moving poem on the (1) .................. of a well-guarded (2).......... The soldiers of the 

castle were totally stress-free and relaxed. They were (3) ............ of their castle’s physical strength. Through the 

turrets they were able to watch the mowers and no enemy was found up to the distance of (4) ........... and so they 

seemed no threat to the castle. They had (5) ............of weapons to protect them and a large quantity of (6) ............. in 

stock to take care of the well-being of the soldiers inside the castle. The soldiers stood one above the other on the 

towering (7) ........... to shoot the enemy at sight.They believed that the castle was absolutely safe because their 

captain was (8) ............ and the soldiers were loyal.  

Ans :  1) capture  2) castle  3) confident  4) half-a-kilometre 

  5) plenty   6) ration   7) watching   8) brave  

Stanzas 4-6 

  Even by a trick no one but the birds could enter. The enemy could not use a (9)..... for their entry inside the castle. 

But there was a wicket gate guarded by a (10) .......... He (11) .............. in the enemies inside the famous citadel that 

had been known for its secret gallery and intricate path. The strong castle became (12)............ and thin because of 

the greedy disloyal warder. The (13) .......... was captured by the enemies for (14) .............. The narrator (15) ........... 

over the (16) ....... of the useless warder and also decided not to disclose this (17) .......... story to anyone. He was 
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(18) ......... and wondered how he would keep this truth to himself. He regretted not finding any (19) .......... to fight 

with the (20) ......... called ‘gold’.  

Ans :  9) bait   10) wicked guard  11) let     12) weak  13) citadel    14) gold  

 15) lamented  16) disloyalty    17) shameful  18) helpless  19) weapon  20) enemy 

 

 
3. Read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8-10 sentences each. (Text page 21) 

a) How safe was the castle? How was it conquered?  

  The gates of the castle were strong. The walls of the castle were thick and smooth. The castle had 

more towers for battlements. None could enter the castle easily. Only a bird could enter it. The captain of 

the castle was very confident and brave. He was true to his stand. Such a mighty castle was captured by 

enemy soldiers due to an aged or old guard who let the enemy soldiers in by taking gold as bribe. They 

captured it easily. 

b) Bring out the contrasting picture of the castle as depicted in stanzas 3 and 5.  

  In the third stanza, the castle is depicted positively. The gates of the castle were strong. The walls of 

the castle were thick, smooth and high. None could enter the castle. The castle could not be captured 

easily. No one’s plan would kill any soldier. Only a bird could enter it. It was such a mighty castle. 

  In the fifth stanza, the castle is depicted negatively. The mighty castle was captured easily by the 

enemy soldiers. The stronghold and its winding, intricate and confusing path became weak. There, any 

enemy soldier could not enter easily. Protecting the castle with a strong fight could not be seen there. It 

was captured by the enemies' bribe of gold. No brave soldier stood against the invaders. Thus both in the 

3rd and 5th stanzas, we could get the contrasting picture of the castle.  

C) Human greed led to the mighty fall of the citadel. Explain. 

  “The Castle” by Edwin Muir is a moving poem on the capture of a well-guarded castle. The soldiers of 

the castle were totally stress-free and relaxed. They were confident of their castle’s physical strength. 

Through the turrets, they were able to watch the mowers. No enemy was found up to the distance of half-

a-kilometre. So they seemed no threat to the castle. The soldiers had plenty of weapons to protect them 

and a large quantity of food to take care of their well-being inside the castle. They stood one above the 

other on the tower watching to shoot the enemy at sight. They believed that the castle was absolutely safe 

because their captain was brave and the soldiers were loyal. Even by trick no one but the birds could enter. 

Such a castle was captured because of the greediness of a human being who was a wizened warder. He let 

the enemies in to loot all the riches and capture it. The enemies too had the sense of greediness over 

wealth and possession. Hence, human greediness led to the mighty fall of the citadel. 
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Introduction: 

Edwin Muir was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator and critic. He was remembered for his 

vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a relatively old age."The Castle" by Edwin Muir is a moving 

poem on the capture of a well-guarded castle by unfair means. 

Strong Castle: 

The soldiers of the castle were totally stress-free and relaxed. They were confident of their castle’s 

physical strength. Through the turrets, they were able to watch the enemies.No enemy was found up to the 

distance of half a kilometre. Hence they seemed no threat to the castle. The soldiers had more weapons to 

protect them, and more food to take care of their well-being in the castle. The soldiers stood on the tower 

watching to shoot the enemy at sight. They believed that the castle was absolutely safe because the castle 

had strong gates and thick walls. Their captain was brave and the soldiers were loyal. 

Capture of the Castle: 

No one could enter the castle. The enemies could not use a weapon for their entry inside the castle. 

But there was a wicket gate guarded by a wicked warder. He let the enemies inside the famous castle that 

had been known for its secret gallery and intricate path. The strong castle became weak because of the 

greedy disloyal warder. The castle was captured by the enemies for gold. The narrator lamented over the 

disloyalty of the useless warder. He also decided not to disclose this shameful story to anyone. He was 

helpless and wondered how he could keep this truth to himself. He mentioned that gold became their 

enemy. 

Conclusion: 

Thus the poem described the capture of a well-guarded castle by unfair means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Castle” by Edwin Muir is a moving poem on the capture of a well-guarded castle by unfair 

means. The soldiers of the castle were comfortable.They were confident of their castle’s physical 

strength. Through the turrets, they were able to watch the enemies. No enemy was near the castle. Hence 

they seemed no threat to the castle. They had more weapons and food in the castle. The soldiers were 

HIGH LEVEL PARAGRAPH 

Name of the Poem :  The Castle 

Name of the Poet :  Edwin Muir 

Theme   :  bribery 

AVERAGE PARAGRAPH 

Name of the Poem :  The Castle 

Name of the Poet :  Edwin Muir 

Theme   :  bribery 
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watchful on the tower to shoot the enemy at sight. They believed that the castle was absolutely safe with 

strong gates and thick walls. Their captain was brave and the soldiers were loyal. 

No enemy could enter the castle.The enemies could not use a weapon for their entry inside the castle. 

But there was a wicket gate guarded by a wicked guard. He let in the enemies inside the famous 

citadel.The strong castle became weak because of the greedy disloyal warder. The citadel was captured by 

the enemies for gold. The narrator lamented over the disloyalty of the useless warder. He also decided not 

to disclose this shameful story to anyone. Being helpless, he wondered how he could keep this truth to 

himself. He expressed disappointment to fight with the enemy called gold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POEM 1. THE CASTLE 

Edwin Muir 
Figure of speech 

Alliteration / 

Assonance 
Appreciation Hints 

All through that summer at ease 

we lay, 

Alliteration Through, that ‘We’ refers to the soldiers 

And daily from the turret wall   Turret wall – a small tower on 

the top of a castle 

We watched the mowers in the 

hay 

Alliteration We, watched Mowers – people who trim 

the grass and level the ground 

And the enemy half a mile away    

They seemed no threat to us at 

all. 

Alliteration They, threat ‘They’ refers to the enemies. 

Rhyming Scheme No proper 

rhyme scheme 

Rhyming Words 

 Lay,hay, away: 

wall, all 

Rhyming Scheme 

abaab 

 

For what, we thought, had we to    

SLOW LEARNERS 

Name of the Poem :  The Castle 

Name of the Poet :  Edwin Muir 

Theme   :  bribery 

 ‘The Castle’ is a moving poem on the capture of a well guarded castle. 

 The soldiers were confident of their castle’s physical strength. 

 They had more weapons and food. 

 Their captain was brave. 

 But there was a wicket gate guarded by a wicket guard. 

 The strong castle became weak because of the greedy disloyal warder. 

 The citadel was captured by the enemies for gold. 

 The narrator lamented over the useless warder’s disloyalty. 

POETIC DEVICE 
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fear 

With our arms and provender, 

load on load, 

  Provender - food 

Our towering battlements, tier on 

tier, 

  Towering battlements – tall 

towers with opening to shoot 

the enemies 

And friendly allies drawing near   Friendly allies – supporting 

nations 

On every leafy summer road.   The threats are insignificant 

and the castle is surrounded 

by pleasantries of spring and 

nature 

Rhyming Scheme  Fear, tier, near 

Load,road 

  

Our gates were strong, our walls 

were thick, 

   

So smooth and high, no man 

could win 

   

A foothold there, no clever trick 

Could take us dead or quick, 

   

Only a bird could have got in.    

Rhyming Scheme a, b, a, a, b Rhyming Words  

Thick, quick : win, 

in 

  

What could they offer us for 

bait? 

  Bait – something intended to 

entice someone to do 

something 

Our captain was brave and we 

were true… 

   

There was a little private gate,    

A little wicked wicket gate. Personification Wicked, wicket Wicked – evil 

Wicket – small gate 

The wizened warder let them 

through. 

 Wizened, warder: 

them, through 

Wizened warder – an aged or 

old guard 

Rhyming Scheme abaab Rhyming Words bait, gate true, 

through 

 

Oh then our maze of tunneled 

stone 

Metaphor Oh, our Maze – a winding or 

intricating path 

Grew thin and treacherous as air. Simile As, air treacherous - disloyal 

The famous citadel overthrown,   Citadel – a safe and strong 

fort 

Overthrown – conquered/ 

defeated 

And all its secret galleries bare.   Galleries – a covered corridor 
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Rhyming Scheme abaab Rhyming Words 

Stone, thrown: air, 

bare 

  

How can this shameful tale be 

told? 

   

I will maintain until my death    

We could do nothing, being sold:    

Our only enemy was gold, Metaphor  Our, only 

And we had no arms to fight it 

with. 

  Arms - weapons 

Rhyming Scheme a,b,a,a,b Rhyming Words: 

tale,told, sold, gold:  

death, with 

  

 

 
4. Read the given lines and answer the questions 

that follow in a line or two. 

a) All through the summer at ease we lay, 

 And daily from the turret wall 

 We watched the mowers in the hay  

i) Who does ‘we’ refer to?  

 ‘We’ refers to the ‘soldiers’. 

ii) How did the soldiers spend the summer 

days?  

 The soldiers spent the summer days 

comfortably and watchfully. 

iii) What could they watch from the turret wall?  

 They could they watch the people who trim 

grass and level the lawns. 

b)  Our gates were strong, our walls were thick,  

 So smooth and high, no man could win,  

i) How safe was the castle?  

 The gates of the castle were strong and the 

walls of the castle were thick, smooth and high. 

ii) What was the firm belief of the soldiers? 

 The firm belief of the soldiers is that none on 

earth could enter the castle. 

c)  A foothold there, no clever trick,  

 Could take us dead or quick,  

 Only a bird could have got in. 

 

i) What was challenging?  

 Entering the castle by enemies was 

challenging. 

ii) Which aspect of the castle’s strength is 

conveyed by the above line?  

 Thy physical aspect of the castle’s strength is 

conveyed by the above line. 

d)  Oh then our maze of tunneled stone  

 Grew thin and treacherous as air,  

 The castle was lost without a groan,  

 The famous citadel overthrown, 

i) Bring out the contrast in the first two lines.  

 The citadel had been known for its intricate 

path in the first line. In the second line, the 

strong castle became weak and thin because of 

the greedy disloyal warder. 

ii) What happened to the castle? 

 The castle was captured by the enemy soldiers.  

e) We could do nothing, being sold. 

i) Why couldn’t they do anything? 

 They couldn’t do anything because they were 

captured by the enemies.  

ii) Why did they feel helpless? 

 They felt helpless because their weapons and 

food were seized by the enemies. 
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1)  And the enemy half a mile away  

 They seemed no threat to us all 

a) Were the soldiers scared of the enemy? 

 No, the soldiers were not scared of the enemy. 

b) How many miles were the enemies away from 

the castle? 

 The enemies were half a mile away from the 

castle.  

2)  With our arms and provender, load on load  

 Our towering battlements, tier on tier.  

a) What do you mean by ‘tier’? 

 ‘Tier’ means one above the other.  

b) What were there with them?  

 There were arms and food with them. 

c) What could they offer us for bait?  

 They could offer us weapons and food for bait. 

d) What do you mean by “Provender”? 

 Provender means food. 

3)  What could they offer us for bait?  

 Our captain was brave and we were true 

(i) What does ‘bait’ refer to? 

 ‘Bait’ refers to a thing that is intended to entice 

someone to do something.  

(ii) Were the soldiers loyal to the captain?  

 Yes, the soldiers were loyal to the captain.  

4)  There was a little private gate, 

 A little wicked wicket gate  

 The wizened warder let them through.  

(i) Who let the enemies in?  

 The warder of the castle gate let the enemies 

in. 

(ii) Which word in these lines means ‘an aged or 

old guard’? 

 The word ‘wizened’ means an aged or old 

guard.  

5) And all its secret galleries bare 

(i) What happened to the secret galleries?  

 The secret galleries were looted by the 

enemies. 

(ii) Who had looted the secret galleries? 

 The enemies had looted the secret galleries.  

 

 
5. Explain the following with reference to the context in about 50-60 words each. (Text page 22) 

a) They seemed no threat to us at all.  

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir. 

Explanation:  

 The castle was strong enough to face all the challenges from the enemies. The enemies were half a mile away. At 

any time they could access and attack it. But, the gates of the castle were strong. The walls of the castle were thick, 

smooth and high.  

Comment:  

 So the soldiers believed that the enemies were no threat to the soldiers.  

b) How can this shameful tale be told?  

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir. 

Explanation:  

 The strong, high, smooth and mighty castle fell as a prey to the enemies. It became a story of shamefulness to all the 

soldiers who safeguarded it. It included the narrator too. 

Comment:  

 The narrator felt that he could not tell that story to others till his death. 
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c) I will maintain until my death  

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir. 

Explanation:  

 The strong, high, smooth and mighty castle fell as a prey to the enemies. It became a story of shamefulness to all the 

soldiers who safeguarded it. Itincluded the narrator too. 

Comment:  

 The narrator felt that he could not tell that story to others till his death.  

d) Our only enemy was gold  

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir. 

Explanation:  

 The mighty castle had fallen as a prey to the greedy enemy soldiers. The castle was strong, high and smooth. That 

became the strength to the castle. But the enemies captured the castle by bribing the wicked warder with gold.  

Comment :  

 Gold led to a fall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

 These lines are taken from the poem “The Castle” by Edwin Muir. 

Explanation :  

 “The Castle” is an allegorical poem. The poet narrates the downfall of a strong castle due to insincerity and 

faithlessness.The soldiers were very loyal. They can’t be suspected for such a great fall. The wicked guard let the 

enemies for gold. 

Comment : 

 Greediness is the worst vice. 

6. Read the poem and complete the table with suitable rhyming words 

Stanza (1) lay, hay, away, wall, all   

Stanza (2) fear, tier, near, load, road  

Stanza (3) thick, trick, quick, win, in   

Stanza (4) bait, gate, true through 

Stanza (5) stone, groan, overthrown, air, bare  

Stanza (6) told, sold, gold, death, with  

7. Underline the alliterated words in the following lines. 

a) With our arms and provender, load on load. 

 Ans : load - load  

b. A little wicked wicket gate.  

 Ans : wicked – wicket 

c) The wizened warder let them through.  

 Ans : wizened - warder 

COMMOM ERC 

ERC CLUE WORDS 

Turret wall, treacherous, bait, citadel, foothold, maze, mowers, wicked, wicket gate, galleries, towering 

tunnel, provender, tier 

 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 480 

 
 

PENGUIN 55 XII - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com             www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972  To order on the internet : 
                         https://penguinbooks.in/product/12th-penguin-english-main-book/ 
 

 

 

a) Our towering battlements, tier on tier 

 Ans : tier - tier  

b) How can this shameful tale be told? 

 Ans : tale – told 

 

8. Identify the figure of speech used in the following lines. 

a) A little wicked wicket gate.  

 Ans : Personification  

b) Oh then our maze of tunneled stone 

 Ans : Personification 

C) Grew thin and treacherous as air 

 Ans : Personification  

d) How can this shameful tale be told?  

 Ans : Alliteration 

e) Our only enemy was gold.  

 Ans : Personification  

Allegory :  

 An allegory is a complete narrative that involves characters and events that stand for an abstract idea or event. In 

other words, a story, poem or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political 

one. 

 

9. Can you call ‘The Castle’ an allegorical poem? Discuss.  

Yes, we can call ‘The Castle’ an allegorical poem. From the beginning onwards, the castle is a symbol of strength. 

Its gates were strong. Its walls were thick, smooth and high. None could enter it. So, the castle has become a 

personification of strength and power. The captain of the castle is the symbol of bravery. His soldiers too are the symbol 

of loyalty and truthfulness. Only an aged or old guard who let the enemies in is a symbol of greediness, disloyalty and 

wickedness. The bird only which could enter the castle is the symbol of powerlessness. It means that things that do not 

do any harm only can enter it. Such a mighty castle can easily be captured if anyone with flaw makes his presence there. 

The flaw is greediness. Arms and food stand for power. Gold stands for wealth, richness and greediness. Thus this poem 

conveys the allegorical message that “one dropeth of water makes the ocean ; one dropeth of poison mars the ocean too”. 

The warder mars the whole backdrop. So, we can strongly recommend that it is an allegorical poem. 
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Toru Dutt (1856 - 1877) was a Bengali poet from the Indian 

wrote in English and French. She was the third daughter of the family. The Dutt 

family was a family of distinguished intellectuals and poets. She also had the 

advantage of being taught by excellent English tutors at home and later on of t

long stay in Europe and England. Toru, with all her exposure to and involvement 

in Western life and culture loved the land of her birth and remained thoroughly 

Indian in her consciousness and sensibility. Besides her well

poems with the title ‘Ancient Ballads’ and ‘Legends of Hindustan’ (1882) she has 

to her credit a volume of poems in French titled ‘Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields’ 

(1875). ‘Our Casuarina Tree’, the most well known of Toru’s poems, was 

included in her ‘Miscellaneous Po
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1877) was a Bengali poet from the Indian subcontinent, who 

wrote in English and French. She was the third daughter of the family. The Dutt 

family was a family of distinguished intellectuals and poets. She also had the 

advantage of being taught by excellent English tutors at home and later on of the 

long stay in Europe and England. Toru, with all her exposure to and involvement 

in Western life and culture loved the land of her birth and remained thoroughly 

Indian in her consciousness and sensibility. Besides her well-known collection of 

the title ‘Ancient Ballads’ and ‘Legends of Hindustan’ (1882) she has 

to her credit a volume of poems in French titled ‘Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields’ 

(1875). ‘Our Casuarina Tree’, the most well known of Toru’s poems, was 

included in her ‘Miscellaneous Poems’. 
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long stay in Europe and England. Toru, with all her exposure to and involvement 

known collection of 

the title ‘Ancient Ballads’ and ‘Legends of Hindustan’ (1882) she has 

to her credit a volume of poems in French titled ‘Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields’ 
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Creepers like python 

Gray baboon sits like 
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Kokilas hail the day 

Recollects childhood 

days Recollects the days 

with her brother and 

sister 

They are no more 
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You visit your school after several years. As you cross the banyan tree at the entrance, cheerful memories fill your 

mind. Fill the bubbles with your memories. 

1. Recollecting the happiest moments of playing with friends 

2. Used the branches as swing 

3. Taking rest under the shade of the tree 

 

 
The poem begins with the description of the tree. The poet says that the creeper around the rugged trunk of the 

casuarina tree is like a huge Python. The creeper has left deep marks on the trunk of the tree. Being strong, the tree bears 

the tight hold of the creeper.  The poet then goes on to describe the life that thrives amidst every facet of the tree. The 

tree is metaphorically said as gallant and a giant due to its huge size, strength and boldness. It is colourful with red 

crimson flowers. At night, the song from Kokilas seemed endless. At dawn, she is delighted to see the casuarina tree 

through window. There are birds and bees on the branches. In winter,a gray baboon is seen sitting on the crest of the tree. 

It sees the sunrise with her younger ones. It leaps and plays in the tree’s boughs. The shadow of the tree appears to fall 

on the huge water tank.  

The casuarina tree is dear to the poet not because of its majestic appearance, but because of her happy moments with 

her siblings under it. It was memorable when the poet was in  faraway places like France and Italy. The poet wishes to 

consecrate the tree for the sake of her and the dead. She immortalizes the tree through this poem like how Wordsworth 

sanctified the Yew trees of Borrowdale. She wants the tree to be remembered with love forever. 

 

 

POEM ENGLISH ghly; jkpo; 

LIKE a huge Python, winding round and round 

The rugged trunk, indented deep with scars, 

Up to its very summit near the stars, 

A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound 

No other tree could live. But gallantly 

The giant wears the scarf, and flowers are hung 

In crimson clusters all the boughs among, 

Whereon all day are gathered bird and bee; 

Nghal;Nlhl fhu;ldpy; xU fhRupdh kuk; ,Ue;jJ.  

xU xl;Lz;zp tifia Nru;e;j nfhb mjd; mbg;gFjpapy; 

,Ue;J NkNy glu;e;jpUg;gJ el;rj;jpuj;ij njhl;LtpLtijg; 

Nghy cs;sJ.  

,e;j nfhbahy; NfRupdh l;up ];fhu;g; mzpe;jJ Nghy 

cs;sJ> 

f;upk;rd; G+f;fs; mofhfg; G+j;J FYq;FfpwJ.  

ehs;NjhWk; gwitfspd; fhdj;ijAk; tz;Lfspd; 
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And oft at nights the garden overflows 

With one sweet song that seems to have no 

close, 

Sung darkling from our tree, while men 

repose. 

uPq;fhuj;ijiaAk; Nfl;f KbAk;.  

,utpy; mjd; Fuyhy; ,jkhd J}f;fj;ij jOt KbfpwJ.  

When first my casement is wide open thrown 

At dawn, my eyes delighted on it rest; 

sometimes, and most in winter, - on its crest 

A gray baboon sits status – like along 

Watching the sunrise; while on lower boughs 

His puny offspring leap about and play; 

And far and near kokilas hail the day; 

And to their pastures wend our sleepy cows; 

me;j ,Ul;by; kdpju;fs; Xa;ntLf;Fk; rkak; vq;fs; kuj;jpy; 

,Ue;J Xu; ,dpikahd ghly; ghlg;gLk;. 

Kjypy;> [d;diyg; Nghd;W vd; fz;fs; ,ikAld; tpupe;J> 

mfyj; jpwf;Fk; khiyg; nghOJfs;> Xa;T vLf;Fk; rkak; 

vq;fs; kuj;jpd; kPJ trpf;Fk;. rpy Neuq;fspy; ngUk;ghYk; 

gdpf;fhyq;fspy; xU rhk;gy; epwf; Fuq;F jdpNa rpiy Nghy; 

mku;e;J  R+upad; cjpg;gijg; ghu;f;Fk;. mg;nghOJ> mjDila 

nkype;j mjd; Fl;b Fjpj;J tpisahLk; J}uj;jpYk; mUfpYk; 

Fapy;fs; me;j ehis tuNtw;Fk; J}f;ff;fyf;fj;jpy; gRf;fs; 

Nka;r;rYf;F nry;Yk;. 

And in the shadow, on the broad tank cast 

By that hoar tree, so beautiful and vast, 

The water – lilies spring, like snow enmassed. 

mjDila kpfg;gue;j mfyj; njhl;b Nghd;w epoypy; 

me;j kuk; Nghy; kpfok; mofhf gue;jpUe;jJ. 

ePh;> my;ypfs; tre;jj;jpy; gutpapUe;jd. gdp CLUtpaJ Nghy; 

But not because of its magnificence 

Dear is the Casuarina to my soul; 

Beneath it we have played; though years may 

roll, 

O sweet companions, loved with love intense, 

For your sakes, shall the tree be ever dear. 

Blent with your images, it shall arise 

In memory, till the hot tears blind mine eyes! 

What is that dirge – like murmur that I hear 

Like the sea breaking on a shingle – beach? 

It is the tree’s lament, an eerie speech,  

That haply to the unknown land may reach. 

Unknown, yet well-known to the eye of faith! 

Ah, I have heard that wail far, far away 

In distant lands, by many a sheltered bay 

When slumbered in his cave the water-wraith 

And the waves gently kissed the classic shore 

Of France or Italy, beneath the moon,  

When earth lay tranced in a dreamless swoon 

And every time the music rose, - before 

Mine inner vision rose a form sublime, 

Thy form, O Tree, as in my happy prime 

I saw thee, in my own loved native clime.  

