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ÝòˆîŠðì™Warm up

  Life is full of ups and downs. It has pleasant surprises as well as rude shocks. Nevertheless, 
every incident offers a lesson for us to learn and evolve into better individuals. Page - 1

  õ£›‚¬è ãŸøˆî£›¾èœ G¬ø‰î¶ ñA›„CI‚è MòŠ¹èÀ‹ ªè£´¬ñò£ù ÜF˜„CèÀ‹ 
ªè£‡ì¶. ÜŠð® Þ¼‰¶‹ åšªõ£¼ Gè›¾‹ ï£‹ èŸÁ‚ªè£œ÷ å¼ ð£ìˆ¬îˆ î¼Aø¶, 
«ñ½‹ Cø‰î îQïðó£è ñ£ø ê‰î˜Šðˆ¬î»‹ ÜO‚A¡ø¶.

  	Mention some unexpected challenges or adversities one could face in life.

Turning of the mobile phone and the 
card at the meeting

Getting struck in a stormSurround by Thieves

Rescuing friends drowning 
in the river

  å¼õ˜ î‹ õ£›‚¬èJ™ âF˜ªè£œÀ‹ âF˜ð£ó£î êõ£™èœ Ü™ô¶ Þ‚è†´èœ (èwìƒèœ) 
CôõŸ¬ø °PŠH´è.

Ã†ìˆF™ Ü¬ô«ðC¬ò»‹, î£Qòƒ° 
Þò‰Fó  Ü†¬ì¬ò»‹ Þö‰¶ M´î™

¹òL™ C‚A‚ ªè£œÀî™F¼ì˜è÷£™ ÅöŠð´î™

ÝŸP™ Í›°‹ ï‡ð˜è¬÷‚ 
è£Šð£ŸÁî™

Prose

  
              
             
             
           

about the author    ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

                 Archibald Joseph Cronin (1896–1981) was a Scottish novelist, dramatist 
and physician. A doctor by training, Cronin was one of the most renowned 
storytellers of the twentieth century. Many of his stories have emerged from 
his medical career and are noted for their narrative skill, deep social conscience 
and finely drawn characters. Cronin’s books were not only bestsellers but some 
of them (such as The Citadel and The Keys of the Kingdom) were made into 
successful films and were adapted for radio and television. His novel a Country 
Doctor was adapted for a long running BBC radio and TV series.

     Ýó„CŠð£™† «ü£êŠ °«ó£Q¡ (1896 & 1981) vè£†ô£‡¬ì„ «ê˜‰î ï£õ™ ÝCKò˜, 
ï£ìè ÝCKò˜ ñŸÁ‹ ðJŸC ªðŸø ñ¼ˆ¶õ˜ Ýõ£˜. °«ó£Q¡ Þ¼ðî£‹ ËŸø£‡®¡ 
IèŠ ¹è›ªðŸø èî£CKò˜èO™ å¼õ˜ Ýõ£˜ Þõ¼¬ìò è¬îèO™ ðô è¬îèœ, ñ¼ˆ¶õ 
ªî£N™ â¡ø Ü®Šð¬ìJ™ Þ¼‰¶ àFˆî¬õ ñŸÁ‹ õ˜í¬ùˆ Fø¡ Ýöñ£ù êÍè 
àí˜¾ ÜöAò º¬øJ™ Ü¬ñ‚èŠð†ì ð£ˆFóƒèœ ºîLò¬õ °PŠHìˆ î‚è¬õ °«ó£Q¡ 
Ë™èœ Cø‰î MŸð¬ù Ë™è÷£è ñ†´I¡P ‘The Citadel and The Keys of the Kingdom' 
«ð£¡ø Cô Ë™èœ ªõŸPèóñ£ù F¬óŠðìƒè÷£è¾‹ õ£ªù£L ñŸÁ‹ ªî£¬ô‚è£†CJ½‹ 
Þì‹ ªðÁA¡øù. Þõ¼¬ìò ï£õ™ ‘Aó£ñŠ¹ø ì£‚ì˜’ â¡ø Ë™ BBC õ£ªù£LJ½‹ 
ªî£¬ô‚è£†Cˆ ªî£ìK½‹ c‡ì ï£œ ðò¡ð´ˆîŠð†ì¶. 

tWo Gentlemen of Verona

ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèóˆ¶ Þ¼ èíõ£¡èœ

- A. J. Cronin

- ã. «ü. °«ó£Q¡
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7 E.W.B-XIIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS
   G«è£ô£ (13) «ü‚è«ð£ (12) Þ¼õ¼‹ ê«è£î£ó˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ ðöƒèœ MŸÁ‹ è£ôEèÀ‚°Š 
ð£Lv «ð£†´‹ â´¹® «õ¬ôèœ ªêŒ¶ õ‰îù˜. Üõ˜èœ è‰îô£¬ìèœ ÜE‰¶‹ ñLõ£ù 
àí¾ à‡´‹ è´¬ñò£è à¬öˆ¶ ðí‹ ê‹ð£Fˆ¶‹ õ‰îù˜. Þ‚è¬î¬ò ªê£™ðõ˜ 
Üõ˜èO¡ ïìˆ¬îJ™ èõóŠð†ì£˜. Üõ˜ Üõ˜è¬÷‚ èõQˆ¶ õ‰î£˜. Üõ˜èOì‹ 
ê‹ð£F‚°‹ ðíˆ¬î ¬õˆ¶ â¡ù ªêŒAø£˜èœ â¡Á «è†ì£˜. ë£JÁ«î£Á‹ Üõ˜èœ õ‰¶ 
ñ¼ˆ¶õ‚ è†ìí‹ ªê½ˆF»‹ î‹ ê«è£îK»ì¡ Ü÷õ÷£M‚ ªè£‡´‹ ªê™õ¶ õö‚è‹.

Summary

 	What qualities do you think one should possess to handle hardships and overcome them?

perseverance

WillpowerPatience

Bravery
  ªð¼ƒèwìƒè¬÷‚ ¬èò£÷¾‹ ÜõŸ¬ø ªê£™ô¾‹ å¼õ˜ â¡ªù¡ù °í£FCòƒè¬÷ 

ªðŸP¼‚è «õ‡´‹ âù cƒèœ G¬ù‚A¡l˜?

Mì£ºòŸC

ñùàÁFªð£Á¬ñ

¬îKò‹

Consolidation Points
  The narrator and his companion drive through the foothills of Alps.
			On the outskirts of Vernona, they meet two shabby looking brothers Nicola and Jacopo - aged 

13 and 12 respectievely.
 	They sell wild strawberries Narrator and companion buy a big backet of strawberries.
 	The boys are found doing jobs like polishing shoes, guiding visitors , etc.
 	As they sell newspapers, the narrator comes to know that they do not spend on clothes and food.
 	Jacopo requests the narrator to drop them at Poleta their village, 30 kms away.
 	The boys are dropped at a villa which is a hospital.
		Narrator comes to know about Lucia the sister of the boys, who suffered from tuberculosis.
		The boy's home was destroyed in the war, their father, a widower was also killed.
		Hating the Germans, the boys became a part of the resistance movement.
		They work hard to treat their sister at the hospital.
 	Appreciating the love and responsibility of the brothers towards their sister and remained quiet 

to impress on them that he doesn't know their secret.
		Such children are a great hope in the war prone world. 

TWo GeNTLeMeN of VeroNA

Page - 1

Here is a story about love, devotion, 
sacrifice, sincerity and maturity 
displayed by two little boys in their 
actions to save the life of their sister 
who suffers from tuberculosis of the 
spine. Read the story to find out how 
their actions give a new hope for 
humanity. 

ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèóˆ¶ Þ¼ èíõ£¡èœ

ð‚è‹ & 1

Þƒ«è å¼ è¬îò£ù¶, Þ¼ CÁõ˜èœ º¶°ˆ î‡´ 
â½‹¹¼‚A «ï£ò£™ ð£F‚èŠð†´œ÷ îƒèÀ¬ìò 
Ü‚è£M¡ àJ¬ó‚ è£Šð£ŸÁ‹ ºòŸCJ™, Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò 
ªêò™ð£´è÷£™ ªõO‚è£†ìŠð´Aø Ü¡¹, Ü˜ŠðEŠ¹, 
Fò£è¾í˜¾, «ï˜¬ñ ñŸÁ‹ â‡íºF˜¾ ðŸPòî£è 
Ü¬ñòŠªðŸÁœ÷¶. Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò ªêò™ð£´èœ âšõ£Á 
ñQî ÞùˆFŸ° å¼ ¹Fò ï‹H‚¬è¬ò‚ ªè£´‚Aø¶ 
â¡ð¬î‚ è‡ìP‰¶ ªè£œ÷, è¬î¬ò õ£C»ƒèœ.
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8 E.W.B-XIIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

As we drove through the foothills 
of the Alps two small boys stopped 
us on the outskirts of Verona. They 
were selling wild strawberries. 
“Don’t buy,” warned Luigi, our 
cautious driver. “You will get much 
better fruit in Verona. Besides, 
these boys.....”

He shrugged his shoulders to 
convey his disapproval of their 
shabby appearance.

One boy had on a worn jersey 
and cut-off khaki pants; the other 
a shortened army tunic gathered in 
loose folds about his skinny frame. 
Yet, gazing at the two little figures, 
with their brown skins, tangled 
hair and dark earnest eyes, we 
felt ourselves strangely attracted. 
My companion spoke to the boys, 
discovered that they were brothers. 
Nicola, the elder, was 13; Jacopo, 
who barely came up to the door 
handle of the car, was nearly 12. 
We bought their biggest basket, 
and then set off toward town.

Page - 2

Next morning, coming out of 
our hotel, we saw our friends 
bent over shoe shine boxes beside 
the fountain in the public square, 
doing brisk business. We watched 
for a few moments; then as trade 
slackened we went over. They 
greeted us with friendly faces.

“I thought you picked fruit for a 
living,” I said.” We do many things, 
sir,” Nicola answered seriously. He 
glanced at us hopefully. “Often we 
show visitors through the town ... 
to Juliet’s tomb ... and other places 
of interest.”

“All right,” I smiled. “You take 
us along.”

Ý™Šv ñ¬ôò®õ£ó‚ °¡Áèœ õN«ò ï£ƒèœ ðòEˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‰î«ð£¶, ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèK¡ ¹øŠð°FJ™, 
Þó‡´ CÁõ˜èœ âƒè¬÷ GÁˆFù£˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ 
ªêƒªè£® º‰FKŠ ðöƒè¬÷ MŸÁ‚ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜èœ. 
“Ü¬î õ£ƒè£b˜èœ”, â„êK‚¬è àí˜¾ I‚è âƒèœ 
æ†´ùó£ù ÖŒA ªê£¡ù£¡. “Þ¬îMì ï™ô ðöƒè¬÷ 
cƒèœ ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèK«ô«ò õ£ƒA‚ ªè£œÀƒèœ 
Ü«î£´, Þ‰îŠ ¬ðò¡èÀ‹....”

Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò Üôƒ«è£ôñ£ù «î£Ÿøˆ¬îŠ ðŸPò 
ÜõÂ¬ìò ªõÁŠ¹ èô‰î åšõ£¬ñ¬òˆ î¡Â¬ìò 
«î£œè¬÷ àò˜ˆF‚ °½‚A, Üõ¡ ²†®‚è£†®ù£¡.

å¼ CÁõ¡ æ˜ ÞÁ‚èñ£ù è‹ðOŠH¡ù™ 
«ñŸê†¬ì ñŸÁ‹ ªõ†®‚ °Á‚èŠð†ì ñƒèŸð¿Š¹ Gø‚ 
è£™ê†¬ì¬ò»‹, ñŸªø£¼õ¡ î¡Â¬ìò â½‹¹‰«î£½ñ£ù 
à¼õ Ü¬ñŠ¬ð„ ²ŸPˆ î÷˜õ£ù ñ®Š¹èœ «ê˜‰F¼‰î, 
ªõ†®„ CPî£‚èŠð†ì å¼ ð¬ìió˜ ªñ™½¬ì¬ò»‹ 
ÜE‰F¼‰îù˜. âQÂ‹, îM†´ Gøˆ «î£™èœ, H¡ùŸ 
Ã÷ñ£ù î¬ôº®, Ü‚è¬øI‚è  Þ¼‡ì è‡èÀì¡ 
Ã®ò Ü‰î Þ¼ CPò à¼õƒè¬÷ ï£ƒèœ Ã˜‰¶ 
«ï£‚Aò«ð£¶, Þù‹¹Kò£î ß˜Š¹ G¬ô‚° àœ÷£ùî£è 
ï£ƒèœ àí˜‰«î£‹. â¡ àì¡ õ‰F¼‰î ï‡ð˜ Ü‰î„ 
CÁõ˜èOì‹ «ðC, Üõ˜èœ Ü‡í¡&î‹Hèœ âù‚ 
è‡ìP‰î£˜. Íˆîõù£ù G‚«è£ô£ 13 õòFùù£è¾‹, 
âƒèÀ¬ìò Y¼‰F¡ èî¾‚ ¬èŠH®¬ò‚ èœ÷ƒèðìñŸÁ 
ªï¼ƒA G¡Á ªè£‡®¼‰î Þ¬÷òõù£ù «ü‚è«ð£ 
ãøˆî£ö 12 õòFùù£è¾‹ Þ¼‰îù˜. IèŠªðKò 
Ü÷õ£J¼‰î Ü‰î‚ Ã¬ì»ì¡ Ü‰îŠ ðöƒèœ 
Ü¬ùˆ¬î»‹ ï£ƒèœ Üõ˜èOì‹ õ£ƒA‚ªè£‡´, H¡ 
ïèóˆ¬î «ï£‚Aò âƒèÀ¬ìò ðòíˆ¬îˆ ªî£ì˜‰«î£‹.

ð‚è‹ & 2

Ü´ˆî ï£œ è£¬ôJ™, âƒèÀ¬ìò îƒ°‹ M´F¬ò 
M†´ ªõO«ò õ‰î«ð£¶, âƒèÀ¬ìò ï‡ð˜è÷£è ï£ƒèœ 
â‡EM†ì Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èœ ªð£¶„ ê¶‚èˆF½œ÷ 
cÏŸP¡ ð‚èˆF™ °Q‰¶ ªè£‡´, è£ôE ªñ¼Ã†´‹ 
õ‡í‚ °I›Šªð†®èÀì¡ MÁMÁŠð£ù «õ¬ôJ™ 
ß´ð†´‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î¬î ï£ƒèœ ð£˜ˆ«î£‹. å¼ Cô 
ªï£®Šªð£¿¶èœ ï£ƒèœ Ü¬î‚ èõQˆ¶ M†´, 
Ü‰îˆ ªî£N™º¬ùŠ¹ ªî£Œõ¬ìò«õ ï£ƒèœ Ü¼A™ 
ªê¡«ø£‹. ï†ðô˜‰î ºèƒèÀì¡ Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èœ 
âƒèÀ‚° õí‚è‹ ªîKMˆî£˜èœ.

“cƒèœ ðöƒèœ ðPˆ¶ MŸð¶ î£¡ àƒèÀ¬ìò 
õ£›‚¬èŠ H¬öŠHŸè£ù å¼ ªî£N™ â¡Á ï£¡ 
G¬ùˆ«î¡”, âù ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡. “ï£éèœ G¬øò 
«õ¬ôèœ ªêŒA«ø£‹, äò£”, è¼ˆî£›‰¶ ðF½¬óˆî£¡ 
G‚«è£ô£. ï‹H‚¬è»í˜¾ì¡ Üõ¡ âƒè¬÷Š ð£˜ˆî£¡. 
“Ü®‚è® ï£ƒèœ ð£˜¬õò£÷˜è¬÷ ïè¼‚°œ Ü¬öˆ¶„ 
ªê¡Á... pLò†®¡ è™ô¬ø¬ò»‹, Hø Ý˜õÍ†´‹ 
Þìƒè¬÷»‹ ²ŸP‚ è£†´«õ£‹.

“Iè ï™ô¶”, ï£¡ ¹¡ù¬è»ì¡ ªê£¡«ù¡. 
“âƒè¬÷»‹ cƒèœ Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™½ƒèœ”.
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As we made the rounds, my 
interest was again provoked by 
their remarkable demeanour. 
They were childish enough, 
and in many ways quite 
artless. Jacopo was lively as 
a squirrel. Nicola’s smile was 
steady and engaging. Yet in 
both these boyish faces there 
was a seriousness which was 
far beyond their years. In the 
week which followed we saw 
them frequently, for they proved 
extremely useful to us. If we 
wanted a pack of American 
cigarettes, or seats for the opera 
or the name of good restaurant, 
Nicola and Jacopo could be 
relied upon to satisfy our needs. 
What struck one most was their 
willingness to work. During 
these summer days, under the 
hot sun, they shined shoes, 
sold fruit, hawked newspapers, 
conducted tourists round the 
town, and ran errands.

One night, we came upon them 
in the windy and deserted square, 
resting on the stone pavement 
beneath the lights. Nicola sat 
upright, tired. A bundle of 
unsold newspapers lay at his 
feet. Jacopo, his head resting 
upon his brother’s shoulder was 
asleep. It was nearly midnight.

“Why are you out so late, 
Nicola?”

“Waiting for the last bus from 
Padua. We shall sell all our 
papers when it comes in.”

“Must you work so hard? You 
both look rather tired.”

“We are not complaining, sir.”

But next morning, when I went 
over to the fountain to have my 
shoes shined, I said, “Nicola, the 

ï£ƒèœ ²ŸPŠ ð£˜‚è„ ªê¡ø«ð£¶, èõQ‚èˆî‚è 
Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò Üµ°º¬øè÷£™ â¡Â¬ìò Ý˜õŠðŸø£ù¶ 
e‡´‹ É‡®J¿‚èŠð†ì¶. G¬øõ£ù °ö‰¬îˆîù‹ 
ªè£‡ì Üõ˜èœ, ðô MîƒèO™ Iè¾‹ èœ÷ƒèðìŸø 
Þò™¹¬ìòõ˜è÷£è  Þ¼‰î£˜èœ. «ü‚è«ð£ æ˜ 
ÜE¬ôŠ «ð£ùÁ ²Á²ÁŠ¹ˆ ¶®Š¹¬ìòõù£è Þ¼‰î£¡. 
G‚«è£ô£M¡ ¹¡ù¬è Gî£ùñ£ùî£è¾‹, ªð£ÁŠ¹ ß´ð£´ 
I‚èî£è¾‹ Þ¼‰î¶. Ýù£½‹, Þ‰î Þ¼ °ö‰¬îˆîùñ£ù 
ºèƒèO½‹, ðô Ý‡´èÀ‚° º‰¬îò, c‡ì è£ôñ£è 
c®‚Aø å¼ bMóŠ ªð£ÁŠ¹í˜¾ Þ¼‰î¶. ªî£ì˜‰¶ 
õ‰î õ£ó ï£†èO™, Üõ˜èœ âƒèÀ‚° Iè ÜFè 
àîMèóñ£è Þ¼‰î¶. GÏðíñ£ùî£è Þ¼‰îî£™ ï£ƒèœ 
Ü®‚è® Üõ˜è¬÷„ ê‰Fˆ«î£‹. âƒèÀ‚° å¼ ªð†® 
ÜªñK‚è õ¬è ¹¬èŠÌ…²¼«÷£, Þ¬êï£ìè Üóƒ° 
Þ¼è¬èè«÷£, ï™ô àíõèˆF¡ ªðò«ó£ «î¬õŠð†ì£™, 
âƒèÀ¬ìò «î¬õè¬÷ˆ F¼ŠFèóñ£èŠ Ì˜ˆF ªêŒõF™ 
G‚«è£ô£¾‹, «ü‚è«ð£¾‹ G„êò àÁF»ì¡ ï‹ðŠðìˆ 
î‚èõ˜è÷£è Þ¼‰î£˜èœ. å¼õ¼¬ìò ñù¬îˆ ªî£´Aø 
æ˜ Ü¼‹ð‡ð£è Þ¼‰¶ â¡ùªõ¡ø£™, «õ¬ô ªêŒõF™ 
Üõ˜èÀ‚A¼‰î «ðó£˜õ º¬ùŠ¹ î£¡. Þ‰î‚ «è£¬ì 
ï£†èO¡«ð£¶, ²†ªìK‚°‹ ªõJL¡ W›, Üõ˜èœ 
è£ôEè¬÷ ªñ¼Ã†´‹ «õ¬ô¬ò„ ªêŒî£˜èœ, ðöƒèœ 
MŸð¬ù ªêŒî£˜èœ, ªêŒFˆî£œè¬÷‚ ÃM‚ÃM 
MŸø£˜èœ, ²ŸÁô£Š ðòEè¬÷ Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê¡Á ïèK¡ 
ðô Þìƒè¬÷„ ²ŸP‚ è£†®ù£˜èœ ñŸÁ‹ «ð£‚°õóˆ¶ˆ 
É¶Š ðEè¬÷»‹ «ñŸªè£‡ì£˜èœ.

æ˜ Þó¾ «ïóˆF™, è£ŸÁi„² ÜFèñ£è¾‹, ñ‚èœ 
ïìñ£†ìñŸÁ‹  Þ¼‰î Ü‰î„ ê¶‚èˆF™, M÷‚°èÀ‚° 
Ü®J™ Þ¼‰î è™ô£ô£ù ï¬ìð£¬îˆ î÷ˆF¡  e¶ 
æŒªõ´ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î Üõ˜è¬÷ ï£ƒèœ è£í «ï˜‰î¶. 
G‚«è£ô£ «ê£˜õ¬ì‰îõù£è GI˜‰¶ Üñ˜‰F¼‰î£¡. 
MŸð¬ù ªêŒòŠðì£î ªêŒFˆî£œèO¡ è†´ å¡Á 
ÜõÂ¬ìò ð£îƒèÀ‚° Ü¼A™ Aì‰î¶. î¡Â¬ìò 
Ü‡íQ¡ «î£œe¶ î¬ô¬ò„ ê£Œˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, 
«ü‚èŠ«ð£ Ý›‰î àø‚èˆF™ Þ¼‰î£¡. ãøˆî£ö Ü¶ 
ïœOó¾ «ïóñ£è Þ¼‰î¶.

“Þšõ÷¾ î£ñîñ£ù «ïóˆF™ ã¡ Þƒ«è Þ¼‚Al˜èœ, 
G‚«è£ô£?”

“ð´õ£M™ Þ¼‰¶ õ¼‹ è¬ìCŠ «ð¼‰¶‚è£è‚ è£ˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‚A«ø£‹, Ü¶ õ¼‹«ð£¶ ï£ƒèœ âƒèÀ¬ìò 
ªêŒFˆî£œèœ â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ MŸÁM´«õ£‹”.

“Üšõ£Á è®ùñ£è cƒèœ à¬ö‚è «õ‡´ñ£? 
cƒèœ Þ¼õ¼‹ àÁFò£è«õ Iè¾‹ è¬÷Šð¬ì‰¶ 
è£íŠð´Al˜èœ”

“ÜîŸè£è ï£ƒèœ â‰î ñù‚°¬ø¾‹ Ü¬ìõF™¬ô, äò£”.

Ýù£™ Ü´ˆî ï£œ è£¬ôJ™, ï£¡ â¡Â¬ìò è£ôEè¬÷ 
ªñ¼«èŸÁõîŸ° Ü‰î áŸÁŠ ð°F‚°„ ªê¡ø«ð£¶, ï£¡ 
«è†«ì¡, “G‚«è£ô£, c»‹ «ü‚è«ð£¾‹ è®ùñ£è à¬ö‚°‹ 
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way you and Jacopo work, you 
must earn quite a bit. You spend 
nothing on clothes. You eat little 
enough --- when I see you have 
a meal it’s usually black bread 
and figs. Tell me, what do you 
do with your money?”

He coloured deeply under his 
sunburn, and then grew pale. He 
looked to the ground.

“You must be saving up 
to emigrate to America,” I 
suggested. He looked at me 
sideways, spoke with an effort.

“We should greatly like to go 
to the States. But here, at present, 
we have other plans.”

Page - 3

“What plans?”

He smiled uncomfortably. 
“Just plans, sir,” he answered in 
a low voice.

“Well,” I said, “we’re leaving 
on Monday. Is there anything I 
can do for you before we go?” 
Nicola shook his head, but 
suddenly Jacopo said, “Sir,” he 
burst out, “every Sunday we 
make a visit to the country, to 
Poleta, 30 kilometres from here. 
Usually we hire bicycles. But 
tomorrow, since you are so kind, 
you might send us in your car.”

I had already told Luigi he 
might have the Sunday off. 
However, I answered, “I’ll drive 
you out myself.”

There was a pause. Nicola was 
glaring at his young brother in 
vexation. “We could not think of 
troubling you, sir.”

“It won’t be any trouble.”

MîˆF™ cƒèœ å¼ ªð¼‰ªî£¬è¬ò„  ê‹ð£FˆF¼‚è 
«õ‡´‹. à¬ìèÀ‚è£è cƒèœ ªêô¾ ªêŒõ«î Þ™¬ô. 
Iè‚ °¬øõ£ù Ü÷«õ cƒèœ ê£ŠH´Al˜èœ. cƒèœ 
ê£ŠH´‹ àí¬õŠ ð£˜‚°‹«ð£¶, Ü¶ õö‚èñ£è«õ 
è¼Aò ªó£†®»‹ è£Œ‰¶«ð£ù ÜˆFŠ ðöƒèÀñ£èˆî£¡ 
Þ¼‚Aø¶. âù‚°„ ªê£™, àƒèÀ¬ìò ðíˆ¬î ¬õˆ¶ 
cƒèœ â¡ù ªêŒAl˜èœ?”

ÜõÂ¬ìò Ý›ñùF™ ªõŠðˆ î£‚è‹ ãŸð†ì¶ «ð£ô 
Üõ¡ Gø‹ ñ£Pò¶, H¡ù˜ Üõ¡ ºè‹ ªõOPò¶. êŸÁ 
«ïó‹ î¬ó¬òŠ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ªè£‡®¼‰î£¡.

“ÜªñK‚è£MŸ°‚ °®ªðò˜õî£è Þ¼‰î£™ î£¡ c 
Þšõ£Á ðíˆ¬î„ «êIˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‚è «õ‡´‹” âù 
ï£¡ å¼ ¹¶‚ è¼ˆ¬î º¡¬õˆ«î¡. æóŠ ð£˜¬õò£™ 
â¡¬ùŠ ð£˜ˆî Üõ¡, å¼ è´ºòŸC»ì¡ «ðêô£ù£¡.

ÜªñK‚è£MŸ°„ ªê™õîŸªè™ô£‹ ï£ƒèœ M¼‹Hù£™ Ü¶ 
«ðó÷õ£ùî£è Þ¼‚°‹. Ýù£™, Þƒ«è«ò, Gè›è£ôˆF«ô«ò, 
âƒèÀ‚° «õÁ F†ìIì™èœ Þ¼‚A¡øù”.

ð‚è‹ & 3

“â¡ù F†ìƒèœ-?”

Üõ¡ ÝÁîôŸø ñù¶ì¡ ¹¡ù¬èˆî£¡. 
“F†ìIì™èœ ñ†´«ñ î£¡, ÜŒò£” å¼ î£›‰î °óL™ 
Üõ¡ ðFôOˆî£¡.

“ï™ô¶”, ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡, “ï£ƒèœ Fƒè†Aö¬ñ 
ÞƒA¼‰¶ ¹øŠð´A«ø£‹. ï£ƒèœ «ð£õî£Ÿ° º¡ù£™ ï£¡ 
àƒèÀ‚è£è ªêŒò‚Ã®ò¶ ãî£õ¶ Þ¼‚Aøî£?”. G‚«è£ô£ 
M¼ŠðñŸÁˆ î¬ô¬ò Ü¬êˆî£¡, Ýù£™ F¯ªóù «ü‚è«ð£ 
ªê£¡ù£¡, “ÜŒò£”, àí˜„C ªõOŠð´ˆFòõù£èŠ 
«ðCù£¡, “åšªõ£¼ ë£JŸÁ‚Aö¬ñ»‹ ï£ƒèœ 
Aó£ñŠ ð°F‚°, Üî£õ¶ ÞƒA¼‰¶ 30 A«ô£e†ì˜ 
ªî£¬ôM™ àœ÷ «ð£«ô†ì£MŸ°„ ªê™«õ£‹. õö‚èñ£è 
IFõ‡®è¬÷ õ£ì¬è‚° â´ˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ ªê™«õ£‹. 
Ýù£™, cƒèœ Iè¾‹ èQõ£ùõó£è Þ¼Šðî£™, ï£¬÷ 
âƒè¬÷ àƒèÀ¬ìò Y¼‰F™ ÜÂŠH ¬õ‚èô£«ñ”.

