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TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA

-A.J. Cronin

QeuGpmenTr BETSSI @I, S 6UTEUT6T S 6T . Gg. @Gt

ABOUT THE AUTHOR gy dfwi gnOy

Archibald Joseph Cronin (1896-1981) was a Scottish novelist, dramatist
and physician. A doctor by training, Cronin was one of the most.renowned
storytellers of the twentieth century. Many of his stories have emerged from
his medical career and are noted for their narrative skill, deep social conscience
and finely drawn characters. Cronin’s books were not only bestsellers but some
of them (such as The Citadel and The Keys of the Kingdom) were made into
successful films and were adapted for radio and television. His novel a Country
Doctor was adapted for a long running BBC radio and TV series.

Qpr&fliurel’. Gerell @Ormefler (1896 - 1981) evasmiemsmen & Goihg mHres gy diflwr,
Brigs o &flur womn wind GQubm wHmSST e, Germeflear @HUSTLD EHIMHMTEGTL 6T
el usptlunm ssTéifluisafled p@meur g aImT @ammLL SmES6ln LN SmessrT, Wwhsgia
Qgmfley eTeorm  eliemL Ul @\(WHHG 2 HESSmeu LMD  eUTETTENETS SMET Y LLMET  FELNS;
2 suonie] QP& empuils) Ui’ UTSSThsT peedliumea GOt S s&smel &6reflsr
mrevssst nkg ellhusner greserms wl (sl ‘The Citadel and The Keys of the Kingdom'
Gumettm Fov mmev&EsT GleummilsTomsr SHemyUll BiSem&San urblermedl wHmId GgTamaudaullgin
@ Qumdlstmer. @eaimenLll EHreu ‘&pTolyn LrsLE eearm Erey BBC  surGleammedludlgiin
CammassT &g Gaemiflain Feor, mrer LwsaLOSSUIULL g,

—< WARMUP Sw§80UC6) >

*= Life is full of ups and downs. It has pleasant surprises as well as rude shocks. Nevertheless,
every incident offers a lesson for us to learn and evolve into better individuals. Page - 1

amp&Ems JONSSTpassr Hophsg wHpsdiss alwuliysepn Osr@emowurear 95 iiEHsEmnn
QamerLgl. gLy @@mHESID eaiGurm fspan KM SHNSC&ETETST @ LUTLSMSS SMHEDS,
Cued HAopg sefllsurrs wry sEsTlLSmSLD Ij6fl&EHarmg.

* Mention some unexpected challenges or adversities one could face in life.

Surround by Thieves Getting struck in a storm
Turning of the mobile phone and the Rescuing friends drowning
card at the meeting in the river

ol S aurpsamsuie sHitsmsTEnd sEHiuMTs Furns6r Ioag @SS (ST (S6a3LTkISeT)
foaupmn GPILNHs.

S LTS (GHLpUILIHIS6 Lwedlsd H&HS GlemeEmaen
an_l_l_g;élsu U?qsmsu('auéls.mumm: g,rrscrﬂu_lréj.@ QLM PGS HevoTLIFSemerss
QuiHr IamLemud @uhg eGS0 SMILTHMISE

Y atr-Otre sttt e rsSARswert<ega b D atds sl INet@gratcor—
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¥ VWhaf%qlausgﬁles do you think one should possess to handle hardships and OVercom
Patience Willpower

perseverance Bravery

QuphisaLBSmears emswmaTalld guhmm GCamomead e@meul eTeirblareTsm @ 6w ikisamer
Qublse Geustor@id ereor Fruser Hleneors letroii?

GurmismLo n6or2_ e

aflLmpwmel mSIfILLD

—~ SUMMARY >~

HGameor (13) Ca&saGur (12) @)meumLd &(ﬂasrrg,rnyrrasm Ooqsurraam ugfnrmasm mﬂmgum &Mev6utfl & (ETh & S)LI
uradleny GUIL WD 6Ty Gousneuaer CELIg) aubSeTT. SjEUTSHT SHbBeumenL o, emflbgin Loedleumer
2 g o UG SOEOLTS 2 MPST L SULTSSSID abseri. Glssmaemu  GlemeLeit
Sjpuisaflenr  BLSmBuile) SUTILLLIT. geul  SpuiGmers  sealdgl  abSTT.  arigefl L
FUUTHGEGD UaTdms eneusg etsorenr GEdinmiast sy GaLLIT. @GMinGCSTMIL IjeuTssT albg)
LhHSGIuS sLLeam OemsHlin s sGasrsilysr geraermaids. Csmam(hin GlFsnng apssLn.

((Consolidation Points) ~\

< The narrator and his companion drive through the foothills of Alps.

<= On the outskirts of Vernona, they meet two shabby looking brothers Nicola and Jacopo - aged
13 and 12 respectievely.

= They sell wild strawberries Narrator and companion buy a big backet of strawberries.

= The boys are found doing jobs like polishing shoes, guiding visitors , etc.

= As they sell newspapers, the narrator comes to know that they do not spend on clothes and food.
= Jacopo requests the narrator to drop them at Poleta their village, 30 kms away.

< The boys are dropped at a villa which is a hospital.

= Narrator comes to know about Lucia the sister of the boys, who suffered from tuberculosis.
= The boy's home was destroyed in the war, their father, a widower was also killed.

< Hating the Germans, the boys became a part of the resistance movement.

= They work hard to treat their sister at the hospital.

<= Appreciating the love and responsibility of the brothers towards their sister and remained quiet
to impress on them that he doesn't know their secret.

(? Such children are a great hope in the war prone world.

J

TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA | QeuGnmerm F&ETSS @) 5 6UTEUTEHT 6T

|
Here is astory about love, devotion, 1 @GS @ samgurarg, Gk fnaiss YHIGS S
sacrifice, sincerity and maturity ! eTebLGSE  GEmuTR  UTSSILLE6TET  ShiEmLIL
displayed by two fittle boys in their , SiGsmallsr 2 ullord smiLTHYID WUHAIED, SjeuisEbaLL
actions to save the life of their sister | @ewsLrGsamme GasflEsm_Liubdn ey, giusmiii,
who suffers from tuberculosis of the 1 Swrsajemriea), Chismo WOHYID  eremenTSiiey LOBILSTS
spine. Read the story to find out how ! SjLWLGLDYIETETSI. SjeuTsEhmLW GlEswsLTESST o)

|

|

their actions give a new hope for | wafls QeTsdnG eEm USu BDlEmemUS CaTHEENG)
humanity. FTETLIDSS SETLMIES QSTETET, SHmSmiLl aITEILBIST.
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WXMNBRI ArdEE the foothills

of the Alps two small boys stopped
us on the outskirts of Verona. They
were selling wild strawberries.
“Don’t buy,” warned Luigi, our
cautious driver. “You will get much
better fruit in Verona. Besides,
these boys.....”

He shrugged his shoulders to
convey his disapproval of their
shabby appearance.

One boy had on a worn jersey
and cut-off khaki pants; the other
a shortened army tunic gathered in
loose folds about his skinny frame.
Yet, gazing at the two little figures,
with their brown skins, tangled
hair and dark earnest eyes, we
felt ourselves strangely attracted.
My companion spoke to the boys,
discovered that they were brothers.
Nicola, the elder, was 13; Jacopo,
who barely came up to the door
handle of the car, was nearly 12.
We bought their biggest basket,
and then set off toward town.

9}, 60LI61 LOEMEULLIL RUTITE; (860TMIES6IT m@(ﬁmw&g%@%@a
Qs et (HHESGLITEI, GleuGirmeor 5 &ifleoT umuugr;g‘;]uﬁ]ﬁu
@reor(h  HmieurssT  eTRIGmT  ENSSHOTISET.  IeUTES6T
Qemsme WHSHIML Lphismer  allhns6ls ey (HHSTT &6T.
“olmg eurmsnSissT , Fsfsmae o emiie) LSS MmHiGeT
L Qeorymenr eumied Qemeisarmer. “@lemeail Hesy LILpHISmeT
friigst  GouGrmerm  BsMCGL  anmdls  GameTEmriseT
ICHM(H), @HS MLILISTSEBLD....”

SIEUTSHEBEDLIL  DJeVrBIGETEVLOT6TT Gg;rrmmg;smg;u Uil
SjeumienLil  Cumit  SabhS  QEIITEMLILS S6oTamient L
CameTaemeT 2 WTHHS GQGSH, 66T &l Ly SHESML Ly 6uTT6aT.

Q(H eﬂgjsusoT eI @guaaaamrraﬁ aLouefIC siearen
(Smmfﬂ_am_ LngJQJLn (ALYMPY: @Qjaaaauul_l_ LRGN Bins
STOFL_ DL LD, LoDCIMIT(HA6HT S63TaDIemL (L TAILDLIECEMevILaTeDT
2 (e evwlienud SNMle SemTeumesr LolpligeT Carmhdmha,
Qs Hflerasiu’L . UmLafm  GloseemL smiiLd

el mhge. sreuflegin, Sl (G Fms Gamevenair, Lﬂarrsm_n
S TLOTENT  SEOE(Plg, SSBOMLIGES G HETTL. 86w ErbL 60

Gulolll 9Eg @@ Sl 2 ([HOUBIGEDET  [BTTRIEH6T G lTTH G
(SLr,rraaa%]m(Burrg,J, @soTLnurﬂu_lrrg, FRITLIL) Hlemeus g 2 666 ST
AIEET 2 GUTIEGSHILD. 6760, 2 L6 eubSlBhs e oybss
Hyeurseflin _Gud,. geurseT gevTeoTeT-GLOLSG6T TS
aamm@g,g;rrrr ELPES6L16TIT6TT Lf,laa(‘&aarrsnrr 13 ﬂ_lu_lgﬂsﬂrsmrraasum
STRIGEHEMLIL. FHBIIT SF615 mELILgmILs SeTemmhisLLLn)
Gl (ki) ety Cametoremhe  @lemsmusuemear  GendasGLT
gnSsSm. 12 sum@mmrraasum @@y_r,g,arrrr WlaLGLfw
SerunilBES  SybHE  SnepLLET QBB  LmIST
g{EmsnTg;smg;an ey IeuraeflLd mrrrma‘:]aa@aarrm@ LleaT
ESTEHMS CHTSEIL STRISERMLIL LILETSmSS QSTLihGsTLD.
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Next morning, coming ‘out. of
our hotel, we saw our friends
bent over shoe shine boxes beside
the fountain in the public square,
doing brisk business. We watched
for a few moments; then as trade
slackened<we went over. They
greeted us with friendly faces.

“I thought you picked fruit for a
living,” I said.” We do many things,
sir,” Nicola answered seriously. He
glanced at us hopefully. “Often we
show visitors through the town ..
to Juliet’s tomb ... and other places
of interest.”

“All right,” I smiled. “You take
us along.”

30Bs BaT Sremeuil, aThIGERDLL ShGD oGSl
ol (5 Qausfl G eBSGLITE, 6TIRIS EhEMLILI HETITLITS TS HTTBIg6T
stevorenellefl L. ohsd Smeursst QUTEE sHI6SSSMI6TET
Bempmle usssSl0 Geflbg Cerar(), smaemfl GLoma. G
sugsmTemTds  @UAIPLIGIL g &emLeir  eflmiefmiiumer  Gousmevudlsd
FOU_HS GaTaneGESms HIbGT UMSGSTD. ok &l
Qg,rru;u@urr@gjaam BIRISET Q0SS aasusoﬂg,gj ol (b,
I65S Ggmflowpemariy GlmisemGa HIbasT bl
CeemGomd. BLUNIED (PSHISELL6T  IhSE  AmeuiasT
RIS ERHSE aueTT&Es OflelSsmTssr.

“ﬁr_maam upBIseT  UfSs  ehug  smer eraa@am_u_l
QUTSMELI ﬂ]smlcpuﬂlmaarrm m G rnﬂeu srsrrrgj IGIT60T
HenesrsGaetr, eTeor  mmetT  GlamearGeredr.  “HMmIG6T  Hlemmu
Gousmevarer QaiigGomd, sowrr”, aa@g;g;rrgprrr,gj ug‘;]gusmlrg;g;rrm
Lf,]aa(ﬁaarrsurr Lr,mﬁ]easmaamﬁmrrml_ﬁﬁr S|6U6HT 6TTRISEMEITL] urrrrg;g;rrﬁnr
“Opddly HIGISGHT LTTEOEILTTTEGMET HHHSEG I|DPSEIE
OgsoTml... IOl Ig6tT  Seveusmmemid, i il (Hid
@Lmsmerud snmMls & (HGeumd.

“les mevevgl , mmerr  Ustremremasleor  GlamedrGenredr.
“sTRIGemTILD BhigsT 9S8 Clemaimiser .
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WV AGRSAE 1IN Younds, my
interest was again provoked by
their remarkable demeanour.
They were childish enough,
and in many ways quite
artless. Jacopo was lively as
a squirrel. Nicola’s smile was
steady and engaging. Yet in
both these boyish faces there
was a seriousness which was
far beyond their years. In the
week which followed we saw
them frequently, for they proved
extremely useful to us. If we
wanted a pack of American
cigarettes, or seats for the opera
or the name of good restaurant,
Nicola and Jacopo could be
relied upon to satisfy our needs.
What struck one most was their
willingness to work. During
these summer days, under the
hot sun, they shined shoes,
sold fruit, hawked newspapers,
conducted tourists round the
town, and ran errands.

One night, we came upon them
in the windy and deserted square,
resting on the stone pavement
beneath the lights. Nicola sat
upright, tired. A bundle of
unsold newspapers lay at his
feet. Jacopo, his head resting
upon his brother’s shoulder was
asleep. It was nearly midnight.

“Why are you out so late,
Nicola?”

“Waiting for the-last bus from
Padua. We shall sell all our
papers when it comes in.”

“Must you work so hard? You
both look rather tired.”

2

“We are not complaining, sir.

But next morning, when I went
over to the fountain to have my
shoes shined, I said, “Nicola, the

BIRIGST  &0ll  UMi&sE ngmGundyw%&ﬁﬁgQgéga
S|EUTSEMHENLIL DIE)(E(LPEDMEETTEL 6TERTMIEDL I QTEULILNHMTETS)
sgor(n  gresmguilSsiuTLgl.  Blenmeurer  GYbnSSSeTLD
Garam  gjeuissr, U  eflghisefle) Weman  SeremhisULHD
@l OLILIAITEETTS EmhsTiEiT.  Go&stur eI
Sjemflemeult Gumenrn) SMISMINILS  SliglILEOL IWEIETTS @) ([HHSTT.
H&Gamarailsr Lsereme Bgramorasraan, Gurmiiy FELTEH
f&ssTEMD BlMBhSE. JHETEID, @hS B GUbmSSSeuTLoTeT
wensaflgid, U Y ETHSERSHEG Whngl, BT STuLTs
Besdin  en  Soliu  Qurmiysie]  @\@ESS. CFTiHg)
ubg oMy BT &6fle), geuiser sasEhSEG Lle bl
2 geflerons B\Ghagl. HemUmmoTarsne BmboSTen brbissr

&l  JeUTSMTE SHESCHMD. ThSERSHE, Q@ Gl
Iufl&s  ams  UmslEha@mbarT, @mami.s IS

Qmsmaster, o o mrassShem CLGrT GomeuuLms,
RIS ERHEMLIL CHemasmeTs H(HUSSTns . LTHE Q&u_ls)_@su
h&GaTra, Gossturan Hsw o MGy er  BOLOLLS
BEHEHTSATE BlHHESTIS6. QHAHOLL WaTnss GSTHED
QI Q|pLLsTLTE: @Mmhg) seramGasmmme, Gome GlFiianigbe
IUTSHERSH([HHS CUTTTal (el  STer. @QE5s CasmemL
prigeflerGurg, &lGLfl&@n  Caulsdsr &,  oyauiser
smevettflgemer G L (H  Cousmausmug GQEILSTIS6T, LIphig6T
sflpuener  Gangmiger,  CFldlsgrsrsmeand  &w.aildenal
sflpmissr, Snmerd Lwemllsmer gmyssis G meiflsr
U @\ hisenard  SMils ST lgermissm uHmin CUTSEGaTSsIsS
gl useflsemsmiyld GLomGlsmetoTLmii geiT.

of  @uel  Cursdle, srmpeiss Idlswrsan, —wsser
BT LM B\BES EsE 816650, MlasGsEhsd
Sjpuiled  @\BES  BeeTRTET HOLUTMSS Sesdler g
RUIOIH5815 Q& Ty (HhES I|EUTSHEMET HTHRISST SrevT ChihSHS.
h&sGamer  GamiausmLhgeaemms  Hilihg) gmrr!},,@‘,]@ﬁ,g,rrm
slflpusmer  Geailwourg  Gelgdsreraaflar  sLb  peTml
DD LTESHRISEHSE MED HLbss. ST il
geemtarflesr  Comemfig  Soomws  FmiSEIS0S (),
CosaiGur ouhs 2 NEsSHL QHHESTET. qUSSTY IS
werreflrey GEILOTS GlHbSEI.