Mdhy; mjDila rpwg;gpdhy; kl;Lky;yhky; 

me;j rTf;F kuj;jpd; md;G vdJ Md;khtpy; cs;sJ.  

mjdbapy; ehq;fs; tpisahbNdhk;. tUlq;fs; fle;J 

XbdhYk;> 

X...vdJ ,dpikahd JizfNs md;Gld;> md;gpd; 

kpFjpahy;cq;fsJ epkpj;jk;. ,e;j kuKk; vg;NghJk; vq;fs; 

md;ghdJ  

ekJ epidTfs; kq;fpdhYk; mJ kPz;Lk; vOk; ,WjpaQ;ryp 

Nghy; VNjh Kdfy; ehd; Nfl;fpNwd;. fly; cile;jJNghy> 

$ohq;fy;> epuk;gpa flw;fiuapy;  

,Jjhd; me;j kuj;jpd; Gyk;gy;> tpag;ghd Ngr;R! 

ehk; re;Njh\khf> Gjpa epyj;ij mile;jhYk; 

njhpahj> Mdhy; ed;F njhpe;j ek; ek;gpf;if.  

X! vdf;F Nfl;fpwJ; mJ XykpLtJ vd;w fz; ePz;l 

J}uj;jpy;  

ePz;l J}u epyj;jpy; epiwa Ngh; jq;Fk; tis  

guj;ij file;J cwq;fpdhs;> Flypy; ePuopT te;jJ. 

flyiyfs; nkJthf cd;id Kj;jkpl;ld cd;djkhd 

cdJ  

fiuapy; 

gpuhd;rpNyh> my;yJ ,j;jhypapNyh epytpd; mbapy;  

mg;NghJ ,e;j G+kp fdT epiyapy; fdtpy;yhky; %h;r;irahfp 

xt;nthU KiwAk; me;j ,ir vOk; Kd;dhy;  

vdJ cs;Szh;T vOk;> fk;gPukhf  

cd; cUtk; X kuNk vdJ Kjd;ikahd re;Njh\Nk! 

ehd; cd;id ghh;f;fpNwd;! vdJ nrhe;j md;ghd Njrj;J 

fhyepiyapy; 

mjdhy; ehd; cd;id Gdpjkhf;f nra;a tpUk;GfpNwd;. 
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Therefore I fain would consecrate a lay 

Unto thy honor, Tree, beloved of those  

Who now in blessed sleep for aye repose, - 

Dearer than life to me, alas, were they! 

Mayst thou be numbered when my days are 

done 

With deathless trees-like those in Borrowdale, 

Under whose awful branches lingered pale 

“Fear, trembling Hope, and Death, the 

skeleton, 

And Time the shadown,” and though weak the 

verse 

That would thy beauty fain, oh, fain rehearse, 

May Love defend thee from Oblivion’s curse. 

ehd; cd;id Nehf;fp khpahij nra;fpNwd;! kuNk mth;fspd; 

md;Gf;FhpaNs! 

mth;fs; jw;NghJ MrPh;tjpf;fg;gl;l cwf;fj;jpy; 

,Uf;fpwhh;fs; Mk; gjpypw;fhf 

vdJ tho;f;ifia tpl capuhdts;: me;Njh mitfs; vq;Nf 

eP mspg;gjw;fhf vz;zpf; ifapy; vdJ ehl;fs; Kbe;J 

tpl;ld 

,wg;gw;w kuq;fSld; ghNuhNly; Nghy;  

cdJ mofpa fpisfspd; fPNo cyyp ntspwpa  

gadJ> ek;gpf;if eLq;fp> kuzk;> vYk;Gf;F  

fhyk; epoyhfpg; NghdhYk; thh;j;ijfs; gytPdkhfpg; 

NghdhYk; 

mJ cdJ mofhd ctifAld;> X cdJ ctif 

xj;jpifAld; 

vdJ md;G cd;id ghJfhf;Fk; kwjpapypUe;Jk; 

rhgj;jpypUe;Jk;. 

 

 
Word Meaning Word Meaning 

gallantly  -  bravely or heroically repose  -  a state of rest 

casement  -  a type of window that is fixed on one 

side and opens like a door 

baboon  -  a type of large monkey found in 

Africa and Asia 

kokilas  -  a type of bird similar to the cuckoo wend  -  stroll 

hoar  -  white frost deposits on the tree enmassed  -  amassed 

shingle  -  rocky wraith  -  apparition 

tranced  -  dreamy condition/ hypnotised sublime  –  glorious/ grand 

fain  -  eagerly consecrate  -  to officially make something 

holy 

lay  -  amateur rehearse  -  repeat 

oblivion  -  a state of forgetfulness   

 

1. Fill in the blanks choosing the words from the box given and complete the summary of the poem. (Page 54) 

 The casuarina tree is tall and strong, with a creeper winding around it like a (1) ___ python______. The tree stands 

like a (2) __ statue_____ with a colourful scarf of flowers. Birds surround the garden and the sweet song of the birds 

is heard. The poet is delighted to see the casuarina tree through her (3) _____ casement____. She sees a grey 

monkey sitting like a (4) _____ giant ___on top of the tree, the cows grazing and the water lilies (5) _____ 

springing ______ in the pond. The poet feels that the tree is dear to her not for its (6) _____ impressive ______ 

appearance but for the (7) _____ nostalgic _____ memories of her happy childhood that it brings to her. She 

strongly believes that (8) _____ nature _____ communicates with human beings. The poet could communicate with 

the tree even when she was in a far-off land as she could hear the tree (9) _____ lamenting ______ her absence. The 

poet (10) ____ sanctified____ the tree’s memory to her loved ones, who are not alive. She immortalizes the tree 

through her poem like the poet Wordsworth who (11) _____ consecrates _____ the yew tree of Borrowdale in verse. 

She expresses her wish that the tree should be remembered out of love and not just because it cannot be (12) _____ 

forgotten ______. 
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 [python, statue, nature, casement, nostalgic, lamenting, impressive, forgotten, giant, consecrates, springing, 

sanctified ] 

2. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in one or two sentences each. (Page 

55) 

a) What is the creeper compared to? 

 The creeper is compared to a large python. 

b) How does the creeper appear on the tree? 

 The creeper appears on the tree like a python. 

c) Describe the garden during the night. 

 At night, the music of the bees and birds makes the whole garden come alive. 

d) How does the poet spend her winter? 

 The poet spends her winter by noticing gray baboons sitting motionless on the branch of the tree. 

e) Name the bird that sings in the poet’s garden. 

 Kokilas 

f) Why is the casuarina tree dear to poet’s heart? 

 The casuarina tree is dear to the poet’s heart because it brings to her mind the memories of her childhood. 

g) Does nature communicate with human beings? 

 Yes, nature communicates with human beings. 

h) What has Wordsworth sanctified in his poem? 

 Wordsworth has sanctified the yew trees of Borrowdale. 

i) To whom does Toru Dutt want to consecrate the tree’s memory? 

 Toru Dutt wants to consecrate the tree’s memory to her brother and sister who were dead. 

j) The casuarina tree will be remembered for ever. Why? 

 The casuarina tree will be remembered for ever because it was the poet's companion during her childhood days. 

 

 

 

POEM 2. OUR CASUARINA 

TREE - Toru Dutt 
Figure of speech 

Alliteration / 

Assonance 
Appreciation Hints 

LIKE a huge Python, winding 

round and round  

Simile / 

zoomorphism 

 Python - snake 

 

The rugged trunk, indented deep 

with scars,  

 

  Rugged – rough and uneven  

Indented – divided or edged 

with a zig zag line 

Up to its very summit near the 

stars, 

  Summit - top 

A creeper climbs, in whose 

embraces bound  

Personification / 

Alliteration 

Creeper, climbs  

No other tree could live. But 

gallantly 

Personification  Gallantly – bravely or 

heroically 

The giant wears the scarf, and 

flowers are hung  

Assonace And, are The poetess treats the tree like 

a human being as if it were 

wearing a scarf. 

In crimson clusters all the boughs 

among,  

Alliteration Common, clusters  

POETIC DEVICE 
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Whereon all day are gathered 

bird and bee;  

Alliteration Bird, bee  

And oft at nights the garden 

overflows  

  Oft - often 

With one sweet song that seems 

to have no close,  

Alliteration Sweet, song, seems  

Rhyming Scheme No proper 

rhyme scheme 

Rhyming Words   

Sung darkling from our tree, 

while men repose. 

  Repose - a state of rest 

When first my casement is wide 

open thrown  

 

  Casement – a type of window 

that is fixed on one side and 

acts like a door 

At dawn, my eyes delighted on it 

rest;  

  Dawn – early morning 

Sometimes, and most in 

winter,—on its crest  

   

A gray baboon sits statue-like 

alone 

Simile  Baboon – a type of monkey 

Watching the sunrise; while on 

lower boughs  

  Boughs – larger branches of 

the tree 

His puny offspring leap about 

and play;  

 

  Puny – little 

And far and near kokilas hail the 

day; 

  Kokilas – a type of bird similar 

to cuckoo 

And to their pastures wend our 

sleepy cows;  

  Wend – stroll 

And in the shadow, on the broad 

tank cast 

   

By that hoar tree, so beautiful 

and vast,  

  Hoar – white frost deposits on 

the tree 

The water-lilies spring, like snow 

enmassed.  

 

 

Simile  Enmassed – amassed  

The water lilies are sprung 

fully in the pond which seem to 

be like a snow covered place 

But not because of its 

magnificence  

 But, because  

Dear is the Casuarina to my soul:    

Beneath it we have played; 

though years may roll,  

 

  Beneath – under  

We refers to the poetess and 

his brother and sister 

O sweet companions, loved with 

love intense, 

   

For your sakes, shall the tree be  Sake, shall  
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ever dear.  

Blent with your images, it shall 

arise 

   

In memory, till the hot tears blind 

mine eyes! 

   

What is that dirge-like murmur 

that I hear  

Simile   

Like the sea breaking on a 

shingle-beach?  

Simile  Shingle - rocky 

It is the tree’s lament, an eerie 

speech, 

Personification  Eerie – giant appearance 

That haply to the unknown land 

may reach.  

  Haply – by any chance 

Unknown, yet well-known to the 

eye of faith! 

Anti-thesis   

Ah, I have heard that wail far, far 

away  

Personification   

In distant lands, by many a 

sheltered bay, 

   

When slumbered in his cave the 

water-wraith  

  Wraith – apparition 

And the waves gently kissed the 

classic shore  

Personification   

Of France or Italy, beneath the 

moon, 

   

When earth lay trancèd in a 

dreamless swoon:  

Personification  Tranced - - hyptonised 

And every time the music rose,—

before 

   

Mine inner vision rose a form 

sublime,  

  Sublime – glorious, grand 

Thy form, O Tree, as in my 

happy prime 

   

I saw thee, in my own loved 

native clime. 

  Clime - climate 

Therefore I fain would 

consecrate a lay  

  Fain – having made 

preparations eagerly 

Unto thy honor, Tree, beloved of 

those 

Personification   

Who now in blessed sleep for aye 

repose,— 

Euphemism  blessed sleep refers to death 

Dearer than life to me, alas, were 

they! 

   

Mayst thou be numbered when   Numbered - counted 
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my days are done  

With deathless trees—like those 

in Borrowdale,  

 Simile  

Under whose awful branches 

lingered pale 

   

“Fear, trembling Hope, and 

Death, the skeleton, 

   

And Time the shadow;” and 

though weak the verse  

Metaphor   

That would thy beauty fain, oh, 

fain rehearse, May 

  Rehearse – repeat 

Love defend thee from 

Oblivion’s curse 

  Oblivion – forgetfulness 

 

 
3. Read the lines given below and answer the 

questions that follow.(Text page 55) 

a)  A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound  

 No other tree could live. 

i) Which tree is referred to in the above lines? 

 The casuarina tree is referred to in the above 

lines. 

ii) How does the tree survive the tight hold of 

the creeper? 

 The tree survives the tight hold of the creeper 

by its strength and power. 

iii) Why does Toru Dutt use the expression ‘a 

creeper climbs’? 

 Toru Dutt uses the expression ‘a creeper 

climbs’ to show the vertical growth of a tree. 

b)  The giant wears the scarf, and flowers are 

hung  

 In crimson clusters all the bough among! 

i) Who is the giant here? 

 The casuarina tree is the giant here. 

ii) Why is the scarf colourful? 

 The scarf is colourful because bright red 

flowers bloom on the branches of the casuarina 

tree. 

 

c)  “Fear, trembling Hope, and Death, the 

skeleton, 

 And Time the shadow”, and though weak the 

verse 

 That would thy beauty fain, oh, fain rehearse, 

 May Love defend tree from oblivion’s curse. 

i) What does the poet mean by the expression 

‘May love defend thee from oblivion’s 

curse?’ 

 The poet means that her love for casuarina tree 

that will protect it from being forgotten. 

ii) What does the expression ‘fain’ convey? 

 The expression ‘fain’ conveys gladness. 

iii) What does the poet convey through the 

expression ‘Fear, trembling hope’? 

 Under the distressing branches of those trees, 

fear, hope and death had lingered. 

 
1)  Like a huge python, winding round and round 

 The rugged trunk, indented deep with scars 

a) What is python? 

 Python is a large snake. 

b) How does a python kill its prey? 

 A python kills its prey by twisting itself around 

it and crushing it to death. 

c) What is compared to a python? 

 A huge creeper is compared to a python. 
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d) Why is a huge creeper compared to a 

python? 

 A huge creeper is compared to a python in 

order to suggest that the creeper has tightly 

embraced the tree. 

e) What is the figure of speech employed in the 

first line? 

 Simile 

f) What do the scars on the trunk reveal? 

 The scars on the trunk reveal that the trunk is 

rough and tough. 

2)  Up to its very summit near the stars, 

 A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound  

 No other tree could live. But gallantly 

 The giant wears the scarf, ……………. 

a) What do you mean by the summit on the 

stars? 

 The summit on the stars means that the trunk of 

the casuarina tree seems to touch the sky. 

b) What tells you about the strength and power 

of the casuarina tree? 

 The grip of the creeper on the tree is so strong 

that any other tree than the casuarina would not 

have survived its grip. It shows that the 

casuarina tree is very strong and powerful. 

c) What is the meaning of the word ‘gallantly’? 

 The word ‘gallantly’ means bravely or 

heroically or sportingly. 

3) …………………..and flowers are hung 

 In crimson clusters all the boughs among, 

 Whereon all day are gathered bird and bee; 

a) What attracts birds and bees? 

 Bright red flowers that bloom on the branches 

of the tree attract birds and bees. 

b) What does the poet describe in the above 

lines? 

 The poet describes the bright red flowers which 

bloom on the branches of the tree. 

c) Where do the birds and bees play? 

 The birds and bees play on the branches of the 

casuarina tree. 

d) What kind of imagery is used in the second 

line? 

 Visual imagery 

4) And oft at nights the garden overflows  

 With one sweet song that seems to have no 

close 

 Sung darkling from our tree, while men repose. 

a) What happens at night? 

 At night, the music of the birds called Kokilas 

makes the whole garden come alive. 

b) What kind of imagery used in the first line? 

 Auditory image 

c) Comment on the poet’s love for detail. 

 The poet describes each scene in minute 

details. She describes the flowers, the birds and 

their songs, the bees and their buzzing very 

minutely. It shows that she is keen to describe 

every detail. 

5)  When first my casement is wide open thrown 

 At dawn, my eyes delighted on it rest; 

a) What does the poet see first in the morning? 

 The poet sees the casuarina tree first in the 

morning. 

b) Whom does ‘it’’ refer to? 

 ‘It’ refers to the casuarina tree. 

c) How has the tree been earlier described? 

 The casuarina tree is stately and beautiful. 

Bright red flowers bloom on the branches of 

the tree.  

d) What is ‘casement’? 

 ‘Casement’ is a type of window that is fixed on 

one side and opens like a door. 

6)  Sometimes, and most in winter, - on its crest 

 A gray baboon sits statue-like alone 

a) What does the poet notice mostly in winter? 

 The poet notices gray baboons mostly in 

winter. 

b) How and where does baboon sit? 

 Baboon sits motionless on the branch of the 

tree. 
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c) What is ‘baboon’? 

 ‘Baboon’ is a type of large monkey found in 

Africa and Asia. 

d) Mention the figure of speech used in the 

second line. 

 Simile  

e) How does the poet compare the baboon? 

 The poet compares the baboon with a statue. 

f) Explain the significance of the comparison. 

 The baboon looks as motionless and quiet as a 

statue. 

7)  Watching the sunrise; while on lower boughs 

 His puny offspring leap about and play; 

a) Who is watching the sunrise? 

 The baboon is watching the sunrise. 

b) Who lives on lower boughs of the tree? 

 The baby baboons live on the lower boughs of 

the tree. 

c) What does the baby baboons do? 

 The baby baboons play merrily. 

8) And far and near kokilas hail the day; 

 And to their pastures wend our sleepy cows; 

a) What is ‘kokila’? 

 ‘Kokila” is a type of bird similar to cuckoo. 

b) How do kokilas welcome the day? 

 Kokilas welcome the day by singing a song. 

c) Where are the cows led? 

 The cows are led to green pastures. 

d) Why are the cows led? 

 The cows are led to feed. 

e) What do you mean by ‘wend’? 

 It means stroll. 

 

9)  And in the shadow, on the broad tank cast 

 By that hoar tree, so beautiful and vast, 

 The water-lilies spring, like snow enmassed. 

a) Where do the water lilies grow? 

 Water lilies grow in the broad tank beside the 

huge tree. 

b) Mention the figure of speech used in the last 

line? 

 Simile 

c) Explain ‘hoar’. 

 ‘Hoar’ is white frost. 

d) Where is hoar deposited? 

 Hoar is deposited on the tree, 

e) Bring out the meaning of the word 

‘enmassed’. 

 It means amassed. 

10) But not because of its magnificence 

 Dear is the Casuarina to my soul: 

 Beneath it we have played; though years may 

roll, 

a) What is the ‘magnificence’ of casuarina? 

 Casuarina tree is stately, beautiful, huge and 

majestic. 

b) Why is the casuarina tree dear to the poet? 

(OR) Give two reasons for which the 

casuarina tree is dear to the poet. 

 The casuarina tree is dear to the poet for two 

reasons. The first is that it is stately and 

beautiful. The second reason is that the tree 

brings to her mind thememories of a time when 

she played under it with her brother and sister. 

c) Whom does ‘we’ refer to? 

 ‘We’ refers to the poet, her brother and sister. 
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4. Explain the following lines with reference to the context.( text page 56) 

a) Dear is the Casuarina to my soul; 

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” written by Toru Dutt. 

Explanation:  

 The poet expresses her love to the casuarina tree in this line. It is not only because of its significance that she loves 

the tree but also because ofher memories connected with it. She loves the tree because it reminded of her childhood 

days.  

Comment:  

 The poet has vivid memories of the days. 

b) It is the tree’s lament, an eerie speech, 

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” written by Toru Dutt. 

Explanation:  

 In a nostalgic mood, the poet says that the memories of the tree bring tears in her eyes. She feels that the tree is 

lamenting over the deaths of her brother and sister.  

Comment:  

 The message of the tree may reach the unknown land inhabited by her siblings. 

c) Unto thy honor, Tree, beloved of those 

Who now in blessed sleep for aye repose, 

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” written by Toru Dutt. 

Explanation:  

 The poet now dedicates a verse in honour to the casuarina tree because it was not only loved by her but also by her 

dead brother and sister. 

Comment:  

 The message of the tree may reach the unknown land inhabited by her siblings. 

 

 

 

1.  LIKE a huge Python, winding round and round 

 The rugged trunk, indented deep with scars, 

 Up to its very summit near the stars, 

 A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound 

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” written by Toru Dutt. 

Explanation:  

 The trunk of casuarina tree is deeply marked with scars.It seems to touch the sky. A huge creeper, like a Python, 

winds round the rough and tough trunk of the tree. The creeper had so tightly embraced the tree that no other tree 

than the casuarina tree would have survived. 

Comment:  

 Simile and personification are used here. 
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2.  ……………………….But gallantly 

 The giant wears the scarf, and flowers are hung 

 In crimson clusters all the boughs among, 

 Whereon all day are gathered bird and bee; 

 And oft at nights the garden overflows 

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” written by Toru Dutt. 

Explanation:  

 The casuarina, however, does not complain about the creeper’s hold. It sportingly wears it. Bright red flowers 

blossom on the branches of the tree. They attract all kinds of birds and bees. These bees and birds play on the 

branches of the tree. 

Comment:  

 Often at night the sweet melody of the birds makes the whole garden come alive. 

3.  When first my casement is wide open thrown 

 At dawn, my eyes delighted on it rest; 

 Sometimes, and most in winter, - on its crest 

 A gray baboon sits statue-like alone  

Context:  

 These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” written by Toru Dutt. 

Explanation:  

 When the poet opens her windows early in the morning, the first thing she sees is the casuarina tree. Sometimes in 

the winter months, she sees a baboon sitting motionless and quiet on the highest branches of the tree. 

Comment:  

 A baboon is a type of monkey. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Context:  

 The given lines are from the poem “Our Casuarina Tree” written by Toru Dutt an Indian poetess.  

Explanation:  

 The poetess remembers a casuarina tree under which she and her siblings used to play happily during her childhood 

days. But her brother and sister were not there. Hence she laments. 

Comment:  

 Finally the tree remains as a symbol of happiness, innocence and affection in her mind. 

5. Identify the figure of speech used in each of the extracts given below and write down the answer in the space 

given below. The first one is done for you. 

a) “LIKE a huge Python, winding round and round the rugged trunk, indented deep with scars”,  

 Simile 

b)  “ A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound 

 No other tree could live. But gallantly 

 The giant wears the scarf, and flowers are hung......” 

 Personification 

COMMOM ERC 

ERC CLUE WORDS 

Gallantly, repose, casement, python, baboon, kokilas, wend, hoar, enmassed, shingle, wraith, tranced, sublime, 

fain, consecrate, lay, rehearse, oblivion 
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c)“A gray baboon sits statue–like alone’’ 

 Simile 

d)“The water-lilies spring, like snow enmassed.” 

 Simile 

e)  “ What is that dirge - like murmur that I hear 

 Like the sea breaking on a shingle -beach? 

 Simile 

 

 
Answer each of the following questions in a paragraph of 100–150 words. 

a) Describe the reminiscences of the poet, when she sees the casuarina tree. 

  Toru Dutt was a Bengali poetess. She wrote in English as well as French.  Her famous poem is “ Our 

Casuarina Tree”. In this poem, the poetess describes a huge casuarina tree. It links her reminiscences of 

childhood. The poetess remembers the tree which she, her brother and sister used to play happily during 

her childhood days. There is a large vine plant crowding around the tree like a python. The crimson 

flowers are red on the boughs of the tree. The tree has its own beauty. It attracts birds and bees. Even at 

night, the tree is full of sounds of birds and insects.  

b) How does nature communicate with the poet? 

  Toru Dutt was a Bengali poetess. She wrote in English as well as French. Her famous poem is “Our 

Casuarina Tree”. In this poem, the poetess describes a huge casuarina tree. It links her reminiscences of 

childhood. The poetess is a keen observer of nature. She describes the morning scene vividly and 

realistically. The hailing of the day by Kokilas, the sleepy cows going to pastures and the springing of 

water lilies in the pond are beautiful scenes of nature. All of them are portrayed through concrete imagery. 

c) The poet immortalizes the tree. Elucidate. 

  Toru Dutt was a Bengali poetess. She wrote in English as well as French. Her famous poem is “Our 

Casuarina Tree”. In this poem, the poetess speaks about a huge casuarina tree which associates her 

reminiscences of childhood “Our Casuarina Tree” is remarkable for its imagery, sincerity of experience, 

vividness and mastery of phrase and rhythm. The poetess conveys her thought in a logical manner. She 

glorifies the casuarina tree. She adds personal touch while describing the casuarina tree. She describes the 

memories of her childhood days linked with the tree. The tree provides her a context to remember the 

period of childhood spent in the company of her deceased brother and sister. Thus the poetess 

immortalizes the tree. 
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A massive creeper winds around the rough and tough trunk of the casuarina tree. It appears to be a 

huge python. The trunk of the tree is marked with scars. The grip of the creeper on the tree is very strong. 