âƒèÀ¬ìò æ†´ùó£ù ÖŒA ë£JŸÁ‚Aö¬ñ õ£ó 
M´º¬ø â´ˆ¶‚ªè£œ÷ô£‹ â¡Á ãŸªèù«õ ï£¡ 
ªê£™LJ¼‰«î¡. âšõ£ø£JÂ‹, Þ‰î„ CÁõ˜èO¡ 
M¼ŠðˆFŸè£è, “ï£«ù õ‡®¬ò æ†®‚ªè£‡´ àƒè¬÷ 
Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™A«ø¡” â¡Á ðFôOˆ«î¡.

âƒèÀ¬ìò «ð„C™ Üƒ«è êŸÁ «ïó‹ æ˜ Þ¬ì GÁˆî‹ 
ãŸð†ì¶. G‚«è£ô£ êŸ«ø âK„ê½ì¡  ÜõÂ¬ìò î‹H¬ò 
ªõPˆ¶Š ð£˜ˆî£¡. “àƒè¬÷ˆ ªî£‰îó¾ ªêŒõ¬î ï£ƒèœ 
G¬ùˆ¶‚ ÃìŠ ð£˜‚è º®òM™¬ô, äò£”, â¡ø£¡.

“Ü¶ â‰îˆ ªî£‰îóõ£è¾‹ Þ¼‚è£¶” âù ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡.

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.CBSEtips.in

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

https://www.Padasalai.Net/


11 E.W.B-XIIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

He bit his lip, then, in a rather put 
out tone, he said, “Very well.”

The following afternoon we 
drove to the tiny village set high 
upon the hillside. I imagined that 
our destinations would be some 
humble dwellings. But, directed 
by Jacopo, we drew up at a large 
red-roofed villa, surrounded by a 
high stone wall. I could scarcely 
believe my eyes and before I could 
recover breath my two passengers 
had leaped from the car.

“We shall not be long, sir. Perhaps 
only an hour. May be you’d like to 
go to the cafe in the village for a 
drink?” They disappeared beyond 
the corner of the wall.

After a few minutes I followed. I 
found a grilled side-entrance and, 
determinedly, rang the bell.

A pleasant-looking woman with 
steel-rimmed spectacles appeared. 
I blinked as I saw that she was 
dressed in the white uniform of a 
trained nurse.

“I just brought two small boys 
here.”

“Ah, yes.” Her face lit up; she 
opened the door to admit me. 
“Nicola and Jacopo. I will take you 
up.”

She led me through a cool, tiled 
vestibule into the hospital – for 
hospital the villa had become. At 
the door of a little cubicle the nurse 
paused, put her finger to her lips, 
and with a smile bade me look 
through the glass partition. The two 
boys were seated at the bedside of a 
girl of about twenty who, propped 
up on pillows, wearing a pretty lace 

ÜõÂ¬ìò àî†¬ì Üõ¡ è®ˆ¶M†´, å¼ èõ¬ô 
«ñ‹ð†ì °óL™, Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡, “Iè ïôñ£ù¶”.

ªî£ì˜‰¶ õ‰î HŸðè™ «õ¬÷J™, Ü‰î ñ¬ô‚ 
°¡ÁŠ ð°FJ¡ àòóñ£ù ÞìˆF™ Ü¬ñ‰F¼‰î 
Ü‰î Iè„ CPò Aó£ñˆFŸ° ï£ƒèœ Y¼‰¬î æ†®„ 
ªê¡«ø£‹. ï£ƒèœ ªê¡ø¬ìòŠ «ð£°‹ Þìƒè÷£ù¶, 
ã«î£ âO¬ñò£ù õCŠHìŠ ð°Fè÷£è Þ¼‚°‹ âù 
ï£¡ èŸð¬ù ªêŒ¶ªè£‡«ì¡. Ýù£™, «ü‚èŠ«ð£õ£™ 
õNè£†ìŠð†´, âƒèÀ¬ìò õ£èùˆ¬î ï£ƒèœ GÁˆFò 
Þìñ£ù¶, æ˜ àòóñ£ù èŸ²õó£™ ÅöŠð†ì, å¼ ðó‰¶ 
MK‰î CõŠ¹ Gø‚ Ã¬ó»ì¡ Ü¬ñ‰î ï£†´Š¹ø 
ñ£O¬èò£è Þ¼‰î¶. â¡Â¬ìò è‡èœ è‡ì Ü‰î‚ 
è£†C¬ò ï£¡ ï‹¹õ¶ Iè‚ è®ùñ£è Þ¼‰¶, ï£¡ 
Ý²õ£êŠð´ˆF‚ ªè£œõîŸ° º¡«ð, â¡Â¬ìò Þ¼ 
ðòEèÀ‹ Y¼‰FL¼‰¶ °Fˆ¶ ÞøƒAJ¼‰î£˜èœ.

“ï£ƒèœ ÜFè «ïó‹ î£ñî‹ ªêŒ¶ Mì ñ£†«ì£‹, äò£. 
å¼«õ¬÷, å¼ ñE «ïó‹ ñ†´‹ Ýèô£‹. áƒèÀ‚° 
M¼ŠðI¼‰î£™ Aó£ñˆF½œ÷ CŸÁ‡®„ ê£¬ô‚°„ 
ªê¡Á cƒèœ ãî£õ¶ Ü¼‰FM†´ õóô£ñ£?” â¡Á 
â¡Qì‹ «è†´M†´, Ü‰î„ ²õŸP¡ Í¬ô‚° ÜŠð£™ 
ªê¡Á ñ¬ø‰î£˜èœ.

å¼ Cô GIìƒèÀ‚°Š Hø°, ï£Â‹ Üõ˜è¬÷Š H¡ 
ªî£ì˜‰«î¡. Üƒ«è æ˜ Þ¼‹¹Š H¡ùŸ èîõ£ô£ù  
ð‚èõ£†´ ¸¬ö¾ õ£J™ å¡¬ø ï£¡ è‡«ì¡, «ñ½‹ 
è£ô õ¬óò¬øˆ F†ìŠð® ñE åLˆî¬î»‹ «è†«ì¡.

Þ¼‹¹ MO‹¹„ ê†ìˆî£ô£ù è‡í£®¬ò ÜE‰î, 
ñùFŸ°õ‰î «î£Ÿøƒèªè£‡ì å¼ ªð‡ñE âù‚° 
º¡«ù «î£¡Pù£œ. å¼ ðJŸC ªðŸø ªêMLòK¡ 
ªõœ¬÷ Gø Y¼¬ì¬ò Üõœ ÜE‰F¼‰î¬î‚ è‡ì 
ï£¡ îò‚èˆ¶ì¡ MNˆ«î¡.

“Þó‡´ CÁõ˜è¬÷ Þƒ«è Ü¬öˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´ 
õ¼õîŸ°ˆî£¡ ï£¡ õ‰«î¡”, â¡«ø¡.

“ÜŠð®ò£, êK”, ÜõÀ¬ìò ºè‹ åO˜‰î¶; â¡¬ù 
àœ«÷ ÜÂñF‚°‹ õ‡í‹ Üõœ èî¬õˆ Fø‰î£œ. 
“G‚«è£ô£¾‹ «ü‚è«ð£¾‹î£«ù, ï£¡ àƒè¬÷ 
Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™A«ø¡” â¡ø£œ.

Ü‰î ñ¼ˆ¶õñ¬ù‚°œ & ñ¼ˆ¶õñ¬ùò£è ñ£PJ¼‰î 
Ü‰î ï£†´Š¹ø ñ£O¬è‚°œ, æ´ ðF‚èŠð†ìˆ î÷ˆ¬î‚ 
ªè£‡ì, å¼ °O˜„Cò£ù ºèñ‡ìðˆF¡  õNò£è 
Üõœ â¡¬ù õNè£†® Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê¡ø£œ. å¼ CPò 
îQŠ ð´‚¬èò¬øJ¡ èî¾Š ð°F¬ò Ü¬ì‰î¶‹, 
Üõœ ïìŠð¬î GÁˆFM†´, ÜõÀ¬ìò àî´èO™ 
Mó¬ô ¬õˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, Ü‰î‚ è‡í£® Þ¬ìˆ 
î´ŠH¡ õN«ò ð£˜‚°ñ£Á â¡¬ù å¼ ¹¡ù¬è»ì¡ 
Ý¬íJ†ì£œ. æ˜ ÜöAò Ì ¬îòô¬ñ‰î «ñôƒA¬ò 
ÜE‰¶ ªè£‡´, î¬ôò¬íè¬÷ Ýî£óñ£è ¬õˆ¶ 
ÜõŸP¡ e¶ ê£Œ‰¶ ªè£í®¼‰î, ãøˆî£ö Þ¼ð¶ õò¶ 
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jacket, was listening to their 
chatter, her eyes soft and tender. 
One could see at a glance her 
resemblance to her brothers. A 
vase of wild flowers stood on 
her table, beside a dish of fruit 
and several books.

“Won’t you go in?” the nurse 
murmured. “Lucia will be 
pleased to see you.”

I shook my head and turned 
away. I felt I could not bear to 
intrude upon this happy family 
party. But at the foot of the 
staircase I drew up and begged 
her to tell me all she knew 
about these boys.

She was eager to do so. They 
were, she explained, quite 
alone in the world, except for 
this sister, Lucia. Their father, a 
widower, a well-known singer, 
had been killed in the early part 
of the war. Shortly afterward a 
bomb had destroyed their home 
and thrown the three children 
into the streets. They had 
always known a comfortable 
and cultured life – Lucia had 
herself been training as a 
singer– and they had suffered 
horribly from near starvation 
and exposure to the cold winter.

Page - 4

For months they had barely 
kept themselves alive in a 
sort of shelter they built with 
their own hands amidst the 
rubble. Then for three years 
the Germans ruled the city. The 
boys grew to hate the Germans. 
When the resistance movement 
began secretly to form they 
were among the first to join. 
When the war was over, and we 

G¬ø‰î æ˜ Þ÷‹ ªð‡E¡ ð´‚¬èJ¡ Ü¼«è Ü‰î Þó‡´ 
CÁõ˜èÀ‹ à†è£˜‰¶ ªè£‡®¼‚è, Üõ˜èœ èìèìªõùŠ 
«ð²õ¬î  Ü‰î Þ÷‹ªð‡ î¡Â¬ìò ªñ¡¬ñò£ù, ðK¾I‚è  
è‡è÷£™ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ èõQˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£œ. ÜõÀ¬ìò 
î‹HèO¡ ºè„ ê£ò™ åŸÁ¬ì ÜõÀ‚° Þ¼Šð¬î 
å¼ ªï£®Šð£˜¬õJ«ô«ò å¼õ˜ è‡ìP‰¶ Mì º®»‹. 
ÜõÀ¬ìò «ñ¬êJ¡ e¶, õùˆF½œ÷ Ì‚èœ G¬ø‰î å¼ 
ñô˜‚ °´¬õ»‹, Üî¡ ð‚èõ£†®™ å¼ ðöˆ î†´‹, ð™«õÁ 
¹ˆîèƒèÀ‹ Þ¼‰îù.

“cƒèœ àœ«÷ «ð£èñ£†¯˜è÷£--?”, Ü‰î„ ªêMLò˜ 
ºµºµ‚°‹ °óL™ «è†ì£œ. “ÖCò£ àƒè¬÷Š ð£˜ˆ¶ 
ñA›„Cò¬ìõ£œ” â¡ø£œ.

ï£¡ ñÁˆ¶ˆ î¬ôò£†®M†´ˆ F¼‹H‚ªè£‡«ì¡. 
ñA›„Cò£ù Þ‰î‚ °´‹ð å¡P¬íM™ õL‰¶ ¹°‰¶  
ªè£œõ¬î â¡ù£™ î£ƒA‚ªè£œ÷ Þòô£¶ âù ï£¡ 
àí˜‰«î¡. Ýù£½‹, Ü‰îŠ ð®‚è†®¡ Ü®Šð°FJ™ 
G¡Áªè£‡´, Þ‰î„ CÁõ˜è¬÷Š ðŸP Ü‰î„ ªêMLò¼‚° 
ªîK‰î¬õ Ü¬ùˆ¬î»‹ â¡Qì‹ ªê£™½ñ£Á Üõ¬÷ ï£¡ 
ªè…C‚ «è†´‚ ªè£‡«ì¡.

Ü¬î„ ªêŒõF™ ÜõÀ‹ Ý˜õº¬ìòõ÷£è Þ¼‰î£œ. 
ÖCò£ â¡ø Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò Þ‰î Ü‚è£¬õˆ îMó «õÁ 
â‰îˆ ¶¬í»ñŸÁ Üõ˜èœ îQˆ¶ MìŠð†ìõ˜èœ âù 
Üõœ M÷‚Aù£œ. ñ¬ùM¬ò Þö‰îõ¼‹, Ü¬ùõ¼‹ 
ÜP‰î å¼ ð£ìè¼ñ£ù Üõ¼¬ìò ÜŠð£, «ð£K¡ Ýó‹ð‚ 
è†ìˆF«ô«ò ªè£™ôŠð†´M†ì£˜. ÜîŸ°Š Hø° Iè‚ °ÁAò 
è£ôˆF«ô«ò, Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò i´‹ å¼ °‡´i„ê£™ îè˜ˆ¶ 
ÜN‚èŠð†´, Þ‰î Í¡Á °ö‰¬îèÀ‹ ÝîõŸÁ ªî¼M™ 
âPòŠð†´M†ì£˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ âŠ«ð£¶«ñ õêF õ£ŒŠ¹èœ 
G¬ø‰î, ï£ègèˆF™ «ñ‹ð†ì å¼ õ£›‚¬è¬òˆî£¡ 
ÜP‰F¼‰î£˜èœ & ÖCò£¾‹ å¼ ð£ìAò£è î¡¬ùˆî£«ù 
ðJŸÁMˆ¶‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£œ & Ýù£™, Üî¡ H¡, àíM¡P‚ 
A†ìˆî†ì ð†®Q Aì‚°‹ G¬ôò£½‹  °O˜ ð¼õè£ôˆF™ 
îƒè¬÷Š ð£¶è£ˆ¶‚ ªè£œ÷ Þòô£î î¡¬ñò£½‹ Üõ˜èœ 
Iè‚ «è£óñ£è ÜõFŠð†´ M†ì£˜èœ.

ð‚è‹ & 4

Þ®‰î è†®ìƒèÀ‚° ï´«õ, Üõ˜èœ îƒèÀ¬ìò ªê£‰î‚ 
¬èè÷£«ô«ò è†®ò¬ìˆî, å¼õ¬èò£ù ñ¬øè£ŠHìˆF™ 
ñ£î‚èí‚A™ ªõÁªñùˆ îƒè¬÷ˆ î£ƒè«÷ àJ¼ì¡ 
î‚è¬õˆ¶‚ ªè£‡ì£˜èœ. H¡ù˜ ªü˜ñ£Qò˜èœ Ü‰î 
ïèóˆ¬î Í¡Á Ý‡´è÷£è Üóê£‡ì£˜èœ. ªü˜ñ£Qò˜èœ 
e¶ Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èÀ‚° ªõÁŠ¹ õ÷˜‰î¶. óèCòñ£è âF˜Š¹ 
Þò‚èñ£ù¶  à¼õ£èˆ ªî£ìƒAò«ð£¶, ÜF™ ºîL™ 
«ê˜‰îõ˜èÀœ Þõ˜èÀ‹ Üìƒ°õ£˜èœ. «ð£˜ º®õ¬ì‰¶, 
ÞÁFJ™ âƒèÀ‚° Ü¬ñF A¬ìˆî«ð£¶, Üõ˜èœ 
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

had peace at last, they came back to 
their beloved sister. And they found 
her –suffering from tuberculosis of 
the spine.”

She paused, took a quick breath. 
“Did they give up? I do not have to 
answer that question. They brought 
her here, persuaded us to take her 
into the hospital. In the twelve 
months she has been our patient 
she has made good progress. There 
is every hope that one day she will 
walk– and sing–again.”

“Of course, everything is so 
difficult now, food so scarce and 
dear, we could not keep going 
unless we charged a fee. But every 
week, Lucia’s brothers have made 
their payment.” She added simply, 
“I don’t know what they do, I do 
not ask. Work is scarce in Verona. 
But whatever it is, I know they do 
it well.”

“Yes,” I agreed. “They couldn’t 
do it better.”

I waited outside until the boys 
rejoined me, and then drove them 
back to the city. They sat beside 
me, not speaking. For my part, I did 
not say a word–I knew they would 
prefer to feel that they had safely 
kept their secret. Yet their devotion 
had touched me deeply.

War had not broken their spirit. 
Their selfless action brought a 
new nobility to human life, gave 
promise of a greater hope for 
human society.

îƒèÀ¬ìò Ü‚è£Mì‹ F¼‹H õ‰î£˜èœ. º¶°ˆ 
î‡´ â½‹¹¼‚A «ï£Œˆ î£‚°îL™ Üõœ ÜõFŠð†´‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‰î¬îˆî£¡ Üõ˜èœ è‡ì£˜èœ.

«ð„C™ æ˜ Þ¬ì GÁˆîˆ¬î ãŸð´ˆF, Ü‰î„ ªêMLò˜ 
å¼ M¬óõ£ù Í„C¿Š¬ð «ñŸªè£‡ì£œ. “Üõ˜èœ 
îƒèÀ¬ìò î¡ù‹H‚¬è¬ò M†´M†ì£˜è÷£? Ü‰î‚ 
«èœM‚° ï£¡ M¬ì ªê£™ô «õ‡®ò«î Þ™¬ô. Üõ˜èœ 
Þƒ«è Üõ¬÷‚ ªè£‡´ õ‰î£˜èœ, ñ¼ˆ¶õñ¬ùJ™ 
Üõ¬÷„ «ê˜ˆ¶‚ªè£œÀñ£Á, «ðC âƒ¬÷ Þíƒè 
¬õˆî£˜èœ.  âƒèÀ¬ìò «ï£ò£Oò£è Üõœ Þƒ«è 
Þ¼‚Aø ð¡Qó‡´ ñ£îƒèO™, Üõœ àì™ ïôˆF™ 
ï™ô º¡«ùŸøˆ¬î Ü¬ì‰F¼‚Aø£œ. å¼ ï£œ, â¿‰¶ 
ïì‰¶ & e‡´‹ & ð£´õ£œ â¡ø º¿¬ñò£ù ï‹H‚¬è 
Þ¼‚Aø¶” â¡ø£œ.

“à‡¬ñò£è«õ, â™ô£«ñ ÞŠ«ð£¶ è®ùñ£è 
Þ¼‚A¡øù. àí¾ Ãì Üõ˜èÀ‚°Š «ð£î£îî£è¾‹ 
A¬ìŠðîŸ° ÜKòî£è¾‹ Þ¼‚Aø Þ‰î G¬ôJ™, ï£ƒèœ 
å¼ è†ìíˆ¬î MF‚è£ñ™ âƒèÀ¬ìò ñ¼ˆ¶õ 
CA„¬ê¬ò ÜõÀ‚°ˆ ªî£ì˜‰¶ ÜO‚è º®òM™¬ô. 
Ýù£™, ÖCò£M¡ î‹Hèœ åšªõ£¼ õ£óº‹ 
ñ¼ˆ¶õˆFŸè£ù Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò è†ìíˆ¬î„ ªê½ˆF 
M´Aø£˜èœ”. Iè âOF™ ¹K»ñ£Á Üõœ ªî£ì˜‰î£œ, 
“Üõ˜èœ â¡ù ªêŒAø£˜èœ â¡ð¶ âù‚°ˆ ªîKò£¶, 
ï£¡ Üõ˜èOì‹ Ü¬îŠ ðŸP‚ «è†ð¶‹ Þ™¬ô. 
ªõ«ó£ù£ ïèK™ «õ¬ô A¬ìŠð¶ Iè¾‹ ÜKî£ù¶. 
Ýù£™, â¡ù «õ¬ôò£è Þ¼‰î£½‹, Ü¬î Üõ˜èœ 
ªêšªõù„ ªêŒõ£˜èœ â¡ð¶ âù‚°ˆ ªîK»‹”--.

“Ý‹,” ï£¡ åˆ¶‚ªè£‡«ì¡. “Üõ˜èœ â‰î 
«õ¬ôò£ù£½‹ Iè„ CøŠð£è„ ªêŒò‚Ã®òõ˜èœ”.

Ü‰î„ CÁõ˜èœ e‡´‹ â¡¬ù õ‰î¬ì»‹ õ¬ó 
ï£¡ ªõO«ò è£ˆF¼‰¶, Üî¡ H¡ù˜ Üõ˜è¬÷ 
ïè¼‚° e‡´‹ õ£èùˆ¬î æ†® Ü¬öˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ 
õ‰«î¡. Üõ˜èœ âù‚°Š ð‚èõ£†®™ â¶¾«ñ «ðê£ñ™ 
Üñ˜‰F¼‰î£˜èœ. â¡Â¬ìò ðƒAŸ°, ï£Â‹ å¼ õ£˜ˆ¬î 
Ãì «ðêM™¬ô & Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò óèCòˆ¬î Üõ˜èœ 
ðˆFóñ£èŠ ð£¶è£ˆ¶ ¬õˆF¼Šðî£è àí˜õ¬îˆ î£¡ 
Üõ˜èœ M¼‹¹Aø£˜èœ â¡ð¬î ï£¡ ÜP‰¶ªè£‡«ì¡. 
âQÂ‹ Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò å¼ºèŠð´ˆîŠð†ì ß´ð£´  
â¡¬ù ñù‹ ªïAö„ ªêŒî¶.

«ð£ó£ù¶ Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò ñù á‚èˆ¬î‚ °¬ôˆ¶ 
MìM™¬ô. Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò î¡ùôñŸø ªêô™ð£ìù£¶, 
ñQî õ£›‚¬è‚° å¼ ¹Fò «ñî¬è¬ñ¬ò‚ ªè£‡´ 
õ‰F¼‚Aø¶, ñQî êºî£òˆFŸ° å¼ ªð¼ ï‹H‚¬èJ¡ 
õ£‚°ÁF¬ò ÜOˆF¼‚Aø¶.
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

GloSSary: \
Words MeANINGs îI›Ü˜ˆî‹

shrug raise one’s shoulders slightly and 
momentarily 

«î£œð†¬ì¬ò Ü¬êˆî™

 tunic a loose outer garment without 
sleeves 

ï£ì£ «ð£†ì î÷˜‰î ÜƒA

slackened reduced  °¬ø‰î¶

demeanour appearance and behaviour «î£Ÿø‹ ñŸÁ‹ ïìˆ¬î

artless innocent, guileless Fø¬ñòŸø

hawk sell things crying out loudly, going 
from place to place 

ÃM MŸð¬ù ªêŒî™

deserted uninhabited, unoccupied ïìñ£†ì‹ Þ™ô£î

emigrate take up citizenship of another 
country 

ñŸø ï£†®Ÿ° Þì‹ ªðò˜î™

vexation annoyance «è£ð‹

vestibule lobby ï¬ìð£¬î

chatter a series of short, quick ÜFèñ£ù êˆîˆ¶ì¡ Üó†¬ì 
Ü®ˆî™

high pitched sounds W› M¿‹ êˆîƒèœ

intrude enter without permission Þ¬ìòÁ

rubble debris, broken bricks è†®ìˆF¡ Þ®‰î °Mò™

SynonymS: S:
Words syNoNyMs îI›Ü˜ˆî‹

appeared seemed «î£¡Áî™

artless innocent, guileless Fø¬ñòŸø, ÜŠð£Mˆîùñ£ù  

beneath under Ü®J™

blinked twinkled CI†ì™

brisk active ²Á²ÁŠð£è

burst out commence ªî£ìƒ°î™

cautious careful èõùñ£è

companion friend ï‡ð¡

cubicle compartment ð´‚¬è Ü¬ø

deserted uninhabited, unoccupied ïìñ£†ì‹ Þ™ô£î, ¬èMìŠð†ì

destination aim, motto Þô‚°

determinedly resolutely b˜ñ£ùñ£è, àÁFò£ù

devotion loyalty Ü˜ŠðEŠ¹

disapproval opposition âF˜Š¹
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

earnest honest «ï˜¬ñò£ù

emigrate take up citizenship of another country ñŸø ï£†®Ÿ° Þì‹ ªðò˜î™

errands odd jobs â´H® «õ¬ô 

fountain water fall ªêòŸ¬è c¼ŸÁ

frequently often Ü®‚è®

greeted welcomed õó«õŸø™ / àðêKˆî™

hope trust ï‹H‚¬è

humanity the quality of  being humane ñQî£Hñ£ù‹

intrude enter without permission Þ¬ìÎÁ, Ü¬ö‚è£ñ™ ªê™ 

leaped jumped °Fˆî™

lively active, energetic ²Á²ÁŠð£è

maturity mental development ºF˜„C

murmured whispered ºù°î™

opera genre for classical music Þ¬êï£ìè‹

paused stopped GÁˆ¶î™

pavement path for pedestrians ï¬ìð£¬î

persuaded induced ÜP¾Áˆ¶

pretty beautiful, attractive Üöè£ù

propped up supported, hold up ÝîKˆî™

provoked stimulated É‡´î™ 

quite complete º¿¬ñò£è

relied upon depended on ê£˜‰F¼ˆî™

resemblance to be similar åˆF¼ˆî™, åŠð

scarce rare ÜKî£è

seriously extremely bMóñ£ù

set off start Ýó‹H / ªî£ìƒ°

shabby mean, unfair è‰îô£ù

slackened reduced °¬ø‰î¶ (ñ‰îñ£ù¶)

starvation hunger, apetite ð†®Q, ðC

strangely unusual MˆFò£êñ£è

tangled not in a state of order C‚èô£ù, ðó†¬ì

tender gentle I¼¶õ£ù

tiny small CPò

tomb burial place, pyramid êñ£F, è™ô¬ø

vexation annoyance «è£ð‹

willingness enthusiasm, eager Ý˜õ‹
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

Choose the most appropriate synonyms of the underlined word from the options 
given below.
 1. As we drove through the foothills of the Alps two small boys stopped us on the outskirts of Verona.
 a) inside b) borders c) fence d) platform  
 2. He shrugged his shoulders to convey his disapproval of their shabby appearance.
 a) raised b) lowered c) bent d) made  
 3. My companion spoke to the boys discovered that they were brothers.
 a) searched b) looked c) persuaded d) found 
 4. Then as trade slackened we went over.
 a) made b) raised c) reduced d) increased 
 5. They greeted us with friendly faces.
 a) welcomed b) blamed c) cursed d) insulted 
 6. He glanced at us hopefully.
 a) chatted b) looked c) feared d) found 
 7. As we made the rounds, my interest was again provoked by their remarkable demeanour.
 a) behaviour b) cleverness c) wisdom d) greatness 
 8. Jacopo was lively as a squirrel.
 a) dull b) lazy c) boring d) smart 
 9. Nicola and Jacopo could be relied upon to satisfy our needs.
 a)	fulfill b) irritate c) annoy d) bore  
 10. They shined shoes, sold fruit, hawked  newspapers.
 a) induced b) sold c) bought d) wrote

antonymS:
Words                                                                                             ANToNyMs

appeared («î£¡Áî™;) x disappeared (ñ¬øî™)

artless (Fø¬ñòŸø, ÜŠð£M) x cunning (õ…êèñ£ù)

brisk (²Á²ÁŠð£è) x inactive (²Á²ÁŠH™ô£î)

cautious (èõùñ£è) x careless (èõùI™ô£î)

companion (ï‡ð¡) x enemy (âFK)

deserted (ïìñ£†ìI™ô£î) x inhabited (°®J¼ˆî™;)

devotion  (Ü˜ŠðEŠ¹) x disloyal (Ü˜ŠðEŠ¹ Þ™ô£î)

frequently (Ü®‚è®) x seldom (ÜKî£è)

greeted (õ£›ˆ¶î™;) x cursed (êHˆî™)

hope (ï‹H‚¬è) x despair (ï‹H‚¬èJ¡P)

lively (²Á²ÁŠð£è) x inactive («ê£‹«ðPò£è)

maturity (ºF˜„C) x immaturity (ºF˜„C Þ™ô£î)

murmured (ºù°î™) x shouted (èˆ¶î™)

paused (GÁˆ¶î™) x started (ªî£ìƒ°î™)
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persuaded (ÜP¾Áˆ¶î™) x dissuaded (î´ˆî™)

pretty (ÜöAò) x ugly (ÜCƒèñ£ù)

quite (º¿¬ñò£è) x incomplete (º¿¬ñò¬ìò£î)

scarce (ÜKî£è) x frequently (Ü®‚è®)

seriously (bMóñ£ù) x causally (ê£î£óíñ£è)

shabby (è‰îô£ù) x fresh (ÉŒ¬ñò£ù)

strangely (MˆFò£êñ£ù) x usual (õö‚èñ£ù)

tangled (C‚èô£ù, ðó†¬ì) x disentangled (âO¬ñò£è)

tender (I¼¶õ£ù) x hard (è®ùñ£ù)

tiny (CPò) x large (ªðKò)

vexation («è£ð‹) x patience (Ü¬ñF)

Choose the most appropriate antonyms of the underlined word from the options 
given below:
 1. They were selling wild strawberries.
 a) buying b) bearing c) making d) doing 
 2. you will get fruit much better in Verona.
 a) greater b) worse c) smaller d) longer  
 3. The other a shortened army tunic gathered in loose folds about his skinny frame.
 a) lightened b) tightened c) lengthened d) brightened 
 4. Nicola, the elder was 13.
 a) older b) younger c) senior d) superior 
 5. We bought their biggest basket.
 a) tallest b) greatest c) smallest d) largest 
 6. Jacopo , his head resting upon his brother’s shoulder was asleep.
 a) sleepy b) awake c) dreamy d) living 
 7. Must you work so hard?.
 a) difficult b) tough c) easy d) simple 
 8. He smiled uncomfortably.
 a) comfortably b) inconveniently c) innocently d) cunningly 
 9. The following afternoon we drove to the tiny village.
 a) small b) little c) big d) great 
 10. A pleasant looking woman with steel-rimmed spectacles appeared.
 a) vanished b) seemed c) looked d) glanced

textual QueStionS

 1. answer the following questions in one or two sentences each based on your 
understanding of the story.    Page - 5 

 a) Whom did the narrator meet at the outskirts of Verona?
 The narrator met at the outskirts of Verona two small boys who were selling strawberries. 
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 b) Why did the driver not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys?
 The driver did not approve of the narrator buying fruits from the boys because of their shabby 

appearance. He said that he would get fruit much better in Verona. 
 c) The boys did not spend much on clothes and food. Why?
 The boys did not spend much on clothes and food because they had to earn money for their sister 

who had been admitted in hospital.
 d) Were the boys saving money to go the states? How do you know?
 The boys were not saving money to go to the States. We learn from the nurse that the boys made 

their payment for their sister in hospital every week without fail. 
 e) Why did the author avoid going to Lucia’s room?
 The author did not want to intrude upon this happy family party. So he avoided going to Lucia’s 

room. 
 f) What was Lucia suffering from?
 Lucia was suffering from tuberculosis of the spine. 
 g) What made the boys join the resistance movement against the Germans?
 The boys hated the Germans who had destroyed their house and family. This made the boys join 

the resistance movement against the Germans. 
 h) What made the boys work so hard?
 The boys had admitted their sister Lucia in an expensive hospital and they had to pay Lucia’s 

medical charge every week. This made the boys work so hard. 
 i) Why didn’t the boys disclose their problem to the author?
  The author knew that the boys wanted to keep this matter a secret. He felt that their selfless 

action brought new nobility to human life.
 approve - ê‹ñF; shabby appearance - Üôƒ«è£ôñ£ù «î£Ÿø‹; payment - è†ìí‹; intrude 

- î¬ôJ´; avoided - îM˜ˆî™; tuberculosis - â½‹¹¼‚A «ï£Œ; distroyed - ÜNˆî; resistance 
movement - âF˜Š¹ Þò‚è‹; expensive - ªêô¾ ÜFèñ£ù; nobility - «ñî¬è¬ò.