@‘f%?@ﬁ“m,ﬁ’i sroglrer GCrrsdle gear @mGs @mssndiser,
&0ameor?

“u@eurelles BBES G SMLAL CLBESISSTSS &S558
Qe hSECHMD, 9igI  CUBLELTS)  [BIEISET 6T EhmLIL
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WX%E&%%%%‘%&'& work, you

must earn quite a bit. You spend
nothing on clothes. You eat little
enough --- when I see you have
a meal it’s usually black bread
and figs. Tell me, what do you
do with your money?”

afasdle BrgssT 6 Qu@Engm&mmW&ﬁQE%&&
Coustor(HId. 2 DL SEH&HETS Hruser Gswe| GlEncs @loms.
Wss Gemmeurer  9erGa  Brugst  smLlIQSfTser.  Briser
srufln o el UTTSGOGCUTE, S8  PSSLITSEGo
SHSW CITTligd STHSIGUTET HSS LBISEHLITESST6T
QG&HNG. TUGEGS G, 2 BGHEHMLI LSMmS MG
1Briig6ir 6T6dT60T G]&Lua‘)]ﬁrraam"”

He coloured deeply under his SjpuggienL gppuardle Claiiug Srésn FoULg Gume
sunburn, and then grew pale. He | Sjsustr Bim wrdlug), St gjeuer s Geossfiflug). snm)
looked to the ground. Gy SEnTemILL LITT&S18 0lSMeuTie (hbST6.

“You must be saving up &meﬂ&EWﬂﬂm@E GleClLWTuSTS @) MHHSME .5-5“5‘“ 13
to emigrate to America,” I @susurrgj umg,smg,& (SgLﬁlg)gjas Qs et (h&8 (Bsueo'aT@Ln 6T6uT
suggested. He looked at me ' Bl 6@ LSS SGSDS PeTmaBSosei. L LTTmeLITED
sideways, spoke with an effort. 6TEOTEmETTLl LM GG Di6ustT, (b SH(wmdlusor GLigsmeorme.

“We should greatly like to go I|CfssralnE& CFaagntlassmd HrmhigsT el (moLlearms o5
to the States. But here, at present, =~ Gurereumergs @(mE&ELD. gy emme, @BIGSGLL, HepsTasS GG,
we have other plans.” STaIBERSE GCouml S LA 0&6T @\mssiTmenr .
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“What plans?” “sTeTenT I L MBig6T?”

He smiled uncomfortably. {6687 p0ISHeoMM LDEUTQJI_GUT L{60T 60T 630 &5 & ST 6T .
“Just plans, sir,” he answered in ! “SILLLile0g6T (GG S, T’ QR STPHS GTedle
a low voice. Ijeuet LSleafl&smsor.

“Well,” I said, “we’re leaving
on Monday. Is there anything |
can do for you before we go?”
Nicola shook his head, . but
suddenly Jacopo said, “Sir,” he
burst out, “every Sunday we
make a visit to the.country, to
Poleta, 30 kilometres from here.
Usually we hire bicycles. But
tomorrow, since you are so kind,
you might.send us in your car.”

I had already told Luigi he
might “have the Sunday off.
However, I answered, “I’1l drive
you out myself.”

There was a pause. Nicola was
glaring at his young brother in
vexation. “We could not think of
troubling you, sir.”
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V‘@‘I’é"‘oﬁ%ﬂé‘iﬁ!ﬂﬂéﬁ? in a rather put
out tone, he said, “Very well.”

The following afternoon we
drove to the tiny village set high
upon the hillside. I imagined that
our destinations would be some
humble dwellings. But, directed
by Jacopo, we drew up at a large
red-roofed villa, surrounded by a
high stone wall. I could scarcely
believe my eyes and before I could
recover breath my two passengers
had leaped from the car.

“We shall not be long, sir. Perhaps
only an hour. May be you’d like to
go to the cafe in the village for a
drink?” They disappeared beyond
the corner of the wall.

After a few minutes I followed. I
found a grilled side-entrance and,
determinedly, rang the bell.

A pleasant-looking woman with
steel-rimmed spectacles appeared.
I blinked as I saw that she was
dressed in the white uniform of a
trained nurse.

“I just brought two small boys
here.”

“Ah, yes.” Her face<lit up; she
opened the door to admit me.
“Nicola and Jacopo. I will take you
up.”

She led me through a cool, tiled
vestibule into the hospital — for
hospital the villa had become. At
the door of a little cubicle the nurse
paused, put her finger to her lips,
and with a smile bade me look
through the glass partition. The two
boys were seated at the bedside of a
girl of about twenty who, propped
up on pillows, wearing a pretty lace
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JW&@":‘,P@&Q@SEH%M%% to their
chatter, her eyes soft and tender.
One could see at a glance her
resemblance to her brothers. A
vase of wild flowers stood on
her table, beside a dish of fruit
and several books.

“Won’t you go in?” the nurse
murmured. “Lucia will be
pleased to see you.”

I shook my head and turned
away. [ felt I could not bear to
intrude upon this happy family
party. But at the foot of the
staircase I drew up and begged
her to tell me all she knew
about these boys.

She was eager to do so. They
were, she explained, quite
alone in the world, except for
this sister, Lucia. Their father, a
widower, a well-known singer,
had been killed in the early part
of the war. Shortly afterward a
bomb had destroyed their home
and thrown the three children
into the streets. They had
always known a comfortable
and cultured life — Lucia had
herself been training as a
singer— and they had suffered
horribly from<near starvation
and exposure to the cold winter.
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For months they had barely
kept themselves alive in a
sort of shelter they built with
their own hands amidst the
rubble. Then for three years
the Germans ruled the city. The
boys grew to hate the Germans.
When the resistance movement
began secretly to form they
were among the first to join.
When the war was over, and we
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I\{\é\ﬁ/\ﬁveggéj gtsﬁls%l J[\Plley came back to
their beloved sister. And they found
her —suffering from tuberculosis of
the spine.”

She paused, took a quick breath.
“Did they give up? I do not have to
answer that question. They brought
her here, persuaded us to take her
into the hospital. In the twelve
months she has been our patient
she has made good progress. There
is every hope that one day she will
walk— and sing—again.”

“Of course, everything is so
difficult now, food so scarce and
dear, we could not keep going
unless we charged a fee. But every
week, Lucia’s brothers have made
their payment.” She added simply,
“I don’t know what they do, I do
not ask. Work is scarce in Verona.
But whatever it is, I know they do
it well.”

“Yes,” 1 agreed. “They couldn’t
do it better.”

I waited outside until the boys
rejoined me, and then drove them
back to the city. They sat beside
me, not speaking. Formy part, I did
not say a word—I knew they would
prefer to feel that they had safely
kept their secret. Yet their devotion
had touched me deeply.

War had not broken their spirit.
Their selfless action brought a
new nobility to human life, gave
promise of a greater hope for
human society.
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GLOSSARY: ) www.CBSEtips.in \
WORDS MEANINGS SLOILD 9| HSLD

shrug raise one’s shoulders slightly and | Ggmeru mLeow oEnesss
momentarily

tunic a loose outer garment without| mmm Gum'L seming oymid
sleeves

slackened reduced SONHSS)

demeanour appearance and behaviour Cammmid WwHYID HL S0

artless innocent, guileless SmemLowmm

hawk sell things crying out loudly, going [ &6l elpusmer Glsiigs
from place to place

deserted uninhabited, unoccupied LM L 1D (3)606uiTé

emigrate take up citizenship of another | wmm pmM eHE @i GLITED
country

vexation annoyance Camud

vestibule lobby [HEOLLITE0 S

chatter a series of short, quick GO  FHESSIILT T enL

Slp-5HS60

high pitched sounds S el s&mIH6T

intrude enter without permission @evLwm)

rubble debris, broken bricks Sl igl SH6T @Qlehd @GNl

WORDS SYNONYMS SLOL 9T 5 SLD

appeared seemed GCameTmIH60

artless innocent, guileless SmevLowmm, SjLLTell&georLomeor

beneath under Ijiguiled

blinked twinkled IO L 6b

brisk active SMIGNIILITES

burst out commence QBT MiES60

cautious careful SHEETTLOMNS

companion friend 56307 LI63T

cubicle compartment uD&EmE I

deserted uninhabited, unoccupied LM L LD (©)6060Ts, &l LiuL

destination aim, motto (OGS

determinedly | resolutely STLomeuTLoN g, 2 migliLimeoT

devotion loyalty Il

disapproval opposition STEITLILY
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%g&dasalal Nﬁgnest GLF,r'rsmLDUJrrﬁ‘OT www.CBSEUpS.In
emigrate take up citizenship of another country LHm BT leMNE& @I QLTS
errands odd jobs sty Gousmev
fountain water fall Qewnems Hmmm)
frequently often I &58lg
greeted welcomed aurGoummed | 2 L&flEHs60
hope trust HLLN&ma
humanity the quality of being humane erflmLiomesTid
intrude enter without permission @emLmi, ompssTns Glge
leaped Jumped &S SS60
lively active, energetic SNISNILILTES
maturity mental development Yar&S
murmured whispered (P6IT(S S60
opera genre for classical music @emEHTL &L
paused stopped HlnI&s 560
pavement path for pedestrians HEDL_LITENS
persuaded induced INemISSE!
pretty beautiful, attractive IS TeT
propped up supported, hold up 91,5116 860
provoked stimulated STevar(HFH60
quite complete (P(DEDLOILITS
relied upon depended on &) (hSS60
resemblance | to be similar R5S (HS5S60, 6LILI
scarce rare Iflsrs
seriously extremely SelliLomeor
set off start ol [ Cem_hig
shabby mean, unfair SIhG6VT6oT
slackened reduced GONHSS! (LobSLOT6oT))
starvation hunger, apetite Ul igeofl, L&
strangely unusual aNSSHLmELons
tangled not in a state of order Flaaeoment, LT emL
tender gentle LBl(m Gl 6umenT
tiny small ol
tomb burial place, pyramid FLTE|, SH60606mM
vexation annoyance GamuLd
willingness enthusiasm, eager LI
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Chooskatleataolsttappropriate synonyms of the underlined word from GBSEiptians
given below.

1. As we drove through the foothills of the Alps two small boys stopped us on the outskirts of Verona.
a) inside b) borders c) fence d) platform
2. He shrugged his shoulders to convey his disapproval of their shabby appearance.
a) raised b) lowered c) bent d) made
3. My companion spoke to the boys discovered that they were brothers.
a) searched b) looked c)persuaded d) found
4. Then as trade slackened we went over.
a) made b) raised c) reduced d) increased
5. They greeted us with friendly faces.
a) welcomed  b)blamed c) cursed d) insulted
6. He glanced at us hopefully.
a) chatted b) looked c) feared d) found
7. As we made the rounds, my interest was again provoked by their remarkable demeanour.
a) behaviour  b)cleverness c¢) wisdom d) greatness
8. Jacopo was lively as a squirrel.
a) dull b) lazy c¢) boring d) smart
9. Nicola and Jacopo could be relied upon to satisfy our needs.
a) fulfill b) irritate ¢) annoy d) bore
10. They shined shoes, sold fruit, hawked newspapers.
a) induced b) sold ¢) bought d) wrote
ANTONYMS:
WORDS ANTONYMS
appeared (Camermisen) disappeared (Losmma6v)

artless (SmemLownm, gjriumes)

cunning (6.(eh&&Lomenr)

brisk (smismiiLTs) inactive (smigmissors;)
cautious (&eI6uTLomS ) careless (aeaueLilevours)
companion ([BeuorLisar) enemy (et&ifl)

deserted (mLLom Lifleveors;) inhabited (GlpuimSs60)

devotion (gyitiLewsfliiLy)

disloyal (gyitiuemfliiy @lsvsurs)

frequently (9jp&silg) seldom (gfigns)

greeted (euMLp5gs60) cursed (sL95860)

hope (BLU&mS) despair (BLoUl&emsullearml)

lively (amiamiiuns) inactive (GambGupilurs)

maturity (p&i&d) immaturity (p&li&d @evers)

murmured ((eurESS60) shouted (s581560)

paused (Hmi5a1560) started (Q&TLiGSH60)
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pretty (9jp&hu) X ugly (gigmisLomenr)
quite ((LpQemLoILTS; ) X incomplete (ML ILITS)
scarce (gflars) X frequently (9jie58l9)
seriously (eilyLomsar) X causally (grgmremrTioms)
shabby (smgevmsr) X fresh (gmilemiowiesr)
strangely (efl&&lwmaLomenr) X usual (aup&ssLomenr)
tangled (fssevmesr, L smL) X disentangled (eterflemiowimas)
tender (L\(mgi6umenr) X hard (&g evTiomesr)
tiny (lpflwr) X large (@Quiflw)
vexation (G&mLid) X | patience (gemiod))

Choose the most appropriate antonyms

given below:

1.

10.

a) buying b) bearing

of the underlined

They were selling wild strawberries.

c¢) making d) doing

. You will get fruit much better in Verona.

a) greater b) worse

c) smaller d) longer

word from the options

. The other a shortened army tunic gathered in loose folds about his skinny frame.

a) lightened b) tightened

c)lengthened d) brightened

Nicola, the elder was 13.

a) older b) younger ¢) senior d) superior

We bought their biggest basket.

a) tallest b) greatest c) smallest d) largest
Jacopo , his head resting upon his brother’s shoulder was asleep.
a) sleepy b) awake c¢) dreamy d) living

Must you work so hard?.

a) difficult b)tough c) easy d) simple

He smiled uncomfortably.

a) comfortably b)inconveniently c)innocently  d) cunningly

a) small b) little

a) vanished b) seemed

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS g3 .

The following afternoon we drove to the tiny village.

c) big d) great

c¢) looked d) glanced

A pleasant looking woman with steel-rimmed spectacles appeared.

1. Answer the following questions in one or two sentences each based on your
understanding of the story. Page-5

a) Whom did the narrator meet at the outskirts of Verona?
The narrator met at the outskirts of Verona two small boys who were selling strawberries.
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¢)

d)

g)

h)

The driver did not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys because of their shabby
appearance. He said that he would get fruit much better in Verona.

The boys did not spend much on clothes and food. Why?

The boys did not spend much on clothes and food because they had to earn money for their sister
who had been admitted in hospital.

Were the boys saving money to go the States? How do you know?

The boys were not saving money to go to the States. We learn from the nurse that the boys made
their payment for their sister in hospital every week without fail.

Why did the author avoid going to Lucia’s room?
The author did not want to intrude upon this happy family party. So he avoided. going to:Lucia’s
room.

What was Lucia suffering from?
Lucia was suffering from tuberculosis of the spine.

What made the boys join the resistance movement against the Germans?

The boys hated the Germans who had destroyed their house and family. This made the boys join
the resistance movement against the Germans.

What made the boys work so hard?
The boys had admitted their sister Lucia in an expensive hospital and they had to pay Lucia’s
medical charge every week. This made the boys work so hard.

Why didn’t the boys disclose their problem to the author?
The author knew that the boys wanted to keep this'matter a secret. He felt that their selfless
action brought new nobility to human life.

- semadl(); avoided - ailiss60; tuberculosis - sTam&ES Cwmis; distroyed - 9)fl$s; resistance
movement - TSI @IUSSLD; expensive - G&vey gFlsLmer; nobility - Cgmasmi.

approve - gwg); shabby appearance - gjemGsmeumer Gamhmd; payment - &L Leworid; intrude

2. Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. Page -5

a)

b)

d)

e)

Describe the appearance of Nicola and Jacopo.

One boy had on a worn jersey.and cut—off khaki pants, the other a shortened army tunic gathered
in loose folds about his skinny frame. They had brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest eyes.
Nicola, the elder was 13. Jacopo the younger was nearly 12.

What were the various jobs undertaken by the little boys?