Any other tree than the casuarina might not have survived its grip. The casuarina tree makes no complaint 

about the creeper’s hold on it. 

Bright red flowers bloom on the branches of the casuarina. They attract all kinds of bees and birds. 

They play among the tree’s colourful footage. At night, the whole garden comes alive with the never 

ending melody from a bird on the branches of the tree. She is delighted to see the casuarina tree through 

window at dawn.  

In winter, she has sometimes seen a baboon family among the branches of the tree. Kokilas welcome 

the sunrise from near and far. The still drowsy cows begin their journey to feed in green pastures. White 

lilies bloom on the broad tank near the casuarina tree. 

The tree has a special place in the poet’s heart. She used to play with her deceased brother and sister 

under the tree. Their memories are linked with the tree. The tree reminds her of the happy childhood days. 

She used to hear a strange drive like sound. It was the tree’s lament over their loss. She has heard this 

sound even in far away countries where she had gone to study. Every time she hears the strange music, 

the vision of the majestic tree with all the memories flashes across her mind.The poetess dedicates a verse 

to the casuarina. She, her brother and sister loved the tree. The tree will become immortal like the yew 

trees of Borrowdale, sanctified by Wordsworth in his poetry. The poet says that her poetry may be weak 

but she knows that her love for the tree and everything it stands for will protect it from being ever 

forgotten. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The poem “Our Casuarina Tree” is remarkable for the poet's glorification of the casuarina tree. The 

poet conveys her thoughts in a logical manner. She glorifies the tree. In the first stanza, she describes the 

beauty and majesty of the tree. There are red flowers on the branches of the tree. There are birds and bees 

on the tree.  

HIGH LEVEL PARAGRAPH 

Name of the Poem :  Our Casuarina Tree 

Name of the Poet :  Toru Dutt 

Genre   :  Poem 

Theme   :  Remembering childhood days. 

AVERAGE PARAGRAPH 

Name of the Poem :  Our Casuarina Tree 

Name of the Poet :  Toru Dutt 

Genre   :  Poem 

Theme   :  Remembering childhood days. 
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Then she vividly describes the baboons jumping and playing about. The poet is a keen observer of 

nature. She describes the morning scene vividly and realistically. The hailing of the day by Kokilas, the 

sleepy cows going to pastures and the springing of water lilies in the pond are beautiful scenes of nature. 

All of them are portrayed through concrete imagery. The poet adds personal touch while describing the 

casuarina tree. She describes the narration of her childhood days linked with the tree. The tree provides 

her a context to remember her childhood with her deceased brother and sister. She wants to consecrate the 

tree. She wants the tree to be remembered with love forever. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
First read the questions given below, then listen to 

the poem, read aloud by the teacher or played on an 

audio player. Then answer the questions based on 

your listening of the poem. (Page 56)  

1. The poet was tossing in the bed awake because 

________. 

 a) he was worried  b) he was struggling to sleep 

c) it was day time  d) he was tired 

2. The ________ were ‘sparkling as pearls’. 

 a) moon   b) sun     

 c) stars    d) meteoroids 

3. The ________ gave the poet a motherly smile. 

 a) sun   b) stars     

 c) moon   d) sky 

4. _______ made the poet’s eyelids droop. 

 a) nature   b) rosy lips    

 c) songs   d) tiredness 

5. ________ is the title of the poem. 

 a) Wonders  b) Midnight Wonders   

 c) Nature   d) Midnight dreams 

 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Name of the Poem :  Our Casuarina Tree 

Name of the Poet :  Toru Dutt 

Genre   :  Poem 

Theme   :  Remembering childhood days. 

 

 The poet gives a vivid description of the casuarina tree. 

 The tree has a strong creeper. It is compared with a python. 

 There are birds and bees on the tree.  

 There is a huge tank near the tree.  

 The water lillies bloom in the tank. 

 She remembers the tree because of happy memories of her childhood. 

 She had been playing under the tree with her brother and sister who were dead.  

 The memories of her brother and sister bring tears to her eyes. 

 She hopes that the tree will be remembered forever as the yew trees of Borrowdale in 

Wordsworth are still remembered. She wants to consecrate the tree. 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020

PENGUIN 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com  
For orders contact : 89256 12359 
                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Tula Province, Russia. He is best 

known for the novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877), often cited 

as pinnacles of realist fiction. He first achieved

his semi-autobiographical trilogy, Childhood, Boyhood, and Youth and Sevastopol 

Sketches, based upon his experiences in the Crimean War. Tolstoy’s fiction includes 

dozens of short stories and several novellas such as

Family Happiness, and Hadji Murad. He also wrote plays and numerous 

philosophical essays. Tolstoy died on November 20, 1910 in Astapovo, Russia.
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Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Tula Province, Russia. He is best 

known for the novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877), often cited 

as pinnacles of realist fiction. He first achieved literary acclaim in his twen-ties with 

autobiographical trilogy, Childhood, Boyhood, and Youth and Sevastopol 

Sketches, based upon his experiences in the Crimean War. Tolstoy’s fiction includes 

dozens of short stories and several novellas such as The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), 

Family Happiness, and Hadji Murad. He also wrote plays and numerous 

philosophical essays. Tolstoy died on November 20, 1910 in Astapovo, Russia. 

 
Prison 

 
The prisoner 

 
THE MERCHANT STARTS SERIES OF EVENTS OF THE STORY
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known for the novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877), often cited 

ties with 

autobiographical trilogy, Childhood, Boyhood, and Youth and Sevastopol 

Sketches, based upon his experiences in the Crimean War. Tolstoy’s fiction includes 

The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), 

 

 
A way to escape 

 
SERIES OF EVENTS OF THE STORY 
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Aksionov a Merchant 

Lived at Vladimir 
Decided to go to 

Nizhny fair 

His wife forbade him 

as she had bad dreams 

In spite of her warning 

he set out. 

On the way, he stayed 

at an inn 

Resumed his journey 

neat morning 

on the way he was 

arrested for murdering 

another merchant 

Found a knife in his 

bag 

Imprisoned to life 

sentence 

Met another criminal 

named Makar 

He was the real 

murderer 
Admitted his guilt 

By the time he had 

been released 
he was dead 

www.Padasalai.Net                                            www.TrbTnpsc.com

Please Send Your Study Materials to our Email Id:   padasalai.net@gmail.com

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

cbsetips
cbsetips

https://www.padasalai.net/


Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 480 

 
 

PENGUIN 74 XII - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com             www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972  To order on the internet : 
                         https://penguinbooks.in/product/12th-penguin-english-main-book/ 
 

 
If you are punished for a prank your classmate played, how would you react to the situation? 

  If I am punished for a prank my classmate played, I would forgive him after advising in different ways such as how 

much annoyance, enmity and hatred it injects into one’s mind. 

While many would seek vengeance or feel sorry for themselves, some may put their trust in God, forgive others 

for the wrongs done to them and move on in life. What is your take on this? Discuss. 

 If I take vengeance now, someone will take a turn against me one day. The permanent solution is to forgive others 

and put our trust in God. 

 

 
In Russia during the nineteenth century, a young, attractive businessman named Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov lived with 

his wife and children. Although he had been a bit wild in his youth, he had now settled down and lived a responsible life. 

One day he decided to make a trip to a fair to sell his merchandise. Although his wife had had a bad dream about this 

trip, Aksionov decided to proceed. On the way, he stopped at an inn, where he met another merchant, a person he knew. 

They decided to stay at the inn in rooms next to one another. 

The next morning, he proceeded on his way. After traveling twenty-five miles, he was stopped by a local police 

officer, who questioned him closely about the time he had spent at the inn. It turned out that the other merchant had been 

found with his throat slit open. Aksionov was arrested with the circumstantial evidence-a blood stained knife in his bag, 

although Aksionov protested his innocence. 

 Even his wife wondered if he might have been involved, since the circumstantial evidence was so striking. A 

petition to the Czar for mercy was turned down. Aksionov bade his wife and young children farewell, reflecting that only 

God can know the truth and that only God can provide true clemency. Aksionov continued to petition the Czar, but 

eventually he despaired of any earthly mercy, focusing his thoughts on God. After being severely flogged, he was sent to 

work in the mines in Siberia. During his twenty-six years of imprisonment there, his hair turned white, his happy-go-

lucky personality disappeared, and his body began to weaken; he never showed any signs of happiness and he frequently 

prayed to God. 

While imprisoned, he became a boot-maker, thus earning enough money to buy a book called “The Lives of the 

Saints”. He read this book whenever possible. On Sundays he took a prominent role in the religious services, and he sang 

in the choir of the prison church. The wardens and guards appreciated his humility, and the other prisoners regarded, 

calling him “Grandfather” and “The Saint.” He became their representative when they needed to deal with the 

authorities, and they trusted him so much that they treated him as a kind of judge, who could settle disputes and 

disagreements amongst them. Meanwhile, he had no information about his family nor any contact with them. They might 

all be dead, for all he knew. 

When a new shipment of prisoners arrived one day, Aksionov eventually realized that one of the men, Makar, was 

from his own home town. In response to Aksionov’s questions, Makar informed the old man that Aksionov’s family was 

prosperous. Makar seemed to know Aksionov somehow, leading the latter to wonder if Makar knew anything about the 

murder of the merchant. Makar’s reply led Aksionov to suspect that it was Makar who had in fact committed the crime. 

Tormented by painful memories and by a sense of all the years he had lost, he eventually accused Makar, privately, of 

having murdered the merchant. Makar ignored the accusation even though Aksionov had caught Makar trying to dig a 

tunnel to escape the prison. Aksionov could easily have reported this deed to the authorities, but he chose to keep quiet, 

even after Makar threatened him. When the tunnel was eventually discovered, no one would identify Makar as the culprit 

who had been doing the digging. Even Aksionov, who was closely questioned by the Governor of the prison because the 
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Governor knew that his testimony would be honest, denied knowing who had been digging. He did not want Makar  to 

be harshly punished and even began to wonder if he had wrongly suspected Makar of murdering the merchant. 

Later that night, Makar came to Aksionov’s bed and begged the old man for forgiveness. He confessed that he had 

indeed killed the merchant and had hidden the bloody knife in Aksionov’s belongings. He offered to confess this crime 

so that Aksionov could be released from prison and go back to his home and family. Makar continued to beg Aksionov 

for forgiveness, especially since Aksionov had not revealed what he knew about Makar and the tunnel. 

Both men were soon weeping, and Aksionov said “God will forgive you! . . . Maybe I am a hundred times worse 

than you.” Having said this, he suddenly felt unburdened and no longer cared about leaving prison. He only desired 

death. Makar did eventually confess to having killed the merchant, but by the time Aksionov’s pardon arrived, he was 

already deceased. 

 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY ENGLISH Jizg;glk; jkpo; 

God Sees the Truth, But Waits 

Leo Tolstoy 

flTs; ghu;j;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpwhu;! Mdhy; 

fhj;jpUf;fpwhu;! ypNah lhy;];lha;. 

Here is a story about faith, forgiveness, freedom and 

acceptance of a young merchant named Aksionov, who 

was sent to prison for a crime he didn’t commit. 

In the town of Vladimir lived a young merchant named 

Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov. He had two shops and a house 

of his own. 

,e;jf; fij ek;gpf;if> kd;dpj;jy;> Rje;jpuk; Vw;Wf; 

nfhs;sy; Mfpa midj;Jk; nfhz;l ,sikahd 

tzpfh; ngah; mf;\Nehth. mth;jhd; nra;ahj xU 

Fw;wj;jpw;fhf rpiw gpbf;fg;gl;lhh;.tpyhbkh; vd;w 

efuj;jpy; ,thd; bkpl;hpr; mf;\Nehth vd;w ,sk; 

tzpfh; ,Ue;jhh;. mtUf;F ,uz;L filfSk; xU 

tPLk; nrhe;jkhf ,Ue;jd. 

Aksionov was a handsome, fair-haired, curly-headed 

fellow, full of fun, and very fond of singing. When 

quite a young man he had been given to drink, and was 

riotous when he had had too much; but after he married 

he gave up drinking, except now and then 

mf;\Nehth mofhd> Njhw;wKila RUz;l 

KbAila mofhd kdpjd;. Ntbf;ifahf ghLtjpy; 

Mh;tKilath;. kpf ,sk; tajpNyNa Fbf;Fk; 

gof;fk; cz;L. mjpfkhf Fbj;Jtpl;lhy; 

mlq;fkhl;lhd;. Mdhy; jpUkzkhd gpd;  

Fbg;gij tpl;Ltpl;lhd;. vg;NghjhtJ Fbg;ghd;. 

Aksionov laughed. “That’s a lucky sign,” said he. “See 

if I don’t sell out all my goods, and bring you some 

presents from the fair.” 

mf;\Nehth rphpj;jhd;. mJ ey;y mwpFwp jhNd 

vd;whd;. ,q;Nf ghh;! ehd; vy;yhtw;iwAk; 

tpw;fkhl;Nld;. cdf;F VjhtJ ghpR thq;fp 

tUfpNwd;. re;ijapypUe;J vd;whd;. 

So he said good-bye to his family, and drove away.  

When he had travelled half-way, he met a merchant 

whom he knew, and they put up at the same inn for the 

night. They had some tea together, and then went to bed 

in adjoining rooms. 

jdJ FLk;gj;jplkpUe;J tpilngw;W Xl;br; nrd;whd; 

ghjp J}uk; gazk; nra;j gpd; mtDf;F njhpe;j xU 

tzpfiur; re;jpj;jhd;. ,tUk; topg;Nghf;fh; jq;Fk; 

xNu tpLjpapy; md;wpuT jq;fpdh;. ,UtUk; B 

Fbj;jdh;. mg;Gwk; mtuth; miwf;Fr; nrd;W 

gLj;jdh;. 

It was not Aksionov’s habit to sleep late, and, wishing 

to travel while it was still cool, he aroused his driver 

before dawn, and told him to put in the horses.  

Then he made his way across to the landlord of the inn 

(who lived in a cottage at the back), paid his bill, and 

continued his journedy. 

mf;\NehthTf;F Neuk; fopj;Jj; J}q;fp goftpy;iy. 

vdNt Fspuhf ,Uf;Fk;NghNj gazk; nra;Jtpl 

Ntz;Lk; vd epidj;Njd;. ,Ul;lhf ,Uf;Fk; NghNj 

Xl;Leiu vOg;gpf; Fjpiufis jahh; nra; vd;wdh;. 

mth; epy nrhe;jf;fhuh;> ,lj;Jf;F ele;J nrd;W 

tpLjp Kjyhsp (gpd;dhy; FbapUg;gpy; ,Ue;jhh;) aplk; 

njhifiar; nrYj;jptpl;L gazj;ij njhlh;e;jhh;. 
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When he had gone about twenty-five miles, he stopped 

for the horses to be fed. Aksionov rested a while in the 

passage of the inn, then he stepped out into the porch, 

and, ordering a samovar to be heated, got out his guitar 

and began to play. 

mth; ,Ugj;ije;J iky;fs; nrd;W jdJ Fjpiu 

cztUe;j epWj;jpdhh;. mf;\Nehth rpwpJ 

Xa;ntLf;f topg;Nghf;fh; tpLjpapy; jq;fpdhh;. gpd; 

jho;thuj;jpw;Fr; nrd;w Nrhkthh; (Fbghdk;) 

nfhz;L tur; nrhy;yptpl;L jdJ fpl;lhh; (euk;G 

fUtp) vLj;Jthrpf;f Muk;gpj;jhh;. 

Suddenly a troika drove up with tinkling bells and an 

official alighted, followed by two soldiers. He came to 

Aksionov and began to question him, asking him who 

he was and whence he came. Aksionov answered him 

fully, and said, “Won’t you have some tea with me?” 

But the official went on cross questioning him and 

asking him. “Where did you spend last night? Were you 

alone, or with a fellow-merchant? Did you see the other 

merchant this morning? Why did you leave the inn 

before dawn?” 

jpBnud> xU %d;W Fjpiu tz;b kzpmbj;Jf; 

nfhz;L te;jJ mjpy; mjpfhhp xUth;> ,uz;L 

tPuh;fs; gpd; njhlu te;jhh;. mth; mf;\Nehth 

mUfpy; te;J Nfs;tp Nfl;fj; njhlq;fpdhh;. ahh; eP? 

vg;NghJ ,q;F te;jha;? mf;\Nehth KOikahf 

gjpyspj;jhs;. NkYk; vd;Dld; Nrh;e;J B rhg;gpl 

khl;Bh;fsh? vd;whs;. ,uz;L tPuh;fSk; ,thplk;  

FWf;Ff; Nfs;tpfs; Nfl;ldh;. New;W ,uT vq;F 

fopj;jPh;fs;? ePq;fs; kl;Lkh? my;yJ cld; NtW 

tzpfh; ,Ue;jhuh? me;j tzpfiuf; fhiyapy; 

ePq;fs; re;jpj;jPh;fsh? Vd; ePq;fs; tpLjpia tpl;L 

,Ul;bNyNa fpsk;gp tpl;Bh;fsh? 

Aksionov wondered why he was asked all these 

questions, but he described all that had happened, and 

then added, “Why do you cross – question me as if I 

were a thief or a robber? I am travelling on business of 

my own, and there is no need to question me.” 

mf;\Nehth Mr;rhpag;gl;lhd;. Vd; ,th; ,j;jid 

Nfs;tpfs; Nfl;fpwhh;. Mdhy; mtd; ele;jJ 

KOtijAk; tpsf;fpdhd;. NkYk; Vd; eP FWf;F 

Nfs;tpfs; Nfl;fpwha;? ehd; jpUldh my;yJ 

nfhs;isf;fhudh? ehd; vdJ nfhs;s tpahghuk;  

rhh;ghf gazpj;Jf; nfhz;Ls;Nsd;. mjdhy; 

vd;id Nfs;tp Nfl;f Ntz;ba mtrpakpy;iy. 

Then the official, calling the soldiers, said, “I am the 

police – officer of this district, and I question you 

because the merchant with whom you spent last night 

has been found with his throat cut. We must search your 

things.” 

me;j mjpfhhp tPuh;fis mioj;J ehd; ,e;j 

khtl;lj;jpd; fhty; mjpfhhp ehd; Vd; cd;id 

Nfs;tp Nfl;fpNwnd;dwhy; New;W ,uT eP ahUld; 

fopj;jhNah me;j tzpfh; fOj;J mWf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. 

ehq;fs; cdJ cilikfisj; Njl Ntz;Lk; 

They entered the house. The soldiers and the police – 

officer unstrapped Aksionov’s luggage and searched it. 

Suddenly the officer drew a knife out of a bag, crying, 

“Whose knife is this?” 

mth;fs; tPl;bDs;Ns Eioe;jhh;fs;. tPuh;fSk; 

Nghyp]; mjpfhhpAk; mf;\Nehthtpd; Rikia 

mtpo;j;Jj; Njbdh;. jpBnud;W mjpfhhp> xU 

fj;jpiag; igapypUe;J ntspNa cUtp fj;jpdhh;. 

ahUila fj;jp ,J vd;W! 

Aksionov looked, and seeing a blood-stained knife 

taken from his bag, he was frightened. 

mf;\Nehth ghh;j;jhd;. ,uj;jk; Njhg;Gj; fj;jpia 

igapypUe;J vLj;jijg; ghh;j;J> gae;J Nghdhd;. 

“How is it there is blood on this knife?” 

Aksionov tried to answer, but could hardly utter a word, 

and only stammered: “I—don’t know--not mine.” Then 

the police – officer said: “This morning the merchant 

was found in bed with his throat cut. You are the only 

person who could have done it. The house was locked 

from inside, and no one else was there. Here is this 

blood-stained knife in your bag and your face and 

manner betray you! Tell me how you killed him,  

and how much money you stole?” 

vg;gb ,e;jf; fj;jpapy; ,uj;jk; te;jJ. mf;\Nehth 

gjpyspf;f Kad;whd;. Mdhy; thh;j;ijfs; 

tutpy;iy. jpf;fpdhd;. ehd; njhpatpy;iy. ehdpy;iy> 

mjd;gpd; Nghyp]; mjpfhhp nrhd;dhh;. ,d;W 

mjpfhiy> me;j tzpfh; njhz;il mWgl;l 

epiyapy; gLf;ifapy; ghh;j;Njhk;. eP jhd; ,e;j 

nraiyr; nra;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk;. me;j tPL cl;Gwkhf 

G+l;lg;gl;bUe;jJ. mq;F NtW ahUk; ,y;iy. ,q;F 

cdJ igapy; ,uj;jf; fiw gbe;j fj;jp cs;sJ. 

cdJ Kfk;> nray; cd;id fhl;b nfhLf;fpwJ. 
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vd;dplk; nrhy; vg;gb mtidf; nfhd;wha; 

mtsplkpUe;J vt;tsT gzk; nfhs;isabj;jha;? 

Aksionov swore he had not done it; that he had not seen  

the merchant after they had had tea together; that he had 

no money except eight thousand rubles of his own, and 

that the knife was not his. But his voice was broken, his 

face pale, and he trembled with fear as though he went 

guilty. 

mf;\Nehth cWjpahf nrhd;dhd;! ehd; ,ijr; 

nra;atpy;iy. ehd; me;j tzpfiu xd;whf B 

mUe;jpagpd; ghh;f;ftpy;iy. vd;dplk; vd; gzk; 8000 

&gpy;]; jtpu NtW gzkpy;iy. me;jf; fj;jp 

vd;Dilajy;y. Mdhy; mtd; Fuy; cile;jJ  

Kfk; ntspwpaJ. gaj;jpy; eLq;fpdhd;. 

,Ue;jNghjpYk; Fw;wTzh;Tld; nrd;whd;. 

The police-officer ordered the soldiers to bind 

Aksionov and to put him in the cart. As they tied his 

feet together and flung him into the cart, Aksionov 

crossed himself and wept. His money and goods were 

taken from him, and he was sent to the nearest town and 

imprisoned there. Enquiries as to his character were 

made in Vladimir. The merchants and other inhabitants 

of that  

town said that in former days he used to drink and 

waste his time, but that he was a good man. Then the 

trial came on: he was charged with murdering a 

merchant from Ryazan, and robbing him of twenty 

thousand rubles.  

fhty; mjpfhhp tPuh;fSf;F fl;lisapl;lhh;. 

mf;\Nehthit fl;b tz;bapy; NghLq;fs; vd;W. 

fhy;fis xd;whff; fl;b tz;bapy; Nghl;ldh;. 

mf;\Nehth jd;idj;jhNd mbj;Jf; nfhz;L 

mOjhd;. mtdila gzKk;> nghUs;fSk; vLj;Jf;  

nfhz;ldh;. mtid mUfpy; cs;s efuj;jpw;F 

mDg;gp mq;Nf rpiwg;gpbj;jdh;. tpyhbkh; efhpy; 

mtdpd; Fzk; gw;wp tprhhpj;jdh;. kw;w tzpfh;fSk;> 

mq;F FbapUg;NghUf;F Kd;dhy;> mtd; Fbg;ghd;. 

Neuj;ij tPzbg;ghd;. Mdhy; mtd; ey;y kdpjd; 

vd;wdh;. mtd; tof;F te;jJ. mtd; hpahrd; 

tzpfiuf; nfhd;wjw;fhfTk;> ,Ugjhapuk; gzj;ij 

nfhs;isabj;jjhfTk; Fw;wk; rhl;lg;gl;lhd;. 

His wife was in despair, and did not know what to 

believe. Her children were all quite small; one was a 

baby at her breast. Taking them all with her, she went to 

the town where her husband was in jail. At first she was 

not allowed to see him; but after much begging, she 

obtained permission from the officials, and was taken to 

him. When she saw her husband in prison-dress and in 

chains, shut up with thieves and criminals, she fell 

down, and did not come to her senses for a long time. 