2. answer the following questions in three or four sentences each.  page - 5 
 a) describe the appearance of Nicola and Jacopo.
 One boy had on a worn jersey and cut–off khaki pants, the other a shortened army tunic gathered 

in loose folds about his skinny frame. They had brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest eyes. 
Nicola, the elder was 13. Jacopo the younger was nearly 12. 

 b) What were the various jobs undertaken by the little boys?
 The two little boys sold strawberries; they shined the shoes in the morning. They took the 

visitors to various places in the town like Juliet’s tomb and other places of interest. They hawked 
newspapers and ran errands. 

 c) How did the narrator help the boys on sunday? 
 The two boys requested the author to take them in his car to Poleta. The author drove to Poleta 

with the boys. They drew up at a large red-roofed villa, The boys leaped from the car and told 
the author to wait for only an hour. After meeting their sister Lucia who was admitted there for 
tuberculosis, they returned to the car. 

 d) Who took the author to the cubicle? 
 The author followed the boys and found it to be a hospital. He wanted to know the whereabout of 

the boys. He met a trained nurse and asked her about the boys. She took him to the cubicle and 
bade him look through the glass partition. The author saw the boys talking to their sister happily. 

 e) describe the girl with whom the boys were talking to in the cubicle. 
 The two boys were seated at the bedside of a girl of about twenty. She was wearing a pretty lace 

jacket and was listening to their chatter. Her eyes were soft and tender. She had the resemblance 
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of her brothers. There was a vase of wild flowers kept on her table. There were a dish of fruit and 
several books. 

 f) recount the untold suffering undergone by the siblings after they were rendered homeless? 
 Two little siblings, Nicola, the elder, was 13 and Jacopo, was nearly 12. The war destroyed their 

family and rendered them homeless. Their sister Lucia suffered from TB and was admitted in a 
hospital. To save her the boys did all the available jobs and earned money for her treatment. From 
early morning to late night they worked hard. They didn’t eat well. They didn’t have any good 
dresses. By their selfless and hard work, they were cube to get their sister Lucia recovered from TB. 

 g) The narrator did not utter a word and preferred to keep the secret to himself. Why? 
substantiate the statement with reference to the story. 

 The author heard from the nurse the miserable life of the two brothers and their sister Lucia who 
was admitted in hospital for tuberculosis. The boys worked from early morning to mid-night to 
earn money for Lucia’s treatment. They were prompt in paying the medical bill every week. The 
author thought of the boys very high. He could not utter a word to the boys. He was led to keep 
the secret to himself. Had he asked the boys about their life, they would have been hurt about their 
poor life.

 tangled - ðó†¬ì; tomb - è™ô¬ø; hawked - ÃM MŸøù˜; errands - «ï£‚èˆ«î£´; leaped 
- °Fˆîù˜; sibilings - °ö‰¬îèœ; destroyed - ÜN‰î¶; resemblance - åŸÁ¬ñ; recovered - 
°íñ¬ìî™; miserable - ¶‚èèóñ£ù; prompt - îõø£î; utter - ºù°; hurt - è£òŠð´ˆ¶.

textual paraGraphS

 3. answer the following in a paragraph of 100 - 150 words each. 
 a) What was the driving force that made the boys do various jobs?

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret
Character :  Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse 

 
   The war destroyed their house and rendered them houseless. Above all, their sister Lucia 

who was a singer suffered from tuberculosis. The two brothers had nothing in life but they had 
the spirit to rebuild their house and to give Lucia the best treatment in an expensive hospital. 
They wanted to see her fully recovered and she should sing again. This had been their driving 
force for the two brothers so they did all the available jobs. They sold fruits, shined shoes and 
hawked newspapers. They ran errands. There was seriousness in their faces. They could be relied 
upon. With great devotion and selflessness, they earned money for Lucia’s treatment, she too got 
recovered.

 destroyed - ÜN‚èŠð†ì; rendered - îœOò¶; suffered - ð£F‚èŠð†ì£¡; spirit - àœ÷àÁF; 
available - A¬ìˆî; seriousness - bMó‹; devotion - Ü¡¹; selflessness - ²òïôñŸø.

 b) How was the family affected by the war?

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret
Character :  Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse 

 
   The war affected the family leaving the two boys and their sister Lucia alone in the world. 

Their father who had been a well – known singer was killed in the war. A bomb had destroyed 
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

their home and rendered them homeless. They had always known a comfortable and cultured 
life. Lucia had herself been training as a singer. Now they had been suffering horribly from near 
starvation and exposure to the cold winter. For months they lived in a sort of shelter they built 
with their own hands. The Germans ruled the city for three years. When the war was over they 
came back to their beloved sister. They found her suffering from tuberculosis of spine. With 
under wanted spirit they gave her the best treatment in an expensive hospital. With determination 
and devotion they worked hard and earned money. Their sister got recovered slowly. It is a story 
of love and sacrifice.

 wellknown - ï¡èPòŠð†ì; comfortable - ²èñ£ù; cultured life - ï£ègè õ£›‚¬è; starvation - 
ð†®Q; exposure - Fø‰F¼ˆî™; determination - Fìñ£ù«ï£‚è‹; sacrifice - Fò£è‹.  

 c. Write a character sketch of Nicola and Jacopo.

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret
Character :  Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse 

Nicola, the elder 13 and Jacopo, the younger was nearly 12. They had the shabby appearance 
in their worn dresses, they had been working hard from early morning to midnight with a purpose. 
They had great love for their sister Lucia, who had been admitted in an expensive hospital, for 
tuberculosis. They gave her the best treatment. They had to earn money for her treatment. But 
they did not have any despair with devotion, determination and sacrifice, they did all the available 
jobs. The author happened to meet the two brothers on the outskirts of Verona. They were selling 
strawberries. Then next day he saw them shining shoes. The author’s interest was provoked by their 
remarkable behaviour. He said that they were childish and quite artless. When the author came to 
know of the life of the two brothers and their sister Lucia the nurse from, he was astonished and 
dumbfound. He said that the war had not broken their spirit. Their selfless action brought a new 
nobility to human life.

 shabby - Üôƒ«è£ôñ£ù; appearance - «î£Ÿø‹; purpose - «ï£‚è‹; provoked - É‡´î™; 
remarkable - °PŠHìˆî‚è; astonished - Ý„êKòŠð´î™; dumbfound - õ£ò¬ìˆî™.  

 d) What message is conveyed through the story “Two Gentlemen of Verona”?

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret
Character :  Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse 

The story “ Two Gentlemen of Verona” conveys a great message to all the people. Under any 
circumstances a man should not lose the spirit and hope. The two brothers proved it. The war 
destroyed their life and rendered the brothers and their sister Lucia homeless. They were thrown into 
the streets. Besides, Lucia suffered from tuberculosis.  The boys did not lose their heart and spirit 
with devotion and determination they earned money for treatment. They worked hard from morning 
to midnight and earned money. She too got recovered gradually and would sing as before. It is all 
because of their love, devotion, sacrifice, sincerity and maturity. The author said that their selfless 
action brought a new nobility to human life.

 convey - â´ˆ¶„ªê™½î™; message - ªêŒF; gradually - ªñ¶õ£è; sincerity - à‡¬ñò£è; 
maturity - ñùºF˜„C.
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

 e. Justify the title of the story “Two Gentlemen of Verona”.

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret
Character :  Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse 

The author saw the two brothers Nicola 13 and Jacopo 12 selling strawberries on the outskirts of 
Verona. Then he had been watching the boys doing different jobs from morning to midnight. They 
earned money for a purpose. Their sister had been admitted in a costly hospital for tuberculosis at 
Poleta. Every Sunday they visited her and paid the bill promptly. The author was astonished to find 
love for their sister, devotion of work, sacrifice and honesty in doing jobs. They never wanted to beg 
but got money only by their sweats. The author came to know the history of the two boys and Lucia 
from a nurse. She was recovering gradually and could sing soon. The boys dignity and honour did 
allow them to reveal their path tie life to the author. The author realised that their nobility made them 
“Two Gentlemen of Verona”. So the title given to story is apt and just.

 different - ð™«õÁ; promptly - îõø£ñ™; sweats - à¬öŠH™; dignity - ªð¼‰î¡¬ñ; honour - 
ñKò£¬î; apt - ªð£¼ˆîñ£è.

 f. Adversity brings out the best as well as the worst in people. elucidate this statement with 
reference to the story.

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret
Character :  Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse 

 There is a proverb ‘ Necessity is the mother of invention'. In the same, adversity brings out the 
best as well as the worst in people'. The two brothers Nichola and Jacopo were thrown in the streets 
and made homeless by the war. They had no place to lay their heads and nothing to eat. So they had 
sufferings which couldn’t be explained or told.

But these boys did not lose their heart in life. They built a small shelter with their own hands. 
They brought out the best hidden in them. They started doing all the available jobs from morning 
to midnight. They earned money enough to treat their sister Lucia admitted in a costly hospital for 
tuberculosis. She too recovered gradually and returned to sing. So adversity in the life of these two 
siblings brought out their noble qualities, love, devotion, and sacrifice. The author said that their 
selfless action brought a new nobility to human life.

 proverb - ðöªñ£N; necessity - «î¬õ; adversity - èwìG¬ô; sufferings - èwìƒèœ; hidden - 
ñ¬ø‰îœ÷; sibilings - °ö‰¬îèœ.

 g. Which character do you like the most in the story and why?

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back two did not know about their secret
Character :  Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Luigi, Nurse 
I like the character of Lucia the most in the story. She had been embodiment of love and the 

driving force to her two brothers. They lived, worked and earned money only for her. They had such 
a great love for Lucia their sister who was admitted in a costly hospital for tuberculosis at Poleta. 
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They visited her every Sunday with the money they had earned. Only happiness was found in their 
meetings. The author witnessed such happiness when he brought them in his car to poleta. Lucia’s 
love for the boys and the patience she had in her sufferings made me love her character the most.

 embodiment - Þ¬íˆî™; driving force - õN ïìˆ¶‹ ê‚F; earned - ê‹ð£Fˆî™; happiness - 
ê‰«î£û‹; witnessed - è‡Ãì£èŠ ð£˜ˆ¶í˜î™; patience - ªð£Á¬ñ.

Centum StudentS

                    syNoPsIs 

  Introduction
  The outskirts of Verona
  The two young boys turn out 
  A bundle of unsold newspapers
  The narrator gladly agrees
  The narrator hesitates
  The payments regularly
  Conclusion 

Introduction:
Born in 1896, the author of the novel, A.J Cronian was a medical Practitioner in Wales and London. 

When he was recovering from an illness, he landed up writing his first novel ‘Hatter’s Castle’. He 
instantly became popular with this novel. So, he decided to give up the medical profession and took 
up writing as a full-time career. ‘The Spanish Gardener’ is one of his most notable works. In this 
article, read 'Two Gentlemen of Verona' summary, another one of his renowned works.

The outskirts of Verona:
The narrator is driving through the foothills of the Alps along with his companion. While driving 

on the outskirts of Verona, two young boys who sell wild strawberries stop their car. The small boys 
appear to be quite shabby and the driver is not keen on buying strawberries from them. Then the 
narrator’s companion gets to know that the boys are brothers. The elder one aged 13 is Nicola, and 
the younger brother, aged 12, is Jacopo.

 The Two young Boys Turn out: 
The narrator and his companion buy the biggest basket of strawberries from the boys and go 

towards the city. The next morning, they again see the same two boys doing the shoe shining job 
and on being asked, they say that they do many things for a living. They also tell the narrator and his 
companion that they could work as guides and show the visitors places of interest in the town. So, 
the narrator asks them to take them to Juliet’s tomb. During the time of their stay in the town, the 
two young boys turn out to be very helpful to the visitors.

A Bundle of Unsold Newspapers:
Then, the boys are found with a bundle of unsold newspapers and are ready to sell them when the 

last bus arrived one night. The narrator then talks to them and asks them why they are working so 
hard. He also told them that they seem to fetch sufficient money, so why were they not spending 
anything on clothes and food. Nicola tells him that they had something in their minds but he does 
not elaborate.

The Narrator Gladly Agrees:
Jacopo then requests the narrator to drop them in his car to the village Poleta that is around 30 

kilometers away. He requests him and says that it would be a great favor. Although, Nicola does not 
like the fact that his brother is troubling the narrator. But the narrator gladly agrees to help the boys 
with reaching that place. So, the next afternoon, he along with his companion drives to the village. 
After dropping them, the small boys enter a large red-roofed villa, which is actually a hospital.
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The narrator hesitates:
The narrator hesitates to enter the hospital room. He tries to find out from the nurse about the girl 

in the hospital and the boys. Later, the nurse tells him that Lucia is the sister of these two boys and 
is suffering from tuberculosis. She also mentions that a bomb destroyed their home during the war. 
And even their father, a widower, had got killed during the early part of the war. When he died, his 
three children were left to starve. 

The Payments regularly:
She told the narrator that the boys also started hating the Germans who came to rule the city and 

even became a part of the resistance movement. Once the war was over, Lucia got affected with 
tuberculosis and the boys had to admit her to the hospital. So, they have been trying their best to 
make the payments regularly to the hospital.

Conclusion: 
The narrator waited outside the room. He did not say anything to the boys on their way back in 

order to give the impression that they did not know about their secret.

SloW learnerS

Title : “Two GentleMen of Verona”
Author : A.J. Cronin
Theme :  The boys on their way back, two did not know about their secret
Character : Nicola, Jacopo, Lucia, Narrator, Nurse, Luigi. 

 i. Nicola and Jacopo were brothers.
  ii. War ruined their family.
 iii. Their sister Lucia was suffering from tuberculosis.
 iv. They did all sorts of jobs and lamed money for her treatment.
 v. The narrator was a kind and helpful person.
 vi. He helped them buy fruits and drop in their village.
 vii. But the  boys did not want anybody’s sympathy and charity.
viii. They proved their love, devotion and sincerity.

 VoCabulary

 a)  read the following words taken from the story. Give two synonyms and one 
antonym for each of these words. use a dictionary, if required. Page - 6

Word synonyms Antonym
cautious careful, prudent careless
disapprove reject, refuse accept
brisk quick, fast slow
engaging occupying, employing Boring
humble modest, low High
eager anxious, earnest Patient
resistance opposition, prevention Irresistance
persuade convince, influence dissuade
scarce rare, scrimpy Abundant
nobility honour, dignity dishonour
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b) homophones and Confusables :
 i) Given below is a list of common confusables. distinguish the meaning of each pair of words 

by framing your own sentences. 
 a)  emigrate  : People emigrate to America from the eastern countries to earn money. 
   immigrate :  People from eastern countries immigrate into West Bengal
 b)  beside  :  There is a temple beside our house. 
   besides  :  Raju gets salary besides rent from buildings. 
 c)  judicial  :  Judges and lawyers perform judicial functions. 
   judicious  :  He is always judicious in his behaviour. 
 d)  eligible  :  She is fully eligible to this particular job. 
   illegible  :  Your hand writing is illegible. 
 e)  conscience :  He has the conscience of the consequence of drinking liquor. 
   conscious  :  The injured man is conscious and he is admitted in hospital. 
 f)  industrial  :  Coimbatore is an industrial city. 
   industrious :  People are industrious at Sivakasi. 
 g)  eminent  :  Einstein was an eminent scientist. 
   imminent  :  A great disaster to mankind is imminent due to global warming. 
 h)  illicit  :  He is an illicited child. 
  elicit  :  The lawyer elicited the truth from the accused by his clever arguments. 
 i)  prescribed :  Doctor prescribed the latest medicines for his patients. 
   proscribed :  They are proscribed for his illegal activities. 
 j)  affect  :  Smoking affects one’s health. 
   effect  :  The effect of the tonic is good. 
 k)  aural  :  My friend has an aural problem for a long time. 
   oral  :  oral test decides appointment for the job in an interview. 
 l)  born  :  Gandhi was born on 2nd October.  
   borne  :  The sufferings are borne patiently by women.

 ii) fill in the blanks with suitable homophones or confusables. page-6
wallet Valet hoard Horde
fairy weary desert dessert
medal mettle night knight
wait weight sweet sweat
yoke yolk plain Plane
grown crown might Mite
earn yearn quite quiet / quit

 c) Give the meanings of the following phrasal verbs and frame sentences using them. page-7
cut off come upon put out
draw up pass out take off
turn away stand by bank on

 1. cut off : (stopped) 
   He cut off his friendship with me. 
 2. come upon : (meet a person unexpectedly) 
  I came upon my old friend in Chennai. 
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 3. put out : (extinguish) 
  The fire engine put out the fire in the village. 
 4. draw up : (halt / stop) 
  The car drew up at the gate of the park. 
 5. pass out : (distribute or send) 
  Please pass out these dishes to others. 
 6. take off : (rise up) 
  The plane took off very smoothly. 
 7. turn away : (change the direction) 
  He turned away his face on seeing me at a distance. 
 8. stand by : (be ready to help) 
  My friend stands by me in my sorrow and joy. 
 9. bank on : (keep something upon) 
  We bank our hope on God.

	d)	Read	the	list	of	words	formed	by	adding	suffixes.			Page-7

frequently satisfaction willingness
comfortable resemblance nobility

Form two derivatives from each of the following words by adding prefixes and suffixes.

Word Prefix Suffix
patient impatient Patiently
honour dishonour Honourable
respect disrespect respectful
manage mismanage Management
fertile Infertile fertility
different Indifferent differently
friend Befriend friendship
obey disobey obedient

liSteninG

Floods are an inevitable natural disaster which can occur in any part of the world. Floods can 
prove all the more disastrous in localities, where population density is high. Preparation for Disaster 
Management has become imperative for any city, town or village during monsoons.

The Government Department entrusted with Disaster Management makes periodic announcements 
about the precautions to be taken whenever floods are anticipated.

Now, you are going to listen to the cautionary instructions that are given to the general public living 
in flood-prone areas. 
listen carefully and complete the following sentences.
 a) The announcement was made by the Department of .......... .    

 Ans: disaster management
 b) Widespread heavy rains are expected from the early hours of ............. . 
  Ans: sunday
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 c) The public is asked to find out the location of ............. . 
  Ans: the closet flood shelters
 d) An emergency kit should contain water bottles, biscuit packets and a ............... .
  Ans: torch light, medical supplies, and a whistle for help
 e) A list of .............. should be displayed on the wall. 
  Ans: emergency telephone number 
 f) Important documents can be secured by keeping them in a ............... case. 
  Ans: waterproof
 g) Damage to refrigerators can be avoided by ........... . 
  Ans: emptying them and leaving their doors open
 h) Mobile phones should be charged to enable the marooned to contact their friends, relatives and 

............ . 
  Ans: emergency service
 i) ............. should be placed in the toilet bowls to prevent sewage inflow. 
  Ans: sand bags
 j) Listen to the ............... and follow the instructions implicitly. 
  Ans: periodic news updates

SpeaKinG

task 1  Page-8
  on the occasion of World environment day, you have been asked to deliver a speech during 

morning assembly on the importance of tree planting. Write the speech in about 100 – 150 
words.

   Introduction
   Suggested value points
  Pollution control – Medicine – Necessary for wildlife – Cause rainfall
   Conclusion

Importance of tree planting
Very good morning to all. I’m going to speak about the importance of tree-planting. Today we 

are talking about global warming, less rainfall, change of seasons etc., The main cause for all the 
above happenings is the destructions of forests. Trees being an essential part of nature help all 
the lives on this earth and also save the earth. Not knowing this, man cuts trees and destroys the 
forests only for his benefits.

Trees purify air by taking carbon-di-oxide from it. They keep the atmosphere unpolluted and 
save the ozone layer. They give us fruits, woods and shelter to the animals and birds. Trees bring 
monsoon rains and make the earth fertile. Trees prevent soil erosion and also stop ice melting in 
the poles due to global warming. So trees are the source of life. So we should not allow the trees 
to be destroyed. We must compensate the loss of trees by planting saplings. Thank you for the 
opportunity given.

task 2  page-9

  Prepare a speech on “The importance of a reading habit” in about 100–150 words using the 
hints given below together with your own ideas.

  Introduction
  Suggested value points
  Knowledge enrichment – Skill development – Meaningful usage of time – Overall development
   Conclusion
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Importance of a reading habit
Good morning to all. I would like to talk on ‘The importance of a reading habit’.
I’m sorry to say that reading habit is diminishing. It is all due to the advent of T.V and mobiles. 

But the book fairs conducted in various cities and towns give us some consolation. People visit 
such fairs in large numbers. So we find renewal of interest in reading books.

We must realize the value of books. They help us get knowledge about great men and about the 
world. They make us cultured. They develop our reasoning knowledge. Books are also called as 
our friends and true companions. For the old people they are inseparable companions. Books give 
us knowledge and good reasoning power and we know the history of the world. We must spare 
some time every day to read books. This will increase our habit of reading.

readinG

  read the passage given below and make notes.  page-9
For passage Refer Text Book Page No. - 9.

  Title : smart Cities
 1. Government of India :
  a) initiated smart cities
  b) resolve urban problems
 2. Urban forestry
  a) Management of trees
  b) Physiological, sociological and economic well being of the society.
 3. sponges
  a) Mangroves, lakes, grasslands and forests.
  b) absorb the air and noise pollution
  c) cultural, recreational hotspots
 4. Urban forests
  a) reduce cost of building
  b) neutralizing urban heat
 5. Trees, herbs, sherbs
  a) arrest sedimentation and other pollutants.
  b) help improve on aquatic eco system
  c) boost through the urban forests
  d) connect children to natural environment

Grammar

tenSeS
Task - 1 
tick the correct options and complete the dialogue. 
 A   : Hello. What do you watch / are you watching? 
 B   : A programme about the Jallian Wala Bagh massacre, which I recorded last night. I study / 

I’m studying about it this term. 
 A   : All that I know / I’ve known about it is that hundreds of people died / had died in it. 
 B   : Yes, it was much, much worse than anyone has expected / had expected. It went on /  

has gone on for hours. Do you want / Have you wanted to watch the programme with me? 
 A   : No, thanks. I’ve got to do some veena practice. I’ve just remembered / I just remembered 

that we’ve got a concert tomorrow, and I don’t have / haven’t had time to practise my new 
piece this week. 

 B   : OK. I’ve already done / I already did my practice, so I’ve got time to watch TV. See you later.
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Task - 2 
Complete the sentences with the correct tense form of the verbs in brackets. 
 a) Tell (tell) me exactly what happened (happen) last night! 
 b) Mrs. Mageswari is my Maths teacher. She has been teaching (teach) me for four years. 
 c) I had never thought (never /think) of a career in medicine before I spoke to my Biology teacher 

but now I am seriously considering (seriously/ consider) it. 
 d) Oh no! I forgot (forget) to bring my assignment! What am I going to do? This is the second time 

I have done (do) this! 
 e) I can’t remember what my teacher said (say) yesterday about our homework. I did not listen (not 

listen) properly because Hussain was talking (talk) to me at the same time. 
 f) Last year we went (go) on a school trip to Kanyakumari. We had (have) a very interesting time. 
 g) At the moment I am thinking (think) about what course to pursue next year but I have not made 

(not make) a final decision yet. 
 h) I get (get) up at 7 every morning but this morning I slept (sleep) for a long time and I did not get 

(not get) up until 8.

Task - 3
fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs given in the brackets. 
 a) Everyone was sleeping when the earthquake hit the small town. (sleep) 
 b) Evangelene quit her job a couple of years ago. (quit) 
 c) Where did you spend your last holidays? (you spend)
 d) I think Suresh will leave for Tiruvallur next morning. (leave) 
 e) I was angry that I had made such a mistake (make). 
 f) My mother was tired yesterday because she did not sleep well the night before (not sleep). 
 g) Her parents will be in Coimbatore for two weeks from today (be). 
 h) Nothing much had happened when I got to the meeting (happen). 
 i)  Scientists predict that by 2050, man will have landed on Mars. (land) 
 j) Sh! Someone is listening to our conversation! (listen) 
 k) The plane will take off in a few minutes. (take) 
 l) They were talking about me when I interrupted their conversation. (talk) 
 m) Justin and his parents are living in an apartment right now because they can’t find a cheap house. 

(live) 
 n) Rajini Prem’s family is in Chengalpet now. (be). 
 o) Yusuf goes to the movies once in a while (go) 
 p) This has been an easy quiz so far (be). 
 q) Our team did not win any games last year. (not win) 
 r) We saw a wonderful film at the cinema last night. (see) 
 s) Hurry up! The movie has already begun (already begin)

modal auxiliarieS:  Page - 14
Task - 1 
Fill	in	the	blanks	with	modal	auxiliaries.	
 a) The candidates should answer five out of ten questions. 
 b) How dare you open my bag? 
 c) Tajudeen can finish this work by Monday. 
 d) May I go to school today? 
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 e) I wish you would tell me the truth 
 f) Poonam could not catch the bus yesterday. 
 g) People who live in glass houses should not throw stones. 
 h) You need not go to the market as I have brought vegetables. 
 i) Would you have taken all this trouble? 
 j) You must be joking. 
 k) I tried to climb up the tree, but could not. 
 l) Hima Das ran so fast that she could win the medal. 
 m) You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink. 
 n) I wouldn’t like to have a cup of coffee. 
 o) My grandfather used to visit this temple when he was young.
Task - 2
Complete the following sentences with modals using the clues given. 
 a) You should help the needy. (moral obligation) 
 b) If I were you, I would not behave like that. (conditional sentence) 
 c) I will never tell a lie. (determination) 
 d) My uncle might have reached by now. (possibility) 
 e) The patient is critical. He must be taken to the hospital.(compulsion) 
 f) I used to play hockey when I was a student. (past habit) 
 g) You must not attend my class. (order) 
 h) He might come today. (remote possibility) 
 i) You ought to follow the traffic rules. (regulation) 
 j) He will play the match. (willingness) 
 k) You should not waste time on it. (necessity) 
 l) Had the doctor come in time, he would have saved the patient.(probability)

reported SpeeCh:
Task - 1
read what these people say and rewrite as sentences. 