The two little boys-sold strawberries; they shined the shoes in the morning. They took the
visitors tovarious places in the town like Juliet’s tomb and other places of interest. They hawked
newspapers and ran errands.

How did the narrator help the boys on Sunday?

The two boys requested the author to take them in his car to Poleta. The author drove to Poleta
with the boys. They drew up at a large red-roofed villa, The boys leaped from the car and told
the author to wait for only an hour. After meeting their sister Lucia who was admitted there for
tuberculosis, they returned to the car.

Who took the author to the cubicle?

The author followed the boys and found it to be a hospital. He wanted to know the whereabout of
the boys. He met a trained nurse and asked her about the boys. She took him to the cubicle and
bade him look through the glass partition. The author saw the boys talking to their sister happily.

Describe the girl with whom the boys were talking to in the cubicle.

The two boys were seated at the bedside of a girl of about twenty. She was wearing a pretty lace
jacket and was hstenmg to their chatter. Her eyes were soft and tender. She had the resemblance
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f)

g)

several books.

Recount the untold suffering undergone by the siblings after they were rendered homeless?
Two little siblings, Nicola, the elder, was 13 and Jacopo, was nearly 12. The war destroyed their
family and rendered them homeless. Their sister Lucia suffered from TB and was admitted in a
hospital. To save her the boys did all the available jobs and earned money for her treatment. From
early morning to late night they worked hard. They didn’t eat well. They didn’t have any good
dresses. By their selfless and hard work, they were cube to get their sister Lucia recovered from TB.

The narrator did not utter a word and preferred to keep the secret to himself. Why?
Substantiate the statement with reference to the story.

The author heard from the nurse the miserable life of the two brothers and their sister Lucia who
was admitted in hospital for tuberculosis. The boys worked from early morning.to mid-night to
earn money for Lucia’s treatment. They were prompt in paying the medical bill every week. The
author thought of the boys very high. He could not utter a word to the boys. He was led to keep
the secret to himself. Had he asked the boys about their life, they would have been hurt about their
poor life.

- @@gpg;arrrr sibilings - @lcp,r_r,smg;aam destroyed - 9| fli5g); resemblance - spmiemin; recovered -
SEITLOEDLS60; miserable - Gi&s&w0meT; prompt - SauMTS; utter - (er@); hurt - sMUILGHISS.

tangled - uyCenL; tomb - gevesnm; hawked - & afl aflmenrti; errands —(Bg,naaaag,@g;rr@, leaped

@ rExTuaL PARAGRAPHS 45 )

3. Answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words each.

a)

What was the driving force that made the boys do various jobs?

Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona"
Author  : A.J. Cronin
Theme : The boys on their. way back two did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse

The war destroyed their house and rendered them houseless. Above all, their sister Lucia
who was a singer suffered from tuberculosis. The two brothers had nothing in life but they had
the spirit to rebuild their house and to give Lucia the best treatment in an expensive hospital.
They wanted to see her fully recovered and she should sing again. This had been their driving
force for the two brothers so they did all the available jobs. They sold fruits, shined shoes and
hawked newspapers.. They ran errands. There was seriousness in their faces. They could be relied
upon. With great devotion and selflessness, they earned money for Lucia’s treatment, she too got
recovered.

available - flenL_5&; seriousness - &all7id; devotion - gyeorLy; selflessness - &wmeVLOMHM.

destroyed - 9|fl&siu’L; rendered - gesmsflug); suffered - uTl&aLuLmsr; spirit - 2 smsme_md);

b) How was the family affected by the war?

Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author  : A.J. Cronin
Theme . The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse

The war affected the family leaving the two boys and their sister Lucia alone in the world.
Their father who had been a well — known singer was killed in the war. A bomb had destroyed
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wwineiP adasslahietndered them homeless. They had always known a comfoMal1& BREEHSRA
life. Lucia had herself been training as a singer. Now they had been suffering horribly from near
starvation and exposure to the cold winter. For months they lived in a sort of shelter they built
with their own hands. The Germans ruled the city for three years. When the war was over they
came back to their beloved sister. They found her suffering from tuberculosis of spine. With
under wanted spirit they gave her the best treatment in an expensive hospital. With determination
and devotion they worked hard and earned money. Their sister got recovered slowly. It is a story
of love and sacrifice.

wellknown - et L ; comfortable - sswomer; cultured life - praifs aump&emes; starvation -
uligerfl; exposure - SinGH(HSSH60; determination - SLLorearCrTSH6LWD; sacrifice - Slumsio.

c¢. Write a character sketch of Nicola and Jacopo.

Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author  : A.J. Cronin
Theme . The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse

Nicola, the elder 13 and Jacopo, the younger was nearly 12. They had the shabby appearance
in their worn dresses, they had been working hard from early morning to midnight with a purpose.
They had great love for their sister Lucia, who had been admitted in an expensive hospital, for
tuberculosis. They gave her the best treatment. They had to‘earn money for her treatment. But
they did not have any despair with devotion, determination and sacrifice, they did all the available
jobs. The author happened to meet the two brothers on the outskirts of Verona. They were selling
strawberries. Then next day he saw them shining shoes. The author’s interest was provoked by their
remarkable behaviour. He said that they were childish and quite artless. When the author came to
know of the life of the two brothers and their sister Lucia the nurse from, he was astonished and
dumbfound. He said that the war had not broken their spirit. Their selfless action brought a new
nobility to human life.

shabby - 9jmiGsreiomsr; appearance - Germmid; purpose - CEr&sin; provoked - Gre(h&e0;
remarkable - @ilIL_&568; astonished - g Fsfiu(sen; dumbfound - auTumL &6,

d) What message is conveyed through the story “Two Gentlemen of Verona”?

Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author .. A.J. Cronin
Theme : The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse

The story “ Two Gentlemen of Verona” conveys a great message to all the people. Under any
circumstances a man should not lose the spirit and hope. The two brothers proved it. The war
destroyed their life and rendered the brothers and their sister Lucia homeless. They were thrown into
the streets. Besides, Lucia suffered from tuberculosis. The boys did not lose their heart and spirit
with devotion and determination they earned money for treatment. They worked hard from morning
to midnight and earned money. She too got recovered gradually and would sing as before. It is all
because of their love, devotion, sacrifice, sincerity and maturity. The author said that their selfless
action brought a new n0b111ty to human life.

convey - sT(h58I50F0MISHN; message - Qald); gradually - Ougauns; sincerity - 2 smenLoWwITS;
maturity - weTHIi&s.
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Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author  : A.J. Cronin
Theme i The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse

The author saw the two brothers Nicola 13 and Jacopo 12 selling strawberries on the outskirts of
Verona. Then he had been watching the boys doing different jobs from morning to midnight. They
earned money for a purpose. Their sister had been admitted in a costly hospital for tuberculosis at
Poleta. Every Sunday they visited her and paid the bill promptly. The author was astonished to find
love for their sister, devotion of work, sacrifice and honesty in doing jobs. They neverwanted to beg
but got money only by their sweats. The author came to know the history of thetwe boys and Lucia
from a nurse. She was recovering gradually and could sing soon. The boys dignity and honour did
allow them to reveal their path tie life to the author. The author realised that their nobility made them
“Two Gentlemen of Verona”. So the title given to story is apt and just.

different - LUGeum); promptly - Seummiosy; sweats - 2 emiplifed; dignity - QU(ELS6Teno; honour -
wflwrens; apt - QuTHSSLOTS.

f. Adversity brings out the best as well as the worst in people. Elucidate this statement with
reference to the story.

Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author i A.J. Cronin
Theme i The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse

There is a proverb ‘ Necessity is'the mother of invention'. In the same, adversity brings out the
best as well as the worst in people'. The two brothers Nichola and Jacopo were thrown in the streets
and made homeless by the war..They had no place to lay their heads and nothing to eat. So they had
sufferings which couldn’t be explained or told.

But these boys did not lose their heart in life. They built a small shelter with their own hands.
They brought out the best hidden in them. They started doing all the available jobs from morning
to midnight. They earned money enough to treat their sister Lucia admitted in a costly hospital for
tuberculosis. She too recovered gradually and returned to sing. So adversity in the life of these two
siblings brought out their noble qualities, love, devotion, and sacrifice. The author said that their
selfless action broughta new nobility to human life.

proverb - upGlomfl; necessity - Goemeu; adversity - sasLflemsv; sufferings - seagL_miger; hidden -
wenmhgeTer; sibilings - GUHenSS6iT.

g. Which character do you like the most in the story and why?

Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author  : A.J. Cronin
Theme . The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse

I like the character of Lucia the most in the story. She had been embodiment of love and the
driving force to her two brothers. They lived, worked and earned money only for her. They had such
a great love for Lucia their sister who was admitted in a costly hospital for tuberculosis at Poleta.
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ThewRsitkabdlai ¢vety Sunday with the money they had earned. Only happinessvwwasGBStatipsheir
meetings. The author witnessed such happiness when he brought them in his car to poleta. Lucia’s
love for the boys and the patience she had in her sufferings made me love her character the most.

embodiment - @S g60; driving force - aufl KLSGID §58); earned - sUTSHSS60; happiness -
&h0smag; witnessed - ST LTS LIMTSGI6m0TT&H60; patience - GUmyenio.

< Introduction

= The outskirts of Verona

= The two young boys turn out
< A bundle of unsold newspapers
< The narrator gladly agrees

< The narrator hesitates

< The payments regularly

<= Conclusion

SYNOPSIS

Introduction:

Born in 1896, the author of the novel, A.J Cronian was a medical Practitioner in Wales and London.
When he was recovering from an illness, he landed up writing his first novel ‘Hatter’s Castle’. He
instantly became popular with this novel. So, he decided to give up the medical profession and took
up writing as a full-time career. ‘The Spanish.Gardener’ is one of his most notable works. In this
article, read "Two Gentlemen of Verona' summary, another one of his renowned works.

The Outskirts Of Verona:

The narrator is driving through the foothills of the Alps along with his companion. While driving
on the outskirts of Verona, two young boys who sell wild strawberries stop their car. The small boys
appear to be quite shabby and the driver is not keen on buying strawberries from them. Then the
narrator’s companion gets to know:that the boys are brothers. The elder one aged 13 is Nicola, and
the younger brother, aged 12;.is Jacopo.

The Two Young Boys Turn Out:

The narrator and his companion buy the biggest basket of strawberries from the boys and go
towards the city. The next morning, they again see the same two boys doing the shoe shining job
and on being asked, they say that they do many things for a living. They also tell the narrator and his
companion that they could work as guides and show the visitors places of interest in the town. So,
the narrator asks them to take them to Juliet’s tomb. During the time of their stay in the town, the
two young boys:turn out to be very helpful to the visitors.

A Bundle Of Unsold Newspapers:

Then, the boys are found with a bundle of unsold newspapers and are ready to sell them when the
last bus arrived one night. The narrator then talks to them and asks them why they are working so
hard. He also told them that they seem to fetch sufficient money, so why were they not spending
anything on clothes and food. Nicola tells him that they had something in their minds but he does
not elaborate.

The Narrator Gladly Agrees:

Jacopo then requests the narrator to drop them in his car to the village Poleta that is around 30
kilometers away. He requests him and says that it would be a great favor. Although, Nicola does not
like the fact that his brother is troubling the narrator. But the narrator gladly agrees to help the boys
with reaching that place. So, the next afternoon, he along with his companion drives to the village.
After dropping them, the small boys enter a large red-roofed villa, which is actually a hospital.
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The narrator hesitates to enter the hospital room. He tries to find out from the nurse about the girl
in the hospital and the boys. Later, the nurse tells him that Lucia is the sister of these two boys and
is suffering from tuberculosis. She also mentions that a bomb destroyed their home during the war.
And even their father, a widower, had got killed during the early part of the war. When he died, his
three children were left to starve.

The Payments Regularly:

She told the narrator that the boys also started hating the Germans who came to rule the city and
even became a part of the resistance movement. Once the war was over, Lucia got affected with
tuberculosis and the boys had to admit her to the hospital. So, they have been trying their best to
make the payments regularly to the hospital.

Conclusion:

The narrator waited outside the room. He did not say anything to the boys on their way back in
order to give the impression that they did not know about their secret.

SLOW LEARNERS

Title : "Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author  : A.J. Cronin
Theme : The boys on their way back, two:did not know about their secret

Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Nurse, Luigi.

i. Nicola and Jacopo were brothers.
ii. War ruined their family.
iii. Their sister Lucia was suffering from tuberculosis.
iv. They did all sorts of jobs and lamed money for her treatment.
v. The narrator was a kind and helpful person.
vi. He helped them buy fruits and drop in their village.
vii. But the boys did not want anybody’s sympathy and charity.
viil. They proved their love, devotion and sincerity.

(VOCABULARY y;.1.)

a) Read the following words taken from the story. Give two synonyms and one
antonym for each of these words. Use a dictionary, if required. Page - 6

Word Synonyms Antonym

cautious careful, prudent careless

disapprove reject, refuse accept

brisk quick, fast Slow

engaging occupying, employing Boring

humble modest, low High

eager anxious, earnest Patient

resistance opposition, prevention Irresistance

persuade convince, influence Dissuade

scarce rare, scrimpy Abundant

nobility honour, dignity dishonour
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i) Given below is a list of common confusables. Distinguish the meaning of each pair of words
by framing your own sentences.

a) emigrate
immigrate

b) beside
besides

c¢) judicial
judicious

d) eligible
illegible

e) conscience
conscious

f) industrial
industrious

g) eminent
imminent

h) illicit
elicit

1) prescribed
proscribed

j) affect
effect

k) aural
oral

1) born
borne

People emigrate to America from the eastern countries to earn money.
People from eastern countries immigrate into West Bengal

There is a temple beside our house.
Raju gets salary besides rent from buildings.

Judges and lawyers perform judicial functions.
He is always judicious in his behaviour.

She is fully eligible to this particular job.
Your hand writing is illegible.

He has the conscience of the consequence of drinking liquor.
The injured man is conscious and he is admitted in hospital.

Coimbatore is an industrial city.
People are industrious at Sivakasi.

Einstein was an eminent scientist.
A great disaster to mankind is imminent due to global warming.

He is an_illicited child.
The lawyer elicited the truth from the aceused by his clever arguments.

Doctor prescribed the latest medicines for his patients.
They are proscribed for his illegal activities.

Smoking affects one’s health.
The effect of the tonic is‘good.

My friend has an aural problem for a long time.

Oral test decides appointment for the job in an interview.

Gandhi was befn on 274 October.
The sufferings are borne patiently by women.

ii) Fill in the blanks with suitable homophones or confusables. page-6

wallet Valet hoard Horde
fairy weary desert dessert
medal mettle night knight
wait weight sweet Sweat
yoke yolk plain Plane
grown crown might Mite

earn yearn quite quiet / quit

¢) Give the meanings of the following phrasal verbs and frame sentences using them. page-7

1. cut off : (stopped)

cut off come upon put out
draw up pass out take off
turn away stand by bank on

He cut off his friendship with me.

2. come upon : (meet a person unexpectedly)
I came upon my old frlend in Chenna1
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4. draw up : (halt/ stop)
The car drew up at the gate of the park.

5. pass out : (distribute or send)
Please pass out these dishes to others.

6. take off : (rise up)
The plane took off very smoothly.

7. turn away : (change the direction)
He turned away his face on seeing me at a distance.

8. stand by : (be ready to help)
My friend stands by me in my sorrow and joy.

9. bank on : (keep something upon)

We bank our hope on God.
d) Read the list of words formed by adding suffixes. Page-7
frequently satisfaction willingness
comfortable resemblance nobility

Form two derivatives from each of the following words by adding prefixes and suffixes.

Word Prefix Suffix
patient impatient Patiently
honour Dishonour Honourable
respect Disrespect Respectful
manage mismanage Management
fertile Infertile Fertility
different Indifferent Differently
friend Befriend Friendship
obey disobey obedient

( LISTENING 5]3-9

Floods-are an inevitable natural disaster which can occur in any part of the world. Floods can
prove-all the more disastrous in localities, where population density is high. Preparation for Disaster
Management has become imperative for any city, town or village during monsoons.

The Government Department entrusted with Disaster Management makes periodic announcements
about the precautions to be taken whenever floods are anticipated.

Now, you are going to listen to the cautionary instructions that are given to the general public living
in flood-prone areas.