Then she drew her children to her, and sat down near 

him. She told him of things at home, and asked about 

what had  

happened to him. He told her all, and she asked, “What 

can we do now?”  

mtd; kidtp kdKile;jhs;. vij ek;GtJ vd;W  

njhpatpy;iy. Foe;ijfs; kpfTk; rpwpath;fs;. xU 

Foe;ij khh;gpy; ,Ue;jJ. Foe;ijfis mtUld; 

mioj;Jf; nfhz;L fztidr; rpiwg;gpbj;Js;s 

efuj;jpw;F nrd;whs;. Kjypy; mtisg; ghh;f;f 

mDkjpf;ftpy;iy. Mdhy; kpfTk; nfQ;rp Nfl;L 

mjpfhhpfsplk; mDkjp ngw;whs;. mtid ghh;f;f 

nrd;whs;. mts; jdJ fztid rpiwf; ifjp  

cilapy; rq;fpypahy; fl;lg;gl;L> kw;w 

jpUlh;fSlDk;> Fw;wthspfSlDk; 

milf;fg;gl;bUg;gijg; ghh;j;jTld; jiuapy; 

tpOe;jhs;. Ra epidtpw;F ePz;lNeuk; tutpy;iy. 

gpd;> mtd; jd; Foe;ijfis ,Oj;Jf; nfhz;L 

mtdUfpy; nrd;W fPNo mkh;e;jhs;. mts; 

tPl;ilg;gw;wpr; nrhd;dhs;. vd;d ele;jJ vd;W 

mtdplk; Nfl;lhs;. mtd; midj;Jk; nrhd;dhd; 

mts; Nfl;lhs; ehk; jw;NghJ vd;d nra;tJ? 

We must petition the Czar not to let an innocent man 

perish.” 

ehk; fl;lhak; kDr; nra;Nthk;. kd;ddplk; xU 

mg;ghtp ghjpf;fg;gl tplf;$lhJ. 

His wife told him that she had sent a petition to the 

Czar, but it had not been accepted.  

mtd; kidtp nrhd;dhs; ehd; murhplk; Gfhh; 

nra;Njd;. Mdhy; mth; mij xj;Jf; nfhs;stpy;iy 

vd;whs;. 

Aksionov did not reply, but only looked downcast. mf;\Nehth gjyspf;ftpy;iy. Mdhy; fPo;Nehf;fp 

jiuia ghh;j;jhs;. 

Then his wife said, “It was not for nothing I dreamt mtd; kidtp nrhd;dhs; ,J xd;Wkpy;iy. cdJ 
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your hair had turned grey. Kb eiuj;jpUg;gJ Nghy; fdT fz;Nld;. 

You remember? You should not have started that day.” 

And passing her fingers through his hair, she said: 

“Vanya dearest, tell your wife the truth; was it not you 

who did it?” 

cdf;F QhgkpUf;fpwjh? eP md;W fpsk;gpapUf;ff; 

$lhJ. mtd; KbfSf;fpilNa tpuiy tpl;L 

Nfhjpdaij cd; kidtpaplkhtJ nrhy;. cz;ik 

vd;dntd;W ePapy;iynad;why; ahh; nra;jJ? 

“So you, too, suspect me!” said Aksionov, and, hiding 

his face in his hands, he began to weep. Then a soldier 

came to say that the wife and children must go away; 

and Aksionov said good bye to his family for the last 

time 

mg;gbahdhy; ePAk; vd;id re;Njfpf;fpwhah? mf;\ 

Nehth nrhd;dhd;. mtd; jd; Kfj;ijf; iffspy; 

%bj; Njk;gp mOjhd;. tPuh;fs; te;J kidtpAk;> 

Foe;ijfSk; ntspNaWq;fs; vd;wdh;. mf;\Nehth 

jdJ FLk;gj;jpw;Ff; filrp Kiwahfg; Ngha; 

thUq;fs; vd;whs;. mf;\Nehth mjw;F Nky; Gfhh; 

vOjtpy;iy. midj;J ek;gpf;ifAk; 

Ngha;tpl;lJ.flTsplk; gpuhh;j;jid kl;Lk; nra;jhd; 

When they were gone, Aksionov recalled what had 

been said, and when he remembered that his wife also 

had suspected him, he said to himself, “It seems that 

only God can know the truth; it is to Him alone we 

must appeal, and from Him alone expect mercy.” 

mth;fs; nrd;wgpd;> mf;\Nehth jpUk;g 

epidj;Jg;ghh;j;jhs;> vd;d nrhy;tJ vd;W vg;g 

epidj;jhYk; vdJ kidtpAk; vd;id  

re;Njfpf;fpwhs;. jdf;Fj; jhNd nrhy;ypf; 

nfhz;lhd;. flTSf;F kl;LNk ele;j cz;ik 

vd;dntd;W njhpAk;. mtdplk; kl;LNk ehk; kPz;Lk; 

kDr; nra;ayhk;. mtdplk; kl;LNk fUizia 

vjph;ghh;f;fyhk;. 

And Aksionov wrote no more petitions; gave up all 

hope, and only prayed to God. 

Aksionov was condemned to be flogged and sent to the 

mines. So he was flogged with a knot, and when the 

wounds made by the knot were healed, he was driven to 

Siberia with other convicts. 

mf;\Nehth rTf;fhy; mbf;fg;gl;L> fz;bf;fg;gl;L  

Ruq;fj;jpw;F mDg;gg;gl;lhd;. mjdhy; mtd; 

rTf;fhy; fl;lg;gl;lhd;. fl;lg;gl;l gpd; MwpaTld; 

mtd; irgPhpahtpw;F kw;w Fw;wthspfSld; 

Juj;jg;gl;lhd;. 

For twenty-six years Aksionov lived as a convict in 

Siberia. His hair turned white as snow, and his beard 

grew long, thin, and grey. All his mirth went; he 

stooped; he walked slowly, spoke little, and never 

laughed, but he often prayed.  

irgPhpahtpd; ,Ugj;jhW Mz;Lfs; kw;w 

Fw;wthspfSld; mf;\Nehth tho;e;jhd;. mtd; Kb 

gdpiag; Nghy; eiuj;jJ. mtd; jhb xy;ypahf 

rhk;gy; epwkhf ePz;L tsh;e;jpUe;jJ. mtDila 

vy;yh re;Njh\Kk; nrd;W tpl;lJ. mtd; 

$dpapUe;jhd;. nkJthf ele;jhd;. nfhQ;rkhf 

Ngrpdhs; rphpf;fNtapy;iy. mjdhy; mbf;fb 

flTis tzq;fpdhd;.  

In prison Aksionov learnt to make boots, and earned a 

little money, with which he bought The Lives of the 

Saints. He read this book when there was light enough 

in the book when there was light enough in the prison-

church he read the lessons and sang in the choir; for his 

voice was still good. 

rpiwapy; mf;\Nehth fhyzp nra;a fw;Wk; 

nfhz;lhd;. rpwpJ gzk; rk;ghjpj;jhd; mijf; 

nfhz;L mUl;njhz;lh; tho;f;if tuyhw;Wg; Gj;jfk; 

thq;fpdhd;. rpiwapy; ntspr;rk; ,Uf;Fk; 

Nghnjy;yhk; gbj;jhd;. Qhapw;Wf; fpoikfspy; 

n[apypy; cs;s fpwpj;Jt Nfhapypy; ghlq;fis 

thrpg;ghd;. ,irf; FOtpy; ghLthd;. ,d;Dk; 

mtdJ Fuy; ed;whf ,Ue;jJ.  

made Aksionov their spokesman, and when there were 

quarrels among the prisoners they came to him to put 

things right, and to judge the matter.  

No news reached Aksionov from his home, and he did 

rpiw mjpfhhpfSf;F mf;\Nehthypd; mlf;fk; 

gpbf;Fk;. kw;w ifjpfs; ,tiu kjpj;jdh;. ,tiuj; 

jhj;jh vd;Wk;> mUl;njhz;lh; vd;Wk; mioj;jdh;. 

mth;fs; VjhtJ Gfhh; rpiw mjpfhhpfsplk; 
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not even know if his wife and children were still alive.  

One day a fresh gang of convicts came to the prison. In 

the evening the old prisoners collected round the new 

ones and asked them what towns or villages they came 

from, and what they were sentenced for. Among the rest 

Aksionov sat down near the newcomers, and listened 

with downcast air to what was said. 

njhptpf;f Ntz;Lnkd;why; mf;\Nehth %ykhf 

jq;fs; fUj;ijj; njhptpj;jdh;. rpiwf; 

ifjpfSf;Fs; rz;il te;jhy; ,thplk; te;J jq;fs; 

epahaj;ij nrhy;yp> ePjp ngw;wdh;. mf;\Nehth 

tPl;bypUe;J ve;jr; nra;jpAk; tutpy;iy. kidtp> 

Foe;ijfs; capNuhbUf;fpd;wduh vd;W $l 

njhpatpy;iy. xU ehs; Gjpa Fw;wthspfspd; $l;lk; 

xd;W rpiwf;F te;jJ. khiyapy; tajhd ifjp> Gjpa 

ifjpfis mioj;J Nfl;lhh; ve;j fpuhkk; / 

efuj;jpypUe;J tUfpwPh;fs; vd Fw;wk; 

rhl;lg;gl;Ls;sPh;fs; vd;Wk; Nfl;lhh;. mf;\Nehth 

kw;w ifjpfSld; Gjpa rpiwf; ifjpfs; mUfpy; 

mah;e;jpUe;jhh;. mth;fs; vd;d nrhy;fpwhh;fs; vd;W 

fhw;wpd; ,iur;rypy; Nfl;Lf; nfhz;bUe;jhh;. 

The prison authorities liked Aksionov for his meekness,  

and his fellow-prisoners respected him: they called him  

“Grandfather” and “The Saint”. When they wanted to 

petition the prison authorities about anything, they 

always  

Gjpa ifjpfspy; cah;e;j cWjpahd mWgJ taJ 

kdpjd; rhk;gy;epw> ed;F ntl;lg;gl;l FWe;jhbAld; 

jhq;fs; vjw;fhf ifJ nra;ag;gl;Nlhk; vd;gijr; 

nrhy;ypf; nfhz;bUe;jhh;. 

One of the new convicts, a tall, strong man of sixty, 

with a closely-cropped grey beard, was telling the 

others what be had been arrested for. 

“Well, friends,” he said, “I only took a horse that was 

tied to a sledge, and I was arrested and accused of 

stealing. I said I had only taken it to get home quicker, 

and had then let it go; besides, the driver was a personal 

friend of mine. So I said, ‘It’s all right.’No,’said they, 

‘you stole it.’ But how or where I stole it they could not 

say. I once really did something wrong, and ought by 

rights to have come here long ago, but that time I was 

not found out. Now I have been sent here for nothing at  

all……Eh, but it’s lies I’m telling you; I’ve been to 

Siberia before, but I did not stay long.” 

“Where are you from?” asked some one. 

mtd; nrhd;dhd;! ed;W! ezgh;fNs! ehd; ];nyl;[; 

tz;bapy; fl;lg;gl;bUe;j Fjpiuia kl;LNk 

vLj;Njd;. rpiwg;gbj;Jj; jpUbajhf Fw;wQ;rhl;bdh;. 

ehd; nrhd;Ndd; ehd; Fjpiuia tPl;bw;F tpiuthfr; 

nry;y Ntz;Lnkd;W jhd; vLj;Njd;. gpd; Fjpiuia 

Nghf tpl;Ltpl;Nld;. NkYk; Fjpiuapd; Xl;Leh; vdJ 

nrhe;j ez;gd;. mjdhy; ehd; nrhd;Ndd;. 

,njy;yhk; xd;Wkpy;iy. mth;fs; ‘,y;iy’ vd;wdh;. 

mij ‘eP jpUbdha;’ Mdhy; vg;gb> vq;Nf ehd; mij 

jpUbNdd;? mth;fs; nrhy;ytpy;iy. ehd; xUKiw 

cz;ikapy; jtW nra;jpUf;fpNwd;. ehd; ,q;Nf 

te;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk; mg;NghJ mth;fs; 

fz;Lgpbf;ftpy;iy. jw;NghJ VJk; nra;ahj NghJ 

vd;id ,q;Nf mDg;gpapUf;fpwhh;fs;. Mdhy; ,J 

ngha;. ehd; cd;dplk; nrhy;fpNwd;. ehd; irgPah 

,jw;FKd; te;jpUf;fpNwd;. Mdhy; ePz;l ehl;fs; 

jq;fpajpy;iy. ‘eP vq;fpUe;J tUfpwha;? kw;nwhUtd; 

Nfl;lhd;”. 

“From Vladimir. My family are of that town. My name 

is Makar, and they also call me Semyonich.” 

tpyhbkpahpypUe;J tUfpNwd;. vdJ FLk;gk; 

mq;Fs;sJ. vdJ ngah; khf;fh; mth;fs; vd;id 

rpkpNahdpr; vd $g;gpLth;.  

Aksionov raised his head and said: “Tell me, Semyonic, 

do you know anything of the merchants Aksionov of 

Vladimir? Are they still alive?” 

mf;\Nehth jiyia cah;j;jp Nfl;lhd;. vd;dplk; 

nrhy; cdf;F tpyhbkh; tzpfu; mf;\Nehth gw;wp 

VNjDk; njhpAkh? mth;fs; ,d;Wk; 

capNuhbUf;fpd;wduh? 

“Know them? Of course I do. The Aksionovs are rich, 

though their father is in Siberia: a sinner like ourselves, 

it seems! As for you, Gran’dad, how did you come 

njhpAkhth?. ed;whf njhpAk;. mf;\Nehth 

gzf;fhud; mth;fs; je;ij irgPhpahty; ,Ue;j 

NghjpYk; vq;fisg; Nghy; mtUk; ghtk; nra;jth; 

vdj; Njhd;WfpwJ. cq;fSf;F? jhj;jh ePq;fs; vg;gb 
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here?” ,q;Nf te;jPh;fs;? 

Aksionov did not like to speak of his misfortune. He 

only sighed, and said, “For my sins I have been in 

prison these twenty-six years.” 

mf;\Nehth jdJ Jujp\;lk; gw;wp Ngr 

tpUk;gtpy;iy. ngU%r;R tpl;lhh;. ehd; nra;j ghtk; 

,e;j rpiwapy; ,Ugj;jhW Mz;Lfshf ,Uf;fpNwd;. 

“What sins?” asked Makar Semyonich. kyf;fh;rpkpNahdpr; vd;d ghtk;? vdf; Nfl;ghs;. 

But Aksionov only said, “Well, well I must have 

deserved it!” He would have said no more, but his 

companions told the newcomers how Aksionov came to 

be in Siberia; how some one had killed a merchant, and 

had put the knife among Aksionov’s things, and 

Aksionov had been unjustly condemned. 

Mdhy; mf;\Nehth ed;W! ed;W!. ehd; nrhy;fpNwd;. 

,J jFjpahdJ jhd;. mth; VJk; Nkw;nfhz;L 

nrhy;ykhl;lhh;. Mdhy; mtUld; ,Ue;jth;fs; 

Gjpath;fs; Gjpath;fSf;F vg;gb mf;\Nehth 

irgPhpah te;jhh;?. vg;gb ahNuh tzpfiuf; 

nfhd;wdh;. fj;jpia mf;\Nehth igapy; Nghl;ldh;. 

mf;\Nehth ePjpapy;yhky; Fw;wk;rhl;lg;gl;lhh;. 

When Maker Semyonich heard this, he looked at 

Aksionov, slapped his own knee, and exclaimed, “Well, 

this is wonderful! Really wonderful But how old 

you”ve grown, Gran’dad!” 

khf;fh; rpk;Nahdpr;> ,ijf; Nfl;lTld; mf;\Nehthg;  

ghh;j;jhd;. jdJ Kl;bapy; mbj;Jf; nfhz;lhd;. 

ed;W! ,J kpf mw;Gjk;. cz;ikapy; mw;Gjk;. Mdhy; 

jhj;jh vg;gb tajhfp tpl;lJ cq;fSf;F. 

These words made Aksionov wonder whether this man  

knew who had killed the merchant; so he said, 

“Perhaps,  

Semyonich, you have heard of that affair, or maybe 

you’ve seen me before?” 

,e;j thh;j;ijfs;> mf;\Nehthtpw;F 

Mr;rhpakspj;jJ. xUNtis ,tDf;F ahh; me;j 

tzpfiuf; nfhd;wJ? vd;W njhpe;jpUf;fyhk; 

mjdhy; mtd; nrhd;dhd;. xUNtis rpk;Nahdpr;> eP 

me;j tptfhuk; gw;wp Nfs;tpg;gl;bUf;fyhk; my;yJ 

vdf;F Kd; eP ghh;j;J ,Uf;fyhk;. xUNtis eP 

Nfs;tpg;gl;bUf;fyhk; ahh; me;j tzpfiu nfhd;wJ 

vd;W? Nfl;lhs; mf;\Nehth. 

“How could I help hearing? The world’s full of 

rumours. But it’s a long time ago, and I’ve forgotten 

what I heard.” “Perhaps you heard who killed the 

merchant?” asked Aksionov. 

vg;gb ehd; Nfs;tpg;gl;bUf;f KbAk;? ,e;j cyfk; 

KOtJk; tje;jpahy; epuk;gpAs;sJ. Mdhy; ,J ePz!l 

ehl;fSf;F Kd;du; ele;jJ. ehd; Ïd;d 

Nfs;tpg;gl;Nld;? vd;gJ Ïdf;F kwe;J Ngha; tpl;lJ. 

xU Ntis tzpfid ahu; nfhd;wJ vd;W eP 

Nfs;tpg;gl;bUf;fyhk; my;yth Ïd;W mf;\Nehthir  

Nfl;lhd;. 

Maker Semyonich laughed, and replied: “I must have 

been him in whose bag the knife was found! If some 

one else hid the knife there, ‘He’s not a thief till he’s 

caught,’ as the saying is. How could anyone put a knife 

into your bag while it was under your head? It would 

surely have woke you up.” 

khh;f;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; rphpj;J tpl;L gjpyspj;jhd;. mJ 

ahh; igapy; fj;jp ,Ue;jNjh mth;fs; jhd; ahUk; 

te;J fj;jpia mq;Nf kiwj;jh? itj;jhh;fs;.  

gpbgLk; tiu ahUk; jpUlh;fs; ,y;iy vd;W 

nrhy;thh;fs;. ahUk; te;J vg;gb cq;fs; igapy; 

fj;jpia itg;ghh;fs; me;jg;ig cq;fs; jiyapy; 

mbapy; ,Uf;Fk; NghJ mg;gbnad;why; mJ cq;fis 

fl;lhak; vOg;gpapUf;Fk;. 

When Aksionov heard these words, he felt sure this was 

the man who had killed the merchant. He rose and went 

away. All that night Aksionov lay awake. He felt 

terribly unhappy, and all sorts of images rose in his 

mind. There was the image of his wife as she was when 

he parted from her to go to the fair. He saw her as if she 

were present; her face and her eyes rose before him; he 

mf;\Nehth ,ij Nfl;lTld;> ,td;jhd; tzpfiu  

nfhd;wtd; vd;w KbTf;F te;jhd;. mtd; vOe;J 

nrd;W tpl;lhd;. me;j ,uT KOtJk; mf;\Nehth 

Kopj;Jg; gLj;jpUe;jhd;. mtd; gaq;fu Nrhfkhf 

czh;e;jhd;. gioa epidTfs; mtd; kdjpy; 

vOe;jd. re;ijf;Fr; nry;y kidtpia gphpe;J nrd;w 

fhl;rp> mtd; fz; Kd;dhy; kidtp te;j NghJ 

mts; Kfk;> mts; fz;fs; rpte;jd. gpd; 
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heard her speak and laugh. Then he saw his children, 

quite little, as they: were at that time: one with a little 

cloak on, another at his mother’s breast. And then he 

remembered himself as he used to be-young and merry. 

He remembered how he sat playing the guitar in the 

porch of the inn where he was arrested, and how free 

from care he had been. He saw, in his mind, the place 

where he was flogged, the executioner, and the people 

standing around; the chains, the convicts, all the 

twenty-six years of his prison life, and his premature 

old age. The thought of it all made him so wretched that 

he was ready to kill himself.  

Foe;ijfisg; ghh;j;jhd;. mth;fs; kpfTk; rpWth;fs;. 

me;j Neuj;jpy; xUtd; fOj;jpy; gl;ilAk;> kw;wtd; 

khh;gpy; jd;idj;jhNd epidj;Jg; ghh;j;jhd;. mtd; 

vg;NghJk; ,sikahf> re;Njh\khf mtd; 

epidj;jhs;. vg;gb tpLjpapd; jho;thuj;jpy; mkh;e;J 

fplhh; thrpj;Njhk;. vq;Nf mit rpiwg;gpbj;jhh;fs;. 

mg;gbf; ftdpg;gpy; ,Ue;J ntspte;jhd; mtd; 

kdj;jpiuapy; fz;lhd;; vq;F rTf;fhy; mbf;fg;gl;L 

fl;lg;gl;ldh; vd;W jz;lid epiwNtw;wg;gl;L 

kf;fSk; Rw;wpapUe;jhh;fs;. rq;fpypfs; Fw;wthspfs; 

,Ugj;jhW tUlq;fshf rpiwapy; mtDila Kd; 

$l;bNa te;j KJik mtDila midj;J 

epidTfSk; mtid mKf;fpd. mtd; 

jd;idj;jhNd nfhy;y Kad;whd;. 

“And it’s all that villain’s doing!” thought Aksionov. 

And his anger was so great against Makar Semyonich 

that he longed for vengeance, even if he himself should 

perish for it. He kept repeating prayers all night, but 

could get no peace. During the day he did not go near 

Makar Semyonich, nor even look at him.  

,J vy;yhNk me;j tpy;yd; nray; vd;W mf;\Nehth 

epidj;jhd;. mtd; Nfhgk; mjpfhpj;jJ. khf;fh; 

rpk;Nahdpr; Nghy; gop jPH;f;f fhj;jpUe;jhd;. mjdhy; 

jhNd mope;jhYk; rhp. ,uT KOtJk; gpuhh;j;jid 

nra;jhd;. MdhYk; kdmikjp ngwtpy;iy gfypy; 

mtd; khh;f;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; gf;fk; nry;ytpy;iy; 

mtid ghh;f;ff; $l ,y;iy. 

A fortnight passed in this way. Aksionov could not 

sleep at night, and was so miserable that he did not 

know what to do.  

,uz;L thufhyk; ,Nj Nghy; mf;\Nehth 

cwq;ftpy;iy. kpfTk; ftiyahf czh;e;jhd; vd;d 

nra;tnjd;W njhpatpy;iy 

One night as he was walking about the prison he 

noticed some earth that came rolling out from under one 

of the shelves on which the prisoners slept. He stopped 

to see what it was. Suddenly Makar Semyonich crept 

out from under the shelf, and looked up at Aksionov 

with frightened face. Aksionov tried to pass without 

looking at him, but Makar seized his hand and told him 

that he had dug a hole under the wall, getting rid of the 

earth by putting it into his high-boots, and emptying it 

our every day on the road when the prisoners were 

driven to their work. 

xU ,utpy; rpiwapy; mtd; elf;Fk; NghJ ghh;j;jhd;  

G+kpapd; rpWgFjp cUz;L jdpahf mbapy; ,Ue;J 

te;jJ. rpiwf;ifjpfs; J}q;fpf; nfhz;bUe;jdh;. 

mts; mJ vd;d vd;W ghh;f;f epd;whs;. jpBnud 

khf;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; ntl;lg;gl;l mykhhpapd; 

mbapypUe;J te;jhs; mf;\Nehth ghh;j;jhd; gae;j 

Kfj;Jld;. mf;\Nehth mtid ghh;f;fhky; nry;y  

Kad;whd;. khf;fh; mtd; ifiag; gpbj;J ,Oj;J 

nrhd;dhd;. ehd; xU Fop Njhz;bAs;Nsd;. 

Rtw;Wf;Ff; fPNo ,q;fpUe;J jg;gp nry;y mjDs; 

jdJ cah;e;j fhyzpfisg; Nghl;L mij 

ntspNaw;wpdhd;. jpdKk; me;j ghijapy;> ifjpfs; 

midtUk; jpdKk; Ntiyf;F nrd;w gpd;. 

“Just you keep quiet, old man, and you shall get out too. 

If you blab, they’ll flog the life out of me, but I will kill 

you first” 

fpotNd rpwpJ thia %bf;nfhs; cswpdhy; ePAk; 

ntspNa Nghfyhk;. eP mth;fs; vdJ tho;f;ifia 

rhl;ilahy; mbj;J mopj;J tpLthh;fs;. mjw;F Kd; 

ehd; cd;id nfhd;W tpLNtd;.  