 1. I am very busy

  Raja said that he was very busy. 

 2. I have completed my work.   
  Satya said that he had completed his work. 

 3. I don’t like to go out.   

  Johnson said that he didn’t like to go out. 

 4. I have just come back from Chennai.   
  Akshita said that he had just come back from Chennai. 

 5. I am learning English.  
  Jayan said that he was learning english. 
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 6.  I bought a pen yesterday.  
  Madhu said that he had bought a pen the previous day. 

 7. We will go for shopping tomorrow.  
  Joseph and Mary said that they would go for shopping the next day. 

 8. We can’t attend the party.  
  Afsar and Ayesha said that they couldn’t attend the party. 

 9. How are you?  
  Satish asked him how he was. 

 10. I am fine. Thank you.   
  Victor said that he was fine and thanked him.

Task - 2
read the following dialogue and complete the report in the space provided. 
 a) Priya   : Where are you going? 
  Vijay   : I am going to the railway station. 
  Priya   : Why are you going there? 
  Vijay   : I want to receive my uncle who is coming from Bangalore. 
  Priya asked Vijay (a) where he was going. 
  Vijay replied (b) that he was going to the railway station. 
  Priya further inquired (c) Why he was going there. 
  Vijay stated that (d) he wanted to receive his uncle who was coming from Banglore. 

 b) Teacher  : Why are you late? 
  divya   : I missed the bus. 
  Teacher  : You should have reached the bus stop on time. 
  divya   : My grandmother is ill. So, I had to take her to the doctor. 
  Teacher  : I am sorry. What ails her? 
  divya   : She has high fever. 

The teacher asked Divya why she was late. Divya replied that (a) she had missed the bus.
The teacher told her that (b) she should have reached the bus stop on time. Divya said that her 
grandmother was ill and so she had to take her to the doctor. The teacher felt sorry and further asked 
her (c) what ailed her. Divya explained that she (had) had high fever.

Task - 3 
rewrite the following passage in indirect speech.

Pradeep got out of bed with much excitement. “It is going to be a lovely sunny day,” he remarked 
to his sister Varshini.

“ Just let me sleep a bit longer, Pradeep,” Varshini begged, “and since you are feeling so enthusiastic, 
” she suggested, “Why don’t you go and help mother in cooking?”

“ Sure, I will”, said Pradeep. “Can I help you, mum?”, he said to his mother.
“ Yes, of course. There are idlis and vadas on the dining table. Have your breakfast.”
“ Thank you, mum; I’ll surely help you by eating them.”
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Answer :
 Pradeep got out of bed with much excitment. He told his sister Varshini that it was going 

to be a lovely sunny day. Varshini begged Pradeep to let her sleep just a bit longer. she also 
asked him why he didn’t go and help mother in cooking since he was feeling so enthusiastic. 
Pradeep replied that he would and asked his mother if he could help her. But his mother asked 
him to have his breakfast as there were idlis and vadas on the dinning table. He thanked his 
mother and told her that he would surely help her by eating them.

WritinG

letter WritinG :
Sir,  
I request you to publish the following letter in your daily to address an important issue which needs 

immediate redressal. 
During week ends motorcyclists are seen racing on the East Coast road and the Old Mahabalipuram 

road of Chennai. The amateur racers are risking their own lives and of the public as well. They are 
fearless and irresponsible, not knowing the price of human lives. Risking others and their lives for 
their pleasure is highly condemnable. 

Even school students indulge in such activities and cause fatal accidents. The racers have started 
occupying the lanes and streets of busy localities. As such, the violation of traffic rules often results 
in loss of young lives. Such reckless riders who violate traffic rules should be punished severely. 

As a responsible citizen of the society, I request the authorities concerned to take appropriate 
measures to put an end to this menace. 

Yours truly, 
Srivatsav

Questions:
 a)  read the following letter carefully, discuss with your partner and answer the 

questions.
 a) Who is the sender of the letter?
 Srivastsav is the sender of the letter 
 b) Who is the receiver?
 The editor of a newspaper is the receiver. 
 c) What is the issue?
 Reckless riders who violate the traffic rules should be punished. 
 d) What is the request of the sender?
 The sender requests the concerned authorities to take appropriate measures to put an end to the 

menace. 
 e) Who will take steps after reading it?
 The traffic authorities will take steps after read it. 

 b) you have chosen Computer Science in the higher Secondary Course. Write a letter 
to your friend giving reasons for your choice. read the clues given in brackets to 
complete the letter.
dear raju, (Greeting),
Hope you are doing will. (enquire about his well being). I would like to inform you that I have 

chosen computer science in the Hsc. I have reasons for having chosen this course. Firstly we 
find today computer is used in all places in all departments, office, home etc. To day the world 
cannot go on without computer. It is a 'must’ in our life. (reason for your choice of group). 
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I wish, you to state your ambition. education is your choice. so choose a course as you like. 
(state your ambition).We come to hear so many unhealthy and unwanted happenings in social 
media and the society. (discuss recent unhealthy happenings in social media and the society). 
These have made me understand the demand or need of this profession. (demand or need of this 
profession). I have plans to pursue higher studies in this course. (higher studies or specialization).

All the best for your CA preparation. Convey my love to your parents.
Yours lovingly, 
ravi

Task 
 a)  you had been to your Grandma’s house during the summer holidays. you enjoyed your 

stay in her company. Write a letter to your Grandma stating how much you miss her after 
returning to your home. 

10th June 2020, 
10, West street, 

Chennai.

dear Grandma,
Hope you’re keeping good. I enjoyed my summer holidays very much when I stayed with you. I 

can’t forget in my life the love you had for me. I’m very happy to tell you that you took very minute 
care of my well-being.You told me good stories at night. I shall remember those stories. You took 
me to the temple. I enjoyed the green fields and the beautiful flowers full of fragrance. The cattle 
was grazing in the field. Playing under the mango tree is unforgettable. I enjoyed eating the mango 
fruits. I never felt the days passing quickly. I was very sorry when I left you. I have been longing for 
holidays to meet you again. Please take care of you. We shall meet soon again.

Thanking you.
Yours lovingly, 

Vignesh 
 b) you are the head of the english department in a renowned institution. you are invited to 

preside over the inauguration of the english Literary club in your alma mater. respond to 
the letter you have received either accepting the invitation or expressing your inability to 
attend the function.

from,         28th October 2020 
 S. John 
 Professor of English, Head of the Department, 
 Ultra Arts College, Trichy 
 Pin : XXXX

To, 
 The principal 
 Modern Higher secondary School, 
 Trichy 
 Pin : YYYY

Dear students,
It is a great pleasure for me to inaugrate your English Literary club. All of you know the importance 

of English today. To get a professional job, they expect the fluency of English from the candidate.
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The objectives of starting English Literary Club are to make you read English books and get 
the knowledge of English by conducting elocution competition in English, the skill of speaking in 
English will be developed.I request all of you to participate in all the activities of the club.

Thank you for the opportunity given to me.
Yours Sincerely, 

John
(Head of English Department) 

 c) Write a letter to the Headmaster of your school requesting him to help you obtain a duplicate 
mark sheet of class XII, which you lost while travelling. 

from,          14th July 2020, 
 Maran, 
 4th Main street,
 Madurai. 
 Pin : XXXX

To, 
 The principal ,
 Navi Higher secondary School, 
 Madurai .
 Pin : YYYY

Dear sir,
I was a student of this school in XII (with Computer science and Mathematics). I passed the 

examination in March 2019.
I lost my mark sheet while travelling by town bus. I need a duplicate mark sheet for joining the 

college. I have enclosed a certificate obtained from the police. They were not able to find the lost 
certificate.

I request you to be kind enough to get a duplicate mark sheet from the authority and issue me as 
early as possible. I will remain grateful to you for ever.

Yours faithfully, 
Maran 

 d) Write a letter to AZ Company requesting them to replace the defective juicer that you 
bought recently. Include the following details: the problem, date of purchase, receipt 
number, model and warranty.

From,         4th April 2020 
 Madhan, 
 Roja street,
 Madurai. 
 Pin : XXXX

To, 
 The Manager,
 AZ Company, 
 Madurai.
 Pin : YYYY
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Dear sir,
I purchased a Butterfly juicer from you on 20th March 2020. But within a week, we find the juicer 

is defective. It has started trouble and we don’t get full juice. The receipt number is 1238 and the 
model is 2019. I would like to mention that it has two years warranty. The xerox copy of warranty 
card is also enclosed. I request you to be good enough to replace a new juicer.

Thanking you.
Yours truly, 

Madhan 
 e) you wish to become a pilot. Write a letter to a college enquiring about the details of the 

pilot training course offered by the college. Include the following details in your enquiry: 
duration of the course, fee structure, scholarships, hostel facilities and placement details.

from,         4th May 2020, 
 Prabhu 
 4th cross treet 
 Madurai. 
 Pin : XXXX

To, 
 The Principal 
 Modern College, 
 Madurai 
 Pin : YYYY

Dear sir,
My life’s ambition is to become a pilot in life. I came to know that you offer a pilot training course 

in your college.
Would you please send me the following details which I need to know before joining the course?
details needed :
a) duration of the course, 
b) fee structure 
c) scholarships
d) hostel facilities 
e) placement details
 I shall be thankful if you send me the above mentioned details at your earliest convenience.

Thanking you.
Yours sincerely, 

Prabhu.
 f)  Write a letter to the manager of Waves furniture Company ordering furniture for a coaching 

centre. Include the following details: description of the furniture, number of pieces, mode of 
payment, time and delivery options.

from,         6th October 2020 
 V. Ragav, 
 The Principal, 
 Tejah Academy, 
 Virudhunagar,
 Pin : XXXX.
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To, 
 The Manager ,
 Waves Furniture Company, 
 Virudhunagar, 
 Pin : YYYY.
Dear sir,
We are starting a new Academy in about two weeks. We need furniture from you. Please send the 

following furniture mentioned below.
a) Writing Table - 50
b) Chairs - 100
c) Benches - 150
We will pay the amount on delivery. Please send the funiture as early as possible.

Thanking you.
Yours truly, 

V. Ragav
 g) Write an application for the post of Personal secretary to the Managing director of a 

company. Include the following details: Educational qualification, experience, various other 
qualifications required for the post. 

from 
 V. Pradeep, 
 5, Gandhi street, 
 Virudhunagar,
 Pin : XXXX .
To 
 Managing Director, 
 Ultra Pvt. Ltd., 
 54, Ambattur, 
 Chennai - 600 053.
Sir, 
Sub : Applicaion for the post of Personal Secretary. 
Ref : Advertisment in ‘The Hindu’ dated 11.11.2020. 

- - - 
With reference to your advertisement cited, I wish to apply for the post of Personal Secretary in 

your company. I have given my bio-data below for your reference. 
BIo -dATA

Name  :  V. Pradeep 
Residential address  :  5, Gandhi street, 
  Virudhunagar.
Age and date of birth  :  34 years, 30.04.1985 
Qualification  :  M.B.A., I class. Basic Knowledge in computer 
  Operations.
Experience  :  4 years in Modern Pvt. Ltd, Chennai. 
Languages Known  :  Tamil, English and Hindi. 

I have enclosed photo copies of my testimonials for your perusal. I request that my application 
may be favourably considered. I sincerely assure you sir, if I am selected for appointment. 
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Yours faithfully
V. Pradeep

encl : Copies of Testimonials 
Address on the envelope:
To 
 Ultra Pvt. Ltd., 
 54, Ambattur, 
 Chennai - 600 053.

 h) Write a letter the editor of a newspaper about the nuisance created by the roadside vendors 
blocking to the pavements and occupying the parking zone.

from,         6th November 2020 
 R. Rajesh 
 Roja street
 Chennai.
 Pin : XXXX
To, 
 The Editor 
 The Hindu (Tamil Edition), 
 Chennai.
 Pin : YYYY

Dear sir,
I would like to bring to your kind notice our great sufferings because of the roadside vendors 

blocking the pavements and occuping the parking zone. We are in a position to walk neither in the 
middle of the road nor on the pavements. We find no place to park our vehicles in the parking zone. 
Our sufferings are untold.

Please help the public by taking our suffering to the notice of the concerned authority and alleviate 
our sufferings as possible as you can.

Thanking you.
Yours truly, 

R. Rajesh 
 i) Write a letter to your relative or friend who is admitted in hospital for treatment of jaundice. 

Advise him/her not to worry about the illness and be positive. Assure him/her of your 
psychological and financial help during the crisis. 

15th August 2020, 
10, South car street, 

Sivakasi.
Dear Vasanth,
I feel very sorry to know that you have been admitted in Thirvengadam Hospital, Sivakasi for 

Jaundice. I hope you will recover in taking diet, Non oil items, water and complete rest for a month. 
I am eager to see. I hope I will find time to come over to hospital and see you. Please follow the 
advice given by the doctor strictly.

I wish you a speedy recovery.
Thanking you.

Yours lovingly,
R. Anand
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ÝòˆîŠðì™Warm up
 a) What thoughts come to your mind when you think about a castle? Add your ideas to the list.

Page - 19
  Moat, huge buildings, soldiers, weapons  posture gate, spacious flats, compound walls.  .
Ü) æ˜ Üó‡ñ¬ù¬ò G¬ù‚°‹ «ð£¶ àƒèœ ñùF™ «î£¡Á‹ C‰î¬ùèœ ò£¬õ? 

Þ‰îŠ ð†®ò½ì¡ àƒèœ è¼ˆ¶‚è¬÷»‹ «ê˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£œè.
 ÜèN, Hó‹ñ£‡ìñ£ù è†®ìƒèœ, Þó£µõ ió˜èœ, ð¬ì‚èô¡èœ, «î£óí 

õ£J™, Üè¡ø ñ£ìƒèœ, ñF™ ²õ˜èœ. 

 b) Have you ever visited a fort or a castle?
 Yes. I  visited  a fort or a castle. 
Ý) cƒèœ âŠ«ð£î£õ¶ å¼ «è£†¬ì Ü™ô¶ Üó‡ñ¬ù¬ò ð£˜¬õJ†´œk˜è÷£?

      Ý‹, ï£¡ «è£†¬ì¬òŠ ð£˜ˆF¼‚A«ø¡.

   c) fill in the following empty boxes.
  Þ) W›‚è‡ì è£L è†ìƒè¬÷ GóŠ¹è.

     edwin Muir (1887-1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator 
and critic. He was remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a 
relatively old age, and over the course of several years worked out an individual, 
philosophical style for which he gained recognition later in his life. First Poems and 
Chorus of the Newly Dead contain Muir’s initial attempts. Muir’s later collections 
include Variations on a Time Theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage and Other 
Poems, The Labyrinth, and One Foot in Eden.

   â†M¡ IÎ˜ (1887&1959) ¹è›ªðŸø vè£†ô£‡† èMë˜, ï£õ™ ÝCKò˜, ªñ£NŠªðò˜Šð£÷˜ 
ñŸÁ‹ Fø¡ ÝŒõ£÷˜ Ýõ£˜. Üõ˜ î‹º¬ìò ªîOõ£ù ð£ì™è÷£™ G¬ù¾‚ ÃøŠð´Aø£˜. 
ºFò õòF™ Þõ˜ èM¬î â¿î ¶õƒAù£˜. ðô Ý‡´èœ õ¬óJ™ îQ ïðó£èŠ ðEò£ŸPù£˜. 
î‹º¬ìò îˆ¶õï¬ì‚è£è î‹ õ£›ï£O¡ HŸð°FJ™ Þõ˜ ÜƒWèK‚èŠð†ì£˜. First poems 
and Chorus of the Newly Dead’ Þõ¼¬ìò ªî£ì‚è‚è£ô ºòŸCèœ Ý°‹. IÎK¡ HŸè£ôˆ 
ªî£°Š¹èœ W›‚è‡ìõŸ¬ø àœ÷ì‚Aòî£°‹.

   Variation on a time theme, The Narrow Place, The Voyage and other Poems, The Labyrinth, One Foot in 
Edem.

about the author    ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

Unit

1
Poem

the CaStle

Üó‡ñ¬ù (Ü) «è£†¬ì

- edwin Muir

-& â†M¡ º˜

Name Location
Fort St. George Chennai
Gingee Fort Chenji Viluppuram
Golconda Fort Near Hyderabad
Red Fort Delhi

ªðò˜ Þ¼ŠHì‹

ªêJ¡† ü£˜x «è£†¬ì, ªê¡¬ù

ªê…C‚ «è£†¬ì ªê…C M¿Š¹ó‹

«è£Lªè£‡ì£ «è£†¬ì ¬ýîó£ð£ˆ Ü¼A™ 

ªêƒ«è£†¬ì ªì™L
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    âFKèœ âƒèœ «è£†¬ì¬ò ºŸÁ¬èJ†ìù˜. â™ô£ õ¬èèO½‹ âƒèœ «è£†¬ì 
õL¬ñ I‚è¶. ï‹Iì‹ «ð£Fò «ð£˜‚è¼MèÀ‹, àí¾ ªð£¼†èÀ‹, Ü‡¬ì Üó²èO¡ 
Ýîó¾‹ Þ¼‰îî£™, ïñ‚° Ü„ê‹ ãŸðìM™¬ô. «è£†¬ìJ¡ H¡¹ø‹ å¼ ÞóèCò‚ èî¾ 
Þ¼‰î¶. Ü‚èîM¡ è£õô£O âFKè÷£™ õ£ƒèŠð†ì£¡. âFKèœ «è£†¬ì‚°œ ¹°‰¶ 
î£‚A„ «êîŠð´ˆFù˜. ªõ†èŠðì «õ‡®ò Þ‚è¬î¬ò ï£¡ ò£Kìº‹ ªê£™ôM™¬ô. îƒè‹ 
âÂ‹ âFK»ì¡ «ð£Kì ï‹Iì‹ Ý»îº‹ Þ™¬ô.

ð£ì„²¼‚è‹

Consolidation Points
  This poem details a past event where a soldier narates a castle being overtaken.
  It is an unspecified battle.
  The speaker lives in the castle where none could enter.
  Though the army is strong,there is plenty of food and, the castle is well guarded, the man are 

defeated.
  The enemy bribes the warder.
  He lets them in through a litle gate .
  The poem states that the army that can’t be bribed is the strongest.

Üó‡ñ¬ù Ü™ô¶ «è£†¬ì

ð‚è‹ & 19

«è£¬ì‚ è£ô‹ º¿õ¶‹ æŒõ£Œ Üñ˜‰F¼‰¶,
«è£†¬ì„ ²õ˜ eF¼‰î «è£¹óˆF™ Þ¼‰¶
¹™ôÁ‚°‹ ñQî˜èO¡ ¹¶Šªð£L¬õ óCˆ«î£‹
âFKŠ ð¬ì Þ¼Šð¶«õ£ Ü¬ó ¬ñ½‚° ÜŠð£™
àÁF ªè£‡ì ªï…Cù˜ ò£‹ å¼õ¼‚°‹ Ü…«ê£‹.

ñ¼†Cªè£œ÷, â¡ù¾‡´, â‡EŠ ð£˜ˆ«î£‹ ï£ƒèœ
Fó†Cò£è Ý»îº‹, àí¾‹ âñ‚° à‡´,
Ü´‚è´‚è£Œ, ÜEõ°‚°‹ dóƒAèœ à‡´,
Þ´‚è‡ õK¡ âF˜‚°‹ ï†¹ ð¬ìèœ Ü¼A™ à‡´
îA‚°‹ «è£¬ì„ ê£¬ô Í´‹ îOK¬ôèœ à‡´.

àÁF I° õ£J™èœ, å¼ƒA Üì˜‰î ²õ˜èœ,
ÜÁFJ†´‚ ÃPìô£‹ ñQî¡ âõÂ‹ ªõ™ô£¡
Å›„C ªè£‡´ è£™ðFˆ¶ ãPì Þòô£¶
i›„C«ò£ àJ˜«ð£ âñ‚° M¬óM™ M¬÷‰Fì£¶
M¬ö‰¶ àœ«÷ ¸¬ô‰¶õó ðø¬õò£™ î£¡ Þò½‹.

«ê£ó‹ «ð£è â¡ù Ý¬ê âFK á†ì º®»‹?
bó‹G¬ø â‹ î¬ôõ¡, FóÀ‹ à‡¬ñ ió˜...
ñ¬øõ£Œ å¼ °Áõ£ê™ Ü¬ñ‰F¼‰î¶ Üƒ«è
º¬ø«èì£Œ Ü¶ âñ‚° º®õ£ù¶ H¡«ù,
è¬øªê…ê‚ è£õôù£™ ð¬èõ˜ àœ«÷ ¸¬ö‰î£˜.

The Castle
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All through that summer at ease we lay,
And daily from the turret wall
We watched the mowers in the hay
And the enemy half a mile away
They seemed no threat to us at all.

For what, we thought, had we to fear
With our arms and provender, load on load,
Our towering battlements, tier on tier,
And friendly allies drawing near
On every leafy summer road.

Our gates were strong, our walls were thick,
So smooth and high, no man could win
A foothold there, no clever trick
Could take us dead or quick,
Only a bird could have got in.

What could they offer us for bait?
Our captain was brave and we were true…
There was a little private gate,
A little wicked wicket gate.
The wizened warder let them through.
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Oh then our maze of tunneled stone
Grew thin and treacherous as air.
The cause was lost without a groan,
The famous citadel overthrown,
And all its secret galleries bare.

How can this shameful tale be told?
I will maintain until my death
We could do nothing, being sold:
Our only enemy was gold,
And we had no arms to fight it with.

- edwin Muir

âõ¼‹ ¹KòMòô£ â‹ ¹F˜ G¬ø‰î õNèœ
ðîªó£¼õ¡ õ…¬ùò£™ ð£›ð†´Š «ð£ù«î
¹ô‹ð™ åL â¿Šð‚Ãì «ð£˜ió˜ Þ™¬ô,
¹è›I° ¹è™ Üóí£ù¶ ¹ó†® ÜN‚èŠð†ì¶,
ªð¼¬ñI° óèCòƒèœ ªõÁ¬ñò£AŠ «ð£ù¶.

ñ£ù‚«è´ Þî¬ù âŠð® ñù‰Fø‰¶ à¬óŠ«ð¡?
ñóí‹ õ¬ó Þî¬ù â‰î¡ ñùˆFÂœ«÷ ñ¬øŠ«ð¡
â¶¾‹ ªêŒò ÞòôM™¬ô, M¬ô«ðêŠ ð†«ì£‹;
âFK «õÁ âõÂI™¬ô ßùŠ ªð£Ÿè£² î£¡,
Ý»îƒèœ âñ‚A™¬ô ÜîÂì¡ «ð£Kì«õ.

         -& â†M¡ º˜

GloSSary:
Words MeANINGs îI› Ü˜ˆî‹

turret wall a small tower on top of a castle å¼ è†ìˆF™ àœ÷ CÁ«è£¹ó‹

mowers people who trim grass and level the 
lawns

ÜÁõ¬ì ªêŒðõ˜ ¹™ôÁ‚°‹ 
ñQî˜

provender food bõù‹ / àí¾

towering 
battlements

tall towers with openings to shoot the 
enemies

è‹dóñ£ù ªè£ˆî÷‹ / ÜEõ°‚°‹ 
HóƒWèœ

tier one above the other õK¬ê õK¬êò£è

friendly allies helpful or supporting nations or 
armed forces ï†¹ ð¬ìèœ

foothold advantageous position è£™ðFˆ¶ º¡«ùP

quick alive M¬óM™

bait something intended to entice some-
one to do something Ý¬ê

wicked evil or morally wrong ªè†ì

wicket gate a small gate °Áõ£ê™

wizened ward-
er an aged or old guard õòî£ù è£õô¡

maze a winding , intricate confusing path èô‚è‹

treacherous disloyal
ó£ü¶«ó£è‹

groan lament, cry ºù° / ¹ô‹¹

citadel a safe and strong fort Üó‡ / «è£†¬ì

overthrown conquered, defeated «î£Ÿè®ˆî™

maintain believe G˜õA / ðó£ñK
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textual QueStionS

 1. based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions in one 
or two sentences each.

 a) Who is the narrator in the poem?
 One of the soldiers who was in the castle is the narrator of the poem.
 b) How long had the soldiers been in the castle?
 The soldiers had been in the castle for one summer.
 c) Why were the soldiers in the castle fearless?
 The walls were so high and protective. So the soldiers in the castle were fearless.
 d) Where were the enemies?
 The enemies were half a mile away from the castle.
 e) Why does the narrator say that the enemy was no threat at all?
 The gates were strong, allies were friendly and the walls were thick, and they were in a distance. 

So the narrator assumes that “no man could win” against the towering obstacles.
 f) Did the soldiers fight with the enemies face to face?
 No, the soldiers did not fight with the enemies face to face.
 g) Who had let the enemies in?
 The warder of the small gate let the enemies in.
 h) How did the enemies enter the castle?
 The enemies entered the castle through a little wicked wicket gate.
 i) Why were the secret galleries bare?
 All the hidden soldiers in the castle were dead. So, the secret galleries were bare.
 j) What was the ‘shameful act’?
 Here the ‘shameful act’ refers to the soldiers were defeated by their enemies.
 k) Why didn’t the narrator want to tell the tale to anybody?
 The narrator felt shame to tell the tale to anybody because one of them was sold for gold.
 l) Why did the narrator feel helpless?
 The narrator felt helpless because the soldiers were sold for gold by one among them.
 m) Who was the real enemy?
 Greedy was the real enemy in this poem.
 castle - «è£†¬ì; protective - ð£¶è£Šð£è; fearless - ðòI¡P; obstacles - î¬ì; warder - è£õô¡;  wicket 

gate - ¹øõ£ê™; galleries - î£›õ£ó‹; defeated - «î£Ÿè®‚èŠð†ì£˜;  Greedy - «ðó£¬ê.

	2.	Read	the	poem	again	and	complete	the	summary	using	the	words	given	in	box.	
Page - 21  

stanzas 1–3 
  ‘The Castle’ by Edwin Muir is a moving poem on the (1) capture of a wellguarded (2) castle 

The soldiers of the castle were totally stress-free and relaxed. They were (3) confident of their 
castle’s physical strength. Through the turrets they were able to watch the mowers and no enemy 
was found up to the distance of (4) half-a-kilometre and so they seemed no threat to the castle. 
They had (5) plenty of weapons to protect them and a large quantity of (6) ration in stock to 
take care of the well-being of the soldiers inside the castle. The soldiers stood one above the 
other on the towering (7) watching to shoot the enemy at sight. They believed that the castle was 
absolutely safe because their captain was (8) brave and the soldiers were loyal.
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half-a-kilometre watching
Castle brave
Ration Capture
Plenty confident

stanzas 4–6
  Even by a trick no one but the birds could enter. The enemy could not use a (9) bait for their 

entry inside the castle. But there was a wicket gate guarded by a (10) wicked guard . He (11) let 
in the enemies inside the famous citadel that had been known for its secret gallery and intricate 
path. The strong castle became(12) weak and thin because of the greedy disloyal warder. The 
(13) citadel was captured by the enemies for (14) gold The narrator (15) lamented over the 
(16) disloyalty of the useless warder and also decided not to disclose this (17) shameful story 
to anyone. He was (18) helpless and wondered how he would keep this truth to himself. He 
regretted not finding any (19) weapon to fight with the (20) enemy called ‘gold’. 

lamented shameful
wicked guard bait
let gold
weapon citadel
weak disloyalty
helpless enemy

textual paraGraphS

 3. read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8-10 sentences 
each. 

 a) How safe was the castle? How was it conquered?

Title : “The Castle”
Author : Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egretted with the enemy called Gold.
Character : The Soldiers, The poet  

  “The castle” was written by Edwin Muir. In this poem the soldiers did not need to worry 
about the threats around them because the “gates,” for instance, “were strong,” and the “walls 
were thick,” So assuming that “no man could win” against the towering obstacles would feel 
reasonable. A wicked guard let their enemies inside the castle. The greedy guard did this for gold.

 safe - ð£¶è£Š¹; castle - «è£†¬ì; conquered - Ý‚AóI‚èŠð†ì¶; worry - ðò‹ªè£œ÷; threats - Ü„²Áˆî™;  
instance - àî£óí‹; towering obstacles - ÜEõ°‚°‹ dóƒAèœ; wicked guard - õ…êè‚ è£õô¡;  greedy 
guard- «ðó£¬ê‚ ªè£‡ì è£õô¡. 

 b) Bring out the contrasting picture of the castle as depicted in stanzas 3 and 5.