Listen carefully and complete the following sentences.

a) The announcement was made by the Department of .......... .
Ans: disaster management

b) Widespread heavy rains are expected from the early hours of ............. .
Ans: Sunday
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Ans: the closet flood shelters

d) An emergency kit should contain water bottles, biscuit packets and a ............... .
Ans: torch light, medical supplies, and a whistle for help

e)Alistof .............. should be displayed on the wall.
Ans: emergency telephone number

f) Important documents can be secured by keeping them ina ............... case.
Ans: waterproof

g) Damage to refrigerators can be avoided by ........... .
Ans: emptying them and leaving their doors open

h) Mobile phones should be charged to enable the marooned to contact their friends, relatives and

1) IS should be placed in the toilet bowls to prevent sewage inflow.
Ans: sand bags

j) Listen to the ............... and follow the instructions implicitly.
Ans: periodic news updates

( SPEAKING )

Task 1 Page-8

On the occasion of World Environment Day, you have been asked to deliver a speech during
morning assembly on the importance of tree planting. Write the speech in about 100 — 150
words.

Introduction

Suggested value points

Pollution control — Medicine — Necessary for wildlife — Cause rainfall
#* Conclusion

* *

Importance of tree planting

Very good morning to all. I’m going to speak about the importance of tree-planting. Today we
are talking about global warming, less rainfall, change of seasons etc., The main cause for all the
above happenings 1s the destructions of forests. Trees being an essential part of nature help all
the lives on this earth and also save the earth. Not knowing this, man cuts trees and destroys the
forests only for his benefits.

Trees purify air by taking carbon-di-oxide from it. They keep the atmosphere unpolluted and
save the ozone layer. They give us fruits, woods and shelter to the animals and birds. Trees bring
monsoon rains and make the earth fertile. Trees prevent soil erosion and also stop ice melting in
the poles due to global warming. So trees are the source of life. So we should not allow the trees
to be destroyed. We must compensate the loss of trees by planting saplings. Thank you for the
opportunity given.

Task 2 page-9
Prepare a speech on “The importance of a reading habit” in about 100-150 words using the
hints given below together with your own ideas.
# Introduction
# Suggested value points

Knowledge enrichment — Skill development — Meaningful usage of time — Overall development
# Conclusion
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Good morning to all. I would like to talk on ‘The importance of a reading habit’.

I’m sorry to say that reading habit is diminishing. It is all due to the advent of T.V and mobiles.
But the book fairs conducted in various cities and towns give us some consolation. People visit
such fairs in large numbers. So we find renewal of interest in reading books.

We must realize the value of books. They help us get knowledge about great men and about the
world. They make us cultured. They develop our reasoning knowledge. Books are also called as
our friends and true companions. For the old people they are inseparable companions. Books give
us knowledge and good reasoning power and we know the history of the world. We must spare

some time every day to read books. This will increase our habit of reading.

READING % )

Read the passage given below and make notes. page-9
For passage Refer Text Book Page No. - 9.
Title : Smart Cities

. Government of India :

a) initiated smart cities
b) resolve urban problems

. Urban forestry

a) Management of trees

b) Physiological, sociological and economic well being of the society.
. Sponges

a) Mangroves, lakes, grasslands and forests.
b) absorb the air and noise pollution
c¢) cultural, recreational hotspots

Urban forests
a) reduce cost of building
b) neutralizing urban heat

Trees, herbs, sherbs

a) arrest sedimentation and other pollutants.
b) help improve on aquatic'eco system

¢) boost through the urban forests

d) connect children to natural environment

( GRAMMAR < 23 )

TENSES

Task -1
Tick the correct options and complete the dialogue.

> > w»

%ﬁ#ﬁﬁfﬁﬁsm NEre==Ad<

Hello. What do you watch / are you watching?

www.CBSEtips.in

: A programme about the Jallian Wala Bagh massacre, which I recorded last night._I study /

I’m studying about it this term.

: All that I know / I’ve known about it is that hundreds of people died / had died in it.
: Yes, it was much, much worse than anyone has expected / had expected. It went on /

has gone on for hours. Do you want /Have you wanted to watch the programme with me?

: No, thanks. I’ve got to do some veena practice._I’ve just remembered / 1 just remembered

that we’ve got a concert tomorrow, and I don’t have / haven’t had time to practise my new
piece this week.

OK. Dlve already done / 1 already did my practice, so I’ve got time to watch TV. See you later.
uy yar-E-rar Dot Bl INet@grattcorn—
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Complete the sentences with the correct tense form of the verbs in brackets.

a) Tell (tell) me exactly what happened (happen) last night!

b) Mrs. Mageswari is my Maths teacher. She has been teaching (teach) me for four years.

c) | had never thought (never /think) of a career in medicine before I spoke to my Biology teacher
but now_I am seriously considering (seriously/ consider) it.

d) Oh no! I forgot (forget) to bring my assignment! What am I going to do? This is the second time
I have done (do) this!

e) [ can’t remember what my teacher said (say) yesterday about our homework. I did not listen (not
listen) properly because Hussain was talking (talk) to me at the same time.

f) Last year we went (go) on a school trip to Kanyakumari. We had (have) a veryinteresting time.

g) At the moment I am thinking (think) about what course to pursue next yearbut 1 have not made
(not make) a final decision yet.

h) I get (get) up at 7 every morning but this morning I_slept (sleep) for along time and I did not get
(not get) up until 8.

Task -3

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs given in the brackets.
a) Everyone was sleeping when the earthquake hit the small town. (sleep)

b) Evangelene guit her job a couple of years ago. (quit)

c) Where did you spend your last holidays? (you spend)

d) I think Suresh will leave for Tiruvallur next morning. (leave)

e) I was angry that | had made such a mistake (make).

f) My mother was tired yesterday because she did not sleep well the night before (not sleep).
g) Her parents will be in Coimbatore for two weeks from today (be).

h) Nothing much had happened when 1 got to the meeting (happen).

1) Scientists predict that by 2050, man will have landed on Mars. (land)

7) Sh! Someone is listening to our conversation! (listen)

k) The plane will take off in a few minutes. (take)

1) They were talking about me when I interrupted their conversation. (talk)
m) Justin and his parents are living in an apartment right now because they can’t find a cheap house.

(live)

n) Rajini Prem’s family is in Chengalpet now. (be).

0) Yusuf gees to the movies once in a while (go)

p) This has been an easy quiz so far (be).

q) Our team did not win any games last year. (not win)

r) We saw a wonderful film at the cinema last night. (see)

s) Hurry up! The movie has already begun (already begin)

MODAL AUXILIARIES: Page - 14

Task - 1

Fill in the blanks with modal auxiliaries.

a) The candidates should answer five out of ten questions.
b) How dare you open my bag?

c) Tajudeen can finish this work by Monday.

d) May 1 go to school today?

—Sere-totr-OtestidtiarapersSAnsrert<eysR fHB—PadssslxlINet@grattcom—
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f) Poonam could not catch the bus yesterday.
g) People who live in glass houses should not throw stones.
h) You need not go to the market as I have brought vegetables.
1) Would you have taken all this trouble?
j) You must be joking.
k) Itried to climb up the tree, but could not.
1) Hima Das ran so fast that she could win the medal.
m) You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink.
n) [ wouldn’t like to have a cup of coffee.
0) My grandfather used to visit this temple when he was young.

Task - 2
Complete the following sentences with modals using the clues given.
a) You should help the needy. (moral obligation)

b) IfI were you, I would not behave like that. (conditional sentence)

c) [ will never tell a lie. (determination)

d) My uncle might have reached by now. (possibility)

e) The patient is critical. He must be taken to the hospital.(compulsion)

f) 1 used to play hockey when I was a student. (past habit)

g) You must not attend my class. (order)

h) He might come today. (remote possibility)

1) You ought to follow the traffic rules. (regulation)

j) He will play the match. (willingness)

k) You should not waste time on it. (necessity)

1) Had the doctor come in time, he would have saved the patient.(probability)

REPORTED SPEECH:
Task - 1
Read what these people'say and rewrite as sentences.

1. Z I am very busy )

Raja said that he was very busy.

2. Z Lhave completed my work. )
Satya said that he had completed his work.

3. l I don’t like to go out. )
Johnson said that he didn’t like to go out.

ZI have just come back from Chennai)

Akshita said that he had just come back from Chennai.

5. Z I am learning English. )
Jayan said that he was learning English.

I StresBoNPapers-SATswer-KegaR B atasallINet@grmeattcorr—
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Madhu said that he had bought a pen the previous day.

7 ZWe will go for shopping tomorrow)

Joseph and Mary said that they would go for shopping the next day.

] Z We can’t attend the party. )
Afsar and Ayesha said that they couldn’t attend the party.

(7
9, Z How are you? )

Satish asked him how he was.

10. l I am fine. Thank you. )

Victor said that he was fine and thanked him.

Task - 2
Read the following dialogue and complete the report in the space provided.
a) Priya : Where are you going?
Vijay : I am going to the railway station.
Priya : Why are you going there?
Vijay : I want to receive my uncle who is.coming from Bangalore.

Priya asked Vijay (a) where he was going.

Vijay replied (b) that he was going to the railway station.

Priya further inquired (c) Why he was going there.

Vijay stated that (d) he wanted to.receive his uncle who was coming from Banglore.

b) Teacher : Why are you late?

Divya : I missed the bus.
Teacher : You should have reached the bus stop on time.
Divya : My grandmether is ill. So, I had to take her to the doctor.

Teacher :1am sorry. What ails her?
Divya : She has high fever.

The teacher asked Divya why she was late. Divya replied that (a) she had missed the bus.
The teacher told her that (b) she should have reached the bus stop on time. Divya said that her
grandmother was'ill and so she had to take her to the doctor. The teacher felt sorry and further asked
her (¢) what ailed her. Divya explained that she (had) had high fever.

Task - 3
Rewrite the following passage in indirect speech.

Pradeep got out of bed with much excitement. “It is going to be a lovely sunny day,” he remarked
to his sister Varshini.

“Just let me sleep a bit longer, Pradeep,” Varshini begged, “and since you are feeling so enthusiastic,
” she suggested, “Why don’t you go and help mother in cooking?”

“ Sure, [ will”, said Pradeep. “Can I help you, mum?”, he said to his mother.
“Yes, of course. There are idlis and vadas on the dining table. Have your breakfast.”
“ Thank you, mum; I’ll surely help you by eating them.”

—PagasslxiNet@gmatcom—
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Pradeep got out of bed with much excitment. He told his sister Varshini that it was going
to be a lovely sunny day. Varshini begged Pradeep to let her sleep just a bit longer. She also
asked him why he didn’t go and help mother in cooking since he was feeling so enthusiastic.
Pradeep replied that he would and asked his mother if he could help her. But his mother asked
him to have his breakfast as there were idlis and vadas on the dinning table. He thanked his
mother and told her that he would surely help her by eating them.

( wrTNg %)

LETTER WRITING :
Sir,
I request you to publish the following letter in your daily to address an importantissue which needs
immediate redressal.

During week ends motorcyclists are seen racing on the East Coast road and the Old Mahabalipuram
road of Chennai. The amateur racers are risking their own lives and of the public as well. They are
fearless and irresponsible, not knowing the price of human lives. Risking others and their lives for
their pleasure is highly condemnable.

Even school students indulge in such activities and cause fatal accidents. The racers have started
occupying the lanes and streets of busy localities. As such, the violation of traffic rules often results
in loss of young lives. Such reckless riders who violate traffic rules should be punished severely.

As a responsible citizen of the society, I request the authorities concerned to take appropriate
measures to put an end to this menace.

Yours truly,
Srivatsav
Questions:
a) Read the following letter carefully, discuss with your partner and answer the
questions.

a) Who is the sender of the letter?
Srivastsav is the sender of the letter

b) Who is the receiver?
The editor of a newspaper 1s the receiver.

¢) What is the issue?
Reckless ridets who violate the traffic rules should be punished.

d) What is the request of the sender?

The sender requests the concerned authorities to take appropriate measures to put an end to the
menace.

e) Who will take steps after reading it?
The traffic authorities will take steps after read it.

b) You have chosen Computer Science in the Higher Secondary Course. Write a letter
to your friend giving reasons for your choice. Read the clues given in brackets to
complete the letter.

Dear Raju, (Greeting),

Hope you are doing will. (enquire about his well being). I would like to inform you that I have

chosen computer science in the HSc. I have reasons for having chosen this course. Firstly we
find today computer is used in all places in all departments. office. home etc. To day the world
cannot go on without computer. It is a 'must’ in our life. (reason for your choice of group).
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(state your ambltlon) We come to hear so many unhealthy and unwanted happemngs in s0c1al
media and the society. (discuss recent unhealthy happenings in social media and the society).
These have made me understand the demand or need of this profession. (demand or need of this
profession). I have plans to pursue higher studies in this course. (higher studies or specialization).

All the best for your CA preparation. Convey my love to your parents.

Yours lovingly,
Ravi

Task

a) You had been to your Grandma’s house during the summer holidays. You enjoyed your
stay in her company. Write a letter to your Grandma stating how much you miss her after

returning to your home.
10th June 2020,

10, West street,
Chennai.

Dear Grandma,

Hope you’re keeping good. I enjoyed my summer holidays very much when I stayed with you. I
can’t forget in my life the love you had for me. I’'m very happy to tell you that you took very minute
care of my well-being.You told me good stories at night. I shall remember those stories. You took
me to the temple. I enjoyed the green fields and the beautiful flowers full of fragrance. The cattle
was grazing in the field. Playing under the mango tree is unforgettable. I enjoyed eating the mango
fruits. [ never felt the days passing quickly. I was very sorry when I left you. I have been longing for
holidays to meet you again. Please take care of you. We shall meet soon again.

Thanking you.
Yours lovingly,
Vignesh

b) You are the head of the English department in a renowned institution. You are invited to
preside over the inauguration of the English Literary club in your alma mater. Respond to
the letter you have received either accepting the invitation or expressing your inability to
attend the function.

From, 28th October 2020
S. John
Professor of English, Head of the Department,
Ultra Arts College, Trichy
Pin : XXXX

To,
The principal
Modern Higher secondary School,
Trichy
Pin:YYYY

Dear students,

It is a great pleasure for me to inaugrate your English Literary club. All of you know the importance
of English today. To get a professional job, they expect the fluency of English from the candidate.
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wiihe. Bhptasates. Métstarting English Literary Club are to make you read Englislv. GRE&E tipd.iget
the knowledge of English by conducting elocution competition in English, the skill of speaking in
English will be developed.I request all of you to participate in all the activities of the club.
Thank you for the opportunity given to me.
Yours Sincerely,
John
(Head of English Department)

¢) Write a letter to the Headmaster of your school requesting him to help you obtain a duplicate
mark sheet of class XII, which you lost while travelling.

From, 14th July 2020,
Maran,
4th Main street,
Madurai.
Pin : XXXX

To,
The principal ,
Navi Higher secondary School,
Madurai .
Pin: YYYY

Dear sir,

I was a student of this school in XII (with Computer science and Mathematics). I passed the
examination in March 2019.

I lost my mark sheet while travelling by town bus. I need a duplicate mark sheet for joining the
college. I have enclosed a certificate obtained from the police. They were not able to find the lost
certificate.

I request you to be kind enough to get a duplicate mark sheet from the authority and issue me as
early as possible. I will remain grateful to you for ever.

Yours faithfully,
Maran
d) Write a letter to AZ Company requesting them to replace the defective juicer that you

bought recently. Include the following details: the problem, date of purchase, receipt
number, model and warranty.

From, 4th April 2020
Madhan,
Roja street,
Madurai.
Pin : XXXX

To,
The Manager,
AZ Company,
Madurai.
Pin:YYYY

I StrestiotiRapersSArswerea . —PadasalXiINet@gmatcom—
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I purchased a Butterfly juicer from you on 20th March 2020. But within a week, we find the juicer
is defective. It has started trouble and we don’t get full juice. The receipt number is 1238 and the
model is 2019. I would like to mention that it has two years warranty. The xerox copy of warranty
card is also enclosed. I request you to be good enough to replace a new juicer.
Thanking you.
Yours truly,
Madhan
e) You wish to become a pilot. Write a letter to a college enquiring about the details of the

pilot training course offered by the college. Include the following details in your enquiry:
duration of the course, fee structure, scholarships, hostel facilities and placement details.

From, 4th May 2020,
Prabhu
4th cross treet
Madurai.
Pin : XXXX

To,
The Principal
Modern College,
Madurai
Pin:YYYY

Dear sir,

My life’s ambition is to become a pilot in life. I came to know that you offer a pilot training course
in your college.