Aksionov trembled with anger as he looked at his 

enemy. He drew his hand away, saying, “I have no wish 

to escape, and you have no need to kill me; you killed 

me long ago! As to telling of you--I may do so or not, 

as God shall direct.” 

mf;\Nehth eLq;fpdhd; Nfhgj;jpy; jdJ vjphpia 

ghh;j;jhs;. mtd; ifia ,Oj;Jf; nfhz;L 

nrhd;dhd; vdf;F jg;gp nry;y tpUg;gkpy;iy. eP 

nfhy;y Ntz;ba mtrpakpy;iy. eP vd;id ePz;l 

ehl;fs; Kd;Ng nfhd;W tpl;lha;. ehd; cd;dplk;  

xd;W nrhy;fpNwd;. ehd; nra;Ntd; my;yJ 
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nra;akhl;Nld; flTs; vd;id top elj;Jthh;. 

Next day, when the convicts were led out to work, the 

convoy soldiers noticed that one or other of the 

prisoners emptied some earth out of his boots. The 

prison was searched and the tunnel found. The 

Governor came and questioned all the prisoners to find 

out who had dug the hole. They all denied any 

knowledge of it. Those who knew would not betray 

Makar Semyonich, knowing he would be flogged 

almost to death. At last the Governor turned to 

Aksionov whom he knew to be a just man, and said: 

“You are a truthful old man; tell me, before God, who 

dug the hole?” 

mLj;j ehs; Fw;wthspfs; Ntiyf;F ntspNawpa gpd; 

ghJfhg;G tPuh;fs; fz;Lgpbj;jdh;. ahNuh xU ifjp 

my;yJ kw;w ifjpfs; jiuapy; rpW gFjpia fhydp 

nfhz;L ntspNaw;wpAs;sdh; vd;W. rpiw KOtJk; 

Njb xU FilT top ,Ug;gij fz;ldh;. jiyik 

MSeh; te;J midj;J ifjpfisAk; Nfs;tp Nfl;L 

filrpapy; ahh; Fop Njhz;baJ vd;W 

fz;Lgpbj;jdh;. vy;NyhUk; vJTk; njhpahJ vd  

kWj;jdh;. ahUk; khf;fh; rpk;Nahdpr;ir fhl;b 

nfhLf;ftpy;iy. mtid mbj;Nj nfhd;W 

tpLthh;fs; vdj; njhpAk;. ,Wjpahf MSeh; 

mf;\Nehtplk; jpUk;gp (mtUf;F njhpAk; ,ts; ngha; 

nrhy;ykhl;lhd; vd;W) eP jhd; cz;ikahd fpotd;. 

flTspd; Kd;dhy; nrhy; ahh; Fop Njhz;baJ? 

Makar Semyonich stood as if he were quite 

unconcerned, looking at the Governor and not so much 

as glancing at Aksionov. Aksionov’s lips and hands 

trembled, and for a long time he could not utter a word. 

He thought, “Why should I screen him who ruined my 

life? Let him pay for what I have suffered. But if I tell, 

they will probably flog the life out of him, and may be I 

suspect him wrongly. And, after all, what good would it 

be to me?” 

khf;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; mijg;gw;wp ftiyg; glhky; 

MSeiu ghh;j;jgb epd;wpUe;jdh;. mf;\Nehthit 

mjpfk; ghh;f;ftpy;iy. mf;\Nehth iffSk;> cjLk; 

eLq;fpd. ePz;l Neuk; xU thh;;j;ij $l 

nrhy;ytpy;iy. mtd; epidj;jhd;. ehd; Vd;  

kiwf;f Ntz;Lk;. ,ts; jhNd vd tho;f;ifia 

mopj;jtd;. ehDk; f\;lg;gl;ljw;F mtd; 

nfhLf;fg;gLk;. Mdhy; ehd; nrhd;dhy; mth;fs; 

mtid mbj;J nfhd;W tpLth;. Mdhy;  

ehd; jtwhf mtid re;Njfg;gl;bUe;jhy;> ,jdhy; 

vdf;F vd;d fpilf;f NghfpwJ? 

“Well, old man,” repeated the Governor, “tell me the 

truth: who has been digging under the wall?” 

Aksionov glanced at Makar Semyonich, and said, “I 

cannot say, your honour. It is not God’s will that I 

should tell! Do what you like with me; I am your 

hands.” 

ed;W! fpotNd jpUk;g nrhd;dhh;. MSeh;> 

cz;ikia vd;dplk; nrhy; ahh; ,e;j Rtw;wpd; fPo; 

Fop njhz;baJ? mf;\Nehth> khf;fh; rpkpNahdpr;ir 

ghh;j;jhd;. Neh;ikahdtNu vd;dhy; nrhy;y KbahJ. 

ehd; cq;fsplk; nrhy;tJ flTspd; tpUg;gk; ,y;iy. 

ePq;fs; vd;d Ntz;LkhdhYk; vd;id nra;J 

nfhs;Sq;fs; ehd; cq;fs; iffspy;. 

However much the Governor! tried, Aksionov would 

say no more, and so the matter had to be left.  

That night, when Aksionov was lying on his bed and 

just  

beginning to doze, someone came quietly and sat down 

on his bed. He peered through the darkness and 

recognized Makar 

MSeh; vt;tsT Kad;Wk; mf;\Nehth xU gjpYk;  

nrhy;ytpy;iy. mjdhy; me;jg; nghUs; mj;Jld; 

tplg;gl;lJ. md;W ,uT mf;\Nehth gLf;ifapy; 

gLj;J rpW J}f;fk; Nghl Jtq;Fk; NghJ ahNuh 

mikjpahf te;J gLf;if mUfpy; mkh;e;jJ 

njhpe;jJ. mts; me;j ,Ul;bYk; ghh;j;jhd;  

te;jpUg;gJ khh;f;fh; vd czh;e;jhd;. 

“What more do you want of me?” asked Aksionov. 

“Why have you come here?” 

Makar Semyonich was silent. So Aksionov sat up and 

said, “What do you want? Go away, or I will call the 

guard!” 

eP ,d;Dk; vd;dplkpUe;J vd;d vjph;ghh;f;fpwha;? 

mf;\Nehth Nfl;lhs;. eP Vd; ,q;F te;jha;?  

khh;f;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; mikjpahf ,Ue;jhd;. mjdhy; 

mf;\Nehth vOe;J mkh;e;J nrhd;dhd; cdf;F 

vd;d Ntz;Lk;? eP Ngha;tpL ,y;iynad;why;> ehd; 

fhtyh;fis $g;gpLNtd;.  

Makar Semyonich bent close over Aksionov, and khh;f;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; Fdpe;J mf;\Nehthtplk; 
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whispered, “Ivan Dmitrich, forgive, me!” 

“What for?” asked Aksionov. “It was I who killed the 

merchant and hid the knife among your things. I meant 

to kill you too, but I heard a noise outside, so I hid the 

knife in your bag and escaped out of the window.” 

KDKDj;jhd;. ,td; bkpl;hpr; vd;id kd;dpj;J 

tpL. mf;\Nehth Nfl;lhd;. vjw;fhf? mJ ehd; jhd; 

me;j tzpfiuf; nfhd;W fj;jpia cdJ 

nghUl;fSld; kiwj;J itj;Njd;. ehd; cd;idAk; 

nfhy;y epidj;Njd;. Mdhy; ntspg;Gwk; rj;jk; 

Nfl;ljhy; fj;jpia cdJ igapy; kiwj;J itj;J 

tpl;L> [d;dy; topahfj; jg;gpr; nrd;W tpl;Nld;. 

Aksionov was silent, and did not know what to say. 

Makar Semyonich slid off the bed-shelf and knelt upon 

the ground. “Ivan Dmitrich,” said he, “forgive me! For 

the love of God, forgive me! I will confess that it was I 

who killed the merchant, and you will be released and 

can go to your home.” 

mf;\Nehth> mikjpahf ,Ue;jhd;. vd;d 

nrhy;tnjd;W njhpatpy;iy. khf;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; 

gLf;ifapypUe;J eOtp jiuapy; Koq;fhypl;L ‘,td; 

bkpl;hpr;” ‘vd;id kd;dpj;J tpL” flTspd; md;ghy; 

Nfl;fpNwd; vd;id kd;dpj;J tpL. ehd; ght 

kd;dpg;Gf; NfhUfpNwd;. ehd;jhd; me;j tzpfiu 

nfhd;wtd;. cd;id tpLjiy nra;J tpLthh;fs; eP 

cd; tPl;bw;F nry;. 

“It is easy for you to talk,” said Aksionov, “but I have 

suffered for you these twenty-six years. Where could I 

go to now?... My wife is dead, and my children have 

forgotten me. I have nowhere to go…” Makar 

Semyonich did not rise, but beat his head on the floor. 

“Ivan Dmitrich, forgive me!” he cried. “When they 

flogged me with the knot it was not so hard to bear as it 

is to see you now….yet you had pity on me, and did  

not tell. For Christ’s sake forgive me, wretch that I 

am!” And he began to sob.  

cdf;F ,g;gbr; nrhy;y vspjhf cs;sJ vd;whs; 

mf;\Nehth. ehd; cd;dhy; ,Ugj;jhW Mz;Lfs; 

f\;lg;gl;Ltpl;Nld;. ehd; ,g;NghJ vq;Nf NghNtd;? 

vdJ kidtp ,we;J tpl;lhs;. vdJ kfd;fs; 

vd;id kwe;J tpl;ldh;. vdf;Fg; Nghf ,lkpy;iy. 

khf;fh; rpk;Nahdpr; votpy;iy. Mdhy; jiyahy;>  

jiuia Nkhjpdhd;. ,thd; bkpl;hpr; vd;id 

kd;dpj;J tpL vd;W mOjhd;. mth;fs; vd;id 

rTf;fhy; mbj;Jf; fl;baNghJ $l vdf;F ,t;tsT 

fbdkhf ,y;iy ,g;NghJ cd;idg; ghh;g;gJ 

f\;lkhf cs;sJ. ,d;Wk; eP vd;Nky; ghpT 

fhl;Lfpwhh; vd;idg;gw;wp nrhy;ytpy;iy. 

fpwp];Jtpd; ngauhy; vd;id kd;dpj;J tpL. 

fPo;j;jukhdtd; ehd; vd;W mo Muk;gpj;jhd;.  

When Aksionov heard him sobbing he, too, began to 

weep. “God will forgive you!” said he. “Maybe I am a 

hundred times worse than you.” And at these words his 

heart grew light, and the longing for home left him. He 

no longer had any desire to leave the prison, but only 

hoped for his last hour to come. In spite of what 

Aksionov had said, Makar Semyonich confessed, his 

guilt. But when the order for his release came, 

Aksionov was already dead. 

mf;\Nehth mtd; mOtijg; ghh;j;J ,tDk; 

mOjhd;. flTs; cd;id kd;dpg;ghh; vd;whd;. ehd; 

cd;id tpl E}WKiw Nkhrkhdtdhf ,Uf;fyhk;. 

,e;j thh;j;ijfs; mtd; kdij ,Nyrhf khw;wpaJ. 

tPl;ilg; gw;wp Vf;fk; kiwe;jJ. mtUf;F rpiwia 

tpl;Lr;nry;y tpUg;gk; ,y;iy. Mdhy; jdJ filrp 

kzpj;Jsp te;Jtpl;lJ vd ek;gpdhh;. mf;\Nehth 

vd;d nrhd;d NghjpYk;> khf;fh; rpk;Nahdpr;  

Fw;wj;ij xg;Gf; nfhz;lhd;. Mdhy; mtd; 

tpLjiyahfp te;j NghJ mf;\Nehth mjw;FKd; 

,we;J tpl;lhd;. mjDila nkype;j gps;isfs; 

Fwpj;J tpisahLk; J}uj;jpYk; mUfpYk; gwit 

(Kohilas) Kfkd; ghbaJ md;iwa ehSf;F. 

NkYk; mth;fSila Nka;r;rYf;F nrd;W te;j 

gRf;fs; J}q;f nrd;wd. 
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Word Meaning Word Meaning 

go on a spree indulging in something actively in 

an unrestrained way 

porch portico 

samovar a Russian metal urn for making 

tea 

troika (in olden 

Russia) 

a cart pulled by a team of 

three horses 

stammer to speak haltingly, fumble for 

words 

betray fail, let one down 

despair hopelessness downcast depressed 

flog to beat with a whip or stick mirth cheerfulness 

sledge a vehicle pulled by horses for 

transportation on snow 

wretched dejected 

vengeance revenge   

 

 
1. Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your understanding of the story. 

a) Why did Aksionov’s wife stop him from going to the fair? 

 Aksinov’s wife had had a bad dream about him. So she stopped him from going to the fair. 

b) What is the importance of Aksionov’s wife’s dream? 

 Aksionov’s wife dreamt that Aksionov returned from the town. When he took off his cap, she saw that his 

hair was quite grey. 

c) What made Aksionov leave the inn before dawn? 

  Aksionov's love of travelling before dawn to get breeze made Aksionov leave the inn before dawn. 

d) What were the circumstances that led to Aksionov’s imprisonment? 

 When Aksionov travelled half-way, he met a merchant whom he knew. Both of them stayed in an inn for 

the night. Next morning, Aksionov got up and moved to the Nizhny fair. On the way, he was questioned 

by the officials about the murder of the merchant with whom he had spent last night. He was searched and 

found a blood stained knife in his bag. These are the circumstances that led to his arrest and imprisonment. 

e) Why did Aksionov give up sending petitions? 

  Aksionov's wife suspected Aksionov. Her petition to prove Aksionov's innocence was a failure. So, he 

gave up sending petitions. 

f) Why didn’t Makar disclose that he had killed the merchant? 

 Makar didn’t disclose that he had killed the merchant because he would be arrested and imprisoned under 

the term of life-prisonment. 

g) Did Makar feel guilty when he heard Aksionov’s story? 

 Yes, Makar felt guilty when he heard Aksionov’s story. 

h) What made Aksionov think that Makar was the real murderer? 

 When Makar Semyonich asked him how anyone could put a knife into his bag, since it was under his head 

and added that it would surely have woken him up, Aksionov thought that he was the real murderer. 
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i) What was Aksionov’s realization by the end of the story? 

 When Makar Semyonich sought forgiveness from Aksionov, the latter sobbed and told him that God 

would forgive him. His longing for home left him. He no longer had any desire to leave the prison. He 

waited for his last hour. Finally he surrendered everything and himself to God. 

j) Why did Aksionov’s wife suspect him of involvement in the murder? 

 When Aksionov’s wife stopped him from moving out to Nizhny Fair, he did not heed to her words. The 

blood-stained knife was also found in his bag by the officials. When she requested him to tell her the truth, 

he didn’t reveal the whole process. These things made his wife suspect him of his involvement in the 

murder. 

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. 

a) Did the police officer have sufficient evidence to convict Aksionov? 

 Yes, the police officer had sufficient evidence to convict Aksionov. 

b) What impact did the book “The Lives of Saints” have on Aksionov? 

 Soon after he bought ‘The Lives of the saints’, he read the lessons from it on Sundays, in the prison-

chruch. He was respected for his meekness by his fellow-prisoners. They called him ‘Grandfather’ and 

‘The Saint’. Aksionov was their spokesman in dispute to the officials. He was the judge to settle the 

dispute. 

c) Pick out the clues that convey that Makar Semeyonich recognized Aksionov. 

 The following phrases are the clues to convey that Makar Semeyonich recognized Aksionov 

 (i) ‘Forgive me! For the love of God, forgive me”. 

 (ii) When they flogged me with the knot it was not so hard to bear as it is to see you now...... yet you had 

pity on me …. 

 

 
3. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each. 

a) Compare and contrast the main characters, Aksionov and Maker Semeyonich, in the story. 

  In this short story, Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov plays the vital role of the protagonist who is accused of a 

murder of a merchant. In course of the story, we discover that Ivan is a dynamic character who changes 

physically and spiritually. At the beginning of the story, he is described as fair-haired, full of fun and fond 

of singing. In the second part of the story, he is described as his hair turned white as snow and his beard 

grew long and grey. He developed himself spiritually to a great extent and he became a transformed 

person. 

  Makar is the antagonist of this short story. He joins only at the middle of the second part. He is a tall 

and strong man in his sixties. He is presented as a vicious man. Ivan didn’t put Makar into trouble. But 

Makar twice part Ivan into conflicts; firstly in the murder and secondly while digging a secret tunnel for 

escape. Ivan did never threaten Makar but the latter twice scared him for life; one at the murder and 

another at the time of digging the secret tunnel. Makar transformed himself from bad to a good person. 

Ivan transformed himself from fear to anger and forgiveness. 
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b) How did Aksionov react when in wife suspected him? 

  When Aksionov’s wife suspected him, he had his face in his hands and started weeping. When he said 

good-bye to his family for the last time, he recalled what had been said earlier. When he remembered that 

his wife also had suspected him, he told himself that only God could know the truth. It was to Him alone 

they must appeal and from Him alone expect mercy. Aksionov wrote no more petitions. He gave up all 

hope and only prayed to God. 

c) Describe the life of Aksionov in prison. 

  When he was imprisoned, he became a boot-maker. And thus he earned enough money to buy a book 

called ‘The Lives of the Saints’. Often he read that book. On Sundays, he took a prominent role in the 

religious services. He sang in the choir of the prison church. The wardens and guards appreciated his 

humility. Other prisoners regarded him with respect. They called him ‘Grandfather’ and ‘the Saint’. He 

became their representative when they needed to deal with the authorities. They treated him as a kind of 

judge who could settle disputes. 

d) Why did Aksionov decide not to reveal the truth about Makar Semeyonich? 

  Aksionov continued to petition the Czar, but finally he despaired of any earthly mercy focusing his 

thoughts instead on God. He transformed himself into a religious person. He never showed any signs of 

happiness and he frequently prayed to God. He bought a book called ‘The Lives of the Saints’. On 

Sundays he took a prominent role in the religious services. He was called ‘Grandfather’ and ‘The Saint; by 

his fellow-prisoners. This kind of religious mind awarded him a sense of forgiving others too, When he 

came to know about Makar being the murderer and the secret tunnel being dug by Makar. Aksionov wept 

and forgave him. Thus, he chose to keep quiet, even after Makar threatened him. When the Governor 

questioned him closely, he did not disclose the truth to him. Till the end of his life, he lived a pious man 

and kept quiet in disclosing the truth to anybody else. 

e) Discuss the meaning and importance of the saying “God sees the truth but waits”. 

  God knows everything but waits for the time make it out. Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov lived with his wife 

and children in Vladimir of Russia during the nineteenth century. Though he had been a bit wild in his 

youth as a drunkard, later he settled in life as a responsible husband and father. 

   One day he wanted to go to a fair to sell his merchandise. Though his wife had had a bad dream about 

his trip, he decided to proceed. On the way, he stayed with his merchant friend at an inn. After his moving 

for about twenty-five miles in the next day early morning, he was arrested with a circumstantial evidence 

by a local police officer. His wife too suspected him of his involvement in the murder. Even the czar 

rejected their petitions. 

   He was flogged and sent to the mines in Siberia. He knew nothing about his family. During his 

twenty-six years of imprisonment there, his health disappeared. He became a ‘Saint’, Grandfather’, 

‘Judge’ to his fellow-prisoners. 

  A new convict Makar was brought to the jail. From his talk with him, he knew that Makar was the real 

murderer of the merchant. Aksionov kept quiet, when he found Makar digging a secret tunnel to escape 

from jail. Aksionov did not reveal the truth to the Governor. Thus Makar trusted him and sought Godly 

forgiveness from Aksionov. 

   When the truth was known to the higher officials, Aksionov was released. But, time had already 

swallowed his soul to the doom. Till the end, God sees the truth of who the real murderer was, but waits 
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for the time to reveal it out. Before his death, he came to know who the real murderer was. So, the society 

and the soul of Aksionov might be pacified in their respective minds. Now, no longer Aksionov is a 

murderer and he has become a real saint in the minds of us too. 

f) Forgiveness is the best form of revenge. Substantiate the statement with reference to the story. 

  In this world, revenge will take revenge only. It will mar the whole social bond. So if one deals with 

wrong doings on earth, one has to be forgiven, not to be revenged. Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov lived in 

Vladimir of Russia during the nineteenth century with his wife and children. Though he had been a bit 

wild in his youth as a drunkard, later he settled in life as a responsible husband and father. 

  One day he wanted to go to a fair to sell his merchandise. Though his wife had had a bad dream about 

his trip, he decided to proceed. On the way, he stayed with his merchant friend at an inn. After his moving 

for about twenty-five miles in the next day early morning, he was arrested with a circumstantial evidence 

by a local police officer. His wife too suspected him of his involvement in the murder. Even the czar 

rejected their petitions. He was flogged and sent to the mines in Siberia. He knew nothing about his 

family. During his twenty-six years of imprisonment there, his health disappeared. He became a ‘Saint’, 

‘Grandfather’, ‘Judge’ to his fellow-prisoners. 

  A new convict Makar was brought to the jail. From his talk with him, he understood that Makar was 

the real murderer of the merchant. He found Makar digging a secret tunnel to escape from jail but he did 

not reveal the truth to the Governor. Thus Makar trusted him and sought Godly forgiveness from 

Aksionov. When the truth came to be known to the higher officials, Aksionov was released. But, time had 

already swallowed his soul to the doom. 

  All through the story, Aksionov kept quiet and forgave Makar then and there. He could have taken 

revenge against him. But, being a God-fearing man, he knew to forgive others. This kind of nature made 

him leave this world peacefully. His children too can live peacefully on earth. Only by forgiveness, Makar 

too realised his sin and sought for repentance. So forgiveness is the best form of revenge. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters 

 Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov- a merchant, and his wife 

Makar alias Semyonich 

Introduction 

This story was written by Leo Tolstoy. He is best known for the novels “War and Peace” and “Anna 

Karenia”. He also wrote plays and numerous philosophical essays. This story is about faith, forgiveness, 

HIGH LEVEL PARAGRAPH 

Topic   :  God sees the Truth, But waits. 

Author  :  Leo Tolstoy 

Genre   :  Short Story 

Theme   :  Misfortune never comes alone 
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freedom and acceptance of a young merchant named Aksionov, who was sent to prison for a crime he 

didn’t commit. 

Aksionov 

Aksionov was a handsome merchant. He was fond of singing. One summer he was going to the 

Nizhny fair. At that time, his wife warned him not to move because she had a bad dream. But Aksionov 

ignored her warning and started leaving. 

Travelling  

When Aksionov travelled half way, he met a merchant whom he knew and both of them stayed in the 

same inn. The next morning he got up early and resumed his journey. 

A bolt from the blue 

When Aksionov had gone about 25 miles, he stopped for the horses to be fed. He rested awhile on his 

way. Suddenly two soldiers began to question him and he responded to them positively. Further the police 

officer asked him where he had spent all the night. Finally he declared that the merchant with whom he 

had spent last night had been found with his throat cut. They also found a blood-stained knife in 

Aksionov’s bag. Finally Aksionov was arrested. 

Miserable life in prison  

Aksionov was imprisoned. Even his wife suspected him. This made him disappointed. In prison, 

Aksionov learnt to make boots and earned some money. He bought a book entitled “The Lives of the 

Saints” and read it. In the church, he sang hymn. The prison authorities liked him very much for his 

gentleness. He was called a ‘Grandfather’ and “The Saint”. No one from his home came and saw him. 

Arrival of new convicts 

One day a gang of convicts came to prison. One of the new convicts was a tall and strong man of 

sixty. He introduced himself as Makar Semyonich from Vladimir. Aksionov asked him about his family. 

He got an evasive reply. Makar persuaded Aksionov to get rid of the prison by digging a hole under the 

wall. But Aksionov refused. 

The confession 

In the mean time, the digging was found out by prison authorities. The Governor asked Aksionov who 

had been digging under the wall. But Aksionov did not utter a word about Makar. That night Makar asked 

him to forgive, since he was the one who killed the merchant and hid the knife in his bag. 

The reaction  

Aksionov was silent. He said that he had suffered for him these twenty years. Makar said that he 

would confess and make him free for which Aksionov declined because he had no place to go. 

Conclusion 

Makar Semyonich confessed his guilt. When the order for his release came, Aksionov was already 

dead. 
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The story “God Sees the Truth, But Waits” was written by Leo Tolstoy. Aksionov was a handsome 

merchant in Vladimir. One summer he had a plan to go to Nizhny Fair. But his wife forewarned him not 

to go as she had a bad dream. But Aksionov declined and commenced his journey. On the way he stayed 

in an inn with a merchant whom he knew. The next morning he moved earlier. A little later, while he was 

resting, a police officer came and enquired him. Finally Aksionov was arrested for murdering his friend. 