Title : “The Castle”
Author : Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egretted with the enemy called Gold.
Character : The Soldiers, The poet
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  In the poem “The Castle” the poet talks about the safety of the castle and how it was destroyed. 
In third and fifth stanzas he talks about the structure of the castle and how protective it was: and 
how the soldiers of the castle were captured. The castle’s gates were strong, their walls were thick 
and high no man could win; no clever trick could take the solders or to kill them. Even a bird 
feels hard to get in. But there was a wicked warder who let the enemies through a wicket gate 
only for gold. This is how the castle was over thrown. Because of disloyalty the famous citadel is 
overthrown and the secret galleries were bare. 

 safety - ð£¶è£Š¹; destroyed - ÜN‚èŠð†ì¶; structure - Ü¬ñŠ¹; protective - ð£¶è£Š¹ ÜO‚Aø; captured - 
H®ð†ìù˜;  gates - èî¾èœ; clever trick - ¸†ðñ£ù »‚F; disobility - ï‹H‚¬èˆ ¶«ó£A.

 c) Human greed led to the mighty fall of the citadel. explain.

Title : “The Castle”
Author : Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egretted with the enemy called Gold.
Character : The Soldiers, The poet

 
  “The Castle” was written by Edwin Muir. In this poem he talks about the mighty fall of the 

citadel. The structure of the castle was very good. The walls were so high and protective. So the 
soldiers in the castle were fearless. The gates were strong, allies were friendly and the walls were 
thick, “no man could win” against the towering obstacles. But the enemies entered the castle 
through a little wicket gate. Even though the captain was brave all the hidden soldiers in the castle 
were dead and secret galleries were bare because the wicked guard sold the soldiers for gold. 
Thus the castle met its fall.

 mighty - ðôñ£ù; fearless - ðòI¡P; allies - «ïêï£´èœ; bare - è£Lò£ù¶; protective - è£; fearless - è£; wicket 
- è£; towering - è£; brave - è£; obstacles - è£. 

Centum StudentS
 

                                 

     synopsis

	  Introduction
   Safety of the castle
   Captured the castle
   Real enemy
   Conclusion                           

Introduction:
Edwin Muir (1887-1959) was a renowned Scottish poet, novelist, translator and critic. He was 

remembered for his vivid poetry. He began writing poetry at a relatively old age, and over the course 
of several years worked out an individual, philosophical style for which he gained recognition later 
in his life. In his poem ‘The castle’ Edwin Muir reveals the truth that an army is only strong, if its 
men can’t be bribed.

safety of the castle:
The soldiers had been in the castle all through the summer. They were totally stress-free and 

relaxed. They had plenty of arms and food to protect the castle. They were confident of their castle’s 
physical strength. The castle’s gate was very strong and walls were very thick. Their captain was 
brave and the soldiers were loyal.

“our gates were strong, our wall………………..no man could win.”

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.CBSEtips.in

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

https://www.Padasalai.Net/


43 E.W.B-XIIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

Captured the castle:
The enemies were half-a-mile away from the castle. But no one could enter the castle. There was 

a wicket gate, guarded by a wicked guard. He let in the enemies inside the citadel for gold through 
the secret gallery and intricate path. So the strong castle became weak and thin. Thus the citadel was 
captured by the enemies because of the greedy disloyal warder.

“The castle was lost ………………………… famous citadel overthrown”
real enemy:

The narrator felt that the gold got as bribe by the warder was their real enemy. Without fight, the 
castle was captured. So he decided not to disclose this shameful story to anyone.

“They seemed shameful …… tale be told”
Conclusion:

We can fight with the enemy face to face. But we never defeat the disloyal. So the narrator regretted 
for not finding any weapon to fight with the enemy called ‘Gold’.

“How can this ………………… enemy was gold”

SloW learnerS

Title : “The Castle”
Author : Edwin Muir
Theme : The Narrator egretted with the enemy called Gold.
Character : The Soldiers, The poet

 i. The narrator was a soldier who ledged in a castle
 ii. They had plenty of arms and food there.
 iii. The Castle’s gate and well were very strong.
 iv. Their captain was brave and the soldiers were loyal.
 v. So the soldiers were relaxed.
 vi. But there was a disloyal warder who guarded the wicket gate.
 vii. He let the enemies inside the Citadel for gold.
 viii. Thus the Castle was captured.
 ix. The narrator decided not to disclose this shameful story to anyone.

 4. read the given lines and answer the questions that follow in a line or two.
 a) All through the summer at ease we lay, 
  And daily from the turret wall 
  We watched the mowers in the hay 
  i. Who does ‘we’ refer to? 
  ‘We’ refers to the soldiers. 
  ii. How did the soldiers spend the summer days? 
   The soldiers lay at ease and spend the summer days relaxing. 
  iii. What could they watch from the turret wall? 
   They could watch the mowers in the hay from the turret wall. 

 b) Our gates were strong, our walls were thick, 
  So smooth and high, no man could win. 
  i. How safe was the castle? 
   The gates were strong and the walls were thick, smooth and high. So, the castle was safe.
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  ii. What was the firm belief of the soldiers? 
   The majesty of the castle was the firm belief of the soldiers. 

c)  A foothold there, no clever trick 
  Could take us dead or quick, 
  Only a bird could have got in. 
  i. What was challenging? 
   The foothold was challenging. 
  ii. Which aspect of the castle’s strength is conveyed by the above line? 
   The foothold was challenging and ‘no clever trick could take’ are the aspects in which the 

castle’s strength is conveyed. 

 d) Oh then our maze of tunneled stone 
  Grew thin and treacherous as air.
  The castle was lost without a groan, 
  The famous citadel overthrown, 
  i. Bring out the contrast in the first two lines. 
   ‘Maze of tunneled stone’ and ‘Grew thin and treacherous’ are the contrast in the first two lines. 
   ii. What happened to the castle? 
   The castle was overthrown and it was lost. 

 e) We could do nothing, being sold. 
  i. Why couldn’t they do anything? 
   They couldn’t do anything because they were sold and their hidden places were shown to the 

enemies. 
  ii. Why did they feel helpless? 
   ‘Being sold’ they felt helpless.
 soldiers - ió˜èœ; mowers - ¹™ôÁ‚°‹ ñQî˜èœ; turret wall - «è£†¬ìJ¡ e¶œ÷ CÁ «è£¹ó‹; majesty - 
è‹dó‹; footholds - è£™ðFˆ¶ ãPì;  ascepts - ð°Fèœ; conveyed - ÜPMˆî™; helpless - ðòùŸÁ.

 5.	 Explain	 the	 following	with	 reference	 to	 the	 context	 in	 about	 50-60	words	 each.	
Page-22 

 a) They seemed no threat to us at all. 

reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by edwin Muir. 

Context This line expresses about the mental state of the soldiers and the strength of 
the castle. 

explanation The walls were so high and productive. So the soldiers in the castle were 
fearless. They had a brave captain and they have plenty of weapons. So they 
seemed no threats to the soldiers. 

 b) How can this shameful tale be told? 

reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by edwin Muir. 

Context This line shows the guilt of the narrator. 

explanation Even though the castle was strong enough and they had brave leadership they 
were captured because one of them sold them for gold. So the narrator felt  
shamed to tell the story out. 
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 c) I will maintain until my death 

reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by edwin Muir. 

Context This line says how the narrator wants to hide the secret. 

explanation He was one of the soldiers who were in the protective castle. It was high and 
they were quite brave to face their enemies directly but they were killed by 
betrayal. They were sold for gold. So, the narrator wanted to maintain the 
secret until his death. 

 d) Our only enemy was gold 

reference This line is taken from the poem “The Castle” written by edwin Muir.

Context This line is says about the greediness of the man.

explanation The narrator was one of the soldiers who were in the protective castle. It was 
high and they were quite brave to face their enemies directly but they were 
killed by betrayal. They were sold for gold. So their only enemy was gold.

	6.		Read	the	poem	and	complete	the	table	with	suitable	rhyming	words.
lay - hay

wall - all

fear - near

load - road

thick - trick

win - in

bait - gate

true - through

stone - groan

air - bare

told - sold

death - with

7.  underline the alliterated words in the following lines.
 a)  With our arms and provender, load on load. 
    load - load
 b)  A little wicked wicket gate.
    wicked - wicket
 c)  The wizened warder let them through.  
    wizened - warder

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                            www.CBSEtips.in

Send Your Question Papers & Answer Keys to Our E-mail ID:  Padasalai.Net@gmail.com

https://www.Padasalai.Net/


46 E.W.B-XIIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

 9. Can you call ‘the Castle’ an allegorical poem? discuss.
    'The Castle' by Edwin Muir details a past event of a castle’s overtaking through the account of 

a soldier who witnessed the castle’s fall, firsthand. The narrator builds atmospheres of confidence 
within the castle before the invasion, one that would lead the reader to assume the soldiers who 
were at the castle never suspected that such a fall was possible. With the height of the castle 
and its fortifications, along with the nearness of “allies” to assist, there was never a doubt in 
the soldiers’ minds that their status was sure, not even when logic would have outweighed their 
rationale.

    The allegorical meaning of the poem is that it is very difficult to protect oneself against greed, 
particularly the love of money, instilled in someone’s psyche. That in war there are no rules; 
everyone can cheat in order to win, and betrayals may be commonplace.

liSteninG

some phrases have been left out in the poem below. fill in the missing phrases on listening to 
the reading or the audio played by the teacher. you may listen again, if required.

THe soLdIer

If I should die, think only this of me

That there’s some corner of a foreign field

That is forever England. There shall be

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed

A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,

Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam;

A body of England’s breathing English air,

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,

A pulse in the eternal mind , no less

Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;

Her sights and sounds ; dreams happy as her day;

And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,

In hearts at peace under an English heaven.

                      -  rupert Brooke
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

  If you are punished for a prank your classmate played, how would you react to the situation?
I will take the matter to the head of the school and explain the real thing, with evidences and 

witness. I will try to accept his guilt and regret.

 à¡ õ°Š¹ˆ «î£ö¡ ªêŒî å¼ °Á‹¹‚è£è c î‡®‚èŠð†ì£™ Ü‰î Å›G¬ôJ™ c âšõ£Á 
ªêò™ð´õ£Œ?
  ï£¡ Þ‰î Mûòˆ¬î ðœOˆ î¬ô¬ñJì‹ â´ˆ¶„ ªê™«õ¡. à‡¬ñ¬ò Ýî£óƒèÀìÂ‹ 
ê£†Còƒè«÷£´‹ M÷‚A„ ªê£™«õ¡. Üõ¡ î‹ °Ÿøˆ¬î ãŸÁ‚ªè£œ÷¾‹ õ¼ˆî‹ 
ªîKM‚è¾‹ ºò™«õ¡.

ÝòˆîŠðì™Warm up

      Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Tula Province, Russia. 
He is best known for the novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina 
(1877), often cited as pinnacles of realist fiction. He first achieved literary 
acclaim in his twenties with his semi-autobiographical trilogy, Childhood, 
Boyhood, and Youth and Sevastopol Sketches, based upon his experiences 
in the Crimean War. Tolstoy’s fiction includes dozens of short stories and 
several novellas such as The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), Family Happiness, 
and Hadji Murad. He also wrote plays and numerous philosophical  essays. 
Tolstoy died on November 20, 1910 in Astapovo, Russia.

 L«ò£ ì£™vì£Œ ówò£M¡ ́ ô£ ñ£GôˆF™ 1828 ªêŠì‹ð˜ 9&™ Hø‰î£˜. î‹º¬ìò 

ï£õ™è÷£ù õ£˜ Ü‡† dv (1869) ñŸÁ‹ Ü‡í£ ‚ªóQù£ (1877) ‚è£è ï¡° ¹è› 

ªðŸøõ˜. òî£˜ˆîñ£ù èŸð¬ù‚ è¬îèO™ à„êˆF™ Þ¼Šðõó£è Ü®‚è® «ñŸ«è£œ 

è£†ìðõó£è Þ¼‚Aø£˜. î‹º¬ìò 20Ý‹ õò¶èO™ Üõó¶ ð°F ²òêK¬îJ™ 3 

ð®è÷£è °ö‰¬î ð¼õ‹, CÁõ˜ ð¼õ‹, õ£LðŠ ð¼õ‹ ÝAò Ë™èÀ‚è£è Þô‚Aò 

M¼¶èœ ªðŸøõ˜. AKIò¡ «ð£K™ ãŸð†ì î‹º¬ìò ÜÂðõƒè¬÷ Ü®Šð¬ìò£è‚ 

ªè£‡ì Sevastopol Sketches-è£è ð£ó£†ìŠ ªðŸøõ˜. ì£™vì£J¡ è¬îèœ ðô CÁ 

è¬îè÷£è¾‹ The Death of Ivan llyich (1886), Family Happiness  ñŸÁ‹ Hadji Murad  ºîLò 

CÁ ï£õ™èœ àœ÷ì‚Aòî£°‹. ï£ìèƒèÀ‹, ð™«õÁ îˆ¶õ‚ è†´¬óèÀ‹ Þõ˜ 

â¿F»œ÷£˜. ówò£M½œ÷ Üvì«ð£«õ£ âÂ‹ ÞìˆF™ 1910 ïõ‹ð˜&20Þ™ ì£™vì£Œ 

ñ¬ø‰¶ M†ì£˜.

about the author    ÝCKò˜ °PŠ¹

Unit

1
suPPlementary

God SeeS the truth, but WaitS

èì¾œ à‡¬ñ¬ò ð£˜‚Aø£˜, Ýù£™ Gî£ùñ£è Þ¼‚Aø£˜
- Leo Tolstoy

-- & L«ò£ ì£™ì£Œ
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BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS
ð£ì„²¼‚è‹

  While many would seek vengeance or feel sorry for themselves, some may put their trust in 
God, forgive others for the wrongs done to them and move on in life. What is your take on 
this? discuss.

      Instead of revenging we must do a good thing to the wrong doer. So that he may feel ashamed. 
There will be no end for revenge. The poison of enmity will spared. At the same time, the wrong 
doer must accept his guilt openly and come forward to crete a friendly situation.  

 ðô˜ ðN b˜‚è¾‹ Ü™ô¶ õ¼‰F àíó¾‹ ºòŸCŠð£˜èœ. Cô˜ î‹ ï‹H‚¬è¬ò èì¾Oì‹ 
ªõOŠð´ˆ¶õ˜. îñ‚ªèFó£è °Ÿø‹ ¹K‰îõ˜è¬÷ ñ¡Q‚èô£‹. ñŸÁ‹ õ£›‚¬è¬òˆ 
ªî£ìóô£‹. ÞF™ à¡Â¬ìò «î˜¾ â¡ù? Mõ£F‚è¾‹.  

  ðNõ£ƒ°õîŸ°Š ðFô£è, îõÁ ªêŒðõ¼‚° ï£‹ å¼ ï™ô è£Kòˆ¬î ªêŒò «õ‡´‹, 
Þîù£™ Üõ˜ ªõ†èŠð´õ£˜. ðNõ£ƒ°õîŸ° º®«õ Þ¼‚è£¶. ð¬è¬ñJ¡ Mû‹ º¬÷‚°‹. 
Ü«î «ïóˆF™, îõÁ ªêŒðõ˜ îù¶ °Ÿøˆ¬î ªõOŠð¬ìò£è ãŸÁ‚ªè£‡´ ï†ð£ù 
Å›G¬ô¬ò à¼õ£è º¡õó «õ‡´‹.

Þ÷‹ õEèó£ù Ý‚ú«ù£š î‹ êó‚°è¬÷ MŸè„ ê‰¬î‚°Š «ð£A¡ø£˜. Üõ˜ 
ñ¬ùM Ü¡Á «ð£è «õ‡ì£ªñù„ ªê£™Aø£œ. Þó¬õ‚ èNŠðîŸè£è êˆFó‹ å¡P™ 
îƒ°Aø£˜. ñÁï£œ A÷‹¹‹«ð£¶ ñŸªø£¼õ¬ó M†´„ ªê¡Á M´Aø£˜. õNJ™, 
è£õ™ ¶¬øJù˜ Üõ˜ à¬ì¬ñè¬÷ «ê£Fˆ¶ Þóˆî‚ è¬øð®‰î å¼ èˆF¬ò 
â´‚A¡øù˜. ñŸªø£¼ õEè¬ó ªè£¡ø °ŸøˆFŸè£è C¬øŠð´ˆîŠð´Aø£˜. 
Üõ˜ ¬êdKò£MŸ° ÜÂŠðŠð´Aø£˜. C¬øJ™ 26 Ý‡´èœ èN‚A¡ø£˜. õò¶‚° 
º¡ù«ó ï¬óº®»ì¡ º¶¬ñ Ü¬ìAø£˜. âŠ«ð£¶‹ Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ªêŒAø£˜. ¹Fò 
¬èFèO¡ å¼ Ã†ì‹ õ¼Aø¶. ÜF™ à‡¬ñò£ù ªè£¬ôò£O Y¬ñò£Q„ àœ÷£˜. 
Ý‚ú«ù£õ Üõ¬ó„ ê‰«îA‚Aø£˜. ÞÁFJ™ Y¬ñ«ò£Q„ î£‹ Þ¬öˆî °Ÿøˆ¬î 
åŠ¹‚ ªè£œAø£˜. Ý‚ú«ù£õ&M¡ M´î¬ô‚è£ù Ý¬í âF˜ð£˜‚èŠð´Aø¶. 
ÜîŸ°œ Ý‚C«ò£«ï£š Þø‰¶ M´Aø££˜.

Consolidation Points
  Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov lives in Vladimir in Russia .
		He gives up drinking after marriage and he is responsible and liked by all people.
		One day , Aksionov disregards wife's dream and goes to a fair on business.
  The police stop him as another merchant was murdered . They find a bloodstained knife in 

his bag.
  Despite Aksionov's claims,he is sentenced and sent to siberia.
		He spends 26 years in Siberia.
 	He dedicates his life to God.
		Other prisoners respect him.
 	One of the new prisoners was Makar Semyonich.
 	Overhearing conversations, Aksionov is convinced Makar Semyonich is the actual murderer for 

which he was balmed.
 	A tunnel is dug by an unknown person.
 	Aksionov knew Makar dug it but does not tell it.
 	Finding the attitude of Aksionov, Makar confesses his guilt of murdering the merchant and that 

he placed the blood - stained knife in Aksionov's bag.
		Maker informs and confesses to authorities.
 	The procedure to release Aksionov begins, but he dies before he receives the order.
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God sees the Truth, But Waits

Page - 24

Here is a story about faith, 
forgiveness, freedom and acceptance 
of a young merchant named Aksionov, 
who was sent to prison for a crime he 
didn’t commit.

In the town of Vladimir lived a 
young merchant named Ivan Dmitrich 
Aksionov. He had two shops and a 
house of his own.

Aksionov was a handsome, fair-
haired, curly-headed fellow, full of 
fun, and very fond of singing. When 
quite a young man he had been given 
to drink, and was riotous when he had 
had too much; but after he married 
he gave up drinking, except now and 
then.

One summer Aksionov was going to 
the Nizhny Fair, and as he bade good-
bye to his family, his wife said to him, 
“Ivan Dmitrich, do not start to-day; I 
have had a bad dream about you.”

Aksionov laughed, and said, “You 
are afraid that when I get to the fair I 
shall go on a spree.”

His wife replied: “I do not know 
what I am afraid of; all I know is 
that I had a bad dream. I dreamt you 
returned from the town, and when 
you took off your cap I saw that 
your hair was quite grey.”

Aksionov laughed. “That’s a lucky 
sign,” said he. “See if I don’t sell out 
all my goods, and bring you some 
presents from the fair.”

So he said good-bye to his family, 
and drove away.

èì¾œ à‡¬ñ¬òŠ ð£˜‚Aø˜, Ýù£™ Gî£ùñ£è Þ¼‚Aø£˜

ð‚è‹ & 24

Þƒ«è å¼ è¬îò£ù¶, î£¡ ªêŒò£î å¼ 
°ŸøˆFŸè£è„ C¬ø‚° ÜÂŠðŠð†ì, Ü‚ú«ù£š, 
âÂ‹ ªðò¼œ÷ æ˜ Þ÷‹ õEèK¡ Fì ï‹H‚¬è, 
ñ¡Q‚°‹ ñùG¬ô, î¡ÂK¬ñ G¬ô ñŸÁ‹ ãŸ¹ 
àì¡ð£´ ðŸPòî£°‹.

M÷£®I˜ ïèK™ Þõ£¡ ®I†K„ Ü‚ú«ù£š 
â¡ø ªðò¼œ÷ æ˜ Þ÷‹ õEè¡ õCˆ¶ õ‰î£¡ 
ÜõÂ‚°„ ªê£‰îñ£è Þó‡´ è¬ìèÀ‹ å¼ i´‹ 
Þ¼‰îù.

Ü‚ú«ù£š å¼ «ï˜ˆFò£ù à¼õ Ü¬ñŠ¹ 
à¬ìòõÂ‹ ÜöAò î¬ôº®»‹, ²¼†¬ìˆ î¬ôõ£Œ‰î 
ñQîÂ‹, «èO‚¬è»í˜¾ G¬ø‰îõÂ‹ ð£ì™èœ 
ð£´õF™ ÜFèŠ ðŸÁ¬ìòõù£è¾‹ Þ¼‰î£¡. Üõ¡ 
å¼ º¿ G¬øõ£ù Þ¬÷ëù£è Þ¼‰î«ð£¶ Üõ¡ 
°®Šðö‚èˆFŸ° ÝìŠð†´ Þ¼‰î£¡. «ñ½‹ Ü÷MŸ° 
ÜFèñ£ù Üõ¡ °®ˆ¶M´‹ «ð£¶ ªð¼ƒèôè‹ 
ªêŒAøõù£è¾‹ Þ¼‰î£¡, Ýù£™, Üõ¡ F¼ñí‹ 
ªêŒ¶M†ì Hø° âŠ«ð£î£õ¶ ñ¶ Ü¼‰¶õ¬îˆ îMó 
ªð¼‹ð£½‹ °®Šðö‚èˆ¬îˆ îM˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡ì£¡.

å¼ «è£¬ìŠ ð¼õˆF™ Ü‚ú«ù£š GvQ‚ 
è‡è£†C‚°„ ªê™ôˆ îò£ó£A‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£¡. 
¹øŠð´‹ º¡ î¡Â¬ìò °´‹ðˆFì‹ M¬ìªðÁ‹ 
«ð£¶ ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM ÜõQì‹ “Þõ£¡ ®I†K„, 
cƒèœ Þ¡Á ¹øŠð†´„ ªê™ô£b˜èœ, àƒè¬÷Š ðŸP 
ï£¡ å¼ «ñ£êñ£ù èù¾ è‡«ì¡ â¡ø£œ.

Ü‚ú«ù£š àó‚è„ CKˆ¶ M†´ "è‡è£†CJ™ 
ï£¡ °®ˆ¶M†´‚ èOò£†ì‹ «ð£´«õ«ù£ â¡Á c 
ðòŠð´Aø£Œ" â¡ø£¡.

ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM ðFôOˆî£œ, ï£¡ âîŸè£èŠ 
ðòŠð´A«ø«ù£ â¡ð¶ âù‚° ªîKò£¶, âù‚°ˆ 
ªîK‰îªî™ô£‹ ï£¡ å¼ ªè†ì èù¾ è‡«ì¡ â¡ð¶ 
î£¡, cƒèœ ïèóˆFL¼‰¶ F¼‹H õ¼õî£è¾‹, 
àƒèÀ¬ìò ªî£ŠH¬ò cƒèœ èöŸÁ‹«ð£¶. 
àƒèÀ¬ìò î¬ôº®ò£ù¶ º¿õ¶‹ ï¬óˆF¼Šð¬î 
ï£¡ ð£˜Šðî£è‚ èù¾ è‡«ì¡”.

Ü‚ú«ù£š CKˆî£¡. Ü¶ å¼ ïŸ«ðÁ‚è£ù 
Ü¬ìò£÷‹ î£¡” Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡. â¡Â¬ìò 
êó‚°è¬÷ â™ô£‹ ï£¡ MŸÁˆ b˜‚è£ñ™ Þ¼‚A«øù£ 
â¡ð¬î»‹ è‡è£†CL¼‰¶ àù‚° Cô ðK²è¬÷ 
õ£ƒA õ¼A«ø«ù£ â¡ð¬î»‹ ð£˜, â¡ø£¡.

âù«õ, Üõ˜ îù¶ °´‹ðˆFùKì‹ M¬ìªðŸÁ 
MôA„ ªê¡ø£˜.
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When he had travelled half-way, he 
met a merchant whom he knew, and 
they put up at the same inn for the 
night. They had some tea together, and 
then went to bed in adjoining rooms.

It was not Aksionov’s habit to 
sleep late, and, wishing to travel 
while it was still cool, he aroused 
his driver before dawn, and told him 
to put in the horses.

Page - 25

Then he made his way across to the 
landlord of the inn (who lived in a 
cottage at the back), paid his bill, and 
continued his journey.

When he had gone about twenty-
five miles, he stopped for the horses 
to be fed. Aksionov rested awhile in 
the passage of the inn, then he stepped 
out into the porch, and, ordering a 
samovar to be heated, got out his 
guitar and began to play.

Suddenly a troika drove up with 
tinkling bells and an official alighted, 
followed by two soldiers. He came to 
Aksionov and began to question him, 
asking him who he was and whence 
he came. Aksionov answered him 
fully, and said, “Won’t you have some 
tea with me?” But the official went 
on cross-questioning him and asking 
him. “Where did you spend last night? 
Were you alone, or with a fellow-
merchant? Did you see the other 
merchant this morning? Why did you 
leave the inn before dawn?”

Aksionov wondered why he was 
asked all these questions, but he 
described all that had happened, and 
then added, “Why do you cross-
question me as if I were a thief or a 
robber? I am travelling on business 
of my own, and there is no need to 
question me.”

Üõ¡ ð£Fˆ ªî£¬ô¾ ðòEˆF¼‰î «ð£¶ ÜõÂ‚°ˆ 
ªîK‰î å¼ õEè¬ó„ ê‰Fˆî£¡, Üõ˜èœ Ü‰î 
Þó¾ å«ó M´FJ™ îƒAù£˜èœ. Üõ˜èœ «ê˜‰¶ 
CPî÷¾ «îc˜ Ü¼‰FM†´, Üî¡ H¡ù˜ Ü´ˆî´ˆî 
Ü¬øèO™ ð´‚¬è‚°„ ªê¡ø£˜èœ.

î£ñîñ£ù «ïó‹ õ¬ó Éƒ°õ¶ Ü‚ú«ù£M¡ 
ðö‚èñ™ô, «ñ½‹ °O˜„Cò£è Þ¼‚°‹ «ð£«î ðòí‹ 
ªêŒ¶Mì M¼‹H, M®ò½‚° º¡«ð î¡Â¬ìò 
õ‡®«ò£†®¬ò â¿ŠH, ÜõQì‹ °F¬óè¬÷Š 
ªð£¼ˆFˆ îò£˜ ªêŒò„ ªê£¡ù£¡.

ð‚è‹ & 25

H¡ù˜ Üõ¡ èì‰¶ ªê™½‹ õNJL¼‰¶ (Ü‰î 
M´F‚°Š H¡¹øñ£è å¼ CŸP™ôˆF™ õ£›‰¶ 
õ‰î) Ü‰î M´FJ¡ àK¬ñŠ ªð£ÁŠð£÷Kì‹ ªê¡Á 
ÜõÂ¬ìò è†ìíˆ¬î„ ªê½ˆFM†´ î¡Â¬ìò 
ðòíˆ¬îˆ ªî£ì˜‰î£¡.

ãøˆî£ö Þ¼Šð¬î‰¶ ¬ñ™èœ Üõ¡ èì‰¶ «ð£J¼‰î 
«ð£¶ °F¬óèÀ‚° àíõOŠðîŸè£è õ‡®¬ò 
GÁˆFù£¡. ÜƒA¼‰î êˆFóˆF¡ ï¬ìð£¬îˆ 
î£›õ£óˆF™ Ü‚ú«ù£š êŸÁ «ïó‹ æŒªõ´ˆî£¡, 
H¡ º¡ÃìˆFŸ° ïì‰¶ õ‰¶, å¼ ªê‹¹‚ 
ªè£Fèô¬ù„ Å«ìŸÁñ£Á àˆîó¾ HøHˆ¶M†´, 
î¡Â¬ìò ò£N¬ê‚ è¼M¬ò  ªõOJªô´ˆ¶ e†ìˆ 
ªî£ìƒAù£¡.