Would you please send me the following details which I need to know before joining the course?
Details needed :
a) duration of the course,
b) fee structure
c) scholarships
d) hostel facilities
e) placement details
I shall be thankful if you send me the above mentioned details at your earliest convenience.

Thanking you.
Yours sincerely,
Prabhu.
f) Write aletter to the manager of Waves Furniture Company ordering furniture for a coaching

centre. Include the following details: description of the furniture, number of pieces, mode of
payment, time and delivery options.

From, 6th October 2020
V. Ragav,
The Principal,
Tejah Academy,
Virudhunagar,
Pin : XXXX.
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The Manager ,
Waves Furniture Company,
Virudhunagar,
Pin:YYYY.

Dear sir,

We are starting a new Academy in about two weeks. We need furniture from you. Please send the
following furniture mentioned below.

a) Writing Table - 50

b) Chairs - 100

c) Benches - 150

We will pay the amount on delivery. Please send the funiture as early as possible.
Thanking you.
Yours truly,
V. Ragav
g) Write an application for the post of Personal Secretary to.the Managing Director of a

company. Include the following details: Educational qualification, experience, various other
qualifications required for the post.

From
V. Pradeep,
5, Gandbhi street,
Virudhunagar,
Pin : XXXX .

To
Managing Director,
Ultra Pvt. Ltd.,
54, Ambattur,
Chennai - 600 053.
Sir,
Sub : Applicaion for the post.of Personal Secretary.
Ref : Advertisment in ‘The Hindu’ dated 11.11.2020.

With reference to your advertisement cited, I wish to apply for the post of Personal Secretary in
your company. [ have given my bio-data below for your reference.

BIO -DATA
Name : V. Pradeep
Residential address : 5, Gandhi street,
Virudhunagar.
Age and date of birth : 34 years, 30.04.1985
Qualification : M.B.A., I class. Basic Knowledge in computer
Operations.
Experience : 4 years in Modern Pvt. Ltd, Chennai.
Languages Known : Tamil, English and Hindi.

I have enclosed photo copies of my testimonials for your perusal. I request that my application
may be favourably considered. I sincerely assure you sir, if [ am selected for appointment.
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V. Pradeep
Encl : Copies of Testimonials

Address on the Envelope:

To
Ultra Pvt. Ltd.,
54, Ambattur,
Chennai - 600 053.

h) Write a letter the Editor of a newspaper about the nuisance created by the roadside vendors
blocking to the pavements and occupying the parking zone.
From, 6th November 2020
R. Rajesh
Roja street
Chennai.
Pin : XXXX

To,
The Editor
The Hindu (Tamil Edition),
Chennai.
Pin:YYYY

Dear sir,

I would like to bring to your kind notice our great sufferings because of the roadside vendors
blocking the pavements and occuping the parking zone. We are in a position to walk neither in the
middle of the road nor on the pavements. We find no place to park our vehicles in the parking zone.
Our sufferings are untold.

Please help the public by taking our suffering to the notice of the concerned authority and alleviate
our sufferings as possible as.you can.
Thanking you.
Yours truly,
R. Rajesh
i) Write a letter to your relative or friend who is admitted in hospital for treatment of jaundice.

Advise him/her not to worry about the illness and be positive. Assure him/her of your
psychological and financial help during the crisis.

15th August 2020,
10, South car street,
Sivakasi.

Dear Vasanth,

I feel very sorry to know that you have been admitted in Thirvengadam Hospital, Sivakasi for
Jaundice. I hope you will recover in taking diet, Non oil items, water and complete rest for a month.
I am eager to see. I hope I will find time to come over to hospital and see you. Please follow the
advice given by the doctor strictly.

I wish you a speedy recovery.

Thanking you.

Yours lovingly,
R. Anand
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THE CASTLE

>

- Edwin Muir

S|rewrLoener (9) Gam_emL

- et eflleor (pi

| ABOUT THE AUTHOR QPPwi oy

\/ Edwin Muir (1887-1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator

. and critic. He was remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a

A f}; relatively old age, and over the course of several years wotked out an individual,

_ 4\' & | philosophical style for which he gained recognition later in his life. First Poems and

- A Chorus of the Newly Dead contain Muir’s initial attempts. Muir’s later collections

include Variations on a Time Theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage and Other
Poems, The Labyrinth, and One Foot in Eden.

st alléor LBy (1887-1959) LspGLHM shuam somstorl saflehit; Bieusd gy, @umAi@uuiiums
oI Smedr gy ieumsTi gpeumt. et sl Ggeafleurer UTLa&aTTs Hleneras s.mULb&Emmr.
WHw auwdled @air Hellms WS GaumdleTT. e 9 cr(bl&er emTuie Seofl KurTeL ussflwmmoleTm.
SPOLIL SSSIRMLESTS S aumprraflar UnuGsluile @earr gm&sfssiuLmt. First poems
and Chorus of the Newly Dead’ @eaimsnLw Qamissé&sma pundlser o@n. wlwflear Nhsrag
QETGLUUSET SLPSHSmTLaINmN 2 6TaTLSEHILSTELD.

Variation on a time theme, The Narrow Place; The Voyage and other Poems, The Labyrinth, One Foot in

\Edem.

—< WARMUP SL,wé§500C6) >
a) What thoughts come to your mind when you think about a castle? Add your ideas to the list.
Page - 19
Moat, huge buildings, soldiers, weapons posture gate, spacious flats, compound walls. .
o) @i gramwmearew Hmars@n Curg 2 migsT wardled Camearmid HiSmeraer wWrene?
@Hal UL 6T 2 BI&6T SHSSISSMmETD Corsgs CsmsTs.
sy, UlrowmeoTL o  Sllgl mIS6T, @WTTemiel afTTesT, UL SsevaasT, GCgmrewr
oumufleh, 9|&6TM. LOML_EIS6T, LH6) SHeTs 6.

b) Have you ever visited a fort or a castle?
Yesa1 visited a fort or a castle.

31 Phser eiGursrg @@ CamiamL gwag gremrwemearemw urTeaneuull HlsrefiserT?
L0, Hresr Gam_smLemt LM &S &S Cmer.
¢) Fill in the following empty boxes.
@) SnssaL smel S LRigmer HirLiys.

Name Location Quwit @@L b
Fort St. George Chennai Qauflsir’ somiishy Gasmemi, | CQesiTemeor
Gingee Fort Chenji Viluppuram Qaerdls Cam enL Qaepdl afLpiyid
Golconda Fort Near Hyderabad CamellQamsLr Cam el | mansrmurs oymée
Red Fort Delhi Qamlsr el Q_svedl

—PagasslxiNet@gmatcom—



https://www.Padasalai.Net/

ww:vv—P&dasa-lm—Neh. f- " www.CBSEtips.in
VI\L&GT@&&W Ve

stéliflaer  sThiser Gamieniem  (pOmenSUIl LT, sTem  aumSsaflad ermiseT GCamlsmL
suedlsmin  Ll&&gl. mblL L Curdl GurissmelleEnn, 2 e GUTHLSEHD, Il |T&isaflsr
QST @HHESSTE, BUsHE I&FsD gou_ainme. CsmismLulsr farumn om @rssus s5a|
omhea. Isssailsr smuameafl séiflsammy  aummsiu’Lrer. aHfisar GCamleamLs@ar L@Ghas
s1&68HE CeslubhisdHern. o slu Gasmmew @&smsemw mrsr wrfl(pn Gemsmaisme. ShisL
sTagid eTlflujeor GuTfL miblb g uSLD @evemev.

((Consolidation Points ) ~\

= This poem details a past event where a soldier narates a castle being overtaken.
= It is an unspecified battle.
<= The speaker lives in the castle where none could enter.

< Though the army is strong,there is plenty of food and, the castle is well guarded, the man are
defeated.

< The enemy bribes the warder.
= He lets them in through a litle gate .
C The poem states that the army that can’t be bribed is the strongest. y
1
The Castle l DTS je0eg CamemL
1
Page - 19 luga - 19

1
1
All through that summer at ease we lay, 1 GCoTmL & &M puUaIGID gLIoIMD ofhSMmHbS,
And daily from the turretiwall : CamlmL& gsour WHmss Camursde @mns
We watched the mowers in the hay I yovemis@ wellgisefer LgtiGuredlemey réGCHmD
And the enemy half a mile away : st uemL @EOLgICour YT MLMIGE IIUTE
They seemed no threat to us at all. 1 2 mif Gamevor. QmEhleont WD sHEUHHESD I)EHGaTLD.
—————————————————————— I—————————————————————————————
1
For what, we thought, had we to fear 1 L SGsmsTerT, sTetTenreyior(h), sTevoTeuf Il LIMT&SGSHMLD HThIgS6T
With our arms and provender, load on load, : S _Surs QY SLPLD, 2 mTalD TsHE 2 (),
Our towering battlements, tier on tier, 1 9D&sHGSML, gefla@sEn UrhidasT 2 o),
And friendly alliés drawing near : @& aufler TSI B L UL &6 I|meld 2 6
On every leafy summerroad. I 5H&EEL CarmLg st cphid safliflemesssT 2 etor(.
1

Our gates were strong, our walls were thick,| o i g amfldesT, ke ks soser,

So smooth and high, no man could win 1 9N B i eomd wellseir sTeugd GeusbsvsdT

A foothold there, no clever trick | &5 Qeten(h sroudés sl Gusrs

Could take us dead or quick, I efip&AGur o wiirGur smse allerailey allemamhdlmg)
Only a bird could have got in. : eflemiphg) 2 6TGeT [GIeMEUHGIET LMEmELILITEY SiT6dT @NLGYID.
______________________ 1

What could they offer us for bait?

Our captain was brave and we were true..
There was a little private gate,

A little wicked wicket gate.

The wizened warder let them through.

Gemrid Gus eTererr gems TSI 2em L (ipu)n?
Sriflenm 61D Hemevesit, HiTEHD 2 eoremio eFyr...
LEMMEUTL 6 (GHMIEUTED OB HHESS YERIGCs
peonGaLmil 95 Tu&E (Wigeurers HsrGer,
SmMOEEHTS STELNTTH LmSalT 2 6TC6T HImHST.
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O nadas1M e St tunneled stone

Grew thin and treacherous as air.
The cause was lost without a groan,
The famous citadel overthrown,
And all its secret galleries bare.

How can this shameful tale be told?
I will maintain until my death
We could do nothing, being sold:

Our only enemy was gold,
And we had no arms to fight it with.

srougstd Lflwefweor end LT Hennfid WningsetIPS.1N
us0IyT(meuedT euEhemeoTILTsd LML (B GumsrGs
LeuidLed 69601 T(prILGS L. Gumiaiyi @lsueme,

uspilE us gremTmers LTl le IHSSIULL G,
Qe TedliungsT Gaumemuowrdl Gursrs.
Lrers6sH @semer 6Ly LaThSMHS 2 mrliGLeT?
LOT6UOTLD 66D (@)SH6menT 6TIES6IT LosuTSelensiTGe LosmmLIGLIsHT
stgled Gaiw @uisailsvsmsy, aflemaGuets L Grmo;
st Goumy eTeusmLdlsvemev FreoTll QLIMMEsTE: GmedT;
YLSBIGET 6TLSSIm S st Gumfl_Ge.

- Edwin Muir = eriefleir (prt
GLOSSARY:
WORDS MEANINGS sl 9550

turret wall

a small tower on top of a castle

Q@ SLL&S0 2 6Ter FmIGaHMTLD

NOWersS people who trim grass and level the SjiuenL.  ClsiiueuT  LedemisELio
lawns LoeoflgT
provender food &oueurld [ 2 euore)]
towering tall towers with openings to shootthe | ainfrwrer Qarggerd | gl dEL
battlements enemies Syl a6r
tier one above the other auflemg euflemaiims
friendly allies helpful or supporting nations or L] Lo s
armed forces
foothold advantageous position LSS58 (LpsrGern)
quick alive eflsmradlen
bait something intended to entice some- o5
one to do something b
wicked evil.or morally wrong Gl L
wicket gate a small gate GmIeuTE6)

wizened ward-
er

an aged or old guard

QUIGTEIT  SHIT6LIEVEIT

maze a winding , intricate confusing path FHOVEHSHLD
treacherous disloyal mTens;| GrrasL
groan lament, cry eer@ | ysolby
citadel a safe and strong fort ajrevor [ Gam emL
overthrown conquered, defeated Cammsle &6
maintain believe Hifeueh [ Lipmoif)
=Send-Yotur-OteshidliargpersSAnsweri<e —PagasslxiNet@gmatcom—



https://www.Padasalai.Net/

‘VW’I‘\ERWBU@%ION S EQ . www.CBSEtips.in

1. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in one
or two sentences each.

a) Who is the narrator in the poem?
One of the soldiers who was in the castle is the narrator of the poem.

b) How long had the soldiers been in the castle?
The soldiers had been in the castle for one summer.

¢) Why were the soldiers in the castle fearless?
The walls were so high and protective. So the soldiers in the castle were fearless.

d) Where were the enemies?
The enemies were half a mile away from the castle.

e) Why does the narrator say that the enemy was no threat at all?

The gates were strong, allies were friendly and the walls were thick;and they were in a distance.
So the narrator assumes that “no man could win” against the towering obstacles.

f) Did the soldiers fight with the enemies face to face?
No, the soldiers did not fight with the enemies face to face.

g) Who had let the enemies in?
The warder of the small gate let the enemies in.

h) How did the enemies enter the castle?
The enemies entered the castle through a little wicked wicket gate.

i) Why were the secret galleries bare?
All the hidden soldiers in the castle were dead. So, the secret galleries were bare.

j) What was the ‘shameful act’?
Here the ‘shameful act’ refers to the soldiers were defeated by their enemies.

k) Why didn’t the narrator want to tell the tale to anybody?
The narrator felt shame to tell the tale to anybody because one of them was sold for gold.

1) Why did the narrator feel helpless?
The narrator felt helpless because the soldiers were sold for gold by one among them.

m) Who was the real enemy?
Greedy was the real'enemy in this poem.

castle - Gam'enL; protective - urgsmiurs; fearless - Luwuflsirn)l; obstacles - semL; warder - smauevsit;  wicket
gate - ypeurssv; galleries - smpeummd; defeated - CompswssiuLmr; Greedy - Guymens.

2. Read the poem again and complete the summary using the words given in box.
Page - 21

Stanzas 1-3

‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir is a moving poem on the (1) capture of a wellguarded (2) castle

The soldiers of the castle were totally stress-free and relaxed. They were (3) confident of their
castle’s physical strength. Through the turrets they were able to watch the mowers and no enemy
was found up to the distance of (4) half-a-kilometre and so they seemed no threat to the castle.
They had (5) plenty of weapons to protect them and a large quantity of (6) ration in stock to
take care of the well-being of the soldiers inside the castle. The soldiers stood one above the
other on the towering (7) watching to shoot the enemy at sight. They believed that the castle was
absolutely safe because their captain was (8) brave and the soldiers were loyal.
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Castle brave
Ration Capture
Plenty confident

Stanzas 46

Even by a trick no one but the birds could enter. The enemy could not use a (9) bait for their
entry inside the castle. But there was a wicket gate guarded by a (10) wicked guard . He (11) let
in the enemies inside the famous citadel that had been known for its secret gallery and intricate
path. The strong castle became(12)_weak and thin because of the greedy disloyal warder. The
(13)_citadel was captured by the enemies for (14) gold The narrator (15) lamented over the
(16)_disloyalty of the useless warder and also decided not to disclose this (17) shameful story
to anyone. He was (18) helpless and wondered how he would keep this truth to himself. He
regretted not finding any (19) weapon to fight with the (20) enemy called ‘gold’.

lamented shameful
wicked guard bait

let gold
weapon citadel
weak disloyalty
helpless enemy

@ rExTuaL PaRAGRAPHS 45 )

3. Read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8-10 sentences
each.

a) How safe was the castle? How was it conquered?

Title : "The Castle"
Author  :.Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egretted with the enemy called Gold.