A knife was found in his bag. 

 In the prison, he learnt to make boots. He behaved gently. The jail authorities liked him very much. 

One day a gang of new convicts came. One among them was Makar Semyonich from Vladimir. He 

recognized Aksionov. He asked him to escape from the prison by digging a hole. But Aksionov refused. 

One night Makar confessed that it was he who murdered the merchant and hid the knife in his bag. He 

informed this to the authorities but before that Aksionov died. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVERAGE PARAGRAPH 

Topic   :  God sees the Truth, But waits. 

Author  :  Leo Tolstoy 

Genre   :  Short Story 

Theme   :  Misfortune never comes alone 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Topic   :  God sees the Truth, But waits. 

Author  :  Leo Tolstoy 

Genre   :  Short Story 

Theme   :  Misfortune never comes alone 

 Aksionov was a rich merchant of Vladimir. 

 One summer he was moving to Nizhny fair 

 On the way, he stayed in an inn with a merchant whom he knew very well. 

 The next morning he was arrested for murdering the merchant. 

 He was imprisoned for the crime he didn’t commit. 

 In the prison, he behaved meekly. Every one admired him. 

 One day another convict named Makar came. 

 He recognized Aksionov and confessed that he only murdered the merchant. 

 He asked Aksionov to escape from the prison but to which he refused. 

 Finally Makar confessed his guilt to the authorities. 

 But before that Aksionov died in the prison. 
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Yann Martel was born in Spain to French Canadian parents. Martel’s father 

worked as a diplomat and the family moved to Costa Rica, France, Mexico and 

Canada during Martel’s childhood. He grew up speaking both French 

Martel studied philosophy at Trent University in Ontario, and later spent a year in 

India visiting religious sisters and zoos. His first three books received little critical 

or popular attention but with the publication of Life of Pi in 2001, 

internationally famous and he was awarded the Man Booker Prize in 2002.

227 Thrilling days 

Pi PATEL after ship wrecking

Pi waiting to return the shore
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Yann Martel was born in Spain to French Canadian parents. Martel’s father 

worked as a diplomat and the family moved to Costa Rica, France, Mexico and 

Canada during Martel’s childhood. He grew up speaking both French and English. 

Martel studied philosophy at Trent University in Ontario, and later spent a year in 

India visiting religious sisters and zoos. His first three books received little critical 

or popular attention but with the publication of Life of Pi in 2001, Martel became 

internationally famous and he was awarded the Man Booker Prize in 2002. 
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wrecking 

 
RICHARD PARKER - 
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Pi waiting to return the shore 

 
Drinking water amidst salt 

water 
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and English. 

Martel studied philosophy at Trent University in Ontario, and later spent a year in 

India visiting religious sisters and zoos. His first three books received little critical 

Martel became 

 
TREKKING IS A SORT OR 

ADVENTURE 

 
PI with other creatures 

 
The real incident 
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Our 

Casuarina 

tree 

Pi was stranded in a 

lifeboat on pacifie ocea 

A Bengal Tiger 

named Richard Parker 

Pi drank four cans of 

water 

He was grateful to 

Richard Parker 

He left Richard Parker 

in a jungle 

Pi reunited with his 

family 
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Choose the ten most essential items from the box below and complete the table. 

Share your list with your friend. 

 
 First–Aid Kit  warm blanket   tooth brush and tooth paste   candles 

 Umbrella   non perishable food  water bottles  money   can opener matches 

 

 
“Life of Pi” tells us the fantastical story of Pi Patel, a sixteen-year-old South Indian boy. He survives with a tiger for 

227 days after a shipwreck on a lifeboat in the Pacific ocean. Pi, born Piscine Molitor Patel, grows up in the South Indian 

city of Pondicherry, where his father runs the zoo.  

Thanks to government upheaval that has long been distressing Pi’s father, the Patels decide to close the Pondicherry 

Zoo and move to Canada when Pi is sixteen. Pi, his mother, father, and brother Ravi board the Tsimtsum along with the 

zoo’s animal inhabitants (who are on their way to be sold around the world). 

An unexplained event causes the Tsimtsum to sink, and Pi is the only human to make it onto the lifeboat and survive. 

Along with Pi, the lifeboat contains a hyena, a zebra, Orange Juice the orangutan, and Richard Parker the tiger. The 

hyena kills and devours both the zebra and Orange Juice, before Richard Parker kills the hyena. Pi is left alone on a 

lifeboat with an adult male tiger. 

There is no land in sight and the ocean is shark-infested. So Pi builds a raft which he attaches to the lifeboat, to keep 

himself at a safer distance from Richard Parker. Eventually, however, life on the raft proves too exhausting, and Pi 

realizes that if Richard Parker gets hungry enough, he will swim to it and kill Pi. So Pi decides that he must tame Richard 

Parker. Using a whistle, seasickness, and a  turtle-shell shield, Pi manages to assert his authority over Richard Parker and 

delineate his own territory on the lifeboat, where he is comparatively safe from the tiger. 

While at sea, Pi and Richard Parker face many challenges, traumas, tragedies, and miraculous occurrences. They 

never have sufficient food and fresh water, and the constant exposure is highly painful. A severe storm, which they 

miraculously survive, destroys the raft. Pi manages to capture and kill a bird. They are almost crushed by an oil tanker, 

which then passes by without seeing them. 

Pi and Richard Parker eventually land on the Mexican beach. Richard Parker immediately runs off into the jungle 

without acknowledging Pi, which Pi finds deeply hurtful. Pi is found, fed, bathed, and taken to a hospital. There, two 

Japanese men come to question Pi about what caused the Tsimtsum to sink. He tells his story, which they do not believe, 

so he offers them a more plausible version, with the animal characters replaced by other humans, which casts doubt on 

the original story.  
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After recovering in Mexico he went to Canada, where he spent a year finishing high school and then studied 

Religion and Zoology at the University of Toronto. At some point, he got married, and he now has two children. He still 

thinks of Richard Parker, and is still hurt by his final desertion. 

 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY ENGLISH Jizg;ghlk; jkpo; 

Here is an abridged version of the famous Canadian 

fantasy adventure novel titled Life of Pi by Yann 

Martel published in 2001. The protagonist is Piscine 

Molitor “Pi” Patel, an Indian boy from Pondicherry. 

He survives 227 days after a shipwreck while stranded 

on a lifeboat in the Pacific Ocean with a Bengal tiger 

named Richard Parker. 

,q;Nf xU fdlhehl;L rhfrq;fs; epiwe;j 

fw;gidahd xU fij ‘igapd; tho;f;if” vd;w 

jiyg;gpy; ahd; khh;l;ly; vd;gth; 2001y; ntspapl;lhh;. 

,jd; fjhehafd; ePr;ry; njhl;bAld; $ba 

tpLjpapd; fhg;ghsh; ig ghl;Nly; ghz;br;Nrhpapy;  

,Ue;J te;j xU ,e;jpag; igad; capiug; ghJfhf;Fk; 

glfpy; grpg;gpf; ngUq;fly; hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fh; vd;Dk; 

ngaUila tq;fhsehl;L GypAld;. mtd; 227 

ehl;fis nrytpl;lhd; 

I was alone and orphaned, in the middle of the Pacific, 

hanging on to an oar, an adult tiger in front of me, 

sharks beneath me, a storm raging about me. Had I 

considered my prospects in the light of reason, I surely 

would have given up and let go of the oar, hoping that 

I might drown before being eater. But I don’t recall 

that I had a single thought during those first minutes of 

relative safety. I didn’t even notice daybreak. I held on 

to the oar, I just held on, God only knows why? 

ehd; mq;Nf jdpahf mehij Nghy; grpgpf; 

ngUq;flypd; eLtpy; JLg;gpy; ehd; njhq;fpf; 

nfhz;bUe;Njd;. xU tajhd; Gyp> vd; Kd;dhy; 

Rwhf;fs; vdf;F mbapy; vd;id Nehf;fp xU Gay; 

te;Jnfhz;bUe;jJ. me;jf; fhuzj;jpdhy; ehd; 

vdJ vjph;fhyj;ij ntspr;rkhf xU xspahf 

epidj;Njd; fhuzj;NjhL epidj;Njd;. ehd; 

fl;lhak; vdJ vjph;fhyj;ijg; gw;wpa epidg;ig tpl;L 

tpl;L JLg;igg; gw;wpf;nfhz;L Nghf Ntz;Lk; vd;W 

ek;gpNdd;. ehd; rhg;gplg;gLtjw;F Kd; %o;fpg; 

Ngha;tplNtz;Lk;. Mdhy; ehd; mij epidTgLj;j 

tpUk;gtpy;iy. vdf;F xd;W kl;Lk; epidtpy; 

,Ue;jJ. cwtpdh;fspd; ghJfhg;Gf;F vdf;F xU 

,ilNtis$l ehd; ftdpf;ftpy;iy. ehd; 

JLg;igg; gw;wpf;nfhz;L xl;bf;nfhz;bUf;fpNwd;. 

Vndd;W flTSf;F kl;LNk njhpAk;. 

The elements allowed me to go on living. The lifeboat 

did not sink. Richard Parker kept out of sight. the 

sharks prowled but did not attack. The waves splashed 

me but did not pull me off. I watched the ship as it 

disappeared with much burbling and belching. Lights 

flickered and went out. I looked about for my family, 

for survivors, for another lifeboat, for anything that 

might bring me hope. There was nothing. Only rain, 

marauding waves of black ocean and the flotsam of 

tragedy. The darkness melted away from the sky. The 

rain stopped, I could not stay in the position I was in 

forever. I was cold. My neck was sore from holding up 

my head and from all the craning I had been doing. My 

back hurt from leaning against the lifebuoy. And I 

ehl;fs; fg;gy; cile;jgpd; capUld; ,Ue;jhd;. 

vd;id capUld; tho cWg;Gfs; mDkjpj;jd. 

caph;fhf;Fk; glF %o;ftpy;iy. hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fh; 

vdJ ghh;itf;F mg;ghy;> Rwhf;fs; gykhdit. 

Mdhy; vd;idj; jhf;ftpy;iy. miyfs; vd;kPJ 

mbj;jd Mdhy; vd;id ,Oj;Jr; nry;ytpy;iy. 

vd; fz;Kd;dhy; fg;gy; %o;Ftijg; ghh;j;Njd;. 

kpFe;j Fog;gj;NjhLk;> Vf;fj;NjhLk;. tpsf;Ffs; 

gspr;rpl;L kiwe;jd. ehd; vd; FLk;gj;ij gw;wp> 

capNuhL ,Ug;gth;fis gw;wp kw;w caph;fhf;Fk; 

glFfs; gw;wp VjhtJ vdf;F xU ek;gpf;ifiaf; 

nfhLf;FkhW ghh;j;Njd;. Mdhy; vJTkpy;iy. xNu 

kio fU fliy miyfs; #iwahbd. mr;rj;JlDk;>  

Nrhfj;JlDk; fhj;jpUe;Njd;. ,Ul;L thdj;jpypUe;J 

tpyfp> kio epd;wJ. mNj epiyapy; vd;dhy; 
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needed to be higher up if I were to see other life boats. njhlh;e;J ,Uf;f Kbatpy;iy. ehd; eLq;fpNdd;. 

vdJ fOj;J typj;jJ vd;dhy; fOj;jpypUe;J 

jiyia J}f;fp gpbf;f Kbatpy;iy. f\;lg;gl;L 

J}f;fpgpbj;Njd;. caph;fhf;Fk; kpjitapypUe;J  

vdJ KJF fhakhfp gpd;Ndhf;fp tpise;jJ. ehd; 

vd;id cah;e;j ,lj;jpy; itj;J nfhs;s 

Mirg;gl;Nld;. VNjDk; kw;w caph; fhf;Fk; glFfs; 

,Uf;fpwjh vdg;ghh;f;f  

In the morning I could not move. I was pinned by 

weakness to the tarpaulin. Even thinking was 

exhausting. I applied myself to thinking straight. At 

length, as slowly as a caravan of camels crossing a 

desert, some thoughts came together. I thought of 

sustenance for the first time. I had not had a drop to 

drink or a bite to eat or a minute of sleep in three days. 

Finding this obvious explanation for my weakness 

brought me a little strength. Richard Parker was still 

on board. In fact, he was directly beneath me. 

fhiyapy; vd;dhy; mira Kbatpy;iy. ehd; 

jhh;g;ghapd; Nky; gytPdj;jhy; RUz;bUe;Njd; 

vd;dhy; Nahrpf;ff; $l Kbatpy;iy. vdf;F ehNd 

ehk; rhpahf Nahrpf;f Ntz;Lnkd epidj;Njd; 

ePskhf ghiytdj;jpy; xl;lfq;fspy; nkJthf  

$z;Ltz;bapy; gazpg;gJ Nghy; rpy epidTfs; 

vd;Dld; te;jd. Kjd;Kjyhf caph;tho;tJ gw;wp 

Nahrpj;Njd;. ,e;j %d;W ehl;fspy; vdf;F mUe;j 

xU nrhl;L ePhpy;iy. rhg;gpl xU Jz;L $l ,y;iy 

xU epkplk; $l J}q;f Kbatpy;iy vdJ 

gytPdj;jpw;fhd fhuzj;ij ntspg;gilahf 

vd;dhy; Njl Kbe;jNj vdf;F rpwpJ rf;jpia 

nfhLj;jJ. hpr;rh;ghh;f;fh; ,d;dKk; gyifapy; 

,Ue;jJ. cz;ikapy; mJ vdf;F Neh; mbapy; 

,Ue;jJ ek;gKbahj xU nray; Mdhy; cz;ik 

vd;W xg;Gf; nfhz;Ljhd; MfNtz;Lk;. 

Incredible that such a thing should need consent to be 

true, but it was only after much deliberation, upon 

assessing various mental items and points of view, that 

I concluded that it was not a dream or a delusion or a 

misplaced memory or a fancy or any other such falsity, 

but a solid, true thing witnessed while in a weakened, 

highly agitated state. The truth of it would be 

confirmed as soon as I felt well enough to investigate. 

How I had failed to notice for two and a half days a 

450-pund Bengal tiger in a lifeboat twenty-six feet 

long was a conundrum I would have to try to solve 

later, when I had more energy. The feat surely made 

Richard Parker the largest stowaway, proportionally 

speaking, in the history of navigation. From tip of nose 

to tip of tail he took up over a third of the length of the 

ship he was on.  

Mdhy; ,e;j Kbtpw;F tUtjw;FKd; ftdkhfg; 

gytw;iw fUj;jpy; nfhz;L gy;NtW kdj;jpy; 

cs;sitfis kjpg;gPL nra;J ghh;j;jjpy; ehk; ghh;f;f 

Ntz;ba Gs;sp Mfpatw;iw Muha;e;J> ehd; KbTf;F 

te;Njd;. ,J xU fdT my;y; my;yJ khia my;y; 

my;yJ jtwhf Qhgfk; my;y; mJ xU Mlk;guky;y; 

my;yJ ve;jxU ngha;Aky;y; Mdhy; jplkhd  

cz;ikahdJ. gytPdkhd xU epiyapy; cd;ikahy; 

fpsh;r;rp epiyapy; NghJ cz;ikjhh; rhl;rp ,jd; 

cz;ikepiy cWjpg;gLj;jg;gl;l vdf;F ed;whfp ehd; 

Muha Kay;Ntd; ehd; vg;gb 2 ½ ehl;fs; ftdpf;f 

jtwpNdd;. 450 gTz;L cq;fis GypAk; caph;fhf;Fk; 

glfpy; 26 mb ePsk; vd;gJ Gjph;> ehd; ,ij rhp nra;a 

Kad;Nwd; gpd;dhy;. vdf;F GJ njk;G te;jTld; 

,e;j rhjid> fg;gypy; fl;lzkpy;yhkhy; Vwp 

xspe;jpUg;gth; kpfg;nghpa hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fh;.. 

flw;gazj;jpy; ,J xU GJ tuyhW. %f;fpd; 

EdpapypUe;J thypd; Jiz tiu mJ fg;gypd; 

%d;wpy; xU gq;F mfyj;ij vLj;Jf; nfhz;lJ. 

You might think I lost all hope at that point. I did. And 

as a result I perked up and felt much better. We see 

that in sports all the time, don’t we? The tennis 

challenger starts strong but soon loses confidence in 

ePq;fs; epidf;fyhk;> ehd; me;j Gs;spapy; midj;J  

ek;gpf;ifiaAk; ,oe;Jtpl;Nld; vd;W. mjd; Kbthf 

ehd; ,ilapy; rpwpJ guthapy;yhky; czh;e;Njd;. ehk; 

vg;NghJk; tpisahl;by; ghh;j;jpUf;fpNwhk; ,y;iyah? 

G+g;ge;J Nghl;bahsh;fs; cWjpahf Jtq;Fth;. Mdhy; 
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his playing. The champion racks up the games. But in 

the final set, when the challenger has nothing left to 

lose, he becomes relaxed again, insouciant, daring. 

Suddenly he’s playing like the devil and the champion 

must work hard to get those last points. So it was with 

me. To cope with a hyena seemed remotely possible, 

but I was so obviously outmatched by Richard Parker 

that it wasn’t even worth worrying about. With a tiger 

aboard, my life was over. That being settled, why not 

do something about my parched throat? 

rPf;fpuk; jd; tpisahl;by; jd;dk;gpf;ifia 

,oe;JtpLth; ntw;wpnfhz;lth; tpisahl;il 

jl;br;nryth;. Mdhy; filrpr; Rw;wpy; Nghl;bahsh; 

,of;f VJk; ,Uf;fhJ. kWgbAk; mth; Xa;thf> 

mf;fiwaw;W vjph;nfhs;th;. jpBnud;W mtd; 

Ngiag;Nghy; tpisahLthd;. ntw;wpapd; filrpg; 

Gs;spiag; ngw fbdkhf ciof;f Ntz;Lk;. mJ 

vd;dpld; ,Ue;jJ fOijg;Gypia rkhspf;f XusT 

vd;dhy; KbAk;. Mdhy; ehd; ntspg;gilahfNt 

nrhy;fpNwd;. hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fSk; xg;gpl;lhy;> ehd; 

nghUj;jkw;wtd;. ehd; ftiyg;gl ,jpy; xd;Wkpy;iy 

GypAld; ntspehl;by; vdJ tho;f;if Kbag; 

NghfpwJ. xU topahf mJ Kbe;jJ vdJ twz;l 

njhz;ilf;F VjhtJ nra;a Kbatpy;iy Vd;? 

I believe it was this that saved my life that morning 

that I was quite literally dying of thirst. Now that the 

word had popped into my head I couldn’t think of 

anything else, as if the word itself were salty and the 

more I thought of it, the worse the effect. I have heard 

that the hunger for air exceeds as a compelling 

sensation the thirst for water. Only for a few minutes, I 

say. After a few minutes you die and the discomfort of 

asphyxiation goes away. Whereas thirst is a drawn-out 

affair. Look: Christ on the Cross died of suffocation, 

but His only complaint was of thirst. If thirst can be so 

taxing that even God Incarnate complains about it, 

imagine the effect on an ordinary human. It was 

enough to make me go raving mad. I have never 

known a worse physical hell than this putrid taste  

and pasty feeling in the mouth, this unbearable 

pressure at the back of the throat, this sensation that 

my blood was turning to thick syrup that barely 

flowed. Truly, by comparison, a tiger was nothing, and 

so I pushed aside all thoughts of Richard Parker and 

fearlessly went exploring for fresh water. 

ehd; ek;gpNdd;> ,e;jf; fhiyapy; ,J vdJ 

tho;f;ifiaf; fhg;ghw;wpaJ. ehd; jhfj;jpdhy; 

vg;gbAk; rhfg;NghfpNwd;. ,g;NghJ> me;j thh;j;ij 

vdJ jiyia ntbf;f itj;jJ. vd;dhy; NtW 

vijAk; Nahrpf;f Kbatpy;iy. me;j thh;j;ij xU 

Ntis cg;ghf ,Ue;jhy;. ehd; NkYk; mijg;gw;wp 

Nahrpj;Njd;. mjd; tpisT> NkYk; NkhrkhdJ. ehd;  

Nfs;tpg;gl;bUf;fpNwd;. fhw;Wf;fhd grp mjpfkhfp 

mJ vd;id tw;GWj;Jk; czh;T Nghy; jz;zPUf;fhf 

jhfkhf;fpaJ. xU rpy kzpj;Jspfs; kl;LNk ehd; 

nrhy;fpNwd;. rpykzp Neuk; fopj;J eP ,we;J 

tpLtha;! Nghjpa Mf;]p[d; gw;whf;Fiwahy; cghij 

Vw;gl;L Ngha;tpLtha;! jhfk; xUjtph;f;f Kbahj 

mYty; ,q;Nfghh;. ,NaR fpwp];J rpYitapy; 

%r;Rj;jpzwyhy; jhd; ,we;jhh;. Mdhy; vdJ xNu 

Gfhh; jhfk;jhd;. xUNtis jhfk; jzpe;jhYk; $l 

flTshf mtjhuk; vLj;jtuhy; $l jhfj;ijgw;wp 

Gfhh; nrhd;dhy; vd;why; rhjhuz kdpjdpd; kPJ 

jhfk; Vw;gLj;Jk; jhf;fk; gw;wp fw;gid nra;J 

ghUq;fs;. ,J vd;id igj;jpak; gpbf;f nra;JtpLk; 

NghypUe;jJ ,Jtiu ehd; ,J Nghd;w xU 

cly;epiy Nkhrkhd czh;itf; fz;ljpy;iy. 

the;jptUtJ Nghd;w nfl;l Rit thapy; gir 

Nghd;w czh;T njhz;ilapd; gpd;dhy; hq;fKbahj 

mOj;jk; ,e;j czh;T vdJ ,uj;jj;ij nfl;bahd 

jputk; Nghd;W khw;Wtjhf mhpjhfNt XbaJ 

cz;ikapy; vdJ xg;gPL xU Gyp xd;Wkpy;iy 

mjdhy; ehd; Gyp vdJ midj;J czh;TfisAk; 

J}ujs;sptpl;Nld; gakpy;yhky; ehd; J}a ePh; Njb 

nrd;Nwd;. 

The diving rod in my mind dipped sharply and a spring 

gushed water when I remembered that I was on a 

genuine, regulation lifeboat and that such a lifeboat 

was surely outfitted with supplies. That seemed like a 

ePh;%o;fpj; jz;L> vdJ epidtpy; $h;ikahf 

Kf;fpaJ. mjpypUe;J jz;zPh; gPwpl;lJ vdf;F ed;F 

QhgfkpUf;fpwJ. ehd; caph;fhf;Fk; glfpy; 

ghh;j;jpUf;fpNwd;. xUth; caph;tho;tjw;F Njitahd 
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perfectly reasonable proposition. What captain would 

fail in so elementary a way to ensure the safety of his 

crew? 

midj;Jk; mjpypUf;Fk; vy;yhKk; rhpahd 

tpfpjj;jpy; vLj;J itf;fg;gl;bUf;Fk; xU fg;gy; 

jiytd; jd;Dld; gazpf;Fk; $l;lj;jpw;F mijj; 

jtwhky; itj;jpUg;ghd;. 