F¯ªóù Í¡Á °F¬óè÷£™ Þ¿ˆ¶„ ªê™ôŠð´‹ 
å¼ õ‡®  ªî£ì˜ñE åL»ì¡   õ‰¶ G¡ø¶. 
Þó‡´ ð¬ìió˜èœ H¡ªî£ìó, æ˜ Üó² ÜFè£K 
ÞøƒA õ‰î£˜. Üõ˜ Ü‚ú«ù£Mì‹ õ‰¶, Üõ¡ ò£˜ 
â¡Á‹ âƒA¼‰¶, âîŸè£è  Üõ¡ õ‰î£¡ â¡Á‹ 
Mê£ó¬ù ªêŒòˆ ªî£ìƒAù£˜. Ü‚ú«ù£š Üõ¼‚°  
º¿¬ñò£èŠ ðF™ ªê£™LM†´, “ â¡Âì¡ «ê˜‰¶ 
ªè£…ê‹ «îc˜ Ü¼‰îñ£†¯˜è÷£? âù‚ «è†ì£¡, 
Ýù£™ Üõ¬ù‚ °Á‚°Mê£ó¬ù ªêŒõ¬î«ò 
ªî£ì˜‰î Ü‰î ÜFè£K, «ïŸ¬øò Þó¬õ c âƒ«è 
ªêôM†ì£Œ? c îQò£èˆ î£¡ Þ¼‰î£ò£, Ü™ô¶ æ˜ 
Þ¬íªò£ˆî õEè¼ì¡ Þ¼‰î£ò£? Ü‰î ñŸªø£¼ 
õEè¬ó Þ¡Á è£¬ôJ™ c ð£˜ˆî£ò£? M®ò½‚° 
º¡«ð c ã¡ Ü‰î M´F¬ò M†´Š ¹øŠð†ì£Œ? 
â¡ø™ô£‹ ÜõQì‹ «è†ì£˜. 

Þ‰î‚ «èœMèœ â™ô£‹ ã¡ î¡Qì‹ «è†èŠð´A¡øù 
â¡Á Ü‚ú«ù£š F¬èˆî£¡, ÝJÂ‹ ïì‰î¬õ 
â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ Üõ¡ Mõóñ£è„ ªê£¡ù£¡. «ñ½‹ 
å¼ F¼ì¡  Ü™ô¶ ªè£œ¬÷ò¬ùŠ «ð£™ cƒèœ ã¡ 
â¡Qì‹ °Á‚° Mê£ó¬ù ªêŒAl˜èœ? â¡Â¬ìò 
ªê£‰î õEè‹ ªî£ì˜ð£è ï£¡ ðòí‹ ªêŒ¶ 
ªè£‡®¼‚A«ø¡, â¡¬ù‚ «èœM «è†ðîŸ° â‰î 
ÜõCòº‹ Þ™¬ô«ò âù‚ «è†ì£¡.
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Then the official, calling the soldiers, 
said, “I am the police-officer of this 
district, and I question you because the 
merchant with whom you spent last 
night has been found with his throat 
cut. We must search your things.”

They entered the house. The soldiers 
and the police-officer unstrapped 
Aksionov’s luggage and searched it. 
Suddenly the officer drew a knife out 
of a bag, crying, “Whose knife is this?”

Aksionov looked, and seeing a 
blood-stained knife taken from his 
bag, he was frightened.

“How is it there is blood on this knife?”

Aksionov tried to answer, but 
could hardly utter a word, and only 
stammered: “I--don’t know--not 
mine.” Then the police-officer said: 
“This morning the merchant was found 
in bed with his throat cut. You are the 
only person who could have done it. 
The house was locked from inside, 
and no one else was there. Here is this 
blood-stained knife in your bag and 
your face and manner betray you! Tell 
me how you killed him, and how much 
money you stole?”

Aksionov swore he had not done it; 
that he had not seen the merchant after 
they had had tea together; that he had 
no money except eight thousand rubles 
of his own, and that the knife was not 
his. But his voice was broken, his face 
pale, and he trembled with fear as 
though he went guilty.

Page - 26

The police-officer ordered the 
soldiers to bind Aksionov and to put 
him in the cart. As they tied his feet 
together and flung him into the cart, 

Hø° Ü‰î ÜFè£K, ió˜èœ Ü¬öˆ¶‚ ªè£‡«ì, 
ï£¡ ñ£õ†ìˆF¡ å¼ è£õ™ ÜFè£K ï£¡ ã¡ Þ‰î 
«èœM¬ò «è†«ìªù¡ø£™ «ïŸÁ Þó¾ àƒèÀì¡ 
îƒA¼‰î õEè˜ è¿ˆ¶ ÜÁ‚èŠð†ì G¬ôJ™ 
è‡ªì´‚èŠð†ì£˜. àƒèÀ¬ìò à¬ì¬ñè¬÷ 
«ê£F‚è «õ‡´‹ â¡Á ÃPù£˜.

Ü‰î„ êˆFóˆFŸ°œ«÷ Üõ˜èœ ¸¬ö‰îù˜. 
Ü‰îŠ ð¬ìió˜èÀ‹, è£õ™ ¶¬ø ÜFè£KèÀ‹ 
Ü‚ú«ù£M¡ ðòíÍ†¬ì¬ò‚ è†ìM›ˆ¶ Ü¬î„ 
«ê£î¬ùJ†ì£˜èœ. F¯ªóù ÜõÂ¬ìò å¼ 
¬ðJL¼‰¶ å¼ èˆF¬ò ªõOJ™ â´ˆî Ü‰î 
ÜFè£K, Þ¶ ò£¼¬ìò èˆF” âù„ êˆîñ£è‚ «è†ì£˜.

Ü‚ú«ù£š, ÜõÂ¬ìò ¬ðJL¼‰¶ å¼ 
Þóˆî‚ è¬øð®‰î èˆF¬ò â´ˆî¬îŠ ð£˜ˆ¶, 
ðò‰¶M†ì£˜.

âŠð® Ü‰î‚ èˆFJ™ óˆî‹ õ‰î¶-?

Ü‚ú«ù£š ðF™ ªê£™ô ºò¡ø£¡. Ýù£™ 
å¼ õ£˜¬î¬ò Ãì ªõOŠð´ˆ¶õ¶ ÜõÂ‚° 
Þòô£ñŸ«ð£ù¶, “âù‚°ˆ & ªîKò£¶ & Ü¶ 
â¡Â¬ìò¶ Ü™ô” â¡Á ñ†´‹  Üõ¡ F‚Aˆ 
FíP„ ªê£¡ù£¡.  H¡ù˜ Ü‰î è£õ™ ¶¬ø ÜFè£K 
“Þ¡Á è£¬ô Ü‰î õEè¡ ð´‚¬èJ™ ÜõÂ¬ìò 
è¿ˆîÁ‚èŠð†ìõù£è‚ è‡ìPòŠð†ì£¡, Ü¬î„ 
ªêŒF¼‚è‚ Ã®ò å«ó ïð˜ c î£¡. Ü‰î Ü¬ø»‹ 
à†¹øñ£èŠ Ì†ìŠð†®¼‰î¶. Üˆ¶ì¡ «õÁ ò£¼«ñ 
Üƒ«è Þ™¬ô. Þ‰î Þóˆî‚è¬ø ð®‰î èˆF Þƒ«è 
à¡Â¬ìò ¬ðJ™ Þ¼‚Aø¶. «ñ½‹ à¡Â¬ìò 
ºèº‹ ïì‰¶ ªè£œÀ‹ Mîº«ñ à¡¬ù‚ è£†®‚ 
ªè£´A¡øù c âŠð® Üõ¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî£Œ-? 
âšõ÷¾ ðíˆ¬î c F¼®ù£Œ â¡ð¬î â¡Qì‹ 
ªê£™LM´” â¡ø£˜.

Üõ¡ Ü¬î„ ªêŒòM™¬ô â¡Á‹ Üõ˜èœ 
å¡ø£è„ «ê˜‰¶ Ü¼‰Fò Hø° Ü‰î õEè¬ù 
Üõ¡ ð£˜è«õ Þ™¬ô âù¾‹ îù‚°„ ªê£‰îñ£ù 
â†ì£Jó‹ ÏHœè¬÷ˆ îMó (å¼ ÏHœ â¡ð¶ Þ‰FòŠ 
ðíñFŠd†®™ å¼ Ïð£Œ å¡ð¶ è£²èÀè°„ êñ‹ 
Ý°‹) «õÁ â‰îŠ ðíº‹ ÜõQì‹ Þ™¬ô â¡Á‹ 
«ñ½‹ Ü‰î‚ èˆFò£ù¶ ÜõÂ¬ìò¶ Þ™¬ô âù¾‹ 
Ü‚ú«ù£š àÁFòOˆ¶„ ªê£¡ù£¡(swore). Ýù£™ 
ÜõÂ¬ìò °ó™ Þ¬ìòÁ‰¶„ CîPò¶. ÜõÂ¬ìò 
ºè‹ ªõOPŠ«ð£ù¶. °Ÿø¾í˜¾ à¬ìòõù£è 
Ýõ¶ «ð£™ ðòˆF™ Üõ¡ ðîP ï´ƒAù£¡.

ð‚è‹ & 26

Ü‚ú«ù£¬õ‚ è†® õ‡®J™ É‚AŠ «ð£´ñ£Á 
Ü‰î‚ è£õ™¶¬ø ÜFè£K ð¬ìió˜èÀ‚° 
àˆîóM†ì£˜. ÜõÂ¬ìò ð£îƒè¬÷ å¡Á «ê˜ˆ¶‚ 
è†®, Üõ˜èœ Ü‰î õ‡®‚°œ É‚A iCò«ð£¶  
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Aksionov crossed himself and wept. 
His money and goods were taken from 
him, and he was sent to the nearest town 
and imprisoned there. Enquiries as to 
his character were made in Vladimir. 
The merchants and other inhabitants 
of that town said that in former days 
he used to drink and waste his time, 
but that he was a good man. Then the 
trial came on: he was charged with 
murdering a merchant from Ryazan, 
and robbing him of twenty thousand 
rubles.

His wife was in despair, and did not 
know what to believe. Her children 
were all quite small; one was a baby 
at her breast. Taking them all with her, 
she went to the town where her husband 
was in jail. At first she was not allowed 
to see him; but after much begging, she 
obtained permission from the officials, 
and was taken to him. When she saw her 
husband in prison-dress and in chains, 
shut up with thieves and criminals, 
she fell down, and did not come to her 
senses for a long time. Then she drew 
her children to her, and sat down near 
him. She told him of things at home, 
and asked about what had happened 
to him. He told her all, and she asked, 
“What can we do now?”

“We must petition the Czar not to let 
an innocent man perish.”

His wife told him that she had sent a 
petition to the Czar, but it had not been 
accepted.

Aksionov did not reply, but only 
looked downcast.

Then his wife said, “It was not for 
nothing I dreamt your hair had turned 
grey. You remember? You should not 
have started that day.” And passing 
her fingers through his hair, she said: 
“Vanya dearest, tell your wife the truth; 
was it not you who did it?”

Ü‚ú«ù£š î¡¬ùˆî£«ù °Á‚A‚ªè£‡´ Ü¿î£¡. 
ÜõÂ¬ìò ðíº‹ ªð£¼†èÀ‹ ÜõQìI¼‰¶ 
H´ƒA‚ ªè£œ÷Šð†ìù, Ü¼è£¬ñJL¼‰î 
ïèóˆFŸ° ÜÂŠH ¬õ‚èŠð†ì Üõ¡ Üƒ«è C¬øJ™ 
Ü¬ì‚èŠð†ì£¡. M÷£®IK™ ÜõÂ¬ìò ïìˆ¬îèœ 
°Pˆî Mê£ó¬ùèœ «ñŸªè£œ÷Šð†ìù. º‰¬îò 
è£ô‚ è†ìƒèO™ ñ¶ Ü¼‰F M†´ è£ôŠªð£¿¬î 
ií£‚°õ¶ ÜõÂ¬ìò õö‚è‹ â¡Á‹  Ýù£½‹ 
Üõ¡ å¼ ï™ô ñQîù£è Þ¼‰î£¡ â¡Á‹ 
õEè˜èÀ‹ ñŸø °®J¼Š¹ õ£CèÀ‹ ÃPù£˜èœ. 
ÜîŸ°Š Hø° õö‚° Mê£ó¬ù ªî£ìƒAò¶. Kò£ê£¡ 
ïèóˆ¬î„ «ê˜‰î å¼ õEè¬ó‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒ¶ 
ÜõKìI¼‰¶ Þ¼ðî£Jó‹ ÏHœèœ ªè£œ¬÷ò®ˆî£è 
Üõ¡ °Ÿø‹ ê£†ìŠð†ì£¡.

ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM õ£›‚¬èJ™ ï‹H‚¬è 
Þö‰îõœ Ýù£œ. â¬î ï‹ð-õ¶ â¡ð¶‹ ÜõÀ‚°ˆ 
ªîKòM™¬ô ÜõÀ¬ìò °ö‰¬îèœ Ü¬ùˆ¶‹ 
Iè„ CPò¬õò£è Þ¼‰îù. ÜF™ å¡Á ÜõÀ¬ìò 
ñ£˜«ð£´ Ü¬ùˆ¶‚ªè£‡´ Þ¼‰î ¬è‚°ö‰¬îò£è 
Þ¼‰î¶. Ü¬õ â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ É‚A‚ ªè£‡´, 
ÜõÀ¬ìò èíõ¡ C¬øJ™ Ü¬ì‚èŠð†®¼‚°‹ 
ïèóˆFŸ°„ ªê¡ø£œ. Üõ¬ùŠ ð£˜ðîŸ° ºîL™ 
ÜÂñF‚èŠðìM™¬ô,  Ýù£™ ÜFè ñ¡ø£†ìˆFŸ°Š 
Hø° è£õ™ÜFè£Kèœ Üõ¬÷ ÜÂñFˆîù˜. C¬ø‚ 
¬èFèO¡ à¬ìJ™, êƒèLè÷£™ H¬í‚èŠð†´, 
F¼ì˜èÀìÂ‹ °Ÿøõ£OèÀìÂ‹ Ü¬ì‚èŠð†´‚ 
Aì‰î Üõ¬ùŠ ð£˜ˆî¾ì¡, ñòƒA‚ W«ö M¿‰îõœ 
c‡ì «ïóñ£è àí˜¾ G¬ô(senses) F¼‹ð£ñ™ 
Aì‰î£œ. Üî¡ H¡ ÜõÀ¬ìò °ö‰¬îè¬÷ Þ¿ˆ¶ 
Ü¬íˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´, Üõ¡ Ü¼A™ ªê¡Á î¬óJ™ 
Üñ˜‰î£œ. i†®½œ÷ Gôõóƒè¬÷„ ªê£™Lò Üõœ 
ÜõÂ‚° «ï˜‰î¶ â¡ù â¡ð¬îŠ ðŸP «è†ì£œ, 
Üõ¡ â™ô£õŸ¬ø»‹ ÜõOì‹ ªê£¡ù£¡,” ÞŠ«ð£¶ 
ï£‹ ªêŒò º®‰î¶ â¡ù? âù‚ «è†ì£œ.

“ðNð£õñŸø æ˜ âOò ñQî¬ù ÜN‰¶ «ð£è 
Mì£b˜èœ â¡Á ówòŠ «ðóóê¼‚°(czar) ï£‹ 
M‡íŠð‹ ªêŒò «õ‡´‹“ â¡Á Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡.

ówòŠ «ðóóê¼‚° î£¡ ãŸèù«õ å¼ «õ‡´«è£œ 
M‡íŠð‹ ÜÂŠH¼‰îî£è¾‹, Ýù£™ Ü¶ ãŸÁ‚ 
ªè£œ÷ŠðìM™¬ô â¡Á‹ ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM 
ÜõQì‹ ªê£¡ù£œ.

Ü‚ú«ù£š â‰î ðF½‹ ÃøM™¬ô, ñùº¬ì‰¶ 
«ð£ùõù£èˆ «î£¡Pù£¡.

H¡ù˜ ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM, àƒèÀ¬ìò î¬ôº® 
ï¬óˆ¶Š «ð£ùî£è ï£¡ è‡ì èù¾ å¡Áñ™ô£îŸè£è 
Ü™ô. àƒèÀ‚° G¬ùM¼‚Aøî£? cƒèœ Ü¡Á 
¹øŠð†´„ ªê¡P¼‚è‚ Ãì£¶” â¡ø£œ. ÜõÂ¬ìò 
î¬ôº®‚°œ ÜõÀ¬ìò Mó™è¬÷ M†´ 
õ¼®‚ªè£‡«ì, “Þ¬øõ¡ âù‚° ÞQ¬ñò£ù 
õóñ£è‚ ªè£´ˆî â¡ Iè àò˜‰î Ü¡«ð, àƒèœ 
ñ¬ùMJì‹ à‡¬ñ¬ò„ ªê£™½ƒèœ; Ü¬î„ 
ªêŒî¶ cƒèœ Þ™¬ôò£” âù‚ «è†ì£œ.
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“So you, too, suspect me!” said 
Aksionov, and, hiding his face in his 
hands, he began to weep. Then a soldier 
came to say that the wife and children 
must go away; and Aksionov said good-
bye to his family for the last time.

When they were gone, Aksionov 
recalled what had been said, and when 
he remembered that his wife also had 
suspected him, he said to himself, 
“It seems that only God can know 
the truth; it is to Him alone we must 
appeal, and from Him alone expect 
mercy.”

And Aksionov wrote no more 
petitions; gave up all hope, and only 
prayed to God.

Aksionov was condemned to be 
flogged and sent to the mines. So he 
was flogged with a knot, and when the 
wounds made by the knot were healed, 
he was driven to Siberia with other 
convicts.

For twenty-six years Aksionov lived 
as a convict in Siberia. His hair turned 
white as snow, and his beard grew 
long, thin, and grey. All his mirth went; 
he stooped; he walked slowly, spoke 
little, and never laughed, but he often 
prayed.

In prison Aksionov learnt to make 
boots, and earned a little money, with 
which he bought The Lives of the 
Saints. He read this book when there 
was light enough in the prison; and on 
Sundays in the prison-church he read 
the lessons and sang in the choir; for 
his voice was still good.

Page - 27

The prison authorities liked Aksionov 
for his meekness, and his fellow-

c»‹Ãì ÜŠð® â¡¬ù„ ê‰«îA‚Aø£«ò!” 
â¡ø Ü‚ú«ù£š, ÜõÂ¬ìò ¬èè÷£™ ºèˆ¬î 
Í®‚ªè£‡´ Üöˆ ªî£ìƒAù£¡. ÜŠ«ð£¶ å¼ 
ð¬ìió¡ õ‰¶ ñ¬ùM¬»‹ °ö‰¬îè¬÷»‹ «ð£ŒMì 
«õ‡´‹ â¡Á ªê£™ô«õ, î¡Â¬ìò °´‹ðˆFŸ° 
ÞÁFò£è M¬ì ªè£´ˆ¶ ÜÂŠHù£¡ Ü‚ú«ù£š.

 Üõ˜èœ «ð£ŒM†ì Hø°, Üèv«ù£š «ðêŠð†ìõŸ¬ø 
â™ô£‹ e‡´‹ G¬ùMŸ°‚ ªè£‡´õ‰î£¡. 
ÜõÂ¬ìò ñ¬ùM»‹ Üõ¬ù„ ê‰«îAˆ¶ M†ì£œ 
â¡Á Üõ¡ G¬ùˆ¶Š ð£˜ˆî«ð£¶, Üõ¡” à‡¬ñ 
â¡ùªõ¡ð¶ Þ¬øõÂ‚° ñ†´‹ î£¡ ªîK»‹; 
ÜõQì‹ ñ†´‹ î£¡ ï£‹ «ñ™ º¬øf´ ªêŒ¶ 
ÜõQì‹ Þ¼‰¶ î£¡ Þó‚èˆ¬î âF˜ð£˜‚è º®»‹ 
«ð£ôˆ ªîKAø¶”, âù îù‚°ˆî£«ù ªê£™L‚ 
ªè£‡ì£¡.

ÜîŸ° «ñ½‹ Ü‚ú«ù£š â‰î M‡íŠð ñÂ¬õ»‹ 
â¿F ÜÂŠðM™¬ô, Ü¬ùˆ¶ ï‹H‚¬è¬ò»‹ 
¶ø‰îõù£è Þ¬øõQì‹ ñ†´«ñ Üõ¡ «õ‡´î™ 
ªêŒî£¡.

Ü‚ú«ù£š ê£†¬ìò£™ Ü®‚èŠðì «õ‡´ªñ¡Á 
ð£îèñ£èˆ b˜ŠðO‚èŠð†´  è¬ì„ ²óƒèŠ 
ð°F‚° ÜÂŠðð†ì£¡. âù«õ èµ‚èœ G¬ø‰î 
å¼ ê£†¬ìò£™ Üõ¡ è¬êò® ªè£´‚èŠð†ì£¡  
ê£†¬ìò®ò£™ ãŸð´ˆîŠð†ì ¹‡èœ ÝPM†ì«ð£¶ 
ñŸø î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèÀì¡ ¬êdKò£MŸ° 
Ü„²ÁˆF Ü¬öˆ¶ õóŠð†ì£¡.

¬êdKò£M™ å¼ î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFè÷£è«õ 
Þ¼ðˆî£Á Ý‡´èœ Ü‚ú«ù£š õ£›‰î£˜. 
Üõ¼¬ìò î¬ôº® ªõ‡ðQ¬òŠ «ð£™ ªõœ¬÷ 
Gøñ£è ñ£PM†®¼‰î¶, Üõ¼¬ìò î£® c÷ñ£è¾‹, 
Üì˜ˆFòŸÁ ªñ™L¬öõ£è¾‹ ï¬óˆ¶«ð£»‹ 
õ÷˜‰F¼‰F¼‰î¶. ÜõÀ¬ìò «èO‚¬è‚ èOŠ¹ 
°ÁAò àìô¬ñŠ¬ð ªðŸÁ M†ì, Üõ˜ ªñ¶õ£è«õ 
ïì‰î£˜, °¬øõ£è«õ «ðCù£˜. å¼«ð£¶‹ CKŠð«î 
Þ™¬ô, Ýù£™, Ü®‚è® Þ¬øõQì‹ Hó£ˆî¬ù 
ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡«ì Þ¼‰î£˜.

C¬øJ™ Ü‚ú«ù£š ¹¬îIFò®è¬÷ à¼õ£‚èè 
èŸÁ‚ ªè£‡´ Üî¡ Íô‹ å¼ CPò Ü÷¾ 
ðí‹ ß†®, ‘¹Qî˜èO¡ õ£›‚¬è õóô£Áèœ 
â¡ø ¹ˆîèˆ¬î õ£ƒAù£˜. C¬øJ™ «ð£¶ñ£ù 
ªõO„ê‹ Þ¼‰î«ð£ªî™ô£‹ Üõ˜ Þ‰îŠ ¹ˆîèˆ¬î 
õ£Cˆî£˜. «ñ½‹ ë£JŸÁ‚Aö¬ñèO™ C¬ø õ÷£èˆ 
«îõô£òˆFŸ°„ ªê¡Á «õî ð£ìƒè¬÷ õ£C‚è¾‹, 
Üõ¼¬ìò °óô£ù¶, Þ¡Â‹ ï¡ø£è«õ Þ¼‰îî£™, 
«îõ£ôòŠ ð£ìŸ°¿M™ Þ¬í‰¶ ð£ì¾‹ ªêŒî£˜.

ð‚è‹ & 27

Ü‚ú«ù£M¡ ê£‰îñ£ù Þò™HŸè£è C¬øòFè£ó‚ 
°¿‚èœ Üõ¬ó M¼‹Hù˜. «ñ½‹ Üõ¼¬ìò 
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prisoners respected him: they called 
him “Grandfather,” and “The Saint.” 
When they wanted to petition the 
prison authorities about anything, 
they always made Aksionov their 
spokesman, and when there were 
quarrels among the prisoners they 
came to him to put things right, and to 
judge the matter.

No news reached Aksionov from 
his home, and he did not even know 
if his wife and children were still 
alive.

One day a fresh gang of convicts 
came to the prison. In the evening 
the old prisoners collected round 
the new ones and asked them what 
towns or villages they came from, 
and what they were sentenced for. 
Among the rest Aksionov sat down 
near the newcomers, and listened 
with downcast air to what was said.

One of the new convicts, a tall, 
strong man of sixty, with a closely-
cropped grey beard, was telling the 
others what be had been arrested 
for.

“Well, friends,” he said, “I only 
took a horse that was tied to a sledge, 
and I was arrested and accused of 
stealing. I said I had only taken it 
to get home quicker, and had then 
let it go; besides, the driver was a 
personal friend of mine. So I said, 
‘It’s all right.’ ‘No,’ said they, ‘you 
stole it.’ But how or where I stole 
it they could not say. I once really 
did something wrong, and ought 
by rights to have come here long 
ago, but that time I was not found 
out. Now I have been sent here for 
nothing at all... Eh, but it’s lies I’m 
telling you; I’ve been to Siberia 
before, but I did not stay long.”

“Where are you from?” asked 
some one.

àìªù£ˆî ¬èFèÀ‹ Üõ¬ó ñFˆ¶ ïì‰¶ ªè£‡ìù˜. 
Üõ¬óˆ î£ˆî£ â¡Á‹ '¹Qî˜' â¡Á‹ Üõ˜èœ 
Ü¬ö‚è£ô£ù£˜èœ, C¬øòFè£ó‚ °¿‚èOì‹ Üõ˜èœ 
ã«îÂ‹ «è£K‚¬è ÜO‚è M¼‹Hù£™, âŠ«ð£¶‹ 
Üõ˜èœ Ü‚ú«ù£¬õˆ î£¡ îƒèÀ¬ìò ê£˜¹K¬ñŠ 
«ð„ê£÷ó£è Ý‚A‚ ªè£‡ìù˜. ¬èFèÀ‚A¬ì«ò 
îèó£Áèœ ãŸð´‹ «ð£¶, ÜõŸ¬ø„ êK ªêŒ»ñ£Á‹, 
Ü‰î‚ è£KòˆF¡ e¶ ï´G¬ôˆ b˜Š¹ˆ ÃÁñ£Á‹ 
ÜõKì«ñ Üõ˜èœ õ¼õ¬î õö‚èñ£è‚ ªè£‡ìù˜.

Ü‚ú«ù£M¡ i†®L¼‰¶ Üõ¼‚° â‰î„ ªêŒF»‹ 
õ‰î¬ìòM™¬ô «ñ½‹ Üõ¼¬ìò ñ¬ùM»‹ 
°ö‰¬îèÀ‹ Þ¡Â‹ àJ¼ì¡ Þ¼‚Aø£˜è÷£ â¡ð¬î 
Üõ˜ ÜP‰¶ªè£œ÷‚Ãì º®òM™¬ô.

å¼ ï£œ ¹Fò î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèOL¼‰¶ å¼ 
°¿õ£ù¶ Ü‰î„ C¬ø‚° õ‰î¶. Ü¡Á ñ£¬ô ð¬öò 
¬èFèœ ¹Fòõ˜è¬÷„ ²ŸP å¡Á Ã®, â‰î ïèó‹ 
Ü™ô¶ Aó£ñˆFL¼‰¶ Üõ˜èœ õ‰F¼‚Aø£˜èœ «ñ½‹ 
âîŸè£è Üõ˜èœ î‡ì¬ù ªðŸÁ õ‰F¼‚Aø£˜èœ âù‚ 
«è†´ˆ ªîK‰¶ ªè£‡®¼‰îù˜. e‰F¼‰îõ˜èÀ‚° 
Þ¬ì«ò, ¹Fî£è õ‰îõ˜èÀ‚° Ü¼A™ Ü‚ú«ù£š 
W«ö à†è£˜‰¶ªè£‡´, ñù‹ à¬ì‰¶ «ð£ù àí˜„C 
ªõOŠð£†´ì¡, Üƒ«è «ðêŠð†ìõŸ¬ø‚ èõQˆ¶‚ 
ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜.

Ü‰îŠ ¹Fò õ¼¬èò£÷˜èO™ å¼õù£è ªï¼‚èñ£è‚ 
èˆîK‚èŠð†ì ï¬óˆî î£®»ì¡, ²ñ£˜ ÜÁð¶ õò¶ I‚è 
æ˜ àòóñ£ù àì½ÁF ªè£‡ì ñQî¡, î£¡ âîŸè£è‚ 
¬è¶ ªêŒòŠð†®¼‚Aø£¡ â¡ð¬î ñŸøõ˜èÀ‚°Š 
ªê£™L‚ ªè£‡®¼‚Aø£¡.