Character i The Soldiers, The poet

“The castle™ was written by Edwin Muir. In this poem the soldiers did not need to worry
about the threats around them because the “gates,” for instance, “were strong,” and the “walls
were thick,”:So assuming that “no man could win” against the towering obstacles would feel
reasonable. A wicked guard let their enemies inside the castle. The greedy guard did this for gold.

safe - urgiemiy; castle - Gsmlien; conquered - g &AMA&s0U Lg; worry - Lwb@srerst; threats - gFsniSse0;
instance - 2 gmyewid; towering obstacles - gemflougsEn Wrkdsear; wicked guard - sugressd smasvss;  greedy
guard- Guimengs QSMeUOTL SMeL66IT.

b) Bring out the contrasting picture of the castle as depicted in stanzas 3 and 5.

Title : "The Castle”
Author @ Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egretted with the enemy called Gold.

Character : The Soldiers, The poet
=Send-Yotur-OteshidtiargpersSAnswer ey =P adasslalNet@greatcomr—
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www IdatagalemiNathe Castle™ the poet talks about the safety of the castle and haw\t. @ iSEetpsyied.
In third and fifth stanzas he talks about the structure of the castle and how protective it was: and
how the soldiers of the castle were captured. The castle’s gates were strong, their walls were thick
and high no man could win; no clever trick could take the solders or to kill them. Even a bird
feels hard to get in. But there was a wicked warder who let the enemies through a wicket gate
only for gold. This is how the castle was over thrown. Because of disloyalty the famous citadel is
overthrown and the secret galleries were bare.

safety - urgismiy; destroyed - oufissiulLg); structure - gemwliy; protective - urgismiy gefl&Sm; captured -
Mg’ L eori;  gates - sseyser; clever trick - miluwmer w&s); disobility - polsmes g Crmd.

¢) Human greed led to the mighty fall of the citadel. Explain.

Title : "The Castle”
Author  : Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egretted with the enemy called Gold.

Character : The Soldiers, The poet

“The Castle” was written by Edwin Muir. In this poem he talks about the mighty fall of the
citadel. The structure of the castle was very good. The walls‘'were so high and protective. So the
soldiers in the castle were fearless. The gates were strong, allies were friendly and the walls were
thick, “no man could win” against the towering obstacles. But the enemies entered the castle
through a little wicket gate. Even though the captain was brave all the hidden soldiers in the castle
were dead and secret galleries were bare because the wicked guard sold the soldiers for gold.
Thus the castle met its fall.

mighty - usomerr; fearless - Lwuflearn)l; allies - CremT(ssT; bare - srellureng); protective - sm; fearless - sm; wicket
- &, towering - &m; brave - &m; obstacles - .

= Introduction
< Safety of the castle
< (Captured the castle
< Real enemy
< Conclusion

Synopsis

Introduction:

Edwin Muir (1887-1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator and critic. He was
remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a relatively old age, and over the course
of several years worked out an individual, philosophical style for which he gained recognition later
in his life. In his poem ‘The castle’ Edwin Muir reveals the truth that an army is only strong, if its
men can’t be bribed.

Safety of the castle:

The soldiers had been in the castle all through the summer. They were totally stress-free and
relaxed. They had plenty of arms and food to protect the castle. They were confident of their castle’s
physical strength. The castle’s gate was very strong and walls were very thick. Their captain was
brave and the soldiers were loyal.

“Our gates were strong, our wall.................... no man could win.”
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The enemies were half-a-mile away from the castle. But no one could enter the castle. There was
a wicket gate, guarded by a wicked guard. He let in the enemies inside the citadel for gold through
the secret gallery and intricate path. So the strong castle became weak and thin. Thus the citadel was
captured by the enemies because of the greedy disloyal warder.

“The castle was 1oSt ....ooovveeieeiieieiieeaa., famous citadel overthrown”

Real enemy:

The narrator felt that the gold got as bribe by the warder was their real enemy. Without fight, the
castle was captured. So he decided not to disclose this shameful story to anyone.

“They seemed shameful ...... tale be told”

Conclusion:

We can fight with the enemy face to face. But we never defeat the disloyal. So the natrator regretted
for not finding any weapon to fight with the enemy called ‘Gold’.

“How canthis ..................... enemy was gold”
SLOW LEARNERS
Title : "The Castle"”
Author  : Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egrettedwith the enemy called Gold.

Character : The Soldiers, The poet

1. The narrator was a soldier who ledged in a castle
il. They had plenty of arms and food there.
1ii. The Castle’s gate and well were very strong.
iv. Their captain was brave and the soldiers were loyal.
v. So the soldiers were relaxed.
vi. But there was a disloyal warder who guarded the wicket gate.
vii. He let the enemies inside the Citadel for gold.
viii. Thus the Castle was captured.
ix. The narrator decided not to disclose this shameful story to anyone.

4. Read the given lines and answer the questions that follow in a line or two.
a) All through the summer at ease we lay,
And daily from the turret wall
We watched the mowers in the hay
i. < Who does ‘we’ refer to?
“We’ refers to the soldiers.

ii. How did the soldiers spend the summer days?
The soldiers lay at ease and spend the summer days relaxing.

iii. What could they watch from the turret wall?
They could watch the mowers in the hay from the turret wall.

b) Our gates were strong, our walls were thick,
So smooth and high, no man could win.
i. How safe was the castle?
The gates were strong and the walls were thick, smooth and high. So, the castle was safe.

ForrOuestoliPapers-SAmswerKe DD HHD—PaBasakiINet@gmaiteor—
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¢

d)

e

The majesty of the castle was the firm belief of the soldiers.

A foothold there, no clever trick
Could take us dead or quick,
Only a bird could have got in.
i. What was challenging?
The foothold was challenging.
ii. Which aspect of the castle’s strength is conveyed by the above line?

The foothold was challenging and ‘no clever trick could take’ are the aspects in which the
castle’s strength is conveyed.

Oh then our maze of tunneled stone
Grew thin and treacherous as air.
The castle was lost without a groan,
The famous citadel overthrown,

i. Bring out the contrast in the first two lines.
‘Maze of tunneled stone’ and ‘Grew thin and treacherous’ are the contrast in the first two lines.

ii. What happened to the castle?
The castle was overthrown and it was lost.

We could do nothing, being sold.
i. Why couldn’t they do anything?
They couldn’t do anything because they wete sold and their hidden places were shown to the
enemies.
ii. Why did they feel helpless?
‘Being sold’ they felt helpless.

soldiers - afiser; mowers - Lo weflgiser; turret wall - Gam'enLufsir Wgieter m Camyrn; majesty -
sL0ifmb; footholds - smudsg efl; ascepts - ugdaer; conveyed - gflaisse; helpless - Lwesrmm.

5.

a)

b)

Explain the following with reference to the context in about 50-60 words each.
Page-22

They seemed no threat to us at all.

Reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir.

Context This line expresses about the mental state of the soldiers and the strength of
the castle.

Explanation The walls were so high and productive. So the soldiers in the castle were
fearless. They had a brave captain and they have plenty of weapons. So they
seemed no threats to the soldiers.

How can this shameful tale be told?

Reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir.

Context This line shows the guilt of the narrator.

Explanation Even though the castle was strong enough and they had brave leadership they
were captured because one of them sold them for gold. So the narrator felt
shamed to tell the story out.

—PagasslxiNet@gmatcom—
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Reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir.
Context This line says how the narrator wants to hide the secret.
Explanation He was one of the soldiers who were in the protective castle. It was high and

they were quite brave to face their enemies directly but they were killed by
betrayal. They were sold for gold. So, the narrator wanted to maintain the
secret until his death.

d) Our only enemy was gold

Reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by Edwin Muir.
Context This line is says about the greediness of the man.
Explanation The narrator was one of the soldiers who were in the protective castle. It was

high and they were quite brave to face their enemies directly but they were
killed by betrayal. They were sold for gold.-So their only enemy was gold.

6. Read the poem and complete the table with suitable rhyming words.

lay - hay
wall - all
fear - near
load - road
thick - trick
win - in
bait - gate
true - through
stone - groan
air - bare
told - sold
death - with

7. Underline the alliterated words in the following lines.
a) With our arms and provender, load on load.

load - load

b) A little wicked wicket gate.

wicked - wicket

¢) The wizened warder let them through.

wizened - warder
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'The Castle' by Edwin Muir details a past event of a castle’s overtaking through the account of
a soldier who witnessed the castle’s fall, firsthand. The narrator builds atmospheres of confidence
within the castle before the invasion, one that would lead the reader to assume the soldiers who
were at the castle never suspected that such a fall was possible. With the height of the castle
and its fortifications, along with the nearness of “allies” to assist, there was never a doubt in
the soldiers’ minds that their status was sure, not even when logic would have outweighed their
rationale.

The allegorical meaning of the poem is that it is very difficult to protect oneself against greed,
particularly the love of money, instilled in someone’s psyche. That in war there are no rules;

everyone can cheat in order to win, and betrayals may be commonplace.

LISTENING & |

Some phrases have been left out in the poem below. Fill in the missing phrases on listening to
the reading or the audio played by the teacher. You may listen again, if required.

THE SOLDIER

If I should die, think only this of me
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is forever England. There shall be

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed

A dust whom England bore; shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam;
A body of England’s breathing English air,

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.
And think; this heart, all evil shed away,

Apulse in the eternal mind , no less

Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given,
Her sights and sounds ; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace under an English heaven.
- Rupert Brooke
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GOD SEES THE TRUTH, BUT WA|T§ _—
- Leo Tolstoy
SL A6 2_6UITenLOsmIL LTSS, 9y 6ormey [Flgmeurons; @@ésdﬂmrrﬁ.
- e0lGw LmevLmiil
®

BOUT THE AUTHOR g dfwi ¢ifuy
Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Tula Province, Russia.

. He is best known for the novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina

(1877), often cited as pinnacles of realist fiction. He first achieved literary
acclaim in his twenties with his semi-autobiographical trilogy, Childhood,
Boyhood, and Youth and Sevastopol Sketches, based upon his experiences
in the Crimean War. Tolstoy’s fiction includes dozens of short stories and
several novellas such as The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), Family Happiness,

and Hadji Murad. He also wrote plays and numerous philosophical essays.
Tolstoy died on November 20, 1910 in Astapovo, Russia.

e0IGwm LmeveroL_mil megwredesr (B wmlevgley 1828 Qe tbui 9-60 NmBSTT. SLLpsHLLL
ETeUe0S6TTeor eumt gjevorl Liev (1869) Lmmid Yjeworevorm SGlresfleorm (1877) &&ms meiTE LS
QuUDMET. WSTTSSLMET SNLMmETS SHmSSeafla 2 Fas5dld @miuamTs sl GCnGasmer
STLLLTTS @(m&Snmi. snwemiw 20950 auwgisafle gars uGd swsfmsuisn 3
Lip&6TTS GYHNS LHad, mieur L@, sumedlul Lmaid &l BErasEnsaTs @lasslil
aflmaiser Gummeurt. Hiflilweer Gumfled FHULL SDIPFOLIL YFLIIBISEMET Il LILIDL LTSS
@smeior. Sevastopol Sketches-atg umymLl  Gummeurt. LmesvLmuflesr SHemgssT Lo Sy
smasam&aln The Death of Ivan llyich (1886), Family Happiness wmmin Hadji Murad (pgedlw
&yl BTOILSET 2 (TATL SHISTG. HTLSHISERD, LGN S581016 S (mTSEnHD @laur
stdlwerarmi. gaswTellaeter s GuTGsur sTapid @IS0 1910 BeubLT-20[@)60 LmeuanL Ll
Lemmhg eIlLLmi.

——< WARM UP Qw5006 >

If you are punished for a prank your classmate played, how would you react to the situation?
I will take the matter to the head of the school and explain the real thing, with evidences and
witness. [ will try to accept his guilt and regret.

2 6T uGLUS Camypsr C&als @M GUUUSSTS § SamessiulLrn I5s Eblmeoulle B seiamm
QFweou(hieumil?

mrer @ ellesusms Letalls smeaemnulld aHiEsIE CaaGanistT. o 6L S SIS EhHL I
grldlunisGammhid  afeteHE  GaTaGosr. geur S GDINSMS THNISESTETETOID  aIHSSLD
Qaiflafsaan (pwsGeusr.
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W’\ﬂWeF;ﬂgﬁmlwﬁtseek vengeance or feel sorry for themselves, some maw &%%Ftﬂpsstlﬂ

God, forgive others for the wrongs done to them and move on in life. What is your take on
this? Discuss.

Instead of revenging we must do a good thing to the wrong doer. So that he may feel ashamed.
There will be no end for revenge. The poison of enmity will spared. At the same time, the wrong
doer must accept his guilt openly and come forward to crete a friendly situation.

ueir Ll Sissan gomg awmhe 2 aurrayn wWuhluriser. Hor s polNSmEmU sSLalaflLLD
Qasfliumsgiout. sws0sdlims Gohph Ufbsarsmer weTeaflssmmd. WLOHMID MTSEMSMmILS
Q@ar_remd. @& o srayemiw GCsiey srerer? aflaurdssa.

uflemmiGasn@l udens, san QEluamsE HTD @ koo srlusms G&i Calsmr(hi,
@issrmed gieur Glaul sUuu@leurt. LfleMbGuSNE (Piebal @H&ETEI. Lsmsemuilsr allagn (PEmeaTsESLD.
365 GCrrsdle, som Osiuar sarg GONSmS OeuefliumLiwirs goni&osmemm®h mLLimer
tLpiblemevemi o (meurss (Lpsateur Geueor(hid.

ﬁ< v/\(_é'ér(/bé):&la‘ > ~

@emd euswflsgmer gy &mberme s FraGsmer alnad ehm sl Curdlstm. ot
wemeorell gsorm GCurs GeueorL e Glamedpmer. @Tmals sUlLLSHSTS SS5SITD 66T
SHIGHDTT. wyETeT  SeroynGurg wntnrmaenr el g Gl aflGdnm. aifuils,
sre  gimmuilart g o miwsmer Gerlsg QISSS SmNULEDS Q6 SSSlmL
srhsdlspan.  wHGDTH  aallsmr  Geran  Gonsslnsets HoniubGiSsiubEm.
gjou emaliflureling gyeiuiu@GEnm. Hmmpuil 26 g eamhisT SflsSaTOTT. AILGISHE
(petTearGry LF,EU)I]'@L?_U.]I_GUI' (PSlenin  SjemL &l eiLIGUTgID Armiggemer  Qalidmm. L&l
m&Slsafler e sl L aumEng. Sl o sumeowmer Gsmsmsmeafl FsmLowmefld o srerm.
Q&mGaTal s shéasHsSDTT. GmSuiln FmuGurals i Qowyss GHNSMS
QuUUS  Carerdlnm. oy sHamvGerrai<eis allbhsmeosasmer gyememm sliuMSsILGENG.

Kg{gym@m QL HHACWTCHT @mhgl alhH\Smmrr. y

KConsolidation Points) ~\

= Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov lives in Vladimir in Russia .

< He gives up drinking after marriage and he is responsible and liked by all people.

< One day , Aksionov disregards wife's dream and goes to a fair on business.

= }"ll“he police stop him as another merchant was murdered . They find a bloodstained knife in
is bag.

Despite Aksionov's claims,he is sentenced and sent to siberia.

He spends 26 years in Siberia.

He dedicates his life to God.

Other prisoners respect him.

One of the new prisoners was Makar Semyonich.

Overhearing conversations, Aksionov is convinced Makar Semyonich is the actual murderer for|
which he was balmed.

<= A tunnel is dug by an unknown person.

<= Aksionov knew Makar dug it but does not tell it.

<= Finding the attitude of Aksionov, Makar confesses his guilt of murdering the merchant and that

he placed the blood - stained knife in Aksionov's bag.

< Maker informs and confesses to authorities.

< The procedure to release Aksionov begins, but he dies before he receives the order. y
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Here is a story about faith,
forgiveness, freedom and acceptance
of a young merchant named Aksionov,
who was sent to prison for a crime he
didn’t commit.

In the town of Vladimir lived a
young merchant named Ivan Dmitrich
Aksionov. He had two shops and a
house of his own.

Aksionov was a handsome, fair-
haired, curly-headed fellow, full of
fun, and very fond of singing. When
quite a young man he had been given
to drink, and was riotous when he had
had too much; but after he married
he gave up drinking, except now and
then.

One summer Aksionov was going to
the Nizhny Fair, and as he bade good-
bye to his family, his wife said to him,
“Ivan Dmitrich, do not start to-day; 1
have had a bad dream about you.”

Aksionov laughed, and said; “You
are afraid that when I get to the fair |
shall go on a spree.”