What ship chandler would not think of making a little 

extra money under the noble guise of saving lives? It 

was settled. There was water aboard. All I had to do 

was find it, which meant I had to move. I made it to 

the middle of the boat, to the edge of the tarpaulin. It 

was a hard crawl. I felt I was climbing the side of a 

volcano and I was about to look over the rim into a 

boiling cauldron of orange lava. I lay flat. I carefully 

brought my head over. I did not look over any more 

than I had to. I did not see Richard Parker. The hyena 

was plainly visible, though. It was back behind what 

was left of the zebra. It was looking at me. 

fg;gy; jiytd; vg;NghJk; caph;fisf; fhf;f 

mbg;gilj; Njitfis vLj;J itg;gij 

mjpfg;gbahd nryT vd vz;zkhl;lhh;. ,J 

KbthdJ vg;gbAk; mf;fiwapy; jz;zPh; ,Uf;Fk;. 

ehd; jw;NghJ mijj; NjlNtz;Lk;. nghUs; 

vd;dntd;why; ehd; jw;NghJ efuNtz;Lk;. ehd; 

fg;gypd; eLtpypUe;J jhh;g;ghapd; filrptiu 

NjbNdd;. ,J kpfTk; fbdkhd Rw;whf ,Ue;jJ. 

ehd; vhpkiyapd; tpspk;gpy; VWtJ Nghy; 

czh;e;Njd;. ehd; vhpkiyapd; tpspk;gpypUe;J cs;Ns 

MuQ;R epwj;jpy; vhpkiyf; Fok;ig ghh;g;gJ. Nghy; 

,Ue;jJ. jtwpdhy; tpOe;JtpLNtd;. ehd; ftdkhf 

vdJ jiyia NkNy J}f;fpNdd;. ehd; ,Jtiu 

NkNy ghh;f;fNtapy;iy. ehd; hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fiu 

ghh;f;ftpy;iy. fOijg;Gyp ed;F njhpe;jJ. mJ 

thpf;Fjpiuapd; gpd;dhy; ,Ue;jJ. thpf;Fjpiu 

kl;LNk vQ;rpapUe;jJ fOijg;Gyp vd;idg; ghh;j;jJ. 

I was no longer afraid of it. It wasn’t ten feet away, yet 

my heart didn’t skip a beat. Richard Parker’s presence 

had at least that useful aspect. To be afraid of this 

ridiculous dog when there was a tiger about was like 

being afraid of splinters when trees are falling down. I 

became very angry at the animal. “You ugly, foul 

creature,” I muttered. The only reason I didn’t stand up 

and beat it off the lifeboat with a stick was lack of 

strength and stick, not lack of heart, Did the hyena 

sense something of my mastery? Did it say to itself, 

“Super alpha is watching me – I better not move”? I 

don’t know. At any rate, it didn’t move. In fact, in the 

way it ducked its head it seemed to want to hide from 

me. But it was no use hiding. It would get its just 

dessert soon enough. 

ehd; ,g;NghJ gag;gltpy;iy. gj;jb J}uk; $l 

,Uf;fhJ. vdJ ,jak; Jbg;ig epWj;jtpy;iy 

Gypapd; tUif vdf;F cjtpahf ,Uf;Fk;. ,e;j 

Nfypf;Fhpa eha;f;F gag;gLtjh? ePz;l $h;ikahd 

ku <l;bf;Fg; Ghpjl gag;gLk; kuq;fs; tpOk; NghJ 

ehd; jw;NghJ mjd;kPJ Nfhgk; MNdd;. mOf;fhd> 

jPa caphpdNk vd Kiwj;Njd;. XNu fhuzk;. 

vd;dhy; vOe;J epd;W mij mbf;f KbahJ ,e;j 

caph;fhf;Fk; glfpy; Fr;rp ,y;iy. clypy; njk;gpy;iy. 

mjw;FNky; ,jakpy;iy. fOijg;Gyp vd;id 

ntw;wpngWkh? mJ nrhy;ypf;nfhs;Skh? mjpra 

njhlf;fk; vd;id ftdpf;fpwJ. ,g;NghJ efh;tJ  

rhpapy;iyah? vdf;F njhpatpy;iy. Mdhy; vg;gbAk; 

mJ efuhJ cz;ikapy; mJ jdJ jiyia cs;Ns 

,Oj;Jf; nfhs;tjpypUe;J mJ vd;dplkpUe;J 

xspe;Jnfhs;s epidf;fpwJ. Mdhy; xspe;J 

nfhs;tjhy; xd;Wk; gadpy;iy. mJ jdJ czh;it 

rPf;fpuk; vLj;Jf;nfhs;Sk;.  

Richard Parker also explained the animals’ strange 

behavior. Now it was clear why the hyena had 

confined itself to such an absurdly small space behind 

the zebra arid why it had waited so long before killing 

it. It was fear of the greater beast and fear of touching 

the greater beast’s food. The strained, temporary peace 

between Orange Juice and the hyena, and my reprieve, 

were no doubt due to the same reason; in the face of 

such a superior predator, all of us were prey, and 

hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fh; xU kpUfj;jpd; tpNehjkhd elj;ij  

gw;wp tpsf;fpapUf;fpwJ. vdf;F ,g;NghJ ,sq;fpaJ 

Vd; fOijg;Gyp> thpf;Fjpiuapd; Kd;Nd ,g;gb 

Kfj;ij itj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpwnjd;W! mijf; 

nfhy;Yk; Kd; ePz;l Neuk; twz;l Kfj;JlDk; 

fhj;jpUf;fpwJ. nghpa kpUfj;ijf; nfhy;Yk; Kd; 

cs;s gak; me;j czitj; NjhLtjw;F cs;s gak; 

tbj;njLj;j jw;fhypfkhd MuQ;R epwr; rhW 

jputj;jpd; kPjhd mikjpahd ,ilntsp! 
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normal ways of preying were affected. It seemed the 

presence of a tiger had saved me from a hyena-surely a 

textbook example of jumping from the frying pan into 

the fire. 

re;NjfNkapy;iy NtW fhuzq;fspy;iy!. Nkyhd  

,iuapd; Kfj;jpy; vy;yhKk; czNt rhjhuz 

czTf;fhd topfs; milgl;Ls;sd. xU Ntis 

hpr;rhh;Lghh;f;fh; te;jhy; kl;LNk ehd; 

fOijg;GypaplkpUe;J jg;gKbAk; rhjhuzkhf  

Gj;jfj;jpy;> nrhy;thh;fNs! cWf;Fk; rl;bapypUe;J 

jg;gp neUg;gpy; tpOe;jij Nghy; ,Ue;jJ  

But the great beast was no behaving like a great beast, 

to such an extent that the hyena had taken liberties. 

Richard Parker’s passivity, and for three long days, 

needed explaining. Only in two ways could I account 

for it: sedation and seasickness. Father regularly 

sedated a number of the animals to lessen their stress. 

Mdhy; kpfg;nghpa kpUfk; mJNghyNt kpfg; nghpa 

kpUkhf ele;J nfhz;lJ. fOijg;Gyp nfhQ;rk; 

mjpfkhf Rje;jpuk; vLj;Jf;nfhz;lJ. hpr;rh;L 

ghh;f;fh; mikjpahf Klq;fpapUe;jJ %d;W 

ehl;fSf;F. vdf;Ff; fhuzk; tpsq;ftpy;iy. 

,uz;L topfs; jhd; ,jw;Ffhuzk;. vz;zpNdd;. 

kaf;fk; Fly;> Fkl;ly;. mg;gh tof;fkhf 

kpUfq;fspd; kd mOj;jj;ij Fiwf;f mitfSf;F 

kaf;f kUe;J nfhLg;ghh;. 

Might he have sedated Richard Parker shortly before 

the ship sank? Had the shock of the shipwreck – the 

noises, the falling into the sea, the terrible struggle to 

swim to the lifeboat – increased the effect of the 

sedative? Had seasickness taken over after that? These 

were the only plausible explanations I could come up 

with. I lost interest in the question. Only water 

interested me. 

mg;gb Gypf;Fk; nfhLj;jpUf;fyhk;> fg;gy; %o;Fk; 

rpwpJ Neuj;jpw;F Kd;? fg;gy; cile;j mjph;r;rp – 

rg;jq;fs;> flypy; tpOe;jJ> gaq;fukhf> f\;lg;gl;L 

ePe;jp caph;fhf;Fk;. glFf;F te;jJ Nghd;wit 

mjDila kaf;fj;ij mjpfhpj;jpUf;fyhk;. mjd;gpd; 

Fly;> Fkl;ly; mjw;F te;jpUf;fyhk;. ,itjhd;>  

cz;ikahd tpsf;fkhf ,Uf;f KbAk; vd;w 

KbTf;F te;Njd;. ,e;jf; Nfs;tpNky; vdf;F tpUg;gk; 

,y;iy. vdf;F jz;zPh; kPJ kl;LNk tpUg;gk;. 

I took stock of the lifeboat. It was three and a half feet  

deep, eight feet wide and twenty – six feet long, 

exactly. I know because it was printed on one of the 

side benches in black letters. It also said that the 

lifeboat was designed to accommodate a maximum of 

thirty-two people. Wouldn’t that have been merry, 

sharing it with so many? Instead we were three and it 

was awfully crowded. 

ehd; xUKiw caph;fhf;Fk; glfpy; Nehl;lk;tpl;Nld;. 

mJ 3 ½ mb mok; 8 mb mfyk; 26 mb ePsk; 

nfhz;lJ. vdf;F njhpAk; Vndd;why; ,J xU 

mkUk; gyifapy; Nky; fUg;G vOj;Jf;fspy; 

mr;rplg;gl;bUe;jJ. mJ NkYk; nrhd;dJ 

caph;fhf;Fk; glF 32 Ngh; jq;Fk; msTf;F 

jahhpf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. ,d;W mt;tsT Ngh; ,y;iy 

kfpo;r;rpahf gq;F Nghl;Lnfhs;s. khwhf ehq;fs; 

%d;W Ngh; kl;Lk; MdhYk; mJ kpfNkhrkhf  

epuk;gpapUe;jJ.  

It seems orange --- is the color of survival because the 

whole inside of the boat and the tarpaulin and the life 

jackets and the lifebuoy and the oars and most every 

other significant object aboard was orange. Even the 

plastic, headless whistles were orange.  

The words Tsimtsum and panama were printed on 

each side of the bow in stark, black, roman capitals. I 

did not grasp all these details – and many more – right 

away. They came to my notice with time and as a 

result of necessity. I would be in the direst of dire 

straits, facing a bleak future, when some small thing, 

some detail, would transform itself and appear in my 

caph;thOk; vq;Fk; MuQ;R tz;zkhf ,Ue;jJ. 

Vndd;why; glfpd; cl;Gwk; jhh;ghypd; caph;fhf;Fk; 

rl;il> glF JLg;G> midj;Jk; vy;yhnghUl;fSk; 

ntspehl;by; MuQ;Rjhd; nefpopfs;. jiyapy;yhj 

Cjpfs; $l MuQ;R jhd; rpk;rk; kw;Wk; gzkh vd;w 

thh;j;ijfs; tisypy; ,uz;L gf;fq;fspYk; 

fl;ilfspYk; fUg;ghf Nuhkd; nghpa vLj;Jf;fspy; 

vOjg;gl;bUe;jJ. vd;dhy; mij KOikahfg; 

Ghpe;Jnfhs;s Kbatpy;iy. NkYk; epiwa ,Ue;jJ. 

mit> vdJ ghh;itf;Fj; Njitapd; NghJ rhpahf  

te;jd. ehd; nfhLikapYk;> nfhbaePh;re;jpfs;> 

fLk;FspUk; ,dp tUk; fhyq;fspy; vjph;Nehf;f 
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mind in a new light. It would no longer be the small 

thing it was before, but the most important thing in the 

world, the thing that would save my life. This 

happened time and again. How true it is that necessity 

is the mother of invention, how very true. And what if 

the supplies were at the bow, beneath the tarpaulin? I 

turned and crawled back. I felt like a dried-out lizard. I 

pushed down on the tarpaulin. It was tautly stretched. 

If I unrolled it, I would give myself access to what 

supplies might be stored below. But that meant 

creating an opening onto Richard Parker’s den. 

Ntz;Lk;. rpy rpwpa nghUl;fs;> rpy tphpthd 

khw;wq;fs; vd; kdjpy; Njhd;Wk;. xU GJ xspapy; 

Kd;dh; Nghy; ,J kpfr;rpwpajhf ,dp ePzl;Neuk; 

,Uf;fhJ. ,e;j cyfpy; kpfKf;fpakhdJ> vdJ 

capiu fhg;ghw;WtJ. mJ kPz;Lk; jFe;j fhyj;jpy; 

ele;jJ. vt;tsT cz;ikahdJ ,e;j thh;j;ijfs;. 

NjitNa fz;Lgpbg;gpd; jha;”. kpfr; rpwpa xUNtis 

mbg;gil Njitahd nghUl;fs;> tisypy; 

jhh;ghapd; mbapy; ,Uf;FNkh? ehd; jpUk;gp Ch;e;J 

nrd;Nwd;. ehd; cyh;e;j gy;ypNghy; nespe;Njd;. 

jhh;ghiaf; fPNo js;spNdd;. mJ tpiwg;ghf 

ijf;fg;gl;bUe;jJ. ehd; mij RUl;odhy;> jhd; 

njhpAk; vd;ndd;d nghUl;fs; mbapy; Nrkpj;J 

cs;shh;fs; vdj; njhpAk;. mJ hp;rhh;L ghh;f;fh 

,Uf;Fk;. kiwT ,lj;ij Neubahf jpwe;J mjDs;  

nry;Yk;gb cUthf;fg;gl;bUe;jJ. 

There was no question. Thirst pushed me on. I 

unrolled it a little. Immediately I was rewarded. The 

bow was like the stern; it hand an end bench. And 

upon it, just a few inches from the stem, a hasp 

glittered like a diamond. There was the outline of a lid. 

My heart began to pound. I unrolled the tarpaulin 

further. I peeked under. The lid was shaped like a 

rounded – out triangle, three feet wide and two feet 

deep. At that moment I perceived an orange mass. I 

jerked my head back. But the orange wasn’t moving 

and didn’t look right. I looked again. It wasn’t tiger. It 

was a life jacket. There were a number of life jackets 

at the back of Richard Parker’s den. A shiver went 

through my body. Between the life jackets, partially, 

as if through some leaves, some leaves, I had my first, 

unambiguous, clear-headed glimpse of Richard Parker. 

It was his haunches I could see, and part of his back. 

Tawny, striped and simply enormous. He was facing 

the stern, lying flat on this stomach. He was facing the 

stern, lying flat on this stomach. He was still except for 

the breathing motion of his sides. I blinked in disbelief 

at how close the was. He was right there, two feet 

beneath me. Stretching, I could have pinched his 

bottom. And between us there was nothing but a thin  

tarpaulin, easily got round.  

Nfs;tpNa ,y;iy mq;Nf. vd;id jhfk; js;spaJ. 

ehd; mij rpwpJ tpyf;fpg; ghh;j;Njd;. clNd vdf;Fg; 

ghpR fpilj;jJ fg;gypd; Kfg;G> gpd; gFjpNghy; 

,Ue;jJ. mjd; Kbtpy; mku gyif ,Ue;jJ. 

mjd;Nky; rpwpJ tpuw;fil njhiytpy; jz;by; G+l;L 

ituk; Nghy; kpd;dpaJ. mJ %bapy; Kbtpy; ,Ue;jJ. 

vdJ ,jak; gyNtfkhf mbj;jJ. ehd; NkYk; 

jhh;ghia RUl;bNdd; mjdbapy; vl;bg; ghh;j;Njd; 

%b tl;ltbtkhf ntspNa Kf;Nfhzkhf %d;W mb 

mfyk;. ,uz;L mb Moj;jpy; me;j fzj;jpy; ehd; 

kdjhy; czh;e;Njd; MuQ;R fyhpy; 

Ftpf;fg;gl;bUe;jJ. ehd; vdJ fOj;ijg; gpd;Nd 

,Oj;Njd;. Mdhy; MuQ;R efutpy;iy rhpahfTk; 

njhpatpy;iy. mJ Gyp my;y; mJ xU caph;f;ftrk;. 

hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fh; kiwtplj;jpw;Fg; gpd;dhy; epiwa 

caph;f;ftrk; ,Ue;jJ. vdJ cly; KOtJk; 

eLq;fpaJ. caph;f;ftrj;jpy; ,ilapy; ghjp 

,iyfspd; topNa ehd; Kjd; Kjy; njspthf 

cz;ikapy; hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fiug; ghh;j;Njd;. ehd; 

ghh;j;jJ mjd; ,Ug;G NkYk; gpd;Gwj;jpd; xU gFjp; 

gOg;G kQ;ryhd NfhLfs; rpwpajhf epiwa ,Ue;jJ. 

mtd; glfpd; gpd; gFjpiag; ghh;j;J tapiw mbapy; 

itj;J rhpe;J gLj;jpUe;jJ. mtd; ,d;dKk; 

%r;RtpLk; mirT gf;fthl;by; njhpe;jJ. ehd; 

vd;id ek;gKbahky; fz;rpkpl;bNdd; vt;tsT 

mUfpy; Gyp. ,Lf;fyhk;> mjd; mbapy; fps;syhk;. 

vq;fSf;F ,ilapy; VJkpy;iy Mdhy; rpwpa jhh;ghy; 

kl;Lk; mJ vspjpy; RUl;lyhk;. 

“God preserve me!” No supplication was ever more  

passionate yet more gently carried by the breath. I lay  

absolutely motionless. I had to have water, I brought 

my hand down and quietly undid the hasp. I pulled on 

flTNs vd;id fhg;ghw;W! jho;ikahd Ntz;Ljy;  

,y;iy czh;r;rptag;gl;Nld;. ,d;dKk; rPuhf %r;R  

tpl;Lf;nfhz;bUe;jJ. ehd; rj;jkpy;yhky; gLj;Njd;.  

vdf;Fj; jz;zPh; Fbf;f Ntz;Lk;. ehd; vdJ 
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the lid. It opened onto a locker, I looked down between 

my legs. I thought I would faint for joy. The open 

locker glistened with shiny new things. Oh, the delight 

of the manufactured good, the man made device, the 

created thing! That moment of material revelation 

brought an intensity of pleasure – a heady mix of hope, 

surprise, disbelief, thrill gratitude, all crushed into one 

– unequalled in my life by any Christmas, birthday, 

wedding, Diwali or other gift-giving occasion. I was 

positively giddy with happiness.  

My eyes immediately fell upon what I was looking for.  

Whether in a bottle, a tin can or a carton, water is 

unmistakably packaged. On this lifeboat, the wine of 

life was served in pale golden cans that fit nicely in the 

hand. Drinking Water said the vintage label in black 

letters. HP Foods Ltd. were the vintners. 500 ml were 

the contents. There were stacks of these cans, too 

many to count at a glance.  

ifia fPNo nfhz;Lte;J rj;jkpy;yhky; G+l;ilj; 

jpwe;Njd; ehd; %bia ,Oj;Njd;. mJ xU 

ngl;lfj;jpDs; jpwe;jJ ehd; vdJ 

fhy;fSf;fpilapy; ghh;j;Njd;; ehd; epidj;Njd; 

re;Njh\j;jpy; ehd; kaf;fk; Nghl;LtpLNtd; 

NghypUe;jJ. ghJfhg;G ngl;lfk; jpwe;J gsgsg;ghf 

Gjpa nghUl;fs; kpd;dpd XU mUikahd 

,ae;jpuj;jpy; cUthf;fg;gl;l nghUl;fs;> kdpjdhy; 

cUthf;fg;gl;l fUtp> cUthf;fg;gl;lit 

me;jfzj;jpy; ,ae;jpug; Gul;rp vdf;F kpf mjpf 

re;Njh\j;ij nfhLj;jJ. vdf;F glglg;Gld; 

ek;gpf;ifAk;> Mr;rhpak;> ek;gpf;ifapd;iik> rpyph;g;G 

ed;wpAzh;T midj;J xd;iwnahd;W rhh;e;J xNu 

Neuj;jpy; - ,J Nky; vd; tho;f;ifapy; rhp epfuhd 

re;Njh\j;ij nfhLj;jJ ,y;iy. fpwp];Jk];> 

gpwe;jehs;> jpUkztpoh> jPghtsp NtW ve;j ghprspg;G 

tpohTk; ,JNghy; ,y;iy. vdf;F kaf;fkhfTk;. 

re;Njh\khfTk; Neh;kiwahfTk; Njhd;wpaJ. 

vdJ fz;fs; clNd ehd; vij NjbNdNdh 

mjd;kPJ tpOe;jJ. Gl;bapy; jfu Ftis> ml;ilg; 

ngl;b VjhtJ xd;wpy; jz;zPh; gOjpy;yhky; 

ghJfhf;fg; gl;bUf;fpwjh? ,e;j cah;fhf;Fk; glfpy; 

jpuhl;ir urk; ntsphpa jq;f epw iff;F mlf;fkhd 

Ftisapy; ghpkhwg;gl;lJ. Fbjz;zPh; vd;W nghpa 

vOj;jpy; goq;fhy milahsr;rPl;by; ,Ue;jJ. 

czTf; fk;ngdp milahsrPl;bUe;jdh;. 500 kp.yp 

mjpy; mlq;fpapUe;jJ. Ftisfs; epiwa 

mLf;fg;gl;bUe;jJ. xNu ghh;itapy;gl;lJ.  

With a shaking hand I reached down and picked one 

up. It was cool to the touch and heavy. I shook it. The 

bubble of air inside made a dull glub glub glub sound. 

I was about to be delivered from my hellish thirst. My 

pulse raced at the thought. I only had to open the can. I 

paused. How would I do that?  

iffs; eLq;f ehd; fPNo ,wq;fp xd;iw vLj;Njd;. 

njhl FspuhfTk;> fdkhfTk; ,Ue;jJ. ehd; 

FYf;fpNdd;. cs;Ns cs;s ePh;f;Fkpopfs; fpsg; fpsg; 

vd nkypjhf rj;jkpl;ld. ehd; vdJ euf jhfj;jpw;F 

tpUe;jplNghNdd;. vdJ ehbj;Jbg;G vfpwpaJ me;j 

epidg;gpy;. ehd; me;j Ftisapd; %bitj;jhd; 

jpwe;jpUg;Ngd;. ehd; epWj;jpNdd; mij ehd; vg;gb 

nra;Njd;? 

I had a can – surely I had a can opener? I looked in the 

locker. There was a great quantity of things. I 

rummaged about. I was losing patience. Aching 

expectation had run its fruitful course. I had to drink 

no – or I would die. I could not find the desired 

instrument. But there was no time for useless distress. 

Action was needed. Could I prise it open with my 

fingernails? I tried. I couldn’t My teeth? It wasn’t 

worth trying. I looked over the gunnel. The tarpaulin 

hooks. Short, blunt, solid. I kneeled on the bench and 

leaned over. Holding the can with both my hands, I 

Ftisia vLj;Njd;. Mkhk; vq;fhtJ Ftis 

jpwg;ghd; ,Uf;Fk;. ehd; ngl;lfj;jpy; ghh;j;Njd;. 

mjpy; epiwa mstpy; nghUl;fs; ,Ue;jd. ehd; 

mij Muha;e;Njd;. ehd; nghWikapoe;Njd;. typ 

epiwe;j vjph;ghh;g;G jdJ ntw;wpia Njb XbaJ ehd; 

,g;NghJ Fbf;f Ntz;Lk; my;yJ nrj;J tpLNtd; 

ehd; tpUg;gg;gl;l fUtp vdf;Ff; fpilf;ftpy;iy 

Mdhy; vdf;F Neukpy;iy Njitapy;yhj mijj; 

Njl nray; Njitg;gl;lJ. ehd; vdJ tpuy; 

efq;fshy; nek;gpj; jpwf;f Kad;Nwd;. vdJ gw;fs;. 

mij ek;Gtjpy; kjpg;gpy;iy. Filypy; NjbNdd;. 

jhh;ghypd;  
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sharply brought it up against a hook. A good dint. I did 

it again. Another dint next to the first. By dint of 

dinting, I managed the trick. A pearl of water 

appeared. I licked it off. I turned the can and banged 

the opposite side of the top against the hook to make 

another hole. I worked like a fiend. I made a larger 

hole. I sat back on the gunnel. I held the can up to my 

face. I opened my mouth. I titled the can.  

nfhf;fpfs; rpwpajhf tise;J jplkhapUe;jd. ehd; 

gyifapy; Koq;fhypl;L mjd;Nky; rha;e;Njd;. 

,uz;L ifapYk; ghl;biy gpbj;jpUe;Njd;. ehd; 

nfhf;fpf;F vjpuhf NkNy J}f;fpNdd;. ey;y Kaw;rp. 

kWg;G Kad;Nwd;. ,uz;;lhtJ. Kd;Nghy; ,y;iy  

jz;zPh; Kj;Jf;fs; Njhd;wpd. ehd; ef;fpNdd; ehd; 

Ftisia jpUg;gp vjph;Gwk; nfhf;fpapy; NkhjpNdd;. 