“ï™ô¶ ï‡ð˜è«÷” Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡ å¼ êó‚° 
õ‡®J™ Ì†ìŠð†®¼‰î å¼ °F¬ó¬ò ï£¡ Ü¬öˆ¶ 
ªè£‡´ î£¡ õ‰«î¡, ¬è¶ ªêŒòŠð†´ F¼†´‚ °Ÿø‹ 
ê£†ìŠð†«ì¡, ï£¡ Y‚Aóñ£è i´ õ‰¶ «ê˜õîŸè£è«õ 
Ü‰î‚ °F¬ó¬ò ï£¡ ðò¡ð´ˆF‚ ªè£‡«ì¡ â¡Á‹, 
Üî¡ Hø° Ü¬î ï£¡ «ð£è M†´M†«ì¡ â¡Á‹, 
Üˆ¶ì¡ Ü‰î‚ °F¬óJ¡ æ†´ù˜ îQŠð†ì MîˆF™ 
â¡Â¬ìò ï‡ð˜ â¡ð¬î»‹ ï£¡ ªê£¡«ù¡. âù«õ 
Ü¶ â™ô£‹ êK î£¡ â¡Á ï£¡ Üõ˜èOì‹  ªê£¡«ù¡. 
Þ™¬ô, c F¼®J¼‚Aø£Œ’ â¡ø Üõ˜èœ ÃPù£˜èœ. 
Ýù£™ âŠð® Ü™ô¶ âƒ«è ï£¡ F¼®«ù¡ â¡ð¬î 
Üõ˜è÷£™ ªê£™ô º®òM™¬ô. à‡¬ñò£è«õ å¼ 
º¬ø îõø£è‚ ªè£œ÷‚Ã®ò å¡¬ø ï£¡ ªêŒ«î¡, 
ê†ìŠð® ï£¡ c‡ì è£ôˆFŸ° º¡«ð ï£¡ Þƒ° 
õ‰F¼‚è «õ‡´‹ Ýù£™ Ü‰î «ïóˆF™ ï£¡ 
è‡´H®‚èŠðìM™¬ô. ÞŠ«ð£¶ â¶¾«ñ Þ™ô£î 
è£óíˆFŸè£è ï£¡ Þƒ«è ÜÂŠð†®¼‚A«ø¡.... «ý, 
ï£¡ ªê£™L‚ ªè£‡®¼Šð¬õ â™ô£«ñ ªð£Œ; º¡¹ 
ï£¡ ¬êdKò£M™ Þ¼‰«î¡, Ýù£™ c‡ì è£ô‹ ï£¡ 
Üƒ«è îƒAJ¼‚èM™¬ô, â¡ø£¡.

“cƒèœ âƒA¼‰¶ õ¼Al˜èœ?” âù ò£«ó£ «è†ì£˜èœ.
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“From Vladimir. My family are of 
that town. My name is Makar, and 
they also call me Semyonich.”

Aksionov raised his head and said: 
“Tell me, Semyonich, do you know 
anything of the merchants Aksionov 
of Vladimir? Are they still alive?”

“Know them? Of course I do. The 
Aksionovs are rich, though their 
father is in Siberia: a sinner like 
ourselves, it seems! As for you, 
Gran’dad, how did you come here?”

Aksionov did not like to speak of 
his misfortune. He only sighed, and 
said, “For my sins I have been in 
prison these twenty-six years.”

“What sins?” asked Makar Semyonich.

But Aksionov only said, “Well, 
well--I must have deserved it!” He 
would have said no more, but his 
companions told the newcomers how 
Aksionov came to be in Siberia; how 
someone had killed a merchant, and 
had put the knife among Aksionov’s 
things, and Aksionov had been 
unjustly condemned.

Page - 28

When Makar Semyonich heard this, 
he looked at Aksionov, slapped his 
own knee, and exclaimed, “Well, this 
is wonderful! Really wonderful! But 
how old you’ve grown, Gran’dad!”

The others asked him why he 
was so surprised, and where he had 
seen Aksionov before; but Makar 
Semyonich did not reply. He only 
said: “It’s wonderful that we should 
meet here, lads!”

“M÷£®ñKL¼‰¶ õ¼A«ø¡, â¡Â¬ìò °´‹ðˆFù˜ 
Ü‰î ïèóˆ¬î„ «ê˜‰îõ˜èœ ñè˜ â¡ð¶ â¡Â¬ìò 
ªðò˜, Y¬ñò£Q„ â¡Á‹ â¡¬ù Ü¬öŠð£˜èœ â¡Á 
Üõ¡ ªê£¡ù£¡.

Ü‚ú«ù£š î¡Â¬ìò î¬ô¬ò àò˜ˆF ÜõQì‹“ 
«è†ì£˜, Y¬ñò£Q„, âù‚° å¡Á ªê£™½ƒèœ, 
M÷£®IK¡, Ü‚ú«ù£š ñŸÁ‹ Üõ¬ó„ ê£˜‰î 
õEè˜è¬÷Š ðŸP àƒèÀ‚° ãî£õ¶ ªîK»ñ£? 
Üõ˜èœ Þ¡Â‹ àJ¼ì¡ Þ¼‚Aø£˜è÷£?”

“ªîK»ñ£&õ£? “G„êòñ£è«õ Iè ï¡ø£è âù‚°ˆ 
ªîK»‹ Ü‚ú«ù£š °´ñŠˆî£˜ ðí‚è£ó˜èœ âQÂ‹ 
Üõ˜èÀ¬ìò î‰¬îò£˜ ¬êdKò£M™ Þ¼‚Aø£˜. 
ï‹¬ñŠ «ð£ô«õ Üõ¼‹ å¼ ð£õ‹ ªêŒîõ˜ â¡«ø 
ªîKAø¶! àƒèOì‹ «è†A«ø¡, î£ˆî£, cƒèœ 
â¡ù îõÁ‚è£è Þƒ«è õ‰b˜èœ-? â¡ø£˜ ñè˜ â¡ø 
Y¬ñò£Q„.

Ü‚ú«ù£š î¡Â¬ìò Üõ‚«è£†¬ìŠ(misfortune) 
ðŸPŠ «ðê M¼‹ðM™¬ô ªð¼Í„² ñ†´‹ M†´ 
M†´ â¡Â¬ìò ð£õƒèÀ‚è£è Þ‰î Þ¼Šðî£Á 
Ý‡´è÷£è ï£¡ C¬øJ™ Þ¼‰¶ ªè£‡´ 
Þ¼‚A«ø¡ â¡ø£˜.

â¡ù ð£õƒèœ âù‚ «è†ì£¡ ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„.

Ýù£™, Ü‚ú«ù£š “ï™ô¶, ï™ô¶ -& ï£¡ Ü¬î 
Gò£òŠð´ˆFJ¼‚è «õ‡´‹ (deserved) â¡Á ñ†´‹ 
ªê£¡ù£˜. Üõ˜ ÜîŸ° «ñ™ â¬î»‹ ªê£™LJ¼‚è¾‹ 
ñ£†ì£˜. Ýù£™ Üõ˜ ¬êdKò£M™ Þ¼‚è «ï˜‰¶ 
âŠð®, ò£«ó£ å¼õ¡ å¼ õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¡Á M†´, 
Ü‰î‚ èˆF¬ò Ü‚ú«ù£M¡ ªð£¼†èO¬ì«ò 
¬õˆ¶ M†´„ ªê¡ø¶‹, «ñ½‹ ÜcGFò£è (unjustify) 
Ü‚ú«ù£š °Ÿøõ£Oò£èˆ b˜ŠðO‚èŠð†ì¶‹ âŠð® 
â¡ð¬îªò™ô£‹ Üõ¼¬ìò C¬ø ï‡ð˜èœ ¹¶ 
õ¼¬èò£÷˜‚°„ ªê£¡ù£˜èœ.

ð‚è‹ & 28

ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ Þ¬î‚ «è†ì«ð£¶, Ü‚ú«ù£š¬õ 
àŸÁŠ ð£˜ˆî£¡, î¡Â¬ìò ºöƒè£L™ àœ÷ƒ¬èò£™ 
Ü®ˆ¶‚ªè£‡´, àí˜„CŠªð¼‚A™ «ðCù£¡,” 
ï™ô¶, Þ¶ ÜFêòñ£è Þ¼‚Aø¶! à‡¬ò£è«õ 
ÜFêò‹ î£¡! Ýù£™ cƒèœ âšõ÷¾ õò¶ 
ºF˜‰îõó£è ÝAM†¯˜èœ, î£ˆî£!” â¡ø£¡.

Üõ¡ ã¡ Üšõ÷¾ âF˜ð£ó£î MòŠð¬ìAø£¡ 
â¡Á‹ ÜîŸ°‹ º¡¹ Ü‚ú«ù£š¬õ Üõ¡ 
âƒ«è ð£˜ˆF¼‚Aø£¡ â¡Á‹ ñŸøõ˜èœ ÜõQì‹ 
«è†ì£˜èœ. Ýù£™ ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ ÜîŸ°Š ðF™ 
ªê£™ôM™¬ô. “ï£‹ Þƒ«è ê‰F‚è «õ‡®ò Åö™ 
ãŸð†ì«î Iè¾‹ ÜFêòñ£ù¶ î£¡, CÁ ¬ðò¡è«÷!  
â¡Á ñ†´‹ ªê£¡ù£¡.
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These words made Aksionov 
wonder whether this man knew 
who had killed the merchant; so he 
said, “Perhaps, Semyonich, you 
have heard of that affair, or maybe 
you’ve seen me before?”

“How could I help hearing? The 
world’s full of rumours. But it’s a 
long time ago, and I’ve forgotten 
what I heard.”

“Perhaps you heard who killed 
the merchant?” asked Aksionov.

Makar Semyonich laughed, and 
replied: “It must have been him in 
whose bag the knife was found! If 
some one else hid the knife there, 
‘He’s not a thief till he’s caught,’ 
as the saying is. How could any 
one put a knife into your bag while 
it was under your head? It would 
surely have woke you up.”

When Aksionov heard these 
words, he felt sure this was the 
man who had killed the merchant. 
He rose and went away. All that 
night Aksionov lay awake.

He felt terribly unhappy, and all 
sorts of images rose in his mind. 
There was the image of his wife as 
she was when he parted from her 
to go to the fair. He saw her as if 
she were present; her face and her 
eyes rose before him; he heard her 
speak and laugh. Then he saw his 
children, quite little, as they were 
at that time: one with a little cloak 
on, another at his mother’s breast. 
And then he remembered himself 
as he used to be–young and merry. 
He remembered how he sat playing 
the guitar in the porch of the inn 
where he was arrested, and how 
free from care he had been. He 
saw, in his mind, the place where 
he was flogged, the executioner, 
and the people standing around; 
the chains, the convicts, all the 
twenty-six years of his prison 

Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶ ò£˜ â¡ð¶ Þ‰î 
ñQîÂ‚°ˆ ªîK»ñ£ âù â‡µñ÷MŸ° ÜõÂ¬ìò Þ‰î 
õ£˜ˆ¬îèœ Ü‚ú«ù£š¬õ Mò‚è ¬õˆîù. Üîù£™ 
Üõ˜”Y¬ñò£Q„, å¼ «õ¬÷ Ü‰î Mõè£óˆ¬îŠ  ðŸP  c 
«èœMŠð†®¼‚Aø£ò£, Ü™ô¶ ÞîŸ° º¡¹ å¼«õ¬÷ c 
â¡¬ù ð£˜ˆF¼‚Aø£ò£?” â¡Á «è†ì£˜.

«èœMŠð´õ¬î â™ô£‹ âŠð® ï£¡ ï‹HMì º®»‹? Þ‰î 
àôè«ñ ªð£Œ õî‰Fè÷£™ Gó‹H Þ¼‚Aø¶. Ýù£™ Ü¶ 
c‡ì è£ô‹ ÝAM†ì¶. Üˆ¶ì¡ â¡ù «èœMŠð†«ì¡ 
â¡ð¬î»‹ ï£¡ ñø‰¶ M†«ì¡” â¡ø£¡, Y¬ñò£Q„.

Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶ ò£˜ â¡ð¬î å¼«õ¬÷ 
c «èœMŠð†®¼‚Aø£ò£?” âù Ü‚ú«ù£š «è†ì£˜.

ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ àó‚è„ CKˆ¶M†´,”ò£¼¬ìò 
¬ðJ™ Ü‰î‚ èˆF è‡´H®‚èŠð†ì«î£, Üõ¡ î£¡ 
ªè£¬ôè£óù£è Þ¼‰F¼‚è «õ‡´‹! «õÁ ò£ó£õ¶ 
Ü‰î‚ èˆF¬ò Üƒ«è ñ¬øˆ¶ ¬õˆF¼‰î£™ Ãì, å¼ 
F¼ì¡ H®ð´‹ õ¬ó Üõ¡ F¼ì¡ Ü™ô’ â¡ø ªê£™ 
õö‚èŠð® î£¡ Ü¬ñ»-‹, àƒèÀ¬ìò î¬ô‚° Ü®J™ 
àƒèÀ¬ìò ¬ð Þ¼‚°‹ «ð£¶, ò£«ó£ å¼õ¡ ÜîŸ°œ 
å¼ èˆF¬ò âŠð® ¬õ‚è º®»‹?” Ü¶ è‡®Šð£è 
àƒè¬÷ MNŠÌ†®J¼‚°«ñ” â¡Á ðFôOˆî£¡.

Þ‰î õ£˜ˆ¬îè¬÷ Ü‚ú£«ù£š «è†ì«ð£¶ Þ‰î 
ñQî¡ î£¡ Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒF¼‚Aø£¡ 
âù àÁFò£è Üõ˜ àí˜‰î£˜. ÜƒA¼‰¶ Üõ˜ 
â¿‰¶ ªê¡ÁM†ì£˜. Ü‰î Þó¾ º¿õ¶‹ Ü‚ú«ù£š 
MNˆ¶‚ªè£‡«ì ð´ˆF¼‰î£˜. 

ñ†ìŸø ¶òóñ¬ì‰îõó£ù Üõ¼¬ìò ñùF™ â™ô£ 
õ¬èò£ù G¬ù¾‚ è£†CèÀ‹ â¿‹H õ‰îù. Üõ˜ 
Ü‰î‚ è‡è£†C‚°  Üõ¼¬ìò ñ¬ùMJìI¼‰¶ HK‰¶ 
õ‰î«ð£¶ (parted) Þ¼‰î ÜõÀ¬ìò Ü«î à¼õˆ «î£Ÿø‹ 
Üõ¼¬ìò è‡º¡«ù G¬ùMŸ° õ‰î¶. ÞŠ«ð£¶‹ Üõœ 
ÜŠð®«ò Þ¼Šð¬î Üõ˜ ð£˜Š¶ «ð£™ ÜõÀ¬ìò ºèº‹ 
ÜõÀ¬ìò è‡èÀ‹ Üõ˜ º¡«ù â¿‰îù;  ÜõÀ¬ìò 
«ð„²‹ CKŠ¹‹ Üõ¼‚°Š «è†ì¶. Üõ¼¬ìò °ö‰¬îèÀ‹ 
Ü‰î «ïóˆF™ Þ¼‰î¶ «ð£¡«ø C¡ù…CPòõ˜è÷£è 
Þ¼Šð¬îŠ ð£˜Šð¶ «ð£™ Üõ¼‚°ˆ «î£¡Pò¶. å¼ 
°ö‰¬î å¼ CPò «ñô£¬ì¬ò ÜE‰¶ ªè£‡´‹, 
ñŸªø£¼ °ö‰¬î Üî¡ î£J¡ ñ£˜H™ Ü¬íˆîð®»‹ 
Þ¼‰î¶. Üî¡ H¡ Þ÷¬ñ»ìÂ‹ ñA›„C‚ èOŠ¹ìÂ‹ 
õö‚èñ£è Þ¼‰î î¡¬ùˆî£«ù Üõ˜ G¬ù¾Šð´ˆFŠ 
ð£˜ˆî£˜. Üõ˜ ¬è¶ ªêŒòŠð†ì Ü‰î„ êˆFóˆF¡ 
º¡ÃìˆF™ à†è£˜‰F¼‰¶ Üõ˜ âšõ£Á Ü‰î ò£N¬ê 
è¼M¬ò e†®‚ ªè£‡®¼‰î£˜ â¡ð¶‹ â‰î Ü÷MŸ° 
Üõ˜ èõ¬ôè÷ŸÁ Þ¼‰î£˜ â¡ð¶‹ Üõ¼¬ìò 
G¬ùMŸ° õ‰îù. Üõ¼‚°‚ è¬êò® ªè£´‚èŠð†ì Þì‹, 
ê£†¬ìò£™ Ü®ˆ¶ Ü‰îˆ î‡ì¬ù¬ò G¬ø«õŸPòõ¡  
²ŸP ªè£‡®¼‰î ñQî˜èœ, Üõ˜ H¬í‚èŠð†®¼‰î 
êƒALèœ, î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèœ, Þ¼ðˆî£Á Ý‡´è£ô 
Üõ¼¬ìò º¿„ C¬ø õ£›‚¬è àKò è£ôˆFŸ° º¡«ð 
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life, and his premature old age. 
The thought of it all made him so 
wretched that he was ready to kill 
himself.

“And it’s all that villain’s 
doing!” thought Aksionov. And 
his anger was so great against 
Makar Semyonich that he longed 
for vengeance, even if he himself 
should perish for it. He kept 
repeating prayers all night, but 
could get no peace. During the 
day he did not go near Makar 
Semyonich, nor even look at him.

A fortnight passed in this way. 
Aksionov could not sleep at night, 
and was so miserable that he did 
not know what to do.

One night as he was walking 
about the prison he noticed some 
earth that came rolling out from 
under one of the shelves on which 
the prisoners slept. He stopped 
to see what it was. Suddenly 
Makar Semyonich crept out from 
under the shelf, and looked up at 
Aksionov with a frightened face. 
Aksionov tried to pass without 
looking at him, but Makar seized 
his hand and told him that he had 
dug a hole under the wall, getting 
rid of the earth by putting it into 
his high-boots, and emptying it 
out every day on the road when 
the prisoners were driven to their 
work.

 Page - 29

“Just you keep quiet, old man, 
and you shall get out too. If you 
blab, they’ll flog the life out of 
me, but I will kill you first.”

Aksionov trembled with anger 
as he looked at his enemy. He 
drew his hand away, saying, “I 
have no wish to escape, and you 
have no need to kill me; you 

ãŸð†´M†ì Üõ¼¬ìò º¶¬ñˆ«î£Ÿø‹ âù Ü¬ùˆ¶‹ 
Üõ¼¬ìò G¬ùM™ õó‚ è‡ì£˜. Þ‰î G¬ù¾èª÷™ô£‹ 
Üõ˜ î¡¬ùˆ î£«ù ªè£¡øNˆ¶‚ ªè£œ÷ˆ îò£K‚°‹ 
Ü÷MŸ° Üõ¬ó ñù‚°¬ô¾ Ü¬ìò„ ªêŒîù.

“Þ¬õ â™ô£‹ Ü‰îŠ ð£îƒèQ¡ ªêòô£™ M¬÷‰î¬õ 
î£«ù!” âù Ü‚ú«ù£š G¬ùˆî£˜. ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„CŸ° 
âFó£è Üõ¼‚° Í‡ì «è£ðñ£ù¶. Üõ¬ùŠ ðN‚°ŠðN 
õ£ƒ°õîŸè£èˆ îù‚°ˆ î£«ù ÜN¬õãŸð´ˆF‚ 
ªè£‡ì£™ Ãì Ü¬î„ ªêŒ¶ Mì «õ‡´‹ â¡Á Üõ˜ 
ãƒ°‹  Ü÷MŸ° Iè ÜFèñ£ù¶. Þó¾ º¿õ¶‹ F¼‹ðˆ 
F¼‹ð Üõ˜ Hó£˜ˆî¬ù ªêŒ¶ ªè£‡«ì Þ¼‰î£˜. 
âQÂ‹ Üõ¼‚° ñù Ü¬ñF A†ìM™¬ô. ðèŸªð£¿F™, 
Üõ˜ ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ Ü¼A™ ªê™ô¾‹ Þ™¬ô, Üõ¬ùŠ 
ð£˜‚è‚ Ãì Þ™¬ô.

Þ‰î Þó¾ º¿õ¶‹ ÞšMîñ£è«õ èì‰î¶. Ü‚ú«ù£õ£™ 
ÞóM™ Éƒè º®òM™¬ô, â¡ù ªêŒõªî¡Á ªîKò£ñ™ 
Üõ˜ ñ†ìŸø ¶òó‹ I‚èõó£è Ýù£˜.

æ˜ Þó¾ Üõ˜ C¬ø„ê£¬ô Ü¬ø‚°œ 
ïì‰¶ªè£‡®¼‰î«ð£¶ ¬èFèœ ð´ˆ¶øƒ°‹ 
²õ˜ñ£ìƒèO™ å¡P¡ Ü®Š¹øˆFL¼‰¶ ã«î£ 
ñ‡è†®ò£ù¶ à¼‡«ì£® õ¼õ¬î Üõ˜ èõQˆî£˜.  
Ü¶ â¡ùªõ¡Á è‡ìPõîŸ° G¡ø£˜. Ü‰î ²õ˜ 
ñ£ìˆFŸ° Ü®Š¹øˆFL¼‰¶ ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ á˜‰¶ 
ªõO«ò õ‰¶ Ü„êñ¬ì‰î ºèˆ¶ì¡ Ü‚ú«ù£š¬õ 
ãP†´Š ð£˜ˆî£¡. Üõ¬ùŠ ð£˜‚è£ñ«ô«ò èì‰¶ «ð£è 
Ü‚ú«ù£š ºò¡ø£˜, Ýù£™ Üõ¼¬ìò ¬èè¬÷Š 
ðŸP‚ªè£‡ì ñè˜ ÜõKì‹ ²õ¼‚° Ü®J™ Üõ¡ å¼ 
¶õ£óˆ¬îˆ «î£‡®J¼Šðî£è¾‹, «î£‡®ªò´‚°‹ 
ñ‡¬í «ð£†´¬õˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´, Fùº‹ C¬ø‚¬èFèœ 
«õ¬ô ªêŒõîŸè£è Mó†ìŠð†´„ ªê¡ÁM´‹«ð£¶, 
Ü¬î„ ê£¬ôJ™ ªè£†®M´õî£è¾‹ ªê£¡ù£¡.

ð‚è‹ & 29

“cƒèœ Ü¬ñFò£è ñ†´‹ Þ¼‰¶M´ƒèœ ªðKòõ«ó, 
cƒèÀ‹ C¬ø¬òM†´ ªõO«òP Mìô£‹. cƒèœ 
à÷P‚ªè£†®M†ì£™ Üõ˜èœ Ü®ˆî«î â¡ àJ¬ó 
â´ˆ¶ M´õ£˜èœ. Ýù£™ ºîL™ ï£¡ àƒè¬÷‚ 
ªè£¡ÁM´«õ¡“ â¡ø£¡ ñè˜.

î¡Â¬ìò âFK¬òŠ ð£˜ˆî Ü‚ú«ù£š «è£ðˆî£™ 
ÜF˜‰î£˜. Üõ¼¬ìò ¬è¬ò ÜõQìI¼‰¶ Þ¿ˆ¶ 
M´Mˆ¶M†´, îŠHˆ¶„ ªê™ô âù‚° Ý¬ê»‹ Þ™¬ô, 
â¡¬ù‚ ªè£™õîŸ° àù‚° ÜõCòº‹ Þ™¬ô; ªõ° 
è£ôˆFŸ° º¡«ð c â¡¬ù‚ ªè£¡ÁM†ì£Œ! à¡¬ùŠ 
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ðŸP ï£¡ ªê£™õîŸ°  & ï£¡ Üšõ£Á ªêŒ«õ«ù£ 
ñ£†ì«ù£, Þ¬øõ¡ î£¡ â™ô£õŸ¬»‹ Þò‚A„ 
ªê™õ£˜” â¡Á ªê£¡ù£˜.

Ü´ˆî ï£œ, î‡ì¬ù‚ ¬èFèœ «õ¬ô ªêŒõîŸ° 
Ü¬öˆ¶„ ªê™ôŠð†ì«ð£¶ å¼õ«ù£, Ü™ô¶ ¬èFèO™ 
ñŸªø£¼õ«ù£; î¡Â¬ìò ¹¬îIFò®‚ è£ôEJL¼‰¶ 
ñ‡¬í‚ ªè£†´õ¬î ªñŒ‚è£Š¹Š ð¬ìió˜èœ 
èõQˆî£˜èœ. C¬ø Ü¬øèœ «ê£î¬ùJìŠð†´, Ü‰î 
²óƒèŠ ð£¬î è‡´H®‚èŠð†ì¶, C¬øˆ î¬ôõ˜ õ‰¶, 
Ü‰î ¶õ£óˆ¬îˆ «î£‡®ò¶ ò£˜ âù‚ è‡´H®ŠðîŸ° 
â™ô£‚ ¬èFè¬÷»‹ Mê£ó¬ù ªêŒî£˜. Üõ˜èœ 
â™ô£¼«ñ Ü¬îŠðŸP ÜP‰î â‰î îèõ¬ô»‹ ªê£™ô 
ñÁˆîù˜. ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„CŸ° A†ìî†ì ê£°‹ õ¬ó 
ê¾‚è® ªè£´‚èŠðìô£‹ â¡ð¬î ÜP‰¶, à‡¬ñ 
ªîK‰îõ˜èÀ‹,  Üõ¬ù è£†®‚ ªè£´‚è M¼‹ðM™¬ô. 
ÞÁFò£è C¬øˆî¬ôõ˜ î£¡ å¼ cF»œ÷ ñQîó£è  
ÜP‰¶ ¬õˆF¼‰î Ü‚ú«ù£šMì‹ F¼‹H, ÜõKì‹ 
ªê£¡ù£˜.

cƒèœ æ˜ à‡ Fòõ˜; Þ¬øõÂ‚° º¡ð£è 
â¡Qì‹ à‡¬ñ¬ò„ ªê£™½ƒèœ, Ü‰îˆ ¶õ£óˆ¬îˆ 
«î£‡®ò¶ ò£˜? âù‚ «è†ì£˜.

ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ Þ‰î ªêò½ì¡ Üø«õ ªî£ì˜ðŸøõ¬ùŠ  
«ð£™ C¬øˆî¬ôõ¬óŠ ð£˜ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´ Ü‰î Ü÷MŸ° 
Ü‚ú«ù£š e¶ èí«ïóŠ ð£˜¬õ¬ò„ ªê½ˆî£îõù£è 
G¡Á ªè£‡®¼‰î£¡. Ü‚ú«ù£šM¡ àî´èÀ‹ 
¬èèÀ‹ ÜF˜‰îù, cíì «ïóñ£è Üõó£™ å¼ 
õ£˜ˆ¬îÃì ªõOŠð´ˆî ÞòôM™¬ô. “â¡Â¬ìò 
õ£›‚¬è¬ò ÜNˆ¶ ï£êñ£‚Aòõ¬ù ï£¡ ã¡ ñ¬øˆ¶‚ 
è£Šð£Ÿø «õ‡´‹? ï£¡ ð†ì ¶òóƒèÀ‚ªè™ô£‹ Üõ¡ 
ðô¡ ÜÂðM‚è†´‹, Ü«îêñò‹, ï£¡ à‡¬ñ¬ò„ 
ªê£¡ù£™, Þò™ð£è«õ Üõ¬ù‚ ê¾‚è£™ Ü®ˆ«î, 
Üõ˜èœ ªè£¡Á M´õ£˜èœ, «ñ½‹ å¼«õ¬÷ 
ï£¡ Üõ¬ùˆ îõø£è‚ Ãì„ ê‰«îèŠð†®¼‚èô£‹. 
â™ô£õŸÁ‚°‹ Hø°, â¡ù MîˆF™ Ü¶ âù‚° 
ï¡¬ñò£è Þ¼‚èŠ«ð£Aø¶?”  âù Üõ˜ C‰F‚èô£ù£˜.

"ï™ô¶, ºFòõ«ó" âù‚° à‡¬ñ¬ò„ ªê£™½ƒèœ; 
²õ¼‚° Ü®J™ «î£‡®‚ªè£‡®¼‰î¶ ò£˜? 
C¬øˆî¬ôõ˜ e‡´‹ «è†ì£˜.

ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„¬ê èíŠªð£¿¶ ð£˜ˆ¶M†´ 
Ü‚ú«ù£š ªê£¡ù£˜, ï£¡ ªê£™ô Þòô£¶. ñ£‡¹ 
I‚èõ«ó. ï£¡ ªê£™ô «õ‡´‹ â¡ð¶ Þ¬øõQ¡ 
M¼Šð‹ Ü™ô! â¡¬ù â¡ù ªêŒò M¼‹¹Al˜è«÷£, 
ªêŒ¶ ªè£œÀƒèœ, àƒèÀ¬ìò ¬èèO™î£¡ ï£¡ 
Þ¼‚A«ø¡” â¡ø£˜.

C¬øˆî¬ôõ˜ âšMîˆF™ ºòŸC ªêŒî£½‹ ÜîŸ° 
«ñ™ Ü‚ú«ù£š â¶¾‹ «ðêM™¬ô, âù«õ Ü‰î 
Mõè£ó‹ ¬èMìŠðì «õ‡®òî£JŸÁ.

killed me long ago! As to telling of 
you--I may do so or not, as God shall 
direct.”

Next day, when the convicts were 
led out to work, the convoy soldiers 
noticed that one or other of the 
prisoners emptied some earth out of 
his boots. The prison was searched 
and the tunnel found. The Governor 
came and questioned all the prisoners 
to find out who had dug the hole. 
They all denied any knowledge of it. 
Those who knew would not betray 
Makar Semyonich, knowing he 
would be flogged almost to death. At 
last the Governor turned to Aksionov 
whom he knew to be a just man, and 
said:

“You are a truthful old man; tell 
me, before God, who dug the hole?”

Makar Semyonich stood as if he 
were quite unconcerned, looking at 
the Governor and not so much as 
glancing at Aksionov. Aksionov’s 
lips and hands trembled, and for a 
long time he could not utter a word. 
He thought, “Why should I screen 
him who ruined my life? Let him 
pay for what I have suffered. But if 
I tell, they will probably flog the life 
out of him, and maybe I suspect him 
wrongly. And, after all, what good 
would it be to me?”

“Well, old man,” repeated the 
Governor, “tell me the truth: who has 
been digging under the wall?”

Aksionov glanced at Makar 
Semyonich, and said, “I cannot say, 
your honour. It is not God’s will that 
I should tell! Do what you like with 
me; I am your hands.”

However much the Governor tried, 
Aksionov would say no more, and so 
the matter had to be left.
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Ü¡Á Þó¾ Ü‚ú«ù£š î¡Â¬ìò ð´‚¬èJ™ 
ð´ˆ¶‚ ªè£‡´ Ü¬óˆÉ‚è‹ ªè£œ÷ˆ 
ªî£ìƒAò«ð£¶, ò£«ó£ å¼õ¡ êˆîI¡P õ‰¶ 
Üõ¼¬ìò ð´‚¬è Ü¼«è î¬óJ™ Üñ˜‰î£¡ Ü‰î 
Þ¼†®¡ õN«ò Üõ˜ àŸÁ «ï£‚A Ü¶ ñè˜î£¡ 
â¡Á Ü¬ìò£÷‹ è‡´ ªè£‡ì£˜.

“â¡Qì‹ Þ¡Â‹ àù‚° â¡ù «õ‡´‹-?” 
Ü‚ú«ù£š «è†ì£˜,”ã¡ Þƒ° õ‰F¼‚Aø£Œ?“

ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ Ü¬ñFò£è Þ¼‰î£¡. Üîù£™ 
Ü‚ú«ù£š â¿‰¶ à†è£˜‰¶ ªê£¡ù£˜, àù‚° 
â¡ù «õ‡´‹ ÞƒA¼‰¶ «ð£Œ M´, Þ™¬ôªò¡ø£™, 
ï£¡ C¬ø‚è£õô¬ó‚ ÃŠH´«õ¡”.

ð‚è‹ & 30

Ü‚ú«ù£š¬õ «ï£‚A ªï¼ƒA‚ °Q‰¶ î£›‰î‚ 
°óL™ ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ ªê£¡ù£¡, “Þõ£¡ ®I†K‚ 
Üõ˜è«÷, â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶ M´ƒèœ!“

“âîŸè£è?” Ü‚ú«ù£š «è†ì£˜.

Ü‰î õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶‹, Ü‰î‚ èˆF¬ò 
àƒèÀ¬ìò ªð£¼†èO¬ì«ò ñ¬øˆ¶ ¬õˆî¶‹ 
ï£¡ î£¡. àƒè¬÷»‹ ªè£¬ô ªêŒòˆî£¡ ï£¡ 
G¬ùˆ«î¡. Ýù£™ ªõO«ò å¼ êˆî‹ âù‚°‚ 
«è†ì¶. Üîù£™ Ü‰î‚ èˆF¬ò ï£¡ àƒèÀ¬ìò 
¬ð‚°œ ñ¬øˆ¶ M†´M†´ ê£÷óˆF¡ õNò£è 
ï£¡ ªõO«òP‚ îŠH å®M†«ì¡” â¡ø£¡.

Ü‚ú«ù£š Ü¬ñFò£è Þ¼‰î£˜, â¡ù 
ªê£™õªî¡Á Üõ¼‚°ˆ ªîKòM™¬ô. ð´‚¬è 
ºè†´ˆ î†®¡ e¶ êK‰î Y¬ñò£Q„, î¬óJ¡ 
e¶ ºöƒè£Ÿð®J†ì£¡”Þõ£¡ ®I†K„ Üõ˜è«÷, 
â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶M´ƒèœ! Þ¬øõQ¡ Ü¡¹‚ 
è¼¬í‚è£è â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶M´ƒèœ! Ü‰î 
õEè¬ù‚ ªè£¬ô ªêŒî¶ ï£¡î£¡ â¡ø 
°Ÿøˆ¬î ªõOŠð¬ìò£è ï£¡ åŠ¹‚ªè£‡´ 
M´A«ø¡, cƒèœ ªê¡Á Mìô£‹“ â¡Á Üõ¡ 
ÃPù£¡.

“«ð²õîŸ° Ü¶ àù‚° Iè âOî£è Þ¼‚Aø¶” 
Ü‚ú«ù£š ªê£¡ù£˜. Ýù£™ Þ¼ðˆî£Á 
Ý‡´èœ à¡ù£™ ï£¡ ªê£™ªô£í£‰ ¶òóˆ¬îˆ 
î£ƒAM†«ì¡ ÞŠ«ð£¶ ï£¡ âƒ«èò£ì£ «ð£è 
º®»‹? â¡Â¬ìò ñ¬ùM Þø‰F¼Šð£œ, â¡Â¬ìò 
°ö‰¬îèœ â¡¬ù ñø‰F¼Šð£˜èœ. ï£¡ «ð£õîŸ° 
â‰î Þìº‹ Þ™¬ô«ò....”

ñè˜ Y¬ñò£Q„ â¿‰F¼‚èM™¬ô, Ýù£™ 
î¬óJ¡ e¶ î¡Â¬ìò î¬ôò£™ º†®‚ªè£‡ì£¡. 
“Þõ£¡ ®I†K„ Üõ˜è«÷ â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶ 
M´ƒèœ” âù‚ èîP Ü¿î£¡. “èµ‚èœ 

That night, when Aksionov was lying 
on his bed and just beginning to doze, 
someone came quietly and sat down on 
his bed. He peered through the darkness 
and recognised Makar.

“What more do you want of me?” asked 
Aksionov. “Why have you come here?”

Makar Semyonich was silent. So 
Aksionov sat up and said, “What do you 
want? Go away, or I will call the guard!”

Page - 30

Makar Semyonich bent close over 
Aksionov, and whispered, “Ivan 
Dmitrich, forgive me!”

“What for?” asked Aksionov.

“It was I who killed the merchant and 
hid the knife among your things. I meant 
to kill you too, but I heard a noise outside, 
so I hid the knife in your bag and escaped 
out of the window.”

Aksionov was silent, and did not know 
what to say. Makar Semyonich slid off 
the bed-shelf and knelt upon the ground. 
“Ivan Dmitrich,” said he, “forgive me! 
For the love of God, forgive me! I will 
confess that it was I who killed the 
merchant, and you will be released and 
can go to your home.”

“It is easy for you to talk,” said 
Aksionov, “but I have suffered for you 
these twenty-six years. Where could 
I go to now?... My wife is dead, and 
my children have forgotten me. I have 
nowhere to go...”

Makar Semyonich did not rise, but beat 
his head on the floor. “Ivan Dmitrich, 
forgive me!” he cried. “When they 
flogged me with the knot it was not so 
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60 E.W.B-XIIBrilliant’s

BRILLIANT PUBLICATIONS

GloSSary:
Words MeANINGs îI› Ü˜ˆî‹

go on a spree indulging in something actively in 
an unrestrained way °®ˆ¶M†´ èOò£†ì‹ «ð£´õ¶

porch portico î£›õ£ó‹

samovar a Russian metal urn for making tea ªè£Fèô¡

troika(in 
olden russia)

a cart pulled by a team of three 
horses

Í¡Á °F¬óè÷£Œ Þ¿ˆ¶„ ªê™ôŠð´‹ 
å¼ õ‡®

stammer to speak haltingly, fumble for 
words F‚A FíPù£¡

betray fail, let one down è£†®‚ ªè£´ˆî™

despair hopelessness ï‹H‚¬è Þö‰¶

downcast depressed ñùº¬ì‰¶

flog to beat with a whip or stick è¬êò®

mirth cheerfulness ñA›„C

sledge a vehicle pulled by horses for 
transportation on snow êó‚° õ‡®

wretched dejected ñù‚°¬ô¾

vengeance revenge ðN‚°Š ðN

hard to bear as it is to see you 
now ... yet you had pity on me, 
and did not tell. For Christ’s 
sake forgive me, wretch that I 
am!” And he began to sob.

When Aksionov heard him 
sobbing he, too, began to weep. 
“God will forgive you!” said he. 
“Maybe I am a hundred times 
worse than you.” And at these 
words his heart grew light, and 
the longing for home left him. 
He no longer had any desire to 
leave the prison, but only hoped 
for his last hour to come.

In spite of what Aksionov 
had said, Makar Semyonich 
confessed his guilt. But when 
the order for his release came, 
Aksionov was already dead.

ÜìƒAò ê£†¬ìò£™ Üõ˜èœ â¡¬ù Ü®ˆî«ð£¶ Ãì Ü‰î 
õLò£ù¶, ÞŠ«ð£¶ àƒè¬÷Š ð£˜‚°‹«ð£¶ ãŸð´‹ õL¬òŠ 
«ð£™ î£ƒA‚ªè£œ÷ º®ò£îî£è Þ¼‚èM™¬ô, àƒèÀ‚° 
â¡e¶ Þó‚è‹ Þ¼‰î¶, cƒèœ Ü¬î ªõOŠð¬ìò£è„ 
ªê£™ôM™¬ô. APˆ¶M¡ ê£˜ð£è â¡¬ù ñ¡Qˆ¶ 
M´ƒèœ, ï£¡ ÞN«èì£ù ð£îè¡ ÝAM†«ì«ù” âù M‹I 
M‹I Üõ¡ Üöˆ ªî£ìƒAù£¡.

Üõ¡ M‹Iò¿õ¬î Ü‚ú«ù£š «è†ì«ð£¶ Üõ¼‹ Üöˆ 
ªî£ìƒAù£˜. Þ¬øõ¡ à¡¬ù ñ¡QŠð£˜ âù Üõ˜ ÃPù£˜. 
å¼«õ¬÷ à¡¬ù Mì ËÁ ñìƒ° «ñ£êñ£ùõù£è‚ Ãì 
ï£¡ ÝA Þ¼‚èô£‹. Þ‰î õ£˜ˆ¬î Üõ˜ ªê£¡ù«ð£¶ 
Üõ¼¬ìò Þîò‹ Þ«ôê£è Ýó‹Hˆî¶, i†¬ìŠ ðŸPò 
Üõ¼¬ìò ã‚è‹ Üõ¬ó M†ìè¡ø¶. C¬ø¬ò M†´„ 
ªê™ô«õ‡´‹ â¡ø Ýõ™ Üõ¼‚° õó«õ Þ™¬ô, Ýù£™, 
Üõ¼¬ìò ÞÁF ñEˆ¶O õ¼õ¬î ñ†´‹ Üõ˜ Ýõ½ì¡ 
ï‹H âF˜ð£˜ˆî£˜.

Ü‚ú«ù£š ªê£™LJ¼‰î«ð£¶ ñè˜ î¡Â¬ìò °Ÿøˆ¬î 
ªõOŠð¬ìò£è„ ªê£™L åŠ¹‚ ªè£‡ì£¡, Ýù£™, 
Ü‚ú«ù£š¬õ M´î¬ô ªêŒõîŸè£ù Ý¬í õ‰î «ð£¶, 
ãŸèù«õ Üõ˜ ñóí‹ Ü¬ì‰F¼‰î£˜.
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in-text QueStionS

1.  answer the following questions in a sentence or two each, based on your 
understanding of the story.   Page-31

 a) Why did Aksionov’s wife stop him from going to the fair?
   Aksionov’s wife had a bad dream about him. So she stopped him from going to the fair.
 b) What is the importance of Aksionov’s wife dream?
   The importance of Aksionov’s wife was that when her husband returned home, she saw his hair 

was quite grey.
 c) What made Aksionov leave the inn before dawn? 
  Aksionov’s slept earlier and wished to travel while it was still. This made Aksionov leave the inn 

before dawn.
 d) What were the cirucumstances that led to Aksionov’s imprisonment? 
  Both Aksionov and the merchant stayed in the inn the same night. Aksionov left the inn before 

the dawn and a blood stained knife was found in Aksionov’s bag. These circumstances led to 
Aksionov’s imprisonment.

 e) Why did Aksionov give up sending petitions? 
  The petition sent by Aksionov’s wife to the Czar had not been accepted. His wife too suspected 

him and so she asked him to tell the truth. Aksionov was greatly worried. He gave up sending 
petition.

 f) Why didn’t Makar disclose that he had killed the merchant? 
  Makar did not want to reveal the truth as he had killed the merchant. He knew that the murder 

happened a long time ago.
 g) did Makar feel guilty when he heard Aksionov’s story?
    Yes, Makar felt guilty when he heard Aksiomov’s story.
 h) What  made Aksionov think that Makar was the real murderer?
   When Makar heard about the story of Aksionov, he laughed and said that it was wonderful. But 

he said nothing more. This made Aksionov think that Makar was the real murderer.
 i) What was Aksionov’s realization by the end of the story? 
  Aksionov realized by the end of the story that God would forgive Makar. He also thought that he 

might be a worse sinner than Markar.
 j) Why did Aksionov’s wife suspect him of involvement in the murder?
   When Aksionov’s wife said that the Czar had not accepted her petition, he did not reply but only 

looked downcast. So she suspected of his involvement in the murder.
 fair- ê‰¬î; quite grey - º¿õ¶‹ ï¬óˆî; dawn - M®òŸè£¬ô; blood stained - Þóˆî‚ è¬øð®‰î; circumstances 

- ê‰î˜Šð Å›G¬ôèœ; imprisonment - C¬øõ£ê‹; petition - ñÂ; reveal - ªõOŠð´ˆ¶;  guilty - °Ÿøàí˜¾.

textual QueStionS

 2.  answer the following questions in three or four sentences each. Page-31
 a) Did the police officer have sufficient evidence to convict Aksionov? 
  The merchant with whom Aksionov spent the previous night had been found with his throat cut. 

When Aksionov’s luggage was searched, a blood stained knife was taken from a bag. On seeing 
it Aksionov was frightened. So the police officer had sufficient evidence to convict Aksionov.

 b) What impact did the book “The Lives of saint's have on Aksionov? 
  Aksionov read the book. “The lives of Saints” when there was light enough in prison. On Sunday 

in the prison church he read lessons and he sang in the choir. The book made him humble and 
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silent. The prison authorities liked him and his fellow prisoners respected him and called him 
“Grandfather” and “ The saint” Aksionov became their spokesman and settled all the quarrels 
among the prisoners.

 c) Pick out the clues that convey that Makar semyonich recognized Aksionov? 
  Markar Semyonich asked Aksionov how he came to Siberia. Aksionov did not like to speak of 

his misfortune. But his companions told Makar how he came there. They said that someone had 
killed a merchant and had put the knife among Akisonov’s things. Akisonov had been unjustly 
punished. These are the clues that convey that Makar Semyonich recognized Aksionov.

 threat cut - è¿ˆîÁ‚èŠð†´; frightened - ðòŠð´î™; widence - ê£†Cò‹; convict - °Ÿø‹ê£†ìŠð†´; choir 
- Þ¬ê‚°¿; humble - âO¬ñò£ù; misfortune - ¶óF˜wìñ£ù; companions - àìQ¼Šðõ˜èœ; unjustify - 
ÜGò£òñ£è;  spokesman - HóFGF; quarrels - ê‡¬ìèœ.

textual paraGraphS   Page - 31
 3. answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 150 words each.
 a) Compare and contrast the main characters in the story, Aksionov and Makar semyonich.

Title : “God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer
Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Aksionov, a young merchant of Vladimir was sent to prison for a crime he didn’t commit. He 
was rich and had two shops and a house of his own. He was a handsome fair haired, curly headed 
person full of fun and very fond of singing. Before marriage he drank too much but after marriage he 
gave up drinking. Once he was arrested for a murder he did not commit. He was condemmed to be 
flogged and sent to the mines. He lived as a convict in Siberia for a Twenty six years. Even his wife 
suspected him to be a murderer. So he was totally upset and became silent. But he had faith in God. 
He bought “The Lives of the Saints' with the money he had earned inprison. He read this book and 
attended the church in prison on Sundays. He was respected by hhis companions and he was called 
as “Grandfather” and “ The Saint”. He waited patiently in prison.

Makar Semyonich was a born criminal. He was cruel to the extent of murdering a merchant and 
stealing away a lot of money from him. So he should have come to Siberia for the murder. But he 
escaped. Now he had come to Siberia for no crime. Here we find the justice of God. God sees the 
truth but waits. Finally Makar confessed his crime to Aksionov. In this story there is virtue versa 
vice. Virtue wins.

 commit - ªêŒî; handsome - Üöè£ù; arrested - ¬è¶ªêŒòŠð†ì; condemned - î‡®‚èŠð†ì; suspected - 
ê‰«îèŠð†´; convict - °Ÿø‹ ê£†ìŠð†´; companions - àìQ¼Šðõ˜èœ; virtue - ï™ªô£¿‚è‹.

b) How did Aksionov react when his wife suspected him?

Title : “God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer
Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov, was a young merchant in Vladmir. One summer he was going to the 
Nizhny Fair. His wife asked him not to start that day because she had a bad dream about him. In her 
dream she saw him returning home with grey hair. But he did not listen to her. He went on his travel. 
On the way he stayed with another merchant in the same inn. Soon he was arrested by the police for 
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murdering the merchant. Money had been stolen from the merchant and a blood stained knife was 
taken among the things of Aksionov. Aksionov could not prove his innocence. He was flogged and 
imprisoned.

His wife and children came to see Aksionov. She was allowed to see him for a short while. 
She explained to him everything that happened at home justly. She asked him to tell her the truth. 
Aksionov was shocked to know that his wife too suspected him. He hid his face in his hands and 
began to weep. Aksionov said goodbye to his family for that last time.

 dream - èù¾; prove - GÏH; innocence - è÷ƒèI¡¬ñ; flogged - ð£îèñ£è; imprisoned - C¬øõ£ê‹;  suspect- 
ê‰«îèŠð†ì; explain - MõKˆî™.

 c) describe the life of Aksionov in prison.

Title : “God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer
Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Aksionov was living in prison for a crime he did not commit. He had been in prison for 26years. 
In prison Aksionov learnt to make boots, and earned a little money. He bought “ The Lives of the 
Saints” with the money. He read the book. On Sundays he read the lessons in the prison church. 
He sang in the choir. The prison authorities liked Aksionov for his meekness. His fellow prisoners 
respected him and called him “Grandfather” and “ The Saint”. He was the spokesman of his fellow 
prisoners.

One day fresh gang of convicts arrived. Among them, a tall strong man of sixty told the others 
what he had been arrested for. He recognized Aksionov and told him that it was he who murdered 
the merchant and put the blood stained knife among his things. On hearing this Aksionov’s anger 
was great against Makar for vengeance. Makar begged Aksionov to forgive him and began to weep. 
At these words, Aksionov’s heart grew light. Makar confessed his guilt. But when the order for his 
release came, Aksionov was already dead.

 meakness - ê£¶õ£ù; spokesman - HóFGF; gang - °¿; convicts - °Ÿøõ£Oèœ; recognized - Ü¬ìò£÷‹ 
è£í™; anger - «è£ð‹; vengiance - ðN‚°ŠðN; confussed - åˆ¶‚ªè£œÀî™; guilt - °Ÿø‹.

 d) Why did Aksionov decide not to reveal the truth about Makar semeyonich?

Title : “God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer
Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Aksionov was in prison in Siberia for 26 years. Once a fresh gang of prisoners arrived. Among 
them there was a tall strong man of sixty called Makar Semyonich. He soon recognized Aksionov to 
be the innocent merchant. It was Maker who did the Murder and put the blood stained knife among 
Aksionov’s things.

Makar found Aksionov a good and pious man. So one day he met Aksionov and knelt before 
him. He confessed his guilt. He begged him to forgive him in the name of God and began to weep. 
The act of Makar made Aksionov feel pity on him. He forgave him immediately his heart grew light 
and his longing for the home left him. Aksionov knew there was no use of revealing the truth about 
Makar. His wife had died. His children had grown up. So there was no place for him to go. Besides 
he did not want to get Makar punished any more.

 innocent - ÜŠð£M/ °ŸøñŸø; pious - ð‚F»œ÷/  ¹Qîñ£ù; immediately - àì«ù; pity - è¼¬í/ Þó‚è‹; 
longing - ã‚è‹.
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 e) discuss the meaning and importance of the saying “God sees the Truth But Waits”.

Title : “God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer
Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Ivan Dmitrich Aksionov was a good merchant. He was arrested for murdering a merchant for 
money. He was sent to Siberia as a convict. He lived there for twenty six years.

God knew that Aksionov had been punished for a crime he did not commit. In prison he read 
“The Lives of the Saints”. He had been praying to God. God had been waiting for 26 years to prove 
that Aksionov was not guilty. A new set of criminals arrived, among them was one criminal named 
Makar Semyonich.

It was Makar who murdered the merchant and put the blood stained knife among the things 
of Aksionov. He recognized Aksionov to be the innocent merchant. It was God who led Makar to 
confess his crime before Aksionov. Makar met Aksionov and confessed his crime. He begged to 
forgive him for the love of God and began to weep. Aksionov forgave him. He felt that his heart 
grew light and longing for home left him. God had waited to choose the right time to reveal the truth.

 convicts - °Ÿøõ£O; punished - î‡®ˆî™; criminals - °Ÿøõ£Oèœ; confessed - åˆ¶‚ªè£œÀ; begged - 
ñ¡ø£®«ù¡;  weep - Ü¿î™; reveal - ªõO‚ªè£í˜î™.

 f) forgiveness is the best form of revenge. substantiate the statement with reference to the story.

Title : “God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer
Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions

Forgiveness is the best form of revenge. Forgiveness brings about a great change in the life of 
the person who did harm to us. He may change to be a good man and sometimes he will give up the 
idea of doing evill to others forever. But revenge will lead to further enmity with us and we will go 
on doing evils. They won’t stop. It is only forgiveness that stops all evils.

In this story Aksionov came to know that Makar had done the murder. But he did not want take 
revenge on. However Makar’s mind changed. He came to Aksionov and begged to forgive him for 
the love of God. He began to weep. Aksionov forgave whole-heartedly. As a result his heart grew 
light and the longing for home left Aksionov. Forgiving a criminal made Aksionov live and die 
peacefully.

 forgiveness - ñ¡QŠ¹; harm - ªè´î™; enmity - ð¬è¬ñ; evils - ªè´î™; whole-heartedly - º¿ñù¶ì¡;  
peacefully - G‹ñFò£è.
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Introduction:
Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Tula Province, Russia. He is best known for the 

novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877), often cited as pinnacles of realist fiction. 
The story “God Sees the Truth, But Waits” was written by Leo Tolstoy. The story reveals that we 
must do a good thing to the wrong doer, instead of revenging.

Life of Aksionov:
Ivan DmitrichAksionov was a young merchant and lived with his family in Vladimir. He was the 

best singer. He had the virtuous qualities such as faith, forgiveness, freedom and acceptance.
“Aksionov laughed. “That’s a lucky sign,” said he. “

Wife’s dream:
His wife had a bad dream about him. She dreamt that Aksionov had returned from the town with 

grey hair. Grey hair is a symbol of bad omen. So she feared and tried to stop him from going to the 
Nizhny Fair.

“so you, too, suspect me!” said Aksionov, and, hiding his face in his hands, he began to weep”

Imprisonment of Aksionov:
But Aksionov went to the fair. On his way, he met a merchant. But the merchant was killed. 

Aksionov was imprisoned. Since he was suspected for killing the merchant. He was sentenced for 
26 years, even though he did not commit any crime. He was sent to work in the mines of Siberia. He 
grew old there.

“We must petition the Czar not to let an innocent man perish.”

Life of Aksionov in prison:
He gave up all his hope. He learnt to make boots and earned a little money with which he bought 

the book, “The lives of the Saint”. He used to read this book. On Sundays, in the prison- church 
he read the lessons and sang on the choir. His fellow - prisoners respected and called him “Grand 
father” and “The Saint”. All the prison authorities liked him for his meekness.

“for my sins I have been in prison these twenty-six years.”

real murderer:
One day Aksionov met Makar Semyonich. He found out the truth that Makar was the real killer. 

But he saved Makar from the officials when he tried to escape. Makar confessed his crime, he 
forgave him.

“Perhaps you heard who killed the merchant?” asked Aksionov.

Conclusion:
Thus the title reflects in this story that every decision of God needs enough time. We should wait 

for the truth to win. Faith in God gives us the answer to all our problems as the title says ‘God, sees 
the truth, but waits.’

“In spite of what Aksionov had said, Makar semyonich confessed his guilt”

SloW learnerS

Title : “God Sees the Truth, But Waits”
Author : Leo Tolstoy
Theme : God would forgive the murderer
Character : Aksionov, Makar Semyonich, Aksionovo's wife and companions
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 i. Aksionov was a merchant in Vladimir.
 ii. He wanted to go to the Nizhny Fair.
 iii. His wife had a bad dream of his journey.
 iv. On his way, he met a merchant.
 v. The merchant was killed.
 vi. The police arrested and sent Aksionov to Siberia.
 vii. 26 years passed and he grew old.
 viii. He believed in good only.
 ix. One day, he met Makar Semyonich.
 x. He come to know Makar was the real killer.
 xi. He saved Makar from the officials when Makar tried to escape.
 xii. Makar felt his guilt and admitted his crime.
 xiii. Aksionov forgave Makar.
 xiv. He accepted the truth attained self-realization and died in peace.

 4.  using the mind map given below, write a brief summary of the story in your own 
words.  Page-32

Aksionov lived with his 
wife and children. He 
decided to make a trip to 
the fair.

Aksionov frequently 
prayed to God. He bought 
the book "The lives of the 
saints' in prison.

Aksionov was expected by 
all the inmates due to his 
gentle behaviour. one day 
he met Makar semeyonich.

His wife tried to stop him 
because she had a bad 
dream.

He was sent to work in the 
mines  of siberia. He grew 
old there.

Aksionov found out 
the truth about Makar. 
eventually Makar 
semeyonich admitted his 
crime.

The local police officer 
arrested and charged him 
with murder.

A petition of mercy was 
turned down and he felt 
devastated. 

Aksionov forgave 
semeyonich, accepted 
the truth, attained self 
realization and died in 
peace. 

Aksionov is a merchant living in Vladimir. One day he decides to go to a fair as a business 
venture, but his wife pleads for him not to go because of her dream. Aksionov disregards his 
wife’s dream and leaves for the fair.  He meets another merchant on his way, and the two decide 
to travel together. They check into an inn and have a good time drinking.  Both stays in the 
same inn. The next morning Aksionov starts from there earlier one the way, Aksionov stops 
and is approached by a few policemen. They explain that a merchant was just murdered and 
robbed. Aksionov is sentenced and sent to Siberia. He is well respected by the other prisoners 
as well as by the guards. One day some new prisoners, one of them being Makar Semyonich, 
are transferred to the prison. After overhearing several conversations, Aksionov is convinced 
that Makar Semyonich is the man who committed the murder for which he was blamed.  Makar 
Semyonich  approaches Aksionov and told that it was he who killed the merchant. Aksionov 
forgives him. However, Aksionov dies before he can be released.
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