His wife replied: “I do not know
what I am afraid of; all I know is
that [ had.a bad dream. I dreamt you
returned. from the town, and when
you took -off your cap I saw that
your hair was quite grey.”

Aksionov laughed. “That’s a lucky
sign,” said he. “See if I don’t sell out
all my goods, and bring you some
presents from the fair.”

So he said good-bye to his family,
and drove away.

@RiGs QMm SIS, g;rrGoT Ceiurg e

@mmg;g‘;]maarrasé eﬂsmmaa@ eiuiucL,  g&enGermsyl,
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2 Leorum(® LmPILSTELD.

oflermg i masiled @euretr gLl fE g{&ism(BGUTrrsu
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Wil Weh APRAEPL NS led half-way, he

met a merchant whom he knew, and
they put up at the same inn for the
night. They had some tea together, and
then went to bed in adjoining rooms.
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Then he made his way across to the |  Ulsrenr gieusir sLpg Glsogun auflildaig (b
landlord of the inn (who lived in a 1 e0&&EH  derymure @« dnflwgso ks
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When he had gone about twenty-
five miles, he stopped for the horses
to be fed. Aksionov rested awhile in
the passage of the inn, then he stepped
out into the porch, and, ordering a
samovar to be heated, got out his
guitar and began to play.

Suddenly a troika drove up with :
tinkling bells and an official alighted,
followed by two soldiers. He came to :
Aksionov and began to question him,
asking him who he was and whence !
he came. Aksionov answered him :
fully, and said, “Won’t you have some
tea with me?” But the official went !
on cross-questioning him and asking :
him. “Where did you spend last night?
Were you alone, or with a fellow- !
merchant? Did you see the other :
merchant this morning? Why did you 1
leave the inn before dawn?” :

Aksionov wondered why he was
asked all these questions, but he
described all that had happened, and
then added, “Why do you cross-
question me as if [ were a thief or a
robber? I am travelling on business
of my own, and there is no need to
question me.”
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WA REBIRERN Ehiling the soldiers,

said, “I am the police-officer of this
district, and I question you because the
merchant with whom you spent last
night has been found with his throat
cut. We must search your things.”

They entered the house. The soldiers
and the police-officer unstrapped
Aksionov’s luggage and searched it.
Suddenly the officer drew a knife out
of a bag, crying, “Whose knife is this?”

Aksionov looked, and seeing a
blood-stained knife taken from his
bag, he was frightened.

Aksionov tried to answer, but
could hardly utter a word, and only
stammered:  “I--don’t  know--not
mine.” Then the police-officer said:
“This morning the merchant was found
in bed with his throat cut. You are the
only person who could have done it.
The house was locked from inside,
and no one else was there. Here is this
blood-stained knife in your bag.and
your face and manner betray you! Tell
me how you killed him, and how much
money you stole?”

Aksionov swore he had not done it;
that he had not seen the merchant after
they had had tea together; that he had
no money.except eight thousand rubles
of his own, and that the knife was not
his. But hisivoice was broken, his face
pale, and he trembled with fear as
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soldiers to bind Aksionov and to put
him in the cart. As they tied his feet
together and flung him into the cart,
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M AIKRBREY  limself and wept.

His money and goods were taken from
him, and he was sent to the nearest town
and imprisoned there. Enquiries as to
his character were made in Vladimir.
The merchants and other inhabitants
of that town said that in former days
he used to drink and waste his time,
but that he was a good man. Then the
trial came on: he was charged with
murdering a merchant from Ryazan,
and robbing him of twenty thousand
rubles.

His wife was in despair, and did not
know what to believe. Her children
were all quite small; one was a baby
at her breast. Taking them all with her,
she went to the town where her husband
was in jail. At first she was not allowed
to see him; but after much begging, she
obtained permission from the officials,
and was taken to him. When she saw her
husband in prison-dress and in chains,
shut up with thieves and criminals,
she fell down, and did not come to her
senses for a long time. Then she drew
her children to her, and sat down near
him. She told him of things at home,
and asked about what had happened
to him. He told her all, and she-asked,
“What can we do now?”

“We must petition the Czar not to let
an innocent man perish.”

His wife told him that she had sent a
petition to the Czar, but it had not been
accepted.

Aksionov: did not reply, but only
looked downcast.

Then his wife said, “It was not for
nothing I dreamt your hair had turned
grey. You remember? You should not
have started that day.” And passing
her fingers through his hair, she said:
“Vanya dearest, tell your wife the truth;
was it not you who did it?”
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WY RRRAsakY, Nelkspect me!” said
Aksionov, and, hiding his face in his
hands, he began to weep. Then a soldier
came to say that the wife and children
must go away; and Aksionov said good-
bye to his family for the last time.

When they were gone, Aksionov
recalled what had been said, and when
he remembered that his wife also had
suspected him, he said to himself,
“It seems that only God can know
the truth; it is to Him alone we must
appeal, and from Him alone expect
mercy.”

And Aksionov wrote no more
petitions; gave up all hope, and only
prayed to God.

Aksionov was condemned to be
flogged and sent to the mines. So he
was flogged with a knot, and when the
wounds made by the knot were healed,
he was driven to Siberia with other
convicts.

For twenty-six years Aksionov lived
as a convict in Siberia. His hair turned
white as snow, and his beard grew
long, thin, and grey. All his mirth went;
he stooped; he walked slowly, spoke
little, and never laughed, but he often
prayed.

In prison Aksionov learnt to make
boots; and earned a little money, with
which he bought The Lives of the
Saints. He read this book when there
was light enough in the prison; and on
Sundays in the prison-church he read
the lessons and sang in the choir; for
his voice was still good.
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The prison authorities liked Aksionov
for his meekness, and his fellow-
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ﬁﬁ‘é’gﬁgé‘fi@sﬁ?&!@t’eﬁ'%ﬁm they called
him “Grandfather,” and “The Saint.”
When they wanted to petition the
prison authorities about anything,
they always made Aksionov their
spokesman, and when there were
quarrels among the prisoners they
came to him to put things right, and to
judge the matter.

No news reached Aksionov from
his home, and he did not even know
if his wife and children were still
alive.

One day a fresh gang of convicts
came to the prison. In the evening
the old prisoners collected round
the new ones and asked them what
towns or villages they came from,
and what they were sentenced for.
Among the rest Aksionov sat down
near the newcomers, and listened
with downcast air to what was said.

One of the new convicts, a tall,
strong man of sixty, with a closely-
cropped grey beard, was telling the
others what be had been arrested
for.

“Well, friends,” he said, “I only
took a horse that was tied to a sledge,
and I was arrested and accused. of
stealing. I said I had only taken it
to get home quicker; and had then
let it go; besides, the driver was a
personal friend of mine. So I said,
‘It’s all right.” “No,” said they, ‘you
stole it.” But how or where I stole
it they_ could not say. I once really
did something  wrong, and ought
by rights to have come here long
ago, but that time I was not found
out. Now I have been sent here for
nothing at all... Eh, but it’s lies I'm
telling you; I’ve been to Siberia
before, but I did not stay long.”

“Where are you from?” asked
some one.
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WA rRORsa1al Ny family are of

that town. My name is Makar, and
they also call me Semyonich.”
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seen Aksionov before; but Makar
Semyonich did not reply. He only
said: “It’s wonderful that we should
meet here, lads!”
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Aksionov raised his head and said: | Sj&mGammel SeraumLL Smemw 2 wisd ojeuefl o
“Tell me, Semyonich, do you know 1 GaslLmi, Semowmefs, ﬂmai@ @EUTQJ G]&rra)gurmaam
anything of the merchants Aksionov | oflermg fifler,  iGevCermey  LOYID  YEUBTE  FTIHS
of Vladimir? Are they still alive?” | ousnflsigemer upfl o hisEhsE osmag Ggflyor?
| Qeurser @eenid 2 ullmLeT @(mSHmTTSaTT?”
———————————————————— l——————————————————————————————-
“Know them? Of course I do. The : “Q&iflwom—eur? “;f,]&&mmrraa(ﬂﬁu Lil& Lr,ﬁrrrmrraa TS S
Aksionovs are rich, though their | @&l g&emGerme GHLWUSSTT LswTé TS, 676t gD
father is in Siberia: a sinner like 1 SuisEpmLL  ghogur  mealdfiumails - Glmadnm.
ourselves, it seems! As for you, ! menwl GureGer S e Umeud GlFLGouT TeGm
Gran’dad, how did you come here?” | Gaffing! o hsafld Gol &HCmsr, | sr&sT, Ehisar
| 6TEOTENT SUMISSTS @IhIGs eULSTST? STETMTT LST 6T6T
1 SemowmeoflE.
____________________ Femmmm e e e e m - - - - - = - - - = 1
Aksionov did not like to speak of : _c“’iéf““(gm”é-' g’ﬁh@lﬂ{"—l‘-‘ 915”55(355”"—5‘5"—[3(@5&“1{“6)
his misfortune. He only sighed, and Lt Gug  eflpLodgimeme Wolligepss wLED  aflL®
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ison these twenty-six years.” 1 SpeTOSaTe | e ool GlGHs) e ()
prison : I @(m&SCme eTeoTMMIT.
____________________ I . I O U U
‘What sins?” asked Makar Semyonich : 6T6OT6OT _LITEUMISET 6T6ord GalLmeor L&T Semiowimeils
____________________ r-——2 - - -
But Aksionov only said, “Well, ! 6OTIT6D, SS6eGenTel “TbeDeG, VUG — BTG Si6DS
well--I must have deserved it!” He : BumuiuGSSullmées Gasr@id (deserved) stsormi L Gl
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companions told the newcomers how ! IO, gpemed gt medfurails  QlEgas CHILS
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Aksionov came to be in Siberia; how A : Cormeller Q) oo, G
had killed a merchant, and 1 2Ab05  soSou  baGemelisr o GLGaTnL B
someone ) ey ousgl el hE Gesimgin, G oybfldlure (unjustify)
had put the knife among Aksionov’s | o senGarmes @mmamafiures SiftuaflSeIULL I 6Ty
thlpgsa and Aksionov, had been | STETLIDBEILEOEITLD iU GenLLL  Slewm  GevoTLIfe6T L)
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I
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When Makar Semyonich heard this, : W& Semiowwmestle @smg,éa CaLGurs), g{éasm(ﬂmrrsi_lsmsu
he looked at Aksionov, slapped his | 2-DOI0 UTTSSTET, S6TEQIEHL LI (LPLBISTEOl60 2 FTETEIEHELITE
own knee, and exclaimed, “Well, this 1 S|pd8&6@aTan@H, o muissiCuGSHn  Gudlammer,”
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WYRYsEaGasaidl- iglde Aksionov |
wonder whether this man knew !
who had killed the merchant; so he :
said, “Perhaps, Semyonich, you ,
have heard of that affair, or maybe 1
you’ve seen me before?” :

“How could I help hearing? The 1
world’s full of rumours. But it’s a :
long time ago, and I’ve forgotten ,
what | heard.” !

]

“Perhaps you heard who killed :
the merchant?”” asked Aksionov. I

Makar Semyonich laughed, and ,
replied: “It must have been him in 1
whose bag the knife was found! If !
some one else hid the knife there,
‘He’s not a thief till he’s caught,’
as the saying is. How could any
one put a knife into your bag while
it was under your head? It would
surely have woke you up.”

1
|
1
|
1
|
|
|
1
When Aksionov heard these !
words, he felt sure this was the |
man who had killed the merchant. |
He rose and went away. All that 1
night Aksionov lay awake. :
He felt terribly unhappy, and_all :
sorts of images rose in his mind.
There was the image of his wife.as 1
she was when he parted from her !
to go to the fair. He saw her as if :
she were present; her face and her ,
eyes rose beforehim; he heard her !
speak and laugh. Then'he saw his :
children, quite little, as they were ,
at that time: one'with a little cloak 1
on, another at his mother’s breast. !
And then he remembered himself |
as he used to be—young and merry. |
He remembered how he sat playing !
the guitar in the porch of the inn :
where he was arrested, and how ,
free from care he had been. He 1
saw, in his mind, the place where :
he was flogged, the executioner, ,
and the people standing around; 1
the chains, the convicts, all the !
twenty-six years of his prison :
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MWh@dasakiMature old age.
The thought of it all made him so
wretched that he was ready to kill
himself.

“And it’s all that villain’s
doing!” thought Aksionov. And
his anger was so great against
Makar Semyonich that he longed
for vengeance, even if he himself
should perish for it. He kept
repeating prayers all night, but
could get no peace. During the
day he did not go near Makar
Semyonich, nor even look at him.

A fortnight passed in this way.
Aksionov could not sleep at night,
and was so miserable that he did
not know what to do.

One night as he was walking
about the prison he noticed some
earth that came rolling out from
under one of the shelves on which
the prisoners slept. He stopped
to see what it was. Suddenly
Makar Semyonich crept out from
under the shelf, and looked up at
Aksionov with a frightened face.
Aksionov tried to pass without
looking at him, but Makar seized
his hand and told him that he had
dug a hole under the wall, getting
rid of the earth by putting it into
his high-boots, and emptying it
out every day on the road when
the prisoners were driven to their
work.

“Just.you keep quiet, old man,
and you shall get out too. If you
blab, they’ll flog the life out of
me, but I will kill you first.”

Aksionov trembled with anger
as he looked at his enemy. He
drew his hand away, saying, “I
have no wish to escape, and you
have no need to kill me; you
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NYMAY- RRORSREASMETAs to telling of
you--I may do so or not, as God shall
direct.”

Next day, when the convicts were
led out to work, the convoy soldiers
noticed that one or other of the
prisoners emptied some earth out of
his boots. The prison was searched
and the tunnel found. The Governor
came and questioned all the prisoners
to find out who had dug the hole.
They all denied any knowledge of it.
Those who knew would not betray
Makar Semyonich, knowing he
would be flogged almost to death. At
last the Governor turned to Aksionov
whom he knew to be a just man, and
said:

“You are a truthful old man; tell
me, before God, who dug the hole?”

Makar Semyonich stood as if he
were quite unconcerned, looking at
the Governor and not so much as
glancing at Aksionov. Aksionov’s
lips and hands trembled, and for a
long time he could not utter a word.
He thought, “Why should I screen
him who ruined my life? Let him
pay for what I have suffered. But if
I tell, they will probably flog the life
out of him, and maybe I suspect him
wrongly. And, aftercall, what good
would it be to me?”

“Well, .old man;” repeated the
Governor, “tell methe truth: who has
beendigging under the wall?”

Aksionov  glanced at Makar
Semyonich, and said, “I cannot say,
your honour. It is not God’s will that
I should tell! Do what you like with
me; [ am your hands.”

However much the Governor tried,
Aksionov would say no more, and so
the matter had to be left.
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V\’thrﬂgﬂﬁalgfre}lle%ksionov was lying
on his bed and just beginning to doze,
someone came quietly and sat down on
his bed. He peered through the darkness
and recognised Makar.

“What more do you want of me?”” asked
Aksionov. “Why have you come here?”

Makar Semyonich was silent. So
Aksionov sat up and said, “What do you
want? Go away, or [ will call the guard!”
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Makar Semyonich bent close over
Aksionov, and whispered, “Ivan
Dmitrich, forgive me!”

“It was I who killed the merchant and
hid the knife among your things. I meant
to kill you too, but I heard a noise outside,
so I hid the knife in your bag and escaped
out of the window.”

Aksionov was silent, and did not know
what to say. Makar Semyonich slid off
the bed-shelf and knelt upon the ground.
“Ivan Dmitrich,” said he, “forgive me!
For the love of God, forgive me! I will
confess that it was I who killed the
merchant, and you will be released and
can go to your’home.”

“It 18 easy for you to talk,” said
Aksionovy “but I have suffered for you
these twenty-six years. Where could
I go to now?... My wife is dead, and
my children have forgotten me. I have
nowhere to go...”

Makar Semyonich did not rise, but beat |

his head on the floor. “Ivan Dmitrich,
forgive me!” he cried. “When they
flogged me with the knot it was not so
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YA Beasakalt ¥eto see you
now ... yet you had pity on me,
and did not tell. For Christ’s
sake forgive me, wretch that I
am!” And he began to sob.

When Aksionov heard him
sobbing he, too, began to weep.
“God will forgive you!” said he.
“Maybe I am a hundred times
worse than you.” And at these
words his heart grew light, and
the longing for home left him.
He no longer had any desire to
leave the prison, but only hoped
for his last hour to come.