,d;ndhU Xl;ilNghl ehd; gprhR Nghy Ntiy 

ghh;j;Njd;. nghpa Xl;il Nghl;Nld;. ehd; me;j 

Fifapd; (kPdpd;) gpd;dhy; mkhe;Njd;. ehd; vdJ  

Kfj;jpw;F Neuhf Ftisia J}f;fpNdd;. ehd; vdJ 

thiaj; jpwe;Njd;. ehd; Ftisia rha;j;Njd;. 

My feelings can perhaps be imagined, but they can 

hardly be described. To the gurgling beat of my greedy 

throat, pure, delicious, beautiful, crystalline water 

flowed into my system. Liquid life, it was. I drained 

that golden cup to the very last drop, sucking at the 

hole to catch any remaining moisture. I went, 

“Ahhhhhh!” tossed the can overboard and got another 

one. I opened it the way I had the first and its contents 

vanished just as quickly. That can sailed overboard 

too, and I opened the next one. Which, shortly, also 

ended up in the ocean. Another can was dispatched.  

vdJ czh;r;rpiaf; fw;gid nra;a KbahJ Mdhy; 

f\;lg;gl;L tpsf;f KbAk;. vdJ Nguitg;gl;l 

njhz;ilapd;. jz;zPh; Fbf;Fk; rj;jk;> Rj;jkhd> 

Ritahd> mofpa> ];gbfk; Nghd;w jz;zPh; vdJ 

clk;gpw;Fs; nrd;wJ. Fut tho;f;if ,J me;j  

jq;f Ftisapd; filrp nrhl;Ltiu tbe;jNjd;. 

Xl;ilapy; cwpQ;rpNdd;. filrp <ug;gjk; VJk; 

,Uf;fpwjh vd;W M`h ehd; me;j Ftisia 

Row;wp vwpe;Njd;. gyifapd; Nky; mLj;jij 

vLj;Njd;. Kjyhtij vg;gb jpwe;NjNdh mNjNghy; 

jpwe;Njd;. mjpypUe;jJ tpiutpy; kiwe;jJ. me;j 

FtisAk; glFNghy; ePe;jpaJ. gpd; mLj;jij 

jpwe;Njd;. mJ rPf;fpukhf Kbe;J flYf;F nrd;wJ. 

mLj;j Ftis vwpag;gl;lJ. 

I drank four cans, two liters of that most exquisite of 

nectars, before I stopped. You might think such a rapid 

intake of water after prolonged thirst might upset my 

system. Nonsense! I never felt better in my life. Why, 

feel my brow! My forehead was wet with fresh, clean, 

refreshing perspiration. Everything in me, right down 

to the pores of my skin, was expressing joy. 

ehd;F Ftisfs; Fbj;Njd;. ,uz;L ypl;lh; vdf;F  

Njd;Nghy; mofhf ,dpj;jJ ehd; epWj;Jk; Kd;dhy; 

ehd; vg;gb tpiuthf Fbj;jpUg;Ngd; vd;W 

epidj;Jg;ghUq;fs; ePz;l jhfj;jpw;F gpd;dhy; vdJ 

clyikg;G kpfTk; Nrhh;e;jpUe;jJ. Kl;lhs; jdk; ehd; 

,ij tpl ed;whf vdJ tho;f;ifapy; czu KbahJ. 

Vd; vdJ GUt Kd; new;wp <ukhf> Gjpa> Rj;jkhd 

GJnjk;Gld; tpah;itia czh;fpwJ. vy;yhNk 

vd;Ds; vdJ Njhypy; cs;s Ez;Jisfs; $l  

re;Njh\j;ij ntspapl;ld. 

A sense of well being quickly overcame me. My 

mouth became moist and soft. I forgot about the back 

of my throat. My skin relaxed. My joints moved with 

greater ease. My heart began to beat like a merry drum 

and blood started flowing through my veins like cars 

from a wedding party honking their way through town. 

Strength and suppleness came back to my muscles. My 

head became clearer. Truly, I was coming back to life 

from the dead. It was glorious. I tell you to be drunk 

on alcohol is disgraceful, but to be drunk on water is 

noble and ecstatic basked in bliss and plentitude for 

xU Gj;Jzh;T vz;zpy; tpiutpy; te;jJ. vdJ thy;  

<ug;gjkhfTk;> nkd;ikahfTk; khwpaJ ehd; vdJ  

njhz;ilapd; gpd;dhy; elg;gij kwe;Njd;. vdJ 

Njhy; Xa;T ngw;wJ. vdJ ,izg;Gfs; vspjhf 

mirf;f Kbe;jJ vdJ ,jak; kj;jsk; Nghy; 

mbj;jJ. ,uj;jk; euk;Gfspd; topNa Xl Muk;gpj;jJ 

jpUkztpohtpy; ,Ue;J fhh;fs;> kfpOe;Jfs; 

Gwg;gl;L xypj;Jf;nfhz;Nl efhpd; topahf 

nry;tJNghy; rf;jpAk;> kpUJthd jd;ikAk; kPz;Lk; 

vdJ jirfSf;F te;jJ vdJ jiy Rj;jkhdJ. 

cz;ikapy; ,wg;gpypUe;J ehd; kPz;L tho;f;iff;Fs; 

te;Njd;. ,J mw;GjkhdJ. Mdhy; jz;zPh; Fbj;jJ 
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several minutes. I had water rations to last me 124 

days. Never had simple arithmetic brought such a 

smile to my face. It was Richard Parker who calmed 

me down. It is the irony of this story that the one who 

scared me witless to start with was the very same who 

brought me peace, purpose, I dare say even wholeness.  

cd;djkhd fspg;G+l;Lk; tifapy;> Fsph;fha;tjw;Fk;> 

Nghpd;gk; kw;Wk; epiwe;jtsk; midj;ijAk; 

ngw;wJNghy;> gyepkplq;fs; ,Ue;jJ. me;j jz;zPiu 

ehd; 124 ehl;fs; gq;fpl;L Fbj;Njd;. vg;NghJk; rpwpa 

vspa fzf;Ffs; vdJ Kfj;jpy; ,t;tsT rphpg;ig 

tutioj;jJ ,y;iy. hpr;rh;Lghh;f;fh; vd;id kPz;Lk; 

mikj;jpepiyf;F nfhz;Lte;jJ ,J xU 

tQ;rg;Gfo;r;rp mzp> ,e;jf; fijapy; vd;id gakhf> 

mwptw;w epiyf;F nfhz;L nrd;wJ ahnjd;why; 

mNj egh;jhd;> mikjp> Nehf;fk; NkYk; ijhpakhf 

nrhy;Ntd; KOikiaAk; vdf;Fs; nfhz;Lte;jJ 

hpr;rh;ghh;f;fh;. 

I had to tame him. It was at that moment that I realized 

this necessity. It was not a question of him or me, but 

of him and me. We were, literally and figuratively, in 

the same boat. We would live – or we would die – 

together. He might be killed in an accident, or he could 

die shortly of natural causes, but it would be foolish 

count on such an eventuality. More likely the worst 

would happen: the simple passage of time, in which 

his animal toughness would easily outlast my human 

frailty. Only if I tamed him could I possibly trick him 

into dying first, if we had to come to that sorry 

business.  

ehd; mtidg; gzpaitf;f Ntz;Lk;. ehd; me;j 

nehbapy;> mjd; mtrpaj;ij czh;e;Njd;. ,J vdJ 

Nfs;tp> GypAilaNjh my;y Mdhy; mtDilaJ 

vd;DilaJ. ehq;fs; ,UtUk;. vOj;Jg; G+h;tkhf 

kw;Wk; milahs G+h;tkhf xNu glfpy; ehq;fs;> 

xd;whf tho;Nthk;; my;yJ xd;whf ,wg;Nghk;; mtd; 

tpgj;jpy; nfhy;yg;glyhk; my;yJ ,aw;if 

fhuzj;jpdhy; tpiutpy; ,wf;fyhk;> Mdhy; mt;thW 

vd;DtJ Kl;lhs;jdkhdJ. ,Wjpapy;> mNj Nghy; 

nfl;lJ ele;Jj xU rpwpa fhyj;jpy;> mjDila 

kpUfj;jpw;Fhpa fbdj;jd;ikahy; vdJ kdpj 

jd;ikapd; gytPdj;jpdhy; n[apj;jJ ehd; mij 

gzpaitj;jhy; kl;LNk VNjDk; je;jpuk; nra;J mij 

Kjypy; rkhspf;f KbAk; ehk; me;j Nftykhd 

tpahghuj;jpw;F jhs; tuKbAk;. 

But there’s more to it. I will come clean. I will tell you 

a secret: a part of me was glad about Richard Parker. A 

part of me did not want Richard Parker to die at all, 

because if he died I would be left alone with despair, a 

foe even more formidable than a tiger. If I still had the 

will to live, it was thanks to Richard Parker. He kept 

me from thinking too much about my family and my 

tragic circumstances. He pushed me to go on living. I 

hated him for it, yet at the same time I was grateful. I 

am grateful. It’s the plain truth: without Richard 

Parker, I wouldn’t be alive today to tell you my story.  

I left Richard Parker in a jungle and waited for a ship. 

It pained me to see the animal without even turning his 

head to have a last glimpse. A ship did find me and I 

am now reunited with my family.  

Mdhy; mjw;FNky; ehd; njspthf te;Njd;. ehd; 

xU ,ufrpaj;ij nrhy;fpNwd;. vd;Ds; xUgFjp 

hpr;rh; ghh;f;fiug;gw;wp re;Njh\g;gl;lJ. vdf;Fs; xU 

gFjpf;F hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fiu gpbf;ftpy;iy. mJ ,wf;f 

Ntz;Lnkd vz;zpaJ. Vndd;why; mJ 

,we;Jtpl;lhy; ehd; jdpahf tplg;gLNtd; NkYk; 

tpuf;jpapy; ,Ug;Ngd; vjphp kpfTk; kpfTk; ty;yik  

kpf;ftd;. Gypiatpl ,d;Wk; vdf;F caph;tho 

MirapUe;jhy; ehd; hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fUf;F 

ed;wpnrhy;y Ntz;Lk;. mJ vd;id vdJ 

FLk;gj;ijg; gw;wpAk;> vdJ Nkhrkhd #o;epiy 

gw;wpAk; ehd; epidg;gjpypUe;J jLj;J epWj;jpaJ. 

mJ vd;id tho Ngh vd js;spaJ. ehd; mjd;kPJ 

ntWg;ghf ,Ue;Njd;. Mdhy; mNj Neuk; ehd; 

mjw;F ed;wpAilatshNdd;. ehd; ed;wpAld; 

,Uf;fpNwd;. mJjhd; epjh;rdkhd; cz;ik. hpr;rh;L 

ghh;f;fh; ,y;yhky; ehd; capNuhL ,Ue;jpUf;f 

KbahJ ,d;W cq;fSf;f vd; fijia nrhy;y. 

ehd; hpr;rh;L ghh;f;fiu fhl;bw;Fs; tpl;Ltpl;L 

fg;gYf;fhf fhj;jpUe;Njd;. me;j kpUfj;ij ghh;f;f 

vdf;F typj;jJ vd;id ghh;j;J $l jiyiaf; $l 
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jpUg;ghky; filrpahf xU ghh;it $l ,y;yhky; 

nrd;wJ. xU fg;gy; vd;id fz;Lgpbj;jJ. ehd; 

,g;nghOJ vdJ FLk;gj;Jld; kPz;Lk; 

Nrh;e;Jtpl;Nld;. 

 

 
Word Meaning Word Meaning 

Incredible Unbelievable Conundrum A riddle 

Asphyxiation Death due to lack of oxygen. Putrid Rotting 

Guise Customary way of speaking or acting Cauldron A large bowl or spread pot 

Splinters A long sharp fragment of material often 

wood 

Plausible Apparently valid, lively 

Unambiguous Clear Supplications A humble request/prayer 

Glistened Shone gunnel A small shaped marine fish 

Gurgling A kind of sound when water is drunk 

fast 

  

 

1. Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your understanding of the story. 

a) Describe the pathetic condition of Pi in the middle of the ocean. 

 Pi was alone and orphaned in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. He was hanging to an oar. An adult tiger was in 

front of him. Sharks were beneath him. A storm was raging about him. 

b) Who was Richard Parker? 

 Richard Parker was a Bengal tiger. 

c) Richard Parker’s survival seemed incredible to Pi. Why? 

 Richard Parker’s survival seemed incredible to Pi because such a thing should need consent to be true, but it 

was only after much deliberation, upon assessing various mental items and points of view. 

d) Why was the great beast not behaving naturally? 

 The great beast was not behaving naturally due to sedation and seasickness. 

e) Why was Pi not afraid of the hyena? 

 Pi felt that coping with a hyena seemed remotely possible than the great beast Richard tiger. So he was not 

afraid of the hyena. 

f) Describe Pi’s struggle to find drinking water. 

 Pi explores the lifeboat looking for water. He discovers a locker containing emergency supplies under the end 

of the lifeboat under the tarpaulin, where Richard Parker has his den. He opens the locker carefully and 

assesses the contents and greedily drinks some canned water. 

g) What was Pi’s reaction when he discovered drinking water? 

 When Pi discovered drinking water, his pulse raced at the thought of quenching his thirst. He felt that he was 

about to be delivered his hellish thirst. Aching expectation had run its fruitful course. He had to drink or he 

would die. 

h) Why did Pi want to tame Parker? 

 Pi realized that taming Parker was a necessity at the moment. They were in the same boat. They would live or 

die together.Only if he tamed the tiger, he could possibly trick it into dying first. 
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i) What saved Pi’s life? 

 Richard Parker kept him from thinking too much about his family and his tragic circumstances, he had been 

saved. This attitude of Richard Parker saved Pi’s life. 

j) How did Pi reunite with this family? 

 Pi left Richard Parker in a jungle and waited for a ship which reunited him with his family. 

2. Answer the following questions in about 50 words. 

a) How did the presence of Richard Parker help Pi? 

 Richard made him keep on thinking too much about his family and his tragic circumstances.He pushed him to 

go on living. Without Richard, Pi would not be alive.Thus the presence of Richard Parker helped Pi. 

b) Describe the lifeboat. 

 The life boat was three and a half feet deep, eight feet wide and twenty –six feet long. The life boat was 

designed to accommodate a maximum of thirty two people. It took stock of the life boat. The size of the life 

boat was printed on one of the benches in black letters. 

c) How did Pi feel after drinking water? 

 Pi felt a sense of well being after drinking water. His mouth became moist and soft. His skin relaxed and his 

joints moved with greater ease. His heart began to beat like a merry drum and blood started flowing through his 

veins. Strength and suppleness returned to his muscles. He felt that he was coming back to life from the dead. 

d) Did Pi want Richard Parker to die? Answer, giving reasons. 

 No, Pi did not want Richard Parker to die. The reason is thus followed. If the tiger died, he would be left alone 

with despair. Pi considered to be an enemy stronger than a tiger. 

 

 
3. Answer in a paragraph. 

a) How did the presence of Richard Parker influence the attitude of Pi? 

  At the beginning, Pi was scared of the presence of the Bengal tiger Richard Parker. He didn’t notice 

for two and a half days, 450 pound Bengal tiger in a lifeboat. From the tip of the nose to the tip of the tail, 

the tiger took up over a third of the length of the ship. On seeing this, Pi lost hope of surviving. But the 

great beast was not behaving like a great beast to such an extent that the hyena had taken liberties. Richard 

Parker’s passivity for three long days was not natural. It may be on account of sedation and 

seasickness.Pi’s father used to sedate a number of animals to lessen their stress. He had also sedated 

Richard Parker shortly before the sinking of the ship.Pi’s thirst for water overpowered his feat of Richard 

Parker and he went about exploring for fresh water. His search for water took him dangerously close to 

Richard Parker. Nothing could stop him.He succeeded in the search. Pi returned to life. Later he 

understood that it was Richard Parker who helped him survive for 227days. He realized that Parker who 

scared him earlier brought him peace, purpose and wholeness. 

 b) Water is the elixir of life. Substantiate the statement with reference to the story of ‘Life Of Pi’. 

  Water is the elixir of life. It is also the elixir of immortality.  It grants the drinker eternal life. It is said 

to cure all diseases. Our health is truly dependent on the quantity and quality of water we drink. When Pi 

was dying of thirst, he forgot his fear of Richard Parker. His thirst overpowered his fear of Richard Parker 

and he went about exploring for fresh water. A little later, he got success in search and returned to life and 

senses, after drinking the water, the elixir of life. His mouth became moist and soft. His joints moved with 
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great ease. Blood started flowing through his veins and his heart begin to beat like a merry drum. He was 

coming back to life from the dead. Thus we have to recognize the amazing gifts of water to us, not just 

take it for granted since water is the divine amrita i.e. the elixir of life. 

c) If you were lost at sea for as long as Pi was, what is the one item you would want with you? Write a 

diary entry in which you identify the item and explain why it is the one thing you would want with 

you. 

 5th July 2019 

Monday 9 p.m. 

Dear Diary, 

 I made a voyage to Mauritus with my friends last month. The ship was quite spacious and had all the 

facilities. After six hours of travel, we had a bad experience of shipwreck. We were stranded in the middle of 

the ocean. Our ship was sinking gradually. So we jumped into the sea in order to save our lives. We had one 

item which was very much essential at that moment. It was nothing but our life boat. We got into our life boat 

with water bottles. We were stranded for more than 20 hours without getting any help from anyone. Finally we 

were able to go to a nearby island in our lifeboat. From there, we contacted our higher officials who came to 

rescue our lives and to us to our destination. Therefore, we should be thankful to the captain of the ship who 

arranged the lifeboat and guided us to go ashore. Really it was an unforgettable bad experience in our lives. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This is the story of a young boy who survives a harrowing ship wreck for 227 days in a life boat with 

a large Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. When Pi is a teen aged boy, his family determines to sell the 

animals and immigrate to Canada on a Cargo named Tsimtsum. A terrible storm occurs during the 

voyage. He finds himself on a life boat with the company of a badly wounded zebra, a vizeoan hyena and 

a matronly orangutan named Orange Juice. 

The boy realizes how to survive the elements while a drift in the life boat Richard parker will certainly 

eat him. He is very thirsty. He has mentioned how Christ faced discomfort before being crucified.  Hence 

he sets about finding a way to get water. He discovered provisions stored in the life boat including 

biscuits, water, water purifiers, a whistle and a handbook for swimming at sea. After drinking water, he 

felt refreshed. Richard Parker was inactive due to sedation and seasickness.  

Finally, Pi could realize that Richard Parker was also responsible for his survival.So, he was grateful 

to Richard Parker.Pi and Richard Parker arrive in Mexico. Richard runs into the wild. He is never seen 

again. Finally Pi is brought into custody, given food and questioned for some time by two officials. 

HIGH LEVEL PARAGRAPH 

Topic   : Life of Pi 

Author  : Yann Martel 

Genre   : Real Incident 

Theme   : Surviving over a harrowing ship wreck 
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Yann Martel wrote a short story “Life of Pi”. The short story is about a 16 year old boy’s incredible 

survival at sea with a tiger for 227 days.  

Pi was stranded in the middle of Pacific ocean due to shipwreck. He was hanging onto the oar in a 

lifeboat. He was surrounded by sharks, a male tiger and a storm. He was not affected by them. He 

experienced pain because of static condition. 

He was watchful. He was wearied because he had no water, food and sleep for three days. There was a 

large tiger called Richard Parker in the life boat. So, Pi lost hope of survival. But sea sickness and 

sedation made the tiger inactive. 

Pi was very thirsty. He thought of dying by thirst. After finding water, he drank for cans of water. 

Then, he regained his strength. He relied on water for 124 days. Pi hated Richard Parker initially. Later he 

was grateful to Richard Parker because the tiger pacified. After leaving the tiger in a jungle, Pi reunited 

with his kith and kin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVERAGE PARAGRAPH 

Topic   : Life of Pi 

Author  : Yann Martel 

Genre   : Real Incident 

Theme   : Surviving over a harrowing ship wreck 

SLOW LEARNERS 

Topic   : Life of Pi 

Author  : Yann Martel 

Genre   : Real Incident 

Theme   : Surviving over a harrowing ship wreck 

 “Life of Pi” is the story of a young man. 

 He was stranded on the pacific on a life boat. 

 He was accompanied by a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. 

 He was without food and water for three days. 

 He looked far and wide for water. 

 He became weak.He found water and drank it.He was refreshed. 

 He returned to life with the help of Richard Parker. 

 So, he was grateful to Richard Parker. 

 Richard Parker was left in a jungle. 

 Finally Pi reunited with his family. 
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4. Sequence the following incidents logically to write the summary of the story ‘Life of Pi’. 

 As he looked around, he was shocked to find Richard Parker on board. 

 His search for water took him dangerously close to Richard Parker but nothing could stop him – neither Richard 

Parker nor the hyena. 

 Pi left Richard Parker in a jungle and reunited with his family. 

 Pi came back to life and his senses after drinking the elixir of life. 

 He understood that it was Richard Parker who helped him survive for 227 days. 

 He was pinned by weakness having had no food, water or even sleep for nearly three days. 

 Strangely his thirst overpowered his fear of Richard Parker and he went about exploring for fresh water. 

 A little later, he succeeded in his search, when he found stacks of cans of drinking water. 

 Pi was stranded in the Pacific on a lifeboat. 

 Then, he realized that Parker who scared him earlier brought him peace, purpose and wholeness. 

Ans :  9,1,6,2,7,8,4,10,5,3 
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    :  Babu Books - 04287-223159.  

• Salem   :  A.K.Chandraiah Chettair & Sons - 9787552233,  

    :  Ajantha Book Centre - 0427-417755, Kalaivani Book Centre - 2450979,  

    :  Pattu Book Centre - 98424-28861, Sri Rajaganapathy Cards - 9443006703,  

    :  The Ajantha Agencies - 0427-2266194, Saraswathi Paper Store - 0427-2211794,  

   :  Sree Vignesha Book Centre - 0427-4020409, 9150780853.  

• Srivilliputhur  :  Aandavar Stores - 94864621 02.  

• Seerkazhi   :  Semmalar - 9626506207.  

• Sivagangai   :  New Ayyanar Books - 999 4079 013 

• Thanjavur  :  L.K.R.Puthaga Nilayam - 04362-2333109,  

    :  Sri Murugan Publications - 9944144446.  

• Theni   :  Maya Super Bazaar - 9500621295,  

    :  Raja Kai Stores - 253323.  

• Thenkasi   :  Maheswari Book Centre - 04633-224406.  

• Thiruvanamalai  :  Pichandimudaliar.A - 9443214725,  

    :  Sri Vasavi Stationery & General Store - 94438-85507 

• Thiruvarur   :  Arasu Book Centre - 9443742424, Manonmoney Vilas - 9443491894,  

    :  Anand Papers - 04366-222306, Enbajothy Vilas - 04366-220584  

• Tiruchengode  :  Sri Chola Book House - 9842853949.  

• Tirunelveli   :  Padma Book Stall - 0462-2337650, Eagle Books - 0462-2578899,  

    :  Sri Shyamala Puthaga Angadi - 0462-232 2277. 

• Tirupattur   :  Sri Sundar Stores - 9486242313.  

• Tirupur   :  Chola Book House - 0421-3263608, Maheswari Puthaga Nilayam - 9442004254,  

   :  S.P.S. Agencies - 0421-4334702, Sampath Stores - 0421-2201397,  

    :  Senthil Stores - 2247274, Surya Papers - 94431-35864. 

• Trichy   :  Raghavendra Stores - 9788757427, Murugan Book Centre - 0431-4011516,  

   :  P.R.&Sons - 9443370597, Rasi Publications - 0431-2703692,  

    :  Sumathy Pblications - 0431-2703230, Viswas Book Centre - 0431-2701965,  

    :  Mani Puthaga Nilyam - 0431-270 8966  

• Thoothukudi  :  Eagle Books - 0461-2392333, Sri Durga Stores - 09600333452.  

• Udumalpet   :  Vela Book Centre - 04252-221847.  

• Vellore   :  Bharath Book House - 9597449340, Radhakrishna Book Depot - 9442147266,  

   :  Radhakrishna Stores  - 9443489890, Vellore Book Centre - 0416-2225034,  

    :  Swami Vivekananda Book House - 0416-2224406.  

• Vilupuram   :  Sabarinathan Brothers - 04146-222581,  

    :  Book Park - 04146-220266.  

• Virudhunagar  :  Sethu's Book Centre - 04562-248400. 
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