In spite of what Aksionov
had said, Makar Semyonich
confessed his guilt. But when
the order for his release came,
Aksionov was already dead.
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GLOSSARY:

WORDS

MEANINGS

sl o|i&sin

g0 on a spree

indulging in something actively in
an unrestrained way

Glesae’ B seaflur’ L Curheaug)

porch portico SITLPEUITLD
samovar a Russian metal urn for making tea | Ga&réaeveir
troika(in a cart pulled by a team of three eyeiTnl GSenraeTmil @)Ws&&F GasmliLbid

olden Russia)

horses

R oy

to speak haltingly, fumble for

stammer words $&d) dlewrlesrmenr

betray fail, let one down &M s GarhEsen

despair hopelessness BO&ms @lnhE

downcast depressed LO6TT(LP6L_TE&5)

flog to beat with a whip or stick SHENSLILY

mirth cheerfulness L&Lp&S)
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wretched dejected LOTTS(&)6M6V6
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1.

a)

b)

g)

h)

D

Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your
understanding of the story. Page-31

Why did Aksionov’s wife stop him from going to the fair?

Aksionov’s wife had a bad dream about him. So she stopped him from going to the fair.

What is the importance of Aksionov’s wife dream?

The importance of Aksionov’s wife was that when her husband returned home, she saw his hair
was quite grey.

What made Aksionov leave the inn before dawn?

Aksionov’s slept earlier and wished to travel while it was still. This made Aksionov leave the inn
before dawn.

What were the cirucumstances that led to Aksionov’s imprisonment?

Both Aksionov and the merchant stayed in the inn the same night. Aksionov left the inn before
the dawn and a blood stained knife was found in Aksionov’s bag:These circumstances led to
Aksionov’s imprisonment.

Why did Aksionov give up sending petitions?

The petition sent by Aksionov’s wife to the Czar had not been acecepted. His wife too suspected
him and so she asked him to tell the truth. Aksionov was greatly worried. He gave up sending
petition.

Why didn’t Makar disclose that he had killed the merchant?

Makar did not want to reveal the truth as he had killed the merchant. He knew that the murder
happened a long time ago.

Did Makar feel guilty when he heard Aksionov’s story?
Yes, Makar felt guilty when he heard Aksiomov’s story.

What made Aksionov think that Makar was the real murderer?

When Makar heard about the story of Aksionov, he laughed and said that it was wonderful. But
he said nothing more. This made Aksionov think that Makar was the real murderer.

What was Aksionov’s realization by the end of the story?

Aksionov realized bythe end of the story that God would forgive Makar. He also thought that he
might be a worse sinner than Markar.

Why did Aksionov’s wife suspect him of involvement in the murder?

When Aksionov’s wife said that the Czar had not accepted her petition, he did not reply but only
looked dewncast. So she suspected of his involvement in the murder.

fair- sens; quite grey - pueausid Borss; dawn - aflipwupstene; blood stained - @T658 smpLehs; circumstances
- gl (phlemeuser; imprisonment - Semeuraid; petition - weay; reveal - CQaueflliubhisg; guilty - @Hme ewriey.

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS gy .

2,
a)

b)

Answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. Page-31

Did the police officer have sufficient evidence to convict Aksionov?

The merchant with whom Aksionov spent the previous night had been found with his throat cut.
When Aksionov’s luggage was searched, a blood stained knife was taken from a bag. On seeing
it Aksionov was frightened. So the police officer had sufficient evidence to convict Aksionov.

What impact did the book “The Lives of Saint's have on Aksionov?

Aksionov read the book. “The lives of Saints” when there was light enough in prison. On Sunday
in the prison church he read lessons and he sang in the choir. The book made him humble and
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wwileRaddsalpiibéet authorities liked him and his fellow prisoners respectedvinmy @8 SeHigab um
“Grandfather” and “ The saint” Aksionov became their spokesman and settled all the quarrels
among the prisoners.

¢) Pick out the clues that convey that Makar Semyonich recognized Aksionov?
Markar Semyonich asked Aksionov how he came to Siberia. Aksionov did not like to speak of
his misfortune. But his companions told Makar how he came there. They said that someone had
killed a merchant and had put the knife among Akisonov’s things. Akisonov had been unjustly
punished. These are the clues that convey that Makar Semyonich recognized Aksionov.

threat cut - swssnissiu’@); frightened - Lwiu@Bgeo; widence - smdlud; convict - @ombar LU’ ®; choir
- @ossEw;, humble - eaflmwwmer; misfortune - girdias_wrer; companions - o | efmiusiigst; unjustify -
giflwmuors;  spokesman - Gr&HiRS; quarrels - FsorenLseir.

@ exTuaL ParaGRAPHS i () page-31

3. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each.

a) Compare and contrast the main characters in the story, Aksionov and Makar Semyonich.

Title : "God Sees the Truth, But Waits"
Author  : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : 6od would forgive the murderer

Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Aksionov, a young merchant of Vladimir was sent to prison for a crime he didn’t commit. He
was rich and had two shops and a house of his.own. He was a handsome fair haired, curly headed
person full of fun and very fond of singing. Before marriage he drank too much but after marriage he
gave up drinking. Once he was arrested for a murder he did not commit. He was condemmed to be
flogged and sent to the mines. He lived as a convict in Siberia for a Twenty six years. Even his wife
suspected him to be a murderer. So he was totally upset and became silent. But he had faith in God.
He bought “The Lives of the Saints' with.the money he had earned inprison. He read this book and
attended the church in prison on:Sundays. He was respected by hhis companions and he was called
as “Grandfather” and “ The Saint”. He waited patiently in prison.

Makar Semyonich was a born.criminal. He was cruel to the extent of murdering a merchant and
stealing away a lot of money from him. So he should have come to Siberia for the murder. But he
escaped. Now he had come to Siberia for no crime. Here we find the justice of God. God sees the
truth but waits. Finally Makar confessed his crime to Aksionov. In this story there is virtue versa
vice. Virtue wins.

commit - Qgiig; handsome - gamer; arrested - sz GFiwiL’L; condemned - semedsiu’L; suspected -
shGsslu (), convict - @omid em’L iU’ (; companions - o LeflmluaiissT; virtue - poGrssid.

b) How did Aksionov react when his wife suspected him?

Title : "God Sees the Truth, But Waits"
Author  : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : 6od would forgive the murderer

Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov, was a young merchant in Vladmir. One summer he was going to the
Nizhny Fair. His wife asked him not to start that day because she had a bad dream about him. In her
dream she saw him returning home with grey hair. But he did not listen to her. He went on his travel.
On the way he stayed with another merchant in the same inn. Soon he was arrested by the police for
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murdeHagddbal aiddeliant. Money had been stolen from the merchant and a blowd\sta{@BSKiifis was
taken among the things of Aksionov. Aksionov could not prove his innocence. He was flogged and
imprisoned.

His wife and children came to see Aksionov. She was allowed to see him for a short while.
She explained to him everything that happened at home justly. She asked him to tell her the truth.
Aksionov was shocked to know that his wife too suspected him. He hid his face in his hands and
began to weep. Aksionov said goodbye to his family for that last time.

dream - serey; prove - flenly; innocence - seamussirenn; flogged - uTsswrs; imprisoned - fomauran; suspect-
ahGasiulL; explain - eflouflsse.

¢) Describe the life of Aksionov in prison.

Title : "God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author  : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer

Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife.and companions

Aksionov was living in prison for a crime he did not commit. He had been in prison for 26years.
In prison Aksionov learnt to make boots, and earned a little money. He bought “ The Lives of the
Saints” with the money. He read the book. On Sundays he.read the lessons in the prison church.
He sang in the choir. The prison authorities liked Aksionov for his:-meekness. His fellow prisoners
respected him and called him “Grandfather” and “ The Saint”. He was the spokesman of his fellow
prisoners.

One day fresh gang of convicts arrived. Among them, a tall strong man of sixty told the others
what he had been arrested for. He recognized Aksionov and told him that it was he who murdered
the merchant and put the blood stained knife among his things. On hearing this Aksionov’s anger
was great against Makar for vengeance. Makar begged Aksionov to forgive him and began to weep.
At these words, Aksionov’s heart grew light. Makar confessed his guilt. But when the order for his
release came, Aksionov was already dead.

meakness - sngiourer; spokesman - GrHfH); gang - @u; convicts - Gomeursflser; recognized - gmiwmaTid
sTemred; anger - Gamuin; vengiance - ufis@lugl; confussed - p55150smTERs0; guilt - @hmid.

d) Why did Aksionov decide not to reveal the truth about Makar Semeyonich?

Title : “6od Sees the Truth, But Waits"
Author  : Leo Tolstoy
Theme i God would forgive the murderer

Character . Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Aksionov was in prison in Siberia for 26 years. Once a fresh gang of prisoners arrived. Among
them there was a tall strong man of sixty called Makar Semyonich. He soon recognized Aksionov to
be the innoecent merchant. It was Maker who did the Murder and put the blood stained knife among
Aksionov’s things.

Makar found Aksionov a good and pious man. So one day he met Aksionov and knelt before
him. He confessed his guilt. He begged him to forgive him in the name of God and began to weep.
The act of Makar made Aksionov feel pity on him. He forgave him immediately his heart grew light
and his longing for the home left him. Aksionov knew there was no use of revealing the truth about
Makar. His wife had died. His children had grown up. So there was no place for him to go. Besides
he did not want to get Makar punished any more.

innocent - gurell/ @omwnm; pious - usSwerer/ eflgomer; immediately - 2.1 Ger; pity - s@memeer/ @rsei;
longing - e&aid.
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e)RisPasiatda¢ankeiing and importance of the saying “God sees the Truth BatWGBSELips.in
g g p

Title : "6od Sees the Truth, But Waits"
Author  : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer

Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov was a good merchant. He was arrested for murdering a merchant for
money. He was sent to Siberia as a convict. He lived there for twenty six years.

God knew that Aksionov had been punished for a crime he did not commit. In prison-he read
“The Lives of the Saints”. He had been praying to God. God had been waiting for 26 years to prove
that Aksionov was not guilty. A new set of criminals arrived, among them was one eriminal named
Makar Semyonich.

It was Makar who murdered the merchant and put the blood stained knife among the things
of Aksionov. He recognized Aksionov to be the innocent merchant. It was God who led Makar to
confess his crime before Aksionov. Makar met Aksionov and confessed his crime. He begged to
forgive him for the love of God and began to weep. Aksionov forgave him. He felt that his heart
grew light and longing for home left him. God had waited to choose the right time to reveal the truth.

convicts - @mmeurafl; punished - semesse; criminals - Gomamsfiser; confessed - @&s50smsTEn; begged -
ety GeoTetr;  weep - 9|wsev; reveal - Geuefl&lameamiss.

f) Forgiveness is the best form of revenge. Substantiate the statement with reference to the story.

Title : "God Sees the Truth, But Waits"
Author  : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : 6od would forgive the murderer

Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Forgiveness is the best form of revenge. Forgiveness brings about a great change in the life of
the person who did harm to us. He may change to be a good man and sometimes he will give up the
idea of doing evill to others forever. But revenge will lead to further enmity with us and we will go
on doing evils. They won’t stop. [tis only forgiveness that stops all evils.

In this story Aksionov came to know that Makar had done the murder. But he did not want take
revenge on. However Makar’s mind changed. He came to Aksionov and begged to forgive him for
the love of God. He began to weep. Aksionov forgave whole-heartedly. As a result his heart grew
light and the longing for-home left Aksionov. Forgiving a criminal made Aksionov live and die
peacefully.

forgiveness - werssfliy; harm - Qs@®izo; enmity - umssm; evils - Qs@Osm; whole-heartedly - (e sir;
peacefully - flibwdwrs.

SYNOPSIS

Introduction

Life of Aksionov

Wife’s dream
Imprisonment of Aksionov
Real murderer
Conclusion
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Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Tula Province, Russia. He is best known for the
novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877), often cited as pinnacles of realist fiction.
The story “God Sees the Truth, But Waits” was written by Leo Tolstoy. The story reveals that we
must do a good thing to the wrong doer, instead of revenging.

Life of Aksionov:

Ivan DmitrichAksionov was a young merchant and lived with his family in Vladimir. He was the
best singer. He had the virtuous qualities such as faith, forgiveness, freedom and acceptance.

“Aksionov laughed. “That’s a lucky sign,” said he.

Wife’s dream:

His wife had a bad dream about him. She dreamt that Aksionov had returned from the town with
grey hair. Grey hair is a symbol of bad omen. So she feared and tried to stop him from going to the
Nizhny Fair.

“So you, too, suspect me!” said Aksionov, and, hiding his face in his hands, he began to weep”

Imprisonment of Aksionov:

But Aksionov went to the fair. On his way, he met a merchant. But the merchant was killed.
Aksionov was imprisoned. Since he was suspected for killing the merchant. He was sentenced for
26 years, even though he did not commit any crime. He was sent to work in the mines of Siberia. He
grew old there.

“We must petition the Czar not to let an innocent man perish.”

Life of Aksionov in prison:

He gave up all his hope. He learnt to make boots and earned a little money with which he bought
the book, “The lives of the Saint”. He used to read this book. On Sundays, in the prison- church
he read the lessons and sang on the choir. His fellow - prisoners respected and called him “Grand
father” and “The Saint”. All the prison authorities liked him for his meekness.

“For my sins L have been in prison these twenty-six years.”

Real murderer:

One day Aksionov met Makar Semyonich. He found out the truth that Makar was the real killer.
But he saved Makar from the officials when he tried to escape. Makar confessed his crime, he
forgave him.

“Perhaps you heard who Kkilled the merchant?” asked Aksionov.

Conclusion:

Thus the title reflects in this story that every decision of God needs enough time. We should wait
for the truth to win. Faith in God gives us the answer to all our problems as the title says ‘God, sees
the truth, but waits.’

“In spite of what Aksionov had said, Makar Semyonich confessed his guilt”

SLOW LEARNERS

Title : "God Sees the Truth, But Waits"
Author  : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer

Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

—Sene ¥etrOuestioliPapers- 8 Answer KTk HHB—Patas sl INet@grmaitcorm—


https://www.Padasalai.Net/

wwiwAedasakaivdsts merchant in Vladimir. www.CBSEtips.in
1. He wanted to go to the Nizhny Fair.
iii. His wife had a bad dream of his journey.
iv. On his way, he met a merchant.
v. The merchant was killed.
vi. The police arrested and sent Aksionov to Siberia.
vil. 26 years passed and he grew old.
viii. He believed in good only.
ix. One day, he met Makar Semyonich.
x. He come to know Makar was the real killer.
xi. He saved Makar from the officials when Makar tried to escape.
xil. Makar felt his guilt and admitted his crime.
xiii. Aksionov forgave Makar.
xiv. He accepted the truth attained self-realization and died in peace.

4. Using the mind map given below, write a brief summary of the story in your own
words. Page-32

A!(sionov liveq with his His wife tried to stop him The local police officer
wife and children. He |5 |pecause she had a bad » arrested and charged him
decided to make a trip to dream. with murder.
the fair.
Y
Aksionov frequently He was sent to work in the A petition of mercy was
prayed to God. He bought ¢ mines< of Siberia. He grew |« turned down and he felt
the book "The lives of the old. there. devastated.
Saints' in prison.
Y
Aksionov was expected by Aksionov found out Aksionov forgave
all the inmates due to-his | the truth about Makar. Semeyonich, accepted
gentle behaviour. One day 7| Eventually Makar » the truth, attained self
he met Makar Seméyonich. Semeyonich admitted his realization and died in
crime. peace.

Aksionov.is a merchant living in Vladimir. One day he decides to go to a fair as a business
venture, but his wife pleads for him not to go because of her dream. Aksionov disregards his
wife’s dream and leaves for the fair. He meets another merchant on his way, and the two decide
to travel together. They check into an inn and have a good time drinking. Both stays in the
same inn. The next morning Aksionov starts from there earlier one the way, Aksionov stops
and is approached by a few policemen. They explain that a merchant was just murdered and
robbed. Aksionov is sentenced and sent to Siberia. He is well respected by the other prisoners
as well as by the guards. One day some new prisoners, one of them being Makar Semyonich,
are transferred to the prison. After overhearing several conversations, Aksionov is convinced
that Makar Semyonich is the man who committed the murder for which he was blamed. Makar
Semyonich approaches Aksionov and told that it was he who killed the merchant. Aksionov
forgives him. However, Aksionov dies before he can be released.
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